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and Laval cióse on his own left flank;but La Peía he could see
nowhere. In this desperate situation, he felt that to retreat upon
Bermeja, and thus bring the enemy pell-mellwith the allies on to

that narrow ridge, must be disastrous ; wherefore, without a mo-
ment's hesitation, he resolved to attack, although the key of the
field of battle was already in the enemy's possession.

Ten guns, under Major Duncan, instantly opened a terrific fire
against Laval's column, while Colonel Andrew Barnard, with the
ríflemen and the Portuguese companies, running vehemently out on
the left-, commenced the fight; the remainder of the British troops,

without any attention to regiments or brigades, so sudden was the
affair, formed two masses, one of which under General Dilkes
marched hastily against Ruffin, and the other under Colonel
Wheately against Laval. Duncan's guns ravaged the Freneh
ranks, Laval's artillery replied vigorously, Ruffin's batteries took
Wheately's column in flank, and the infantry on both sides pressed
forward eagerly, and with a pealing musketry. When near to-
gether, a fierce," rapid, prolonged charge of the British overthrew
the first line of the Freneh, and, notwi'thstanding its extreme valor,

drove it inconfusión over a narrow dip of ground upon the seeond,

which was almost immediately broken in the same manner, and
only the chosen battalions, hitherto posted on the right, remained to
cover the retreat.

Meanwhile Brown had marched headlong against Ruffin. Nearly
halfof his detachment went down under the enemy's first fire;yet
he maintained the fightuntil Dilkes' column, which had crossed a

deep hollowand never stopped even to re-form the regiments, carne
up,' with little order indeed, but in a fierce mood, and then the
whole ran up towards the summit; there was no slackness on any
side, and at the very edge of the ascent their gallant opponents inet

them. A dreadfuí, and for some time doubtful fight ensued ;but

Ruffin and Chaudron Rousseau, commanding the chosen grenadiers,
both fellmortally wounded, the English bore strongly onward, and
their incessant slaughtering fire fbrced the Freneh from the hill
with the loss of three guns and many brave soldiers.

The discomfited divisions, retiring concentrically, soon met, and
with infinite spirit endeavored to re-form and renew the action.
The play of Duncan's guns, cióse, rapid, and murderous, rendered
the attempt vain. Victorquitted the fieldof battle, and the British,

having been twenty-four hours under arms without f'ood, were too

exhaus'.ed to pursue.
While these terrible combats of infantry were fighting, LaPeña

looked idly on, neither sending his cavalry, ñor his horse-artillery.
ñor any part of his army to the assistance of his ally; ñor ye*
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menacing the right of the enemy, which was cióse to him and vv«.ihe Spanish Walloon guards, the regiment of Ciudad Real „'',,
some guenlla cavalry, indeed turned without orders. comino- u„just as the action ceased ; and it was expected that Colonel Whittingham, an Enghshman commanding a powerful bodv of ho¡"e
would have done as much ;but no stroke in aid of the British wa«struck by a Spanish sabré that day, although the Freneh cavalrvdid not exceed two hundred and fiftymen, and it is evident that

tTI f £'lred r^-1'W™fog**m might, by sweeping rou„dtiie left of Ruffin s división, have rendered the defeat ruinou* So
certain indeed was this, that Colonel Frederick Ponsonbv. drawin*off the hundred and eighty Germán hussars belongin<r to the En*hsh army,_reached the field of battle, and chargin^ the Frenrfisquadronsjust as their retreating divisions met. overthrew themtook two guns and even attempted, though vainly, to sabré Rous-seau s chosen battalions.

Such was the fight ofBarosa. Short, for it lasted onlv one hourand a half, but most violent and bloody;for fifty officers sixtvsergeants, and above eleven hundred British soldiers, and more thantwo thousand Frenchmen were killed and wounded ;six guns aneagle, two generáis, (both mortally wounded,) together with fourhundred other prisoners, fell into the hands of the victor*After the action, Graham remained some hours on the height,

«dK,D Pe'a W°U,d aWake t0 tl!e Pros Pect *f™and gioiy, which the extreme valor of the British had openedFour thousand men and a powerful artilleryhad come over theSanti Petri, and thus the Spanish General was at. the head of
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where he expected to be immediately attacked. IfLa Peña had
even then pushed to Chiclana, Graham and Keats were willingto
make a simultaneous attack upon the Troccadero ; yet the 6tli and
7th passed without even a Spanish patrol following the Freneh.
On the 8th, Victor returned to Chiclana, whereupon La Peña
recrossed the Santi Petri and destroyed the bridge ; and his de-
tachment on the side of Medina being thus cut off from the Isla,

was soon afterwards obliged to retire to Algesiras.
All the passages in this extraordinary battle were so broadly

marked, that observations would be useless. The conlemptible
feebleness ofLa Peña furnished a surprising contrast to the heroic
vio-or of Graham, whose attack was an inspiration rather than a
resolution, so wise, so sudden was the decisión, so swift, so conclu-
sive was the execution. The original plan ofthe enterprise having
been however rather rashly censured, some remarles on that head
may be useful.

"Sebastiani," itis said,
"might,by moving on the

rear of the allies, have crushed them, and they had no right to cal-
cúlate upon his inactivity." This is a shallow criticism. Graham,
weighing the natural dislike of one general to serve under another,
judged that Sebastiani, harassed by insurrections in Granada, would
not hastily abandon his own district, menaced as it was by insur-
rection, to succor Victor,before it was clear where the blow was to
be struck. The distance from Tarifa to Chiclana was about fifty
miles, whereas, from Sebastiani's nearest post to Chiclana, was
above a hundred, and the real object of the allies could not be
known untilthey had passed the mountains separating Tarifa from
Medina. Combining these moral and physical considerations,

Graham had reason to expect several days of free action ; and
thus indeed it happened, and with a worthy colleague he would
have raised the bloekade ;more than that could scarcely have been
hoped, as the Freneh forces would have concentrated either before
Cádiz or about Seville or Ecija; and they had still fifty thousand
men in Andalusia.

Victor's attack on the 5th was welljudged, well timed, and vig-
orous; with a few thousand more troops he alone would have
crushed the allies. The unconquerable spirit of the English pre-
vented this disaster, but ifGraham or his troops had given way,
or even hesitated, the whole army must have been driven like
sheep into an inclosure ; the Almanza creek on one side, the sea
on the other, the. Santi Petri to bar their flight,and the enemy
hanging on their rear inall the fierceness of victory. Indeed, such
was La Peña's misconduct, that the Freneh, although defeated,
gained their main point:the bloekade was renewed, and it is re-

markable that, during the action, a Freneh detachment passed near
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the bridge of Zuazo without difficulty,and brought back prisoners-thus proving that with a fewmore troops Victor might have «eizedthe Is a. Meanwhile Ballesteros, who had gone against S
ai¿m¿7¿^JU_ }_u1j_.i-:í\.l. lj.j..,,. A,,„.¡„. ,,;,:, _ . D¡^ncau,

InCadiz violent disputes aróse. La Peña, in an address to theCortes, claimed the victory for himself. He affirmed that all theprevious arrangements were made with the kncrwjedge and anm-obabón of the English General, and the latter's retreat into the Isl¡
he mdicated as the real cause of failure. Lascy and General CruzMurgeon also published inaecurate accounts of the action, and evenhad deceptive plans engraved to iipholdtheir statement*. Grahamstung by these unworthy proeeedings, exposed the conduet of lAJfena m a letter to the British envoy ;refused withdisdain the titléof grandee of the first class voted to him by the Cortes ;and when-Lascy used some expressions relative to the action personally offen-sive, he enforced an apology with his sword. But having; thusshown himself superior to his opponents at all points, the lailán .oíd man soon afterwards relinquished his command to GeneralCooke, and joined Lord Wellington's army.

CHAPTER III.

Siego of Badajos continned— Imas surrenders— His eowardiee and treacherv—
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While discord prevailed at Cádiz, nearly the whole of Andalu-
sia was disturbed by insurrections of the peasantry ;nevertheless,such was Soult s resolution, the siege of Badajos continued. Early
inMareh, the seeond parallel being completed, and the Pardaleras
taken into the works, the approaches were carried by sap to the
covered way and mines were prepared to blow in the counterscarp.However Rafael Menacho, the Governor, was in no manner dis-
mayed; his salhes were frequent and vigorous, his aetivity andcourage mspired his troops with confidence, he had be»un to re-
trench m the streets behind the part attacked, the fire of the besieg-ers was infenor to that of the besieged, and everything seemed to
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promise favorably, when on the evening of the 2d, during a sally,
inwhich the neaíest Freneh batteries were carried, the guns spiked,
and trenches partly ruined, Menacho was killed, and the command
fellto Imas, a man so unworthy that a worse could not anywhere
be found. The spirit of the garrison then died away, the besiegers'
works advanced rapidly, the ditch was passed, a lodgment was
made on one of the ravelins, the rampart was breached, and the
fireof the besieged being nearly extinguished, on the lOthofMareh
the place was summoned in a peremptory manner.

