
take care of my house, and of my Avife and
•chuchen, Avithout knowing whether Ihaveeither?
What! is there nothing to do butto enter boldly
into other men's houses, to goArern the masters ?
And shall a. poor pedagogue, Avho never saAV

more of the world than Avhat is contained within
a district of tAventy or thirty Jeagues, set himself
at randorn to prescribe laws to chivalry, andto
judge of Knights-errant? Is it, then, an idle
scheme, and time thrown away, to range the
Avorld,not seeking its delights, but itsausterities,
by which good men aspire to the seat ofimmor-
tality? Ifgentlemen, ifpersons of Avealth, birth,
and quality, Avere to take me for a madman, I

should look upon it as an irreparable affront :
but to be esteemed a foolby pedants, Avho never

entered upon, or trod, the paths of chivalry, I
valué itnot a farthing. A Knight Iam, and a

KnightIwill die, if itbe Heaven's good Avilk
Some pass through the spacious field of proud
ambition ; others through that of servile and base

flattery; others by the way of deceitful liypo-
crisy; and some by that of true Religión: but I,

by the influence of my star, take the narrow path
of Knight-errantry, for the exercise of whichI
despise Avealth, but not honour, Ihave redressed
grievances, righted wrongs, chastised the inso-
len., vanquishéd giants, and trampled upon hob-
goblins: Iam in love, but only because Knights-
errant must be so; and, being so,Iam no tá<_tSRrs

V0L. III. A.A,
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lover, butachaste Platoiiic one. My intentions
are always directed to virtuous ends, to do good
to all, ancl hurt to none. Whether he, who
means thus, acts thus, ancl lives iñ the practice
of all this, deserves to be calied a fool, let your
Grandeurs judge, most excellent Duke and
Dutchess.""

Well said, i'faith!" quoth Sancho :
"

say
no more in vindication of yourself, good my
Lord and master ; for there is no more to be
said, ñor to be thought, ñor to be persevered in,
in the Ayorld: and besides, this gentleman deny-
mg, as he has denied, that there éter weré, or
are, Knights-errant, no Avonder ifhe -knows no-
thing of what he has been talking of."—

"
Per-

haps," said the ecclesiastic, "
you, Brother, are

that Sancho Panza they talk of, to whom your
master has promised an island."'

—"
Iam so,"

answered Sancho, "and am he, who deserves one
as Avell as any other lie Avhatever. Iam one of
those, of-whom they say, Associate with good
men, and thou wiltbe one pfthem; and of those,
ofAvhom itis said again, Not withwhom thou wert
bred, but with whom thou kastfed;. and, He that
leaneth against a good tree, a good shelter findet-h
he. Ihave leaned toa good master, and have kept
him company these many months, and shall be
such another as he, ifitbe God's good pleasure ;
and ifhe lives, and Ilive,neither shall.he Avant
kingdoms to ru¡e, ñorIislands to govern."—



"
That you shall not, friend Sancha," said the

Duke:
"for, in the ñame ofSignor Don Quixote,

Ipromise you the government of one of mine,
now vacant, and of no inconsicierable valué."—"Kneel, Sancho," said Don Quixote,

"
and

kiss his Excellency 's feet for the favour he has
done you." Sancho did so. Which the eccle-
siastic seeing, he got up from table in a great pet,
saying:

"
By the habit IAvear, Icould find in

myheart to say, your Excellency is as simple as
these sinners: Avhat Avonder if they are mad,
since wise men authorize their follies? Your Ex-
cellency may stay with them, ifyou please; but,
while they are in the house, IavíII stay inmy
own, and save myself the trouble of reproving
whatIcannot remedy." And, Avithout saying a
word, or eating a bit more, aAvay he went, the
entreaties of the Duke and Dutchess not avaiiing
to stop him; though indeed the Duke said not
much, through laugh ter, occasioned byliis absurd
passion

The laugh being over, he said to Don Qui-
xote:

"
Sir Knight of the Lions, you have an-

SAvered so Avell for yourself, that there reinaina
nothing to demand satisfaction for in this case:
for, though ithas the appearance of an affront,
it is by no means such, since, as women cannot
give an affront, so neither can ecclesiastics, as
you better know."

