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the Alps themselves because he liad reason to believe tliat 
the Gauls who dwelt beyond them would join bim to a man. 
TSTeither were his Communications with bis immediate rear 
entirely broken, even after Hanno bad been defeated ; while 
tbe sea was always open to bim, by means of which rein-
forcements and supplies could at any time reach bim from 
Carthage. Hannibal and Wellington were equally deceived 
in their expectations. Botb, after gaining great battles, 
•were forced to withdraw: the one to defend Carthage, 
which be failed in doing ; the other to save Portugal, and 
to gather strength for a third and more successful effort in 
Spain. 

¥ e migbt purgue this parallel further, by showing how 
closely these great men resembled each other in tbe moder-
ation which they exhibited when carrying all before them, 
in their unfailing courage and determination, -when to 
human appearance tbeir cause was become desperate. 
Hannibal in Italy maintained among his troops the same 
strict discipline which Wellington maintained in the south 
of France; and both secured thereby the good-will of the 
people to whom they carne as conquerors. The defeat of 
Asdrubal, terrible as it was, no more broke the courage of 
Hannibal than Wellington's resolution was shaken when 
tidings *of the battle of "Wagram reached bim. Finally, 
both were the devoted servants of their country, and of its 

" constitution, though botb suffered from the inaptitud^ of 
the latter to a state of war. Marked diíferences the in-
quirer wi]l doubtless find in tbe tempers of the men as 
well as in the careers of the generáis. But these seem to 
be the results of the different circumstances under which 
they were placed. AU that belonged, properly speating, 
to themselves, their quickness to observe, their powers of 
calmlajdon, their coobiess, foretbought, self-possession, jus-
tice, their fertility in resources, their exceeding strength 
of will, were essentially the same. Had Hannibal been 
tbrown into Wellington's age and circumstances, he would 
bave done, in all probability, much as "Wellington did; had 
"Wellington filled Hannibal's place in history, tbe ñame 



474 COMPARED WITH MAELBOEOTJGH. 

would have been changed, but the exploits of tlie Cartha-
giiiian commander would have come down to us very little 
varied from what we now find them. 

In estimating the character of the Duke of Wellington 
as a soldier, it has not been unusual, both in England and 
elsewhere, to draw between him and John Duke of Marl-
borough a parallel generally to the advantage of the lat-
ter. According to our view of the case, the materials for 
such a parallel are as scanty as the conclusión adverse to 
the Duke of "Wellington is unjust. I n this they doubtless 
resembled one another, that both understood how to handle 
troops; that both were careful of the health and general 
comforts of their men, and that both paid great attention to 
details. But so far they only fall into the groove along 
which great commanders have run since the world began; 
for no man can long command an army at all who is care-
less of the health and comforts of his men, and inattentive 
to matters of detail. When we look closer into the subject, 
however, it will be seen that there is not much similarity in 
the conditions under which Marlborough and Wellington 
respectively made war ; and henee that the similitudes which 
are discoverable in the two careers affect particular operations 
rather than the genius of the men who airected them. The 
Duke of Marlborough, for example, assumed the cammand 
of an allied army in the Netherlands, after having studied 
his profession under Turenne and William I I I . ; the latter 
an unsuccessful, but not therefore an incapable, officer. The 
Duke of Wellington's masters in the art of war were the 
Duke of Tork and Lord Harris, brave men both, but cer-
tainly not to be spoken of in the same breath with Turenne 
or William I I I . The Duke of Marlborough found himself 
at the head of Dutch, Austrian, and Sardinian troops,—all 
of them in as high a state of discipline as his own, and at 
least as well appointed. He had as his coadjutor Prince 
Eugene, a general scarcely inferior to himself in skill and 
capacity, and he carried on his operations against such ofñcers 
as Tallard and Villars, the Duke of Burgundy, Villeroy, and 
Boufflers. 

