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lages and. followtheir refpeaive occupa-
tíons. The regiments, which all, confift
of one fingle battalion of feven hundred
and twenty men *, muft always, be com-
plete. A,s fpon as a foldier of fhemilitia-
dies, deferís, or is difcharged,. l.pts'are,
drawn in the viílage whence .he was
taken, to replane him. The ordinances
°í 17°3_ ..; an d .1-705, ...enaét that . the
drawing of the mififia . íhaih íake .» one
perfon.from a hundred; a rule which
muft have, been departed frormin prac-
tice. lícannoí be.fupppfed that fuch a
regulationhas ever beenobfer ved-; forfy-
two.. regimenís o¿ -.feyen hundred and
twenty men each. wo.uid amount ío up-
wards of íhiríy thoufand. men. - Thefe
thirty.thoufand multipliedby a hundred
wilhgive. three millions offubjeas fitto
bear arms in.the provinces of the.crown
of Caftile ;and itwill.be found. difficult
ío recqncile íhis^calcuíaíion wiíh fhe real
ftaíe ofpopulation in thofe provinces.

• Except. thaí of Majorca which hastwo.*



The regiments of militia have a par-
ticular infpeaor. Their colonels are
chofen from among the moft diftin-
guiíhed geníry of the diftria; and their
authority; is very exíenfive over the men.
They have the power ofinfliaingpuniíh-
menís, and fhere is no appeal from íheir
fentenees, buí fo the king, through íhe
médium of fhe council of war. Few
ílates in Europe have a beíter regulaíed
body of muiría. The grenadiers ofthefe
regimenís are m time of war uniied ío

the regular troops. They enjoy among
their fellow ciíizens a reputation which'
their whole conducir during thé' laílwar
juftlymeriíed.

The Spaniíh foldiers in general have''
long been juftly renowned fhrough-
ouí Europe, for íheir firm and per-
fevering courage, and íhe fefoíu-

tion wiíh which íhey fupport labour,

fatigue, and hunger. Thofe of our

counírymen who faw íhem at Minorca

and before Gibraltar, can determine
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whether or not they have degene-
raíed.

Ihave, however, frequently heard the
Spaniards fay their troops were not fo
well commanded as they ought to be.
Iknownoí how far the cenfure is well
founded. Ihave been honoured with
the acquaintance ofmany Spaniíh officers
of rank, as well as fubalterns ;and íhey
generally appeared ío me ío be aauaíed
by the true fpirií of íheir profeífion.
Thofe who derógate from it feem at leaft
to do themfelves juftice by concealing the
defea. It muft however be allowed,
that there is more merit in Spain in
being what is called a good foldier than
in France.

In íhe firftplace, alíhough Spain has
taken a parí in all íhe wars of íhis cen-
tury, itmay ftillbe faid, that fince thofe
of Italy terminaíed in 1748, her troops
have made no real campaigns. The
Spaniards themfelves daré not give this



ñame to the íhort war withPortugal, in
which they encountered buí few ob-
ftacles and little danger. The expedi-
tions to iUgíers and Buenos Ayres were
foon ended ;they called iníoaaion only
a part of the army, and afforded but
few opportuniíies for íhe dífplay eiíher
ofcourage or ofexperience. What army
inEurope wouldnot have loílits aaivity
by a peace of íhirty years almoíl wiíh-
out iníerruption ? Add to this thaí íhe
Spaniíh officers have not the fame means

of forming themfelves with the French,

Moft of their garrifons are folitary and
ill provided, withouí refource either
for inftruaion or innocent pleafures ;

the officers have not íhe privilege of
íhe fémeflres

* and but feldom obtain
leave of abfence ío regulaíe their prí-
vate affairs. This is undoubíedly a

means of making excellent officers of
íhofe who are íhus in a fituaíion unin-
terruptedly ío perform íhe duties oftheir