—"
Itis true," answered Don

Quixote,
"

and the reason is, that whoever



cannoí be affronted, neither can he give ai?

affront to any body. Women, chuchen, and
churchmen, as they cannot defend themselves,
though they are oft'ended, so they cannot be af-
fronted, because, as your Excellency better
knoAVS, there is this difference betAveen an injury
and an affront: an affront comes from one, Avho

can give it, does give it,and then maintains it;

an injury may come from any hand, Avithout af-
fronting. As for example :a person stands care-
lessly in the street-» ten others armed fallupon
him, and beat him ;he claps his hand to bis SAVord,
as he ought to do;but the number of his adver-
sarles hinders him from effecting his intention,

which is to revenge himself: this person is in-
jured, but not affronted. Another example will
confirm the same thing: a man stands Avith his
back turnee!; another comes and strikes him

Avith a cuclgek and runs for it, Avhen he has
done; the man pursues him, ancl cannot over-

take him :he, avIio received the bloAvs, received
an injury, but no affront, because the affront
must be maintained. Ifhe, who struck him,
though he did it basely and unawares, draAvs his
sword afterward, and stands firm, facing his
enemy, he, Avho was struck, is both injured and

affronted ;injured, because he Avas struck trea-

cherously, ancl affronted, because he, avIio struck
him, maintained what he had done by standing
his ground, and not stirring a foot. And there-



Ib-re, according to the established laws ofduel,I
may be injured, but not affronted: for Avomen

and children cannot resent, ñor can they fly,ñor

stand their ground. The same may be said of

men consecrated to holy orders : for these three
sorts of people want

-
offensive ancl defensi\-e

weapons; and, though they are naturally bound
to defend themselves, yet they are not to offend
any body. So that, though Isaid before, Iwas
injured, InoAv say, in no Avise; for he, who
cannot receive an affront, can much less giAre
one. For which reasons Ineither ought, ñor da
resent Avhat that good man said to me : onlyI
could have Avished he had staid.a little longer,

thatImight have convinced him of his error in
thinking and saying, that there are no Knights-
errant noAv, ñor ever Avere any in the Avorld: for
had Amadis, or any one of his numerous de-
seendants, heard this, Iam persuaded, it Avould

not have fared over well with his Reverence."—
"

That Iwill sAvear," quoth Sancho,
"

they
would have given him such a slash, as Avould

have cleft him from top to bottom, like any

pomegranate or over-ripe melón: they Avere not

folks to be jested with in that manner. By my
beads, Iam very certain, had Reynaldos of

Montalvan heard the little gentleman talk at

that rato, he would have given him such a gag,

that he should not have spoken a Avord more in

Jhree years. Aye, aye, let himmeddle withthen]
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and see how he willescape out of their hands."
The Dutchess Avas ready to die with laugh ter at

hearing Sancho talk; and, in her opinión, she
took him to be more ridiculous and more mad
than his master, ancl there were several others at

that time of the same mind. .
At last Don Quixote Avas cahn, and dinner

ended : and, at taking aAvay the cloth, there en-

tered four claraseis; one with a silver eAver,

another Avith a basin of silver also, a third with
two fine clean towels over her shoulder, and the
fourth tucked up to her elboAvs, and inher Avhite
hands (for doubtless they Avere Avhite) a Avash-ball
ofNaples soap. She Avitlithe basin dreAv near,

and, Avith a genteel air ancl assurance, clapped it

under Don Quixote's beard; who, Avithout speak-
inga Avord, ancl Avondering at the ceremony, be-

lieved ittobe the custom of that country to Avash
beartls instead of hands, ancl therefore stretched
ouf his OAvn as far as he could; and instantly the

eAver began to rain upon him, ancl the wash-ball
damsel hurried over his beard Avith great dex-
terity of hand, raising great flakes of siioav (for.
the lathering was not less Avhite) not only over

the beard, but over the Avhole face ancl eyes, of
the obedient Knight, insomuch that itmade him
shut them, Avhether he Avould or no. The Duke
and Dutchess, who knew nothing of all this,
were inexpectation Avhat this extraordinary lava-
tion would end in. The barber- damsel, having
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raised a.lather a h.andful high, pretended that the
water was all spent, and orclerecl the girl Avith the
eAver to fetch more, teliing her, Signor Don

Quixote Avould stay til!she carné back. She did
so, ancl Don Quixote remained the strangest and

most ridiculous figure imaginable. All, that

were present, behelckhim, and seeing hiniAvitlia
neck half an ell long, more than moclerately
SAvarthy, his eyes shut, ancl his beard all in a

lather, itwas a great Avonder, ancl a sign of great

discretion, that they forbore laughing. The dam-

sels concerned in the jest held down their eyes,

not daring to look at their lord and lady ; A\rho
were diviclecl betAveen anger and laughter, not

knoAving Avhat to do, Avhether to chastise the
girls for their boldness, or reAvard them for the
pleasure they took inbeholding Don Quixote in

that pickle. Atlast the damsel of the eAver carne,

and they made an end of Avashing Don Quixote;

and then she, avIio carried the towels, Aviped and

dried him Avith much deliberation; and all four
at once, making him a profound reverence, were

o-oing off. But the Duke, that Don Quixote
might not smell the jest, calied the damsel Avith

the basin, saying :
"Come, and Avash me too,

and take care you have Avater enough." The

arch and diligent Avench carne, and clapped the

basin to the Duke's chin, as she had doneto Don
Quixote's, and very expeditiously Avashed and

lathered him well, and leaving him clean and
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dry, they made théir curtsies, and aAvay they
went. ItAvas afterwards known, that the Duke
had SAvorn, that, had they not Avashed him, as

they did Don Quixote, he Avould have punished
them for their pertness, which they had discreetly
made amends foí by serving him in the same
manner. Sancho Avas very attentive to the cere-

monies of this washing, and said to himself:"
God be my guide! is itthe custom, truly, of

this place, to wash the beards of squires as well
as of Knights? On my conscience ancl soul, I
need it much : ancl, if they should give me a
stroke of a razor, Ishould take it for a stili
greater favour."—

