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road; andIsaid to the damsel:
'

Sweetheart,
tell your lady, that Iam grieved to my soul at
her distresses, and wish Iwere a Fúcar 40 to re-
medy them: and pray let her know, that I
neither can ñor avíII have health, whileIAvant
her amiable presence, and discreet conversation ;
and that Ibeseech her with all imaginable eaiv

nestness, that she would vouchsafe to let herself
be seen and conversed with by this her captiA'e
servant and beAvildered Knight. Tell her, that,
when she least thinks of it, she willhear itsaid,
that Ihave made an oath and vow, like that made
by the Marquis ofMantua, to revengo his nephew
Valdovínos, when he found him ready to expire
in the midst of the mountain ; Avhich Avas, not to
eat bread upon a table-cloth, with the other idle
Avhims he then added, tillhe had revenged his
death. In like manner willItake no rest, but
traverse the seven parts of the universe, with
more punctuality than did the Infante Don Pedro
of Portugal* 1, till she be disenehanted.'— f All
this and more your Worship owes my lady,' an-
swered the damsel ; and, taking the four reals,
instead ofmaking me a courtsey, she cut a caper
fulltwo yards high in the air."

Oh holy God!" cried Sancho aloud at this
juncture, "

is it possible there should be such a
one in the world, and that enchanters and en.
chantments should have -such power over him,
as to chango my master's good understanding



into so extravagant a madness! Oh Sir! Sir! for
God's sake, look to yourself, and stand up for
vour honour, and give no credit to these vanities,
which have diminished and decayed your senses.'*—"

It is your love of me, Sancho, makes you
talk at this rate," replied Don Quixote;

"
and

not being experienced in the things of the world,
you take every thing, in which there is the least
difficulty, for impossible: but the time willcome,
as Isaid before, AvhenIshall tellyou some o#_er
of the things Iha\-e seen beloAv, which avíIImake
you give credit to AvhatIhave noAv told you, the
IlllthofAvhich admits ofno reply or dispute 4*."

CHAP. XXIV.
l« WHICH ARE RECOUNTE^p A THOUSAND IMPEBTI-

NENCIES NECESSARY TO THE RIGHT UNDERSTANB-

ING OF HIS GEAND HISTORY.

1he translator of this grand history from the
origina], Avritten by its first author Cid Hamete
Benengeli, says, that coming to the chapter of
the adventure of the cave of Montesinos, he
found in the margin these Avords of Hamete's
own hand-writincr;

C5"
Icannot persuade myself, or believe, that

all, that is mentioned in the foregoing chapter,
happened to the valorous Don Quixote exactly
as it is there written;the reason is, because al|
the adventures hitherto related might ha\'e hap .
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pened and are probable ;but in this of the cave I
find no possibility of its being true, as itexceeds
all reasonable bounds. But for me to think, that
Don Quixote, being a gentleman of the greatest
veracity, and a knight ofthe most Avorth ofany
ofhis time, Avould tell a lie, is as littlepossible ;
for he Avould not utter a falsehood, though he
were to be shot to death Avith arroAVS. On the
other hand, Iconsider, that he told it Avith all
the aforesaid circumstances, and that he could
not, in so short a space, have framed so vast a,

machine of extravagancies :and ifthis adven-
ture seen. s to be apocryphal, Iam not in fault;
and so, Avithout affirming it for true or false, I
write it. Since, reader, you have discernment,
judge as you see fit;forIneither ought, ñor can
do any more : though it is held for certain, that,
upon his death-bed, he retracted, ancl said, he
had invented it only because itAvas of a piece,
and squared with the adventures he had read of
inhis histories."

Then the translator goes on, saying :

The scholar Avas astonished, no less at the bold-
ness of Sancho Panza, than at the patience of
his master, judging that the mildness of temper
he then shoAved sprung from the satisfaction
he had just received in seeing his mistress Dul-
cinea del Toboso, though enchanted; for, had
itnot been so, Sancho said such Avords and things



to him as richly deseiwed a cudgelling ;and in
reality he thought Sancho had been a little too
saucy withhis master: to whom the scholar said:'"

