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are expfofed to no danger, in which the
aaors prove by the rarity of accidents*,
that the hazard they run is not of a
íiature to excite much concern, and in
which the wretched viaims that are
facrificed have nothing to expea but a

certain and painful death, as a reward
for their courage and vigour. Another
proof that this fpeaacle has no influ-
ence upon the mind is, that Ihave feen
among the fpeaators, children, young
women, the aged of both fexes, men
pfevery age, clafs, andeharaaer, inwhom
thehabitoffrequenting thefe bloody en-
tertainments correaed not their weaknefs
or timidity9 or changed the foftnefs of

* Whatever may be faid to thecontrary, they are
fery rare. The cavaliers who are thrown fometimes.
receive contufions, but during almoft four years
that Iwas prefent at bull-fights, Iknew but one.
I'orreador who died of his wounds. A prieft, how-
ever, provided with the viaticum and holy oils, i*
conftantly prefent in a kind of latticed box, where
he is not feen by the fpe&ators ; a precaution which,.
notwithftanding its inutility, has been preíerVed,.
like many other human inftitutions, merely by the



their maaaers. Thefe diverfioas are very
expeafive, but very profitable to the
undertakers. The price of the loweft
places is tv/o, or four reals, according as
they are expofed to the fun or in the
ihade. The higheíl price is a great pi-
aítre.'* After the valué of the horfes
and bulls, and the falary of the 'Torre*
adores have been deduaed from the
money received, the remainder is corn*

monly dedicated to pious ufes :at Ma-
drid it forms the principal funds for
the fupport of the hofpital.

Bull-fights are moftly given in fum-
mer, becaufe in this feafon fpeétators
may remain in the open air, and the
animáis are more vigorous. Privileged
breeds are condemned to this fpecíes of
facrifice. As foon as the bull appears
in the circle, all the connoifTeurs ñame
the breed he is of. There are twenty
benches round the circle, and that only
which is moft elevated is covered. The
boxes are in the upper part of the edi-
fice. In fome cities. as ia Valladclid,
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where there is no particular place fet

apart for the combat, the principal fquare
is converted into a theatre for the pur-

pofe. The balconies of the different
ítories are continued acrofs the ends of
the ftreets which there termínate : the

fight of the people of every ciafs aíTem-

bled round the fquare, expeaing the

fignal for battle, and exhibiting in their

countenances every fign of joy and im-

patience, has in it fomething intereft>
ing ifnot pleafing.

The exhibition begins by a kind ofpro-

cefíi'on round the fquare, in which the

champions, as weíl on foot as on horfe-
back, who are to attack the fierce ani-

mal, make their appearaace; after thefe

come two alguaziís oa horfeback, grave-
iv advaaciag, ia wigs aad black robes,

who go to the prefident of the comb.at

(the governor or the corregidor) for an

order to begin. The figaal is immedi-
atelv .oiven. The animal, until thenv J "ib

—
íhüt up in a kind of cabin, the door or

which opens into the circle, makes his



appearaace. The ageats of Themis,

who have no quarrel with him, pru-

dently haften their retreat, and their
fear, but iíl feconded by their horfes,

is the prelude to the cruel pleafure
which the fpeaators are about toenjoy.

The bull is received and ftuiined with

their cries and noify exprefíions of joy.
He has firft to combat with the horfe-

men (Picadores) who, cloathed after the
ancient manner of the Spaniards, and
as it were fafteaed dowa upoa their fad-
dles, wait for him armed with íoag
lances. This exercife, whkh requires
addrefs, ftrength and courage, has no-

thing in it degrading. Formerly the
greateft among the nobility difdained
not to take a part in it; at prefent, even

fome hidalgos folicit the honor of com-

bating on horfeback, and upon occa-

fion are previouíly prefented to the peo-
ple under the aufpices of a patrón, who
is commonly oae of the priacipal per-
foas of the court.
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The Picadores, whoever they may be,
open the fcene. The bull, without be-
ing provoked, frequently attacks them,
from which circumftance, when ithap-
pens,, all the fpeclators conceive a great
opinión of his courage. If,notwith-
ílanding the pointed íteel which repels
his attack, he again returns to the charge,
the cries are redoubled, pleafure then
becomes enthufiafm :but ifthe animal
be paciñc, difconcerted, and cowardíy
runs round the circle, avoiding his per-
fecutors, murmurs and hifíings refound
throughout the theatre. All thofe
within whofe reach he paíTes, load him
with blows and execrations. It feems as

ifhe were a common enemy who has a

great crime to expíate, or a viaim whofe
facrifice is of confequence to all íhe
people. Ifnothing can roufe his courage,
he is judged unworthy of being tor-

rnented by men, and therepeated cries of
perros, perros, bring on him new enemies.