"
What are you saying to }'our-

self, Sancho?" said the Dutchess. •"Isay,
Madam," ansAvered Sancho,

"
that in other

Princes' courts, Ihave always heard say, when
the cloth is taken away, they bring Avater to
wash hands, and not suds to scour beards ;and
therefore one must live long, to see much; itis
alao said, he, who Uves a long life, must pass
through many evils : though one of these same
scourings is rather a pleasure than a pain."—
.' Take no care, friend Sancho," said the Dut-
chess;

"
forIavíII order my damsels to wash you

too, and lay you in soak too, ifit be neeessary."
\u25a0<=-" For the present, Ishall be satisfied, as tomy
beard," answered Sancho : '< for the rest, God
will provide hereafter."— "

Hark you, seAver,
"

said the Dutchess, "
mind what hopest Sancho



desires, ancl do precisely as he Avouldhave you."
The sewer answered, that Signor Sancho should
be punctually obeyed; and so aAvay he went to
dinner, ancl took Sancho Avith him, the Duke
and Dutchess remaining at table Avith Don Qui-
xote, discoursing of sundry and divers matters,
but all relating to the profession of arms and
Knight-errantry.

The Dutchess entreated Don Quixote, since
he seemed to have so happy a memory, that he
would delinéate ancl describe the beauty and fea-
tures of the Lady Dulcinea del Toboso; for, ac-
cording to Avhat fame proclaimed of her beauty,
she took it for granted, she must be the fairest
creature in the world, and even inall LaMancha.
Don Quixote sighed at hearing the Dutchess's
request, ancl said:

"
IfIcould pulí out my heart,

and lay itbefore your Grancleur's eyes here upon
the table ina dish, Imight save my tongue the
labour of telling Avhat can hardly be conceived:
for there your Excellency would. see her painted
to the life. But Avhy should Iattempt to deli-
néate and describe, one by one, the perfections
of the peerless Dulcinea, i,t being a burden fitter
for other shoulders than mine, an enterprise
worthy to employ the pencils of Parrhasius,
Timanthes, and Apelles, and the graving-tools of
Lysippus, topaint and carve inpictures, marbles,
and bronzes; and Ciceronian and Demosthe-
nian rhetoric, to praise them." \u25a0

— "
What i§
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the meaning of Demosthenian, Signor Don
Quixote?" said the Dutchess:

"
It is a wordI

never heard in all the days of my life."
—"

De-
mosthenian rhetoric," answered Don Quixote, "is
as much as to say, the rhetoric of Demosthenes,
as Ciceronian of Cicero; who Avere the two

greatest orators and rhetoricians in the world."-—
u That is true," said the Duke,

"
and you be-

trayed your ignorance inasking such aqüestion :

but for all that, Signor Don Quixote Avould give
us a great deal ofpleasure in painting her to us;

for though itbe but a rough draught, or sketch
only, doubtless she willappear such as the most

beautiful may enyy.'.r-" ;S.o she Avould most cer-

tainly," answered Don Quixote, "had not the
misfortune, which lately befell her, blotted her
idea out of my mind; such a misfortune, that I
am ina condition rather to beAvail, than to de-
scribe her: for your Grandeurs must knoAV, that,
going a few days ago to kiss her hands, and re-

ceive her benediction, commands, and license,

for this third sally,. Ifound her quite another
person than her Isought for. Ifound her en-

chanted, and converted from a Princess into a

country Avench, from beautiful to ugly, from an

ángel to a devil, from fragrant to pestiferous,
from courtly to rustic, from light to darkness,
from a sober lady to a jumping Joan ;and in
short, from Dulcinea del Toboso, to a clownish
wench of Sayago."