The Duke of Wellington was forced to construct fof 
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himself a Portuguese contingent, and having raised it to 
the highest state of perfection of which it seems to nave 
beeu capable, used to say, that when led by British officers 
it was equal to the Sepoys. As to the Spanish armies, they 
were sometimes rather an encumbrance to him than the re­
verse ; tbey could never, to the end of the war, be entirely 
depended upon. "With respect, again, to his own lieu-
tenants, the most that can be said is, that several among 
them possessed a fair share of ability ; whereas his oppon-
ents were, Soult, Massena, Marmont, Victor, and finally 
Napoleón. Again, Marlborough, when supplies were want-
ing, made his requisitions upon states which, being under 
the management of regular Q-overnments, were always 
ahle, and generally willing, to furnish whatever might be re-
quired. "Wellington, on the other hand, was driven to 
créate his own resources, and to provide his own means 
both of collecting and paying for them. Marlborough, sup-
ported by the Queen, and backed by the undivided influ-
enee of the Eevolution Grovernment, had at his command 
the whole military, resources of G-reat Briíain. There were 
then no colonies in all parts of the world to protect; no In­
dia to guard, no Mediterranean fortresses to garrison. 
"Wellington found it necessary to sustain the courage of a 
feeble Cabinet, which, in the face of popular clamour and a 
strong parliamentary opposition, was afraid to put forth the 
strength of the empire, even though in withholding it they 
exposed both their general and his army to destruction. 
Tío doubt the field deputies were a source of great annoy-
ance to Marlborough, from which, however, he succeeded at 
last in delivering himself; but the Portuguese Eegency, 
and the Juntas and Cortes of Spain, hung like a mill-stone 
round the neck of "Wellington, from the opening to the 
cióse of the struggle. I might go further, and refer to the 
tone which pervades the correspondence of these two men, 
the one always keeping in view self-aggrandizemeñt, and 
the interests of party, the other taking no serious thought 
of anything except the public service, and the best means of 
promoting it. But this is not necessary ; Marlborough and 
"Wellington were both great men,—great in politics, per-
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haps greater in war ; but except that neither of them ever 
sustained a defeat, there is • little which, to him who ex­
amines their respective courses witü attention, will serve to 
place them in any degree of parallelism one towards the 
other. 

And this naturally leads to a consideration of the calis 
which were made upon them for the management, not of 
combined armies alone, but of Courts and Cabinets, of which 
the views were often as narrow as they were discordant. 
The task imposed upon Marlborough in this respect was 
heavy enough. He had to excite the States-G-eneral, al-
ways indolent and greedy, to self-denial and activity, while 
lie kept up the sinking courage of the emperor, and restrained 
the impetuosity of the House of Savoy. He succeeded, as 
he invariably did, in diplomacy, by dint of great penetra-
tion into the characters of others, by winning manners, and 
the hearty snpport of Godolphin and the Duchess Sarah at 
home. But success enabled him only to lay upon others a 
responsibility which he could not himself undertake. He 
never found it necessary, first to créate the resources of 
the states with which he was in communication, and then 
to wield them. How it fared with Wellington in these re-
spects in India, in the Spanish Península, and in France, 
I need not here stop to point out. 

The place to be allotted to the Duke of Wellington as a 
leading statesman under a constitutional Groyernment will 
be determined, as a matter of course, according to the opin-
ions entertained by those who sit in judgment upon him, on 
certain great constitutional questions. That he was a 
Eoyalist in every sense of the term, all who carne in con-
tact with him understood. The Grovernment of the empire 
was for him the King's Government; the peace of the 
realm was the King's peace; the army, the navy, the 
magistracy, the Parliament itself were the King's. The 
throne was the fountaia, not of honour only, but of all the 
rights and privileges which the people enjoyed. Tet the 
throne, as he regarded it, was as much hemmed in by law, 
and even by custom, as the humblest of the lieges. And so 
it carne to pass that, Eoyalist as he was, no man stood up 
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more stoutly for the people and their rights than the Duke 
of Wellington. Like the best of the cavaliers in the time 
of the first Charles, it was for the Crown, as the greatest 
institution in the country, that he was prepared to risk 
everything. Henee, if the King's ministers proposed mea-
sures which he believed to be mischievous or unsafe, he op-
posed them. Henee, too, if the Sovereign expressed 
wishes, a compliance with which would tend in his opinión 
to bring the Crown into disrepute, he resisted such wishes. 
Had his advice been taken, the country might have escaped 
much, if not all, the scandal of Queen Caroline's trial. He 
overruled (xeorge IV. in other caprices, equally with that 
calculated to add to his unpopularity. AVhile prepared at 
all hazards to deliver William IV. out of his difficulties, he 
did not hesitate to point out to his Majesty where he had 
gone wrong. And even towards Queen Victoria, for whom 
he would have cheerfully laid down his life, he took on one 
memorable occasion an attitude somewhat savouring of 
harshness. He joined the opposition to the grant proposed 
by Lord Melbourne for Prince Albert on his marriage, and 
cut it down from £50,000 to £30,000 a year. However un-
palatable at the moment this act might be, neither the 
Sovereign ñor the people could mistake his motive, and 
both the Sovereign and the people gave him in return in-
creased esteem and reverence. 

