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At VALENTIA likewife, in the year 1568, were publifhe_d
the CONSTITUTIONs of the Archbifhiop of VarenTra, the Bi-
thop of 8EGorve, the Bithop of DerTosA, the Bifhop of ORI~
HUCLA, the Commiffary General for Profelytes, the Inquifitor of
VarenTriA, the Count de BenavenTE, Viceroy ‘and Captan-
General of VarenTia: And by thefe Conftitutions it was 0r-.
dered, that whenever the Moors thould make a W7/, it fhould
be written in the Valentian or Caftilian tongues; if it was made
in any other language, it fhould be void and of no force, Be-
fides this, LEwis BERTRAND, 2 man of a very fevere difpofi-
tion, writing in 1579 to Jonn RiBERA, Patriarch of ANTIOCH,
and a man of the higheft prudence; BERTRAND, {peaking of
the beft method of converting the Moors to Chriftianity, fayss

that the Arabic tongue ought to be prohibited in the kingdom
of VALENTIA, as it had before been in the kingdom of Gra-

NADA : For fays he, the women and children continue in their
unbelief, only becaufe they do not underftand the fermons of our
Spanith Monks and Confefiors. See the Letter at the end of 4¢
Life of fobn Ribera, printed, Rome, 1734, and written by fobn

Ximenez.

Bur it is certain, that other men of great piety and difcretion,
were of a different opinion in this matter. Frrnanpo TALA-
vERA, Archbifhop of Granapa, as we are told by Fr. Ber-
pE PEDRAZA, partiv. c. 10. of his Hift. of GranaDAa, ferl-
oufly faid, That he would very willingly lofe both his eyes, pro-
vided he could be fuch a mafter of Arabic, as to teach and preaCh
the word of Gop with fkill : And he advifed the parochial pricfts
to learn-that language; in order to inftru& the Moors, =~ See I of
de Siguenza, Patt: iit. of the Hift of the Feromites, c. 34. The
Archbifhop too perfuaded PETER DE Arcara, a Francifcan, t0
compofe an Arabic Vocabulary, from which moft excellent book
you can only learn the Arabyfins in our language. Concerning

the fcarcity of this book, fee Antiquir. Hifp. pr. Bern. Aldrett;
Lib. 3. ¢, 10. and my Origenes. ; ‘

Besiprs, Martin Perez de Ayala, Archbifhop of VALENTIA>
2 man of uncommon learning and rare piety, in order to inftru
new
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new converts to Chriftianity in VALENTIA, ordered to be printed,
in 1566, Inflitutes of the Chriftian Religion in the Arabic
and Cqftifian languages s in two columns, one in the common,
the other in the Italic charater, that priefts, who were ignorant
of the Arabic, might know how to pronounce the Arabic words.
Obferve only, what a general ignorance of the Arabic prevailed
in SpAIN at that time. That the Spanith clergy knew as little
of it in the beginning of the feventeenth century, appears from
the teftimony of JamEes BLEDA, 7 bis Moorifb Chronzcle of SPAIN,
page 84. In the time of Roprico Caro, who publifhed . the
Antigusties of SEvVILLE in 1634, there was no one there who
underftood the Arabic tongue, as he tells us, Book I. chap. 23.

WHEN there were difcovered fome plates at GRANADA, with
Infcriptions on them, in the year 1595, Pepro pe CasTro,
Archbithop of SevirLe, when he came to that See, invited thi-
ther Tromas ErPENIUS, who was reviving the Arabic learning
at that time: His defign was, that ErPENIUs fhould have inter-
preted thofe plates; but he would not accept of the invitation,
as Joun Vosstus tells us in his panegyric on the death of that

grcat marn.

* Frowm fuch a total ignorance of the Arabic tongue, you may
eafily conjecture the contempt it lay under at that period. The
Chriftians always burnt, in thofe days, whatever they found written
in that language. If you look into the Scaligerana, page 30 and
144, you will find fome account of this matter, given upon the -
authority of B. A. MonTANvs, who fays, that the Arabic MSS.
burnt in thofe days, in the feveral branches of learning, fuch as
Philofophy, Divinity, Phyfic, and Mathematics, were then va-
lued at above 100,000 crowns. The Moors fearing this, care-
fully hid their Arabic MSS. in the cavities of walls, or other ob-
fcure places.