At this time, the great crisis of the campaign having passed, a
strong body of British and Portuguese troops were ready to raise
the siege of Badajos. In three different ways, by telegraph, by a
letter, and by a confidential messenger, the governor was informed,
that Massena was in fullretreat and that the relieving army was
actually in mareh. The breach was still impracticable, provisions
were plentiful,the garrison above eight thousand strong, the Freneh
army reduced by siekness, by detachments and the previous opera-
tions, to less than fourteen thousand men.* Imas read the letter,
and instantly surrendered, handing over at the same moment the
intelligence thus obtained to the enemy. He also demanded that
his grenadiers should mareh out of the breach; it was granted, and
he was obliged to enlarge the opening himself ere they could do so!
Yet this man, so covered with opprobrium, and who had seeured
his own liberty while consigning his fellow soldiers to a prison, and
his own character to infatny, was never punished by the Spanish
rulers: Lord Wellington's indignant remonstrances forced them,
indeed, to bring him to trial,but they made the process last during
the whole war.

When the place fell, Mortier marched against Campo Mayor,
and Latour Maubourg, seizing Albuquerque and Valencia d'Alcán-
tara, made six hundred prisoners ;but Soult alarmed by the effeets
of the battle of Barosa, returned to Andalusia. He had, in fifty
days, mastered four fortresses and invested a fifth;he had killedor
dispersed ten thousand men, and taken twenty thousand witha forcé
which, at no time, exceeded the number of his prisoners. Yetgreat
and daring and successful as his operations had been, the principal
object of his expedition was frustrated, for Massena was in retreat !
Lord Wellington's combinations had palsied the hand of the con-
queror!

While the siege ofBadajos was proceeding, no change took place
in the main positions of either army at Santarem. The Freneh
General had been encouraged to maintain his ground by the state
of the Portuguese army, which he hoped would break up the alli
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anee; for such had been the conduet of the Regency, that theuative troops were starving in their own country, while"the Britishwere well fed, and the deserters from the former, without knowino-the cause, had a story, as true as it was pitiable, to tell of their
misenes. The English General, certain that the Freneh, who were
greatlyreduced by sickness, must soon quit their ground ifhe couldrelieve Badajos, only waited for his reinforcements to sen-d Beres-ford with fourteen thousand men against Soult; but the battle ofthe Gebora ruined thÍ3 plan and changed his situation. The arri-val of the reinforcements could not then enable him to detach asufficient nuniber of men to relieve Badajos, and itwas no lono-eraquestion of starving Massena, but of beating him before Soult couldtake Badajos and the two armies be joined. Wherefore he resolvedto post ten thousand men before the hillof Santarem to hold Reynier
IB check; to make Beresford cross the Tagus at Abrantes, and fallon Massena's rear; and meanwhile moving himself with the rest ofthe army by Rio Mayor and Tremes, to forcé back the Freneh
centre and right,and cutting off their left, to drive itinto the Ta<ms.But nothmg could be attempted until the troops from Engllnd
arrived, and day after day passed in vain expectation of their com-mg. Being embarked inJanuary, they would have reached Lisbonbefore the end of that month, ifSir Joseph Yorke, the Admiral,hadtaken advantage of a favorable wind, which blew when the troops
were first put on board; he however neglected this opportunity,
contrary gales followed, and the ordinary voyage of ten days was
prolonged for six weeks.

On the other hand, the Freneh General's situation was becomin^very penlous To besiege Abrantes was above his means, and
although that fortress was an important strategic point for the allies
who had a movable bridge, itwould not have been so for the Freneh.
Massena could only choose, then, to forcé the passage of the Ta-usalone, or to wait until Soult appeared on the leftbank, or to retreat.*or some time he seemed inclined to the first, showing great jeal-ousy of the works opposite the mouth of the Zezere, and carrying
his boats on wheel-carriages along the banks of the Tagus, as if to
aUrm Beresford and oblige him to concéntrate to his left: yet that
General relaxed nothing of his vigilance, neither spy ñor officer
passed his lmes of observation, and Massena knew, generally, that
¿ouit was before Badajos, but nothing more. However, time wore
away, sickness wasted the army, food became daily scarcer, the
organizaron of the troops was seriously loosened, the leading gene-
ráis were at variance, and the conspiraey to put St. Cyr at the
Head oi the army inSpain was by no means relinquished.

Under these accumulating difliculties even Massenas obstinacv
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gave way; he promised to retreat when he had no more provisions
left than would serve his army for the mareh. A tardy resolution,
yet adopted at the moment when to maintain his position was more
important than ever, as ten days longer at Santarem would have
insured the co-operation of Soult. General Pelet says, that the
Íatter Marshal, by engaging in the siege of Badajos and Olivenza,
instead of coming directly down upon the Tagus, was the cause of
Massena's failure. This can hardly be sustained. Before those
sieges and the battle of the Gebora, Mendizabel could have as-
sembled twenty thousand men on Soult's rear, and there was alarge
body of militiaon the Poncul and the Elga ;Beresford had fourteen
thousand British and Portuguese regulare, besides ordenanza ; and
the infinite number of boats at Lord Wellington's command would
have enabled him to throw troops upon the left bank of the Tagus,
with a celerity that would have baffled any effort of Massena to
assist the Duke ofDalmatia. Now,ifthe Íatter had been defeated,
with what argument could he have defended his reputation as a
general, after having left three or four garrisoned fortresses and
thirty-five thousand men upon his flank and rear; to say nothing
of the results threatened by the battle ofBarosa ? The true catit-e
of Massena's failure was the insufficieney of his means to oppose
the English General's combinations. The Freneh army, reduced by
sickness to forty thousand fighting men, exclusive ofDrouet's troops
at Leiria, would have been unable to maintain its extended position
against the attack meditated byLord Wellington ;and when Mas-
sena, through the means of the fidalgos, knew that the English rein-
forcements were come, he prepared to retreat, Those troops landed
the_ 2d of Mareh, and, on the 6th, the Freneh had evacuated the
position of Santarem.

At this time Napoleón directed the armies of Spain to be remod-
elled.* The King's forcé was diminished, the army of the southmcreased; General Drouet was ordered to mareh witheleven thou-
sand men to the fifthcorps, whichhe was appointed to command,
inplace of Morder; the remainder of the ninth corps was to com-
pose two divisions, under the command of Clausel and Foy, and tobe incorporated withthe army ofPortugal. Marmont was appointed
to relieve Ney in the command of the sixth corps ; Loison was
removed to the seeond corps; Bessiéres was ordered to post sixthousand men at Ciudad Rodrigo, to watch the frontiers of Portugal
and support Claparede. Of the imperial guards, seven thousand
were to assemble at Zamora, to hold the Gallicians in check, and
the remainder at Valladolid, with strong parties of cavalry in thespace between those places, that intelligence of what was passing*

Muster Eolia of the Freneh Army.
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inPortugal might be daily received. Thus Massena was enabled
to adopt any operation that might seem good to him, withoutrefer-
ence to his original base ;but the order for the execution of these
measures did not reach the armies until a later period.

RETREAT OF THE FKENCH FROM SAXTAREM,

Several lines of operation were open to the Prince of Eslino.
1. He could pass the Tagus, between Punhete and Abrantes, by
boats, or by fords which were often practicable after a week ofdry
weather. 2. He could retire, by the Sobreira Formosa, upon Cas-
tello Branco, and open a communication with the Kingby Placen-
tia, and with the Duke of Dalmaíia by Alcántara. 3. He could
mareh, by the Estrada Nova and Belmonte, to Sabugal, and after-
wards act according to circumstances. 4. He could gain the Mon-
dego, and ascend the left bank of that river towards Guarda and
Almeida;or, crossing it,mareh upon Oporto through an untouched
country. Of these four plans, the first was perilous, and the
weather too unsettled to be sure of the fords. The seeond and
third were difficult, from the ruggedness of the Sobreira, and ex-
posed, because the allies could break out by Abrantes upon the
flank of the army while in retreat. Massena decided on the last,
although his actual position being to the left of the line of retreat,
he was necessarily torced to make a flank movement, with more
than ten thousand sick men and allhis stores, under the beard of
an adversary, before he could begin his retreat. Yet this he exe-
cuted, and in a manner befittjng a great commander.