For many years after he became a minister, the Duke's 
place in the Cabinet was a subordínate one. His own 
tenure of office as head of an Administration was brief. 
Vet he eontrived in that interval to pass a measure from 
grappling with which all previous Governments had shrunk. 
H i s Catholic Relief Bill would have been more satisfactory 
had he been able to carry it in its original form. But with 
all the imperfections which others ingrafted upon it, who 
wül speak of it as a blunder ? That the Tories of 1829 
blundered in breaking off from his guidance, there are pro-
bably few survivors of that gallant but headstrong band 
who will now deny. But surely the blame of subsequent 
misfortunes, if misfortunes we are to consider them, rests, 
not with him who got rid of an insuperable obstacle to all 
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Government, but with his angry followers, who, to gratify a 
spirit of revenge, placed him in a minority in the House of 
Commons, and insured the accession of the "Whigs to office. 

The Duke's policy and system of management on the two 
great questions of Parliamentary reform and free-trade in 
corn, are, and will remain to the end of time, fair subjects of 
discussion. That he exaggerated the amount of danger to 
be apprehended from both measures, may be true. Experi-
ence, as far as it has yet instructed us, seems to indicate as 
much ; but believing, as he did, that Lord Grrey's bilí, if 
passed into law, would sap the foundations of the monarchy, 
and that the means adopted by the minister to pass it into 
law were even more pregnant with danger than the bilí 
itself, we cannot, understanding his nature, and taking pro-
per measure of his principies, blame him for having resisted 
it at every stage. Of his subsequent conduct when in op-
position, and his perfect disinterestedness after the Con­
servativos returned to power, there cannot be two opinions. 
And if he seemed to desert his party when Sir Eobert Peel 
gave up the Corn Laws, let it not be forgotten that he went 
with Sir Robert for the party's sake. I t was in the hope of 
keeping power in the hands of Conservative statesmen that 
he sacrificed the most fondly cherished of all his political 
opinions. 

All this, however, only brings us back to the point from 
which we started in 1826. "Was it possible for a man, 
already so great as the Duke of Wellington, to descend into 
the arena of party politics, without subtracting from his 
greatness. Add to it he could not, and therefore be the re-
sults of the experiment what they may, both to the country 
and to himself, this at least is certain, that in making it he 
yielded to no suggestion of merely selñsh ambition. 

Of the Duke as an orator enough has already been said 
to convey a tolerably accurate impression to the mind of a 
careful reader. He liad been many years a regular attend-
ant in the House of Lords, before he ever thought of ad-
dressing it, exeept when some appeal was made directly to 
himself, and then he spoke briefly. He became all at once 
its leader, not in council only and by the forcé of his strong 
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understanding, but in debate. His speecbes, like his letters, 
are plain, straightforward, and to the purpose. His argu-
ments veré from time to time well sustained, and even inge-
nious ; as in his censure of Earl Grey for dissolving Parlia-
ment in 1831, and in the view which he took of the eífect of 
the laws against Román Catholics upon the constitution 
properly so ealled. His articulation, never very clear, 
became in latter years difficult, and sometimes painful. He 
would make long pauses when speaking, repeat himself, and 
occasionally employ terms which amounted to exaggeration. 
But in every instance what he said had in it a large measure 
of good sense, and was invariably listened to, both in the 
House of Lords and elsewhere, with respect. 

The attention which the Duke commanded for himself, he 
never failed to give to others. There he sat, with his hat 
drawn over his brows, and his hand up to his ear, listening 
to one noble lord after another, as if each had an argument 
to advance which might possibly change his own views of 
the point under discussion. And when otherwise unable to 
catch the substance of what was said, he would move as cióse 
to the speaker as the customs of the House allowed, and 
stand till the speech carne to a cióse. 