*
Leave of abfence for fix months every year, or
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profeffion. Buí íhefe in all countries
are but few innumber ; and ingeneral
this unvaried and infipidlifein the end
abforbs íhe faculíiesand deítroys aaivity,
or diverts the mind to improper objeas.
Ithas befides the inconvenience of ren-
dering the fervice lefs defirable, and
keeping from it thoíe tp whom a fmaller
fortune or a liberal education offers other
refources. The Spaniíh army has laíely
however undergone an advantageous re-
yoíuíipn in íhis refpecl. The different
fchooís of whichIhave fppken, furniíh
itwithperíbns of diílinguiíhed abilities.
Amaríial fpirifhas been awakened in the
nobilityofíhe firftdiftinaion ;who em-
brace íhe profeffion of arms, which in
them is a greater merit than inours. What
young French colonel wouldrefign him-
felf ío pafs íhree or four years ai Brian-
9011, Charlemonf or Gravelines, remofe
from his family, his affairs, and what
is ftillmore, írorn the pleafures of the
capital ? Yet have Iknown more than
one grandee of Spain willindyfubmit to



AllIhave faid of the infantry is ap-
plicable ío the-other corps of the Spaniíh
army. The cavalry confifts of fourteen
regimenís,. not including the brigade of
carbiniers, raifed in 1730. There are

eight of dragoons. Thefe two corps
have each an iníveckor. Each regiment
of cavalry is compofed of four fquadrons,
which íhould contain a hundred and
fifíy men. Were íhe corps •complete,
Spain would have an army of thiríeen
thoufand two hundred horfe. Ihave

'been, however, affured, that in 1776,
at the approach of a war, which foon
after íook place, íhere were buí eight
thoufand effeaive horfe. In time of
peace, íhe fix hundred men, of which
each regimení oughí to be compofed,
are reduced to four hundred and eighty,
and of this number there are eighty men

difmounted..

This arrangement was produced by
the ceconomy of 1768. The refult is,
that the cavalry is lefs. agreeable than
itothérwife would be to the Spaniards,
becaufe íhe new recruits remain three or
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four years on foot, waiting for theirtura to have fpare horfes. Notwitb-
ftandmg thefe defecas, the Spaniíh ca-valry may be reckoned amongft fhe finefti»Europe.

The corps of carbiniers deferves th-
atíention of connoiffeurs. It only re
quires to be a little better difciplined
ío be equal ío íhe beft regimenís of
cavalry of oíher kingdoms. It is ft

-
a-tioned in La Mancha, which ifneverleaves but from time to time to be re-

viewed by the king, when his majefty is
at Aranjuez. Iwas prefent at feveral ofthefe reviews, and could noí but admire
the beauty, docílity, and vivaciíy of íhe
hories. The carbiniers are befides a
chofen corps, infpired with the true mi-
liíary fpirit. Buí íheir refidence in

'

La Mancha, of which íhey are, ifImay
ufe fhe expreífion, become ciíizens, be--
numbs their aclivity, and is not without
its illeffeas on the moráis of the in-
habiíanís.

The cavalry is not eafily mounted in
Spain as might be fuppofed, from íhe



great celebrity of íhe Spaniíh horfes. It
is generally faid the breed is degene-
rated, and it is certain that fine horfes
are become more rare. This is attri-
buíed fo the little care that has been
taken to crofs the breed, and particu-
larly to the too great number of ftuds
ef mules bred from the fineft mares in
the kingdom. The indefatigable ardor
of thefe animáis has given them the
preference to horfes both with the court
and individuáis, As the ftuds of Spain
do not produce a fufficient number of
mules, the deficiency is fupplied by a
leffer fpecies from fome of the French
provinces. The ftuds of horfes which
ftillexift in Andalufia, have been nesr-o
leaed, and there are but few, except
thofe of the king, and the grandees,
with that his majefty keeps at Aran-
juez, which ftill fupport the ancient
reputaíion of the breed of Spain.