Tus ZVIanufcrz;m’—Burﬁem feemed to have been poﬁ'cﬁ'ed with
the fame fpirit, as OmaR, the Saracen Caliph, who burnt the
Alexandrian Library. See ALBUPHARAJUS, 7z hbis Hiftory of the

Saracenic Dynafties, page 181, and Pocock’s Tranflation, p. 119.
: Rra2 Thefe
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Thefe Book-burning Bigots feem to have imitated the example
of JoHN ZUMARAGA, the firft Bithop of Mgxico, who com-
manded every body to burn all the Indian Hifforses they could
meet with, becaufe he thought all the fymbolic figures in thofe.
Indian MSS. were idols. See JEaN TuRRECREMATA’s Hift ¢

the Indian Monarchy, Book IIL. chap. 6.

Tur Moors, as I faid before, carefully hid their MSS. in the
cavities of walls, or other obfcure places. ~ By this means fome of
them now and then appear, which have been found in the ruins
of old houfes, This hath very often happened in my time, and
particularly at Bugarra, which is a little town in VALENTIA,
where, about twenty-fix years ago, were found fome Arabic
MSS. covered over with {partum, a Spanith plant, to preferve them
from the wet; and the whole was concealed by layers of bricks.
Two of thefe MSS. I fent elegantly bound to Jomn V. King of
PorTUGAL: Another I have by me, damaged by the wet, and
wanting the beginning and ending, but I will {fend it to Davip

}1:/:[ICHAEL, if he pleafes, to thew him how willing I am to oblige
im,

In the year 1754, in alittle town belonging to the Bifhopric
of ALBARRACIN, a large city in ARrRAGoON,. they found 17
the cavity of a wall, upon ftone fhelves, above 144 volumes of
Arabic MSS. ‘That thefc might be preferved, I defired Don
Francisco Ravaco, the King’'s Confeflor, to acquaint his Ma-
jefty with the difcovery. The King immediately ordered them
to be fent for; and that part of them which could be found,. h4°
been taken care of. The. common people in SpaiN imagint
that thefe Arabic MSS. contain fome fecret verfes, and that they
are a {ort of Magic Charm, by the help of which you may dif-
cover bidden treafure ; therefore; whenever they find thefe. MSS.
they hide them, and fet a great value upon them. Whenever
they try the virtue of this charm, they always get a Moor, who
can read the Arabic, and who pretends to milk a goat with 2
Sieve. 'This cuftom the Spaniards learnt from the Moors, as yo*
may fec in JoHN Lro’s Defeription of ArRicA, Book IIL.
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You fee that the Chriftians in SPAIN ceafed to {peak the Ara-
bic tongue, when they began to govern the Moors and hold them
under fubjection : The Moors were then forbid the ufe of their
own language, {0 that in the end, the Arabic tongue became in
this country a dead language. See ALDRETI'S Origin of the Cqaf-

tilian Tongue, Book I. chap. 13.

Many of the Arabic MSS. were burnt ; and many were tranf~
ported out of SPATN into AFRICA. T hree thoufand Arabic MSS.
were carried thither by one Ambaflador only, who came from
ALGIERS to the Court of Maprip. See JoHn Lro’s Defcrip-

tion of A¥rica; Book IV. p: 523.

App to all this, the want of Arabic types in the Printing-houfes
in SPAIN, as you may fee in the royal licence prefixed to AL-
DRETI'S Spanifh Antiguities, and that in a time too, when I may
fay, without any injury to the prefent, that there was more found
learning ftudied than there is now. Befides, we have no Arabic
Profeflor in any of our Univerfities. ~You cannot find, I do not
fay an Arabic MS. but not even an Arabic printed book, in any
of our bookfellers {hops: In no private library that' I know of; is
there an Arabic MS. to be feen. Nor do I remember to have
read of any in the printed catalogues of our’ moft celebrated Spe-
nifb Libraries; fuch as thofe -of Don ANT. AvcusTino, Don
GaBRIEL SORA, LORENZO RaMIREZ DE PRADO, the Marqueg -
MoONTALEGRE, EMMANUEL PANTOJA," ANDRES GONZALEZ
Barcia, all which 1 have by me. The only perfon in SPAIN
in my memory, who had any confiderable number of books in

the Laftern Languages, was Don Lucas CorTEZ : His library
was, after his death, fold by auction for a trifle.

