
reproaches of ignorance and indolence
to which íhe had fo long been éxpofed ?

Even that would be betfer, replied the
merchant, than to rifk,by endeavouring
fo derive new and romaatic advantages
fronl the iflands, exciting the jealouíy
of thofe powers which forbear to difturb
them at prefent on accouat of their iau-
tility, aad who would not have fuífered
them to renlain fo long in the poíTefiion
of a more aaive nation. It would alfo
be more advantageous than to increafe
and extend their commerce at the ex-
pence of the manufaaures of Spain, and
at the rifk of difturbing the tranquility
of Europe. But my aíTertions are not fo
oppofite to reafon and policy as you feem
to imagine*

Ido not mean that Spain íhould con-
tinué to abandon the Philippines en-
tirely to themfelves. Let thofe kinds of
agriculture and induftry, to which the
foiland charaaer of the. inhabitants ren-
der them proper, be encouraged, but
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let thefe be entirely direaed to the ad-
vantage of the people of the iíland. You
fay, their port is inacceífible in time of
war. In that cafe, the chief taík of the
mother country isperformed. Itwouldbe
fufficient that now, in time ofpeace, that
port íhould be opened to all the Eaftern
nations, and that the inhabitants íhould
be permitted to make voyages from one

part of India to another. This would
fuítice' for their profperity without en-
dangering; their fafety. By this means the
reproaches you would wiíh Spain to free
lieríelffrom willbe without foundation,
and the mother country will figaalize
that virtue ib worthy of a great power,
the generofity of rendering her fubjects
happy, without expeaing any other re-.1

_
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íary benefaaion.

In fact, what reafon can a government
whichis fo fuccefsfuíly employed inmak-
ingroads and cañáis to facilítate commu-
nication-througdi every part ofthe coun-
try ;which inceííantly labours to encou-



rage agriculture and manufaaures, to

increafe population, to emancípate the
inhabitants from their aíicient prejudices,
to render the navy refpeaable, and to
extend commerce to fo manv other co-

lonies which without the Philippines
would fufficientiy contribute to the riches
and fplendor of Spain, be reprcached
withindolence and ignorance ? a govern-
ment which, not fatisfied with the eftab-
liíhment of a free trade with Spaniíh
América ingeneral, has had the wifdom
and courage to take particular meafures
in favour of thofe parts of that América
which, as Trinidad and Louifiana, had
a more immediate claim to its attention ?
Who that has
henceíorth car

a^re^pea for trutli will
\u25a0ve fo odious aade to

unjuíl adefcrip tion of this nation ? The
only aniwer Ica n return to fuch declama3
tions is, either the charaaer of the Spa-
niards has been iroproperly eftimated,
orit is greatly changed.

*
* The gloomy prediclions of the Spaniíh merchan
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This led me to a difcuífion of thg
manners and charaéter of the modern
Spaniards, in which we agreed much
better than on the fubject of the Philip-
pine company. Itconfirmed me in the
ideas Ihad conceived of them after a re-

fidence of feveral years in the country.

fuffered, from a wantofíkillin thofe who had the care
of it,confiderable damages, which were repaired at the
iíle of France ;but the two others arrived fafe at Cádiz
towards the end of 1787. Their cargoes were received
with the greateft eagernefs : their fales exceeded the
price at which they were eftimated on their arrival
from fifteen to fiftyper Cent. It is however feared,
that this fplendid beginning cannot be fupported.
The high price was attribuíed to novelty, and the
icarcity of the cpmmodities brought by the veíTels.
It is prefuined, that if a tafte for them were eftab-
liíhed, fmuggling would furniíh them at a cheaper
rate ;forthe company, for want of having placed expe-
rienced fupra cargoes in the veiTeis, made inthis firft
expedition very dear purchafes, and of a middíing
quaiity ; itis even thought, that in future, the com-

pany muft renounce the article of tea, whichamong the
Spaniards has arivaldifficult to fupplant. Befides, the
confumption of chocolate cannot be diminifned but
to the detriment of feveral colonies, the property of
which is ftillmore interefting to Spain than that of



The recapitulation Iam about to ofFer to

my readers, williaform them what is my
own opinión.