For my part, Signor Don Quixote, Ireckon
the pains of my journey inyour Worship's com-
pany very Avell bestowed, having thereby gai-ned
four things. The first, your Worship's acquaint-
ance, whichIesteem a great happiness. The
second, my having learned what is enclosed in
this cave of Montesinos, With the metamor-
phoses of Guadiana, and the lakes of Ruydera,
which avíII serve me for my Spanish OvidIhave
noAv inhand. The third is, to have learned the
antiquity of card-playing, which was in use at
least in the days of the Emperor Charles the
Great, as may be gathered from thé Avords your
Worship says Durandarte spoke, after Montesinos
liad been talking to him a long time, Ayhen he
awoke, saying, Patience, and shuffle the cards:
and this allusion to cards, and this Avayof speak-
ing, he could not learn during his enchantment,
but Avhen he was inFrance, and in the days of
the said. Emperor Charles the Great; and this
remark comes pat for the other book Iam upon,
the Supplement toPolydore Virgilon the Invention
of Antiquities: forIbelieve he has for_>-ot to in-
sert that of cards inhis Avork, as IavíII iioav do
inmine; Avhich willbe ofgreat importance, espe-
cially as Ishall allege the authority of so grave
and true an author as Signor Durandarte. The



fourth is, the knoAving Avith certain ty the source
-?f the river Guadiana, hitherto u__^_^_^_^_^Bno wn.""

You are in the right," said Don Quixote:"
butIwould fain knoAV, ifby the graceof God

a license be granted you for printing yoür books,
whichIdoubt, to Avhom you intend to inscribe
them?"

—
"Theíe are lords.and grandees enough

in Spain, to Avhom they may be dedieated," said
the scholar.

"
Not many," answered Don Qui-

xote ; because they do not deserve a dedi-
cation, but because they willnot receive one, to
avoid lying under an obligation of making such
a return, as seems due to the pains ancl complai-
sance of the authors. IknoAV a Prince 43,who
makes aroends for Avhat is wanting in the rest,
withso many advantages, that, ifIdurst presume
to publish them, perhaps Imight stir up envy in
several noble breasts. But let this rest tillamore
convenient season, and let us now consider,
where Ave shall lodge to-night," —"

Not far from
henee," answered the scholar, "

is an hermitage,
in which lives an hermit, Avho, they say, has
been a soldier, and has the reputation of being
a good Christian, and very discreet, and chari-
table. Adjoining to the hermitage he has a little
house, built at his OAvn cost ;but, though small,
itis large enough to receive guests."—

"
Has this

same hermit any poultry?" quoth Sancho.
"

FéAV
hermits are Avithout," answered Don Quixote;"

for those now in fashion are not like those in



the deserts of Lgypt, Avho wefe ciad with leaves
of tiie palm-tree, and lived upon roots of the
earth. Iwould not be understood, as if,by
speaking Avell of the latter, Ireflected upon the
former : 1only mean, that the penances of our

times dinot come up to the austerities and strict-
ness of those days. But this is no reason Avhy
they may not be all good: at least Itake them to
be so; and, at the worst, the hypocrite, Avho
feigns himself good, does less hurt than the un-
disguised sinner."

While they were thus tliscoursing, they per-
ceivetl a man on foot coming towards theim
Avalking very fast, and SAvitching on a mulé,,
loaden with lances and halberds. When he carne

up to them, he saluted them, and passed on.
Don Quixote said to him:

"Hold,honest friend;
methinks you go faster than is convenient for that
mulé."—

"
Icannot stay," ansAvered the man;"

for the arms you see Iam carrying are to be
made use ofto-monow, so that Iam under a ne-
cessity notto stop, and so adieu: but, ifyou would
know for Avhat purpose Icarry them, Iintend to
lodge this night at the innbeyond the Hermitage,
and, ifyou travel the same road, you avíII find
me there, where IavíII tell yott wonders ;and,
once more, God be Avith you." Then he pricked
on the mulé at that rate, that Dop Quixote had
no time to inquire what wonders they were lie
designed to tell them; and, as he was not a little



curious, and ahvays tormented Avith the desire of
hearing neAv things, he gave orders for their im-
mediate departure, resolving to pass the night at
the inn, Avithout touching at the Hermitage,
where the scholar Avould have had them lodge.
This was done accordingly : they mounted, and
all three took the direct road to the inn, at Avhich
they arrived a littlebefore night-fall. The scholar
desired Don Quixote to make a step to the Her-
mitage, to drink one draught :and scarcely had
Sancho Panza heard this, when he steered Dapple
tOAvards the Hermitage, and Don Quixote and
the scholar did the same :but Sancho's illluck,
it seems, would have it, that the hermit Avasnot
athome, as they were told by an under-hermit,
whom they found in the Hermitage. They asked
him for the dearest Avine:he ansAvered, his mas-

ter had none ;but, if they Avanted cheap Avater,
he would give them some Avith all his heart."
IfIhad Avanted Avater," ansAvered Sancho,"
there are Avells enough upon the road, from

whence Imight have satisfietl myself. Oh! for
the Avedding of Camacho, and the plenty of Don
Diego's house !Iioav often shallIfeel the want of
you!"

