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OxE of the late minifters tried to introduce the Englifb fiyle of
agriculture into SpA1n, within thefe few years ; and fent for
plOUghS, harrows, and other implements and tools of _hu{bandl’Y
from LoNpon. But when he came to teach his Cafilian pea-
fants, the ufe and application of thefe ruftic arms, they had no
lefs averfion to them, than the Spanifh troops” have now to the
Prauffian military exercife.” They tried to work with them, but 1n
vain. The Dox will as foon quit his fkin, as his habits and pre-
judices. * 8o they laid ‘the tools down very quietly, and told the
minifter, * Que no fe puede trabajar con inftrumentos femijantes
< 4 los Ynglefes—That it was impoffible to work with fuch ‘tools as
“ the Englifh.”

Wrtu regard to Climate, the Spaniards certainly breathe the
pureft air, well fuited to fuch conftitutions as are not fubject to
cholies, particularly to what is called the dry cholic. 1t is too thin
and f{ubtle to agree with confumptive difpofitions; but to fuch
whofe conftitutions are found, and unimpaired by hereditary of

acquired diftempers, there are few better climates in the world. -

In .GALLICIA the air is more impregnated with vapours and
moifture ; but in general, there is neither mift nor cloud, and you

have the moft ferene azure fky conftantly over your head, that
can be imagined. : ‘ :

In winter, the cold is not of fo freezing a nature as in ENG-
LAND, nor does it numb the extremities in the fame manners
but it is of a more piercing and fubtle kind ; wherefore great
care muft be taken at thofe feafons to guard well the breaft 28
lungs.  Tire is as much wanted at MADRID, in the midft 0
winter, asin Lonbpon, and yet they ufe draziers in general, and
but few chimneys. In June, July,’ Auguft, and part of Septem~
ber, the heatsare very oppreflive ; during the hours of heat, 10
be ftill, with as little light in the room as poflible, is the only
way to be tolerably cool.  Great care ought to be taken in regar
to the water all over Spain, particularly at Secovia, 2B
AraNJuEZ; for in thofe places, if drank without propercat™
tion, it will have the moft fatal effe@s. The fureft prefervative
is to boil it, or to put an hot iron into it, before you drink it. ’1;;
X water,

\




AGRICULTURE n SPAIN. 289

water; indeed, of MapRriD, is excellent, particularly that of the
* fountain of the Recolefos.  The court of Spain haye given it
the ftrongeft recommendation pofiible, for they have fent water
from Maprip even to Don Carros and Don Puirip, a5 far

asItaLy.

You may find fome T7ees in SPAIN not very common in other
countries.  The olive tree, green oak, and mulberry tree, abound
there; you will meet with vaft forrefts of /i and cor ; of which

latter they make ftools and benches, and apply it to many other
domeftic ufes. There are fine woods of oak in EsTREMADURA

and AsTURIAS; fome few palms and cedars are likewife found.
Then as to Fruits, there are figs, pomegranates, o'ranges, le-
mons, citrons, dates, capers, walnuts, chefnuts, piftacho-nuts,
raifins, grapes, peaches, netarines, apricots, plums of all forts,
pears, apples, mulberries, ftrawberries, .currants, but, I believe,
no goofeberries. 3

GARDENING, except in the neighbourhood of BARCELONA
and VALENTIA, and fome other places on the MEDITERRA-
NEaN coaft, is entirely neglected in this country. They have
not even the idea of gentlemens country ~feats, with gardens
about them, after the Englith manner, except at the King’s pa-.
laces, or fome grandee’s old caftle, -~ Yet, notwithftanding, their
lettuce, fallads, afparagus, cellery, cabbage, fpinnage, endive,

arden herbs, onions, garlick, carrots, turnips, melons, cucum-
bers, artichokes; &e, are good.—The honey of Spain, where
there is fo much wild thyme, is equal to that of HysrA.

Viney ARDs abound every where ; for they make neither feer,
nor cyder 5 rum is prohibited, and their &randy is a wretched fpirit,
diftilled from anifeed. Foreign wines are very difficult to be had
there at any price, except in the fea-ports; even the fine wines
of their own growth are by no means cheap, or eafy to be pro—
cured. What wine is fold of foreign growth, is chiefly fome

oor Claret, or wretched Frontimiac. ‘The wines that are native
are. remarkably ftrong ; they are prefled out in the ancient man-
ner, {0 often mentioned in Scripture, by .the feet; when thus
a2 trodden
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troden out, they are immediately put into bog feins, fewed ups
and pitched on the infide : the pitch is.apt to give them a deeper
tint, and a very rank tafte; this the connoiffeurs call tafting of
the Borracho. There are many fine wines in SPAIN, the very
names .of which I know not: thofe that have fallen in my way
are the following. 1. Mountain. 2. Xeres, or what we call
Sherry, a town near CADiz. :. Paxarete, both dry, and
fweet. 4. Malaga, in that country, what the Spaniards call
Don Pepro XIMENES, from the name of a famous vintner in
that city. 5. Malvafia, in CATALONIA, what we call Malmyfy.
6. Tinta de Rota, or what we call Tent. ‘7. Peralta. 8. Mon-
tilla. 9. Guarnacha, in CATALONIA. I0. Fontcarral. 1T1.
Mofeatel. 12. Ribadavian. 13. Maravella. 14. Seges. 13-
Mancha. ‘'This laft is the'wine of Don QuixoTs’s country : it
is of the red grape, and what is chiefly drank, mixed with water;
by the court and gentry at MADRID.