Commencing his preparations by destroying munition, and all
guns that could not be horsed, he passed his sick and baggage, by
degrees, upon Thomar, keeping only his fighting men in the front,
and at the same time indicating an intention of passing the Zezere.
But when the impediments of the army had gained twomarches,
Ney suddenly assembled the sixth corps and the cavalry on the
Lys, near Leiria, as if with the intention of advancing against
Torres Vedras, a movement that necessarily kept Lord Wellington
in suspense. Meanwhile, the seeond and eighth corps, quitting
Santarem, Tremes and Alcanhete, in the night ofthe fifth, fellback
by Pernes upon Torres Novas and Thomar, destroying the bridges
on the Alviellabehind them. The next morning the boats were
burnt at Punhete, and Loison retreated by the road of Espinhal to

cover the flank of the main line of retreat, while the remainder of
the army, by rapid concentric marches, made for a position in front,
of Pombal. The line of movement to the Mondego was thus
secured, and four days gained; for Lord Wellington, although
aware that a retreat was in progress of execution, was quite unable
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to take any decided step, lest he should open the lines to his ad-
versary. Nevertheless he had caused Beresford to cióse to hia
right on the fifth, and at daylight on the sixth, discovering the
empty camps of Santarem, followed the enemy closely with his
own army.

Thomar seemed to be the Freneh point of concentration ;but as
their boats were still maintained at Punhete, General William
Stewart crossed the Tagus at Abrantes, with the greatest part of
Beresford's corps, while the first, fourth, and sixth divisions, and
two brigades of cavalry, marched to Golegao ; the light división
also reached Pernes, where the bridge was rapidly repaired by
Captain Tod, of the royal staff-corps. The seventh, as the enemy
liad burnt his boats on the Zezere, the Abrantes bridge was brought
down to that river, and Stewart, crossing, moved to Thomar, on
which place the divisions at Golegao were likewise directed. But
the retreat being now decidedly pronounced for the Mondego, the
troops at Thomar were ordered to halt, while the light división,
Germán hussars, and royal dragoons followedthe eighth corps, and
took two hundred prisoners.

This day's mareh disclosed a horrible calamity. A large house,
situated inan obscure part of the mountains, was discovered, filled
with starving persons. Above thirty women and children had
sunk ; and, sitting by the bodies, were fifteen or sixteen survivors,
of whom one only was a man, but all so enfeebled as to be unable
to eat the littlefood we had to offer them. The youngest liad fallen
first, all the children were dead. None were emaciated, but the
muscles of the face were invariably drawn transversely, givingan
appearance of laughing, and presenting the most ghastly siglit
imaginable. The man seemed most eager for life, the women ap-
peared patient and resigned ; and, even inthis distress, had covered
and arranged the bodies of those who first died, with deceney

While one part of the army was thus inpursuit, the third and
fifth divisions moved from the lines, upon Leiria, the Abrantes
boats fell down the river to Táñeos, where a bridge was fixed, and
the seeond and fourth divisions, and some cavalry, were then directed
to return from Thomar to the left bank of the Tagus, to relieve
Badajos. Beresford, who had remained with a part of his corps
near Barca, likewise, sent a brigade of cavalry to Portalegre for
that purpose.

and care,

Lord Wellington, misled partly by a letter of General Trant's,
partly by information obtained in Santarem, and partly by Mas-
sena's feigned movement, at first thought the retreat would be by
the Puente de Murcella ;but on the 8th he was convinced it was
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directed towards Coimbra, and on the 9th, the enenly, instead of
continuing his retreat, concentrated the sixth and eighth corps and
Montbrun's cavalry on a table land, in front of Pombal, where the
light división skirmished with his advanced posts, and the Germán
horse charged his cavalry with success, taking some prisoners.
Here, finding the Freneh disposed to accept battle, the English
General was compelled to alter his plans. To fight with advan-
tage, it was necessary to bring up, from Thomar, the troops des-
tined to relieve Badajos. Not tofight, was to give up to the enemy
Coimbra, and the untouched country behind, as far as Oporto :
Massena would thus retire with the advantages of a conqueror.
In this state ofaffairs, intelligence received fromBadajos described
that place as being in a sufficient state to hold out for a month.
This decided the question.

The fourth división and the heavy cavalry, already on the mareh
for the Alemtejo, were countermanded ;General Nightingale, with
a brigade of the first división and some horse, was directed by the
road ofEspinhal, to observe the seeond corps ;and the rest of the
army was concentrically directed upon Pombal. How dangerous
a captain Massena could be, was here proved. His first movement
began the 4th, it was the llthbefore a sufficient number of troops
could be assembled to fight him at Pombal, and, during these seven
days, he had executed one of the most difficultoperations in war,
gained three or four maj-ches, and completely organized his system
of retreat. Had any rain fallen on the first day, the allies could
not have followed him with artillery, such was the state of the
roads ;and he, having before sent off or destroyed all his guns
except a few light pieces, would thus have had another great ad-
vantage.

SKIRMISH AT POMBAL,

Pack's brigade and the cavalry, the first, third, fourth, fifth,sixth.
and light divisions, ánd the Portuguese troops, whichwere attached,
likethe Latin auxiliarles of the Román legión, to each British divi-
sión, were assembling in front of the enemy on the lOth; when
Massena, who had sent his baggage over the Soure river in the
night by the bridge ofPombal, suddenly retired through that town.
He was closely followed by the light división, the streets were still
encumbered, and Ney drawing up a rear-guard on a height behind
the town, threw a detachment into the oíd castle of Pombal. He
had, however, waited too long, The Freneh army was moving in
some confusión and ill£ very extended column of mareh, by a nar-
row defile, hetween the mountains and the Scmre river, which was
fordable, and the British divisions were ip rapid ffiQtipn along the
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leftbank, with the design of crossing lower down, and cuttin<*Mas-
sena's line of retreat. The fall of night prevented this operation,
but a sharp skirmish took place at Pombal, where the ninty-fifth
and the third cacadores of the light división, after some chances of
fortune, drove the Freneh from the castle and town with suchvigor, that they could not destroy the bridge, although itwas mined.About forty of the allies were hurt, and the loss of the enemy was
somewhat greater.

In the night Massena continued his retreat, which now assumed
a regular and concentrated form. The baggage and sick, protected
by the reserve cavalry, marched first; they were followed by theeighth corps, while the sixth, with some light cavalry, and the best
horsed of the artillery, were destined to stem the pursuit. Ney
had been ordered to detach Marcognet's brigade on the 10th, from
the Lys, to seize Coimbra; but some delay having taken place,
Montbrun was now appointed for that service, which was very im-
portant ; for Lord Wellington's immediate object was to save Coim-
bra, and he designed, by skilful rather than daring operations, toobhge Massena to quit the Portuguese territory. The moral effect
of such an event, he judged, would be sufficient for the general
cause ;but as his reinforcements were stilldistant, he was oblio-ed
to keep the fourth división and the heavy cavalry from the reíief
of Badajos, and was therefore willing to strike a sudden blow also,ifa fair occasion offered. Howbeit, the country was fullof stron¿
positions, the roads hollow and confined by mountains on eitherhand ;every village a defile; the weather was modérate and favor-
able to the enemy, and Ney, with a wonderfullyhappy mixture ofcourage, readiness, and skill,illustrated every league bf ground by
some signal combination of war.

Daybreak on the 12th saw both armies in movement, and eio-ht
miles of mareh, and some slight skirmishing, brought the head°ofthe Britishinto a hollow way,leading to a high table-land on whichNey had disposed five thousand infantry, a few squadrons of cav-
alry, and some light guns. His centre was opposite the hollowroad, his wings were covered by wooded heights, which he occu-
pied with light troops ;his right rested on the ravine of the Soure ;
bis left on the Redinha, which,circling round his rear, fell into theSoure. Behind him, the village of Redinha, situated in a hol-low, covered a narrow bridge and a long and dangerous defile ;
and beyond the stream, some very rugged heights, commanding a
view of the position infront of the village,were occupied by a divi-sión of infantry, a regiment of cavalry, and a battery of heavy
guns, all so skilfullydisposed as to give the appearance of a very
considerable forcé.
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COMBAT OF REDINHA.

After examining the enemy's position for a short time, Lord Wel-
lington directed the lightdivisión, now commanded by Sir William
Erskine, to attack the wooded slopes covering Ney's right, and in
less than an hour these orders were executed. The fifty-second, the
ninety-fifth, and the cacadores, assisted by a company of the forty-
third, carried the ascent and cleared the woods, and their skirmish-
ers even advanced on to the open plain;but the Freneh battalions,
supported by four guns, immediately opened a heavy rolling fire,
and at the same moment Colonel Ferriere, of the third Freneh
hussars, charged and took fourteen prisoners. This officer, during
the whole campaign, never failed to break in upon the skirmishers
in the most critical moments, sometimes with a squadron, some-
times with only a few men ;he was always sure to be found in the
right place, and was continually proving how much may be done,
even in the most rugged mountains, by a small body of good cav-
alry.