~

Iíhall begin by a few words concern-
ing fuch eftimates of national charac-
ter. They are portraits, which under
a brilliant and ingenious pencil, have
every merit except that of refemblance.
It is not according to them that an

idea can be formed ofany modera people.
For individuáis to refemble each other,
they muft be under the iníluence of the
fame climate, have the fame occupations,
and profefs the fame religión. They
muft alfo live under a well-eftabliihed
form of government, and moft of them
give to their ideas, fentiments and ex-

terior habitude of body, a conílant and
uniform turn. It is the concurrence
only of all thefe particulars which can
authorize us to apply to all the portrait
of an individual. A diíference among
them, in any one of thefe refpeas, is
fufficient to give infinite variety to their
moral and phyfical features. For this
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reafon it would be eafy to defcribe the
ancient Scythians, or other paíloral na-
tions, the favages of Canadá and barba-
rians in general, who have but one finí-
pie and uniform mode of woríhip, few
laws, and little communication with
other nations. The Greeks and Romans
alio in the happieft times of their repub-
lics, almoft eatirely devoted to the love
of their couatry, liberty and fame, in-
habiting a confined fpace, where the in-
fluence of climate was in every place
nearly fimilar, and alltaking a part more
or ieís aaive in government, might be
generally defcribed by the fame íiaea-
meats. For which reafon, among mo-
dera nations, the Engliíh and Dutch
would be íbund nearer this uniformity,
the firít from that univerfal inquietude
which fixes their attention upon govern-
ment, whofe operations are fubmitted to
their inípeaion, and from that national
pride which keeps their miads ia conti-
nua! activity, and which is not, as in
other countries, confined to certain clanes
oifpciety; and thelatterbecauíe, notwith-



ítanding the varíous conftitutions of their
feven provinces, *they have all a point
of unión which attaches them to their
country and liberty, by their portion of
an authority infinitely fubdivided ;and,
becaufe the nature of their foil,and their
fituation withrefpea toother countries, *

*
Ifind in the republick ofHolland, a confirmation

of this obfervation. Six of the provinces refemble
each other inthe nature of the foil,which obliges them
to commerce, and reduces them to almoft a íinglekind
ofcultivation, andín their conftitution, which is dif-
ferently compofed of ariftoc racy and democracy ;while
the province of Guelderland which has notoneconíi»
derabíe harbour, is almoft without cañáis, of which the
foilis more unequal and lefs fertile than thatof the reft
of the republick, and which has been long íince faíhi-
oned to the yoke of a mafter, contalns inhabitants
which fenfiblydiffer from the fubje£tsof the other uni-
ted provinces. It is therefore upon Guelderland that
the Defpot, whohas juft reduced them to fubjection,
has made the firfteífay of his power ; and, whilft the
other provinces glowed with the noble enrhuíiafm of
liberty, its ftates, chiefiy compofed of gentíemen de-
voted by intereft to tyranny, fighed for his fuccefs.
They were the firfttooffer himaííiftance, ar,;' ,.ve the
warmeft reception to thofe who carne to al miof

-alhis triumph. After this, let the port

Dutchmanbe appiiedto aninhabitant o
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prefcribes them all nearly the fame taítc
and employments. But who can fiatter
himfelf with the idea of giving a good
portrait of the Germán, Italian, and
French nations ? What a difference be-
tween the climates, prodaaions, em-
ployments, laws and language of one
province and thofe of another ! Who
would apply to an inhabitant of Weít-
phalia the. defcription of a Saxon or an

Auftrian; that of a Neapolitan to a Ve-
netian ; or that of a Fleming to; an in-
habitant of Languedoc \-

The Spaniards are iñ the fame fita-*
ation as thefe three nations. There
aae in the inhabitants of their chief
provinces fuch ítriking differences of"
climate, manners, laaguage, habits,
charaaer, and even exterior form2 that
the portait of a Galician would more re-
femble a native of Auvergne than a Ca-
taionian, and that of an Andaluíian a
Gafcon more than a Caílilian. Ifthe
Spaniards have ever had charaaeriftic
marks, applicable to all the inhabitants



of their Peninfula, it was when th.e
Arabians, by eftabliíliing themfelves in
the nation, had ftamped it witha par-

ticular impreíüoa, and notwithítaadiag
the different caufes which feparated
them from it, had communicated to it
a part of their manners, ideas, taíte
for the arts and fciences, and of every
thing of which the traces are ftillfound
in the provinces where they moftly re-
fided; it was when the high idea they
had of their nation, and which was