—"
God be my aid," cried the



Duke at this instant with a loud voice; "
who

may it be that has done so much mischief to the
world? Who is it, that lias depriyed it ofthe
beauty that cheered it, the good humour that en-
tertained it, and the modesty that didithonour?"—"

Who?" answered Don Quixote,
"

who could
it be, but some malicious enchanter, of the
many invisible ones, that persecute me; that
cursed race, born into the world to obscure and
annihilate the exploits of the good, and to
brighten and exalt the actions of the Avicked?
Enchanters have hitherto persecuted me; en-
chanters stilipersecute me; ánd enchanters will
continué to persecute me, tillthey have tumbled
me ancl my lofty chivalries into the profound
abyss ofoblivion: and they hurt and Avound me
in the most sensible part; since to deprive a

Knight-errant of his mistress, is to deprive him
of the eyes he sees Avith, the sun that enlightens
him, and the food that sustains him. Ihave al-
ready often said it, and noAV repeat it, that a

Knight-errant without a mistress is like a tree

Avithout leaves, a building Avithout cement, and
a shadoAV Avithout a body that causes it.""

There is no more to be said," aclded the
Dutchess:

"
but for all that, ifAve are to believe

the history of Signor Don Quixote, lately pub-
lished with the general applause of all nations,

we are to collect from thence, ifIremember
right, that your Worship never saAV the Lady
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Dulcinea, and that there is no such lady in thé/
world, she being only an imaginary lady, be-
gotten ancl born of your own brain, and dressed
out with all the graces and perfections you
pleased."

—" There is a great cleal to be said

ttpon this subject," ansAvered Don Quixote :
"

God knows whether there be a Dulcinea or

not inthe world, and Avhether she be imaginary
or not imaginary : this is one of those things,
the proof of which is not to be too nicely in-
quired into. Ineither begot, ñor brought forth,
my mistress, though Icontémplate her as a lady
endoAved withall those qualifications, which may
maké her famous over the Avhole Avorld; such as,

the being beautiful Avithout a blemish, grave
without pride, amofous with modesty, obliging
as being courteous, and courteous as being well-
brecl; ancl finallyofhigh descent, because beauty
shines and displays itself Avith greater degrees of
perfection, when matched Avith noble blood, than
insubjects, that are ofmean extraction."— "True,"
said the Duke: "but Signor Don Quixote must

give me leave to say Avhat the history ofhis ex-
ploits forces me to speak : for from thence may
be gathered, that, supposing it be alloAved, that
there is a Dulcinea in Toboso, or out of it, and
that she is beautiful in the highest degree, as
your Worship describes her to us, yet inrespect
of high descent, she is not upon a level Avith the
Orianas, the Alastrajareas, Madasimas, and others



oí that sort, of whom histories are full,_as_vour
knows.I

j

"
To this Ican answer," replied Don Qui-

xote,
"

that Dulcinea is the daughter ofher oavh

Avorks, that virtue «mobles blood, and that a
virtuous person, though mean, is more to be va-
lued than a vicious person of quality. Besides,
Dulcinea has endowments, which may raise her
to be a Queen Avith crown and sceptre; for the
merit of a beautiful Arirtuous woman extends to
the working greater miracles, and though not

formálly, yet virtually she has inherself greater
advantages instore." —"

Isay, Signor Don Qui-
xote," cried the Dutchess, "

that you tread with
great caution, ancl, as the saying is, Avith the
plummet inhand; and for my own part, hence-
forward Iwillbelieve, ancl make all my family
believe,. and even my Lord Duke, if need be,
that there is a Dulcinea inToboso, and that she
is this day living and beautiful, and especiallv
Avellborn, ancl welldeserving, that such a Knight
as Signor Don Quixote should be her servant;
Avhich is the highest coramendation Ican bestow
upon her. ButIcannot forbear entertaining one
scruple, ancl bearing Iknow not Avhat grudge to
Sancho Panza. The scruple is this: the afore-
said history -relates, that the said Sancho Panza
found the said Lady Dulcinea, Avhen he carried
her a letter from your Worship, AvinnoAving a

sack of wheat; "and as a farther sign ofithe says



itAvas red : Avhich makes me doubt the highness
ofher birth."

To Avhich Don Quixote answered :
"

Madam,
your Grancleur must know, that most or all the

things, which befell me, exceed the ordinary
bounds of Avhat happen to other Knights-errant,
whether directed by the inscrutabíe avíII of the
destinies, or ordered through the malice of some

envious enchanter: and as it is already a thing
certain, that, among all or most of the famous
Knights-errant, one is privileged from being sub-
jectto the powerof enchantment; another's flesh
is so impenetrable that he cannot be wounded;

as was the case of the renoAvned Orlando, one of
the twelve peers of France, of Avhom it is re-

lated, that he Avas invulnerable, excepting inthe
solé of his left foot, and in that only by the point
of a great pin, and by no other Aveapon Avhat-
ever: so that, when Bernardo del Carpió killed
him in Roncesvalles, perceiving he could not

wound him with steel, he hoisted him from the
ground between his arms, and squeezed him to

death, recollecting the manner inwhich Hércules
sleAV Anteus, that fiercé giant Avho Avas said to

be a son of the earth. Iwould infer from Avhat
Ihave said, that, perhaps, Imay have some one