Nature which has fo liberally be-
ftoWed on Spain all the neceffaries
and luxuries of life, and has fcarcely
refufed that kingdom any of the enjoy-
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ments íhat peace permits fo be tafted,
has been equally javiíh in beftowing all
the maíerials ofwhich war compofes the
means of deftruaion ; íhe. has giveil
ironinabundance, copper, lead, and falt-
petre, and we íhall fee that this country
need not be indebted to any other to fup-
ply its aríiliery wiíh thefe deftruaive
treafures. ...

Itis only fince 1710, thaí íhe Spaniíh
aríiliery has taken iís prefent form. At
that period it was colleaed into one re-
giment, compofed of fiyebattalions, with-
out including íhe cadeís, who are
broughí up ai Segovia. The colonel
of the. regiment is the commander gene-
ral, who to the corps of artilíery is what
the infpeétor is to the infaníry, cavalry,
dragoons, and muiría. This place is at
prefent held by the count de Lacy, a
general officer, originally from Ireland,
who had previo uíly reprefented the
Spaniíh monarch in feveral northern
courts, where he was received with an
atíeníion and refpeéfc which he well
merited.

'
Ií was faid, on íhe occafion



ofhis promotion, that after having been
intruíled out of Spain to advañce the-
political interefts of his fovereign, he
was at length appointed to improve and-
urge the lafi reafoning ofkings ;alluding
to the motto'-on fome of thefe deftruaive
engines, the laíl refource of kings :ul-
tima ratio regum.

His predeceffor, the count of Gazola,
recalled from Naples by Charles III.
when he afcended the íhrone of Spain,
had begun to make improyements in the*
aríiliery, which had been neglefted
under Ferdinand Vi. like feveral oíher
branches of adminiftration. The new

monarch, wiíhineío iníroduce a reform
inío his arfenals, requefted the count to

fend him a founder. Mr. Mariz was
chofen by the miniftry, and made fe-
veral great alterations in the Spaniíh
founderies.

He adopted íhe method of cafting the
cannon foiid, and boring them afíer-
wards. Envy. creaíed him many diífi-
cuitiesj and fome unfuccefsful \u25a0 efforts



46o THE PRESENT STATE
feemed ío juftify the malevolence with
which he was received ; for many of the
cannon caíl in this new manner, were
found defeaive. He was unpardonably
culpable in cafting a great quantity Gf
Mexicon copper, without firft affuring
himfelf that the metal was fufficiently
folid. Moft of thefe cannon failed in
the proof, and the clamour againíl him
became general. His own courage, and
theproteaion of the monarch, fupported
him under íhe ílorm; and he continued
to employ his beft endeavours iníhe fer-
vice of a country to which he had been
called, though he defpaired of ever be-
ingufeful ío ií. Ailength he quitted
Spain, leaving behind him his method
and his principies, with all the precau-
tions and improvements he had been
taught by experience. Aiprefent, even
his enemies acknowledge thaí he has
rendered real fervices to the Spaniíh
aríiliery.

The manner imwhich it was direcled
in íhe laíe war, particularly ai íhe fiege
of Manon, proved íhat íhis part at leaft



of the military art is as well underílood
in Spain as elfewhere; and it cannot
but be ftillimproved under the aufpices
of ío aaive and intelligent a com-
mander, whofe zeal is aífifted by feveral
diftinguiíhed officers which Spain nei-
their owes to Ireland ñor Italy. Every
thing neceffary for arfenal flores may be
found in the Spaniíh dominions. Spain
has feveral lead-mines, but they are not

all ina proper ftate to be worked. The
principal one is that of Linarez, in the
kingdom of Jaén. It produces much
more than is fold inSpain for the king's
account ;and without much effort this
kingdom might export a thoufand tons

per annum, though the other mines, in
their prefent ftate, produce no more
than four hundred tons.