They quitted the Hermitage, and spurred on

towards the inn, and soon overtook a lad, Avho
was walking before them inno great liaste. He
carried a savoicI upan his shoulder, and upon it
atoll or bundle, seemmgly ofhis clothes,. in all



íikelihood breeches or trousers, a cloak, and a
shirt or two. He had on a tattered velvet jacket
lined Avith satín, and his shirt hung out. His
stockings Avere of siik, and his shoes square-toed
after the court-fashion. He seemed to be about
eighteen or nineteen years of age, of a cheerful
countenance, and in appearance very actiA^e of
body. He Avent on singing couplets, to divert the
fatigue ofthe journey; and, Avhen they overtook
him, he had justdone singing one, the lastovords
Avhereof the scholar got by heart ;which they
say Avere. these

Not possess'd of a pemiy,

To the warsImust roam;
Of cash hadIany,
Iwould nerer stir from home

The.first, Avho spoke tohim, Avas Don Quixote,
tvho said:

"
You travel very airily, young spark ;

pray, Avhither so fast? Let us knoAV, ifyou are
inclined to tell us ?" To which the youth an-
s\yered: "

Mywalking so airilyis occasioned by
the heat and by poverty, and Iam going to the
Avars."

—"
Hoav by poverty?" demanded Don

Quixote.
"

By the heat itmay very easily be."—"
Sir," replied the youth,

"
Icarry in this

bundle a pair of velvet trousers, fellows to this
jacket :ifIAvear them out upon the road,Ican-



feason, as well as for coolness, Igo thus, tillI
come up with some companies of foot, which
are not tAvelve leagues from henee, Avhere Iwill
íist myself, and shall not want baggage-conve-
niences to ride in, tillAve come to the place of
embarkation, which they say, is to be at 'Cartha-
gena: besides, Ichoose the King for mymaster
and lord, whom Iliad rather serve in the Avar,.

than any paltry felloAV at court."
—"

And pray,
Sir,, have you any post?" said the scholar.

"
Had

Iserved some grandee, or other person of distinc-
tion," answered the youth, "no doubt Ishould :
for, in the service of good masters, itis no un-
eommon thing to rise from the servant's hall to
the post of ensign or captain, or to get some
good pensión :but poor Iwas always in the ser-
vice of strolling fellows: or foreigners, Avhose
wages ancl board-Avages are so miserable and sien---
der, that one half is spent in paying for starching
a ruff;ancl it Avould be looked upon as a miracle,
if one page-adventurer inan hundred should get
any tolerable preferment."-" But,.tellme, friend,"
said Don Quixote,

"
is itpossible, that, in all

the time you have been inservice, you could not
procure a liveryr"—"

Ihad two," answered the
page :

"but, as he, who quits a monastery before
he professes, is stripped of his habit, ancl his oíd
clothes are returned him, just so mymasters did
by me, and gave me back mine ; for, when th©
business wás done, for which they carne, to conr^



tliey returned to their OAvn bornes, and took back
the liveries they had given only for show.""

A notable Espilorcheria 44, as the Italians
say," cried Don Quixote:

"knveA'er, look upon
itas an earnest of good fortune, that you have
quitted the court Avith so good an intention; for
there is nothing upon earth more honourabíe or
more advantageotis, than first to serve God, and
then your King and natural lords, especially in
the exercise of arms, by Avhich one acquires at
least more honour, if not more riches, than by
letters, as Ihave often said : for though letters
have founded more great families than arms, stili
there isIknoAV not Avhat that exalts those, who
follow arms, above those, who folloAV letters ;
AvithIknoAV not Avhat splendour attending them,
which sets them. above all others. And bear in
mind this piece of advice, Avhich will be of great
use toyou, ancl matter ofconsolation in your dis-
tresses; and that is, not to think of Avhat adverse
accidents may happen ; for the Avorst that can
happen is death, and, Avhen death is attended
Avithhonour, the best that can happen is to die.
That valorous Román Emperor, Julius Caesar,
being asked which was the best kind of death,
answered, that Avhich was sudden, unthought-of,
and unforeseen ;and though he ansAvered like a
heathen, and a stranger to the knowledge of the
true God, nevertheless, with respect to human
infirmity, he said weü. For, supposing yon ar$



killed in the first skirmish or action, either by a
cannon-shot, or the blowingup ofa mine, what
does it signify ? Allis but dying, and the busi-
ness is done. According to Terence, the soldier
makes a better figure dead in battle, than alive
and safe inflight;and the good soldier gains just
as much reputation, as he shows obediencc to his
captains, and to those, who have a right to corn-
mand him. And take notice, Son, that a soldier
had better smell of gunpoAvder than of musk ;
and ifoíd age overtakes you in this noble pro-
fession, though lame and maimed, and full of
Avounds, at least itwillnot overtake you Avithout
honour, and such honour as poverty itself cannot
deprive you of; especially noAv that care is falang-
io provide for the maintenance of oíd and dis-
abled soldiers, Avho ought not tobe dealt Avith,as
many do by their negro slaves, when they are
oíd, and past service, whom they discharge and
set at liberty, and, driving them out of their
houses, under pretence ofgiving them their free-
dom, make them slaves to hunger, from which
notliing but death can deliver them. Atpresent
Iwillsay no more: but get up behind me upon
this horse of mine, tillwe come to the inn, and
there you shall sup withme, and to-morrow morn-
íng pursue your journey ;and God give you as
good speed as your good íntentions deserve."