of those privileges: not that of being invul-
nerable; for experience has often shown me,

that Iam made of tender flesh, and by no means
impenetrable ; ñor that of not being subject to



enchantment, for Ihave already found myself
clapped into a cage in which the Avhole Avorld
could never have been able to have shut me up,
had itnot been by forcé of enchantments; but,
since Ifreed myself from thence, Iam inclined
to believe no other can touch me; and therefore
these enchanters, seeing they cannot practise
their Avicked artífices upon my person, revenge
themselves upon whatIlove best, and have a
mind to take aAvay my life by evil entreating
Dulcinea, for AvhomIlive: and therefore Iam of
opinión, that, Avhen my squire carried her my
message, they had transformed her into a country
Avench, busied in that mean employment ofavíii-
nowing Avheat. ButIhave before said, that the
Avheat was not red, ñor indeed Avheat, but gratos
oforiental pearl: and forproof hereof Imust tell
your Grandeurs, that coming lately through To-
boso Icould not find Dulcinea's palace; and
that, Sancho, my squire, having seen her the other
day in her own proper figure, the most beautiful
on the globe, to me she appeared a coarse ugly
country. Avench, and not Avell spoken, Avhereas
she is discretion itself;ancl since Ineither am,
ñor in all likelihood can be, enchanted, it is she
is the enchanted, the injured, the metamorphosed
and transformed: in her my enemies have re-
venged themselves on me, and forherIshall live
in perpetual tears, tillIsee her restored to her



« All thisIhave said, that no stress may be

laid upon what Sancho told of Dulcinea's sifting
and winnowing; for since to me she Avas changed,

no Avonder ifshe Avas metamorphosed to him.

Dulcinea is Avell born, of quality, and of the

genteel families of Toboso, which are many, an-

cient, and very good; and no doubt the peerless
Dulcinea has a large share in them, for whom her

town willbe famous and renoAvned in the ages

to come, as Troy was for Helen, and Spain has

been for Cava 5*, though upon better grounds,
and a juster title. On the other hand, IAvould

have your Grandeurs understand, that Sancho

Panza is one of the most ingenious squires that

ever served Knight-errant : he has indeed, at

times, certain simplicities so acute, that itis no

sniall pleasure to consider, Avhether he has inhim

most of the simple or acute; he has roguery

enough to pass for a knave, and negligence

enough to confirm him a dunce: he doubts of

every thing, and believes every thing:when I

imagine he is falling headlong into stupidity, he

outs withsuch smart sayings as raise him to the

skies. Inshort, Iwould not exchange him for

any other squire, though a city be given me to

boot: and therefore Iam in doubt, whether I

shall do wellto send him to the government your

Grandeur has favoured him with; though Iper-

ceivein him such a fitness for the business ofgo-

verning, that, witha littlepolishing of his un-
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derstanding, he Avouldbe as much master' of that
art as the King is ofhis customs. Besides, we
know by sundry experiences, that there is no
need of much ability, ñor much learning, to be
a governor; for there are a hundred of them up
ánd doAvn, that can scarcely read, and yet they
govern as sharp as so many haAvks. The main
point is, that their intention be good, and that
they desire to do every thing right, and there will
never be Avanting counsellors to advise and direct
them in Avhat they are to do; like your go-
vernors, Avho being swordmen, and not scholars,
have an assistant on the bench. My counsel to
him Avould be, to refuse all bribes, but to insist
on his dues; withsome other littlematters, Avhich
lie inmy breast, and shall out inproper time, for
Sancho's benefit, and the good of the island he
is to govern."

Thus far had the Duke, the Dutchess, and
Don Quixote proceeded in their discoursé; when
they heard several voices, and a great noise in the
palace, and presently Sancho entered the hall
quite alarmed Avitha dish-clout for a slabbering-
hib; and after him a parcel of kitchen-boys, and
other loAver servants. One of them carried a tray
fullof water, which, by its colour and unclean-
ness, seemed to be dish-Avater. He folloAved and
persecüted him, endeavouring Avith all earnest-
ness to fix it under his chin; and another scul-
lion seemed as solieitous t<? wash his beard.
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"What is the matter, Brothers/' said the Dut-
chess, "

what is the matter? What would you do

to this o-ood man? What! do you not consider that

he is a governor elect?" To Avhich the roguish
barber answered :

