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* from the ground to the top of the arch. The aquedu£t g0^ 
* through the middle of the city, from the eaft to the weft, J1 

< an arched dudr. fo large, that a man might walk in i t : And :tro 
« thence it goes dividing itfelf into the public fountains, and t 
' cifterns of convenís and prívate houfes. 

« T H I S fabric confifts of 161 arches. The materials are heW» 
« ñones of a bluiíh granate, placed one upon the other, with°" 
' any coherence of bitumen, lime, or mortar, which equals t J l 

« joints, becaufe the ftones unite one with another, faftening triera* 
* felves in their fquare form ; fo that the whole number of & 
' ftones of which this aquedudt confifts, might be counted, accor -
' ing to the art and correfpondence with which they are place • 
« Look at them, fays COLMENARES» and they feem to be cementefl 

« by lead, and that the key-ftones of the arches were barred by ir°n ' 
1 as they tell us of the temple of S E R A P I S in ALEXANDRIA* 
' The pillars are eight feet in front, and eleven broad. It being 
« moft aftoniíhing, that this fabric lliould laft to the end of (° 
* many ages, fuch as we fee it, without giving way to the weigh£ 

c of the water upon it, or to the rains, the floods, the wars : f°f 

* it not only appears, that nations have revered it, but even time» 
f which does not ufe to refpeét other wonders of the world. 

« U P O N the top of the three pillars of the greateft height thef 

* is a bafe common to the three uppermoft. And in that o í t l 

* middlemoft there are on each íide two niches, where were t n 

' ftatues of H E R C U L E S , as C O L M E N A R E S fays hefound in r?3?11 ' 
* fcripts, which in his time were above 200 years oíd, that *s ^ 
* fore the middle of the XVth century, in which then exifted the^ 
' monuments. At prefent they are the images of our Lady of ^A 

« SEBASTIAN, becaufe that partbelongs to the diftrict. of the p " 
< riíh of that faint, and they were placed there March 2i,l52 ' 
« by the care of a citizen, an aflayer of the mint, as C O L M E N A ~ 
c RES tells us, in his hiftory of thatyear. 

« BESIDES this teftimony, which is the moíl authentic of the a ~ 
* tiquity of the city, there is mention made of it in L U C I U S F L O » ^ 
« where he is relating the war of SERTORIUS, lib. 3. ch. 22. y 1 ^ ¿ 
'he fays, that the Hercukan lieutenanü of Sertorius were aej^ 
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* near Segovia, without adding any more interefting particulars. 
' His apud Segoviam opprejjis, 6cc. This was about the year 67 c 
' of the foundation of R O M E , in. which P O M P E Y came againíl 
< s E RTORIUS,.following Gftzvhis's chronology upon Florus, which 
' anfwers in our way of reckoning to the J<)\h year before Chrift, 
í taking the vulgar sera for an epoch. 

1
 P L I N Y , in telling us who the feveral people were, who form-

' ed. the.affembly of C L U N I A , fays, that one were tbe people of 
' SEGOVIA among the Arevaci. H A R D Ü I N , in the notes to c. 
' üi. lib. 3. of that author, will not have it to be the SEGOVIA 
' fituated between V A L L A D O L I D and M A D R I D (of which we are 
* now fpeaking) but another frnall town, placed byPTOLEMYin the 
' fame íite with N U M A N T I A : Non ea eft, quainter Valltfoletum & 
' Madritum nobis Segovia dicitur: fed altera ejufdevi nominis urbecula, 
* qu¿e fub eádem fere cceli parte atque ipfa Numantia, eodemquefitu a 
' Ptolomeo collocatiir. But if one denies this, it would be very 
* difficult for any one to prove i t : for we may juft as well fay, 
c that P L I N Y means the city of which we are fpeaking, and not 
' that deíigned by H A R D O U I N , for he owns that to be an urbecula. 
* And it is more natural, that P L I N Y íhould mention that which 
' was the molt great and famous (in cafe there were two of the 
'•fame ñame among the ArevaciJ and not the leaft illuftrious, to-
* tally omitting the greateft. 