But to faysthe truth, nothing fo much prejudiced the ftudy:
of the Arabic and'the Eaftern Languages in this ‘country, as that
pridé with which gentlemen of the‘court have always treated the
Profeffors of thofe tongues. Roprico GomEez, of the houfe of
SyLva, when fomebody was praifed in his company for his great
{kill in languages, afked if the’ man underftood the Caffilian
tongue likewife ? Yes he does,- replied the- other. Very wfell,

ays
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fays Gomrz, that's enough ; it is the only language we fpeak at
court ; and as for all the reft, they are not worth puzzling oncs
head about them.  And. yet for all this, there are a great nunl~
ber of Hebrew and Arabic MSS. in the Escuriar Library-
For the moft learned men in SraiNn, out of compliment - t0
PuivLie II. prefented him with the beft and rareft books, to
adorn that colle€tion. But that I may confine myfelf to fuch
books only as belong to my fubject, Dip. HurTaDO DE MAN-
poza left his books by will to Pririe II. which books were
carried into the Escuriar Library in 1575, as Jos. pE SicueN-~
za tells us, in his Hiffory of the feromite brotherbood, Book III.
page 3. who fays, that there were among them many Greek,
Arabic, and Latin MSS. 'There were of 4rabic alone, in this
legacy of MENDOzA’s, about 400, relating to fcience and hifto-
vy, as Menpoza himfelf {ays, in a letter of his to Jerom Su-
riTA, which you may read in The progrefs of Hiftory in the king=
dom of ARRAGON, publifbed by Don Dip. Jos. DORMER. -

~ But here let me take notice of three miftakes made by James
AvcusTus DE Tuou, or him who wrote the Thuana. It i
there faid, that Dipaco Mexpoza wrote the Hiflory of the
InpiES, whereas ANToNio DE MENDOZA wrote it. FHe con~
founds Dipaco with FErRnaNnpo MENDOZA, the laft of whom
died mad; for Dipaco died by the amputation of a leg, as AN~
ToNIo PEREZ tells us. Laftly, De Tuou fays, that the
Spaniards are wont to die mad, which is a notorions falfhood.

B. A. MonTANUS gave alfo to the Escuriar Library maty
MSS. in Hebrew, Arabic, and Greek, as SIGUENZA gollo" S
I pafs over others, who gave fine Oriental MSS. to the fam¢ Li-
brary. Befides, Lrwis Faxarpo, who was High Admiral t©

Prarre HI. took from the Turks, in one engagement, 3900
Arablc NISS. which‘were all Pla,ced in thc ESCURIAL, as R.

Dz Los SanTos tells you in the hiftory of that Convent.

BuT, tothe irreparable lofs of the republic of Letters, the great-
eft part of the Oriental MSS. and particularly the Arabic, We€®
burnt in the year 1674, as Nic. ANTonIo tells you in the Pff;;
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face to his Spanifb Bibliotheque. 'The fire began June the 7th,
and lafted fifteen f{ucceflive days, as Los SANTos relates. Fax-
ARrDO’s MSS. were all burnt, except the Aloran, and fome few

others.

Yer ftll a great number of Oriental MSS. and particularly
_Arabic; remain there. ~ And. to fpeak of the Arabic only, there
are in the Escuriar Library above 200 Arabic Grammarians,
many more Rhetoricians, Orators, Poets, &c. MicuarL Ca-
SIRI, a Syrian, the Royal Librarian, hath printed a catalogue of
thefe, of which only the firft volume is publithed. The title of
it 'is, SPECIMEN BIBLIOTHECZ Reciz, AraBico-HispAanz,
_ EscoriaLeNsis ;. the firft fheet of which I now fend you, which

I received from the King’s Confeffor. When this work comes
out, the republic-of Lietters will know what vaft treafures lie hid
in that monaftery. -So that the words of Mafter LEo, related by
© AnT. PEREZ, . Will: feem - almoft prophetics = who faid, that
« the EscurIiAL" colle@ion of books would become hereafter a
« poble monument of royal magnificence; but that it would not

«_be a library, but a fepulchre.”,

Many learned men have complained loudly of this burying
books alive, - if I may:be allowed the exprefiion.:; MARIANA, in
his traG- de Rege ‘et Regis inflitutione, Lib. 1L Cap. 9. fays,
«_The EscurraL Library is built over the Peflibulum; in length
« 185 feet, and 30 feet broad : it contains many Greek MSS.
« moft of them of a venerable antiquity,- which were brought
<, from all parts of  EuroPE: in  great abundance. Thefe trea~
¢ fires, which are more valuable than gold, deferve to have a
« freer accefs of the learned, to infpe@ and examine them, ' For,
< what advantage can be derived to the public from fuch captives
« a5 thefe, imprifoned as.it were by royal authority £, '

1 pafs: over the complaints of ‘others.. Monfieur BAUTRU,
when he'came into Spa1y, and had feen the Escuriat Library,
went to the King, and talked with his Majefty about it; and.
f2id, among other things, that the Librarian of the EscuriaL
was; 2 very fit man to be entyufted with fuch a royal treafure.