" Maclam, this gentleman
willnot suffer himself to be washed, as is the
custom, and as our lord the Duke and his master

have been."—
"Yes, Iwill,"'answered Sancho, in

great wrath;
"

butIwould have cleaner toAvels,
and clearer suds, and not such filthy hands : for
there is no such difference between- me and my

master, that he should be washed Avith angel-
water, and Iwith the devifs lye. The customs

of countries, and of Princes' palaces, are so far
o-ood, as they are not troublesome : but this cus-

tom of scouring here is worse than that of the
whipping penitents. My beard is clean, andI
have no need ofsuch refreshings; and he, who
offers to scour me, or touch a hair of my heacl
(Imean of my beard), with due reverence be it
spoken, Iwillgwe him such a doAVse, that IavíII
set my fistfast in his skull : for such ceremonies
and soapings as these look more like jibes than
courtesy to guests." The Dutchess was ready to

die withlaughing, to see the rage, and hear the
reasonings of Sancho. ButDon Quixote was not

over-pleased, to see him so accoutred withthe
nasty towel, and surrounded Avith such a parcel
of kitchen-trihe : and so making a low boAV to

the Duke and Dutchess, as. ifbegging leave to



5peak, lie said to the rabble Avitha solemn voice-:"Ho, Gentlemen cavaliers, be pleased to let the
A'oimg man alone, and return from Avhence you

carne, or to any other place you list; for my
squire is as clean as another man, and these
trays are as painful to him as a narroAV-necked
jug. Take my aclvicé, and let him alone ;for
«either he ñor Iunderstand jesting." Sancho
caught the Avords out ofhis master's mouth, and
proeeeded., saying:

"
No, no, let them go on

Avith their jokes ; forIwillendure itas much as
itis noAv night. Let them bring hither a comb¿
or what else they please, and let them curry this
beard, ancl ifthey findany thing initthat offends
against cleanliness, let them shear me crosswise."

Here the Dutchess, stililaughing, said : "San-
cho Panza is in the right in whatever he has
said, and willbe so in Avhatever he shall say :
he is clean, and, as he says, ne«¿s no washing ;
and, ifhe is not pleased Avith our custom, he is
at his oavii disposai: andbesides, you ministers óf
cleanliness have been extremely remiss and care-
léss, and Imay say presumptuous, inbringing tó
such a personage, and such a beard, your trays
and dish-clouts, instead of eAvers and bastos of
puré gold, and toAyels of Dutch diaper : but, in
short, you are a parcel of scoundrels, and ill—
born, and cannot forbear showing the grudgeyou
bear to the squires of Knights-errant." The
rogúish ¡servants, and even the sewer, Avho carne



with them, believed that the Dutchess spoke in
earnest, ancl so they took Sancho's dish-clout off
his neek, and with some confusión and shame
slunk away and left him : who, finding himself
riel of what he thought an imminent danger, went

ancl kneeled before the Dutchess, and said :"
From great folks sreat favours are to be ex-

pected: that, Avhich your Ladyship has done
me to-day, cannot be repaid Avith less than the
desire of seeing myself dubbecl a Knight-errant,
thatImay employ all the days of my life in the
service of so high a Lady. A peasant Iam ;
Sancho Panza is my ñame; married Iam ;chil-
dren IhaA'e; anclIserve as a squire: ifAvithany
one of these Ican be serviceable to your Gran-
deur, Ishall not be sloAver in obeying, than your
Ladyship in commanding."

—"
It appears plain-

ly, Sancho," ansAvered the Dutchess, "that you
have learned j£ be courteous in the school of
courtesy itself. Imean, itis evicient, you have
been bred in the bosom ofSignor Don Quixote,
\yho must needs be the cream of complaisance,
and the floAver of ceremony, or cirimony, as you
say. Success attend such a master, and such a
ntan, the one the pole-star of Knight-errantry,
and the other the brighf luminary of squirely
fidelity!Rise up, friend Sancho; forIwill.make
you amends for your civility,by prevailing with
my Lord Duke to perform, as soon as possible,
the promise he has made you of the government."
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Thus ended the convefsation, and Don Qui-

xote went to repose himself during the heat of
the day; and the Dutchess desired Sancho, ifhe
had not an inclination to sleep, to pass the after-
noon Avithher ancl her damsels ina very cool hall.
Sancho answered, that, though indeed he was
Avont to sleep four or five hours a-day, during
the afternoon heats ofthe summer, to wait.upon
her Goodness, he Avould endeavour Avith all his
might not to sleep at all that day, and would be
obedient to her commands; and so aAvay he Avent.
The Duke gave fresh orders about treating Don
Quixote as a Knight-errant, Avithout deviating
a tittle from the style, in which Ave read the
Knights of former times were treated.

CHAP, XXXIII
OF THE RELISHING CONVERSATION, AVHICH PASSE»

BETWEEN THE DUTCHESS, HER DAMSELS, AND
SANCHO panza; avorthy to be read and re-
MARKED.