Great dogs are then let loofe upon
h|m? who feize him by the neck and



ears. The animal now finds the ufe of

his natural weapons. The dogs thrown
into the. air, fallftunned, and fometimes
lacerated, upon the ground ; fchej rife
again, renew the combat, and commonly

end by overthrowing their adverfary,
who then periíhes ignobly. On the
contrary, ir he has prefented himfelf
with a good grace, his career is more

glorious, but ionger and more painful.
The firft aa of the tragedy belongs to

the combatants on horfeback; this is
the moft animated but the moft bloody
and difgufting part of the whole. The
irritated animal braves the íteel which
makes deep wounds in his neck, falls
furioufly upon the innocent horfe who
carries his enemy, gores his fides and
overturns him with his rider*

In this cafe, the latter upon the
ground and difarmed, is in imminent
danger, until the combatants on foot,
called Chulos, come to his afíiftance, and
provoke the animal by íhaking before
him ftuffs of difFerent colours.
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But it is not without danger to them-
felves that they fave the difmounted
horfeman. The bull fometimes purfues
them, and they then have need of their
utmoft agility. They frequently efcape
himby letting fallthe ftuffwhich is their
only weapon, and upon which the fury of
the deceived animal isexhauíled. But it
fometimes happens that he is not thus to

be impofed upon, and the champion has
no other refource than leaping over the
barrier fix feet high, which forms the
interior of the circle. In fome places
there are two barriers, and the interme-
díate fpace forms a kind of circular gal-
lery, behind which the purfued torre-
ador is in fafety. But when the barrier
is íingle, the bull makes eíForts to leap
it, which he fometimes accompliíhes.
The alarm of the neareft fpeaators may
eafily be imagined; their precipitation
in retiring, and crowding upon the
upper benches, becomes more fatal to
them than the fury of the animal, which
ftumbliñg at each ílep upon the narrow
and uneven fpace, rather thinks of fa-



Bphimlelf than íátisfying his ven-

Lce: and befides, foon falls under

die blows that are haftily and repeatedly

ving

given him.

Except in thefe cafes, which are rare,

he retaras to the charge. His dif-
mounted adverfary haviag had time to

recover himfelf, immediately mouats his
horfe again, providéd the latter be not

too much wounded, aad the attack is
reaewed ;but the cavaíier is frequently
oblíged to chaage his horfe. Ihave
feea fevea aad eight horfes gored, or
their bowels tora out, by the fame bull,

fall dead upoa the field of battle. No
words Caá then fuíficientlycelébrate thefe
aéts of prowefs, which for feveral days
become the favourite fubjeas of cón-

verfatión. The horfes, aftoniíhing ex-
amples of patience, courage and docility,
prefent, before they die, a fight at which
Ifhaíl willinglypermit my gay country-
men to íhudder. They tread under their

'\u25a0 feet their bloody entrails which fall from
their lacerated fides, and for fometime
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obey the hand which leads them on to
new torments. Difguft then feizes fuch
of the fpeaators as poíTefs any fenfibility
and embitters their pleafure.

But a new aa foon reconciles them to

the diverfion. When it is judged that
the bull has been fufficiently tormented
by the combatants on horfeback, thefe
withdraw, and leave him to the champi-
ons on foot, called banderilleros; who
meet the animal, and the moment he
attacks them, ftick into his neck, two

by two, a kind of arrow, called a bande-
rilla, terminated like a fiíh-hook, and
ornamented withlittleftreamers of ftain-
ed paper. The fury of the bull is re-
doubled; he roars, and his vain efíbrts
render more acute the dart which has
been lodged inhim. This laft torment

gives a fine opportunity for a difplay of
the agility of his new adverfaries. The
fpeaators at firft trembie for their fafety
when they fee them brave the terrible
horas of the animal ; but their íkilful
hands give the blow fo furely, and they



efcape fo nimbly from thé danger, that

after a few times they are neither pitied
noradmired; and their addi¿Í3 appears

nothing more than a trifling epilcáe in

the tragedy of which the catafti ophe is

as follows.

