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Infantes, and of the noble sentiments which he cherished for
his dear Spain. ¢If,” they said, ¢ they could but ill express their
own satisfaction, still less could they the joy of that noble and
magnanimous people who had sworn fidelity to him; nor the
sacrifices which they had made, were making, and still would
make, till they should see him placed upon the throne of love
and justice which they had prepared for him: they must
content themselves with declaring to his Majesty that he was the
beloved and the desired of the whole nation. It was their duty
to put him in possession of a decree passed by the Cortes on the
first of January, 1811 ; so doing, they were excused from making
the slightest observation upon the treaty, in which his Majesty
had the most authentic proof that the sacrifices made by the
Spaniards for the recovery of his royal person had not been
madein vain. And they congratulated him upon seeing that the
day was now near when they should enjoy the inexpressible
happiness of delivering -up to him the royal authority which
they had preserved for him in faithful deposit during his
captivity.” The decree which accompanied this letter was that
by which the. Cortes enacted that no treaty which the King
might conclude during his restraint and captivity should be
recognized by Spain.

Some delay had taken place in the Duque de S. Carlos’s
journey, owing to the removal of the Cortes from Cadiz to
Madrid just at that time. In the interim, Buonaparte, who
was now as desirous to withdraw his troops from the Peninsula
as, in evil hour for himself, he had once been of introducing
them there, sought to accelerate that object. He released
Zayas and Palafox, who had been kept close prisoners at
Vincennes, and sent them to Valengay. Escoiquiz soon followed
them ; and Laforest proposed that orders should be given by the
Regency, immediately after the ratification, for -a general
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suspension of hostilities, humanity requiring that all useless
expenditure of blood should be avoided. The Emperor, he
said, had appointed Marshal Suchet his commissioner for
executing that part of the treaty which related to evacuating
the fortresses; and it now depended upon the Spanish govern-
ment alone to expedite this business, and effect the release of
prisoners ; the generals and officers should proceed by post to
their own country, and the soldiers be delivered upon the
frontier as fast as they arrived there. This being assented to
by Macanaz and Escoiquiz, on Ferdinand’s part, it was deter-
mined that Palafox should be sent to communicate it to the
Regency, bearing with him a duplicate of the Duque’s com-
mission, in case any accident might have happened to him upon
the way ; and also a letter, in which Ferdinand expressed his
persuasion that the Regency had by this time ratified the treaty.
But Palafox had secret instructions to see the English ambassador
at Madrid, express to him how grateful the King felt for the
exertions of the British government in his favour, and commu-
nicate to him, in secrecy, the King’s real intention in thus
negotiating with Buonaparte, in order that that government,
far from resenting such a proceeding, should contribute to its
fulfilment. The Regency replied to this second communication
by referring to their former reply; they added, that ¢ an ambas-
sador extraordinary and plenipotentiary had now been named,
on his Majesty’s part, for a congress in which the allies were
about to give peace to Europe. In that congress, they said,
the treaty would be concluded ; and it would be ratified not by
the Regency, but by his Majesty himself, in his own royal palace
of Madrid, whither he would be restored to occupy, in the
most absolute liberty, a throne rendered illustrious by the
heroic sacrifices of the Spaniards, and by his own sublime virtues.
And they expressed their satisfaction in the thought that they
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should soon deliver up to his Majesty the authority wherewith
they were intrusted,..a charge of such weight that it could rest
only upon the robust shoulders of a monarch who, by re-esta-
blishing the Cortes, had restored to freedom an enslaved people,
and driven the ferocious monster, Despotism, from the throne
of Spain.” ,

The Spanish government would have acted thus far pru-
dently in its communication with I'erdinand, if it had abstained
from this empty language: but the Liberales, as the ruling
party called themselves, were, some, vain of their talents, others
confident in the uprightness of their intentions, and all alike
ignorant of their weakness. If the abler leaders of this party
had not proceeded so far as they desired and perhaps designed,
they were yet conscious that they had proceeded farther than
their functions warranted and than Ferdinand would sanction.
They held, therefore, a secret sitting of the Cortes, and
deliberated upon the measures to be taken in case the King
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should pass the frontiers. It was proposed, by a commission -

appointed to report upon this emergency, that he should not be
considered as being free, nor should obedience be rendered
him, until he should have sworn to the Constitution in the bosom
of the Cortes; that the Generals on the frontiers should send
expresses to the government with all speed, as soon as they
obtained any tidings of his probable coming; that if he were
accompanied by any armed force, that force should be repulsed,
according to the laws of war; should it consist of Spaniards,
they were to lay down their arms, and those who had been
carried prisoners into France licensed to return each to his
home ; whatever General might have the honour of receiving the
King being to supply him with a guard suitable to his royal

dignity and person. No foreigner should be allowed to accom- -

pany him, not even as a domestic or servant; no Spaniard who
a2



796

HISTORY OF THE

cHAp. had filled any office, received any pension, or accepted any

XI.\V.