juílified by circumítances, appeared in
their perfons, and gave them all a re-
femblance to the defcription illgiven
of them ; by reprefenting them all
grave, auílere,, generous, and breath-
ing nothing but war and adventures. It
was, in fine, when in their general af-
femblies, which they called Cortes, all
took a part, more or lefs aaive, ingo-
vernment, direaing or watching its
operations, and when they felt more
ftrongly than at prefent, that patrio-
tifm which aas fo powerfully upon the
ppinions, affeaions and manners oí thofe
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whom it animates. But thefe three
caufes of uniformity in national cha-
raaer have almoft entirely difappeared
and left the Spaniards more immediately
to the influence of the climate, and the
laws and produaions of their different
provinces ; fo that to defcribe them in
their prefent ftate, they muft be divided
into Caftiliaas, Catalonians, Arragoni-
ans, Navarrians, Andalufians, and Aftu-
rians, and to each of thefe people muft
be aífigned a particular portrait ; a dif-
ficult and difagreeabie taík, whicfi could
never be compleated without almoft
continually placing the exception by
the fide o£ the rule ;in which itwould
be fcarceíy poffible to be exaa without
defcending to minutenefs, to be juít
without being fevere, or a eulogiít with-
out appearing to flatter. ' . .

However, this revolution has not been
fo compleat as not to leave many fea-
tures, by which the whole Spaniíh na-
tion may ftillbe known. A part of its
manners have íurvived the event by



which they were changed. The infiu-
ence of the climate has been modified,
but not deítroyed ;in many refipeas the
provinces have the fame form of go-
vernment. The court of a monarch.
almoft abfolute, is ftillthe center of all
views and affeaions. All the modern
Spaniards profefs the fame religión. In
literature they have ftillthe fame tafte,
and copy the fame models. In many
refpeas they have preferved fome re-

femblance to their anceítors, and this
is what Iíhall endeavour to point out.

When Spain difcovered and con-
quered the New World, not contented
to reign over a great part of Europe,
íhe agitated and convulfed the other
either by intrigue or military enterprizes.
At this period the Spaniards were intox-
icated with that national pride which
appeared in the exterior of their per-
fons, in their geítures, language and
writings. As there was then lome rea-
fon for this, it gave them an air of
g^randeur which wras at leaíl pardoned
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by thofe whom it iafpired not with
refpea. But by a concurrence of un-
fortuaate circumílaaces this fpleadour
has beea eclipfed, and the aíTuming man-
ners it excufed have furvived it^

The Spaniard of the fixteenth ceñ-
tury has difappeared, but his maík re-
manís. Henee Lthat exterior fiercenefs
and gravity by which he is at prefent
diftinguiíhed, and which have frequently
recalled to my recoileaion two lines
of one of our poets on the fubjea of
original fin, notwithftanding the con-
fequences of which the fublime íta-
tion man was intended to fillis ftill
eafy to be knowm

C'eft du haut de fon tróne un roi precipité^
Quigarde fur fon front un'trait de majefté*.

The modern Spaniard ftill preferves
inhis air and geíture the marksofhis
ancient greatnefs. Whether he fpeaks

*He is a king precipitated from his throne, #Hé
ftillpreferves ia his air fame traces of majefty.



or writes, his expreífions have an exac-
gerated tura which approaches bombaft.
The Spaniards willpardon me for treat-
ing them in this point with a little fe-
verity. To enable them to fupport it,
let them recollea that each nation has
its defeas as well as good qualities ;and
that thefe are fo jcined, that defeas are

fometimes the confequence or excefs of
good qualities, in the fame manner as
good qualities are an excufe for, and
frequently the confequences of defeas.

Itherefore íhall not fcruple to repeat
that the Spaniard has an exalted idea of
his natioa and of himfelf, and expreíTes
it without the leaft difguife of art. His
vaaity is not nouriíhed by thofe plea-
faatexaggeratioas which provoke laughf
tcr rather than anger, and which cha-
raaerife the inhabitants of one of the
proviaces of Fraace. Whea he boafts
it is gravely, with all the pomp of his
language. In a word, the Spaniard, as.
a man of wit once faid to me, is a Gafcon
who has put on the bufen.
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Iam neverthelefs much difpofed to
believe that the genius of the language
may alfo be one reafon for this pompous
ftyíe. The Spaniards have not only
adopted many words and expreífions
from the Arable, but their language is
impregnated, as itwere, withthe oriental
fpirit which the Arabians naturalized
in Spain. This is found in all the pro-
duaions of Spaniíh imagination, inX D 7

works of piety, in comedies and novéis,.