When the vigour of the bull appears

almoft exhauíted, and his blood, flowing
from twenty wounds, and pouring from
his neck, moiftens his robuft fides, the
furyofthe people, thus fatiated upon him,
calis for another viaim; the prefident
then gives the fignal forhis death, which
is announced by the found of drums
and trumpets. The Matador advances
and is feen alone in the circle ;inone

hand he holds a long knife, inthe other
a kind of flag which he waves before his
adverfary. Thus together they ftop and
obferve each other. The impetuofity of
the bull is feveral times avoided by the
agility of the Matador, and the pleafure
of the fpeaators is rendered more lively
by their fufpence. Sometimes the animal
remains imrnoveable; he fcrapes the
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ground with his feet and feems to me-
dítate vengeance. Thofe who are fa-
miliar with the beauties of Racine, may
then perhaps recollea the two following
lines of that admirable author.

IIle voit, ilFattend et fon ame irritée,
Pour queique grand deífein femble s'étre arretée.*

The bull in this fituation, and the
Matador who difcovers his intention
and carefully obferves his flighteft mo-

tion, form a piaure which an able pen-
cil might not difdain to delinéate. The
filence of the afíembly refpeas this dumb
fcene. At length the Matador givesthe
fatal blow; and if the animal immedi-
ately falls, the triumph of the conqueror
is celebrated by a thoufand exclamations ;
but if the blow be not decifive, ifthe
bull furvives and again ftrives to brave
the fatal knife, the murmurs are not lefs
numerous. The Matador, whofe addrefs
was about to be extolled to the íkies, is

* He fces and waits for him, and his irritated mind
fecms tobe fixed on fome great defign.



confidered only as a clumfy butcher. He

inítantly endeavours to recover from his

difgrace, and difarm the feverity of his

judges. His zeal fometimes becomes a

blind fury, and his partifans tremble for

the confequences ofhis imprudence. At

lafthe gives a better direaed blow. The

animal vomits ftreams ofblood, and ftrug-

gliag withdeath, ftaggers and falls, while
his conqueror becomes intoxicated with

the applaufes of the people. The bull is

then tied by the horas which have be-

trayed his valour ; and, although fo
lately furious and haughty, is ignomini-
ouíly dragged from the circle he has juíl
honoured, leaving nothing behind but

the traces of his blood, and the remem-

brance of his exploits, whichis foon ef-

faced by the appearance of his fucceflor.
On each of the days dedicated to thefe

feafts are facrificed (at leaft at Madrid)
fix bulls ia the moraing aad twelfe in

the afternoon. The ñames of the com-

batants of each are previoufly announced

in the public prints. The three laft of

the animáis are exclufively left to the



158 THE PRESENT STATE
Matador, who, without the afliftance of
the Picadores, employs allhis dexterity
to vary the pleafures of the fpeaators.
He fometimes fuífers an intrepid ftranger,
mounted upon another bull, to combat
them; at others he turns a bear againft
them. The laft bull is particularly de-
voted to the entertainment of the po-
pulace. The points of his horns are
covered with a round cafe, which di-
ininiíhes the effea of their ftrokes.

Inthis ftate the bull, which is then cal-
led Embolado, lofes the power ofpiercing
and lacerating his adverfary. The fpec-
tators defcend incrowds to torment him,
each according to his own manner, and
often expiare their cruel pleafure by vio»
lent contufions. But the creature always
falls at laft under the blows of the Ma-
tador. The few fpeaators who par-
take not ofthe general fury, regret that
thefe wretched animáis purchafe not their
lives, at leaft, at the expence of fo many
tortures and efforts of courage. They
would willinglyaid them to efcape from.



their perfecutors. In the humane few,
difguft fucceeds to compaífion, and wea-

rinefs to difguft:the uniform fuccefíion
of fimilar fcenes throws a languor upon

the amufement which the fpeaacle pro-
mifed at the beginning.

But to the connoifleurs who have ílu-
diedthe artifices of the bull, the refources
of his addrefs and fury, the difFerent
methods of alluring, deceiving, and
tormenting him (for in fome provinces
this is a ftudy from youth to marihood)
no fcene refembles another, and they
pity frivolous obfervers who know not

how to diftinguiíh their variety.

