
taken away, and tlieyliad- entertan irá memselves
a good while with Sancho's relíshing conversa-
tion, on a suelden they heard the dismal sound
of a fife, and also that of a hoarse and unbraced
drum. They all discoverecl some surprise at the
confused, martial, anddolefulharmony; especiaily
Don Quixote, who could not contain himself in
his seat through puré emotion. As for Sancho,
it is enough to say, that fear carried him to his
usual refuge, Avhich Avas the Dutchess's side, or
the skirts of her petticoat: for the sound they
heard Avas really and truly niost horrid and me-
lancholy. And, Avhile they Avere thus in suspense
they perceived two men enter the garden, ciad
in mourning robes, so long and extended, that
they trailed upon the ground. They carne beat-
ing two great drums, covered also Avith black.
.By their side carne the fife,black and frightfullike
the rest. These three were folloAved by a per-
sona'ge of gigantic stature, not ciad, but mantled
about with a robe of the blackest dye, the train
of which Avas of a monstrous length. This robe
Avas girt about with a broad black belt, at Avhich
there hung an unmeasurable scimitar ina black
scabbard. His face was covered with a trans-
parent black veil, through which appeared a
prodigious long beard as Avhite as snow. He
marched to the sound of the drums Avith much
gravityand composure. In short, his huge bulk,
h.is stateliness, his blackness, and his attendants,



might very Avell surprise, as they did, all, who be-
held him, and were not in the secret. Thus he
carne, with the state and appearance afqresaid,
and.kneeled down before the Duke, who, Avith
the rest, received him standing. But the Duke
would in no Avise sufFer him to speak, tillhe rose

up. The monstrous spectre did so; and as soon

as he was upon his feet he lifted up-his veil, and
exposed to view the horridest, the longest, the
whitest, and best furnished beard, that human
eyestill thenhad ever beheld; and stráight he sent
forth, from his broad and ampie breast, a voice
grave and sonorous: and, fixinp- his eyes on the
Duke, he said:

"
Most mighty and puissant Sir,

Iam called Trifaldin of the White Beard: Iam
squire to the Countess Trifaldi, otherwise called
the Afflicted Matron, from whom Ibriiig your
Grandeur a message; Avhich is, that your Mag-
nificence would be pleased to give her permis-
sion and leave to enter, and teil her distress,
which is one of the newest and most wonderful,
that the most distressed thought in the Avorld
could ever have, imagined: but, first, she desires
to knoAV Avhether the valoróus and ínyincible Don
Quixote de laMancha resides inthis your castle ; in
quest of Avhom she is come on foot, and without
breaking her fast, from the kingdom of Gandaya
to this your territoiy; a thing Avhich may and
ought to be considered as a iniracle, or ascribed
to the forcé of enchantment. She Avaits at the



door of this fortress, or country-house, and only
stays for your good pleasure to come in." Having
said this, he hemmed, and stroked his beard from
top to bottom with both his hands, and with
much tranquillity stood expecting the Duke's an-
SAver, Avhich was:

"
Itisnow many days, honest

squire Trifaldin of the White Beard, since Ave

have had notice of the misfortune of my Lady
the Countess Trifaldi, Avhom the enchanters have
occasioned to be called the Afflicted Matron.
Tell her, stupendous squire, she may enter, and
that the valiant Knight Don Quixote de la
Mancha is here, from Avhose generous disposi-
tion she may safely promise herself all kind of
aid and assistance. Tell her also from me, that
ifmy favour be necessary, itshall not be Wanting,
sinceIam bound to itby being a Knight; for to
such it particularly belongs to protect all sorts
of Avomen, especially injured and afflicted ma-
trons, such as her Ladyship." Trifaldin, hear-
ing this, bent a knee to the ground, and making
a sign to the fife and drums to play, he Avalked
out of the garden to the same tune, and withthe
same solemnity as he carne in, leaving every one
in Avonder at his figure and deportment.

The Duke then, turuing toDon Quixote, said:"
In short, renowned Knight, neíther the clouds

ofmalice, ñor those of ignorance, can hide or ob-
scure the light of valour and virtue. ThisIsajr,
because itishardly six days that your Goodness



has been in this castle, Avhen, behold, the sorroAV-

fuland afflicted are already come in quest of you,
from far distant and remóte countries, and not in
coaches, or upon dromedaries, but on foot, and
fasting, trusting, they shall find, in that stre-

nuous arm of yours, the remedy for their troubles
and distresses; thanks to your grand exploits,
which run and spread themselves over the whole
face of the earth."