Of the Duke's personal peculiarities, both physical and 
mental, enough, it may be thought, has been said elsewhere, 
yet my portrait would scarcely be complete were I to omit 
all notice of them in this place. Nature had endowed him 
with a robust frame and an iron constitution. In height he 
measured about 5 feet 9 inches,—I speak, of course, of what 
he was in the vigour of his days, for latterly oíd age had 
shrunk and bowed his frame, and given him the habit of 
stooping. His shoulders were broad, his chest well devel-
oped, his arms long, and his hands and feet in excellent pro-
portion. His eyes were of a dark violet blue, or grey, and 
his sight was so penetrating, that even to the last he could dis-
tinguish objects at an immense distance. The general ex-
pression of his countenance when silent or pre-occupied, was 
grave ; but his smile had a charm about it which, when once 
seen, could never be forgotten. A forehead not very high, 
but broad and square, eyebrows straight and prominent, a 



480 . HIS PERSONAL APPEARANCE. 

long face, a Eoman nose, a broad under jaw, with a chin 
strongly marked, gave him a striking resemblance to more 
than one of the héroes of antiquity, especially to Julius 
Cassar. His hair, which was originally a clear brown, had 
become white as silver before be died, but to the last there 
was no baldness, even at tbe temples. If you met him in a 
crowd or upon the street, and were entirely ignorant that 
he was a great man, you would be impelled by some secret 
impulse to fix your eye upon him, and to turn round and 
look afterhim when he had passed. I saw him for the ñrst time 
as he crossed the line of march during a military operation 
in Spain. Only three mounted officers attended him, and he 
was simply dressed in a grey frock, a cocked hat covered 
with oil-skin, and grey trowsers ; but instinctively he was 
recognized as the commander of the forces, and the impres-
sion then made upon the miad of a boy, never in after-life 
passed away. 

The military costume of the Duke on active service was 
singularly plain, though becoming, and very peculiar. On 
state occasions he wore the full dress of his rank, with all 
his orders and decorations; but in the field his garb was 
either a blue or a grey frock—blue when fighting was not 
expected; grey, if a battle were in preparation or in progress. 
Over this, that he might be more easily recognized from afar, 
he often threw a short white cloak, which is still in existence, 
and may be seen in a glass case at A.psley House. His 
cocked hat was very low, rising but little above the crown 
of the head, and he rarely surmounted it with a plume. 
The boots known as " Wellingtons" were of his own in-
vention, and outside the trowsers he used often to wear 
mud-guards of strong leather, which overlapped and were 
fastened with straps and buckles. His sword was a light 
steel-mounted sabré, which he suspended from his waist by 
a black belt. He never wore a sash except en grande tenue. 

His morning dress, as a civilian, was scrupulously neat 
and clean, but varied very little, and that only with the 
change of seasons. In summer he might be recognized, on 
foot or on horseback, by his low-crowned narrow-brimmed 
hat, his white cravat fastened with a silver buckle behind; 
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his blue frock, white waistcoat, and white trowsers. I n 
winter there were the same hat, neckcloth, and frock, with 
a waistcoat blue, sométanles red, and blue trowsers. He 
never wore a great coat, but in severe weather threw a short 
cloak or cape over his shoulders, made of blue cloth, with a 
white lining. His evening attire, except when be was in 
mourning, consisted of a blue coat with metal buttons, a 
white cravat and waistcoat, black breeches, and silk stock-
ings, or tight black pantaloons. On these occasions he wore 
the order of the Grarter under the left knee, with the Golden 
Meece suspended round his neck, the blue or other ribbon, 
and a star. When at Walmer, he often dressed for dinner 
in the uniform of the Chique Ports, viz., a blue coat with 
scarlet collar and cuffs, and blue trowsers with a red stripe 
down the outer seam. 