There are feveral copper mines alfo
inSpain. That of Rio-Tinto is the moft
produaive ;it fupplies a part of the ar-
tillery. But the copper of the Spaniíh.
Indies is alfo laid under contribution.
Thaí of México and Perú is refined
and manufacturad iníhe íwo royal foun-
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\u25a0^^^ofBarcelona and Seville. Thecannon éáfif theíe have two^thírds of
Mexican copper to one of that 0fPérfc

deries

Bifcay and- the Pyrenees furniíh thé
iron neceffary for the Spaniíh- artillery.
The cannon of th-k metal are caft ai
Lierganes -and Cavada. The caft iron
comes from the fbrges pfEüguiandMuga.
Fire-ar-ms- are made in the province of
Guipúzcoa/ Thofe ofCatalonia, fofged at
Placetítia* and Which, niíerediteoV-in
Spain, itishot known for what réáfon,-
were" feht fo Spanifti América- on boafd
Catálonian veífels, have regained their
reputation, and wHL'-in-future makelt
únneceffáry for Spaih iq have recourfe
to France to árüfc her ítoops; Laílly,
á manufaaure of íword-biades has re-
Cently been eftabliíhed at Toledo, which
promifes- to revive the ariciént -reputa-
tíori of the blades' of that city.

Spain is::one of the richeft countries
inEurope in falt-petre. LaMancha and
Arragon fiadrthe- repuíáíion of furniíh-
ing this aríicie of an excelíent quality.



j-lFrench company had undertaken tlie]
preparation of ií, and for this purpo-fel
fení M. Salvador Dampierre to SpairS
This ageni, alíhough he wanted not
talents, failed in-his undertaking. He had
made, en a piece ofgrpund near; Ma»?
drid, fome unfuccefsful experiments, by
\u25a0which government wifelyprpfited, prov-
ing thaí if iís zeal for the public good
frequently caufes ií fo have recourfe to
foreign -a-id, iídpes not always, ftand in
need of it íoimprove what has been
íketched out. The ground in queftion
is found ío coníain falt-petre of a qua-
liíyfuperior ío that of La Mancha and:
Arragon; in confequence oí which,a¿

manufaélure was begun íhere in 1779,

which was: intruíled torthe managemení
ot Don Rofendo Parayuelo, one Pf the
commiífioners general of -repts. Af this
time itis oneof the moíiinterefting efta-
blifhments pf íhe capiíal. Whthin two

years itemployed four thoufand men to

\u25a0
~

carry earth, and boil:apd-, purify the
fait-petre ;which afíeríwo boilings is fit
for making powder. The firftboilipg
reauires eight or ten days- but a -few-
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hours are fufficiení for the fecond. Wa-
ter is conveyed in abundance to this
manufaaure by fubterraheous pipeg.Wood has neveF been waniing finCe the
direaor has given this openíng to that
which the inhab'itants of the hills of
Guadarrama did not before even give
themfelves the trouble of cutíing-

The earth which produces the falt-
petre recovera itfeif with furprifing
promptitude. The caput mortuum is
broughf ío íhe environs of íhe manu-
faaure ; and fometimes in lefs than a
moníh íhe influence of the air, impreg-
naied wiíh niíre, renders- it fit for a fe-
cond operation. Ithas been remarked,
íhat after the wind has blown from a
certain point, íhe neighbouring foil be-
comes^ whitened, as iffnow had fallen
upon it. The frequenf removing ofthe
earíh laid in heaps about íhe gafes of
Madrid, gives fo thaí fide of íhe cify art
appearance of negligence and ariditydifi-
agreeable to the eye :but, in this cafe,
the agreeable is very properiy facríficed
to fhe ufeful, .*