* I s AID in cafe there were two in the Arevaci¡ becaufe neither 
* P L I N Y , P T O L E M Y , or A N T O N I N E mention more tlian one in 
* that territory : And as there were no more than one, we ought 
' not to fay, that P L I N Y and P T O L E M Y mentioned the leaft illu-
' ftrious, and omitted the moñ famous mentioned by A N T O -
c
 NINE. It is clear that P T O L E M Y places SEGUBIA in a fite-that 

* does not fquare with SEGOVIA, about 42 degrees of latitude, 
^and 134. of longitude. But it is as certain, that if you take his fite 
' in reference to the direct diftance, which there is between that 
' and N U M A N T I A , it will be one of the many errors of his tables,-
' becaufe they place SEGUBIA and N U M A N T I A in 13^ degrees of 
4 longitude.' 

C c THE 
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T H E A L CACAR, or Royal Palace, is the next objeít he l ^ 
note3 it is pkin by the A L in the firft fyllable of this word, » 
it is an Arable appellation j for it is the Arabio arricie, w 
they cali ¿¡W¿zr; And the tradition of the town fays, it was a p 
of refidence for fome of the Moorijh princes. I knovv not v ^ 
truth there may be in it, but Icannot help attempting an etyrfl 
gy, efpecially when the occafion feems fo faír. Thus Cffifar,^a' ^ 
Mooriíh C A Y Z A R , ALC ACAR. The front of this building is a ^ 
fifty feet long j there are two conic, or fugar loaf-turrets, a t e „ 
wing j and the facade is adorned with feveral diminutive tur 
in the fame tafte and ílyle: Above the íkilling or fpan-roof oí .^ 
firft front there rifes another íkilling roof adorned with turre . 
the fame ílyle : And between the wings, in the middle rifes a 1° 
ty fquare, brick tower, furrounded with fmall circular turrets enfl' 
ing in a confoíe. Along the front of the firft building runs a n^y' 
fmall open gallery, juft under the corniíh. The whole of the &' 
bric appears clearly to be in the oíd Moorifijlyle; the governor t°\ 
me the middle tower was Román, but I íhould doubt it much í 
feems to be of the fame age and building with the reíl of the / 
bric; the windows of the fame form and tafte; and there Js _ 
trace of fmall beads, that girts it, juft as in the front and the w \ n 4 ¿ 
It is certainly all Moorifi, and is indeed extremely pretty, and U» ^ 
and pleafes me more than almoft any building I ever faW- Qt 

whole, except the middle tower, is covered with a blue flate"'> 
íhingles, I cannot fay which. You go to it from a fort 
or place, over a fmall bridge-j for there is a deep fofs, that fti'rr.° .c&s> 

one part of it, and the other íides are defended by fteep P reC1^ t e r a 
as it ftands upon a rock. Having paífed the bridge you en_ ^& 

cloyfter, where there is a court within, and a fountain. Fr°* ^\\. 
cloyfter you enter a large room prettily cieled, a fort of fervants 
After that you come into a ftate-room, with a rich gi^ clC Jp 
carving-of ftucco upon the walls, and Dutcb tiling round the r° ^ 
at the bóttom. This brings. you. to a fecond apartment of íil 

the fame tafte, but a much richer cieling ; then you enter a r»*& 
nificent roomcalled the Sala de los Reyes, or, The hall oftheir ^Kx 