THE Spanith horfe were always famous ; thofe of ANDALUSIA
are the moft beautiful, thofe of AsTurias the ftrongeft: the
beft mules are the Caffilian, particularly thofe of La MANCHA -
bat both horfes and mules are very dear in this countrys
fifty or fixty pounds for a mule is no extraordinary price.
travelling, carriage, &¢. is generally performed by mules, not

horfes. In many places, where the mules go with fafety, an
horfe would fcarce ftand. '

'THERE are great plenty of oxen and cows; though the Spa-
niards make no buzter, oi/ fupplying its place. They make like-
wife very little ufe of cows milk, goats milk being only to be had,
even at MADRrRID. They have black cattle in great abundance
and large flocks of fheep. All thefe are ufually poor and lean;
for want of pafture, though the flefh is not without its relifh, and
the meatis certainly more fubftantial, more nutritious, than what
is killed in ENGLAND.

Tuey have immenfe droves of fwine, particularly about TA~
LAVERA DE LA REGNA. As thefe are fed with chefnuts, the

pork is of a moft exquifite flavour. Poultry in general, excellzg
t Lo
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the turkies, are in this country lean and dry. There are great
quantities of game of all forts, hares, partridges, &.. but nei-
ther fat nor well flavoured. ~The venifon is good, but inferior to
our own. Rablits breed and multiply aftonithingly in Spary,
and are very good food ; they were fo great a nuifance, in the
time of AucusTus, that the Roman foldiers were obliged to de-
ftroy “them, as STrABo tells us. This made CATUZLUS call
SpAIN Cuniculgfa Celtiberia. And BocuarT fays, that the name
of SpAIN came from the Phanician SpaN1j1AM, which fignifies

the land of rabbits.

Frsu is {carce ever feen in the interior parts of the country;
and what does come there is ufually brought in /fzw. They
have great multitudes of craw-fith at Maprip.—But their chief
fupply of fith is fent them by the Englith from NEwFouND-
LAND, ‘the falt fifb, or what they «call the Bacarao. The
Spantards themfelves indeed, near CaLes; falt no inconfiderable -
quantity ‘of the Thunnus, or Ton-fifb; and very excellent it is;
though this is no new practice, but as old as the Roman times
for the ELDER PLiNY tells us, ¢ Optima autem omnium in

«« Europa {unt Gaditana Saljamenta.”

Ll \Tg_
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To the Reverend Dr. KennNicoT T, & &e.

“\O thofe, Sir, who, like you, are great proficients in the

" Hebrew and eaftern languages, there are perhaps few

countries in the world that would afford them more pleafure

than this of Spain, could they but have free accefs to all the
oriental manuftripts it is known to contain.

You need not be informed, that when the empire of the
Moors flourithed here, they had univerfities of note, at a time
when all the Chriftian world, and the reft of Spa1N in particu=
lar, was buried in the moft difgraceful ignorance. The Chrifti-
ans themfelves made no difficulty of going to ftudy in thofe femi~
naries, to learn aftronomy and philofophy. :

TH1s country was the refidence of thofe learned Arabs, AvI-
CENA, AVERROES, ALMANZOR, and MEssAHALLAH, - It was
here thofe able Jews wrote their comments, the Rabbins ABEN
Ezra, Moses Ben-Mavymon, A. ZacuTH, BEnjamin, MO~
ses Kimcni, and his fons Davip and Josepm; with others
whofe names and works are fo humoroufly defcribed in that
beautiful poem, your Oxford Auétio Davifiana.

But though there certainly are great colleGtions of Hebrews
and other Oriental MSS. remaining in SPAIN, yet let me ingreat
you, Sir, not to raife your expeations too high, or fangumcl}’

‘ 7
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t6'imagine, that you can derive any great acceffions to your 7ew
Bdition of the Bible, from‘this part'of the world, ~ Not that T am
without hope ‘of obtaining fome valuable co/ations for your ufe
Beéréafter : But that muft be the work of much time and applica-
tion: patience and perfeverance are moft effentially neceflary in

all your tranfations with a Spaniard. :

“You no doubt are well aware, that thofe who glean after fuch
men-as XIMENES, MoNTANUS, ‘and PerRe HoUBIGEANT, in
this country, cannot expe@ to find much left, which they have
Hot collated. But ftill T am perfuaded, from knowing the genius
efthefe people, that a fkilful and diligent enquirer would dif-
cover fome Hebrew MSS. which thefe great men never faw : fome
have doubtlefs been brought hither fince their time, and fome

probably efcaped their fearch. :

BuT, in order that you may fee the flate of this matter more
compleatly, T fend you inclofed zwo Letters, tranflated from the
original, written by a very learned and intelligent Spaniard. The
Jirft will give you a full view of the ftate of the Hebrew and Ara-
bic'learning in'this country; and the fécond contains a moft exact

acconnt of the Complutenfian Polyglotz.

