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Mr. Stuart to Mr. Canning.
[Abstract.]

"August 12.
"The Duke of Infantado reached Blake's quarters after escaping front

France. Blake gave him his confidence, and sent him to Madrid to form a
council of war, and to persuade Cuesta to send two thousand cavalry to
the army of Gallicia. The junta did not approve of this; they suspected
Infantado as a double dealer and in the Freneh interest

"AfterBaylen, the juntas of Seville and Murcia wished to establish a
despotism differing in nothing from that of Charles III.and Charles IV.,
save that Florida Blanca was to be the hend of a regency. But in the north
they were all for liberty and put forward the British constitution as a
model. The army spoke of Infantado as regent, but the civilians disliked
him. All the English guns sent out for Gallicia went by mistake to theAsturias, the succors were absurdly distributed and everything was iu
confusión."

Ditto to Ditto. "
Corulta, August 9."

Iam placed at the very extremity of the kingdom where Icannot pos-sibly obtain any sort of information respecting other provinces, and my
presence has very materially contributed to cherish the project of separa
tion from the rest of the península in the minds ofthe Gallicians."

Besides the constant communication of the navy with the junta, nmili-
tary mission is placed here, consisting of several persons who communicate
rcgulnrly withthe government and the admiralty, and whose correspond-
ence with England being a mere duplícate of my ówn, renders the one or
the other perfectly useless."

The packet, instead of coming weeklj-, only arrived every fortnight,
being sent to Gihon to carry home Mr. Huntor's letters, who Iunderstand
has no order to report to me I

"The admiral having no offieial notice of my situation here on the part
ofgovernment, cannot be expected to detach vessels for the purpose of
sending my despatches, at a time when he is occupied in sending bis own
accounts of the events taking place inSpain to the Admiralty."

Section IL

Lord Wellesley's Instructions to Mr. Stuart

[Extracts.J

"January 5, 1810."
In return for these liberal supplies, his majesty is entitled to claim froin

the Portuguese government every assistance which can be afl'orded to the
British commander and troops, a faithful and judioious applioation of the
ninds granted for the support of so large a portion of the Portuguese forcé,
which must otherwise be supplied from the exclusive resources of Portugal.'*"
Iam commanded to signify to you the expoctation that the cxtraordi-

nary efforts of his majesty's government for the aid of Portugal, and tl.t-BQD-
Soquent pressure upon British resources, willbe met bv coinsponding ex-
ertions on the part of the regency, and that all local and teniporary prcju-
dices willbe submitted to the urgent necessity of placing the fiuauo» s • \u25a0!'
the kingdom in that state which may render them nvailable forits defence
in the approaehing danger." You willdirect your immcdiate and rigilnnt
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attention to this most important object, nor willyou refrain from offering,
or even from urging your advice on any occisión which may open the pros-
pect of effecting any useful reduction in thecivilcharges, or augmentation in
che revenues or military resources ofthe country.""

In addition to these arrangements, his majesty willexpeet to receive
regular monthly accounts of the expenditure of the sums applicable to the
military charges of Portugal, under the orders issued to Lord Wellington,
as well as aecurate returns of the state and condition of the several corps
receiving British pay."

"
Itis also desirable that his majesty should

be aequainted with the state and condition of that part of the Portuguese
forcé which is to be maintained from the revenues of Portugal."

"
The

crisis demands the most unreserved confidence and communication between
his majesty's ministers and the local government of the prince Regent. No
jealo.nsy or suspicion should be harbored under such a pressure of common
danger ; the great sacrifices which we have made for the interests of our
ally must not be frustrated by any consideration inferior to the main pur-
pose of our mutual security, nor must we now hesitate to take the lead in
any measures neeessary to enable Portugal to contribute a just share of
their own efforts and resources for the accomplishment of their own safety."

"The governing power inSpain does not derive its authority from the
appointment of the sovereign, the disposition ofsome of its leadi jgmembers
is at least equi vocal, and his conduet has not satisfied any expectations
either of the Spanish nation or of the allies."

"
InSpain the assembly

of the Cortes is the only remedy to which that country can resort for the
purpose of investing the government with a regular forcé, or a nationaí
spirit. nor can any hope be entert.ained ofa sufficient exertion of the mili-
tary resources ofSpain, until a governing power shall be so framed as to
unite a due representation of the crown with a just security for the inte-
rests and welfare of all the estafes of the realm."

Section III.—Conduct of the English Government.
Lord Wellington to Mr. Stuart."

Viseu, Mareh 30, 1810.
"Idon't understand the arrangements which government have made of

the command ofthe troops there. Ihave hitherto considered them as part
of this army, and, from the arrangements which Imade with the Spanish
government they cost us nothing but their pay, and all the money proeured
at Cádiz for bilis was applicable to the service iu this country. Their in-
structions to General Graham alter this entirely, and they have even gone
so far as to desire him to take measures to supply the Spaniards with"pro-
visions from the Mediterranean, whereas Ihad insisted that they should
feed our troops. The first consequence of this arrangement will be, that
we shall have no more money from Cádiz. Iliad considered the troops
at Cádiz so much j)art ofmy army that Ihad written to my brother to de-
sire to have his opinión whether, if the French wiihdrew from Cádiz when
they should attack Portugal, he thought Imight bring into Portugal at
least the troops whichIhad sent there. But Iconsider this now to be out
of the question."

General Graham to Mr. Stuart.
"Isla, May 22, 1810.

"Iadd this note merely as apostseript to my last, to tell you that Lord
Liverpoolhas decided the donbt, by declariug'this a part of"Lord Weliing-



lon's army, but. saying it is the wish of government that though Iam seeond
in command to himIshould be left here for the present. This is odd enough.
!mean that itshould not have been left to bis judgment to decide where
1 was to be employed ;one would tbink that he could judge fully better
according to circumstances than people inEngland.

No. IX.

Section I.

MARMONT AND DORSENNE'S OPERATIONS.

Intercepted letter from Foy to Girard, translated from ihe cipher."
Truxillo, 20 Aoút, 1811,

"Monsieur le General.— Wellington bloque Rodrigo avec quarante mille
hommes; son avant-garde oecupe la Sierra de Francia. On nssure que
i'artillerie du train arrive de Porto pour faire le siége de cette place. Ello est
approvisionnée-pour trois mois. Marmont va se porter vers le nord pour
Be reunir avec l'armée conunandée par le general Dorsenne et attaquer
renneini. Ma división partirá le vingt-six pour passer le Tage et suivre le
mouvement de Marmont, Huit millo hommes de l'armée du centre nous
remplaceront á Placentia et au Pont d'Almaraz."

Monsieur le maréchal duc le Raguse me charge de vous écrire que c'est
a vous á contenir quatre mille Espagnols qui sont en ce moment reunís
devant Truxillo, <fcc, <fec.

"Foy."

Inlercepted letter frotn General Wattier io the General commanding at Ciudad
Rodrigo.
¡Extract.]"

Salamanca, Septembre 1, 1811"
L'armée Espagnole de Galice, honteusement chassée de sespositions de la

Baneza et de Puente de Orvigo et poursuivie par l'avant-garde au delá de
Villa Franca, s'est retirée en grande háte sur le Coruñe. Le général-en-chef
aprés avoir nettoyé ees parages, vient ¡ei bous six jours avec vingt-cinq
mille hommes de la garde, et nous irons tous ensemble voir s'il plait á cea
¡Ilustres Anglais de nous attendre, et de nous permettre de ronipre quelques
lances avec eux. Le duc de Raguse á qui j'envoie de vos nouvelles est au-
tour de vous á Baños Val de Fuentes, Placentia, <fec, et nous agirons de
concert avee lui."

Jntercepted letter from Marmont to Girard."
Placentia, tembre, 1811

"General.
—

Je vous ai écrit pour vous prier de faire passer une lettre
que j'adressai au maréchal duc de Dalmatie. Les Anglais ont réuni toutes
leurs forces auprés de Rodrigo, les corps Espagnols méme qui étoient sur
la rive gauche du Tage passent en ce moment cette riviére;vous n'avez
presque personne devant vous. 11 serait extrémement important que pendant
que la presque totalité de l'armée va se porte,- sur Rodrigo vous puissiez
faire un mouvement pour opérer une diversión utile et rappeler une portion
de la forcé ennemie de votre cóté. J'ignore quelles sont vos instructions,
mais je ne doute pos que ce mouvement n'entre dans les intentions du duc
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Du Maréchal Marmont au General de División Foy."
Talavera, Octobre 21, 181f"

General. —
Je regois seulement dans ce moment votre lettre du IV

tvec la copie de cdle du general d'Aultanne. Pour instruction géné'-i Irvous ne devez obéir á aucun ordre qui vous seraH donné au nom du roi
lorsqu'elles sont contraires á mes intentions particub Ves. Ne vous departe",
jamáis de ees dispositions. L'armée du Portugal ne doit point servir auiescortes, niá la communication de l'armée du midi,—nos troupes auront bie»
assez de courses á faire pour assurer larentrée denos approvisionnemena
Le roi a paru désirer que je n'occupe point lllescas, á causo de son voisínage de Madrid;par ce motifet plus encoré en raison de Vfloignement etdu service pénible des troupes, je ne veux point l'occuper. Mon intentior
etait de ne point oceuper Aranjuez ;mais puisque les ministres du roi ontpris la mesure inconsidérée d'ordonner la vente des magasinn, ne perde:pas un seul mstant pour envoyer un détachement oceuper Ara',juez oü ilpréfet de Toledo fera faire le plus de biscuit possible. Preñez' la ménumesure pour tous les points oüily a des magasins.— Emparez-vous en

—
e'que personne n'y touche.— L'empereur a indiqué la provinee de Toledo e<non la préfeeture; ainsi ee sont les ressources de toute la provinee qtunous sont affectées.— Emparez-vous en,—et que le préfet administre tout 1.pays. Dites bien au préfet qu'á quelque titre que ce soit aucune des ressourees en ble, argent de quelque source qu'elles proviennent ne doit étre dis-traje pour Madrid, et qu'elles doivent toutes étre conservées pour l'arméede Portugal. A la fin du mois la división de dragons arrivera dans les environs de Toledo.— J'espére qu'elle éloignera les guerillas. Dans le calou ils resteroeint dans le voisinage on leur donnera la chasse. Voyez a obteñir du préfet de Toledo qu'il fasse un effort extraordinaire pour envoyeia lalaveralebléet l'orge qui lui ont été demandes, attendu que commfici on est obhge de faire des expéditions en avant, nous sommes dans unbesoin tres pressant. Je désirerois rentrer dans la possession de tout le bit

quia été vendu. On renverroit les acheteurs par devant le gouvernement
fcspagnol pour étre indemnisés,— s'il y a possibilité engagez le préfet .prendre des mesures conservatoires en attendant que je prenne un ai-reté ácet egard sur le rapport que vous me ferez. Je me rends á Madrid oú je
passerai deux jours dans l'espérance d'éelairer le roi sur la conduite que sesventables interets luí commandent de teñir envers l'armée Francaise Dela jeme rends á Tolede. Je n'ai pas besoin de vous reeommander general
d envoyer a Aranjuez un officier sage et ferme, qui exécute ponctuellemen.les ordres qui luí seroient donnés, qui se fasse obéir et qui mette le tía.gand som á faire respecte!- l'habitation du roi."

Intercepted letter incipher from General Montbrun to the Governor of Ciudm.
Rodrigo.

"
Val de Fuentes, Septembre, 1811.