—
"Iwish,my Lord Duke," an-

swered Don Quixctle, "
that the same ecclesiastic,

who the other day expressed so much illwilland so
great a grudge to Knights-errant, were iioav here,
that he might seeAvith his eyes, Avhether or no such
Knights as those arenecessary inthe Avorld:atleast
he would be made sensible, that the extraordina-
rilyafflicted and disconsolate in great cases, and
inenormous mishaps, do not flyfor a remedy to
the houses of scholars, ñor to those of country
parish priests, ñor to the cavalier, wlro never
thinks of stirring from his.own town, ñor to the
lazy courtier, Avho rather inqu.ires afternews to tell
again, than endeavours tope.rform actions and ex-
ploits for others to relate or write ofhim. Remedy
for distress, reliefinnecessities, protection bfclara-
seis, and consolation of widows, are no where so
readily tobe found, as among Knights-errant; and
that Iam one, Igive infinite thanks to Heaven,
and shall not .repine- at any hardship or trouble,
that can befall me in so honourable an exercise.
Let this matron come, and make Avhat request she



pleases : for Iwill cdnimit her redress to the
forcé of my arm, and the intrepid resolution of
my courageous spirit."

CHAP. XXXVII
IN WHICH IS CONTINUED THE FAMOUS ADVENTURE OF

The Duke and Dutchess Avere extremely de-
lighted to see how Avelí Don Quixote ansAvered
their expectation ; and here Sancho. said: "I
should be loath, that this madam duenna should
lay any stumbling-block in the Avay of my pro-
mised government ;for Ihave heard an apothe-
cary ofToledo, Avho talked like any goldfinch,
say, that, where duennas have to do, no good
thing can ere ensue. Ods my lifel Avhat an
enemy Avas that apothecary to them ! and there-
fore, since all duennas are troublesoine and im-
pertinent, of Avhat quality or condition soever
they be, Avhat must the afflicted be, as they sav
this same Countess Three-skirts or Three-tailsis?
for iiímy country, skirts and tails, and tails and
skirts, are all one."

—"Peace, friend Sancho," said
Don Quixote:

"for, since this lady duenna comes
in quest of me from so remote a country, she
cannot be one of those the apothecary has inhis
list. Besides, this is a Countess ; and when
Countesses serve as duennas, itmust be as at-
iendan ts. upon Qüeens and Empresses; for iri

THE AFFLICTED MATRON



their own houses they command, and are served

by other duennas." To this Donna Rodriguez,

who was present, answered: "MyLady Dutchess
has duennas in her service, whomight have been
Countesses, if fortune had pleased ; but laws go

on Kings' errarais ;and let no one speak illoí

duennas, especially of the ancient maiden ones ;

for though Iam not of that number, yetIwell
know, and clearly pe.rcei.vf, the advantage a mai-

den duenna has over a widow duenna; though a

pair of shears cut us all out of the same piece."-—
"

For all that," replied Sancho,
"

there is still so

much to be sheared about your duennas, as my

barber tells me, that it is better not to stir the
rice, though itburn to the pot."

—
"These squires,"

said Donna Rodriguez, "are always our enemies;
and, as they are a kind of fairies, that haunt the
antichambers, and spy us at every turn, the hours
they are not at their beads, Avhich are notafew,

they employ in speaking illofus, unburyingour
bones and burying our reputations. But let me

tell these moving blocks, that, in spite of their
teeth, Ave shall Uve in the Avorld, and in the best
families too, though we starve for it, and cover
our delicate or not delicate bodies with a black
Aveed, as people co\rera dunghill with a piece of
tapestry on a procession-day. In faith, ifI
might, and had time,IAvould make allhere pre-
sent, and all the worldbesides, know, that there
is no virtue, bivt is contained in a duenna," —

\u25a0"I



amof opinión, "said the Dutchess, "thatmy good
Donna Rodriguez is inthe right, ancl very much so:
but she must wait for a fitopportunity to stand up
for herself, and the restof the duennas, toconfound
the illopinión of that wicked apothecary, and
root out that, Avhich the great Sancho has in his
breast." To whichSancho answered: "Ever since
the fumes of government have gót into myhead,
Ihave lost the megrims of squireship, and ¿are
not a fig for all the duennas in the World."

This dialogue about duennas Avould have con-
tinued, had they not heard the drum and fife
strike up again ;by which they understood, the
afflicted matron Was just entering. The Dutchess
asked the Duke, Avhether it was not proper to o-o
and meet her, since she was a Countess, and a peí-
son ofquality."— "

As she is a Countess," quoth
Sancho, before the Duke could answer, "

it is
very ityour Grandeurs should go to receive her <;

but, as she is a duenna, í am of opinión yoü
should not stir a step/

—"
Who bid you inter-

meddie inthis matter, Sancho?" said Don Quixotev"Who, Sir ?" ansAverecl Sancho :
"
Imyself, Avho

have a right to intermeddle as a squire, that has
learned the rules ofcourtesy inthe school ofyout
Worship, Avho is the bestbred Knight courtesy

ever produced i and in these matters, as íhave
heard your Worship say, one may as we11 lose
the game by acard too much as acard too littié;-
and a word to the wise."-—"Itis even as Sancho



s-ays," added the Duke :
"

we shall soon see

what kind of a Countess this is, and by that we

shall judge wfeat courtesy is due to her." And
noAV the drums and fife entered, as they did the
first time. And here the author ended this short
chapter, and began another withthe continuation
of the same adventure, being one of the most

notable in the history.

CHAP. XXXVIII.

SN WHICH AN ACCOUNT IS GIVEN OF THE -AFÍLICTE»

matron's MISFORTUNE.