Inthis purfuit, as in others, the fpirit
of party confers reputation ;and difputes
or exaggerates fuccefs. When Iarrived
at Madrid, the connoifTeurs were di-
vided between two famous Matadores,
Coftillares and Romero, as people might
be in other countries withrefpea to the
merits of two celebrated aaors. Eách
fea was as enthufiaftic in its euiogiums
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and pofitive indecifion as the Gluclúfis
and Piccinifis perhaps were in France.

Itis difficult to believe that the art of
killing a bull, which feems to be the
exclufive privilege of a butcher, íhould
be gravely difcufíed, aad extolled with
traafport, not only by the people, but
by the moft fenfible men, and women
of the greateft fenfibility.

We can fcarcely conceive how the

chariot races inthe olympic games could
furniíh Pindar* with a fubjea for his
fublime odes, which charmed all Greece,

and confered immortality on the con-
querors. The bull-fights feem to be a
fubjea ftillmore íterile, and yet infpire
enthufiafm. Every thing which pleafes
us inchildhood, or that awakens inour
minds violent emotions which are not

abated by habit, may excite and excufe
that exalted fentiment. Nothing ought
to be inferred againft the moráis of a

nation from objeas, whatever they may
be, by which enthufíafm is infpired*
The .combats ofgladiators, and the hor-



rid contefts of crimináis with ferocious

beaíts excited it ia the Romaas. Horfe

races produce in the Engliíh a kiad of

delirium. Shall we, on this account, re-

fufe the title of a poliíhed people to the

former, or that ofa philofophical nation

to the latter l In like manner the

Spaniards, notwithftanding their immo-

derate love of bull-fights, and the bar-

barous pleafure they take ia feeiag the

blood of thofe innocent and courageous

animáis fhed, are not therefore lefs fuf-

ceptible of every amiable and delicate

emotion. After leaving thefe bloody
diverfions, they enjoy not lefs the plea-
fures of domeftic peace,. the confidence
of friendíhip, and the delights of love;

their hearts are not lefs fufceptible of
pity, ñor is their courage more ferocious.

Iam of opinión that in the ages when
Tingle combats and aíTaflinations were
more frequent, they were not more at-

tached than at prefent to their favou-
rite diverfion.

YOL, II. They
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They are become much more pacific.
Their manners are 'fofténed without
their pafíion for bull-ftghts being dimi-
nilhed; it ftillexifts in all its fefvour.
The day on which they are celebrated
is a day of rejoicing for the whole dif-
tria, as well as -for the inhabitants for
ten or twelve leagues round the place.
The artift who can fcarcely provide for
his fubfiftence, has always a furplus to
expend on this fpeaacle. The very
chaftity of the poor girl, whofe poverty
íhould exelude her from it, would be in
danger :her firftfeducer would be the

man who íhould pay for her admifíion.

The Spaniíh government is wellaware
of the moral and political inconvenience
of this kind of phrenzy ;it has long
been convinced, that for a people, among
whom it would wiíh to encourage in-
duftry, it is a caufe of diforders and dif-
fipation; that it is prejudicial to agri-
culture by facrificing, in fuch numbers,

the robuít animáis which might be em-
ployed in cultivation, by deftroying the



fource of cattle which would fertilize

the country and feed the iahabitants,

and by turning the paítures from their

moft valuable deftination. But it is

forced to have refpea for amufements,
which, perhaps, could not be openly
attacked without danger ;it, however,

avoids encouraging them. Formerly the
court counted the bull-fights in the

number of entertainments it gave at

certain times. The plaza-mayor, on

fuch occafions, was the theatre of thefe
exhibitions. The king and his family
honoured the fpeaacíe with their pre-
fence. His military houíhold prefided
to keep order. His halbardiers formed
the inner circle of the theatre, and their
long weapons were the only barrier
they oppofed to the dangerous ca-

prices of the bull. Thefe feafts, which
by diftinaion were called Fiefas-reales,
are become more rare. There has been
but one under the prefent reign. The
reigning monarch, who endeavours to
poliíh the manners of his nation and
to turn its attention towards more ufe-
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ful objeas, wifhes to deftroy in it an

inclination in which he perceives no-

thins: but inconvenience ;but he is too

wife to employ violent means.