"Je reeris le—du courant, mon cher general, votre réponse du—á la lettre queje vous éerivis le—, etje m'empressai d'en communiquer le contenua S. E. le maréchal duc de Raguse, qui me charge de me mettre en commu-
nication avec vous. Je m'en aequitterai avec plaisirpuisque c'en est toniouraun nouyeau pour mol de reeevoir de vos nouvelles. Je vous annonee qu'un
approvisionnemont tres considerable se prepare á Salamanque par les soinsdu genéral-en-chef Dorsenne, le maréchal. sur lequd vous pouvez cometeraussi. fait des préparatifs pour vous envoyer des viv.es. Tous les convok
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pnrtiront sous bonne escorte, et se mettront en marche d'aprés ce que iepresume le du courant au plus tard. Dans ton síes cas ne vous impattentoz
pas. Nous sommes préts á venir á votre secours de toutes les manieres.'Vous ne sauriez trop de votre cóté nous mettre au courant de la forcé de la
position et enfin vous ue pourriez nous donner trop de détails sur l'armée
Anglo- Portugaise."

Je recois á l'instant le billet que vous avez écrit hier au general Boverpar lequol vous nous faites connoitre que d'aprés tous les renseigneiñens
aue vous avez obtenus, vous croyez que les sept divisions Anglnises «ontdans vos parages. IIimporte de s'en assurer positivement, de connoitre
leur position, et s'il est possible, leur composition. IIparait que vousn'avez pas beaucoup de monde dans votre place sur qui vous puissiez compterProposez á l'homme queje vous envoi d'aller reconnoitre les Anglais aGallegoá
et Fuente Guinaldo, et de revenir par El Bodón, et vous me le renverriez
ensmte. Dites luiqueje le paiera, bien s'il veut faire cette tournée, maiss'il s'y refuse je vous prie de ne pas l'y contraiudre, <fcc, <fec

General Walker to Lord Wellington.

"
Isaw the whole of the troops with him (General Abadia) in and abouta league in front of Astorga, having their advanced posts on the Esla, thewhole not, amounting to above seven thousand men, independent of a re-serve ofabout fifteen hundred near Foncebadon and Bembibre or on the

road from Lugo. The forcé of the enemy inhis front when collected beingestimated at about thirteen thousand men. The wretched situation of the
Gallician troops. in want almost ef everything, one third part at least with-
out shoes, and dependent on the precarious subsistence that can day by
day be collected, certainly does credit to their patience and good inclina-
tion.

" Coruña, September i,1811,

"
Inconsequence of this movement, (Abndia's retreat,) the great road

by Manzanal and Bembibre being left open or nearly so, the French pushed
forward on it so rapidly that shortly after my nrrival here (Coruña), intelli-
gence was received of their having got possession of the important paña ,.•'
Villa Franca, and that the Gallician troops thus cut off from it, had been
obliged to make their retreat by the Val des Orres. Without any eorteetinformation of the forcé of the enemy, and the entrance ofGallicia'thus left
entirely inhis hands, a veryconsiderable alarm was for some time occa-
sioned here, of which Itook every advantage to urge upon the junta tho
iieeessity of a fullcompliance with the reeommendatiou and wishes of the
General to enable him to put the troops in such a state of equipment aa
might rende,- them, either for defence or attack, in every way disposable
m bis hands ;and at the same time to put Coruña into temporarv security,
by withdrawing to it all the guns (amounting to no loss than fifteen liuii-
dred) of the indefensibie arsenal of Ferrol, which would otherwise become
a sure dépót for the enemy in any attack he might contémplate oí, tilia
place, and who might not otherwise venture to bing withhim heavy artil-
lery on so distant an excursiou."

Section II.

Offieial letters from the Prince of Neufchatel to Marshal Marmont, extfacted
from the Duke of Rovigo's Memoirs.

-Paris, le 21 Nocembre, 1811
'L'empereur me charge de vous faire connaitre, monsieur le maréchal,
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que l'objuctle plus important en ce moment est la prise de Valenee. L'em-
pereur ordonne que vous fassiez partir un corps de troupes qui, réuni aux
forces que le roi détachera de l'armée du oentre, se dirige sur valence pour
appuyer l'armée du maréchal Suehet jusqu'á ce qu'on soit maitre de cette
place.'

Faites exécuter sans délai Qette disposition de concert avct S. M. le roi
d'Espagne, et instruisez-moi de ce que vous aurez fait á cet égard. Nona
sommes instruits que les Anglais ont vingt mille malades, et qu'ils n'ont pas
vingt mille hommes sous les armes, en sorte qu'ils ne peuvent rien entre-
prendre; l'intention de l'empereur est done que douze mille hommes, infan-terie, cavalerie et sapeurs, marchent de suite sur Valence, que vous détachicz
méme trois áquatre mille hommes sur les derriéres. Et que vous, monsieur
le maréchal, soyez en mesure de soutenir la prise de Valenee. Cette place
prise, le Portugal sera prés de sa chute, parce qu'alors dans la bonne saison,
l'armée de Portugal sera augmentée de vingt-einq mille hommes de l'arniée
du midi et de quinze mille du corps du general Reille, de maniere á reunir
plus de quatre-vingt mille hommes. Dans cette situation, vous recevriez
l'ordre de vous porter sur Elvas, et de vous emparer de tout 1'Alemtejo dans
le méme temps que l'armée du nord se porterait sur la Coa avec une armée
de quarante mille hommes. L'équipage de pont qui existe a. Badajoz ser-
yirait á jeter des ponts sur le Tage ;l'ennemi serait hors d'état de rien opposerá une pareille forcé, qui offre toutes les chances de succés sans présenteraucun danger. C'est done Valence qu'il faut prendre. Le 6 Novembre
nous étions maitres d'un faubourg ;ilya lieu d'espérer que laplace sera priseen Déeembre, ce qui vous mettrait, monsieur le duc, a portee de vous trou-
ver devant Elvas dans le courant de Janvier. Envoyez-moi votre avis sur
ce plan d'opérations, afin qu'aprés avoir re^u l'avis de la prise de Valence,l'empereur puisse vous donner des ordres positifs. |^^^^^^^^B|

'Le prince de Wagram et de Neufchatel, major générahB
(Signé lM '

Alexandre.'

'Paris, le 15 Février, 1812.
•Sa majesté n'est pas satisfaite de la direction que vous donnez á laguerre. Vous avez la superiorité sur l'ennemi, et au lieu de prendre l'ini-tiative, vous ne cessez de la recevoir. Quand le general Hill marche sur

iarmee du midi avec quinze mille hommes e'est ce qui peut vous arriver de
plus heureux; cette armée est assez forte et assez bien organisée pour ne
ríen eral ndre de l'armée Anglaise, aurait-elle quatre ou cinq divisions réunies.

'Aujourd' huí l'ennemi suppose que vous allez faire le siége de Rodrigo;ilapproche le general Hillde sa droite afin de pouvoir le faire venir á luiá
grandes marches, et vous livrer bataille réunis; si vous voulez reprendre.Rodrigo. _ C'est done au duc de Dalmatie á teñir vingt mille hommes pour
le contemr et l'empécher de faire ce mouvement, et sile general Hillpasse le
lage, de se porter á sa suite, ou dans l'Alemtejo. Vous avez le double de
la lettre que l'empereur m'a ordonné d'écrire au due de Dalmatie le 10 dece mois, en réponse a la demande qu'il vous avait faite de porter des troupes
dans le niidi; c'est vous, monsieur le maréchal, qui deviez lui écrire pour
luí demander de porter un grand corps de troupes vers la Guadiana, pour
w

al
n-

teulr le Séuéra. Hill dans le midi et l'empécher de se reunir á lord
\\elhngton. ..Les Anglais connaissent assez l'honneur Francais pour com-
prendre que ce suceés (la prise de Rodrigo) peut devenir un atfront poureux, et qu'au lieu d'améliorer leur position, lVcupation de Ciudad Rodrigo
les met dans l'obligation de défendre cette place. Us nous rendent maitresdu choix du champ de bataille, puisque vous les forcez á venir au secours de



ectte place et á combnltre dans une position si loin de la mer .... Je ne
puis que vous répéter les ordres de l'empereur. Preñez votre quartier-géné-
ral a Salamanque, travaillez avec activité á fortitier cette ville,réunissez-yun noúvel équipage de siége pour servir á armer la ville, fórmez-v desapprovisionnemens, faites faire tous les jours le coup de fusil avec les Anglais
placez deux fortes avant-gardes qui menacent, Pune Rodrigo, el l'ÜutréAlmeida; menacez les autres directions sur la frontiére de Portugal, envovezdes partis qui ravngent quelques villages, enfin employez tout ce qui peut
teñir l'ennemi sur le qui-viye. Faites reparer les routes de Porto et d'Al-meida. Tenez votre armée vers Toro, Benavente. La provinee d'Avila a
méme de borníes parties oü l'on trouverait des ressouree3. Dans cette situa-tion qui est aussi simple que formidable, vous reposez vos troupes, vous for-
mez des magasins, et avec de simples demonstrations bien combinées, qui
mettent vos avant-postes á méme de tirer journellement des coups de fusil
avec l'ennemi, vous aurez barre sur les Anglais, qui ne pourront vousobserver .... Ce n'est done pas á vous, monsieur le duc, á vous disséminer
en faveur de 1 armée du midi. Loraque voua avez été prendre le comman-
dement de votre armée elle venait d'éprouver un échee par sa retraite de
Portugal; ce pays était ravagé, les hopitaux et les magasins de l'ennemi
étaient á Lisboune; vos troupes étaient fatiguées, dégoútées par les marchesforcees, sans artillerie, sans train d'équipages. Badajoz était attaque depuis
long-temps; une bataille dans le midi navait pu fuire lever le siége de cette
place. Que deviez-vous faire alors? Vous porter sur Almeida pour mena-
cer Lisbonnei Non, parce que votre armée n'avait pas d'artillerie, pas de
train d'équipages, et qu'elle était fatiguée. L'ennemi á cette position,
n'aurait pas cru a cettemenace; ilaurait laissé approeher jusqua Coimbre,
aurait pris Badajoz, et ensuite serait venu sur vous. Vous avez done fait á
cotto époque ce qu'il fallait faire; vous avez marché rapidement au seeours
de Badajoz: l'ennemi avait barre sur vous, et l'art de la guerre était de
vous y eoin mettre. Le siége a été levé, et l'ennemi est rentré on Portugal;
c'est ce qu'il yavait á faire .... Dans ce moment, monsieur le duc, votre

Íiosition est simple et claire, et ne demande pas de coinbinaisons d'esprit
'lacez vos troupes de maniere qu'en quatro marches ellos puissent so reunir

et se grouper sur Salamanque; ayez-y votre quartier-géiiéral; que vos or-
dres, vos dispositions annorcent ái'ennenii que la grosse artillerie arriv- ;, Sa-
lamanque, que vous y formez des magasins .... í>i Wellington se dirige sur
Badajoz, laissez-le aller; réunissoz aussitot votre armée, ot marchoz droit sur
Almeida; poussez des partis sur Coimbre, et sovoz persuade que Wellington
reviendra bien vite sur vous.