Erskine's line, consisting of five battalions of infantry and six
guns, being formed in such a manner that itoutflanked the Freneh
right, tending towards the ford of the Redinha, was now reinforced
with two regiments of dragoons, and meanwhile Picton seized the
wooded heights protecting the Freneh left. Thus Ney's position
was laid bare. Nevertheless, that Marshal, observing that Lord
Wellington, deceived as to his real numbers, was bringing the mass
of the allied troops into line, far from retreating, even charged Pic-
ton's skirmishers, and continued to hold his ground with an aston-
ishing confidence ifwe consider his position;for the third división
was nearer to the village and bridge than his right, and there were
already cavalry and guns enough on the plain to overwhelm him.
Inthis posture, both sides remained for about an hour, when three
shots were fired from the British centre as a signal for a forward
movement, and suddenly a most splendid spectacle of war was ex-
hibited. The woods seemed alive with troops, and in a few moments
thirty thousand men, forming three gorgeous lines of battle, were
stretched across the plain, bending on a gentle curve, and moving
majestically onwards, while horsemen and guns, springing forward
simultaneously from the centre and from the left wing, charged
under a general volleyfrom the Freneh battalions ;the Íatter were
instantly hidden by the smoke, and when that cleared away no en-
emy was to be seen!

Ney, keenly watching the progress of this grand formation, had
opposed Picton's foremost skirmishers with his left, and, at the same
moment, withdrew the rest of his people with such rapidity, that
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he gained the village ere the cavalry could touch him; the utmost
efforts of Picton's skirmishers and of the horse-artillery, scarcely
enabled them to gall the hindmost of the Freneh with their fire.
One howitzer was, indeed, dismounted cióse to the bridge, but the
village ofRedinha was in flames behind it,and the Marshal, wish-
ing to confirm the courage of his soldiers, at the commencement of
the retreat, inperson, superintended the carrying itoff, which he
effected ; yet with the loss of fifteen or twenty men, and withgreat
danger to himself, for the British guns were thundering on his rear,
and the light troops of the thirddivisión,chasing like heated blood-
hounds, passed the river almost at the same time with the Freneh.
The reserves of the Íatter then cannonaded the bridge from the
heights beyond, but a fresh disposition of attack being made by
Lord Wellington, while the third división continued to press the
left,Ney fellback upon the main body which was at Condeixa, ten
miles in the rear.

The British had twelve officers and two hundred men killedand
wounded in this combat, and the enemy lost as many; but he
might have been utterly destroyed ; for there is no doubt that the
Duke of Elchingen remained a quarter of an hour too long upon
his first position, and that, deceived by the skilful arrangement of
his reserve, Lord Wellington paid him too much respect. Never-
theless, the extraordinary facility and precisión with which the
English General handled so large a forcé, was a warning to the
Freneh commander, and produced a palpable effect upon the after
operations.

On the 13th, the allies renewed the pursuit, and before ten o'clock
discovered the Freneh army, the seeond corps, which was at Es-
pinhal, excepted, in order of battle. The crisis of Massena's re-
treat had arrived; the defiles of Condeixa, leading upon Coimbra,
were behind him; those of Miranda de Corvo, leading to the Pu-
ente de Murcella, were on his left; and in the fork of these two
roads Ney was seated on a strong range of heights covered by a
marsh, his position being only to be approaehed by the highway
leading through a deep hollowagainst his right. Trees were felled
to obstruct the passage, a pausado was constructed across the hol-
low, and breast-works were thrown up on each side. Massena
here intended to stop the pursuit, whileMontbrun seized Coimbra.
His design was to pass the Mondego, and either capture Oporto or
maintain a position between the Douro and the Mondego, until the
operations of Soult should draw the British away, or until the ad-
vance of Bessiéres with the army of the north should enable him-
self again to act offensively.

Hitherto the Freneh General had appeared the abler tactician,
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Dut now his adversary assumed the superiority. When at Thomar
Lord Wellington, in expectation that Massena would cross the
Mondego, had directed Baccellar to look to the security of Oporto
intending himself to follow the Freneh with the utmost rapidity.
He had also ordered Trant and Wilson to abandon the Mondeo-o
and Vouga rivers, the moment the fords should become passable
and retire across the Douro. They were also to break up the
roads as they retreated, to remove allboats and means of trans-
port, and to defend that river to extremity, that the army might
have time to cióse upon the enemy's rear.

Wilson had been in observation of the Puente Murcella road, but
hearing that the enemy were menacing an attack on Coimbra, he
crossed the Mondego at Peña Cova, and thus, passing between the
Freneh parties, effected a junction with Trant. Then in pursu-
ance of the orders above mentioned, both fell back, Wilson upon
Busaco, and Trant towards the Vouga. But the Íatter, who had
destroyed an arch of the bridge at Coimbra, ánd placed guards at
the fords as far down as Figueras, soon returned with a part of his
forcé, for the sound of guns had reached his outposts, the river was
rising, and he felt assured that the allied army was cióse upon the
heels of the enemy.

As early as the evening of the llth, the Freneh appeared at the
suburb of Santa Clara, and a smallparty of their dragoons actually
forded the Mondego at Pereiras that day. On the 12th, some
Freneh officers examined the bridge of Coimbra, but a cannon
shot from the other side wounded one of them, and a general skir-
mish took place along the banks of the river, during which a party
attempting to feel their way along the bridge, were scattered by a
round of grape. The fords were, however, actually practicable
for cavalry, and there were not more than two or three hundred
militia and a few guns at the bridge, for Baccellar had obliged
Trant again to withdraw the greatest part of his forcé on the llth;
nevertheless the Íatter opposed the enemy with the remainder, and
it would appear that the Freneh imagined the reinforcement, which
reached Lisbon the 2d ofMareh, had been sent by sea to the Mon-
dego and was in Coimbra. This was an error. Coimbra was
saved by the same man and the same militiathat had captured it
during the advance.*

Montbrun sent his report to Massena early on the 13th, and the
Íatter, too readily crediting his opinión of Trant's strength, relin-
quished the idea of passing the Mondego, and determined to retire
by the Puente de Murcella. To insure the power of changing
his front,and to secure his communication withReynier and Loison,*Campagne des Frangais en Portugal.
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he had carried Clausel's división toFonte Coberta, a village about
five miles on his left, situated at the point where the Anciao road
fails into that leading to Murcella. There Loison rejoined him,
and being thus pivoted on the Anciao Sierra, and covering the.
line of communication with the seeond corps, while Ney held Con-
deixa, he considered his position secure. The baggage was, how-
ever, observed filingoff by the Murcella road when the allies first
carne upon Ney, and Lord Wellington instantly comprehending the
state of affairs, as instantly detached the third división by a very
difficultpath over the Sierra de Anciao to turn the enemy's left.

For some time allappeared quiet in the Freneh lines. Massena,
inrepairing to Fonte Coberta, had leftNey orders, it is said, to set
fire to Condeixa at a certain hour, when all the divisions were sim-
ultaneously to concéntrate at Casal Nova, ina seeond position, per-
pendicular to the first, and covering the road to Puente Murcella.
Towards three o'clock, however, Picton was descried windinground
the bluff end of a mountain, about eight miles distant, and as he
was already beyond the Freneh left, instant confusión pervaded their
camp ;a thick smoke aróse from Condeixa, the columns were seen
hurrying towards Casal Nova, and the British immediately pushed
forward. The felled trees and other obstacles impeded their ad-
vance at first,and anumber of fires, simultaneously kindled,covered
the retreating troops with smoke, while the llames of Condeixa
stopped the artillery; henee the skirmishers and some cavalry only
could cióse with the rear of the enemy, but so rapidly as to pene-
trate between the divisions at Fonte Coberta and the rest of the
Freneh, and it is affirmed that the Prince of Esling, who was on
the road, only escaped capture by taking the feathers out of his
hat and riding through some of the light troops.