Itis, perhaps, one of the caufes of the
ílow progrefs of found philofophy, be-
caufe carrying every thing beyond the
truth, accumulating images round the
moft limpie ideas, and favouring what-
éver borders uoon the wonderful, the
fanauary of truth is furrounded with
illufion and rendered inacceíuble. The
Spaniard is fo prolífic, fo diforder-
ed in his conceptions, that to fay a

man conceives brilliant chimeras, or that
he receives them as realities, cuftom has
introduced the proverb, IIfalt des cha-
teaux en Efpagne, he builds caíbles in
Spain, an exprefíion, for the etymoíogy



of which, Ithiak, it would be fuper-
fluous to feek elfewhere.

But the haughtinefs of the Spaniard,
which would be noble were it more
moderated, and his gravity which al-
ways awes, and fometimes repels, are
compenfated by very eftimable qualities,
or are rather the fource of thofe qua-
lities. Individual pride, like that of a
nation, elevates the mind and guards it
againft meannefs ;and fuch is the eífea
of Spaniíh haughtinefs. InSpain there
are vices and crimes as in other coun-
tries; but in general they bear this na-
tional charaaeriftic. Itis obfervable in
the moft obfcure claífes, in dungeons,
and even under rags and mifery. It
compenfates, to a certain degree, the
genius of a language naturaily diffufe,
in which the ear feems to be gratified
by an accumulation of fonorous words,
and wherein multiplied expreífions are
frequentiy miftaken for an abundance
of ideas. Haughtinefs is commoníy pre-
cife; it difdains detall and loves enig-

Vol.II. K matical
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matical expreífions becaufe they are con-
cife, and leave room to think, and fome-
times to conjeaure. Henee is it that
the fame Spaniards who, when their
imagination is in the leaft warmed, dif-
play all the luxury of their language,
are iaconic when their mind is calm.
Of thisImight give a hundred exam-

ples, but Iíhall mention one only. I
had occafion to fpeak to a Spaniard of
the loweft clafs, and found him gravely
careffing a little child. Iaíked him, if
he were the father ? AFrenchman of
the fame rank would have modeftly an-
fwered, Yes, Sir; or, at leaft, Ibelievc
fo;and would have faid much more on

the fubjea than Iíhould have wiíhed
to hear. The Caftiliaa, without dif-
turbing himfelf, or even receiving my
queftion with a fmiie, anfwered me
coldly :

"he was born in my houfe,"
after which he immediately turued the
difeourfe to fome other fubjea.

This gravity, almoft become prover-
biáis is however far from what it is



generalíy fuppofed to be ;in faa itex-
cludes in the Spaniards what we cali
aífability. They do not anticípate, but
wait for you. But this auítere covering
frequently conceals a good and benevo-
lent mind, which willbecome manifeít oa
the leaft examination. Strangers to the
vain hypocrify of Freach poiiteaefs, the
Spaaiards are fparing in profeífions.
Their fmile of benevoíence is not the
maik of duplicity, and their heart com-
monly opens with their features. How
often have Ibeen repulfed by the ex-
terior of a Spaniard, and remained a
long time without being able to ap-
proachhim.ortoconquermyrepugnance,
which was all that was neceíTary, to
find inhima complaifaace aot affeaed
but real ;aa obligiag manner, not that
which promifes but that which grants !
The Spaniards are, perhaps, in want of
that urbanity which is beftowed by what
we cali a refined education, but which
too frequently ferves as a covering to

falfehoodand contempt. They fupply this
by that unaffeaed franknefs and g;ood-
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nature, which announces and infpires
confidence.