1Ecrivez au duc de Dalmatie et sollicitez le roi de lui éerire également,
pour qu'il exécute les ordres impératifs queje lui donné, de porter un corps
de vingt mille hommes pour foreer le general Hillá rester sur la rive gauche
du Tage. Ne pensez done plus, monsieur le maréchal, á aller dans le midi
et marchea droit sur le Portugal, si lord Wellington fait la faute de se porter
sur la rive gauche du Tage .. . Profitez du moment oü vos troupes se
réunissent pour bien organiser et mettre de l'ordre dans le nord. yu'on
travaille jour et nuit á fortifior Salainanque, qu'on y fasse venir de srrOMM
pieces, qu'on fasse l'équipage de siége ;enfin qu'on forme des magaña de
6ubsistances. Vous seutirez, monsieur le maréchal, qu'en suivant eos direc-
tions et en mettant pour les exócuter toute l'activité convenable, vous tieu-
drez l'ennemi en échee .... En recevant 1'iniiiative au lien de la donner,
en ne songeant qu'á l'armée du midi qui u'a pas besoin de vous, puisqu'elle
est forte de quatre-vingt mille hommes dos meilleures troupes de l'Europe,
ta ayant des sollicitudes pour les pays qui ne sont pas sous votre conminado
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ment et abandonnant les Asturies et les provinces qui vous regardent, un
combat que vous éprouveriez serait une calamite qui se ferait sentir daña
voute l'Espagne. Un échee de l'armée du midi la conduirait sur Madrid ou
sur Valence et ne serait pas de méme nature.'

Je vous le repute, vous étes le maitre de conserver barre sur loíd Wel-
lington, en placant votre quartier-général á Salamanque, en oecupant en
forcé cette position, et poussant de fortes reconnaissances sur les débouchés.
Je ne pourrais que vous rediré ce que je vous ai déjá expliqué ci-dessus.
Si Badajos était cerne seulement par deux ou trois divisions Anglaises, le
duc de Dalmatie le débloquerait; mais alors lord Wellington, afiaibli, vous
mettrait á méme de vous porter dans l'intérieur du Portugal, ce qui secour-
rait plus effieaeement Badajos que toute autre operation .... Je donne
l'ordre que tout ce qu'il sera possible de fournir vous soit fourni pour com-
pléter votre artillerie et pour armer Salamanque. Vingt-quatre heures
aprés la réception de cette lettre l'empereur pense que vous partirez pourSalamanque, á moins d'événemens inattendus ;que vous chargerez une
avant-garde d'oecuper les débouchés sur Rodrigo, et une autre sur Al-
meida ;que vous aurez dans la main au moins la valeur d'une división •
que vous ferez revenir la cavalerie et artillerie qui sont á la división du
Tage .... Réunissez surtout. votre cavalerie, dont vous n'avez pas de trop
et dont vous avez tant de besoin

'

AuPrince de Neufehátel.
'
Monseigneur,

—
J'ignore si sa majesté aura daigné acueillir d'une maniere

favorable la demande que j'aieu l'honneur d'adresser á votre altesse poursupplier l'empereur de me permettre de faire sous ses yeux la campagne
qui ya s'ouvrir ; mais quelle que soit sa decisión, je regarde comme mon
devoir de luifaire connaitre, au moment oü il semble prét á s'éloigner, la
situation des dioses dans cette partie de l'Espagne.'

D'aprés les derniers arrangemens arrétés par sa majesté, l'armée de
Portugal n'a plus le moyen de remplir la tache qui lui est imposée, et je
serais coupable, si, en ce moment, je cacháis la vérité. La frontiére se
trouvé tres affaiblie par le départ des troupes qui ont été rappelées par la
prise de Rodrigo, qui met l'ennemi á méme d'entrer dans le cceur de la
Castille en commen<;ant un mouvement offensif, ensuite par l'immense
étendue de pays que l'armée est dans le devoir d'oecuper, ce qui rend tou-
jours son rassemblement lent et difficile, tandis qu'il y a peu de temps elle
était toute réunie et disponible.

'
Valladolid, le 23 Février, 1812.

'
Les sept divisions qui la composent s'éléveront, lorsqu'elles auront reiju

les régimens en marche annoncés, á quarante-quatre mille hommes d'infan-
terie environ ;ilfait au moins cinq mille hommes pour oceuper les points
fortifiés et les communications qui ne peuvent étre abandonnés ;il faut á
peu prés pareille forcé pour observer l'Esla et la couvrir contre l'armée deGalice, qui évideniment, dans le cas d'un mouvement offensif des Anglais, se
porterait á Bénavente et á Astorga. Ainsi, á supposer que toute l'armée
soit réunie entre le Duero et la Tormes, sa forcé ne peut s'élever qu a trente-
trois ou trente-quatre mille hommes, tandis que l'ennemi peut présenter au-
jourd'hui une masse de plus de soixante mille hommes, dont plus de moitié
Anglais, bien outillés et bien pourvus de toutes choses: et cependant que
de chances pour que les divisions du Tage se trouvent en arriére! Qu'elles
n'aient pu étre ralliées promptement, et soient séparées de l'armée pendant
les momens les pl>"importaus de la campagne ;alors la masse de nos forces
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reunies ne s'éléverait pas .iplus de vingt-cinq mille hommes. Sa majesté
snppose, ilest vrai, que, dans ee cas, l'armée du nord soutiendrait celle de
Portugal par deux divisions :mais l'empereur peut-il étre persuade que,
da„s l'ordre de choses actuel, ees troupes arrive/ont promptement et á
tuips?'L'ennemi parait en offensive ;eelui qui doit le combattre prepare ses
moyens ;celui qui doit agir hypothétiquement attend sans inquiétude, et
laisse écouler en puré perte un temps précieux ;l'ennemi marche á moi, je
í'éunis mes troupes d'une maniere méthodique et precise, je sais á un jour
prés le moment oü le plus grand nombre au moins sera en ligne, á qudle
époque les autres seront en liaison avec moi, et d'aprés cet état de choses,
je me determine á agir ou á temporiser ;mais ees calculs je ne puis les faire
que pour des troupes qui sont purement et simplement á mes ordres. Pour
celles qui n'y sont pas, que de lenteurs !que d'incertitudes et de temps per-
du! J'annonce la marche de l'ennemi et je demande des secours, on me
répond par des observations; ma lettre n'est parvenue quelentement parce
que les communications sont diflnciles dans ce pays ;la réponse á ma re-
plique vient de meme, et l'ennemi sera sur moi. Mais comment pourrai-je
méme d'avance faire des calculs raisonnables sur les mouvemens de troupes
dont je ne connais nila forcé ni l'emplacement ? Lorsque je ne sais rien de
la situation du pays ni des besoins de troupes qu'on yéprouve ? Je ne puia
raisonner que sur ce qui est á mes ordres, et puisque les troupes qui n'y
eont pas me sont cependant nécessaires .pour combattre, et sont comptées
comme partie de la forcé queje dois opposer á l'ennemi, je suis en fausse
position, et je n'ai les moyens de rien faire méthodiquement et avec eon-
naissance de cause.'

Si l'on considere combien il faut de prévoyance pour exécuter le plus
petit mouvement en Espagne, on doit se convaincre de lanécessité qu'il ya
de donner d'avance mille ordres préparatoires sans lesquels les mouvemens
rapides sont impossibles. Amsi les troupes du nord m'étant étrangércs
habituellement, et m'étant cependant indispensables pour combattre, le sue-

cés de toutes mes operations est dépendant du plus ou du moins de pré-
voyance et d'activité d'un autre chef: je ne puis done pas étre responsable
des événemens.'

Mais ilne faut pas seulement considérer l'état des choses pour la defen-
sive du nord, ilfaut la considérer pour celle du midi. Si lord Weüington
porte six divisions sur larive gauche du Tage, le duc de Dalmatie abesoin d'un
puissant secours ;si dans ee cas, l'armée du nord ne fournit pas de troupes
pour relever une partiede l'armée de Portugal dansquelques-uns des postea
qu'elle doit évacuer alors momentanément, mais qu'ilest important de teñir,

et pour la súreté du pays et pour maintenir la Galice et observer les deux
divisions ennemies qui seraient sur l'Agueda, et qui feraient sans dotite
quelques demonstrations offensives: si, dis-je, l'armée du nord ne vientpasá
son aide, l'armée de Portugal, trop faible, ne pourra pas faire un détache-
ment d'une forcé convenable, et Badajoz tombera. Certes, ilfaut des ordrea
pour obtenir de l'armée du nord un mouvement dans cette hypothése, et le
temps utile pour agir; si on s'en tenait á des propositions et á des négocia-

tions, ce temps, qu'on ne pourrait remplacer, serait perdu en vaines discus-
eions. Je suis autorisé á croire ce résultat.

'L'armée de Portugal est en ce moment la principale armee d Espagne;
c'est á elle á couvrir l'Espagne contre les entreprises des Anglais;pour
pouvoirmanoeuvrer, ilfaut qu'elle ait des points d'appui, des places, dea
forts, des tétesde-pont, etc.'

IIfaut pour cela du matériel d'artillerie, et je n'ai ni canons nimumtioua
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a yappliquer, tandis que les établissemen" -^e l'armée du nord en sont toutremphs; j'en demanderai, on m'en proin-„ira, mais en résultat ie n'obtien-
drai ríen.

'Aprés avoir discute la question militaire, je dirai un mot de l'adminis-
tration. Le pays donné a l'armée de Portugal a des produits presumes letiers de ceux des cinq gouvernemens.'

L'armée de Portugal est beaucoup plus nombreuse que l'armée du nord •
le pays qu'elle oceupe est insoumis ;on n'arrache rien qu'avec la forcé etles troupes de l'armée du nord ont semblé prendre á tache, en l'évacuántd en enlever toutes les ressources. Les autres gouvernemens, malgré lesguerillas, sont encoré dans la soumission, et acquittent les contributionssans qu il soit besom de contrainte. D'aprés cela ily aune immense diffé-rence dans le sort de Pune et de Pautre, et comme tout doit tendré au mémebut, que partout ce sont les soldats de l'empereur, que tous les effortsdoivent avoir pour objet le suecés des operations, ne serait-il pas juste queles ressources de tous ees pays fussent partagées proportionnellement auxbesoms de chacun ;et comment y parvenir sans une autorité unique ?'

Je crois avoir demontre que, pour une bonne defensive du nord le gene-
ral de 1armée de Portugal doit avoir toujours á ses ordres les troupes et le
territoire de l'armée du nord, puisque ees troupes sont appelées a combattreavec les siennes, et que les ressources de ce territoire doivent étre en partie
eonsaerees a les entretenir.

Je passe maintenant á ee qui regarde le midi de l'Espagne. Une des
taches de 1armee de Portugal est de soutenir l'armée du midi d'avoir l'ceilsur Badajoz et de couvrir Madrid;et pour cela, il faut qu'un corps assez
nombreux oceupe la vallée du Tage; mais ee corps ne pourra subsister etne pourra prepare,- des ressources pour d'autres troupes qui s'y rendraientpour le soutenir, s'il n'a pas un territoire productif, et ce territoire quel
nutre peut-il étre que l'arrondissement de l'armée du centre? Quelle villepeut offrirdes ressources et des moyens dans la vallée du Tage si ce n'estMadrid? Cependant aujourd'hui l'armée de Portusal ne posséde sur le
nord du Tage, qu un désert qui ne lui offre aucune espéce de moyen nipour les hommes ni pour les chevaux, et elle ne reneontre de la part 'desautontés de MadYid, que haine, qu'animosité. L'armée du centre qui n'est
ríen, posséde á elle seule un territoire plus fertile, plus étendu que celuiquiest aecordé pour toute l'armée de Portugal; cette vallée ne peut s'ex-ploiter faute de troupes, et tout le monde s'oppose á ce que nous en tirionsdes ressources. Cependant si les bords du Tage étaient evacúes par suitede la diserte, personne á Madrid ne voudrait en apprécier la véritable
raison, et tout le monde accuserait l'armée de Portugal de découvrir cetteville.