After the doleful music, there began to enter

the garden tAvelve duennas, divided into two files,

all ciad in large mourning habits, seemingly of
milled serge, Avith Avhite veils of thin muslin, so

long, that only the border of the robe appeared.
After these carne the Countess Trifaldi, whom
aquire Trifaldin of the White Beard led by the
hand. She Avas ciad ina robe of the finest serge;
each grain of which, had it been napped, Avould
have been of the size of a good rounceA Tal pea.
The train, or tail (cali it Avhich you avíII), Avas

divided into three corners, supported by three
pages, ciad also in mourning, making a sightly
and mathematical figure, Avith the three acute
angles, formed by the three corners ; from which



all that saw them concluded, she was from thence
called the Countess Trifaldi, as much as tosay,
the Countess of the Three Skirts : and Benengeli
says, that was the trath of the matter, and that
her right title was the Countess Lobuna, because
that earldom produced abundance of wolves ;
and, had they been foxes instead of wolves, she
would have been styled Countess Zorruna, it
being the custom in those parts for great persons
to take their titles from the thing or things, with
which their country most abounded. But this
Countess, in favour of the iicav out of her train,
quitted that ofLobuna, and took that of Trifaldi.
The twelve duennas, with the lady, advanced a
procession pace, their faces covered with black
veils, and not transparent like Trifaldin's, but so
cióse, that nothing could be seen through them
Now, upon the appearance of this squadron of
duennas, the Duke, Dutchess, and Don Quixote,
rose from their seats, as did all the rest, Avho be-
held this grand procession. The twelve duennas
halted and made a lañe, through Avhich the
Afflictedadvanced, Avithout Trifaldin's letting go
her hand. Which the Duke, Dutchess, and Don
Quixote seeing, they stepped forward about a
dozen paces to receive her. She, kneeling on the
ground, with a voice rathe.r harsh and coarse,
than fine and delicate, said :

"
May itplease your

Grandeurs to sparé condescending to do so great
a courtesy to this your A-alet ;Imean }'Ourhand-



maid : for such is my affliction, thatIshall not

be able to answer as Iought, because my strange

and unheard-of misfortune has carried aw-tf my
understanding, Iknow not whither; and sure it

must be a vast Avay of?, since the more Iseek it

the less Ifind it."—
"

He would want it, Lady
Countess," replied the Duke,

"
who could not

judgeofyour worth by your person, Avhich, Avith-

out seeing any more, merits the whole cream of
courtesy, and theAvhole flowerof Avell-bred cere-

monies;" and, raising her by the hand, he led her

to a chair cióse by the Dutchess, avIiq also re-

.ceived her with much civility. Don Quixote
held his peace, and Sancho was dying with impa-

tience to see the face of the Trifaldi, or of some

pne of her many duennas :butitAvas not possible,
tillthey of their own accord unveiled themselves.

V

Noav, allkeeping silence, aiid inexpectation,
who should break it, the afflicted niatron began
in these words :

"
Confident Iam, most mighty

Lord, most beautiful Lady, and most discreet by-
standers, that my most imserableness willfind in
vour most valorous breasts a prótection, no less
placid, than generous and dolorous : for such it
is, as is sufticient to mollify marbles, soften dia-
íríonds, and melt the steel ofthe hardest hearts in
the world. But,before itventures on the publie
stage of your hearing, not to say of your ears, I
should be glad to be informed, whether the re-
jgnedissimo Knight, Don Quixote de la Mam



cliissima, and his squirissimo Panza, be in this
bosom, circle, or company

"Panza," said
Sancho, before any body else could ansAver, "is

here, and also Don Quixotissjmo ; and therefore,
afflictedissimamatronissima, say Avhatyou have a
mindissima; for Aveare all rea.dy and preparedis-
simos to be your servitorissimos." Upon this
DonQuixote stood up, and directinghis discourse
to the afflicted matron, said :

"
Ifyour distresses,

afflicted Lady, can promise themselv.es any re-
medy from the valour or fortitude of a Knight-
errant, behold mine, Avhich, though Aveak and
scanty, shall all be emptoyed in your servi.ce. I
am Don Quixote de la Mancha, Avhose function
it is to succour the distressed of all sorts ; and
this being so, as it realty is, you need ñor, Ma-
dam, bespeak good will, ñor have recourse to

preambles, but plaijily,. and Avithout circumlocu-
tion, tell your griefs ;for you are Avithin hearing
ofthose, Avho knowhoAV to compassionate, ifnot
to redress them." Tlie afflicted matron hearing
this, made a show, as ifshe Avould prostrate her-
s.elf at Don Quixote's feet; and actually did so;
and, struggling to kiss them,.. said: "Iprostrate

myself, O invincible Knight, before these feet
and legs, as the basis and pillars of Knight-
errantry: these feet avíIIIkiss, on Avhose steps
the Avhole remedy of my misfortune hangs and
depends, O va.lorous Errant, Avhose true exploits
.outstrip and obscure ,the fabulous ones of the



Amadises, Esplandians, and Belianises." And,
leaving Don Quixote, she turned to Sancho
Panza, and, taking him by the hand, said :