Why
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W}}y fo? fays the King." Becaufe,” replied BauTRuy, as it '.is
plain hf: has' ftole none of the books, you may be fure he will
never diminifh your Majefty’s treafure. :

Tuz colleing thofe books together, was, in one refpech
very providential ;. for, where would they have been now, if they
had not been preferved there ? They are of no great ufe indeed,
becaufe the cuftody of them is given to a fet of illiterate monks,
who, as DEaNn Mart1 faid, envy others what they make no
ufe of themfelves. Joun BaprisT CArDONA, Bifhop of DEr-
TosA, when he wrote to Puirip 1I. concerning this library, ad-
vifed him ¢ to chufe a Librarian for it, who was well fkilled in’
¢ the Latin and Greek tongues, and who fhould know tho-
< roughly the claffical writers; for, as to the Hebrew and Ori-
“ ental tongues, your Majefty may eafily procure Rabbins for that
¢ purpofe. = There are now at Rome fome Rabbins, who are
¢ converted to Chriftianity, men of piety and- learning, fuch as
‘¢ ANDREW, Jurrrus, and PaurLius, men of note there. Your
¢ Majefty muft likewife fend for a Perstan, and a T'urk, and
“ fo on for each foreign language,—There is now living on¢
STEPHANUS, brought up in SorymaN’s court, and a great
“ favourite. of his. ‘This man, who commandedtwo’ gallies,
‘¢ was taken in an engagement at fea, and is now fupported by 2
< penfion from the king at NarrLes. He would be a very proper
¢ perfon, and would certainly be of more ufe to your Majefty;
¢ than to the King of Narres, for his fingular knowledge of
- ¢ Turkifh affairs.”——No one would certainly fay, that the
Escuriar Library was of noufe in the time of NMonTANUS
who was Librarian there. But fuch men as he are ftill wanting,
to make that colle&ion truly ufeful.

13

THE Hebrew and Arabic MSS. in Span are written: either O
Parchment, oron Paper ; the antiquity of which latter you may
ather from an' Inflrument, Rill prefetved in the’ Chamber ©
Royal Archives at BArceroNa. This inftrument was drawn 12
1178, and, from the nearnefs of the two periods, I conjectur®

that this fine Spanifh writing-paper was made at the famous S&~
_ : T ABISs
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T ABIS, afterwards called XATiva, and now San PHILIPPE *.
The Grograpruus NUBIENSIS, who wrote about the year 1150,
or perhaps a little before, fays, ¢ SzTAaBIs is a2 moft beautiful
“ city, and its eavirons are fo delightful, as to be made a pro-
¢ verb of ; they make their paper of a moft incomparable fine-
¢ nefs.”~——1It is no wonder this city fhould be fo celebrated for
its Paper Fabric, for CATurLus has taken notice of its fine
handkerchiefs, the Sudaria Sztaba, as he calls them: And Pri-
Ny tells us, Lino Setabi tertia in Europa dabatur palma. SIL1Us
ITALIcUs too, and GRATIAN, have fung its praifes.

From MSS. the tranfition to Medals is very eafy. Count M-
G Azz1, now Archbithop of Vienna, when he was at Maprip,
Ambaffador to the court of Spain, obtained, by my means, 320
Silver Coins, 11 Brafs Coins, and one Gold Coin, all of them
Arabic monies, ftruck in SPAiN, and in good prefervation : The
interpretation of thefe, if publithed, would be a new thing, and
highly acceptable to the learned.

You ‘will not be permitted to collate any of our MSS. without
the King’s leave. We have, befides, no Spaniard able enough
to affift Davip CLEMENs in collating an Oriental MSS. but Ca-

sir1, and he hasno leifure for it.
From OLiva, in VALENTIA, December 23d, 1758.

* This city, which is fo often mentioned by the Roman poets and writers, was
in VALENCIA, and ftood on the banks of the river Xucar : It was very finely built,
and the fituation of it was delightful. Unfortunately it declared, in the year 1706,
for the Arch-duke CHAaRLEs. The year following, the Count D’AsreLpT be-
fieged and took ir, and put all the inhabitants to the {fword that bore arms; few
efcaped but women and children. The citadel capitulated foon after, where they
made 800 Englith prifoncrs of war. P#aiLIp ordered the city to be razed and level-
led with the ground, and, on the fpot where it ftood, they erected a column, with
this infcription—¢ HERE was once A ciTy NAMED XATIVA, WHICH, A5 A
PUNISHMENT FOR I1TS TREASON, AND ITS REVOLT AGAINST ITS KING AND
CoUNTRY, HAS BEEN LEVELLED EVEN To THE GRoUND., In the year 1707,
they rebuilt, by PH1L1?’s order, 2 new city on the fame fpot, and it is now called

San PaILirrE, .
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