Condeixa being th.us evacuated, the British cavalry pushed to-
wards Coimbra, opened the communication with Trant, and cutting
off Montbrun, took some of his horsemen. The rest of the army
kindled their fires, and the light división planted piquets cióse up
to the enemy, but the night was dark, and about ten o'clock the
Freneh divisions, whose presence at Fonte Coberta was unknown
to Lord Wellington, stole out, and passing cióse along the front of
the British posts, made forMiranda de Corvo. The noise of their
mareh being heard, was imagined to be the moving of the Freneh
baggage to the rear, and was so reported to Sir William Erskine,
whereupon that officer, concluding that their army was in full re-
treat, without any further inquiry,put the lightdivisión in mareh
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COMBAT OF CASAL NOVA

The morning was so obscured that nothing could be descried at
the distance oi' -a hundred feet, but the sound of a great multitude
was heard on the hills infront, and itbeing evident that the Freneh
were there in forcé, many officers represented the rashness of thus
advancing without orders and insuch a fog;nevertheless Erskine
\vith an astounding negligence, sent the fifty-second forward in a
simple column of sections, without a vanguard or other preeaution
and even before the piquets had come infrom their posts. As the
road dipped suddenly, descending into a valley, the regiment was
immediately lost in the mist, which was so thick that the troops,
unconsciously passing the enemy's outposts, had like to have cap-
tured Ney himself, whose bivouac was cióse to the piquets. The
riflemen followed in a few moments, and the rest of the división
was about to plunge into the same gulf, when the rattling of mus-
ketry and the booming of round shot were heard, and the vapor
slowly rising, discovered the fifty-second on the slopes of the oppo-
site mountains engaged, without support, in the midst of the ene-
my's army.

At this moment Lord Wellington arrived. His design had been
to turn the left of the Freneh, for their front position was very
strong ;and behind itthey occupied the mountain ridges, in suc-
c.ession, to the Deuca river and the denles of Miranda de Corvo.
There was, however, a road leading from Condeixa to Espinhal,
and the fourth división was already inmareh byitfor Panella, hav-
ing orders to communicate withNightingale, to attack Reynier, and
to gain the sources of the Deuca and Ceira rivers. Between the
fourth división and Casal Nova the thirddivisión was more directly
turning the enemy's left flank;and meanwhile the main body was
comingup to the front, but as itmarched inone column, itrequired
time to reach the field. Howbeit Erskine's error forced on this
action, and the whole of the lightdivisión were pushed forward to
succor the fifty-second.

The enemy's ground was so extensive, and his skirmishers so
thick and so easily supported, that, ina littletime, the división was
necessarily stretched out inone thin thread, and closely engaged in
every part, without any reserve ;ñor could iteven thus present an
equal front, until Picton sent the riflemen of the sixtieth to pro-
long the line. Nevertheless, the fight was vigorously maintained
amidst the numerous stone inclosures on the mountain side, some
advantages were even gained, and the right of the enemy was
partially turned ;yet the main position could not be shaken, until
Picton near, and Colé further off,had turned itby the left. Then,
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the first, fifth,and sixth divisions, the heavy cavalry, and the artil-
lery carne up on the centre, and Ney commenced his retreat, cover-
ing his rear with guns and light troops, and retiring from ridge to
ridge with admirable precisión, and, for a long time, without con-
fusión and withvery little loss. Towards the middle of the day,
however, the British guns and the skirmishers got within range of
his masses, and the retreat became more rapid and less orderly;
yet he finally gained the strong pass of Miranda de Corvo, which
had been secured by the main body of the Freneh. Here Mont-
brun rejohted the army. He had summoned Coimbra on the 13th
at noon, and, without waiting for an answer, passed over the moun-
tain and gained the right bank of the Deuca by a very difficult
mareh,

The loss of the light división this day was eleven officers and a
hundred and fiftymen ; that of the enemy was greater, and about
a hundred prisoners were taken.

During the action of the 14th, Reynier, seeing the approach of
the fourth división, hastily abandoned Panella, whereupon Colé,
having effected a junction withNightingale, passed the Deuca, and
Massena fearing lest they should gain his rear, set fire to the town
of Miranda, and passed the Ceira that night. His whole army
was now compressed and crowded in one narrow line, between the
higher sierras and the Mondego, and to lighten the mareh, he de-
stroyed agreater quantity of ammunition and baggage. His encum-
brances were, however, still so heavy, and the confusión inhis army
so great, that he directed Ney to cover the passage with a few
battalions, charging him not to risk an action; but Ney, little
regarding his orders, kept on the leftbank ten or twelve battalions,
a brigade of cavalry, and some guns, which produced the

COMBAT OF FOZ D'ARONCE,

The Freneh right rested on some wooded and rugged ground,
and their leftupon the village of Foz d'Aronce, and the 15th, the
weather was so obscure that the allies could not reach the Ceira
before four o'clock in the evening; wherefore the troops, as they
carne up, proceeded to kindle fires for the night, thinking that as
Ney's position was strong, nothing would be done. But Lord
Wellington, having cast a rapid glance over it,directed the light
división, and Pack's brigade, to hold the right inplay, ordered the
third división against the left, and at the same moment the horse-
artillery, galloping forward to a rising ground, opened with a great
and sudden effect. Ney's leftwingbeing surprised and overthrown
by the first charge of the third división, dispersed ina panic, and
fled in such confusión towards the river, that some, missing the
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fords, rushed into the deeps and were drowned, and others crowd-
ingon the bridge were crushed to death. On the right the ground
was so rugged and cióse that the action resolved itself into a skir-
mish, and thus Ney was enabled to use some battalions to chtck
the pursuit of his left;but meanwhile darkness carne on, and the
Freneh troops in their disorder fired on each other. Only four
officers and sixtymen fellon the side of the British. The enemy's
loss was not less than fivehundred, of which one-half were drowned
and an eagle was afterwards found in the bed of the river when the
waters subsided. In the night Massena retired behind the Alva;
yet Ney, notwithstanding this disastrous combat, maintained the
left bank of the Ceira, until every encumbrance had passed, and
then blowing up seventy feet of the bridge, sent his corps on,
remaining himself, with a weak rear-guard, on the right bank.

Thus terminated the first part of the retreat from Santarem,
during which the Freneh commander, ifwe except his errors with
regard to Coimbra, displayed infinite ability,but withal a harsh and
ruthless spirit. Ipass over the destruction of Redinha, Condeixa,
Miranda de Corvo, and many villages on the route ;the burning
of those towns covered the retrograde movements of the army, and
something must be attributed to the disorder which usually attends
a forced retreat :but the town of Leiria, and the convent of Aleo-
baca, were given to the fiames by express orders from the Freneh
head-quarters;* and, although the laws of war rigorously interpreted
authorize such examples when the inhabitants take arms, it can
onlybe justly done for the purpose of overawing the people, and
not from a spirit of vengeance when abandoning the country. But
every horror that could make war hideous attended this dreadful
mareh ! Distress, conflagrations, death, inallmodes ! from wounds,
from fatigue, from water, from the llames, from starvation ! On
every side unlimited violence, unlimited vengeance !Imyself saw
a peasant hounding on his dog to devour the dead and dying, and
the spiritof cruelty once unchained smote even the brute creation.
On the 15th the Freneh General, to diminish the encumbrances of
his mareh, had ordered a number of beasts of burthen to be de-
stroyed ;the inhuman fellow, charged with the execution, ham-
stringed five hundred asses and left them to starve, and thus they
were found by the British army on that day. The mute but deep
expression of pain and grief, visible in these poor creatures' looks,
wonderfully roused the fury of the soldiers, and so little weight
has reason with the multitude, when opposed by a momentary sen-
sation, that no quarter would have been given to any prisoner at
that moment. A human feeling would thus have led to direct. *

Lord Wellington's Despatchea.
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cruelty. This shows how dangerous it is in war to listen to the
passions at all, since the, most praiseworthy could be thus perverted
by an accidental combination of eircumstances.

The Freneh have, however, been aecused of many crimes which
they did not and could not commit;such as the driving of all
women above ten years of age into their camp at Redinha, near
which there were neither men ñor women to be driven.* The
country was a desert ! They have also been charged by the same
writer with the mutilating John the First's body in the convent of
Batalha, during Massena's retreat ;but the body of that monarch
had been wantonly pulled to pieces and carried off by British
officers, during the retreat of the allies!

CHAPTER IV.

Allies halt for provisions —
State of the campaign

—
Passage ofthe Ceira

—
Passage

of the Alva
—

Massena retires to Celerico —
Resobres to mareh upon Coria—-Is

prevented by Ney, who is deprived of bis command and sent to France —
Mas-

sena abandons Celerico and takes post at Guarda
—

The allies oblige the Freneh
to qnit that position, and Massena takes a new one behind the Coa

—
Combat

of Sabugal
—

Trant croases the Coa and cuts the comuiunication between Al-
meida and Ciudad Eodrigo

—
His danger

—
Ue is released by the British caval-

ry and artillery
—

Massena abandons Portugal.