The page did not accept of the invitation of
rlding belímd Don Quixote, but did that of sup-



ping Avith him at the inn; and here, it is said,
Sancho muttered to himself : "The Lord bless
thee for a master ! is it possible that one, Avho
can say so many and such good things, as he has
now done, should say he saw the extravagant im-
possibilities, he teils of, in the cave of Monte-
sinos ? Weli, We shall see what willcome ofit."

By this time they arrived at the inn, just at
riight-fall, and Sancho was pleased to see his
master take it for an inn indeed, and not for a
castle as usual. They were scárceíy entered,
Avhen Don Quixote askecl the landlord for the
man with the lances and hai'berds : he ansAvered,
he aves in the stable, looking after his mulé. The
scholar and Sancho did the same by their beasts,
giving Rozinante the best rnanger, and the best
place inthe stable

CHAP. XXV,

AVHEREIN IS BEGÜN THE BRAYING ADVENTURE, WITIÍ

THE PLEASANT ONE OF THE PUPPET-PLAYER, AND

THE MEMORABLE DIVINATlONS OF THE DIVININS

APE

Ivon Quixote's cake Avas dough, as the saying
is, till he could hear and learn the Avondeis
promised to be told him by the conductor of the
arms; and therefore he Avent in quest of him,
Avhere the innkeeper told him he Avas ; and, hay»

ing found him, he desired him by all means to



tell him Avhat he liad to say as to Avhat he had
inquired of him upon the road. The man an-

sA\rered :
"

The account of my Avonders must be
taken more at leisure, and not on foot: suffer rae,
good Sir, to make an end of taking care of my
beast, and Iwill tell you things, Avhich will
amaze you."

—"
Let not that be any hindrance,"

ans\v rered Don Quixote ;
"

forIwillhelp you :"
and so he did, AvinnoAving the barley, and clean-
ing the manger; a piece of humility, Avhich
obliged the man readily to tell him Avhat he de-
sired ; and seating himself upon a stone bench
Avithout the inn door, and Don Quixote by his
side, the scholar, the page, Sancho Panza, and
the innkeeper, serving as his seríate and auditory,
he began in this manner :"

You must understand, Gentlemen, that, in
a tOAvn four leagues and a half from this inn, it
happened, that an aíderman, through the artful
contrivance (too long to be told) ofa Avench, his
maid-seiwant, lost his ass ;and though the said
aíderman used all imaginable diligence to find
him, it was not possibie. Fifteen days were
past, as public fame says, since the ass was miss-
ing, when, the losing aíderman being in the
market-place, another aíderman ofthe same toAvn
said to him:

'
Pay me formy good neAvs, Neigh-

bour ; for your ass has appeared.'-—' Most will-
ingly, Neighbour,' answered the other ; 'but let
us knew Avhere he has been seen,'— '

In the



"mountain,' answered the.finder, '
Isaw him this

morning, Avithout a pannel, or any kind of fur-
niture about him, and so lank, that it Avould
grieveone to see him:IAvould fain have driven
him before me, and brought him to you;but he
is already become so wild,ancl so shy, that, when
IAVérit near him, away he gallopped, and ran in
the most hidden part of the mountain. Ifyou
have a mind Ave should both go to seek him, let
me but put up this ass at home, andIwillreturn
instantly.' — s You willdo me a great pleasure,'
replied he of the ass,

'
ancl Iwillendeavour to

pay you in the same coin.' With all these cir-
cumstances, and after the very same manner, is
the story told by all, Avho are thoroughly ac-
quainted with the truth of the affair."

In shorf, the two aldermen, on foot, and
hand inhand, Avent to the mountain; and comino
to the very place where they thought to find the
ass, they found him not, ñor Avas he to be seen
any where thereabout, though they searched
diligently after him. Perceiving then that he A\ras
not to be found, the aíderman, that had seen him,
said to the other :

'
Hark you, Friend, a device

is come into my head, by which we shall as-

suredly discover this animal, though he Avere

crept into the boAvels of the earth, not to say of
the mountain ;and itis this:Ican bray marvel-
lously well, and ifyou can do so never so little,
conduele the business done.'