The history then relates, that Sancho Panza
did not sleep that afternoon, but, to keep his
word, carne Avith the meat in his mouth to see
the Dutchess : Avho, being delighted to hear him
talk, made him sit doAvn by her on a Ioav stool
though Sancho, out ofpuré good manneis, would



have declined it: but the Dutchess 5 would have
him sit doAvn as a governor, and talk as a squite,
since in both those capacities he deserved the
very stool of the champion Cid Ruy Dias. San-
cho shrugged up his shoulders, obeyed, and sat

doAvn; and all the Dutchess's damsels and du-
ennas got round about him, inprofound silence,

to hear Avhat he would say. But the Dutchess
spoke first, saying: "Now Ave are alone, and

that nobody hears us, IAvould Avillingly be sa-

tisfied by Signor Governor, as to some doubts I
have, arising from the printed history of the great
Don Quixote: one of Avhich is, that, since ho-
nest Sancho never saAV Dulcinea, Imean the
Lady Dulcinea del Toboso, ñor carried her Don
Quixote's letter, itbeing left in the pocket-book
in the Sable Mountain, how durst he feign the
answer, and the story of his finding her Avin-
nbwing wheat, it being all a sham, and a lie,
and so much to the prejudice of the good cha-
racter of the peerless Dulcinea, and the whole
so unbecoming the quality and fidelity of a trusty
squire r

At these words, without making any reply,
Sancho got up from his stool, and stepping softly,
Avith his body bent, and his finger on his lips, he
crept round the room, liftingup the hangings ;

and, this being done, he presently sat himself
doAvn again, and said :

"
Now, Madam, thatI

am sure nobody but the company hears us, Iwüi



answer, Avithout fear or emotion, to all you have
asked, ancl to all you shall ask me;and the first
thing Itell you, is, that Itake my master, Don
Quixote, for a doAvnright madman, though some-
times he comes out Avith things, Avhich, to my
thinking, and in the opinión of all that hear
him, are so discreet, and so \Arell put together,
that Satán himself could not speak better : and
yet, for all that, in good truth, and Avithout
any doubt, Iam firmly persuaded he is mad.
Noav, having settled this inmy mind, Iclare un-
dertake to make him believe any thing, that has
neither head ñor tail, like the business of the an-
SAver to the letter, and another affair of some six
or eight days standing, Avhich is not yet inprint:
Imean the enchantment of my mistress Donna
Dulcinea : for you must know, Imade him be-
lieve she Avas enchanted, though there is no more

truth in itthan ina story of a cock and a bulk"
The Dutchess desired him to tellher the particu-
lars of that enchantment or jest: and Sancho re-
counted the Avhole, exactly as ithad passed; at
which the hearers were not a littlepleased, and
the Dutchess, proceeding inher discourse, said:"

From Avhat honest Sancho has told me, a cer-

tain scruple has started into my head, and some-
thing AAiiispers me in the ear, saying to me:

Since Don Quixote de la Mancha is a fool, an
idiot, and a madman, and Sancho Panza bis
squire knows it, and yet serves and folloAVshim,



and relies on his vain promises, without doubt,

he must be more mad, and more stupid than his
master: and, this being really the case, 'ü will
turn tobad account, Lady Dutchess, ifto such a

Sancho Panza you give an island to go\ rern ;for
he, who knows not hoAV to govern himself, Iioav
should he knoAV how to govern others ?"

—"
By

my faith, Madam," quoth Sancho, "
this same

scruple comes in the nick of time: please your
Ladyship to bid itspeak out plain, or as itlists;

forIknoAV itsays true, and, had Ibeen Avise, I

should have left my master long ere now; but

such Avas my lot, and such my evil-errantry. I
can do no more; folloAVhimImust; Aveare both
of the same toAvn;Ihave eaten his bread; IloAre
him; he roturas my kindness ;he gave me his
ass-colts : ancl above allIam faithful;and there-
fore itis impossible any thing should partus but
the sexton's spade and shovel : and, if your
Highness has no mind the government you pro-
mised should be given me, God made me of less,

and itmay be the not giving it me may redound
to the benefit of my conscience :for, as great a

fool asIam, Iunderstand the proverb, Thepismire
had wings to her hurí; and perhaps it may be
easier for Sancho, the squire, to get to heaven,
than for Sancho, the governor. They make as

goocl bread here as in France ; and, In the dark
allcats are gray;ancl, Unhappy is he, who has not

¡ireakfasted at three; and. No stomaeh is a span



bigger than another, and may befdled, as they say,
withstraw or withhay;and, Of the littlebirds in
the air God himself 'takes the care; and, Four yards
of coarse cloth ofCuenca are warmer than as many
bffine Segovia serge ;and, at our leaving this
world,and going into the next, the prince travels
in as narroAV a path as the day-labourer; and the
pope's body takes up no more room than the
sexton's, though the one be higher than the
other;for, when Ave come to the grave, Ave must
all shrink and lie cióse, or be made to shrink and
lie cióse inspite ofus ; and so good night : and
therefore Isay again, that ifyour Ladyship will
not give me the island, because Iam a fool, I
avíII be so wise as not to care a fig for it;and I
have heard say, The devil lurks behind the cross;
and, Allis not gold that glitters; ancl Bamba the
husbandman was taken from among his ploughs,
his yokes, and oxen, to be king of Spain ;and
Roderigo was taken from his brocades, pastimes,
ancl riches, to be devoured by snakes, ifancient
ballads do not lie."