He has, however, confined the num-

ber of bull-fights to thofe of which the

produce ferves to the fupport of fome

charitable inftitution, referving to him-

felf the power of hereafter fubílituting

other funds. The combats; by this

means rendered lefs frequent, will,per-

haps, lofe by degrees a part of their
attraaion, until more favourable cir-

cumílances íhall permit them to be en-

tirely aboliíhed.

Itis thus that, by fucceífive grada-
tions, more the effea of time than wif-
dom, the manners of a people are re-

formed and foftened. Thofe of the Spa-

niards have within the laft century un-

dergone, in other refpeas, fenfible re-

volutions. Formerly the point of ho-

nour, delicate to excefs, occafioned
among them frequent duels ;were other

proofs



proofs wanting, their comedies and no-

véis would furniíh a fufficient number.

Atprefent their courage is not fo reftlefs,

yet it is ftillfufficient intime of war to

defend the country without difturbing
its repofe during the mild reign of peacé.
On the other hand the Spaniards have

preferved their ancient virtues, patience
and fobriety ; the former renders them

conítant in their enterprizes, and inde-
fatigable in their labours ; the latter
preferves them from the exceíTes too

common in the other countries of Eu-
rope. Imean not todiminiíh their merit;

befides of what importaace is the caufe
of virtues ia men, provided they are
ufeful in their eíFeéls. Idaré therefore
afíert, that the fo much boafted fobriety
of the Spaniards is, ina great meafure,
the confequence of their phyfical con-

ftitution, and of the quaiity of their
food. Their robuft and mufcular bo-
dies, dried and hardened by the aaive
heat of a burning ciimate, fupport better
the deprivation and fuperabundance of
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nourilhment. In the firft cafe, the ab-
ftinence to which they may be compelled
does notweaken them; in the fecond,

their ftrength refifts the excefíes of in-

ternperance. The flefh of animáis, at

leaft in the Mediterranean provinces of

Spain, contains, in a given quantity,
more nutritive matter than elfewhere.
Their roots, lefs fpongy than in coun-

tries where water contibutes more than

'the fun to their growth, are ofamore

nouriíhing fubílance. Strangers who

remain fometime at Madrid, foon per-

ceive this fuperiority, and ifthey yield
to the appetite they may have upon their
árrival, an endemial difeafe, called Entri-
pado, a kind of cholic, which the phy-
ficians of the country only know, how

to treat, painfuhy informs them of their
change of food and ciimate. It is fo
true, that the power of eating littleor

much is a confequence of air and foil,

that in the provinces, or in the king-
dom of Valencia, Tor inftance, where

aliments contarñ lefs fubílance, a much
greater indukence of the appetite is
_» *\u25a0*___.



neither profcribed -by cuftom ñor pre-

judicial to health. WTith refpe-a to in-

toxicating liquors, the fobriety of the

Spaniards proceeds in a great meafure

from Nature, which, always employ-

ing means proportioned to her end, has

beftowed on them a conílitution anala-

gous to the ftre.ngth of the wines pro-

duced by their foil, whilft ftrangers

cannot withimpunity drink of them to

excefs. Nothing is more uncommon

than to fee a Spaniard inebriated with
wine, although that which he drinks

is more fpiritous than thofe of France ;

and ifa drunken foldier be feen in the
flreets of Madrid, it is very probable he
is a foreigner.

We may remark on this occafion, that
fobriety feems to be the inheritance of
the inhabitants of the South, as intem-
perance is that of thofe of the North.
We may alfo obferve, that the people
who commit moft exceífes ia drinking
are not thofe whofe foil produces the

liquors by which they are inebriated, as
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ifNature, which has given them the
meaas of fatisfyiag their thirft aad ap-
petite, aad adapted their orgaas to the
ufe of thefe meaas, intended to puniíh
them for feeking, at a diftance, the food
and liquor íhe has created for others.
Thefe difpofitions are undoubtedly de-
ranged by other combinations. Habit
chaages them inmore than one ciimate;
but it feems to me that witha little at-

tention, it is eafy to difcover the traces

of the primitive intentions of Nature.

However this may be, the Spaniardá
willpardon me for confidering their fo-
briety as a virtue of ciimate; this is only
refembling them to other nations, and
even to all the individuáis of the human
fpecies, who equally owe their qualities
to their education, rank in life, habits,
the examples they have before them, and
a thoufaad other caufes whichdepend not

on themfelves. It is ftilla great rnerit
not to refiít beneficial impülfes.