'IIexiste, ilfaut le diré, une haine, une animosité envers les Francaisquil est impossible d'exprimer, dans le gouvernement Espagnol IIexisteun désordre á Madrid qui présente le speetacle le plus révoltant Si 'lessubsistances employées en de fausses consommations dans cette ville eussentefe eonsaerees ;\u25a0 former un magasin de ressources pour l'armée de Portugales troupes qm sont sur le Tage seraient dans l'abondance et pourvues pourlongtemps; on consommé 22 mille rations par jour a. Madrid, et il n'y apas SOOO hommes: c'est qu'on donne et laisse prendre á tout íe monde exoepté a eeux qui servent. Mais bien plus, je le répéte, c'est un crime 'que
daller prendre ce que l'armée du centre ne peut elle-méme ramasser II
est vraiqu'ilparait assez eonséquent que ceux qui,depuis deux ans, trompentie rol, babillent et arment chaqué jour des soldats qui, au bout de deux
jours, vont se joind iá nos ennemis 'et sembleut en vérité avoir ains-
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consaeré un mode régulier de recrutement des bandes que nous avons sur
les bras, s'occupent de leur réserver des moyens de subsistance á nos dé-
pens.'

La seule communication carrossable entre lagauche et le reate de l'armée
de Portugal est par la provinee de Ségovie, et le mouvement des troupes et
des convois ne peut avoir lieu avec facilité, parce que, quoique ce pays soit
excellent et plein de ressources, les autorités de l'armée du centre refusent
de prendre aucune disposition pour assurer leur subsistance.'

Si l'armée de Portugal peut etre affranchie du devoir de secourir le midi,
de couvrir Madrid, elle peut se concentrer dans la Vieille-Castille, et elle
s'en trouvera bien :alors tout lui devient facile ;mais si elle doit au con-
traire remplir cette double tache, elle ne le peut qu'en occupant la vallée
du Tage, et dans cette vallée elle ne peut avoir les ressources nécessaires
pour y vivre, pour y manceuvrer, pour y préparer des moyens suffisans pour
toutes les troupes qu'il faudra y envoyer, qu'en possédant tout l'arrondisse-
ment de l'armée du centre et Madrid. Ce territoire doit conserver les
troupes qui l'occupent á present, afin qu'en marchant á l'ennemi, l'armée ne
soit obligée de laisser personne en arriére, mais qu'au contraire elle en tire
quelque secours pour sa communication. Elle a besoin surtout d'étre déli-
vrée des obstacles que faitnaitre sans cesse un gouvernement véritablement
ennemi des armes Francaises; quelles que soient les bonnes intentions du
roi, ilparait qu'ilne peut rien contre l'intérét et les passions de ceux qui
l'environnent; ilsemble également que jusqu'a present iln'a rien pu contre
les désordres qui ont lieu á Madrid, contre l'anarchie qui régne á l'armée du
centre. 11 peut y avoir de grandes raisons en politique pour que le roi
reside á Madrid, 'mais il y a mille raisons positives et de súreté pour les
armes Francaises, qui sembleraient devoir luifaire choisir un autre séjour.
Et en effet, ou le roi est general et commandant des armées, et dans cencas
ildoit étre au milieu des troupes, voir leurs besoins, pourvoir á tout, et étre
responsable ;ou ilest étranger á toutes les operations, et alors, autant pour
sa tranquillité personnelle que pour laisser plus de liberté dans les opera-
tions, ildoit s'éloigner du pays qui en est le théatre et des lieux qui servent
de points d'appui aux mouvemens de l'armée.

'La guerre d'Espagne est difficile dans son essence, mais cette difficulté
est augmentée de beaucoup par la división des eommandemens et par la
grande diminution des troupes que cette división rend encoré plus funeste.
Si cette división a déjá fait tant de mal, lorsque l'empereur, étant á París,
s'occupant sans cesse de ses armées de la Péninsule, pouvait en partie
remédier á tout, on doit frémir du résultat infaillible de ce systéme, suivs

avec diminution de moyens, lorsque l'empereur s'éloigne de trois cents
lieues. .'

Monseigneur, je vous ai exposé toutes les raisons qui me semblent
démontrer jusqu'a l'évidence la nécessité de reunir sous la meme autonte
toutes les troupes et tout le pays, depuis Bayonne jusques et ycompris

Madrid et la Manche; en celaje n'ai été guidé que par mon amour ardent
pour la gloire de nos armes et par ma conscience. Si l'empereur ne trou-
vait pas convenable d'adopter ce systémc j'ose le supplier de me donner un

successeur dans le commandement qu'il m'avait confié. J'ai la confiance et

le sentiment de pouvoir faire autant qu'un autre, mais tout restant dans la

situation actuelle la charge est au-dessus de mes forces. De quelques dith-

cultés que soit le commandement general, quelqu'imposante que soit ia

responsabilité qui l'accompagne, elles me paraissent beaucoup momdres que

celles que ma position entrame en ce moment.
_ -

•Quelque flatteur que soit un grand commmandement, ilna de prix 4
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mes yeux que lorsqu'il est accompagné des moyens de bien faire: lorsque
ceux-ci me sont enlevés, alors tout me parait préférable, et mon ambition
se réduit á servil- en soldat. Je donnerai ma vie sans regret, mais je ne puis
rester dans la cruelle position de n'avoir pour résultat de mes efforts et de
mes soins de tous les momens, que la triste perspective d'attacher monnom
á des événémens fácheux et peu dignes de la gloire de nos armes.

'(Signé) Le Maréchal Duc de Raguse.'

Joseph to Napoleón.

"Madrid, Mai 18, 1812.
"Sire

—
IIya aujourd'hui un mois et demi que j'airecn la lettre du prinee

de Neufchátel en date du 16 Mars dernier, qui m'annonce que votre majesté
impériale et royale me confiait le commandement de ses armées en Espagne,
et me prévenait que les généraux-en-chef des armées du nord, de Portugal,
du midi et de l'Aragon reeevaient les ordres convenables."

Depuis cette époque ilm'a été impossible de remplir les intentions de
V. M. impelíale et royale. Le général-en-chef de l'armée du nord s'est
refusé á m'envoyer aucun rapport, disant et écrivant qu'il n'avait ancun
ordre á cet égard. M. le maréchal commandant en chef l'armée du midin'a
encoré répondu á aucune des lettres que je luiai éerites ou fait écrire depuis
cette époque. M. le maréchal commandant en chef l'armée d'Aragon ne
m'envoie aucun rapport, et reste entiérement isolé de moi. M. le
maréchal commandant en chef l'armée de Portugal m'a fait beaucoup
de demandes auxquelles il savait parfaitement que je ne pouvais satis-faire, comme celles de troupes de l'armée du nord, des vivres, éa. Sa con-
duite est tellement indecente qu'elle n'est pas eoneevable. V. M. I.et R. etpourra en juger. par mes dépéches au prince de Neufchátel. Sire, en
aeceptant le commandement des armées Frangaises á l'époque oü je l'ai refu,
j'aicru remplir un devoir que tous les liens quim'attachent a VM.I.et R. eta la France m'imposaient, parce que j'ai pensé pouvoir étre utile, mais j'étais

persuade que V. M. I.et R. me confiant un dépót si précieux, les géneraux-en-chef s'empresseraient d'obéir á la volonté de V. M. IIn'en est pas ainsi ;
je m'adresse done á elle pour qu'elle veuille bien écrire ou faire écrire aux
géneraux-en-chef quelle est sa volonté, pour qu'elle leur fasse déclarer que
leur désobéissance á mes ordres les metrait dans le cas d'étre renvoyés enFranco oü ils trouveraient un juge juste mais sévére dans V. M I.et R. Si
V. majesté ne trouvé pas le moyen de persuader á ees messieurs que sa vo-
lonté est que je sois obéi, je la supplie de considérer que le role auquel je
suis expose est indigne de mon caractere et du nom de V. M. Si la guerredu nord a lieu, je ne puis étre utile iciqu'autant que je suis obéi et je ne
puis etre obéi qu'autant que ees messieurs sauront que j'ai le droit, de les
remplacer; je ne puis infliger, moi, d'autre punition que celle-lá á un géné-ral-en-chef. Si jene suis pas obéi, et que V. M. afile au nord, l'Espagne
sera évacuée honteusement par les troupes imperiales, et le nom que je porte
aura préside inutilement á cette époque désastreuse."

Le mal est grand, mais iln'est au-dessus ni de mon dévouement ni demon courage. C'est á votre majerté á les rendre efficaces par la forcé dont
ü est indispensable qu'elle m'entoure ;le salut des armées imperiales et de
1Espagne en dependent."
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Section I.

Number and conduet of the French.

As to the numbers of the French; the prisoners, the intercepted letter».the secret information from Chiclana, all accounts, in fact, concurred inatating that the troops employed exceeded nine thousand menr
Extraéis from Colonel Skerrett's despatch

,"
The enemy'a forcé employed in the siege is stated at ten thottsand, pro-

bably t/ns is nisome degree exaggerated."

B."
The fact of the enemy, with eleven thousand experieneed soldiers, not havingmade another effort after his assault of the 3lst, <fcc. <fcc."

Lord Wellington's despatch.
„v, ,• ,

T
, "January 19, 1812.By accounts which Ihave from Cádiz to the 27th December, Ilearnthat the enemy invested Tarifa witha forcé of about five thousand men on

the 20th December, covering their operation against that place by anothercorps at Vejer."
Conduet of the French.

"
r^ü6 WBS n0t °n the part of the lettdin g French officer (an oíd lieuten-

ant of the 94th) or of his followers, any appearance of panic or perturba-ron. Their advance was serene, steady and silent, worthyof the Mhcoros,
of their Austrian laurels, of their

'
vieilles moustaches."

Section II

Conduet of the Spanish soldiers.
B.

"A1
*

e nssau ltGeneral Copons himself was the only person who showedh,s head above the parapet. The preeaution of outflanking him bv three
companies of the 47th regiment remedied the chance of evil, which so
lamentable a want of chivalry might have occasioned, but the knights of
older times were probably better fed than were our poor distressed 'rienda."

Section III

Conduet of Colonel Skerrett.
A."

Itis neeessary to advert to the 18-pounder mounted on the Guarnan^
tower, as Southey'a History contains some strange misrepresentation on the
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subject,"
—"

The Frenct made the 18-pounder an early object ofattack, bul
they did no'' succeed in crushing it. Unfortunately one of the spherical
case shot, not precisely fitting its oíd and worn calibre, burst in passing
over the town, and killed or wounded a person in the street. This pro-
duced some alarm and complaint amongst the inhabitar.ts for amoment, and
in the first feeling of that moment, Skerrett with characteristic impetu'osity
directed the gun to be placed 'hors de service.' There was no ambiguity
inhis command, '

Let itbe spiked."—" Had he referred the case to the com-
manding officer of artillery, the order would not have been executed, means
would have been found to remove the first impression and tranquilize the
people, without the sacrifice of the gun, whichmight have added materially
to the offensive powers of the garrison, particularly if the siege had been
prolonged."

"
On the 29th ofDecember, Colonel Skerrett, with a rare aetivity, dis-

mounted a 32-pound carronade that looked into the enemy's batteries at
the distance of about four hundred yards, and he succeeded in spiking andknocking off the trunnion of an 18-pounder, borrowed from the Stately
This gun was mounted on the tower of the Gusmans."

General Campbell to LordLiverpool."
January 3, 1812.

_-'Annexed is a letter received last night from Colonel Skerrett ;and not-
withstanding the despondeney therein expressed, which has' been equallyso in other letters that Ihave received from him.my opinión remains thesame as formerly."