The great among them have no dig-
nity, ifwe mean that which is circum-
fpea in its affability, for fear of provok-
ing familiarity, and which cares but
littlewhether or not it be loved, pro-
vided itbe but refpeaed. Without for-
getting who they are, they mark not
in a mortifying manner the diftinaion
of claífes, aad do not difdain to form
conneaions among thofe beaeath their
owa. They have ao longer among them
a Duke of Alba, a Don Louis de Haro,
and a Peñaranda, whofe charaaers dif-
played ia the face of Europe, have
uadoubtedly coatributed to propágate
the idea ftilleatertaiaed of the impe-
rious haughtiaefs of the Spaniíh nobi-
lityof the firftrank. Iffome have ftill
preferved the traces of it,ia them it is
coolaefs, timidity, aad embarraíTment i
or at leaft, ifImay ufe the expreífion,
their point of contaa with the reíl of



We muft not forget likewife, that
this exterior gravity conceals inperfons
of every ciafs a cheerfulnefs, which to

difcover itfelf only needs to be excited.
To prove this, Iíhall not have recourfe
to the Spaniíh theatres, where buffoon-
eries are fo weíl received ; this would
rather be an argumeat againft my aíTer-
tion, becaufe it has been remarked,

that the theatres of gay nations are

more ferious than thofe of grave ones,

as ifthe mind were priacipally delighted
with thofe emotioas which are moft
oppofite to its habitual fíate.

But to enable the reader to iudee
whether or not the Spaniards have the
vivacity Ihave attributed to them, I
willcondua him to circles where they
are at their eafe; to their repafts, even
before the vapours of the food and
wine have fermeared in their brain; I
willintroduce him to their eohverfations
which abound ia fprightlinefs, plea-
fantries and equivoques, all .the legití-
mate or ¿Ilegitímate ofíspring of viva-
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city; and willthere aík him, if this be
not more open and better fupported than
inFrench focieties, circles orpetit-foupers.
Undoubtedly he wilffay, that this vi-
vacity is too noify, that it is vulgar.
But contemptible is that delicacy which
condemns men to tirefome infipídity.
Let this cheerfulnefs however, be con-
denan ed or not, by the caprice of faíhion,
it does not the lefs exift becaufe our pre-
judices have taken a contrary tura.

Similar obfervations may be made on

other defeas with which the Spaniards
are continually reproached. IfIhave
not quite abfólved them from their idle-
nefs, Ihave taken the iiberty to aflert,
that it was the confequence of tranfient
circumftances, and willdifappear with
them. In faft, when we witnefs the
aaivity which appears upon the coaít of
Catalonia, throughout the whole king-
dom of Valencia, in the mountains of
Bifcay, and in all places were induftry is
encouraged, and commodities have an

e-afy and certain fale ;when pn the other



hand, we obferve the laborious life of

the muletiers and calefíieros, who cou-

rageoufiy condua their mules and car-

riages throughout the whole country by

the moft dangerous roads ; the huíband-
men who, in the plains of La Mancha

and Andalufia, harden themfelves to

the labours of the fields, which the na-

ture of the foil, the diftance of their ha-
bitations, and the heat of the moft burn-

ingclimate ia Europe, reader more pain-
ful thaa in other countries ;when we

confider the number of Galicians and

Afturians who, like our Auvergnians
and Limoufins, feek at a diftance the

ílow and painful means of fubfiftence ;

when we perceive that the idlenefs with

which the Spaniards are fo much re-

proached, is circumfcribed within the
boundaries of the two Caftiles, that is,

the part of Spain the moft unprovided
withroads, cañáis, and navigable rivers;

itis bat juft, to conclude that this vice
is not an indelible ítain inthe charaaer
of the Spaniíh nation ; that itis only the
refult of the tranfient nature of things ;
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and that a government aaive and en-
lightened likethe prefent, willfindmeans
intirely to eradicate it.

There is another defea which has
much affinity to idlenefs, at leaft itma-

nifeíts itfeífby much the fame fymptoms;
which is flownefs ; and from this ir
would be more diíficult to excúlpate the
Spaniards. Itmuft be aílowed, that know-
ledge penetrates but ílpwly into Spain.
In political meafures, war, and all the
operations of government ;nay, even in
the commoa occureaces of life, when
other nations aa, they ftilldelibérate.
Miftruftfuland circumfpea, they failin
as many aíFairs by flownefs, as others by
precipitation. This is the more extraordi-
nary, as their liveíy imagination íhould
feem of a nature to be irritated by delay.
Butinnations, as inindividuáis, there is
nota Tingle quaiity whichisaot frequeatiy
modified by a coatrary oae, aad ia the
ílruggle, the triumph is always on the
fide to which the. miad is moft forcibly
diípoíed by the cireumÍLance of the mo-