Though a bold rider and a fearless driver, it cannot be 
said that the Duke was either skilful in equitation or an ex-
pert whip. His seat when mounted was loóse, and latterly 
not very graceful. He spared no expense in furnishing his 
stables, but somehow or another his horses were rarely 
without a fault. The truth, I believe, was, that besides 
being bnt an indifferent judge of the animal at the outset, 
he became so much attached to it when he had ridden it for 
a while, that he continued to use it after any other man 
would have exchanged it for another. Of the sort of car-
riage in which he used to be conveyed to and from the 
Horse Ghiards, I have already spoken. In the country, be-
fore he ceased to be his own charioteer, he was in the habit 
of driving sometimes a curricle, sometióles, when his house 
was full of guests, a sort of char-a-hano. Being deaf in the 
left ear, he sat always on the left side of the box, and his 
driving was like that of Jehu the son of Nimshi, furious. I t 
happened that on one occasion I, being in another carriage 
behind him, endeavoured to follow cióse through the narrow 
uneven lañes which connect Barfriston with "Walmer. I t 
was a vain effort; he was soon out of sight. Arriving by 
and by at the Castle gate, I was met by LordClanwilliam,who 
had been the Duke's companion in the curricle. " The Duke 
gets along," was the remark , ¡"he soon left me behind." 

31 
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" There is no doubt of that," was the answer; " I thought 
more than once that he would have left me behind too." 

The Duke's manner of life was plain, regular, and method-
ical. He mixed, indeed, freely in the society of London 
during the season, for everybody desired to have him, and 
he went everywhere—not in search of personal gratification 
to himself, but because he knew that others would be grati-
fied by his presence. Indeed he felt, and to his more intí­
mate friends often complained, of the burden which society 
was to him, though in this, as in graver matters, his own 
ease was invariably postponed to what he held to be a duty. 
Elsewhere than in London, his habits were simple, I had al-
most said severe. The rooms most plainly furnished in 
Strathfleldsaye and Walmer Castle were those which he per-
sonally occupied. He slept at Strathfleldsaye upon a sofá, 
at Walmer upon a small iron bedstead, which might have 
served him, and was commonly, though erroneously, supposed 
to have done so, throughout his wars in the Península. 
Both couches were without posts or curtains, or hangings of 
any kind ; and the bedding consisted of a hair mattress, a 
blanket, and an eider-down quilt. At Walmer, his bed-room 
served him as a prívate sitting-room also. I t was situated 
within one of the bastions of the Castle, and, besides his 
couch, contained a few chairs, two tables, and a bookcase so 
placed that he could take down a volume from it at pleasure 
while in bed, and a chest of drawers. The Bible, the Pray-
er-book, a copy of Jeremy Taylor's Holy Living and Dying, 
and Csesar's Commentaries, lay within his reach, and judg-
ing from the marks of use which are upon them, must have 
been much read and often consulted. 

The Duke was most exact and particular in his corre-
spondence. No letter, even the most eccentric, remained 
unanswered. When, indeed, numbers of persons took to 
writing to him for the mere purpose of obtaining his auto-
graph, he so couched his replies as to meet the peculiarities 
of each case. There was much originality in these answers. 
Some ran thus : " F.M. the Duke of Wellington regrets that 
it is not in his power, &c, &c. He is one of the few per­
sons in this country who don't meddle with matters with 
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which they have no concern." Otliers took this turn :— 
" F.M. the Duke of Wellíngton can give no opinión upon a 
matter of which lie knows nothing." 

In 1845, when the Queen paid him a visit at Strathfleld-
saye, the newspaper reporters applied to him, according to 
the custom of the country, to be admitted into the house, in 
order that they might give an account of what was passing 
there. The Duke wrote to them in these terms :—" F.M. the 
Duke of Wellington presents his compliments to Mr , 
and begs to say that he doea not see what his house at 
Strathfieldsaye has to do with the public press." 

A gentleman of Belfast wrote to him the following let-
t e r :—" May it please your Grrace, I have taken the liberty 
of requesting your opinión—Was Napoleón guilty or not of 
the murder of his prisoners at Jaffa ? and if there is any 
military law or circumstance that would justify the deed ? " 
The following was the Duke's answer :—" F.M. the Duke of 
Wellington presents his compliments to Mr H. ; he has also 
received Mr H.'s letter, and begs leave to inform him, that 
he is not the historian of the wars of the French Republic 
in Egypt and Syria." 

A great number of authors applied to the Duke to sub­
scribe to their works. His answer was always the same. 
" F.M. the Duke of Wellington begs to decline to give his 
ñame as a subscriber to the book in question. If he learns 
that it is a good book he may become a purchaser." 