The Spaniards have, befides, that of
triumphing over thofe influences which
difpofe to certain excefíes, for which they
might have ferved as anapology. Ihave
particularly inview a depraved taíte, re-

probated by Nature, injurious to the fair
fex, and too common among the people
of the fouth. This is abfolutely un-
known in Spain.

Jealoufy, another outrage on the fex,
the objea of our homage, feems alfo to

depend upon the influence of ciimate
which communicates its ardour to the
fenfes and imagination. This odious
paffion, formerly fo injurious in its fuf-
picions, cruel inits precautions, and im-
placable and fometimes atrocious in its
relentments, is much weakened among
the modera Spaniards. There are no

people in Europe among whom fewer
jealous hufoands are to be found. The
women, who were formerly hiddea from
the public, of whom it was fcarceiy pof-
fibíe to gain a glimpfe through the open-
iags of the lattices, which undoubtedly
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owe their ñame to the vile fentiment
which was the caufe of their being in-
vented *,now enjoy fuilliberty. Their
rivals, the only remains of their ancient
fervitude, only ferve at prefent to íhel-
ter their charms from a burning fun,
and to render them more attraaive.
Firft invented by jealoufy, they are now
employed to very different purpofes. Co-
quetry has converted them into one of
Itsmoft feducing ornaments ;and in fa-
vouring fecrefy they infiure impunity to

the ítolen pleafures of love. The lovers
who, under the balconies of their in-
vifible miftreíTes, fighed without hope,
and had nothing but their guittar for
witnefs and interpreter, are baniíhed to

comedies and romances. Hufbands are
become more docile, wives more accef-
íible, and conquefts, as it is faid, lefs
ílow and difficult. In this refpea itbe-
longs not to me to pronounce the eulo-
gium of Spaniíh manners. Were Ito

% Jaloujze, in the French language, fignifies a



confine myfelf to the evidence ofmy own

experience, there are no women ni Eu-

rope more puré. Whether it was from

fcruple, want of addrefs, or that Ifelt

not inmyfelf conílancy fufficient for the

aíüduities to which thofe who render ho-

mage to the Spaniíh ladies muft be de-

voted; or whether Iwas deterred by

dangers ftillmore to be feared, although

in fome refpeas, perhaps chimerical, to

which lovers are expofed, Ihave no lefs

reafon to believe in their virtue, than

to do juftice to their charms. But not

to advance any thing upon fufpicious
evidence, Iíhall fpeak of nothing rela-

tive to the Spaniíh ladies of whichIhave

not myfelf a knowledge.

The women ofevery country have par-
ticular charms by which they are cha-

ra&erifcd. InEngland, by the elegance
of their íhape, and modefty of their car-

riage ; inGermany by freíhnefs of com-

plexión, and inFrance by that amiable

gaiety which animates all their features.

The charmfeít on approaching a Spaniíh
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lady has fomething of deception which
is not eafily defined. It owes but
little to the aid of the toilet. The com-
plexión of a Spaniíh beauty is never or-
namented withborrowed brilliance : art
fupplies not the colouring which nature
has refufed by expofing her to the in-
fluence of a burning ciimate. But by
how many beauties is íhe recompenfed
forher palenefs ? Where are finer íhapes,
greater eafe in every motion, or fofter
delicacy of feature to be found than
among the Spaniíh beauties ? Grave, and
rather melancholy, at firft fight, yet,
fnould one ofthefe fair ones open on you
her large black eyes, full of exprefíion,
íhould íhe accompany her glances witha
fmile, infenfibilityitfelffalls at her feet.
But ifthe coldnefs of her reception dif-
courage not her admirer from addreffing
her, íhe is as decided and mortifying in
her difdain, as íhe is feducing inpermit-
inghim to hope.