The falí-petre is fent to the powder-
mills in the kingdoms of Valencia, Mur-
cia, and Granada, the employment of
which has been confiderably increafed
fince íhe eftabliíhmení of the manu-
faaure at Madrid, The proprietors en--
gaged annually to furniíh government-
with eleven fhoufand quintáis of its
produce, During the war they exceeded
their engagement, and the direaor flat-
tered himfelf, in 1784, that he íhould
foon furniíh thirty thoufand quintáis a
year. The manufaaure, however, could
not fupply the enormous confumption
of powder ai the camp of St. Roch :
and alíhough íhirfy íhoufand quintáis
were fent thiíh.er when íhe attack was
ío be made on Gibraltar, itwas íhousht
neceffary to hallen the arrival of more
from Genoa, France, and Holland. But
ifthe manufaaure of Madrid continúes
ío proíper, ií willnof only fupply íhe
wanis of Spain, but will render gun-
powder a confiderable arríele of expor-
tation, provided it receives no fuch
checks as that of the floating batíe»
ríes, which alone, with one hundred
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and ninety-two cannon, confumed
eighteen thoufand quintáis.

Hitherto the quality of this new
powder is inconteftibly good ;iícarries
twice as far as common powder ; for
which reafon the kingof Spain, and the
infanís, make ufe of no oíher in íhooí-
ing; and the king of Naples receives a
fmall quaníity of it by his couriers,
who every week fet off from Madrid,

Spaniíh América will foon be inde-
pendant of the moíher country, wiíh
refpea to this precious yeí pernicious
commodify, which aifernaíely ferves for
the pieafures and deftrucfion of man-
kind» The prefent minifter of the In-
dies has ordered three manufactures of
falt-petre to be eftabiifhed there, at
Lima, México, 'and Santa Fé de Bogoía.

He expeas greaí fuccefs from íhe latíer,
which, if fhe event anfwers his hopes,
will foon furniíh a hundred thoufand
quintáis of powder per annum. He has
fent to América, for íhe improvement of
thefe manufaaures, the fame Salvador



Dampierre who failed in his attempts in
Europe. The fidelityof the Spaniíh có-
lonies, and the importance of them to
the parent country meriíed that thefe
meams ofdefence íhould be more within
their reach. May the genius of Spain
prevent íheir afíempíing a lefs innocent
ufe of them.

The corps of éngineers is feparaíed, as
inFrance, fromíhe aríiliery ; ií was not
eftabliíhed before íhe year 1711. Iícon-
fifts of íen direaors, ten colonels¿
tweníy lieutenaní-colonels, íhirty cap-
tains, forty lieufenants, and forty
fecond lieutenanís ;in all, ene hun-
dred and fiftyofficers. The eare of thé
fortifications is noí fufficient to employ
even íhis fmall number of perfons, and
they are indifferently employed inmili»
íary operafions, and in thofe which in
France exclufively belons: ío íhe ensi-
neers of bridges and caufeways. There
is one commander for each of thefe
works ;and he who prefides over íhe
T.orks of civil archiíeaure and hydrau-

Hhs lies
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lics, neverthelefs retains his rank in íhe
army, alíhough he cannoí properly be
confidered as a miliíary man. The per-
fon who ai prefenf holds the place has
the rank of field-maríhal. The other
has, under his direétion, the three aca-
demies eftabliíhedat Barcelona, Oran, and
Ceuía, for the inftruaion of engineers,
and thofe who afpire to thaí profeffion.
Before Iconclude whaíIhave to obferve
concerning the Spaniíh army,Iíhall fpeak
of the marks ofdiftinétion, and rewards,
conferred upon the officers,

The general officers, have, as íhavé
already obferved, an uniform very much
refembling that of a French general
The colonels, lieutenant-colonels, and
majorsj wear no epaulettes. The former
have three narrow gold or filver laces
upon the cuff, íhe lieuíenant-colonels
two, and íhe majors only one, The
captáins wear two epauleííes ; the lieu-
tenants, one upon the right íhoulder;
íhe fecond lieutenants, one upon fhe
left. All officers who are nof at
ieaft field-maríhals are obliged coníi-



nually to wear their uniform even when
íhey appear ai court.