—'
Never so little»



say you, Neighbour?' replied the other ;
'
before

God, Iyieíd the precedence to none, no, not tp
asses themselves.'-—' We shall see that iinme*
diately,' answered the second aíderman ;

'
forI

propose that you shall go on one side of the
mountain, and Ion the other, and so Ave shall
traverso and eneompass itquite round;and every
noAv and then you shall bray, and so willI; and
the ass willmost certainíy hear and answer us, if
he be in the mountain.' To Avhich the master of
the ass answered : 'Verily, Neighbour, the de.
vice is excellent, and Avorthy of your great inge-
nuity.' So parting according to agreement, it
fell out, that they both brayed at the same in-
stan t, and each of them, deceived by the braying
of the other, ran to seek the other, thinking the
ass had appeared; and, at the sight of each
other, the loser said :

'
Is it possible, Neigh.

bour, that itAvas notmy ass that brayed ?'—'No,
itAvas I,' ansAvered the other.

'
Itell you then,'

said the OAvner,
'
that there is no manner of dif-

ference, as to the braying part, between you and
an ass ;for in my lifeInever saw or heard any
thing more natural.'—' These prais.es ancl com-
pliments,' ansAvered the author of the stratagem,.
'belong rather to you than to me; for, by the
God that made me, you can give the odds of
two brays to the gréatestand most skilfulbrayer.
of the world;for the tone is deep, the sustaining
of the voice in time ancl measure, and the ca-



dences frequent and quick : in short, IOAArn my-
self Vanquishéd, Igive you the palm, and vield
up the standard of this rare ability.'

— '
Isay,' an-

swered the OAVner,
'
Ishall valué and esteem

myself the more henceforward, and shall thinkI
know something, since Ihave some excellence :
for, though Ifancied Ibrayed well,Inever flat-
tered myself Icarne up to the pitch you are
pleased to say.' —'

Itell you,' ansAvered the se-
cond, '

there are rare abilities lost in the Avorld,
and that they are illbestowed on those, Avho
know not Iioav to eniploy them to advantage.'

—
'

Ours,' added the owner,
'

excepting in cases

like the present, cannot be ofservice to us ;and,
even in this, God grant they prove of any be-

%f

nefit.'"
This said, they separated again, and fell

anew to their braying ; and at every turn they
deceived each other, and met again, till they
agreed, as a countersign to distinguish their oavu

brayings from that of the ass, that they should
bray twice together, one immediately after the
other. Thus doubling their brayings, they made
the tour of the mountain ; but no answer from
the stray ass, no not by signs : indeed how could
the poor ereature answer, Avhen they found itin
the thickest of the Avood half devoured by
wolves ? Atsidit Avhereof the OAvner said :

'
I

Avondered indeed he did not ansAver; for, had he

not been dead, lie would have brayed at hearing
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us, or he were no ass : nevertheless, Neighbour,
Iesteem the pains Ihave been at inseeking him
to be wellbestoAvecl, though Ihave found him

ídead, since Ihave heard you bray Avith such a

grace.'—
'
It is in a good hand,' answered the

other ;
'

for if the abbot sings well, the novice
comes not far behind him,'

"
Hereupon they returned home, disconsolate

and hoarse, and recounted to their friends, neigh-
bours, and acquaintance, all that had happened
in the search after the ass ;each of them exag-
gerating the others excellence inbraying. The
story spread all over the adjacettt villages ;and
the devil, Avho sleeps not, as he loves to soav and
promote squabbles and discord whereArer he can,
raising a bustle in the wind, and great chimeras
out of next to nothing, so ordered and brought
itabout, that the people of other villages, upqn
seeing any of the folks ofour town, would pre-
sently falla-braying, as it were hitting us in the
teeth Avith the braying of our aldermen. The
boys gave into it, which Avas all one as putting
it into the hands and mouths of all the devils in
hell; and thus braying spread from one toAvn to
another, insomuch that the natives of the town
ofBray45 are as well known as Avhite folks are
distinguished from black. And this unhappy jest
has gone so far, that the mocked have often sal-
Jied out in arms against the mockers, and given
them battle, without kjng or rqqk 4Í,or fear or



shame, being able to prevent it. To-morrow, I
believe, or next day, those of our town, the
brayers, avíII take the field against the people of
another village, about two leagues from ours,
being one of those, which persecute us most.
And, to be wellprovided for them, IhaA'e brought
the lances and halberds you saAV me carrying.
And these are the Avonders Isaid IAvould tell
you;and ifyou do not think them such, Ihave
no other for you." And here the honest man
ended his story.

At this juncture there carne in at the door of
the inn a man ciad from head to foot in shamois
leather, hose, doublet, and breeches, and said
Avith a loud voice :

"
Master host, have you any

lodging ? For here come the divining ape, and
the puppet-shoAV of Melisendra's deliverance."