"
Atthe crisis produced by Skerrett's desire to retire from the town, and

desire to leave the island also, General Campbell sent express instructionsthat the town should not be abandoned without the coneurrence of thecomroanding officers of artillery and engineers; and accompanied these in-
structions with a positive command that every officer and soldier belong-
ing to Gibraitar should, in future, be stationed in the island, to insure at all
events the preservation of that port."

Section IV.

Sir C. Smith's conduet."
Smith never tolérated the idea ofsurrender— never admitted the possi-

bility of defeat." r"
Comprehendmg from the first the resources and eapabilities of his post

and witha sort ofintuition anticipating his assailant, he covered the weak
points while he concealed his strength; and so conducted the skirmish
which preceded the investment, that he, as it were, dictated the whole
plan of attack, and inreality pointed out withhis finger the position of thebreaching battery.""

Had the dictates ofhis vigorous mind and enteprising spirit been duly
listened to within, the defence would have been more active and more bril-
uaat."
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Section V.

[Extraes.]

Lord Wellington lo Lord Liverpool."
January 9, 1812.

\u25a0 From the accounts which Ihnve received of the place (Tarifa) itappear»
to me quite impossible to defend it, when the enemy will be equipped to
attack it The utmost that can be done is to hold the island contiguous to
Tarifa;for which object Colonel Skerrett's detachment does not appear to
be neeessary. Idon't believe that the enemy willbe able toobtain possession
of the island, without which the town willbe entirely useless to them, andindeed, ifthey had the island as well as the town, Id'oubt their being' able
to retain these possessions, adverting to the means of attacking them with
which General Ballesteros might be supplied by the garrison of Gibraitar,
unless they should keep a forcé in the field in their neighborhood toprotect
them."

Lord Wellington to Major-General Cooke.
"February 1, 1812."Sir,

—
Ihave omitted to answer your letters of the 27th December and

of the 7th January ,relating to the correspondence which you had liad with
the Governor of Gibraitar, upon the conditionnl orders, which you had given
Colonel Skerrett to withdrnw from Tarifa, because-I conclude that you re-
ferred that correspondence to the secretary of State, with whoiñ alone it
rests to decide whether it was your duty* to recall Colonel Skerrett, and
whether you performed that duty at a proper period, and under circum-
stances which rendered itexpedient that you should give Colonol Skerrett
the orders in question. From the report of Colonel Skerrett, and Lord
Proby, and other information which Ihad received respecting Tarifa, Icon-
curred in the orders that yon gave to Colonel Skerrett. and iny opinión ou
that subject is not at all changed by what has oceurred since. We have a
right to expect that his majesty's officers and troops willperforan their duty
upon every occasion ;but we have no right to expect that eompariitivdv
a small number would be able to hold the town of Tarifa, conimaiided aj
itis at short distances, and enfiladed in every direction, and unprovided
with artillery and the walls scarcely cannon-proof. The enemy, however,
retired with disgrace, infinitely to the honor of the brave troops who de-
fended Tarifa, and itis useless to renew the discussion. It is neeessary,
however, that you should now come to an understanding withGeneral Camp-
bell rogarding the troops wnichhave boen detached from Cádiz and this army
under Colonel Skerrett"

Ditto to Ditto.
"
Ihave already inmy letter of the lst instant, stated to you my opinión

rogarding Tarifa. Ido not think that Captain Smith's letter throwa new
light opon the subjeet. The island appears still to be the principal point
to defend, and the easiest to be defended at a small expense and risk of
loss. Whether the town and the hillof Santa Catalina can be made sub-
seryient to the defence of the island depends upon cirotinistanoos upon
which itwould be possible to decide, only by having a local knowledge of
the place. Itis very clear to me, however, that the enemy willnot attack
Tarifa in this spring, and that you willnot be called upon to furnish troop*

"February 25, 1812.
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to garrison that place as soon as you expect. Ifyou should be called uponeither by the Spanish government or by the Governor of Gibraitar youmust decide the question according to the suggestions which Imade to you
lnmy despatch of the 15th mstant. Ifyou should send a detachment fíomCádiz at the desire of the Spanish government for purposes connected withthe operations of General Ballesteros, Iconceive that the Governor of Gib-raitar has nothing to say to such detachments ;if you should send one toTarifa at the desire of the Governor of Gibraitar, or of the Spanish govern-ment, it is better not to diseuss the question whether the detachment shall
°í"s,h2,U "ot obeJ" tlle ordei's of the Governor of Gibraitar. He has occu-pied Tarifa permanently, and he is about to improve the defences of theplace which he conceives to be under his orders ;but, according to all therules of his majesty s service, the sénior officer should command the wholeIhave nothing to say to the división of the command of the island andtown of Tarifa, whichIeonclude has been settled by the Governor of Gib-raitar.

Extract from the Notes of an Officer engaged in the Siege."
Though the Duke of Wellington yielded to the opinions and wishes ofGeneral Cooke, Colonel Skerrett, and Lord Proby, yet his characteristic andnever failmg sagaeity seems to have suggested to him a fear or a faneythat part of the case was kept concealed. Alocal knowledge was neeessarynot only to judge oí the relation and reciproeal defences and capabilities ofthe town and island, but to estímate the vast importance of tlíe post thenecessity, infact, of its possession. It was my impression then and itamounts to conviction now, that the island, partieularly during the winterhalf fortified as it was, and totally destitute ofshelterfrom bombardment orfrom weather, could not have been maintained against an enemy in posses-

sion of the town, the suburb, and the neighboring heights. But even if ithad by means of British bravery, resolution, and resource, been provisioned
and defended, still the original and principal objectsof its occupation wouldhave been altogether frustrated, namely, the command and embarkation ofsupplies for Cad,z and the fostering of the patriotic fiante. Itis demonstrá-
isi.,' had the D.uke of Dalmatia once become possessor of the oíd wallsot lanía, every city, village, fort, and watch-tower on the Andalusian

coast would soon have displayed the banner of King Joseph, and thestruggle inthe south of Spain was over."

General Campbell to LordLiverpool."Gibraitar, April2, 1812._ MyLord,—Ihave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Lord-ships letter ofthe 8th ofFebruary last, and Ibeg leave to refer your Lord-ship to the doeuments herewith, partieularly to the report of Captainbmith, Roya [Engineers, which Itrust willprove that the defence of the
town oí lanía was not taken up on slight grounds, and that the detach-ment from Cádiz under the orders of Colonel Skerrett, together with the
troops from henee wlnch formed the garrison of the town, were never inany danger of being eut off, as their retreat would have been covered by
the castle of the Guanana, the redoubt of Santa Catalina, and the island •
the two first of these pomts being connected by a field-work, and the whole"
mounting Uventy-nme pieces of cannon and mortars exclusively of whatremained in the town:the enemy's batteries being completely kept incheck during such an operation by the island and the castle of the Guz-
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mans. My Lord, Colonel Skerrett stood alone in his opinión respecting thia
post. and in direct opposition to my own and that of Captain Smith RovalEngineers, who is considered by his corps as an officer of first rate'proies-
aional abihties. Major-general Cooke must therefore have acted on the
reports ofthe Colonei when he authorized him to abandon his post. for theMajor-general was unnequainted with its resources: besides, my Lord Ihnda right to expect that troops sent to that point to assist in its defence should
not be withdrawn without my consent. Had the place been lost, my Lordbv such misrepresentation, itwould have been attributed to any other than
the real canse, and the odium would have been fixed upon me, as having
taken up the position;Iam hnppy, however, that its capabilit'v has beenproved whilst itremained under my orders, and that by intcriiosing myauthority the valuable possession of"Tarifa has been saved from the gra*p
ofthe enemy. Iwas besides deeply concerned in the fate of the place ;a
great quantity of military stores and provisión having been embarked onthat service by my authority, from a conviction that they were fully pro-
tected by this additional forcé."

After the execution of a service, my Lord, from whichIconcluded Iwaa
entitled to some consideration, it is no small mortification for me to find
that my conduet should be deemed questionable; but Iflatter myself that
ifthe government ofhis Royal Híghness the Prince Regent will "do me thejustice to read the annexed papers, they willperceive that ifIhad done lesshis Mnjesty's arms must have been dishonored. Inrognrd to the assmnptioi,
of command on that occasion, Ihave only to observe thnt eonsidoring the
post of Tarifa as a dependeney of Gibraitar, having occupied it exclusively
for these two years past, and that a commandant and staff were appointed
from my recommendation, with salaries annexed, and this with the appro-
bation ofboth governments, these circumstances added to what Ihave seen
on similar occasions put itpast a doubt in my mind, and Colonel Skerrett
having applied to me for 'precise orders,' shows that he was awnre that
such was the case. If,my Lord, Iever liad a right to exercise an authority
over the post of Tarifa from what Ihave stated, the entry of troops from
another quarter, unless actually commanded by an officer sénior to myself,
could not, according to the custom of our service, deprive me of it;and I
have heard that the case has been referred to Lord Wellington, who was of
the same opinión. This however, Ionly take the liberty to advance in jus-
tificntion of my conduet, and not in opposition to the opinión formed bv the
government of bis Royal Highness the Prince Regent Itrust therefore I
shall be excused in the eyes of government in declaring without uxoria,
that ifIhad not retained the command the place would not now be in our
possession, and the wants of our enemies would hnve been completely supplied by its affording a free communieation with the states of Barbnrv. 1
have the honor to report that Ihave made the neeessary communication
williMajor-general Cooke, in consequence ofits being the wish of govem
meut that Tarifa shall be occupied by troops from Cádiz. The Major-gene-
ral informs me in answer thereto, that he has communicated with Lord
A\ ellington, as he has not received orders to that effect nor has he the
means at present to make the detachment required, and your Lordship is
aware that Ihave itnot inmy power to reinforce that post incaso of need,"
«te, <tc.

—
P.S. "Should your Lordship wish any further information with

respect to that post, itwillbe found on roferring to my report made after
Ihad visited Tarifa, where Commodore Penrose and Colonel Sir Charlo»
ilolloway,Royal Engineers, accompauied me."
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Extract from Captain C. F. Smith's report.
"

Tarifa, December 14, 1811.""
Ido not hesitate to declare that Iplace the utmost reliance on theresources of the place, and consider them such as ought to make a good andultimately successful defence."

Dif\ ditto.

"December 24, 1811."
"Myopinión respecting the defences of this post is unalterable, and mustever remaní so,— that till the island is more independent initself there is a

necessity of fairly defending the town as an outwork."

Extract ofa letter from Colonel King, the sénior officer of Ote troops detached
from Gibraitar for Ote defence of Tarifa.

"August 6, 1834.
"Iprobably had better mention a eircumstance which oceurred two daysbefore the assault of the breach at Tarifa; Colonel Skerrett assembled thecomm.nding officers of corps on the evening of the 29 Dec. 1811 and a*kedtheir opinión as to the possibility of defending Tarifa. Ithink 'they wereall of his opinión, inclined to abandon it, except myself and his engineerCaptain bmith, now Colonel Sir C. F. Smith. We both urged instrong lan-guage our capabihty of defending it; when he ordered us to retire toour quarters, and the commanding officers to give him their opinión inwriting as soon as possible. Iimmediately wrote, and gave in the follow

ingopinión:
— °

"Tarifa,December 29, 1811.
"Iam decidedly of opinión that the defence of Tarifa will afford theBritish garrison an opportunity of gaining eternal honor, and itoucht to bedefended to the last extremity. a

"H.King, major, 82d regt."
Commandant of Tarifa."