"
Oh

thou the most trusty squire, that ever served
Knight-errant, in the present or past ages, Avhose
goodness is of greater extent than the beard of
my companion Trifaldinhere present, Avell may-
est thou boast, that, in serving Don Quísote,
thou dost serve in miniature the whole tribe of
Knights, that ever handled arms in the Avorld:
Iconjure thee, by what thou OAvest to thy own
fidelity and goodness, to become an importúnate
intercessor for me with thy Lord, that he Avould
instantly favour the humblest and unhappiest of
Countesses." ToAvhich Sancho ansAvered: "Whe-
ther my goodness, Madam, be, or be not, as long
and as broad as your squire's beard, signifies little
to me : so that my soul be bearded and Avhisker-
ed, Avhen it departs this life,Icare littleor no-
thing for beards here beloAV : but, Avithout these
Avheedlings and beseechings, Iwill desire my
master, AvhoIknow has a kindness for me, espe-
cially now that he wants me for a certain busi-
ness, to favour and assistyour Ladyship in what-
ever he can. Unbundle your griefs, Madam,
and let usinto theparticulars; and leaA'e us alone
to rnanage, for Aveshall understand one another."
The Duke and Dutchess Avere ready to burst
with laughing at all this, as knowing the drift
of this adventure; and commended, in their



thoughts, the smartness and dissimulation of the
Trifaldi, Avho, returning toher seat, said :"

Of the famous kingdom of Candaya, which
lies between the; great Taprobana and the South
Sea, two leagues beyond Cape Camorin, Avas

Queen Donna Maguncia, avícIow of King Archi-
piela, her lord and husband; from which mar-
riage sprung the Infanta Antonomasia, heiress of
the kingdom ; which Infanta Antonomasia was

cducated under my care and instruction, as being
the most ancient duenna, and of the best qua-
lity, among those, that Avaited upon her mother.
Now, inprocess of time, the young Antonomasia
arrived to the age of fourteen, with such perfec-
tion of beauty, that nature could not raise it a
pitch higher: and, Avhat is more, discretion itself
Avas but a child to her ; for she Avas as discreet
as fair, and she Avas the fairest creature in the
Avorld, and is so still,ifenvious fates and hard-
hearted destinies have not cut short her thread
of life. But, surely, they have not done it; for
Heaven Avould never permit, that so much injury
should be done to the earth, as to tear offsuch an
unripe cluster from its fairest vine. Of this
beauty, never sufficiently extolled by my feeble
tongue, an infinite number of Princes, as Avell
natives as foreigners, grew enamoured. Among
Avhom, a private gentleman of the court dared to
raise his thoughts to tlie Heaven of so much
beauty, confiding in his youth, his gentcel finery,



his many abilities and graces, and the faeiiitg:
and felicity of his Avit: for Imust tell your
Grandeurs, ifit be no offence, that he touched
a o-uitar so as to make it speak. He was besides
a poet, and a fine dancer, and could make bird-

cao-es so well,as to get his livingby it,in case of

extreme necessity. So many qualifications and

endoAvments Avere sufficient to overset a moun-

tain, and much more a tender virgin. But all

his gentiíity, graceful behaviour, and fine ac-
complishments, avouIc! have signiíied little or no-

thing toAvards the conquest of my girl's fortress,
ifthe robber and ruffian had not artfully con-

trived to reduce me first. The assassin and bar-

barous vagabond began withendeavouring to ob-
tain my good will,and suborn my inclination,
that Imight, likea treacherous keeper asIAvas,

deliver up to him the keys of the fortress I
guarded. In short, he imposed upon my under-
stancling, and got from me my consent, bymeans
ofIknownot what toys and trinkets he presented
me Avith. But that, which chiefly broughf me
doAvn, and levelled me with the ground, Avas a
stahza, AvhichIheard him sing one night, through
a grate, that looked into an alley, where he stoocl ;
and, ifIremember right, the verses were these:,.

j

My cruel, yet delightful foe,
Withanxious pain my breast does fiUj

And farther to increase my vvoe,



"\u25a0 The stanza seemed to me to be ofpearls, and
his voice ofbarley-sugar ;and many a time since
have Ithought, considering the mishap Ifell
into, that poets, at least the lascivious, ought, as

Plato advised, to be banished from all good and
Avell-regulated commonwealths ; because they
Avrite couplets, not like those of the Marquis of
Mantua, Avhich divert, and make children and
Avomen Aveep, but such pointed things, as, like
smooth thorns, pierce the soul, and Avound like
lightning, leaving the garment Avhole and un-
singed. Another time he sung:

O Death, with steps so softly steal,
That Imay noí thy presence know,

Lest, dyingIsuch pleasure feel,
That life's chili'd streams again should flovv

—
with such other couplets and ditties as enchant,
Avhen sung, and surprise, when written. Now,
Avhen they condcscend to compose a kind of
verses, at that time in fashion in Gandaya, Avhich
they cali roundelays, they presently \u25a0 occasion a
dancing of the soul, a tickling of the fancy, a
perpetual agitation of the body, and, lastly, a
kind of quicksilver ofall the senses. And there-
foreIsay, most noble Auditors, that such versi-
fiers deserve to be banished to the isle ofLizards:
though in truth they are not to blame, but the
#impletons, Avho commend them, and the idiots,
who beliewe them: and, had Ibeen the honest



duenna Iought, his nightly- serenades had not
moAxd me, ñor had Ibelieved those poetical ex-

pressions: DyingIUve;in iceIbum;Ishiver
inflames; indespairIhope;Igo, yet stay;with
other impossibilities of the like stamp, of Avhich
their Avritings are fulk And Avhen they promise
us the phoenix of Arabia, the crowm of Ariadne,
the hairs of the sun, the pearls of the South Sea,
the gold of Tiber, and the balsam of Pancaya;
they then give their pen the greatest scope, as it
costs them little to promise what they never in-
tencl, ñor can perform. But, woe is me, un-

happy Avretch! whither doIstray? What folly
or Avhat madness hurries me to recount the faults
of others, having so many of my OAvn to relate ?
Woe is me again, unhappy creature! for not his
verses, but my OAvn simplicity, vanquished me :
not the music, but my levity, my great ignorance,
and my little caution, melted me down, opened
the Avay, and smoothed the passage for Don Cla-
vijo; for that is the ñame of the aforesaid cavalier.
And so, Ibeing the go-between, he Avas often in
the charnber of the betrayed, not by himbut me,
Antonomasia, under the title of her laAvful hus-
band: for, though a sinner, IAvould never have
consented, Avithout his being her husband, that
he should have come Avithin the shadoAV of her
shoe-string. No, no, marriage must be the fore-
runner ofany business of this kindundertaken by
me : oiily there Avas one mischief init, Avhich was-



the disparity between them, Don Clavijo beino-
but a prívate gentleman, and the Infanta Antono-
masia heiress, as Ihave alreacly said, of the
kingdom. This intrigue lay concealed and
wrapped up in the sagacity of my cautious ma-
nagement for some time, tiIIIperceived itbegan
to show itself inIknow not what kind of savcII-
ing of Antonomasia; the apprehension of Avhich
made us lay our three heads together: and. the
result was-, that before the unhappy síip should
come to light, Don Clavijo should demand An-
tonomasia inmarriage before the vicar, invirtue
of a contract, signed by the Infanta and given
him to be his wife, Avorded by my Avit, and in
such strong térras, that the forcé of Sampson was'
not able to break through it. The business Avas
put in execution; the vicar saw the contraer,
and took the lady's confession: she acknoAvledo-ed
the Avhole, and was ordered into the custody of
an honest atguazil of the court." Here Sancho
said: "What! are there court alguazils, poets,
and roundelays inGandaya too? Ifso, Iswear,
Ithink, the Avorld is the same every Avhere: but,
Madam Trifaldi, pray make haste; for itgroAVs
late, and Idie to hear the end of this very long
story."—

"
ThatIwill,"answered the Countess.,



ÍVHEREtN TRIFALDI CONTINÚES HER STUPSNDOUS AN&

MEMORABLE HISTORY

At every word Sancho spoke, the Dutchess was
in as high delight as Don Quixote was at his

wit's end; avIio commanded him to hold his
peace, and the Afflicted Avent on, saying :

"
In

short, after many pros and cons, the Infanta
Standing stiffly toher engagement, Avithout vary-

ing or departing from her first declaration, the

vicar pronounced senrence in favour of Don
Clavijo, and gave her to him to Avife: at which
the Queen Donna Maguncia, mother to the In-
fanta Antonomasia, Avas so much disturbed, that
we buried her in three days time."

—"
She died

then, Isuppose?" quoth Sancho.
"

Most as-

suredly," answered Trifaldin; "
for in Gandaya

they do not bnry the living but the dead."
—

»

"
Master squire," replied Sancho,

"
ithas hap-

pened, ere iioav, that a person in a SAVoon has
been buried for dead; and, in my opinión,
Queen Maguncia ought to have SAVOoned aAvay

rather than have died; for, Avhile there is life
there is hope; and the Infanta's transgression
was not so great, that she should lay it so much
to heart. Had the lady married one of her pages,
or any other servant of the family, as many others
have done, asIhave been told, the mischief had



been Avithout remedy; but, she having made
choice of a cavalier, so much a gentleman, and
of such parts as he is here painted to us, verily,
verily, though perhaps itAvas foolish, it Avas not

so very much so as some people think: for, ac-
cording to the rules of my master, Avho is here
present, and avíII not let me lie, as Bishops are
made out of learned raen, so Kings and Emperors
may be made out of cavaliers, especially ifthey
are errant."

—"
You are in the right, Sancho,"

said Don Quixote;
"

for a Knight-errant, give
him but two luches ofgood luck, is next to being
the greatest lord in the world But let Madam
Afflicted proceed: forIfancy the bitter part of
this hitherto sweet story is stillbehind."

—"
The

bitter behind !" answered the Countess : £í Ay,
so bitter, that, in comparison, worrmvood is
sweet, and me savoury."