Equally characteristic were the Duke's letters, whether 
of courtesy or of kindness. The author of the Subaltern, 
whose work obtained, perhaps, a greater measure of success 
than it deserved, was informed by some of his friends that it 
had attracted the attention of the Duke of "VVellington, and 
the suggestion was made to him that he also should apply 
for leave to dedícate a new edition to the Duke. He re­
ceived by return of post the following answer :— 

" London, 9th November, 1826. 
" DEAR SIE , 

" I have this day received your letter of the 7th inst., 
and I beg to assure you that you have been correctly in-
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formed that I had read your work with tlie greatest interest, 
and that I admired the simplicity and truth with which you 
had related the various events which you had witnessed; 
the scenes in which you had been an actor, and the circum-
stances of the life which you had led as an officer of the 
85th regiment, in the army in the Peninsula and the south 
of France. 

" I should be happy to have an opportunity of testifying 
my sense of the merits of your work by consenting to the 
dedication to me of the second edition, only that I have long 
been under the necessity of declining to give a formal con-
sent to receive the dedication of any work. 

" I conceive that by such consent I give a sort of tacit 
guarantee of the contents of the work so dedicated. I know 
that I should be considered to have placed myself in that 
situation by some who might not, perhaps, approve of those 
contents. ÍYom what I have above stated, you will see that 
I could have no objection to stand in the situation described, 
in relation to your work ; and I must admit that it would be 
better to draw a distinction between good and meritorious 
works and others, and to give my sanction, so far as to con­
sent to receive the compliment of their dedication gives such 
sanction, to the first and not to the last. But then there 
comes another difiiculty. Before I give such sanction I 
must peruse the work proposed to be dedicated to me ; and 
I must confesa that I have neither time ñor inclination to 
wade through the hundreds, I might almost say thousands, of 
volumes offered to my protection, inorder to see whether their 
contents are such as that I can venture to become a species of 
guarantee for their truth, their fltness, &c.,&c. Ihavethere-
fore taken the idlest and the shortest way of getting out 
of this difiiculty, by declining to give a formal consent 
to receive the dedication of any work. This mode of pro-
ceeding frequently gives me great pain; but in no instance 
has it given more than on this occasion, as you will perceive 
by the trouble which I give you to peruse, and myself to 
write, these reasons for declining to give a formal consent 
to accept the compliment which you have been so kind as 
to propose to me. 
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" If, however, you think proper to dedícate your second 
edition to me, you are perfectly at liberty to do so ; and 
you cannot expresa in too strong terms my approbatiou and 
admiration of your interesting work. 

" I have the honour to be, dear Sir, 
" Tours most faithfally, 

" "WBLLINGTOIÍ. 
" I was informed when I landed at Dover in April of the 

change of your line of life and circumstances, by one of 
your former brother officers." 

The individual to whom this letter was addressed derived 
from it, as may be supposed, the highest gratiflcation ; and 
the kindness which it manifested personally to himself ceased 
only with the life of the illustrious writer. 

The Duke's correspondence during the agitation of Lord 
Grey's Reform Bill was, as we have seen, immense. If 
printed in detail it would fill volumes; but a few specimens, 
merely to show upon what principie he acted, both as a pub-
lic man and as an individual, may be with perfect propriety 
inserted here. 

At a moment when the public mind was at the height of 
its agitation, I took the liberty of expressing by letter a 
wish that certain concessions should be made. The follow-
ing is the Duke's reply:— 

" London, l l t h Aprñ, 1831. 
" I have received your letters of the 8th and 9th. I t 

is curious enough that I, who have been the greatest re-
former on earth, should be held up as an enemy to all 
reform. This assertion is neither more or less than one of 
the lying cries of the day. 

" If by reform is meant Parliamentary reform, or a change 
in the mode or system of representation, what I have said 
is, that I have never heard of a plan that was safe and prac­
ticable that would give satisfaction, and that whñe I was in 
office I should oppose myself to reform in Parliament. This 
was in answer to Lord Grey on the first day of the session. 
I am stül of the same opinión. I think that Parliament 
has done its duty: that constituted as Parliament is, having 
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in it as a member every man noted ín the country for his 
fortune, his talents, his science, his industry, or his influ-
ence; the first men of all professions, in all branches of 
trade and manufacture, connected with our colonies and set-
tlements abroad, and representing, as it does, all the states 
of tbe United Kingdom, the government of the country is 
still a task almost more than human. To conduct the 
G-overnment would be impossible, if by reform the House 
of Commons should be brought to a greater degree under 
popular influence. Te t let those who wish for reform 
reflect for a moment where we should all stand if we were 
to lose for a day the protection of Grovernment. 