1814.

J(mzmry

Feb, 1.

honour from Buonaparte or from the Intruder. The Regency
should be charged to fix the route by which the King should
proceed to Madrid; and the President of the Regency, as soon as he
arrived in Spain, should set out to meet and accompany him with
a proper retinue, and present him with a copy of the Constitution,
that so his Majesty, having made himself acquainted therewith,
might, upon full deliberation and with entire consent, take the
oath which it prescribed. Having reached the capital, he should
proceed straight to the Cortes, there to take the said oath,
with all the ceremonies and solemnities enjoined: this done,
thirty Members of that assembly should attend him to the
palace, where the Regency should resign the government into
his hands; on the same day the Cortes should prepare a
decree for making known to the nation the solemn act by
which, and in virtue of the oath which he should then have sworn,
the King had been constitutionally placed upon the throne ; and
this decree should be presented to the King by a deputation,
that it might be published with all due formalities. The
opinion of the Council of State upon this proposition was re-
quired within four-and-twenty hours.

The Council was of opinion that the King ought not to
exercise any authority till he should have taken the oath
before the Cortes. They thought that a deputation should be
appointed to meet him, and inform him concerning the state
of affairs and of public opinion, both as to the eternal and
sworn hatred of Napoleon, and the observance of the Constitution.
One member of the Council advised that the deputation should
consist of members of the Cortes, two of whom in rotation
should accompany the King in his coach till he arrived at the
palace ; and also that all the soldiers who had been prisoners
in France should be detained upon the frontier, and all the
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King’s attendants also, till they should have taken the oath. ¢ It
must be believed,” said the Council, * that if Napoleon sends
Ferdinand to Spain, it can only be for the purpose of laying a new
snare for us, and making him the instrument of his iniquitous
schemes, and rendering him, perhaps, odious to a nation which
now longs for his presence,..it must be with the design of
fomenting a civil war, in which he may be entrapped, seduced,
and compelled to take a part; that the attention of the allies
may thus be distracted, and the progress of their operations be
delayed. Now, therefore, more than ever Spain stands in need
of that energy which hitherto she has displayed against the
common enemy ; now it is that she must manifest to the King how
much she has done for his sake, and how much she loves him ;
but at the same time how much she loves the Constitution, and
abhors the tyrannical disturber of the world. And, therefore,
it is now more than ever of importance that efforts should
be redoubled for maintaining our armies upon a good footing,
and co-operating more effectually for the destruction of that
monster.”

- In this transaction Buonaparte acted toward Ferdinand with
good faith, because he had no interest in acting otherwise ; so
he could extricate his garrisons he cared not now what might
become of Spain. Ferdinand conducted himself with as much
prudence and as little duplicity as could be expected in his
situation. The Liberales miscalculated their strength; their
measures implied a distrust of the King; and if he inferred
from their language, that, under all its professions of respectful
and affectionate loyalty, a defiance was couched there in case
he should hesitate to recognize the new order of things, he was
not mistaken in its purport and intent.
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CHAPTER XLVI.

PROCEEDINGS IN FRANCE. THE DUC D ANGOULEME GOES
TO LORD WELLINGTON'S ARMY. LERIDA, MEQUINENZA,
AND MONZON RECOVERED BY STRATAGEM. PASSAGE OF
THE ADOUR. BATTLE OF ORTHES. THE ALLIES RECEIVED
AT BOURDEAUX. BATTLE OF TOULOUSE. SCRTIE FROM
BAYONNE. RESTORATION OF FERDINAND. CONCLUSION.

BuvovararTE had returned to France breathing vengeance.
He sent before him two-and-twenty standards taken in the course
of his German campaign ; and he announced to his Council of
State, in troubled and passionate language, the extent of his
danger, and his determination of opposing and overcoming it
by the most violent efforts. ¢ Wellington,” said he, ¢ is in the
south, the Russians threaten the northern frontier, Austria the
south-eastern, . . yet, shame to speak it, the nation has not
risen in mass to repel them! Every ally has abandoned me :
the Bavarians have betrayed me!..Peace? no peace, till
Munich is in flames! I demand of you 300,000 men ; I will
form a camp at Bourdeaux of 100,000, another at Lyons, a
third at Metz: with the remnant of my former levies, I shall
have 1,000,000 of menin arms. Butit is men whom I demand,
full-grown men ; not these miserable striplings who choke my
hospitals with sick, and my highways with their carcases...Give
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up Holland ? rather let it sink into the sea! Peace, it seems, is
talked of, when all around ought to re-echo with the cry of war!”