The Queen being now dead, and not swooned
away, we buried her; and scarcely had Ave co-
vered her withearth, and pronounced the last fare-
well, Avhen, Quis taliafando temperet a lacrymisf
upon the Queen's sepulchre appeared, mounted
on a wooden horse, the giant Malambruno her
cousin-gennan, avIio, besides being cruel, is an
enchanter also, This giant, in revenge of his
cousin's death, and in chastisement of the bold-
ness of Don Clavijo, and the folly of Antono-
masia, left them both enchanted by his art upon
the very sepulchre; she being converted into a



monkey of brass, and he into a fearful crocodile
of an unknown metal ;and between them lies a

píate of metal likewise, Avith letters engraved
upon it in the Syriac language, which, being
rendered into the Candayan, and now into the
Castilian, contains this sentence: These twopre-
sumptuous lovers shall not recover their pristine
form, tillthe valorous Manchegan shall enter into
single combat withme:for the destinies reserve this

itnheard-of adventure for his great valour alone.
This done, he drew out of the scabbard a broad
and unmeasurable scimitar, and, taking me by the
hair of my head, he made sIioav as ifhe Avould
cut my throat, or whip off my head at a biow.
IAvas frightened to death, and my voice stuck in
my throat; nevertheless, recovering myself as

well as Icould, with a trembling and dolefuí
voice, Iused such entreaties as prevailed with
him to suspend the execution of so rigorous a

punishment. Finally, he sent for all the duennas
of the palace, being those here present, and, after
having exaggerated our fault, and inveighed
against the qualities of duennas, their wicked
plots, and Avorse intrigues, and cliarging them
Avithall that blame, whichIalone deserved, he
said; he Avould not chastise us with capital pu-
nishment, but Avith other lengthened pains,
which should put us to a kind of civiland per-
petual death: and in the A^ery instan t he had'
done speaking, we all felt the pores ofour faces



open, and a pricking pain all over them like the
pricking of needles. Immediately we clapped
our hands to our faces, and found them in the
eonditionyou shall see presently."

Then the Afflicted,and the rest ofthe duennas,
lifted up the veils, Avhich concealed them, and
discovered their faces all planted with beards,
some red, some black, some white, and some
piebald : at which sight the Duke and Dutchess
seemed to wonder, Don Quixote and Sancho
were amazed, and all present astonished; and
the Trifaldi proceecled : « Thus that wicked and
evil-minded felón Malambruno punished us, co-
vering the soft smoothness of our faces with the
ruggedness ofthese bristles: Avould to Heaven he
had struck ofF our heads Avithhis unmeasurable
scimitar, rather than have obscured the light of
our countenances Avith these brushes, that over-
spread them f For, noble Larda and Lady, ifwe
rightly consider it,and whatIam noAV going to
sayIwould speak Avith rivers of tears, but that
the considera tion ofour •misfortune, and the seas
our eyes have already Avept, keep them Avithout
moisture, and dry as the beards of corn ;and
therefore IavíH speak itwithout tears :Isay then,
whither can a duenna Avitha beard go? What
father or Avhat mother willbeAvail her ? Who avíIJ,
succour her ? For even Avhen her grain is the.
smoothest, and her face tortured Avitha thousand
sorts of Avashes and ointments, scarcely can she



find any body to show kindness to her ;what

must she do then, \vhen her face is become ai

wood ? Oh ye duennas, my dear companions, in
an unlucky hour wTere Ave born, and in an evil
minute did our fathers beget us ;"and, so saying,
she seenied to faint aAvay.

CHAP. XL

OF MATTERS RELATING AND APPERTAINING TO THIS

ADVENTURE, AND TO THIS MEMORABLE HISTORY.

In reality and truth, all, who delight in such
histories as this, ought to be thankful to its ori-

ginal author Cid Hamete, for his curious exact-

ness inrecording the minutest circumstances ofit,
without omitting any thing how trífling soever,

but bringing every thing distinctly to light. He
paints thoughts, discovers imaginations, answers
the silent, clears up doubts, resolves arguments ;
and, lastly, manifests the least atoras ofthe most

inquisitive desire. O most celebrated author !
O happy Don Quixote !O famous Dulcinea !O
facetious Sancho Panza !Live each joratly and
severally infinite ages, for the general pleasure
and pastime of the living!

Noav the story says, that, Avhen Sancho saAV

the Afflicted faint aAvay, he said :
"

Upon the
faith of an honest man, and by the blood of a?l
my ancestors, the Panzas, Iswear, Inever heard



or saw, ñor has my master ever toldme, ñor did
such an adventtre as this ever enter into his
thoughts. A thousand devils take thee (IAvould
not curse any body) for an enchanter, and a

giant, Malambruno !couklest thou find no other
kind of pnnishment toinflictupon these sinners,
but that of bearding them ? Had it not been
better (Iam sure it had been better for them) to
have whiptoff half their noses, though they had
snuffled for it, than to have clapped them on

beards ? Iwilllay a wager, they have not where-
with to pay for shaving." —"

That is trae, Six,"
ansAvered one of the twelve ;

"
we have not

whereAvithal to keep ourselves clean ;and there-
fore, to shift as AA-ell as Ave can, some of us use
sticking plaisters of pitch ;which being applied
to the face, and pulled off witlia jerk, Ave re-
main as sleek and smooth as the bottom of a
stone mortar : for, though there are Avomen in
Gandaya, who go from house to house, to take
off the hair of the body, and shape the eyebroAvs
and other jobs pertaining to Avomen, we, who
are my Lady s. duennas, Avould never have any
thing to do with them ;.for most of them smell
of the procuress, having eeased to be otherwise
serviceable : and ifAveare not reheved by Signor
Don Quixote, withbeards shall we be carried to
our graves."