On the 16th the allies halted, partly because the Ceira was
swollen and unfordable, partly from the extreme exhaustion of the
troops who had suffered far greater privations than the enemy.
The Íatter, following his custom, carried fifteen days' bread ; the
allies depended upon a commissai iat, whichbroke down under the
difliculties,not from any deficiency in Mr.Kennedy, the chief of
the department, who was distinguished alike for zeal, probity, and
talent; but from the illconduet of the Portuguese government,
who, deaf to the repeated representations of Lord Wellington and
Beresford, would neither feed the Portuguese troops regularly while
at Santarem, ñor filltheir magazines, ñor collect the means of trans-
port for the mareh. Henee, after passing Pombal, the greater
part of the native forcé had been unable to continué the pursuit,
and the brigades under General Paek and Colonel Ashworth,
which did keep up and engaged daily with the enemy, wrere actually
four days without food of any sort. Numbers died of inanition on
the roads, and to save the whole from destruction, the British sup-
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plies were shared with them. The commissary-general's means
were thus overlaid, the whole army suffered, and necessity obliged
Lord Wellington to halt. Nevertheless he had saved Coimbra,
forced the enemy into a narrow, intricate, and ravaged country,
and, with an inferior forcé, turned him out of every strong position;
and this, by a series of movements, based on the soundest princi-
pies of war. Noting the skill and tenacity with which Massena
and Ney clung to every league of ground and every ridge defensi-
ble against superior numbers, he had seized the higher slopes of
the mountains by Picton's flank mareh on the 13th, and again by
Cole's on the 14th ; and thus, continually menacing the passes in
the rear of the Freneh, obliged them to abandon positions which
could scarcely have been forced. This method of turning the
strength of the country to profit is the trae key to mountain war-
fare; he who receives battle in the Lilis has always the advantage,
and he who first seizes the important point chooses his own field of
battle.

Insaying an inferior forcé,Iadvert to the state of the Portu-
guese army and to Badajos ; for when Lord Wellington had saved
Coimbra, and seen that the Freneh would not accept a general
battle, except on very advantageous terms, he detached a brigade
of cavalry, some guns, and a división of native infantry, fromCon-
deixa, to the Alemtejo. And again in the night of the 13th, hav-
ing received intelligence that Badajos had surretidered, and feeling
all the importance of this event, he had detached the fourth divison
to the Alemtejo, for he designed that Beresford should immediately
retake the lost fortress. Thus Lord Wellington had less than
twenty-five thousand men inhand during the subsequent operations,
but, as the road of Espinhal was the shortest line to the Tagus,
General Colé, as we have seen, moved into it by Panella, thus
threatening Massena's flank and rear at the same moment that he
gained a mareh towards his ultímate destination. Meanwhile,
Trant and Wilson with the militia,moving up the right bank of the
Mondego, parallel to the enemy's line of retreat, forbade his fora-
gers to pass that river, and were at hand either to interfere between
him and Oporto, or to act against his flank and rear.

Such were the dispositions of the English General; but the
military horizon was still clouded. Intelligence carne from the
north that Bessiéres, after providing for his government, had been
able to draw together at Zamora about seven thousand men, and
menaced an invasión of Gallicia, and, although Mahi had an army
of sixteen thousand men, Lord Wellington anticipated no resistance.
In the south, affairs were even more gloomy.* The battle of Ba-
rosa, the disputes which followed, and the conduet of Imas and
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Mendizabel, proved that, from Spain, no useful co-operation was
ever to be expeoted. Mortier also had invested Campo Mayor,
and it was hardly expected to hold out until Beresford arrived.
The Spaniards, to whom ithad been delivered, under an engage-
ment of honor, entered into by Romana, to keep it against the
enemy, had disloyallyneglected and abandoned it at the very mo-
ment when Badajos fell; henee two hundred Portuguese militia,
thrown inat the moment, had to defend this fortress, which required
a garrison of five thousand regulars. Ñor was the enemy imme-
diately inthe British front the last to be considered.

Ney withdrew from the Ceira in the evening of the 16th, and on
the 17th the light división forded that river with great difficulty,
while the rest of the army passed over a trestle bridge, made in
the night by the staff-corps. The Freneh were, however, again in
position immediately behind the Alva,and on the Sierra de Moita,
and they had destroyed the Ponte Murcella and the bridge near
Pombeira ; and the seeond corps had moved towards the upper
part of the river, and Massena had spread his foraging parties to a
considerable distance, designing to halt for several days. He was
disturbed sooner than he expected ; for the first, third, and fifth
British divisions being directed on the 18th by the Sierra de Gui-
teria, made way over that rugged mountain with a wonderful per-
severance and strength, and thus menaced the Freneh left, while
the 6th and the light divisions cannonaded their right on the lower
Alva.

As the upper course of the river, now threatened by Lord Wel-
lington's right, was parallel to the Freneh line of retreat, Massena
recalled the seeond corps, and, quitting the lower Alva also, con-
centrated on the Sierra de Moita, lest the divisions, moving up the
river, should cross and fall on his troops while separated and in
mareh. It then behoved the allies to concéntrate also, lest the
heads of their columns should be crushed by the enemy's masses.
The Alva was deep, wide, and rapid, yet the staff-corps succeeded
in forming a most ingenious raft-bridge, and the light división im-
mediately passed between Ponte Murcella and Pombeira, and at
the same time the right wingof the army entered Arganil, while
Trant and Wilson closed on the other side of the Mondego. Mas-
sena then recommenced his retreat with great rapidity,and being
desirous to gain Celerico and the defile3 leading upon Guarda be-
times, again destroyed baggage and ammunition, and abandoned
even his more distant foraging parties, who were thus intercepted
and taken, to the number of eight hundred, in returning to the
Alva; for Lord Wellington, seeing the success of his combinations,
had immediately directed allhis columns upon Moita, and the whole
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army was assembled there on the 19th. The pursuit was renewedthe 20th, through Penhancos, but only with the light división and
the cavalry;the communication was, however, again opened withWilson and Trant, who had reached the bridge ofFornos, and withSilveira, who was about Trancóse The third and sixth divisionsfollowed in reserve, but the remainder of the army halted at Moita
until provisions sent by sea from Lisbon to the Mondego couldcome up to them. The Freneh having reached Celerico the 21st
with two corps and the cavalry, immediately opened the communi-
cation with Almeida, by posting detachments of horse on the Pin-hel; and at the same time Reynier, who had retired throuo-h Govea
oceupied Guarda with the seeond corps.

Massena had now regained his original base of operations, and
his retreat may be said to have terminated ;yet he was far from
wishing to re-enter Spain, where he could only appear as a baffled
General, and shorn of half his authority, because Bessiéres com-
manded the northern provinces, which, at the commencement of theinvasión, had been under himself. Henee, anxious to hold on to
Portugal, and that his previous retreat might appear only a change
of position, he formed the design of throwing allhis sick men and
other incumbrances into Almeida, then passing the Estrella at
Guarda, to make a countermarch, through Sabugal and PeñaMacor, to the Elga, and so establish a communication across the
Tagus withSoult, and by the valley of the Tagus with the King.

But now the factions in his army had risen to sueh a height thathe could no longer command the obedience of his lieutenants;
Montbrun, Junot, Drouet, Reynier, and Ney were all at variance
with each other and with him. The first had in the beginning of
the retreat been requested to secure Coimbra, instead of which he
quitted Portugal, carrying with him Claparede's división. Mar-
cognet's brigade was then ordered for that operation, but it didnot
move, and finally,Montbrun undertook it,and failed as we have
seen indefault of vigor. Junot was disabled by his wound, buthis
faction did not the less show their discontent. Reynier's dislike to
the Prince was so strong, that the officers carrying flags of truce,
from his corps, never failed to speak of it to the British, and
Ney, more fierce than all of them, defied Massena's authority. To
Ney the dangerous delay at Pombal, the tardiness of Marcognet's
brigade, and, finally, the too sudden evacuation of the position at
Condeixa, have been attributed ; and itis alleged by his censurers
that, far frombeing ordered to set fire to that town on the 13th, as
the signal for a preconcerted retreat, he had promised Massena to
maintain the position for twenty-four hours longer.* The per-*

General Pelet's Notes. See Yol. xxi.Y'ietoires et Conquétes des Franjáis.
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sonal risk of the Íatter, from the hasty change of posi-
tion, wouldseem to coníirní this;but itis certain that, when Picton
was observed passing the Sierra de Anciao by a road before un-
known to the Freneh, and by which the seeond corps could have
been separated from the army, and the passes ofMiranda de Corvo
seized, Ney would have been frantic to have delayed his move-
ment.

AtMiranda, the long gathering anger broke out in a violent
altercation between the Prince and the Marshal, and at Celerico,
Ney, wishing to fall back on Almeida, to shorten the term of the
retreat, absolutely refused to concur inthe projected mareh to Coria,
and even moved his troops in a contrary direction. Masseua, a
man not to be opposed with impunity, then deprived him of his
command, and gave the sixth corps toLoison. Each Marshal sent
confidential officers to Paris to justify their conduet to the Em-
peror, and from both of those officers Ihave derived information,
but as each thinks that the conduet of his general was approved
by Napoleón, their opinions are irreconcilable upon many points;
Ihave, therefore, set down inthe narrative the leading sentiment3
of each, without drawing any other conclusions than those deduci-
dle from the acknowledged principies of art and fromunquestioned
faets. Thus judging, it appears that Massena's general views
were as superior to Ney's as the latter's readiness and genius in
the handling of troops in action were superior to the Prince's. Yet
the Duke of Elchingen often played too near the Mame, whereas
nothing could be grander than the conceptions of Massena ;ñor
was the project now meditated by him the least important.