—"
How should they lie,"

said the duenna Rodriguez, who Avas one of the

auditors ;
"

for there is a bailad, which tells us

hoAVKingRoderigo Avas shut up alive in a tomb
fullof toads, snakes, and lizards, and that, two

days after, the King said from Avithin the tomb,

with a mournful and low voice, Nozo they gnaw
me, jiow they gnaw me, in the part, by whichI
simedmost: and according to this, the gentleman



has a great deal of reason to- say, he Avould rather
be a peasánt than a King, ifsuch vermin must
eat him up."

The Dutchess could not forbear laughing to
hear the simplicity of her duenna, ñor admiring
to hear the reasonings and proverbs of Sancho,
to whom she said:

"
Honest Sancho knows full

well, that Avhatever a Knight once promises, he
endeavours to perform it,though itcost him his
life. The Duke, my lord ancl husband, though
he is not of the errant order, is nevertheless a
Knight, and therefore willmake good his word,
as to the promised island, in spite of the envy
and the wickeclness of the Avorld, Let Sancho be
of good cheer; for when he least thinks ofit,he
shall find himself seated in the chair of state of
his island and ofhis territory, and shall so handle
his government, as to despise foritone ofbrocade
three stories high. What Icharge him is, to take
heed how he governs his vassals, remembering
that they are all loyal and well born."

—
"As to

governing them well," ansAvered Sancho,
"

there
is no need of giving it me incharge; for Iam
naturally charitable and compassionate to the
poor, and,

None willdaré the loaf to steal
From him, who sifts and kneads the meal.

And, by my beads, they shall put no false dice
upon me;Iam an oíddog, and understand tus tus \u25a0%
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knoAV how to snuff my eyes in proper time,

and willnot suffer cobAvebs to get into them;for
IknoAV Avhere the shoe pinches. AllthisIsay,
that the good may be sure to have of me both
heart and hand, ancl the bad neither foot ñor

footing : and, inmy opinión, as to the business
of governing, the Avhole lies in the beginning.
ancl perhaps, when Ihave been fifteen days a go-
vernor, my fingers may itch after the office, and
Imay know more of it than of the labour of the
held, to AvhichIAvas bred."—" You are in the
right, Sancho," said the Dutchess ;

"
for no-

body is born learned, and bishops are made of
men, and not of stones. But, to resume the
discourse Ave were just now upon, concerning
the enchantment of the Lady Dulcinea ;Iam

very certain, that Sancho's design of putting a

trick upon his master, and making him believe,

that the country Avench Avas Dulcinea, and that,
ifhis master did not know her, itmust proceed
from her being enchanted, Avas all a contrivance
of some one or other of the enchanters, Avho per-
secute Don Quixote : for really, and in truth,
Iknow from good authority, that the Avench,
who jumped upon the ass, was, and is, Dulcinea
del Toboso, ancl that honest Sancho, in thinking
he Avas the deeéiver, was himself deceived ;and
there is no more doubt of this truth than of
things Ave never saAV : for Signor Sancho Panza
must knoAV, that here also Ave have our enchant-



ers, Avho love us, and tellus plainly and sincerelyl
and Avithout any tricks or devices, all that passes
in the Avorld; and' beliéAre me, Sancho, the
jumping Avench Avas, ancl is, Dulcinea del To-
boso, who is enchanted just as much as the mo-
ther, that bore her ;and, Avhen Ave least think
of it, Ave shall see her in her own proper form :
and then Sancho willbe convinced of the mis-
take he noAv lives in.""

Allthis may very Avell be," quoth Sancho
Panza, "

and now Ibegin to believe what my
master told of Montesinos's cave, Avhere he pre-
tends he saAV the Lady Dulcinea del Toboso in
the very same dress and garb Isaid Ihad seen
her in, when Ienchanted her for my oavu plea-
sure alone ; whereas, as your Ladyship says, all
this must have been quite otherwise : foritcan-
not, and must not be presumed, that my poor
inventíon should, inan instant, start so cunning
a device, ñor doIbelieve my master is such a
madman, as to credit so extravagant a thing,
upon no better a voucher than myself. But,
Madam, your Goodness ought not therefore to
look upon me as an ill-designing person ; for a
dunce, like.me, is not obliged to penétrate into
the thoughts and crafty intentions of Avicked en-
chanters. Iinvented that story to escape the
chidings of my master, and not Avith design to
offend him: and, if ithas fallen out otherwise,
God is in Heaven, who judges the heart,"—