and with reafon, for it really is full of Kings. The w o o d e ^ 
1 waxen images ofnineteen Kings of C A S T I L E , fix of LEO*» ^ 
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ÜRIAS, and fixteen ofOVIEDO,are all placed overyour head, 
about the middle of the wal], round the room, with their Queens, 
and four counts, or dulces placed under them. Among them is the 
famous Cío, or Don ROD. D Í A Z de BIVAR, of whom fuch won-
ders have been recorded : C I D , in Arable, is commander, or gene
ral } he lived about 1055, in the reign of F E R D I N A N D of L E Ó N . 
This room is indeed an odd ííght, and if one was to be there 
late at night, with a fingle taper, it would aíford matter for a 
warm imagination to be very buíy. From thence you pafs into 
a fmall ehapel, vvhere there is a fingle paintingover the altar with 
this inferiptíon, B A R T O L O M É CARDUCCIO Florent. faciebat, 
1600. Beyond this is a fmall room with odd pieces of feulpture 
of dogs and hares, and other animáis, and pretty carving in Fref-
co, or Stucco. Round this room, as well as the reft, runs an in-
feription in very oíd Gothic chara&ers; but I am fure of no mo-
ment ; for in the next room, where the letters were likewife Go
thic, biít not quite fo oíd faíhioned, I could read them with no 
great difHculty : And they proved to be nothing elfe, but prayers, 
and pious fentences : Thus, LAUDAM T E IN SECÓLA SE-
COLORUM. MAYERDE M E M E N T O ME. ORA PRO 
NOBIS. U D A L AP R H Y S has given a very falfe account of this 
place : He fays there are fixteen rooms hung with fine tapeílry, 
and that there are many pictures, with other circumííances, 
which have not one word of truth in t h e m . — P H I L I P II. in 1590, 
caufed thofe dates and accounts, which are affixed to the feet of 
each prince in the Sala de los Reyes, to be put up ; it is the beft 
chronology they have of them. 

H A V I N G now given fome account of this Angular fabric; in
dulge me in a word or two about the age of it. The governor 
foid the rooms we faw were five hundred years oíd; this is no
thing ; it would only throw the date of this building as far back 
as the i3th century, or about 1260. I have feen agrant of A L -
PHONSO in the year 1160, which mentions this A L C A C A R . IS it 
not very ftrange, that the writer of the Htftory of SEGÓ VI A 

íhould take no particular notice of this remarkable ítructure: 
He only fays, that when in j$$ the M O O R S attacked S E G O -

VIA, andtook.it, the SEGOVIANS put the ALCACAR, the houfe 
C e 2 of 
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of H E R C U L E S , and the tower of St. J U A N in a good poílure o 
defence. This pcriod of the eighth century feems to me to luí 
better with the ñame and appearance of the building, and to 
place it in a much more Moorijli age ; though it may poffibly oe 
ftill older. There is one pintea arch of a door-way in this build" 
ing, which is now ílopped up ; it feems of the fame age with the 
reít; but as it may have been an after-work, as it is not an eflen" 
tial part, what ílrefs is to be laid upon it, I cannot fay. Here are 
tw'o ftrange oíd cannon, or pipes, cañones they cali them. And 

the doors of the offices are marked thus : Bodeca, Pojlgo; that is» 
the cellar, the fajj'age. 

T H I S is the famous Tower or Cajile O/ 'SEGOVIA, fo celebrated 
in Monfieur Le Sage's Gil Blas,1 and other romances ; the antien* 
receptacle of ftate-prifoners : It was here that political. QJUIXOTE 
the duke of R I P P E R D A was eonfinedj and it was from henee he 
efeaped. There is another large prifon in the middle of the city, 
but that is only for the reception of common felons, and is a mo~ 
dern building. The very fame man that was governor, when RiP" 
PERDA was eonfined there, is ítill alive, and the prefent governor: 
By his account it was the maid, not the daughter, that gave the 
duke his liberty; for his daughter is married to an ANDALUSIAN 
gentleman, and lives there : He fays, that the room in wh i c i l 