—
"

Body of me," cried the innkeeper,
" what 1

master Peter here ! Ave shall have a brave night
of it." Ihad forgot to tell you, that this same
master Peter had his left eye, and almost half his
cheek, covered Avith a patch of green taffeta, a
sign that something ailed all that side ofhis face.
The landlord Avent on saying :

"
Welcome, mas-

ter Peter !Avhere is the ape and the puppet-show?
Ida not see them."

—"
They are hard hvjBan-

SAVered the all-shamois man;
"
Icarne before, to

see ifthere be any lodging to be had."
—"
Ivrould

turn out the Duke d'Alva himself, to make room
for master Peter," ansAvered the innkeeper :

"
let



the ape and the puppets come; for there are guesfs
this evening in the inn, who willpray for seeing
tiieshow, and the abilitíes of the ape."—" So be
itin God's ñame," answered he of the patch ;*f anclIwilllower the price, and reckon myself
wellpaicl withonly bearing my charges. Iwill
go back, and basten the cart with the ape and the
puppets." And immédiately he Avent out of the
nim

Then Don Quixote astted the íandíord, what
master Peter this avhs, and what püpp'ets, and
what ape he had withhim ? To which the Íand-
íord answered :

"
He is a famous puppet-player,

who has been a long time going up and down
these parís of Mancha in Arragon, With a show
of Melisendra and the famous Don Gayféros ;
which is one of the best stones, and the best
performed, of any that has been seen hereabouts
these many years. He has also an ape, whósé
talents exceed those of all other apes, and even
those of men ;for, ifany thing is asked him,
he listens to it attentiveíy, and then, leaping
upon his master's shoulder, and putting his mouth
tohis ear, he tells him the answer to the qüestion
that isput tohim ; which master Peter presently
repeats aloud. Itis true, he tells much more
concerning things past, than things to come;
and, though he does not always hit right, yet for
the most part he is not much out; so that Ave are
inclined to belieA'é he has the devil within him.
He has two reals for each qüestion, ifthe ape
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answers ;Imean, ifhis master ansAvers forhim,,
after the ape has A\diispered him in the ear : and
therefore it is thought this same master Peter
must be very rich. He is, besides, a very gallant
man, as they say inItaly, and aboon companion,
and lives the merriest life inthe world. He talks
more than six, and drinks more than a dozen,
and allthis at the expense ofhis tongue, his ape 3

and his puppets."
By this time master Peter was returned, andin

the cart carne the puppets, and a large ape Avfth-
out a tail, and itsbuttocks bare as a piece offelt;
but not ill-favoured. Don Quixote no sooner
espied him, than he began to qüestion him, say-
ing:

"
Master diviner, pray tellme whatfish do

Ave catch, and what will be our fortune? See,
here are my two reals," biclding Sancho to give
them tomaster Peter, Avho answered for the ape,
and said :

"
Signor, this animal makes no an-

swer, ñor gives any information, as to things
future : he knows something of the past, and a
little of the present."—" Odds bobs," quoth
Sancho, "

IAvould not give a brass farthing to
be told what ispast of myself; for avIio can tell
that better than myself? And forme to pay for
AvhatIknow already, wouldbe a very great folly,
But since he knowa things present, here are my
two reals, and let goodman ape tellme Avhat my
wife Teresa Panza is doing, and Avhat she is em-
jdoyed about ?" Master Peter Avouldnot take the



money, saying :
"
Iwillnot be paid beforehand,

ñor take your reward, tillIhave done you the
service;" and giving with his right hand two

Or three claps on his left shoulder, at one spring
the ape jumped upon it, and, laying its raouth
to his ear, grated its teeth and chattered apace ;
and having made this grimace for the space of
a Credo, at another skip down itjumped on the
ground, and presen tly master Peter ran and
kneeled before Don Quixote, and, embracing
his legs, said :

"
These legs Iembrace, just as

ifIembraced the íavo pillars of Hércules, O
illustrious reviver of thé long-forgotten order of
chivahy ! O never sufiiciently extolled Knight,
Don Quixote de la Mancha ! Thou spirit to the
faint-hearted, stay to those, that are falling, arm

to those, that are already fallen, staff and com-

fort toall, that are unfortunate !" Don Quixote
was thunderstruck, Sancho in suspense, the
scholar surprised, the page astonished, the bray-
ing-man in a gaze, the innkeeper confounded,
and, lastly, allamazed, that heard the expressions
of the puppet-player, who proceeded, saying :"

And thou, O good Sancho Panza, the best
squire to the best Knight in the world, rejoice,
that thy good Avife Teresa is Avell, at this very
hour is dressing a pound of flax;by the same
token that she has by her left side a broken-
mouthed pitcher, whichholds a very pretty sean t-
lingof Avine, with Avhich she cheers her s^pirits
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at her work."
—"
Iverily believe it," ansAvered

Sancho;
"

for she is a blessed one; and, were
she not a littlejealous, Iwould not chango her
for the giantess Andandona, who, in my master's
opinión, Avas a very accomplishecl woman, and a

special houseAvife ;and my Teresa is one of those,
Avho willmake much of themselves, though itbe
at the expense of their heirs."