"On the morning of the 30th, Colonel Skerrett called upon me to sav hehad determmed to embark withhis forcé of 1200 men, and wished to knowwhat Imeant to do. Iexpressed my regret, and told him Iwas resolvedto defend the place and ,fhe d.d embark Ihoped he would do itat nightwhen he could not be seen by the enemy. Captain Smith soon after calledon me to offer his services which Igladly accepted, ifSkerrett would allowhim to remain as he belonged to his command. Iimmediately sent anexpress to_ General Campbell at Gibraitar, informing him of Skerrett'sdetermmation and my wish that he should send me two or three comnaniesas soon as possible, and that he might depend upon my defending Tarifa tethe very last extremity Late in the evening, a naval officer from Gibraitararrived with an order for the transporta to proeeed to the Rock and nottake a soldier on board.

NOTE.-Mfejor King is mistaken in thinking that all the commandine officers of rerri
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No. XI.

STORMING OF CIUDAD RODRIGO AND BADAJOS.

[The anonymous extracts are taken from the memoirs and journals of officers engaged in,
or eye- witnessfs of the action described. The Román characiers mark different sourcea
of information.]

Section I. Ciudad Rodrigo.

"The Duke of Wellington, standing on the top of some ruins of the con-
vent of Francisco, pointed out to Colonel Colborne and to Major Napier,*
commanding the storming-party of the light división, the spot where the
small breach was. Having done this, he said "Now do you understaud exactly
Ote wayyou are to take so as to arrive at the breach without noise or confusión '?
He was nnswered,,

"
Yes, perfectly." Some one of the staff then said to

Major Napier, "Why don't you load?" He answered, "No,if we can't do
the business without loading, we shall not do itat all." The Duke of Wel-
lington immediately said, "Leave him alone.""

The caladores under Colonel Eider were to carry haybags to throw
into the ditch, but the signal of attack having been given and the fire com-
mencing at the great breach, the stormers would not wait for the hay-bags,
which from some confusión in the orders delivered had not )-et arrived ;but
from no fault of Colonel Eider or his gallant regiment :they were always
ready for and equal to anything they were ordered to do."The troops jumped into the ditch;the 'fausse braye' was faced with
stone, so as to form a perpendicular wall about the centre of the ditch ;it
was scaled and the foot of the breach was attained. Lieutenant Gurwood
had gone too far to his left with the forlorn hope and missed the entrance
of the breach ;he was struck down with a wound on the head, but sprang
up again and joined Major Napier, Captain Jones, 52d regt, Mitchell, 95th,
Ferguson, 43d., and some other officers, who at the head of the stormers
were all going up the breach together.""

Colonel Colborne, although very badly wounded in the shoulder,
formed the fifty-second on the top of the rampart and led them against the
enemy."

"The great breach was so strongly barricaded, so fiercdy defended, that
the third división had not carried it, and were still bravely exerting every
effort to forcé their way through the obstacles when Colonel M'Leod of the
forty-third poured a heavy flank fire upon the enemy defending it"

"
The third división having commenced firing we were obliged tohurry

to the attack. The forlorn hope led, we advanced rapidly across the glacis
and descended into the ditch near the ravelin under a heavy fire. We
found the forlorn hope placing ladders against the face of the work and our
party turned towards them, when the engineer officer called out,

'
You are

wronsr, this is the way to Ote breach, or thefausse braye whichleads to the breach
you are to attack.""

We ascended the breach ofthe fausse braye, aud then the breach oi
the body of the place without the aid of ladders.""

We were for a short tiins on the breach before we forced the en



544 NAPIEE'S PENINSULAR WAR,

trance. A gun was stretched across the entrance but did not impede our
mareh. Near itsome of the enemy were bayoneted, amongst, the number
some deserters who were found in arms defending the breach."

*-"Major Napier was wounded at the moment when the men were
checked by the heavy fire and detcrmined resistance of the enemy about
two-thirds up the ascent, Itwas then that the soldiers, forgetting they
were not loaded, as the Major had not permitted them, snapped all their
firelocks.""

No individual could claim being the first that entered the breach
itwas a simultaneous rush of about twenty or thirty. The forlorn hopa
was thrown in some degree behind, being engaged in fixingladders against
the face of the work, which they mistook for the point of attack.""

Upon carrying the breach, the parties moved as before, directed by
Major Napier ;that is, the fifty-second to the left, the forty-third to the
right The forty-third cleared the ramparts to the right, and drove the
enemy from the places they attempted to defend until it arrived near the
great breach at a spot where the enemy's defences were overlooked. Al
this time the great breach had not been carried and was powerfully de-
fended by the enemy. The houses bearing on itwere loop-holed, and a
deep trench lined with musketry bearing directly upon it;the flanks of
the breach were cut off, and the descent into the town from the ramparts at
the top ofitappeared considerable, so as to render it exceeding difficult,i-
not impossible, to forcé it without some other aid than a front attack.""

The moment the light división stormingparty arrived at the spot
described, they opened a heavy enfilading fire of musketry upon the trench,
which was the main defence of the great breach, and drove the enemy from
itwith the aid of the storming-party of the third división that now entered.
Iwas wounded at this time, and retired a short way back on the rampart
when Isaw the first explosión on the rampart near the great breach. I
was, in my opinión, next to impossible, as Ihave said before, to forcé the
great breach by a front attack. as long as the enemy held their defences
but the moment the light división turned their defences the breach waa
instantly carried."

Abstract of the Journal of General Harvey, Portuguese Service.
"
Istood on rising ground and watehed the progress of the attack. The

great breach was attacked first, Atthe top of itthe third división openev-
their fire heavily and it was returned heavily ;but there was a distressing
pause. The small breach was carried first, and there was one considerable
explosión and two or three smaller ones on the ramparts."

Section II.
—

Badajos.
—

Assault of Picurina.

"
An engineer officer who led the attack told me two days after, 'that the

place never would have been taken liad itnot been for the intelligence o
these men (a detachment from the light división) in absolutely walking
round the fort, and finding out the gate, which was literally beaten down
by them, and they entered at the point ofthe bayonet. Lieutenant Nixon
of the fifty-second was shot through the body by a Frenchman a yard or
two inside the gate."
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Assault of Badajos.

[NoTB.-The account of Major-eenma.1 Shaw Kennedy's intrepiditv and coolne's on thsthird breach was de-ived from his heric compartían, Captain Nicholas. wl.o related itw-th adtmration when dyjnghimselí ot his wounds.]

"For the descent of the light and fourth divisions into the ditch, only five
ladders were placed, and those five ladders were elose to each other. Theadvance (or storming party) of the eighth división preceded that of the
fourth división, and Ibelieve that no part of the fourth división was up in
time to suffer from the first great explosión, and the storming-party only
had entered when that explosión took place; but observe, that although theadvance of the light división preceded the advance of the fourth división, Ionly mean by that, that the head of the light división entered the ditch
sooner than the head of the fourth división, for the main bodies of the two
divisions joined at the ladders and were descending into the ditch at the
sanie time.""
Iconsider that the centre breach at Badajos was never seriously attacked.

Iwas not at the centre breach on the night of the assault, therefore Ican-
not positively assert what took place there. But, there were not bodies of
dead and wounded at the centre or curtain breach in the morning, to indi-
cate such an attack having been made upon it,and being in the curtain it
was far retired from the troops, and the approach of itwas made extremelydifficult by deep cuts, and Ithink itpassed unobserved except by a etrae-glingfew." r J &

"Iconsider that
'
chevaux de frise' were placed upon the summit of

the centre breach during the assault. Iwas there at daybreak. The
approach to it was extremely difficult,both from the difficulty of finding it,
and from the deep holes that were before it, which to my recollection
resembled the holes yon see in a clay-field, where they make bricks.
Another great obstruction was the fire from the faces and flanks of the twobastions, which crossed before the curtain."

Extract from a Memoir by Captain Barney, Chasscurs Britaniques, acting
Engineer at the siege.

"The explosión of the
'
Bariques foudroyantes' resembled 'fougasses,' and I

expected the bastión would have crumbled to piceos. At this moment I
perceived one person in the midst of the fire, who bad gained the top of the
breach in the face of the bastión, he seemed impelling himself forward
towards the enemy in an offensive position when he sank down, appar-ently destroyed by the fire. On examining this breach at daylight, Ifound
a Portuguese grenadier, whom Isuppose to be the person, as he lay dead
the foremost on this breach."

;"Twice the bugles sounded to retire from the breaehes. The firediminished, and passing along the glacis of the ravelin, Ihastened to the
attack of General Picton. and found but two ladders, one only just long
enough to reach the embrasura, and the other with several of the upper
rounds destroyed. The castle was full of men, and had the enemy thrown
shells among them, Ido not thiuk it could have been kept possession ot
Major Burgh carne to aseertain the result of the attack, and the reserves
were ordered up. On coming down from the castle Imet General Picton,
and toldhim the castle was full ofmen, but they had not advanced into the
town. He immediately ordered sorties to be made to clear the breach, and



a good look out, to be kept towards Christoval." "Passing in front of the
battery where Lord Wellington was, Iwent on the right bank of the inun
dation tillIcould cross, and going towards the breach, Iwas overtaken by
the Prince of Orange, carrying an order for Colonel Barnard to oceupy the
breach. The enemy's fire liad ceased, yet none ofthe storming-party knew
whether we were successful or not. Itold the prince Iwas just come from
the castle, which was occupied in forcé. As we approached the breach the
steneh of burnt hair and scorched flesh was horrible, and on the crest of the
glacis the dead and wounded lay in such numbers itwas impossible to pass
without treading on them.""

Here Ialso found but three ladders, one broken so as torender ituseless.On arriving at the curtain-breach, some men ofthe light división assisted nv
in removing from the top ihe chevaux de frise of sword-blades andpikes."

Letle; from Major Squire, of the Engineers.

[Extract.]
"April8, 1812.

The enemy made a most obstínate resistance, and had preparad the
breaehes in such a manner with chevaux de frise, planks with tenter-hooks,
shells and barréis ofgunpowder, that to enter them became impossible."

Extract from a Memoir on the Escalade of St. Vincent, by Captain Ellers
P. Ilopkins,fourth regiment.

"
The column halted a few yards from a breast-work surmounted with a

stockade and a chevaux de frise concealing a guard-house on the covered
way,and at this moment a most awful explosión took place, followed by
the most tremendous peáis ofmusketry. 'That is at the breaehes,' was the
whisper amongst our soldiers, and their anxiety to be led forward wasintense, but their firmness and obedience were equally conspicuous. The
moon now appeared. We could bear the French soldiers talking in the
guard-house, and their officers were visiting the sentries. The engineer offi
cer who preceded the column, said

'
now is the time;' the column instantly

moved to the face of the gateway. Itwas only at this moment that the
sentry observed us, and fired his alarm-shot, which was followed by mus-
ketry. The two companies of Portuguese carrying the scaling-ladders threw
them down, and deaf to the voices of their officers, made off. This occur-
rence did not in the least shake the zeal and steadiness of our men, who
occupied immediately the space left, and shouldering the ladders moved on.
We could not forcé the gate open, but the breast-work was instantly
crowded, and the impediments cut away sufficiently to allow of two men
entering abreast."— "The engineer officer was by this time killed. We had
no other assistance from that corps, and the loss was most severely felt at
this early period of the attack.""

The troops were now fast filling the ditch;they had severalladders, and Ishall never forget the momentary disappointment amongst
the men when they found that the ladders were too short."

"
The en-

emy took advantage of this to annoy us inevery way, rolling down beanis
of wood, fire-balls, &c, together with an enfilading fire."