R I P P E R D A was eonfined had but one door to it, and had tv/° 
centinels placed at i t ; at the door of the next room two centineis 
more j and without the guard du corps. How he efeaped, he favS 

he cannot guefs; but that the Duke's fervant faid his maíter was 
very i l l ; that another fervant took his mafter's place in bed, and 
counterfeited a fick perfon ; that he the governor knew nothing 
of his efeape, till nine days after he moas gone, and then they du -

covered the fraud. It is plain from all this relátion, that the cour* 
had a mind to let R I P P E R D A efeape; that the governor had or-
ders to connive at it'; though the means and contrivance vrete 
probably the duke's invention : that the court did not care f° r 

the expence of keeping him in prifon, and had no inclination t 0 

take away his life. When he found, that orders were given i° 
feizing him in the year 1726, he fled to the houfe of Mr. ^ T ^ N ' 
HOPE, the then Englijh ambaíTador. His lordíhip was at tna^ 
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time not at home ; and it is inconceivable what difficulty he had 
at his return, to get R I P P E R D A out of the houfe: H e was at laft 
taken out by forcé by the King of SPAIN'S order. This, how-
ever, trifling as it was, occafioned a mifunderftanding between the 
courts O Í S P A I N and G R E A T B R I T A I N . Mr. S T A N H O P E cer-
tainly did right; he withdrew from M A D R I D , to fhew his refent-
ment, and to aíTert thejuft rights and privileges of his C H A R A C -
T E R : for otherwife no prudent ambaíTador would have riíked the 
embroiling himfelf with his court for the fake of proteéting fuch 
a fcoundrel. He was originally an envoy from the frates of H O L -
L A N D , afterwards minifter to the court of S P A I N , being a crea-
turé of Cardinal A L B E R O N I ' S , and was fent to negotiate the fa-
mous Vi EN NA tteaty. To conclude, he betrayed his truft, made 
the grand tour of all religions j fled from one court, could obtain 
protección from no other, could find no afylum in E U R O P E : And 
after having been fucceffively Proteílant, Papift, Pagan, Jew, 
Turk, Infidel, and Heretic, weary of apoftacies, he died at laft a 
Mahometan among the ftates of B A R B A R Y . 

T H E next objeét of note here is the C A T H E D R A L , which is 
indeed a noble ftruCUire; it is of the Got-bk ítyle of architec-
ture, and rather of the beít kind of i t ; there are two quires, as 
it were furrounded by a moft ampie Bafilica, which is lined on 
the wall-fide with a vaft variety of fine altars, and rich íhrines: 
The painted glafs is good, and gives the dim, religious light. 
They told me it was built 1525, fee The Hift. of Segovia, ch. 39. 
The facriíly is a fine room, and contains fome pidtures. The ar
enes of this building are all round. There is an oíd cloyíter ad-
joining to the cathedral, where there is a monument of a bifhdp 
of this fee, and his epitaph in good Latin, well-cut. There 
are fome hundreds of veítments hung up here; the badges of fo 
many unhappy Jeivs, who had the misfortune to be burnt, be-
caufe they did not believe all that the inquiíitor did: This tribunal, 
or the Holy Office as they cali it, was at SEGÓ vi A at that time, 
but has been fince-removed. There are too in this cloyíter, the 
remains of fad fuperíritious paintings on the wall. In the chap-
ter-room is a fine pichare of a M A D O N N A and B A M B I N O , by 
S P A G N O L E T J alfo the ílory of A U R E L I A N and Z E N O B I A , in 

good 
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good tapeítry. In the library is a MS. verlion of the P E N T A -

T E U C H , from the Hebrew, Cbaldee, añd Greek into Latin, datea 
ióco. It isintitled Verfio Pentateuco per Ciruelum Darocenfem. 

THEREisagrantof Queen U R R A C A ' S in this cathedral in i66i> 
which mentions the Alcázar, and the Pons Caflellanus, or bridgf 
of the Alcázar. It concludes thus—" Whofoever Jhall viólate tht* 
" grant, let them be ever banijhedfrom God's threflwld, and be éter' 
" nally tormented ivitb'D ATHAM. and A B I R A M , whom the earth 
u fwallowed, be damnedtvitb the traitor J U D A S , andpay a thoufaw 
"pounds of unallayedgold (auri obryzi) to the bi/hop." 