According to fome late regulations,
no perfon can become an officer without
having been a cadet. The military fchool,
firfteftabliíhed at Avila, and not long
fincé removed to Port Saint Mary, is
not fo much intended to inílrucfc ftu-
dents in the firftelements of taftics,- as
to cultívate the difpofitions of officers,
whatever may be íheir age, who have
the noble emulation of diftinguiíhing
themfelves in íhe miliíary profeffion,
in which well-directed ftudies, fhough
they cannoí fupply the want of, may in
fome meafure anticípate, experience.
Nothing is omitted in this academy
which may conduce to that end ;and
it is, perhaps, the only inftitution of
the kind in Europe. Ifpeak in favour
of it wiíh íhe more pleafure, as iís
founder is no longer fenfibie of pane-
gyric or adulation.

The kings of Spain
forgotten the declining

have no more
years of their
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military men than their youth. Theis a corps of invalids in Spain, as wellfor officers as foldiers ; but fhe forty-fix
companies, oí which it is compofed, arediftributed ai Madrid, and in the pro-vinces, where theyperform an eafy duty"
Thofe incapable of all fervice for/n ano-
ther corps of íwenty-fix companies, di-
vided between Seville, Valencia, Lugo,
and Toro. Both thefe corps are under
the infpector of the infantry.

ín Spain there is no order ofknight-
hood particularly deftined ío fhe reward
of officers. The prefent fovereign has,
however, impofed on himfelf a law tó
confer on none buí íhefe the four mi*
litary orders ; yet, without excluding
them from that he has himfelf foünded.
But thefe favours abfolutely depend
upon his pleafure, and not upon the
length of fervice. There are" befides
other means of rewarding the oíd fer-
vants of the crown; the king beftows
on them penfions or employments ana-
logous ío íheir profeffion ;his benefi-^
cence alfo exíend-s ío their widows.



In 1761, he eftabliíhed a fund from

which íhey receive penfions according
ío íhe rank of íheir huíbands. Eigh-
feen íhoufand reals a year are paid to

thofe of capíains- general, twelve íhou-

fand ío íhofe oflieufenanís-general, and

in proportion ío íhe widows of peíty

officers. This fund, confifts of a grant
of fix íhoufand doblons, about ninety
thoufand Íivres (3750 1.) anterior fo its

eftabliíhment ;a contribution of íwenfy

per cent, upon what the king receives
from the fpoils of biíhops, and from the

revenues of vacant biíhopricks ; a de-

duaion of eight maravedís for each

crown upon all the penfions enjoyed
by the fubjeas of the king ; half of
the firft year's pay of all the officers of

the army; anoíher deduaion of eight
maravedis from each crown of íheir

pay ;and allíhe property of officers dy-

ing without heirs, or inteftaíe : a truly
valuabie and beneficial inftiíuíion,which

by infuring a fubfiftence to the widows

of officers, without íheir ftanding in
need ofproteaion ío enforce íheir claims,

has greaíly encouraged miliíarymen to
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marry, and has had an influence, even
in íhis refpea, upon the oíher claffes of
focieíy.

The place of comrnandaní-general 0f
a province is an opening to general offi-
cers, but obliges them to aimoit a per-
petual refidence ; fqr in Spain, hiíhons
intendanís, goyernors and command^rs
refide where they are employed, alíhouom
the refidence of íhe fovereign and íhaí
of íhe eapiíal have íhe fame íempíations
for ambiíion and diíüpafion as in other
counínes.

All the commandanis of provinces
bear the tifie of captain- general, which
however muft not be confounded with
thaí of íhe. firft miliíary rank. They
comraonly receive, buí from an abufe,
the title of vice-roy alfo, which pro-
perly belongs fo none buí íhe comman-
dant of Navarre, and íhofe of íhe prin-
cipal provinces of Spaniíh América.
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