ment. The Spaniard, naturally cold and

delibérate when nothing extraordiaary

nieves him, is iañamed to enthufiafm,

when his haughtinefs, refentment, or

any of the paííions which compofe his

charaaer, are awakeaed either by infalt

or oppofitioa. Henee itis, that the Spa-

niíh aatioa, appareatly the moft grave,

cold, aad flowia Europe, fometimes be-

comes oae of the moft violeat when cir-

cumítances deprive itof its habitual calm

and deliver it up to the empire of the
imap-ination. The moft dangerous ani-

mals are not thofe which are in the moft

continued agitation. The afpea of the

lioa is grave as his pace ;his motioas

are aot withoat aa objea ; his roar-
ino-s not in vain. As long as his in-
aaion is undifturbed, he loves peace and
filence, but ifhe be provoked, he íhakes
his mane ; fire fparkles in his eyes ;he
roars tremendoufly, and the king of ani-
mals appears.

Itisthis combination offlownefs and vio-

lence which perhaps conílitutes the moft
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formidable courage ;and fuch feems to

me to be that of the Spaniards. The
caufes which retained them incontinual
inaaivity have difappeared. The vici-
nity of the Moors, which was not the
leaft of them, has long loft its effea ;
as well as the aaited motives of hatred,
jealoufy and fanaticifm which increafed

its intenfity. The wars of the laíl cea-

tury, aad that of the Spaniíh fucceííion,
were not fufficient to kee-p itup to the
height at which itthen was. Spaniíh
courage therefore, may feem abated ;but

itis capable of being rouzed, and is eafily
excited upon the leaft fignal. The re-
volution in this refpea is not fenfible,

except incircumítanees inwhich courage
is ufelefs, or fometimes prejudicial, and

rather the vice ofa feroeious people, than
the virtue of a poliíhed nation. The
ñame alone of infidels excited fury, but
the age of the Pizarras and Almagros is
forgotten, happily for Spain and huma-
nity. The coloniíls of Spaniíh América,

and the natives íhe has ftillpreferved,



no longer tremble under the yoke of the

mother country.

Ifreligious intolerance exifts in Spam,

itis only indeclamation, and the zeal of

perfecution is confiderably abated. The

Spaniards begin to think that religión

may permit policy to treat as ufeful

neighbours, thofe whom they had only

viewed as irreconcileable enemies. In

Spain, as wellas in other nations, the

progrefs of knowledge and philofophy*
though it may have been ílow, has.fen-
fibly foftened the manners. The traces

of aacient barbarity fuccefíively difap»

pear. AíTafíinations were formerly com-

mon inSpain. Every man of refpeaabi-
lity, and every one who held a public

employment had his anafíins at com-

mand ;which were hired inthe kingdom
of Valencia, as it is pretended witneñes
are in fome of the French provinces.
This dreadful cuítom was infome mea-

fure the confequence ofthe weapons then

in ufe. One of thefe was a fpecies of
triangular poniard which, concealed un-
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der the cioak, was drawn forth to take
vengeance in the firftmoment of refent-
ment. A ftroke from it was much more
dangerous than one from a fword, the ufe
of which cannot be fecret, and reauires
fome dexterity ; and it was more to be
feared than the common poniard known
by the ñame of rejón. The ufe of thefe
perfidious weapons is not yet entirely
aboliíhed, and furniíhes a ground for
the accufations with which foreigaers
continué to vilify the Spaaiards. It is
feldom that the manners of a people are
correaed by violent and precipítate
means. Aminifter of the prefent reign
has made the fad experiment. The long
cloaks. aad round hats pulled over the
face favoured diforders, aad particularly
thofe which endaagered the fafety of the
citizens. .He wiíhed to ufe coercive means,
and even opea forcé, to preveat their be-
iag v/ora for the future ia the capital.
The people mutiaied, aad the miaifter
was facrificed ; the maaaer of drefs fo
fuddealy attacked, was inpart continued
after his difgrace ;but milder and more



flowmeafures, the example of the court,

and thofe about it, added to the aai-

vity of a vigilant pólice, have confide-

rablv contributed to correa' the evil.

The fpecies of mafk, under the ñame

of a hat, which encouraged infolence

by infuring impunity, is totally laid

afide; and the cloak, very convenient
for thofe who know how to wear it,

now favours nothing but idlenefs.