Havinec_ufed my utmoft endeavours to. procure you fome ca/~
Fations of fuch ancient Hebrew MSS. of the Bible, as I could get
intelligence of in Spa1N, it is but reafonable, that I fhould give
you, 8ir, as {atisfactory an accountas I can of the fteps.I took for

that purpofc.

Turre are but 7wo principal obftacles to' your procuring the
collation of the Hebrew MSS. in Sparn : thefle are, the abfolute
neceflity of his Catholic Majefty’s permiffion ; and the difficulty
of finding perfons of ability, learning, leifure, and what is more,
humility fufficient for fuch"a work : for, fhould you find out an
ecclefiaftic able enough to go through this dry tafk, he may pof-
fibly have too much pride to rececive your pay; and then what
motive have you left to engage him with ? :

Bur
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But how difcouraging foever thefe obftacles may appear, yef
notwithftanding, if there breaks out no war, and I have the op-
portunity of another year’s ftay in this country, I am perfuaded I

fhall have the fatisfadtion of being inftrumental in removing them
In great meafure,

UProN receiving advices from ENGLAND in regard to your un-
~ dertaking, I immediately wrote to fome of the Spanith /iterati up-
on that {fubje&, and among others to Don Fr. Perez BAGAR,
a canon and treafurer of the church of ToLEpO: he fent me
word, that he had by him between * twenty and thirty Hebrew
MSS. of the Bible, written poflibly in the XIIth century, or not
much later ; and that there was one in particular, dated 1144.
This account of his, however, proved erroneous ; for he told me

afterwards, that he had only eight MSS. by him of the Hebrew
Bible, with another in the church library : for, not having fuffi-

ciently examined the reft, he found that feveral, which he jma-

gined to have contained the text, were only Rabbinical com-
ments.

IN obedience to my direGions from ExcrLanp, I informed the
Ear} of BristoL of the nature, ftate, and utility of your under-
taking, and endeavoured to induce him to move in it: but his
Lordfhip replied, that he could not ;- that his office was only po-

Litical, and that he had nothing to do with what was foreign to
his commifiion.

Urox this I wrote to ENGLAND, advifing an application to be
made to the Count Dx FUENTES, in order to obtain his Catholic
Majefty’s permiffion, that the Hebrew MSS. of the Bible in
SPAIN might be collated for your work. That Count’s chap-
lain called upon me foon after at Secovria, and afiured me»
that the Count D& FuenTEs had promifed to procure an applic®-
tion from the Romifth college of Cardinals to the King of SPAIN»
for the Englifh to have the fame permiﬁ"ion here, which they
had in the Vatican. This I have heard no more of fince; a0
to tell you the truth, I did not believe at that time,

* See above, p. 83.
B3 You
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You will {fee in my + catalogue of the Escurrar MSS. what
there is in that place. WhileI was there, I had the good fortune to
meet with the Count Gazora, one of his Catholic Majefty’s oreat
favourites, a Lieutenant-general, and his principal Engineer. ST
having afked me, if [ had fucceeded in obtaining accefs to the He-
brew and other MSS. in Spa1n ? I replied, thatI had feen thofe
of the Escur1AL, in avery curfory manner, but none elfe; that
as to fuch an accefs as I wanted, for the purpofes of collation, I de-
fpaired of ever feeing that point accomplifhed. He replied, ¢ Cou-
¢ rage, mon ami, a mon retour a MADRID, je vous ferois cette
¢« grace moi meme.” This I looked upon as a moft favour-
able incident ; and accordingly, when I returned to MaprID, I
drew up the inclofed Latin epiftle to Count Gazora, ftating the
nature of your propofals, and defiring his affiftance in obtaining

the King’s permifiion,

AFTER this, I faw Bacsr at MADRID, who came to defire
me to fend to ENcranp for fome books, which would be necef-
fary to him in finithing a work he had almoft compleated, en-
titled an Explanation of the Samaritan coins, to which will be
added an account of ‘the Spanifh coins," called defconnocidas. At
this interview we made a mutual agreement; I undertook to pro-
cure the books, provided he would collate and fend me the various
readings of thofe nine MSS. at TorLepo. So that you have no-
thing more to do, Sir, than to write a letter to him in form, re-
queiting the collation of thofe MSS. for your work, in order that
he might lay that letter before the chapter of ToLEDO, to obtain

their permiﬂion.

P. S. Since my return to ENGLAND, I have little more to add,
Sir, to thisaccount.  When I faw the Honourable Mr. Hay at
Lisson, he very warmly efpoufed the caufe of your undertaking s
and was fo obliging as to offer to keep fuch a literary correfpon-
~dence open during the war, if neceflary. But as we have now
the profpe& of peace before us, we are under no reftraints of that
fort ; and whenever you would have any cerrefpondence in SPAIN

4 See above, Letter VIII. p. 155,
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