We observed near us an embrasura unfurnished of artillery, its place
being occupied by a gabion filled with earth. Aladder was instantly placed
under its mouth, and also one at each side. This allowed three persons to
ascend at once, but only one at a time could enter m at the embrasure. The
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first ¿everal attempts were met with instant death. The ladders were even
now to.: short, and it was neeessary forone person to assist the other by
hoisting him up the erabrasure."

"
Some shots were fired from a build-

ing in tho town, and Colonel Piper was sent with a party to dislodge the
enemy, while General Walker, at the head ofhis brigade, attempted to clear
the rampart to the right, &e., &e."

The enemy retired from the building on our approach, and Colonel
Piper did not "return to the ramparts, but moved into the body of the town.
Could we have divested our minds of the real situation ofthe town itmight
have been imagined that the inhabitants were preparing for some grand féte, as
all the houses in the streets and squares were brilliantly illuminated, from
the top to the first floor, with numerous lamps. This illumination scene
ñas truly remarkable, not a living creature to be seen, but a continual low
buzz and whisper around us, and we now and then perceived a small lattice
gently open and re-shut, as ifmore closely to observe the singular scene of
a small English party perambulating the town in good order, the buglemai,
at the head blowinghis instrument. Some of our men and officers now fell
wounded; at first we did not know where the shots carne from, but soon
observed they were from the sills of the doors. We soon arrived at a large
church facing some grand houses, in a sort of square. The party here drew
up, and it was at first proposed to take possession of this church, but that
idea was abandoned. We made 6everal prisoners leading some mules laden
with loóse ball cartridges inlarge wicker baskets, which they stated they
were conveying from the magazines to the breadles. After securing the
prisoners, ammunition, &c, we moved from the square with the intention
of forcing our way upon the ramparts. We went up a small street towards
them, but met with such opposition as obliged us to retire with loss. We
again found ourselves in the square. There an English soldier carne up to

us who had been confined in the jail, probably a deserter. He said our

troops had attacked che castle and liad failed, but that the Freneh troops

had afterwards evaouated it. At this period rapid changes took place.

Several French officers carne into the square ;the town belonged to the

English ;the great Wellington was victorious. A scene of sad contusión

now took place ;several Freneh officers of rank, their wives and children,

ran into the square in a state of frenzy, holding little caskets containing

their jewds and valuables, and their children in their arms. The altuaüon
of these females was dreadful; they implorad our protection, and Ibelieve

this party escaped the plunder and pillage w.hich was now ui.fortunately

in progress. The scene that now commenced surpassed all that can be

imagined: drunkenness, cruelty, and debauchery the loss of many lives

andVeat destruction ofproperty was one boon for our victory Ihe otti

cera had lost all command of their men in the town; those who had gol

drunk and liad satisfied themselves with plunder congrégate.! in small par.
tios and fired down the streets. Isaw an English soldier pass through the

middlo of the street with a French knapsack on hia back; he received a

shot through his hand from some of the drunkards at the top of the .trocí ,

be merely turned round and said, Damn them, 1suppose they took me for
a Fronchman. An officer of the Brunsw.ckors, who was contending with a

soldier for the possession of a canary-bird, was shot dead by on of th.-,e

insane drunkards. Groups of soldiers were seo,, ln all placo, and con d

we have forgotten the diJtressing part of the scene never was there a more

complete masquerade. Some drossed as monto, some as friars, some ,n

court-dresses, uianv carrying furniture, cloth, provisión,, money, plato from
tho ohurebe-s ; the'miiitarv chest was oven got at by the soldier*.
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No. XII.

Section I.

ENGLISH PAPERS RELATING TO SOÜLTS AND MARMONT'S
OPERATIONS.

Colonel Le Mesurier, commandant of Almeida, to Brigadier-General Trant,"
Almeida, Mareh 28, 1812._ "When Itook possession of the fortress, ten days since, Ifound not a

single gun in a state for working; either owing to the want of side-nrmsor the illassortment of shot and ammunition not a single platform was laiddown, and scarcely a single embrasura opened in any part of the newly-
repaired fronts. Mypowder was partly in an outwork, partly in twobuildings
scarcely weather-proof, only one front of my covered way palisaded, andthe face ofone ofmy ravelins without any revétement whatever- the re-vétement throughout the whole of the nearly-repaired fronts not being
more than one-tlurd or one-fourth of its former height. Many of these de-fects have been remedied ;we have platforms and embrasuras throughout
the new fronts, the guns posted withtheir proper side-arms and shotpiles
and with a proper assortment of ammunition in the caissons; the bulk ofour powder and ordnance-cartridge being distributed in bomb-proofs • wehave formed a i-espectable entrenchment on the top ofthe breach of the m'inedravelin, which it is proposed to arm with palisades, but the almost totalwant of transport has prevented our being able to complete more than twofronts and a half of our covert way with those essential defences. Fromthis sketch you willcollect that, though the fortress is not to be walkedinto, itis yet far from being secure from the consequences of a resoluteassault, partieularly ifthe garrison be composed ofraw and unsteady troops

"

Extract from a Memoir of General Trant.
„, í'Of.1

*ao happened that on this same night Marmont had marched fromSabugal inorder to attack me in Guarda ;he liad at the least fivethousandinfantry, some reports made his forcé seven thousand, and he had five or
six hundred eavalry. My distrust of the militia with regard to the execu-
tion of precautions such as Ihad now adopted, had induced me at all timesto liave a drummer at my bed-room door in readiness to beat to arms- andthis was most fortunately the case on the night ofthe 13th April 1812 forthe very first intiniation Ireceived of the enemy being near at 'hand wasgiven me by my own servant, on bringing me my coffee at daybreak of the14th. He said such was the report in the street, and that the soldiers wereasseinbling at the alarm rendezvous in the town. Iinstantly beat to arrasand the beat being as instantly taken up by every drummer who heard itMarmont, who at that very moment was with his cavalry at the very en-trance of the town (quite open on the Sabugal side more than elsewhere.)retired. He had cut oft the outposts without their firing a shot, and hadhe only dashed headlong into the town, must have captured Wilson's andmy militía divisions without losing probably a single man. Iwas myselfthe first out of the town, and he was not then four hundred yarda from itretinng at a slow pace. Ilost no time in forming my troops in position!
and sent my few dragoons lnobservation. When at a couple of miles dis-tant, Marmont drew up fronting Guarda, and itturned out, as Iinferredthat he expected infantry."
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lord Wellington to SirN. Trant._ '

Castello Branco, April17,1812.
\u25a0

h
EAE ,'TI a,

'T?d here about two houl's ««o- Marshal Beresford re-ceived your letter of the 13th upon the road and Ireceived that of til2th from General Encellar this Lrning. W¿ shall move onis soon as tiltroops come up ;it w-ould appear that the French are collecting more forcéupon the Águeda and Coa You should take care of yourselve! on Gnaídaifthey should collect two divisions at or in the noighborhood of SabZalGuarda is he most ti-eacherous position in the country, although vory^
cessary to hold. Ishould prefer to see an advanced guard upón T/ andthe main body on the Mondego behind. Have you saved my magazines atColérico Iendose a letter for the eommissary there, anVoneS fo DonCarlos dEspagna. Pray forward both; the former is to order forward
write

S
to

PCS
asTh

Celel'1CO
p SWthis letter to General Bacella :T don'twiite to him asIhave no Portuguese withme," &c,&a. «« Wellington."

Ditto to ditto.
,,7. a \u25a0. _•

"
Pedrogao, April21, 1812.

min. l<\ 777} ha™receh 'ed y»" letter of the 15th. and you willsee tymine of the\u25a0 17th, written as soon as Iknew that your división and that ofGeneral Wilson were on Guarda, that Iexpected what happened, and thatIwished you to withdraw from that position. In fact, troops ought not tobe put n a strong position ,n which they can be turned ifthey have not an
thoWfo %T

*
''A and lfy°V,adyert t0 that P''incÍP le in *»•and íook a"the position of Guarda, you willagree withme that it is the most troache-ous position m Portugal Ican only say that, as Marmont attacked you,amdelighted that you^ have got off so well; which eircumstance Iattri-bute to your early decisión not to hold the position, and to the good dispo-sitions which you made for the retreat from it."

Asto your plan to surprise Marmont at Sabugal, youdid not attempt toput it in execution and it is useless to say anythiiig about it, Iwould ob-serve however upon one of your principies, viz., that the magnitude of theobject would justify the attempt, that in war, partieularly iu our situationana with such troops as we, and you inparticular command, nothing is sobad as failure and defeat. You could not have succeeded in that attempt
and you would have lost your división and that of General Wilson. Igiveyou my opinión very freely upon your plans and operations, as you have
written me upon them, begging you at the same time to believe that Ifeelfor the difficultyof your situation, and that Iam perfectfy salisfied that
both you and General Wilson did everything that officers should do withsuch circumstances, and that Iattribute to you the safety of the two divi-
sions Ishall be at Sabugal to-morrow or the next day :and Ihope to seeyou before we shall agam be more distant from each other

"
<fcc <fcc"Wellington."

Section IL

FRENCH PAPERS RELATING TO SOULTS AND MARMONT'S
OPERATIONS.

Translated Extraéis from Soult's intercepted despatches.
"Seville, April14, 1812."

Iendose copies ofa letter from the Duke of Ragusa, dated 22d Februa.ry.and another from General Foy, dated Velvia de" Jara, 28th Februarr
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which announced positively that three divisions of infantry and one
división of cavalry of the army of Portugal would join me ifBadajos was
attacked; but those divisions, fifteen days afterwards, marched into Oíd
Castile at the moment when they knew that all the English army was
moving upon Badajos, and at the instant when I,in virtue of yourHigh-
ness's (Berthier's) orders, had sent five regiments of infantry and two of
cavalry, and my skeleton regiments to Talayera. Itis certain that ifthose
three divisions had remained in the valley ofthe Tagus, the enemv would not
have attacked Badajos, where they could have been fought to"advantage."

The contrary has arrived. Ihave been left to my own forces, which
have been reduced by fifteen thousand men as Ihave stated above. and not
even a military demonstration has been made much less succor, because the
attack on Beira could not influence the siege and did not."

—"Badajos fell
by a

'
coitp de fortune,' because it was not inhuman foresight to think that

five thousand men defending the breach successftilly, would suffer a surprise
on a point where no attack was directed, and when Iwas within a few
marches with twenty-four thousand men strongly organized."

IfIhad received your Highness's letter when Iwas before the English,
Imight, although unaided by M. Marmont, and numerically inferior, have
given battle to save Badajos ;but Ishould probably have been wrong, and
Ishould have lost the forcé Ileft in Andalusia, where not only Seville was
invested, and my communications cut, but a general insurrection was com-
mencing. Happily Iheard iu time of the fallof Badajos ; but Ihave not
even yet opened my communications withNew Castile, Granada, or Malaga.
Ihave however preparad in time to deliver a great battle on my own
ground

—
Andalusia."

The Emperor of course cannot fbresee all things, and inhis orders natu-
rally meant that his Generáis should act with diseretion on such occasions;
henee ifMarmont had only made demonstrations on Beira with a part of
his army, and had crossed the Tagus to unite with my troops, the siege
would have been raised before the breach was practicable. Marmont had
nothing before him, and he knew Wellington had passed the Guadiana and
commenced the siege :Isay that all the üglish army had passed the Gua-diana, and this was its disposition."

General Graham coiimianding the first corps of observation liad the sixth
and seventh divisions of infantry and Cotton's cavalry, two thousand five
hundred strong, with thirty guns. This corps pushed my right wing to
Granja and Azagua, at the

'
debouche' of Fuente Ovejuna, while Hill, with

the seeond and third divisions, twelve hundred cavalry under Erskine, and
twelve guns, moved on my extreme right in the direction of La Lerena
from Beíendenzer."