From Guarda to Zarza Mayor and Coria was only two days'
mareh longer than to Ciudad Rodrigo, but the army of Portugal
must have gone to the Íatter place a beaten army, seeking tbr
refuge and succor in its fortresses and reserves, and being separated
from the central line of invasión ; whereas, by gaining Coria, a
great movement of war, wiping out the notion of a forced retreat,
would have been accomplished. Acióse and concentric direction
would thus have been given to the armies of the south, of the
centre, and ofPortugal ; and then a powerful demonstration against
Lisbon would inevitably have brought Lord Wellington back to
the Tagus. Thus the conquests of the campaign, namely, CiudadRodrigo, Almeida, Badajos, and Olivenza, would have been pre-served, and meanwhile the army of the north could have protected
Castile and menaced the frontier of Portugal. Massena, having
maturely eonsidered this plan, gave orders on the 23d for the ex&-
cution, but Ney, as we have seen, thwarted him. Meanwhile theEnglish horse and the militia, hovering round Celerico, made in
different skirmishes a hundred prisoners and killedas many more,
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and the Freneh cavalry posts withdrew from the Pinhel. Thesixth corps then took a position at Guarda ;the seeond corps atBelmonte ;the eighth corps and the cavalry in the eastern vallevaof the Estrella. J

Ney's insubordination had rendered nuil the plan of marchino-upon the Elga; but Massena expected still to maintain himseíf atGuarda with the aid of the army of the south, and to hold open
the communications with the King and with Soult. His foraoershad gathered provisions in the wes:ern valleys of the Estrella, andhe calculated upon being able to keep his position for eight days
with his own forcé alone. And independent of the general advan-
tage, itwas essential to hold Guarda for some time, because Drouethad permitted Julián Sánchez to cut off a large convoy destmedfor Ciudad Rodrigo, and had left Almeida with only ten days' pro-
visions. Lord Wellington's ready boldness, however, disarran°-edall the Prince's calculations.

The troops had come up from Moita on the 28th, and with themthe reinforcements, which were organized as a seventh división.The light división and the cavalry then passed the Mondego aiCelerico, and driving the Freneh out of Fresadas, occupied the
villages beyond that place ; at the same time, the militiatook post
on the Pinhel river, cutting the communication with Almeiua,while the thirddivisión was established atPorca de Misarella, half
way up the mountain, to secure the bridges of the higher Mon-
dego. Early on the 29th, the third, sixth, and lightdivisions, and
two regiments of light cavalry, disposed in five columns of attackon a half circle round the foot of the Guarda mountain, ascended
by as many paths, all leading upon the town of Guarda, .and out-
flankmg both the right and left of the enemy. They were sup-
ported on one wingby the militia,on the other by the fifthdivisión,
and in the centre by the first and seventh divisions. A battle was
expected, but the absence of Ney was at once felt by both armies.The appearance of the allied columns for the first time threw theFreneh into the greatest confusión, and, without firinga shot, this
great and nearly impregnable position was abandoned. Had the
pursuit been as vigorous as the attack, it is not easy to see how the
seeond corps could have rejoined Massena. Reynier, however,
quitted Belmonte in the night, and recovered his communication
with a loss of only three hundred prisoners, although the horse-
artillery and cavalry had been launched against him at daylight on
the 30th, and much more could have been done, ifGeneral Slade
had pushed his cavalry forward with the celerity and vigor the
occasion required.

On the lst of April,the allied army descended the mountains,



1811.] NAPIEE'S PENÍNSULAS WAS. 63

and reached the Coa; but the Freneh General, still anxious to
maintain at once his hold of Portugal and the power of operating
either on the side of Coria or of Ciudad Rodrigo and Almeida, was
inposition on the right bank of that river. The sixth corps was at
Rovina, with detachments guarding the bridge of Seceiras and the
ford of Atalayon, and the communication with Almeida was main-
tained by a brigade of the ninth corps, which was posted near the
ford of Junga. The seeond corps was on the hills behind Sabugal,
stretching towards Alfayates, and having strong detachments at the
bridge of Sabugal and the ford of Rapoulha de Coa. The eighth
corps was at Alfayates; and a post was established at Rendo to
maintain the communication between the seeond and sixth corps.
In this situation, the Freneh army was disposed on two sides of a
triangle, the apex of which was at Sabugal, and both fronts were
covered by the Coa, because Sabugal was situated in a sharp bend
of the stream. By holding Alfayates, Massena commanded the
passes leading through St. Martin Trebeja to Coria; and in the
Freneh camp a notion prevailed that the allied divisions were scat-
tered and might be beaten indetail by a sudden attack ; the disputes
amongst the generáis prevented this enterprise, which was founded
on false information, from being attempted.

During the first two days of AprilLord Wellington occupied a
line parallel to the enemy's right, which could not be attacked
because the Coa, which is in itself a considerable river, runs along
its whole course in a rugged channel, which continually deepens as
the stream flows. Trant and Wilson were, however, directed to
pass below Almeida, and penétrate between that fortress and Ciudad
Rodrigo, thus menacing the enemy's right, flank, and rear, and
meanwhile Lord Wellington, leaving the sixth división opposite
Ney's corps at Rovina, and a battalion of the seventh corps at the
bridge of Seceiras to cover the left flank and rear of the allies, pre-
pared with the remainder of the army to turn and attack the leftof
the Freneh position. For this purpose, at daylight on the 3d, Gen-
eral Slade's cavalry was directed to cross the upper Coa, where the
bed was most practicable, the lightdivisión ordered to ford the river a
littlebelow, the thirddivisión stilllower, and the fifthdivisión,with
the artillery,toforcé the bridge of Sabugal; but the first and seventh
divisions, with the exception of the battalion at Seceiras, were held
in reserve. Thus ten thousand men being pivoted upon the fifth
división at Sabugal, were destined to turn Reynier's left, to sepárate
him from the eighth corps, and to surround and crush him before
the sixth corps could come from Rovina to his succor. One of
those accidents which are frequent in war marred this well-con-
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COMBAT OF SABUGAL.

The morning was so foggy, that the troops could not gain their
respective posts of attack with that simultaneous regularity which
is so essential to success, and in the light división no measures were
taken by Sir WilliamErskine to put the columns in a right direc-
tion, the brigades were not even held together; he carried off the
cavalry without communicating with Colonel Beckwith, and this
officer, who commanded the firstbrigade, being without any mstruc-
tions, halted at a ford in expectation of further orders. While thus
waiting,a staff officer rodé up, and somewhat hastily asked, why he
did not attack? The thing appeared rash, but with an enemy in
his front, he could make no reply, wherefore passing the river
which was deep and rapid, he mounted a very steep wooded hillon
the other side. Four companies of the ninety-fifth led up in skir-
mishing order, followed by the forty-third regiment, and meanwhile
the cacadores and the other brigade having passed the river, were
moving independently to the right,but upon the true point of direc-
tion, and they were now distant. A dark heavy rain rendered it
impossible for some time to distinguish friends or foes, and the attack
was made too soon, for owing to the obscurity, none of the divisions
of the army had yet reached their respective posts. It was made
also in a partial, scattered, and dangerous manner, and on the wrong
point;for Reynier's whole corps was directly in front, and Beck-
with, having only one bayonet regiment and four companies of
riflemen, was advancing against more than twelve thousand infantry,
supported by cavalry and artillery.

Scarcely had the riflemen reached the top of the hill,when a
compact and strong body of Freneh drove them back upon the
forty-third,the weather cleared at the instant, and Beckwith at once,
saw and felt all the danger, but his heart was too big to quail at it.
With one fierce charge he beat back the enemy, gained and kept
the summit of the hill, although two Freneh howitzers poured
showers of grape into his ranks, and a fresh forcé carne against his
front while considerable bodies advanced on either flank. For-
tunately Reynier, little expecting to be assailed, had, for the con-
venience of water, placed his main body in the low ground behind
the height on which the action commenced. His renewed attack
was therefore up hill,yet his musketry, heavy from the beginning,
soon increased to a storm, and his men sprang up the aeclivity with
such violence and clamor, that it was evident nothing but the most
desperate fighting could save the British from destruction.