—"Well," said
Don Quixote,

"he, who reads much and travels
much, sees much and knows much. This Isay,
because what could have been sufficient to per-
suade me, that there are apes in the Avord that
can divine, as Ihave noAv seen Avith my OAvn

eyes ? Yes, Iam that very Don Quixote de la,
Mancha, that this good animal has said, though
he has expatiated a little too much in my com-

mendation. But, beIasIwill,Igive thanks to

Heaven that endued me witha tender and com-

passionate disposition ofmind, ahvays inclined to

do good to every body, and hurt nobody." —"
If

Ihad money," said the page,
"
Iwould ask mas-

ter ape Avhat willbefall me inmy intended expe-
dition." To Avhich master Peter, Avho Avas al-
ready got up from kneeling at Don Quixote 's
feet, answered :

"
Ihave already told you, that

this littlebeast does not answer as to things fu-
ture : but, did he answer such questions, itwould
be no matter, whether you had money or not;

for,- to serve Signor Don Quixote here present, I
would Ayave alladvantages in the world. And



now, because itis my duty, and to do him a
pleasure besides, Iintend to put in order my
puppet-show, and entortara all the folks in the
inn gratis." The innkeeper hearíng this, and above
measure overjoyed, pointed out a convenient
place for setting up the show :which was done in
an instant.

Don Quixote was- not entirely satisfied Avith
the ape's divinations, not thinking it likely that
an ape should divine things either future or past :
and so, Avhile master Peter was preparing his
show, Don Quixote drcAv Sancho aside to a
córner of the stable, Avhere, Avithout being over-
heard by any body, he said to him :

"
Look you,

Sancho, Ihave carefully considered the stranaem. ¿-)V

ability of this ape; and, by my account, Ifind
that master Peter his owner'mustdoubtless have
made a tacit or express pact with the devil."

—"
Nay," quoth Sancho,

"
ifthe pack be express

from the devil, it must needs be a very sooty
pack : but what advantage would it be to this
same master Peter to have such a pack ?"—

"
You

do not understand me, Sancho," said Don Qui-
xote: "Ionly mean, that he must ceitainly
have made some agreement with the devil to in-
fuse this ability into the ape, Avhereby he gets
his bread ; and, after he is become rich, he will
give him his soul, which is Avhat the universal
enemy of mankind airas at. And Avhat induces
me to this belief, is, finding that the ape ansAyers



oi¿jr Sf t^jhings past or present, and the know-
ledge of the devil extends no farther: for he
knows the future only by conjecture, and not
always that; for it is the prerogative of God
alone, to know times and seasons, and to him
nothing ispastor future, but every thing present
This being so, as it reaíly is, it is plain the ape
talks in the style of the devil; and IAvonder he
lias not been accused to the inquisition, and ex-
amined by torture, tillhe confesses, by virtue of
what, or of whom, he divines : for itis certain
this ape is no astrologer ;and neither his master

ñor he knows hoAv to raise one of those figures
callee! judiciary,Avhich are iioav so much infashion
in Spain, that you have not any servant-maid,
page, or cobler, but presumes to raise a figure,
as ifitAvere a knave of cards from the ground ;
thus destroying, by their lying and ignorant pre-
tences, the Avonderful truth of the science. I
know a certain lady, Avho asked one of these
figure-raisers, Avhether a little lap-dog she had
Avould breed, and how many, and of what colour
the puppies would be. To Avhich master astro-

loger, after raising a figure, ansAvered, that the
bitch would pup, and have three Avhelps, one

gjeen, one carnation, and the other mottled, upon
condition she should take dog between the hours
of eleven and tAvelve at noon or night, and that
it were on a Monday or a Saturday. Noav it
happened,' that the bitch died some two days after
of a surfeit, and master figure-raiser had the re-



pute inthe town of being as consuitmiate an as-
trologer as the rest of his brethren."— "

But fbr
all that," quoth Sancho,

"
Ishould be glad your

Worship Avould desire master Peter to ask his ape,
whether allbe true, which befell you inthe cave
of Montesinos ;because, for my OAvn part, beg-
ging your Worship's pardon, Itake it to be all
sham and lies, or at least a dream."

—"
Itmay

be so," answered Don Quixote :
"

butIwilldo
what you advise me, since Imyself begin tohave
some kínd of scruples about it."