—"\u25a0' Mine," criecLDon .Quixote"
shall be plucked oíf in the country of the



By this time Trifaldi Avas come to herself, and

said :
"

The mumuring sóund of that promise,
valorous Knight, in the midst of my swoon,

reached my ears, and Avas the occasion of my
coming out of it, and recovering my senses :and

So once again Ibeseech you, illustrious Errant,

and invincible Sir, that your gracious promises
may be converted into deeds."

—"
It shall not

rest at me," ansAvered Don Quixote :
"

inform
me, Madam, Avhat itisIam to do ; for my in-
clination is fully disposed to serve you."—" The
case is,"ansAvered the Afflicted,

"
that, from

henee to the kingdom of Candaya, ifyou go by
land, itis five thousand leagues, one or two more
or less ; but, ifyou go through the air in a direet
line, it is three thousand, two hundred, and
twenty-seven. You must knoAV also, that Ma-
lambruno told me, that, when fortune should
furnish me Avith the Knight, our deliverer, he
would send him a steed, much better, and with
fewer vicious tricks, than apost-horse returned to
his stage ; for itis tobe that very Avooden horse,
upon Avhich the valían t Peter ofProvence carried
off the fair Magalona. This horse is governed
by a pin he has in his forehead, which serves
fora bridle; and he flies through the. air Avithsuch
swiftness, that one Avould think the devil himself
Carried him. This same horse, according to an-
cient tradition, was the Avorkmanship of the sage
Merlin, who lent him to Peter, avIio was his



friend ,* upon which he took great journeys, and
stole, as has been said, the fair Magalona, carry-
ing her behind him through the air, and leaving
all, that beheld him from the earth, staring and as-
tonished: and he lent him to none but particular
friends, or such as paid him a handsome price.
Since the grand Peter to this time we know of
nobody, that has been upon his back. Malam-
bruno procured him by his art, and keeps him
inhis power, making use of him in the journeys
he often takes through divers parts of the Avorld:
to-day he is here, to-morrow in France, and the
next day in Potosí ;and the best of itis, that
this same horse neither eats ñor sleeps, ñor Avants
any shoeing, and ambles such a pace through the
air, without wings, that his rider may carry a-

dishful of Avater in his hand, without spilling a
drop, he travels so smooth and easy: whichmade
the fair Magalona take great delight in riding
him."

To this Sancho said :
"

For smooth and easy
goings, commend me to my Dapple, though he
goes not through the air;but by land, Iwill
match him against all the amblers in the world^
This made thQ company laugh, and the Afflicted
proceeded :

"
Now this horse, ifMalambruno

intends to put an end to our misfortune, willbe
here Avith us Avithinhalf an hour after it is dark;
for he toldme, that the sign, by whichIshould
be assured ofhaving found that KnightIsought



after, should be the sending me the horse to the
place, Where the Knight was, with conveniency
and speed."

— "And, pray," quoth Sancho,
"

how many can ride upon this same horse?"
—

"
Two persons," ansAvered the Afflicted;

"
one

in the saddle, and the other behind on the crup-

per: and generaily these two persons are the
Knight and his squire, when there is no stoíen

damsel in the case."
—"
Ishould be gtad toknow,

too, Madam Afflicted," quoth Sancho,
"

what this

horse's ñame is."—"
His ñame," answered the

Afflicted,
"

is not Pegasus, as was that of Bel-

lerophon; ñor Búcephalus, as was that of Alex-
ander the Great ;ñor Brigliador, as Avas that of
Orlando Furioso :ñor is it Bayarte, which be-
longed to Reynalctos ofMonta!van;- ñor Frontino,
which was Rogero's :ñor is it Bodtes, ñor Py-
fithous, as they say the horses of the sun are
called; neither is he called Orelia, the horse,

which the imfortunate Roderigo, the last king
of the Goths in Spain, niounted in that battle,
wherein he lost his kingdom and Ufe,"—•"Iwill
venture a wager," quoth Sancho,

"
since they

have given him none of those famous and well-
known ñames, neither have they given him
that of my master's horse Rozinante, which ín
propriety exceeds all, that have been hitherto
named."—

"
Trae," answered the bearded Coun-

tes» ;e< butgtiliitsuits him well: for he is called
Claviieño the winged; which ñame answers to



his being of Avood, to the peg in his forehead,
and to the swiftness of his motion ;so that, in
respect of his ñame, he may very well come in
competition Avith the renoAvned Rozinante."