Captain Hopkins, commanding a flank company of the forty-third.
running out to the right, withadmirable presence of mind seized a
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sma 1 eminence, cióse to the Freneh guns and cornmanding the
ascent up which the Freneh troops who had turned the right flank
were approaching. His fire was so sharp that the assailants were
thrown into confusión; they rallied, but were again disordered by
the volleys of this company, and when a third time they endeav-
ored to form a head of attack, Hopkins with a sudden charge
increased their disorder, and at the same moment the two battalions
of the fifty-second regiment, which had been attracted by the fire,
entered the line. Meanwhile the centre and leftof the forty-third
were furiously engaged, and wonderfully excited; for Beckwith,
wounded in the head, and with the blood streaming down his face,
rodé amongst tbe foremost of the skirmishers, directing all with
ability,and praising the men, ina loud cheerful tone. The musket
bullets flew thicker and closer every instant, and the fight became
very dangerous ;but the Freneh fell f^,st, and a seeond charge again
cleared the hill. One howitzer was taken by the 43d, and the skir-
mishers were even descending towards the enemy's ground below,
when small bodies of cavalry carne galloping in from allparts, and
obliged them to take refuge with the main body, which instantly
re-formed its line behind a low stone wall. In this state of affairs,
a Freneh squadron of dragoons, having surmounted the ascent, rodé
with incredible daring up to the wall, and were inthe act of firing
over it with pistols, when a rolling volley laid nearly the whole of
them lifeless on the ground. By this time, however, a very strong
column of infantry having rushed up the face of the hill,endeavored
to break in and retake the howitzer, which was on the edge of the
descent and only fiftyyards from the wall; but no man could reach
it and live, so deadly was the forty-third's fire. Meanwhile two
English guns carne into action, and the 52d charging violentlyupon
the flank of the enemy's infantry, again vindicated the possession
ofthe height; nevertheless fresh squadrons of cavalry, which had
followed the infantry in the last attack, seeing the 52d men scat-
tered by their charge, flew upon them with great briskness, and
caused some disorder amongst the foremost skirmishers, but they
were soon repulsed.

Reynier, convinced at last that he had acted unskilfully in send
ing up his troops piecemeal, now put all his reserves, amounting
to nearly six thousand infantry with artillery and cavalry, inmo-
tion, and outflanking the división on its left, appeared resoluto to
storm the contested height. But at this critical period, the fifth
división passed the bridge of Sabugal, the British cavalry appeared
on the hills beyond the enemy's left,and General Colville, with the
leading brigade of the thirddivisión, issuing out of the woods on
Reynier's right, opened a fire on that flank, which instantly decided
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the fate of the day. The Freneh General, fearing to be surrounded
then hastily retreated upon Rendo, where the sixth corps, which
had been put in mareh when the first shots were heard, met him
and together they fellback upon Alfayates, pursued by the Enn-'
lish cavalry. The loss of the allies in this bloody encounter, which
did not last quite an hour, was nearly two hundred killedand
wounded :that of the enemy was enormous ;three hundred dead
bodies were heaped together on the hill, the greatest part round
the captured howitzer, and more than twelve hundred were wound-
ed!so unwisely had Reynier handled his masses, and so true and
constant was the English fire. The principal causes of this dis-
proportion were, first, the heavy rain, which gave the Freneh only
a partial view of the British, and secondly, the thick woodj which
ending near the top of the hill,left only an open and exposed
space for the enemy to mount after the first attack ;yet it was no
exaggeration inLord Wellington to say,

"
that this was one of the

most glorious actions that British troops were ever engaged in."*
The next day, the light división took the route of Valdespina,

to feel for the enemy on the side of the passes leading upon Co-
ria. Massena was, however, in full retreat for Ciudad Rodrigo,
and on the 5th crossed the frontier of Portugal, when the vigor of
the Freneh discipline on sudden occasions was surprisingly mani-
fested. Those men whohad for months been livingby rapiñe, whose
retreat liad been one continued course of violence and devastation,
having now passed an imaginary line of frontier, became the most
orderly of soldiers ;not the slightest rudeness was offered to any
Spaniard, and everything demanded was scrupulously paid for,
although bread was sold at two shillings a pound ! Massena him-
self also, fierce and terrible as he was in Portugal, always treated
the Spaniards with gentleness and moderation.

While these events were passing at Sabugal, Trant, after pass-
ing the lower Coa with four thousand militia, had taken post two
miles from Almeida. But the river suddenly flooded behind him,
all the bridges had been broken by Massena, and near fortConeep-
tion there was a brigade of the ninth corps, which had been em-
ployed to cover the mareh of the battering train from Almeida to
Ciudad Rodrigo. In this dangerous situation, Trant constructed a
temporary bridge with great difficulty, and was going to retire on
the 6th, when he received a letter from the British head-quarters,
desiring him to be vigilantin cutting the communication with Al-
meida, and fearless, because the next morning a British forcé would
be up to his assistance. Marching then to Valde Muía, he boldly
interposed between the fortress and the brigade of the ninth corps ;
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but the promised succors did not appear, and the stilladvancing
Freneh were withinhalf a mile of his position ! His destruction
appeared inevitable, when suddenly two cannon shots were heard
to the southward, the enemy's troops formed squares in retreat,
and in a fewmoments six squadrons ofBritish cavalry and Captain
Bull's troop of horse artillery carne sweeping up the plainin their
rear. Military order and coolness marked the Freneh retreat
across the Turones, yet the cannon shots ploughed witha fearful
effect through their dense masses, and the horsemen continually
flanked their line of mareh; they however gained the rough ground,
and finally escaped over the Águeda by Barba del Puerco, but
with the loss of three hundred men killed, wounded, and prisoners.
Trant was thus saved as itwere by a miracle; for some unexpected
accident having prevented the English infantry from marching in
the morning, according to Lord Wellington's promise, he had
pushed on this cavalry, which would have been useless an hour
later.

The Prince of Esling had reached Ciudad Rodrigo two days be-
fore this event, and Lord Wellington now stood victorious on the
confines of Portugal, having executed what to others appeared
incredibly rash and vain even to attempt.
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Massena entered Portugal with sixty-five thousand men, his
reinforcements while at Santarem were about ten thousand, and he
repassed the frontier with forty-five thousand ;henee the invasión
of Portugal cost him about thirty thousand men, of which fourteen
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thousand might have fallen by the sword or been taken. Not
more than six thousand were lostduring the retreat ;but had LordWellington, unrestrained by political considerations, attacked him
vigorously at Redinha, Condeixa, Casal Nova, and Miranda de
Corvo, half the Freneh army would have been lost. Itis unques-
tíonable that a retreating army should fightas littleas possible.

When the Freneh reached the Águeda, their eavalry detach-
ments, heavy artillery, and convaleseents, again augmentad the
army to more than fifty thousand men, but the fatigues of the re-
treat and the want of provisions would not suffer them to show afront to the allies;wherefore, drawing two hundred thousand ra-
tiens from Ciudad, they fellback to Salamanca, and Lord Wellino--
ton invested Almeida. The light división occupied Gallegos andEspeja, the rest of the army were disposed invillages on both sides
of the Coa, and the head-quarters were transferred to Villa For-
mosa. Here, Colonel Waters, who had been taken near Belmonteduring the retreat, rejoined the army. Confident in his own re-
sources, he had refused his parole, and, when carried to Ciudad
Rodrigo, rashly mentioned his intention of escaping to the Spaniard
in whose house he was lodged. This man betrayed him, but a
servant, detesting his master's treachery, secretly offered his aid.
Waters only desired him to get the rowels of his spurs sharpened,
and when the Freneh army was near Salamanca, he being in the
custody ofgens d'armes, waited until their chief, who rodé the only
good horse in the party, had alighted, then giving the spur to his
own beast, galloped off! an act of incredible resolution and hardi-
hood, for he was on a large plain, and before him, and for miles
behind him, the road was covered with the Freneh columns. His
hat fell off, and thus distinguished, he rodé along the flank of the
troops, some encouraging him, others firing at him, and the gens
d'armes, sword inhand, cióse at his heels ;nevertheless, he broke
at fullspeed between two columns, gained a wooded hollow, and,
having baflied his pursuers, evaded the rear of the enemy's army.
The third day he reached head-quarters, where Lord Wellington
had caused his baggage to be brought, observing that he would not
be long absent !

Massena, having occupied Salamanca, and communicated with
Bessiéres, sent a convoy to Ciudad Rodrigo, and Lord Wellington
was unable to prevent its entrance* He had sent the militia to
their homes, disposed his army between the Coa and the Águeda,
and blockaded Almeida;he also caused two temporary bridges to
be laid (where the road from Cinco Villas to Pinhel crosses the
Coa) to secure a retreat for the troops on that side, if pressed,
which might easily happen ;for the Portuguese army was in a*
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