Accordingly the obsequious senate placed, in official form and
phrase, 300,000 conscripts at the disposal of the minister of war;
they were to be taken from the men who had been liable to the
conscription in former years,asfar back as 1806, with an exception
however in favour of those who should have been married prior
to the publication of this decree; half this number were im-
mediately to take the field, the others to be held in reserve, and
brought forward in case the eastern frontier should be invaded.
Comte Dejean, who addressed the senate upon this measure,
said, that painful as it was thus to call upon classes who had
formerly been free from the conscription, circumstances now
required such a measure: by this means men would be ranged
under the French eagles, who united strength with courage,
and could support the fatigues of war; while the younger
conscripts would have time in garrisons and in armies of
reserve to acquire vigour for seconding the sentiments which
inspired them. ¢ The cry of alarm,” said Regnaud de S. Jean
d’Angely, “and of succour, sent forth by our sons and brethren
in arms, still gloriously combating upon the banks of the
Rhine, has resounded upon the Seine and the Rhone, the
Doubs and the Gironde, the Moselle and the Loire, the moun-
tains of Jura and of the Vosges, the Alps and the Pyrenees.
All true Frenchmen are already prepared to meet the wants
of their country,..to meet the dangers and sacrifices which
must prevent other dangers and sacrifices far more frightful,
“both for their extent and for the humiliation which must ac-
company them. If the coalesced armies could penetrate
beyond the Pyrenees, the Alps, or the Rhine, then the day of
peace could not shine upon France; there could be no peace
till we should repulse the enemy, and drive him far from our
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against the English, the Russians, and their allies, you shall
not be left without support in the holy and honourable struggle
to which you have devoted yourselves. A little while, and
numerous battalions of men, mighty in strength and in courage,
will come to aid you in again seizing upon v1ctorv, and in
delivering the French soil.”

“ Your Majesty,” said Comte Lacepede, ¢ who knows better
than any one the wants and the sentiments of your subjects,
know that we desite peace. But all the nations of the con-
tinent are in greater need of it than we are; and if, notwith-
standing the wishes and interest of more than 150 millions of
souls, our enemies should think of presenting to us a sort of
capitulation, their expectations will be deceived; the French
people show by their devotement and their sacrifices that no
nation ever better understood their duties toward their country,
their honour, and their sovereign.” 'T'o this Buonaparte made
answer, .. It is but a year since all Europe was with us; all
Europe marches against us now : this is because the opinion of
the world is directed by France or by England. We should
have every thing to fear, were it not for the energy and the
power of the nation. Posterity will say that if great and critical
circumstances offered themselves, they were not superior to
France and to me.” His heart was hardened, or he might now
have made peace upon terms which would speedily have enabled
him again to disturb the world ; but his spirit was unbroken ;
and his abilities were never at any time so signally displayed,
as in making head against the dangers which were about
to beset him on all sides. It was no longer possible to keep
the people in ignorance of the real state of things : the press,
which hitherto under his tyranny had been employed in de-
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ceiving them, was made use of now to excite them, by declaring CHAP.
the whole truth as respected the danger, but suppressing it &}E/
upon all other points: the allies were charged with breach of 181s.
faith and inordinate ambition, they were represented as all
seeking their own aggrandizement; and the Emperor Napoleon
as struggling alone against them, for the honour and the interests 2o

parte’s

of France. He himself addressed the legislature to the same ; S
effect, . . ¢ Brilliant victories,” said he, ¢ have illustrified the "™
French arms in this campaign; unexampled defections have
rendered those victories useless. Every thing has turned against

us. France itself would be in danger were it not for the energy

and unanimity of the French. I have never been seduced by
prosperity; adversity will find me superior to its attacks. Often

have I given peace to nations when they had lost all... From

part of my conquests I have erected thrones for kings who have
abandoned me. I had conceived and executed great designs

for the prosperity and happiness of the world. A monarch

and a father, I know what peace adds to the security of thrones

and of families. Negotiations have been set on foot. I hoped

that the congress would by this time have met ; but delays, which

are not attributable to France, have deferred the moment which

is called for by the wishes of the world.” When Buonaparte

said this, he had no hope of peace, no desire for it, no intention

of making any such concessions as would render it possible.

As yet none of the other allied armies had passed the fron- 2.
tier; but Lord Wellington was established in France, where, %,
taking into consideration the necessity of fixing the bases upon %fgﬁfd
which the trade with the ports of French Navarre to the south of *
the Adour should be regulated, he published a proclamation, »e.1s.
declaring that those ports were open to all nations who were
not at war with any of the allied powers, and fixing a duty of De.s1.
five per cent ad valorem upon all articles, except grain and salt,
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