In the laft cafe íhe leaves him no room
to fear a long cruelty ; but perfe veranee,



which in other countries accelerates the
dénouement, muft furvive it inSpain, and
becomes a feveré duty. The fortúnate men
whom íhe deigns to conquer, and who are
called Cortejos, are lefs difintereftedbutnot
lefs aífiduous than the ciciíbeiofItaly. A
total facrifice is required of them. They
muft give proofs of this at allhours of
the day, accompany the lady to the pub-
lick walk, the theatres, and even the
confeííional. But what isparticular inthis
kind ofintimacy, is that two perfons thus
united by a fentiment which feems inex-
hauítible, are frequently íilent, melan-.
choly, and appear not as inother places,
happy in the happinefs of each other's
company. Iknow not ifIinjure the
Spaniíh fair fex;but Iam difpofed to
believe, their chains are not fo eafy tobet
borne, as difíicult to avoid. The Spaniíh
beauty is faid to be very rigorous inmany

refpeas ;her caprices are fometimes ra-
ther hafty, and too obedient to the im«
pulfe of an ardent imagination. But that
which is not eafy to concíllate withher
eternally varying fancles, and concurs
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with a thoufand other obfervations to
prove the incoherency of the human
heart, both in male and female, is the
conítancy of Spaniíh women in their at-
tachments. The intoxication they caufe
and experience, far diíferent from all ex-
treme agitations or afíeaions of the mind,
which continué but a íhort time, is pro-
longed greatly beyond the common term ;
and IfaW, duringmy refidence in Spain,
more than one fuch paffion continué
conftant tillthe parties expired with oíd
age. Inave frequently fought for the
reafon of this conítancy ;which difcon-
certed all my ideas, and have imagined
st to be in a religious fcruple, certain ly
illunderftood, as moft fuch fcruples are.
Perhaps, faid Ito myfelf, the confci-
ence of a Spaniíh lady, fuíEciently
complaifant to permit her one gratifica-
tion which offends her duty, would be
terrified at a fucceífion ofinfidelities. In
the firft íhe may poflibly find an excufe
in human infirmity, in the irrefiftible
wiíh of the heart, which inclines her



towards one objea, deftined by nature to

fixher affeaions.

Itbelongs to thofe who are acquainted
with the female heart and confcience to
judge of this conjeaure. It is certain,
that in Spain, more than in any other
country, both men and women appear
to conciliate the irregularity of manners
with the moft fcrupulous obfervance of
religious duties, and even withthe mocke-
ries of fuperftition. Inmany countries
thefe excefíes alternately fucceed each
other. In Spain they are fimultaneous;
and the women, in confequence of this
ftrange mixture of religión and frailty,
feem to aim lefs to prevent fcandal, or
conceal their condua, than to eftabliíh
a kind ofequilibrium between their faults
and their merits ; an incoherence in
which both fexes appeared to me to par-
ticípate. It is the confequence of error
and weaknefs, and the moft ferious re-
proach Ihave to make that nation.
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How many men have Iknown, who,

though they led an extreme diforderly
life, frequented publick woríhip with an
afliduity, which even true; chriftians do
not confider as an indifpenfible duty,
carefully obferved every injunaion of
the church relative to abftinence, and
rendered to the minifters almoft degra-
ding homages? How many women aban-
doned to an attachment utterly incon-
fiftent with their duty, are furrounded
with relicks, cover themfelves with a
fcapulary, oblige themfelves by vows to
the performance of aaions indiíferent in
their own nature, and fcrupulouíly fulfil
them. Ibeíieve hypocrites tobe very rare
inSpain ; but to compenfate for this the
ridiculous afíbciation' of certain moral
improprieties with fuperftitious prac-
tices, is more common there thán elfe-
where. Muft this be attributed to a want
of knowledge, or the criminal comp-lai-
fance ofthe direaors of confcience, who
are thus prodigaí of the indulgence of
which tliey themfelves ítand in need ?
Or is it the ciimate which muft ferve as



an excufe for fome vices, as itis the caufe
of fome virtues ;does it command the
cratification of certain frailties too im-
perioufly for coafcieaces, fcrupulous in
other refpeas, tobe terrifiedfrom yielding
compiiance ?

To endeavour to explain the difíblute-
nefs of moráis, is toacknowledge itexiíts,
and, notwithftanding my favourable opi-
nión of the Spaniards, Icannot but con-
fefs this charge. More faithful how-
ever, to the refolutioa Ihave formed to
be impartial, Imuft add, that this de-
pravity is not fo general as libertines,
whoalways exaggerate their indifcretions,
are pleafed to fay itis;that there are even
at Madrid families exemplary in their
condua, faithful huíbands, and wives
who in other countries would be models
of modefty and propriety ; that their
daughters, although in general not re-
ferved in their carriage, promife much
more than they grant, and that nothing
ismore rare than their anticipation of the
rights of matrimony ; that ifopportuni-
tiesofpurchafingpleafures equally íhame-