" That is the ground upon which I stand with respect to 
the question of reform in general. I have more experience in 
the government of this country than any man now alive, 
as well as in foreign countries. I have no borough influ­
ence to lose, and I hate the whole concern too much to 
think of endeavouring to gam any. Ask the gentlemen of 
the Cincpie Ports whether I have ever troubled any of 
them. 

" On the other hand, I know that I should be the idol of 
the country if I could pretend to alter my opinión and alter 
my course. Slnd I know that I exelude myself from poli-
tical power by persevering in the course which I have taken. 
But nothing shall induce me to utter a word, either in pub-
lie or in prívate, that I don't believe to be true. If it is 
Grod's will that this great country should be destroyed, and 
that mankind should be deprived of this last asylum of 
peaoe and happiness, be it so; but, as long as I can raise 
my voice, I will do so against the infatuated madness of 
the day. 

" In respect to details, it has always appeared to me 
that the first step upon this subject was the most important. 
"We talk of unrepresented great towns! These are towns 
which have all the benefit of being governed by the system 
of the British Constitution without the evil of elections. 
Look at Scotland. Does Scotland suffer beoause it has not 
the benefit of riotous elections ? I think that reform in 
Scotland would be, and I am certain would be thought, a 
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grievance by many in tliat country. I can answer for there 
being many respectable men in Manchester, and I believe 
there are some in Birmingham and Leeds, who are adverse 
to change. 

" But now is this cliange to be made ? Either by adding to 
tbe number of representatives in Parliament from Bngland, 
or by disfranchising wbat are called the rotten boroughs ! 
The first cannot be done without a departure from the 
basis and a breach of tbe Acta of Union. And, inind, a 
serious departure and breach of these Acts, inasmueh as the 
limits of the extensión could not be less than from fifteen to 
twenty towns. The last would be, in my opinión, a viola-
tion of the flrst and most important principie of the Con-
stitution, for no valid reason, and upon no ground whatever 
excepting a popular cry, and an apprehension of the con-
sequences of resisting it. But this is not.all. I confess 
that I see in tbirty members for rotten boroughs thirty men, 
I don't care of what party, who would preserve the state of 
property as it is ; who would maintain by their votes tbe 
Church of England, its possessions, its churehes and univer-
sities, all our great institutions and corporations, the unión 
with Seotland and Ireland, tbe connection of tbe country 
with its foreign colonies and possessions, the national honour 
abroad and its good faitb with the King's subjects at home. 
I see men at the back of the Grovernment to enable it to 
protect individuáis and their property against the injustice of 
the times, which would sacrifice all rights and all property to a 
description of plunder called general convenience and utility. 
I think it is the presence of this description of men in Par­
liament with the country gentlemen, and the great mer-
chants, bankers, and manufacturers, which constitutes the 
great difference between the House of Commons and those 
assemblies abroad called ' Chambers of Deputies.' I t is by 
means of the representatives of the cióse corporations that 
the great proprietors of the country particípate in political 
power. I don't think that we could spare thirty or forty 
of these representatives, or change them with advantage for 
thirty or forty members elected for the great towns by any 
üew system. I am certain that the country would be in-



488 ON THE USE OF CLOSE BOROÜGHS. 

jured by depriving men of great property of political power, 
besídes the injury done to it by exposing the House of 
Commons to a greater degree of popular influence. 

" You will observe that I have now considered only the 
smallest of all reforms—a reform which would satisfy nobody. 
Yet it cannot be adopted without a serious departure from 
principie (principie in the maintenance of which the smallest 
as well as the greatest of us is interested), and by running 
all the risks of those misfortunes which all wísh to avoid.. 

" I tell you that we must not risk our great institutions 
and large properties, personal as well as real. If we do 
there is not a man of this generation, so young, so oíd, so 
rich, so poor, so bold, so timid, as that he will not feel 
the consequences of this rashness. This opinión is founded 
not on reasoning only, but on experience, and I shall never 
cease to declare it." 