Wellington carried on the siege in person, having the fourth división,
part of the third división, a Portuguese corps, and Iam assured he has also
two or three thousand Spaniards, which made round the place eighteen
thousand men."

The fifth división remained at first on the right bank of the Tagus with
a brigade ofcavalry ;but they were also called up and carne to Elvas on
the 4th or ñth of April. The best accounts gave Wellington thirty thousand
men, and some make him as high as forty thousand, at'the moment when I
was before him at Villalba; and ifthe army of Portugal liad joined me with
twenty-five thousand men, Badajos would have beeu saved or retaken :and
a great victory would throw the English back into their lines. Iwas not
strong enouglí alone ;and besides the loss 1 should have sutfered Icould
not have got back in time t>. save my troops iu Andalusia.
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The English did not hide their knowledge that Marmont was gathering

in León; but they knew he had no battering-train, and that the wasted
state of the country would not permit him to penétrate far into Portugal
So measured, mdeed, were their operations, that it is to be supposed they
had intercepted some despatch which explained the system of operation andthe irresolution of Marmont."

"Your Highness tells me 'Ishould not have left Hillafter his last move-
ment in December on Estremadura, nor have permitted him to take my
magazines:' Isay he has taken nothing from me. The advanced guard at
Merida lived from day to day on what was sent to them from La Lerena. Iknow not if some of this has fallen into his hands ;but itcan be but little.
But at this period Wellington wished to besiege Badajos, and only sus-
pended it because of the rain, which would not let him move his artillery
and because three divisions of the army of Portugal were in the valley of
the Tagus. Ifthey had remained, the siege would not have been under-taken, and Marmont knew this ; for on the 22d February he wrote to me to
say that, independent of those three divisions under Foy which he destined
to send to the aid of Badajos, he himself would act so as to surmount the
difliculties which the state of his munitions opposed to his resolution to
defeat the enemy's prqjeets."

"Ifyour Highness looks atthe states of the 14th April,you willsee that
Ihad not, as you suppose by your letter of 19th February, forty thousand
men;Ihad only thirty-five thousand, including the garrison of Badajos,
out of which Ihad brought with me twenty-four thousand, the rest being
employed before Cádiz, at Seville, in Grenada and Murcia, and against Bal-
lesteros. You must consider that fifteen days before the English passed
the Guadiana Ihad sent five regiments of infantry, two of cavalry, and
many skeletons upon Talavera, in all fifteen thousand men ;and sinco two
years Ihave sent many other skeleton regiments to France, being more
than fifteen thousand men changing their destination or worn out, without
having yet received the troops from the interior destined for my army,
although these are borne on the states; besides which,Ihave four thousand
men unfit for the field who ought to go to France, but Iam forced to em-
ploy them in the posts. Ballesteros has, besides the arm of Murcia, ten
thousand men; and in Murcia the Spaniards are strong, because . the fugi-
tives irom Valencia liad joined two divisions which had not been engaged
there,_ and thus, including tho garrisons of Alicant and Carthagena, they
liad fifteen thousand men. Suchet's operations havo certainly producod
great results, but for one moment havo hurt me, because all who fly from
him come back upon my left flank at a moment when Ihave only three
battalions and four hundred cavalry to oppose them at Grenada only. I
have sent my brother there iu haste to support them. The English, Portu-
guese, and Spanish at Cádiz, Gibraitar, and on the ocean could also at any
time descend with ten or twelve thousand men on any part of my line, and
Iwant at least as many tooppose them and guard my posts. Imay there-
fore be accused of having carried too many men to the reüef of Badajos;
and that army was not strong enough, though excellcnt in quality.
"Icannot hold twenty thousand men, as your highness desires, on the

Guadiana unless Iam reinforced, especially since the faU of Badajos ;but
as soon as Iknow the English have repassed that river, all my right underD'Erlon, i. e.:nine regiments of infantry and four of cavalry, aud twelve
guns, shall mareh into the interior of Estremadura and oeeupy Medellin,
Villafranca, and eveu Merida, and, ifpossible, hold in check the garrison of
Badajos and the English corps left in Alemtejo, aud so prevent any grand
movement up the valley of the Tagus against Madrid.
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Since my return here the demonstrations of the English appear directedto invade Andalusia so far as to have obliged me to unfurnish many points
and even in a manner raise *iiesiege ofCádiz; Graham has come toLerena,
and Cotton to Berlanga, where we had an affair, and lost sixty men." "Ihave ordered D'Erlon to repass the Guadalquivir, and come to me to fightthe English if they advance; ifnot, he shall go on again, and Ithink thefinglish general willnot commit the fault of entering the mountains, thouehhe says he willl" 8

No. XIII.

Section L

SUMMARY OF THE FORCÉ OF THE ANGLO-PORTUGUESE ARMY
tLfiT1?^^ PBRI0DS

-
EXCLUSIVE OF DRUMMERS ANDARTILLERYMEN.

October 1, 1811.
—

Cavalry.
Present.

British
Portuguese

3571
1373

Sick. Command. Prisoners.
1114 947 298

256 1140
_ Total.

5930
2769

Total Cavalry ****
1370 2087 298 8699

Infantry.
British
Portuguese

29530 17,974 2663 1684 51,85123,689 6,009 1707 75 31480
Total Infantry. 53,219 23,983 4370 1759 83,331

Total, including serjeants, 58,263 sabres and bayonets in the

January 8, 1812.
—

Cavalry.
British 4949

613
841 741

43 275
6531
931

Portuguese. ..
Total Cavalry 5562 884 1016 7462

Infantry.
British
Portuguese

30,222 11,4U 2827
20,455 4,849 2360

—
44,463

51 27,715
Total Infantry. 50,677 16,263 5187 51 72,178

Total, including serjeants, 56,239 sabres and bayonets in th»

Nora.—The abuses and desertions in the Portuguese eavalry had been sogreat that one división was suppressed.
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April5, 1812.— Cavalry.

Sick. Command. Prisoners. Total.
664 755 3 6048

9 492
—

848

British.
Portuguese.

Present;
4299

Total Cavalry.... 4646 573 1247 3 6896

Infantry.. 26,897 11,452. 20,224 5,532
British
Portuguese

2779 2 40,703
1507 18 27,281

Total Infantry. 47,121 16,984 4286 20 67,984

Sabres and Bayonets
Field Artillerymen
Gunners in the Batteries

51,767
1,980

900

General Total.. 54,647

Note.— The heavy Germán cavalry were in the rear at Estremos, and two Portugueae
regiments were inAbrantes.

TROOPS EMPLOYED AT THE SIEGE OF BADAJOS, APRIL, 1812

Light División.,
Third División.
Fourth División
FifthDivisión..

British.
2679
2882
2579
2896

11,036
Portuguese.

Hamilton's División.
Light División
Third División
Fourth División....
FifthDivisión

4685
858
976

2384
1845

10,748

Total 21,784

ALLIED COVERING CORPS IN APRIL, 1812.

Cavalry under General HilL
—

Left Wing.
British....
Portuguese

1,130
Infantry ditto.

British
Portuguese. . 6156

2385
8,541

Total under General Hill 9,671
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Caval^under General Graham
—

Right Wing.

3517British
Portuguese

3,517
Infantry ditto.

British
Portuguese, 10,154

5,896
16,050

Total under General Graham 19,567

General Total of the covering army, exclusive of the artillerymenthe boavy Germán cavalry, who remained in the rear at Estremos, 29sabres and bayonets.
'

Seotion II.
SUMMARY OF THE ANGLO-PORTUGUESE LOSSES AT BADAJí

1812.

ASSAULT.

British Loss.
Killed. Wounded.

Generáis
Staff

Artillery 2
Engineers 5

Officers. Soldiers.
20
5

Total 7

Light División.
—

Line.

43rd
52nd
95th, lst bat.
95th, 3rd bat.

Officers.
18 .
18 .
14 .
8 .

Soldiers.. 329. 305. 179. 56

Total.
347 > ,
323 jb

193
64

Total ... 58

Third División.
5th

45th
74th
77th
83rd
88th
94th



Officers.
7th

23rd
27th
40th
48th

Soldiers,
163

Total.. 180. 151. 185. 140. 173

134
170
124
154

Fifth división.

lst
4th
9th

30th
3Sth
44th

6
5
9

126
37
95

60th*
Brunswick Oels*

Total British loss at the assault.
Officers. Sergeants. Soldiers.

560 killed )
1983 wounded [-30:

21missmg )

Total Portuguese loss at the assault.

141 killed "i
468 wounded >

32 missing )

Grand Total 3203

British loss during thewholesiege

I
251 \u25a0

715 killed )
2578 wounded \ 3

30 missing )
Portuguese loss during the whole siege

H
:;-\u25a0

137 killed 1
687 wounded >•

30 missing )

General Total 4179

*These regiments were attached by companies to the third, fourth, and fifthdivisio.
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Section IIT.
SUMMARY OF THE FRENCH FORCÉ IN SPAIN AT DIFFERENTPERIODS, EXTRACTED FROM THE IMPERIALMUSTER-ROLLS.

Under arms. Detached. Absent. Efecttm.• . ,„,. fe.¥ cn
-

H°rse«- Men. Horses. Hosn. Pris Men H»™«¿SSSfe!-.?.? 1-:\u25a0»«\u25a0"« 8^«> 50,802 10,869 41,45? „ K^Sk KjKt
ílnM,,ri.li^___________________________. ._______I_______S !-\u25a0'-': 832917,361 8,929 81

Total 279,687 41,593 50,588 10,869 42,433 „ 872,841 52,467

January, 1812.. .258,156 41,049 22,805 5,434 42,056 „ 824,933 42,848

Reserve"! 86'59
°

12'224 8'814 38'504 " 2S6
-
440 40,461

Bay011 ne^H 4,038 157 86 85 865 „ 4,989 192
¡44,692 86,747 12,260 8,849 84,869 „ 291,379 40,653

Observatism.— InSeptember, 1811, an army of reserve, consisting of twodivisions of infantry and one of cavalry, with artillery, inall 20,287 underarma, was formed for the armée du midi

lst August, 1811
Under Arms.

Men. Horses.
Detached.

Men. Horses.
Hospital. Effeetive.

Armée du Midi 50,597 10,008 82,043 5,859 11,836

BMen. Horses
\u25a0l.l!ir> |
H".118 i\u25a0.si;

I557.
6.692 I

E6,788 \
I 2.284 |

\u25a0ac.iiT i

H2.4.89 i\u25a0»,S31 1

H4.2D4 .
1,268 I

80,095 1
2S8

94,508 4.6C8

du Centre. 16,540 8,729 891 64 1,781 18,712 8,793

de Portugal 88,392 5,826 7,901 3,100 10,424 8,926

d'Aragón. 45,102 5,718 1,397 8S8 5,458 51,957 6,106

dn Nord 88,092 11,020 7,617 1,805 6,654 102,413 12,825

de Catalogne 28,553 1,868 1,158 158 5,805 1,521

Total._.. 262,276 87,669 50,502 10,869 41,452 854,418 \ 48,588
Reinforcements.. 17,861 3,929 SI „ 981 18,428

tíeneral Total.... 279,637 41,508 50,583 10,869 42,443 872,841 \ 52 467
18,190 j

'

STATE OF THE IMPERIAL GUARDS.
15th August, 1811

Under arms. Detached. Hospital. BffecKve.
Men. Horses. Men.
12,797 8,193 8,944

Horses. Men. Horses.1,169 17,613 8,179