The ufe of the fatal poniard ftillexifts

in fome parts of Spain, efpecially in

the fouthern provinces, but it is wholly

confined to the loweft rank. Some bra-

voes make it a bug-bear to the weak,

and with the violent and paífionate it

is the inítrument of immediate ven-
eccleiíaítlcs have made it

I^^Sor their miífion of peace and

charity to difama their pariíhioners.
The archbiíhop of Granada, in particu-
lar, has with this view fuccefsfully em-

ployed his arguments from the pulpit.
Poaiards aad aíTaífiaations are, however,

ftill common in Aadalufia; where the

e;eance.
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powerful influence of ciimate yet is
manifeft, when not counter-balanced
by moral agency. During the fummer,
a certain eafterly wind caufes in that
province a kind of phrenzy, which
renders thefe excefíes more common then
than at any other feafon of the year.

But let the natural face of Spain be
renewed ;let roads and cañáis crofs the
diftrias hitherto almoft inacceífible ;let
a more eafy communication render the
vigilance of the agents of government
more aaive and certain ;let an increafe -
ing population expofe to the public eye,
and to public puniíhment, the villaias
who reiga but ia folitude, iike wildbeafts
in a defart ;let the progrefs of agricul-
ture, induftry, and commerce give em-
ployment to mifchievous idleaefs ;ia a
word, let the prefent pian of govern-
ment be executed, and it will foon ap-
pear, in this refpect as in others, that
the influence of ciimate wiii yield to
fuch powerful caufes. The revolution
ín manners, within the laft half cen-



tury, evinces the truth of this predic-
tion. Itwas not until the prefent cen-

tury that two barbarous cuíloms were

by degrees aboliíhed, which ought long
before to have been profcribed by reafon

and humanity. Imean the Rondalla and

the Pedreades. The former of thefe is a

kind of defiance which two bands of

muficians give to each other. Without
any other motive than that of giving a

proof of bravéry, they meet with fwords
and fire-arms, fire at each other, and
then clofe with fwords. Willitbe be-
lieved that this cuítom ftill exifts in
Navarre and Arragon ? That of the
Pedreades has but lately been difufed.
This was alfo a kind of combat between
two companies, armed with flings, who
attacked each other with ftones.

Such manners are equally íhameful to
thofe who retain them and the govern-
ment by which they are toierated. How-
ever, as there is fcarceíy any vicious cuf-
x>m\rvhich has not its realons as wellas

there are certainapparent



THE PRESENT STATE

perfons who are difpleafed thefe inftitu-
tions íhould be aboliíhed, aííedging that
though they cannot be denied to be
proofs of ferocity, they are equally fo
of courage, which they contribute to

maintain among the people. Nothing
but pity remains for thofe who íhew

by fuch arguments that reafon, in

their opinión, is incompatible with

true courage, the only oae which the
<dory aad fafety of nations require ;
as if ia aay war the aráis of barba-

riaas had ever beea kaowa to com-

bat with advantage againft difciplined
troops; or the ferocity of wild difordet

to infure fuccefs in miíitary operations.
The abettors of fuch paradoxes undoubt-
edly regret the revolutioa, which it ís
faid the work of Cervantes has operated
in the manners of Spain, by throwing
an indelible ridicule on thofe adventu-
rers who, negkaing the duties of their
ítation, and the care of their famiiies

créate themfelves daagers to énjoy the
vain glory of braving them ;who offer
the^aid of their reftlefs vaiour to thofe



who aík itnot, and whofe importúnate
fervices are at leaft ufelefs in countries

where charity watches to aífift the
wretched, and where the weak are pro-

teaed by a w^ellregulated pólice.

The bull-fights are what principally
feem to be fome remains of barbarifm
in the manners of the Spaniards, but
at the fame time they are more fufcep-
tible of apology. Thefe combats, to

which the Spaniíh nation has the
ítrongeft attachment, though highly
repugnant to the delicacy of the reft of
Europe, are confidered by many Spa~
niards as one means of preferving, in
their nation, the energy by which itis
charaaerifed ; from the habit of excit-
ing violent emotions, which are dif-
agreeable to none but weak minds.
For my part, though Iwiíh to re-
fpea a taíte which Iconfefs is by no
means in unifon with my own, Ihave
never been able to comprehend what
relation there is to ítrength and cou-?

age, in a fpeaacle where thofe prefent
VOL.II. arf