Everybody at that time had some suggestion to make ; 
and having, among others, consulted the Duke on the pro-
priety of forming constitutional societies, I received the 
íbllowing answer:— 

" I quite concur in all that you suggest as steps to be 
taken, with the exception of the formation of societies. 
"We must never forget the Eoman Catholic Association in 
Ireland, in its various modifieations and forms. There is 
nothing so easy as to give a society a constitutional title, 
and to hold out for it the most beneficent objects, and then 
to turn it to the most mischievous purposes. Those who 
have not had to deal with these mischievous societies, are 
not aware, as we ' hacks' are, of all that can be done with 
them. I don't think that I could belong to one that had 
the most innocent views and objects." 

I n 1834 Lord John Eussell did me the unexpected favour 
to present me to the chaplaincy of Chelsea Hospital. As 
the offer of the appointment carne entirely unsolicited, and 
as there was no accord at that time between Lord John's 
policy of Parliamentary reform and the views which I was 
known to eutertain, the circumstance naturally excited some 
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surprise ; and the same post which conveyed to bis lordship 
my acknowledgments, carried a letter to the Duke, stating 
how the case stood, and venturing to ask advice. I re­
ceived', with the least delay possible, the following an-
swer :— 

" Strathfieldsaye, 12th February, 1834. 
" I was in town yesterday; and am just now returned, 

and have received your note. 
" I don't think that it will be disagreeable to you, or will 

do any harm, to tell you what I know of your appointment. 
" Lord John inquired about you from Lord Fitzroy 

Somerset, who told him that he would apply to me about 
you. The object of the inquiry was to know whether you 
were a party-writer. 

" I desired Lord Fitzroy to tell Lord John that you, as 
most other good clergymen of the Chtirch of England, were 
a zealous Conservative politieian; but that I did not be-
lieve you had ever been a party-writer ; that when I was in 
office I was anxious to promote you in the Church * * 
* * * and that I had earnestly urged you, by all 
means in your power, to avoid party-discussions; that I 
never heard of your having engaged in them; and that I 
firmly believed you had not. 

" I learned no more upon the subject till I received your 
letter. 

" Tou see that the advice that I gave you was judicious ; 
and that you are in the enjoyment of the advantage result-
ing from it. 

" I shall be very sorry to lose your society at "Walmer 
Castle, but I hope that I shall see you in London." 

One more specimen, in rather a diiferent style, and I pass 
on to other matters. 

In 1836, a Bill was brought in to effect certain changes 
in the constitiition of the Scotch universities. I t was 
greatly disliked by the High Church party in both king-
doms ; and one of these, hoping to engage the Duke's op-
position to it, called his attention to its assumed defects. 
The following was the Duke's answer :— 
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" London, 12th Juno, 183G. 
" The question of the Scotch universities has not escaped 

my attention. Care is taken that nothing should. Neither 
has it escaped me that this Bill is founded orí the report of 
a commission, appointed, I believe, by Sir Eobert Peel in 
1828. ¥ e cannot blow hot one day and cold another on 
such subjects : at least I cannot. Moreover, I know that 
I should have nobody to support me on that subject." 

Of the Duke's habita of patient industry it may well 
appear superfluous to speak. "We have seen how in India, 
in the Spanish peninsula, and in TVance, hours which others 
would have devoted to necessary repose were spent by him 
in toil. And as if all this had not been sufficient to tax his 
energies fully, he seeras to have made copies of many of his 
own letters, and to have arranged and docketed them all. 
This, indeed, was a practice which he appears very early to 
have begun, as if there had been present with him from the 
outset a conviction that his ñame would sooner or later 
become historical, and that means ought to be at hand of 
connecting it only with the truths of history. And he never 
abandoned the habit to the end. Boxes of his papers, 
chronologically arranged, stood in their proper order at 
Apsley House when he died, and stand there still. When 
re-examined and re-sorted, a process to which the filial piety 
of his son is now subjecting them, they will account, in a 
great degree, for the manner in which every day of the 
Duke's long life was spent. 

A volume might be filled with anecdotes illustrative of 
various traits in the Duke's character,—his perfect self-pos-
session in moments of difficulty and danger, his kindly dis-
position, his wit, and severe wisdom. 

Of his self-posscssion on the field of battle I have given 
in the course of this narrative several examples. Many more 
might be added did the occasion require; for no event in 
war appeared to take him by surprise, no blunder on the 
part of his subordinates discomposed him. He was equally 
calm and collected on other occasions less in unisón, as 
might be assumed, with his professional habits. He never 