—
"
Idislike not the ñame," replied Sancho :

"
but

with what bridle, or with Avhat halter, is he
guided ?"—"

Ihave already told you," ansAvered
the Trifaldi,

"
that he is guided by a peg, by

Avhich the rider, turning it this way or that,
makes him go, either aloft in the air, or else
sweeping, and, as itwere, brushing the earth ;
or in the middle región, Avhich is what is gene-
rally aimed at, and is to be kept to in all well-
ordered actions.""
Ihave a great desire to see him," answered

Sancho ;
"

but to think, that IavíII get upon
him, either in the saddle, or behind upon the
crupper, is to look for pears upon an elm-tree.
It were a good jest indeed, for me, who can
hardly sit myown Dapple, though upon a pannel
softer than very silk, to think now ofgetting
upon a crupper ofboards, Avithout either pillow
or cushion : in faith,Ido not intend to flay my-
self, to take oft'any body's beard :let every one
shave as he likes best ;Ishall not bear my master

company in so long a journey : besides, Iam
out of the qüestion ; forIcan be ofno service
towards the shaving these beards, asIam for the
disenchanting ofmyLady Dulcinea."

—
"Indeed

but you can, friend," ansAvered the Trifaldi,



"
and of so much service, that, Avithout you, as
Itake it, we are likely to do nothing at all."—*."

In the King's ñame," quoth Sancho,
"

what
have squires to do Aviththeir mas ters' adventures?
Must they run aAvay Avith the fame of those they
accomplish, and must Ave undergo the fatigue ?
Body of me ! did the historians but say; Such a
Knight achieved such and such an adventure,
Avith the help of such a one, his. squire, Avithout
Avhom ithad been impossible for him to finishit,
it were something: but you shall have them drily
write thus :

'
Don Paralipomenon of the Three

Stars, achieved the adventure of the six goblins:'
without naming his squire, who was present al!
the Avhile, as ifthere had been no such person in
the Avorld. Isay again, good my Lord and Lady,
my master may go by himself, and much good
may do him; forIwill stay here by my Lady
Dutchess ; and, perhaps, when he comes back,
he may find Madam Dulcineas business pretty
forward; forIintend, at idle and.leisure whiles,
to give myself such a Avhipping-bout, that not
a hair shall interpose.""

For all that, honest Sancho," said the
Dutchess, "

you mustbear him company, ifneed
be, and that at the request ofgood people; for
it would be a great pity the faces of these ladies
should remainthus bushy through your needless
fears."— "

In the King's ñame once more," re-
piied Sancho, "were this pieqe of charity under-



taken for modest sober damsels, or for poor in-
nocent hospital-girls, a man might venture upon
some pains-taking: but, to endure it to ridduen-
nas of their beards, Avith a murrain to them, I
had rather see them allbearded from the highest
to the iowest, and from the nicest to the most
slatternly."— \u25a0" You are upon very bad ternas with
the duennas, friend Sancho," replied the Dutchess,"

and are much of the Toledan apothecarys
mind :but in troth you are in the Avrong; forI
have duennas in my family, fit to be patterns
to all duennas ; and here stands Donna Rodrí-
guez, who willnot contradict me."

—"
Your

Excellency may say Avhat you please," replied
Rodriguez ;

"
for God knows the truth ofevery

thing, and, good or bad, bearded or smooth,
such as we are our mothers brought us forth, like
other women ;and since God cast us into the
Avorld, he knows for Avhat ;andIrely upon his
mercy, and not upon any body's beard AvhateA'er."

* Enough, mistress Rodriguez," said Don
Quixote; "and, Madam Trifaldiand Company,
Itrust in God, that he willlook upon your dis-
tresses withan eye ofgoodness; and as for San-
cho, he shall do whatIcommand him. IAvish
Clavileno were once come, and that Malambruno
and IAvere at it; forIam confident, no razor
would more easily shave your Ladyships' beards,
than my sword shall shave off Malambruno's
head from his shoulders: for, though God permits



the Avicked to prosper, it is but for a time."
—

"
Ah !" said the Afflicted, at this juncture,"
valorous Knight, may all the stars of the ce-

lestial regions behokl your Worship Avitheyes of
benignity, and infuse into your heart all pro-
sperity and courage, to be the shield and refuge

of our reviled and dejected order, abominated
by apothecaries, murmured at by squires, and
scofted at by pages !Illbetide the Avretcb, Avho,
in the flower of her age, does rather profess*
herself a nun, than a duenna ! Unfortunate

duennas ! though Ave Avere descended in a direct
male line from Héctor of Troy, our mistresses
willnever forbear thoidng us, were they to be
made queens for it. O giant Malambruno, Avho,
though thou art an enchanter, art very punetual
in thy promises, send us noAV the incomparable
Clavileno, that our misfortune may have an end;
for, if the heats come on, and these beards of
ours continué, wx>e be to us." The Trifaldiut-

téred this with so deep a concern, that she dreAV
tears from the eyes of all the by-standers, and
even made Sancho's OArerflow; and he purposed
in his heart to accompany his master to the far-
thest part of the Avorld, if the clearing of those
venerable faces of their wool depended on that.