T H E R E are feveral fine churches here befides the cathedral i 
that of S T . M I L A N O is very oíd j built by G O N Z A L O F E L I Z in 
923. See Hi/iory of Segovia, p. 83. I found an inícription on the 
wall: L : DCCC : A I : XXX : X : H Q L X . + : y . Q ^ AR. 
ROÍ : S. K. C - 2. There is another infcription on the other wall, 
on which there was MIL. I. CCC. XL. I. which I read 1341* 
The arches of this church are all round and large -, the columns 
large and lofty, with carved capitals, containing many figures both 
of men and .animáis. Some with beautiful foliage; the íhafts were 
round and plain ; and placed upon fquare bafes, extreimely large: 
At the entrance is a fort of Arcade with beautiful, fmall columns 
of black marble, and the pillars joined one to another, with a 
fort of fpiral or ferpentine line, what the heralds, I thinlc, cú* 
Wavy. 

T H E church of S T . S E B A S T I A N is a good room, not very 
large, the roof modern, built in 1699. There is a fmall nave ad-
joining, feparated by three elliptical arches, the moft ugly, difpro-
portioned things you can imagine. What date they are of I knovV 
no t ; but certainly they are Gothic. There are two pillars remaín-
ing at the portal, as pld as the Moorifo times. 

THE-church of S T . F R A N C I S is a fine large room, with a xno^ 
heautiful organ ; large and lofty arches, moft of them round, 
but one or two pointed-, the roof modern. On the \eft~h^a 

is a fmall chape! with th.e oldeíl Gothic, or Saxon carved wor«c; 
. r the 

4 
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the roof of it contaras large beads, or mouldings : they proiecled 
7 or 8 inches from the roof, and the arch over the door-way was 
compofed of beads or tracery of ftone in the fame maífy tafte. 

T H E church of S T . M A R T I NI is a very oldfabric, builtbefore 
1140. See Hifl. ofSegovia. At the weft-end of it is the moft lof-
ty, round Moorifu arch I ever faw, with a multitude of decreaíing 
mouldings one within another; there is a pretty large arcade witri 
very neat fmall columns of black marble. 

T H E church O Í S T . A U G U S T I N is a modern building, but a 
fine room, the arches round; íbme few good piótures, and a 
handfome facriíty. 

T H E church of S T . D O M I N I O is a noble Gothic ftruéture, 
built about 1406; beneath the corniíh under the roof of the 
outfide, all round the church, are cut in ftone thefe words, in 
oíd characters, of what age I' know not, bu t in th i s form *V. I 
íhall write it for the fake of diípatch in the common charadters 
T A N T O - M O N T A . The meaning of which is—When by the 
marriage of F E R D I N A N D and ISABBXXA the kíngdóms were 
united, they madej this oíd Spanijh proverb—Tanto monta, monta 
tanto Ifabella como Fernando—That is to fay, Ifabel is as good as 
Ferdinand, and Ferdinand as Ifabel. The only remark I íhall 
make is, that henee comes our Englifh word tantamount. The iñ
ude is now modernized, the arches are round, a little more than, 
300 years oíd. 

T H E church of ST,. JOHN T H E B A P T I S T is faid here to be 
the oldefi in the city, built in 923. See Hiji. ofSeg. p. 83. It con-
fifts of three naves, all large round arches of the oldeft Gothic; and 
may be coníidered as one long room. Here is the tomb of the 
knights, who took M A D R I D in 932; and here the archives of 
the city are kept in a handfome cheft; the date of which is. 1686.' 
The chief knight was F E R N Á N G A R C Í A de la T O R R E ; his 
tomb hall remains in this church, which was formerly called from 
thence the church of the knights. The ftatues of both thefe knights 
are placed over agate in M A D R I D , theprint of which is in the hif-

tory 