While they were thus confabulating, master

Peter carne to look for Don Quixote, to tell him
the show Avas ready, desiring he Avould come to

see it, for itdeserved it. Don Quixote commu-
nicated to him his thought, and desired him to

ask his ape presently, whether certain things,
which befell himin the cave ofMontesinos, were
dreams or realities ; for, to his thinking, they
seemed to be a mixture of both. Master Peter,

without answering a word, went and fetched his
ape, and, placing him before Don Quixote and
Sancho, said :

"
Look you, master ape, this

Knight Avould knoAV, whether certain things,
which befell him inthe cave, calied that ofMon-
tesinos, were real or imaginary." And making
the usual signa!, the ape leaped upon his left
shoulder ; and seeming to chatter to him inhis
ear, master Peter presently said: "The ape says,
that part of the things your Worship saw, or



which befell you, inthe said cave, are false, and
part likely tobe true : and this is Avhat he knows,
and no more, as to this qüestion; and ifyour
Worship has a mind to put any more to him, on
Friday next he. will answer to every thing you
shall ask him;for his virtue is at an end for the
present, and willnot return till that time."—"

Did notItell you," quoth Sancho,, \u25a0" it could
never go down Avith me, that all your Worship
said, touching the adventures of the cave, was
true, no, ñor half of it?"

—
"The event. will

sIioav that, Sancho," 'answered Don Quixote;"
for time, the discoverer of all things, brings

every thing to light, though it lie hid in the
boAvels of the earth ;and let this suffice at pre-
sent, and let usgo ancl see honest master Peter's
show; for Iam of opinión there must be some
novelty in it."—

"
How, some?" quoth master

Peter.
"

Sixty thousapd novelties are contained
in this puppet-show of mine: Iassure you, Si-
gnor Don Quixote, itis one of the top things
to be seen, that the world affords at this day;
Operibus credite et non verbis; and let us to

work; for it grows late, and we have a great
dea! to do, to say, and to show."

Don Quixote and Sancho obeyed, and carne
where the sIioav was set out, stock round with
little Avax-candles, so that it made a delié-htful
and shining appearance. Master Peter, who
was to manage the figures, placed himself behind



the sIioav, and before it stood his boy, to serve
as an interpreter and expounder of the mysteries
of the piece. He had a white Avand inhis hand,
to point to the several figures as they entered.
All the folks in the inn being placed, some

standing opposite to the shoA\ r,and Don Quixote,
Sancho, the page, and the scholar, seated in the
best places, thedrugger-man began to say, what
will be heard or seen by those who avíII be at
the pains of hearing or seeing the following
chapter.

CHAP. XXVI.

"WHEREIN IS CONTAINED THE PLEASANT ADVENTURE OF

THE PTJFPET-JPLAYER, WITH SUNDRY OTHER MATTERS

IN TRUTH SUFFIC1ENTLY GOOD

J. yriahs and Trojans were all silent : Imean,
that all the spectators of the sIioav hung upon the
raottth of the declarer of its wonders, when from
within the scene they heard the sound of a num-
ber ofdrums and trumpets, and several discharges
of artillery; which noise was soon ovrer, and
immediately the boy raised his voice, and said :"

This true history, here represented to you,
Gentleraen, is taken word for word from the
French chronicles and Spanish ballads, which are
in every body's mouth, and sung by the boys up
and doAvn the streets. It treats, how Don Gay-
féros freed his Avife Melisendra, who was a pri-



soner inSpain, in the hands of the Moors, in the
city of Sansuenna, now calied Saragossa : and
there you may see hoAv Don Gayféros is playino<
at tables, according to the bailad i

Intent upon the tables sits tbe Don;
Neglectful of his wife, he stililooks om

That personage, Avho appears yonder vvithaCrowii
on his head, and a sceptre inhis hands, is the
Emperor Charles the Great, the supposed father
of Melisendra ;Avho being vexed fo see the in-
dolence and negligence of his son-in-laAV, comes
forth to chide him; and, pray, mark with Avhat
vehemency and earnestness he ratos him, that
one Avould think he had a mind to give him half
a dozen raps over the pate withhis sceptre: yeá,
there are authors, who say he actually gave them,
and sound ones too : and, after having said sub-
dry things about the clangor his honour ran, in
not procuring the liberty of his spouse, it is re-
ported, he said to him:

'
Ihave told you enough

ofit,look to it.' Pray obseiwe, Gentlemen, how
the Emperor turns his back, and leaves Don
Gayféros in a fret. See him noAV impatient Avith
choler, flinging about the board and pieces, and
calling hastily for his armour; desiring Don Or-
lando, his cousin, to lend him bis SAVord Du-
.rin.dana; and then how Don Orlando refu§gs tp

Jendit..him, offering.to bear him.company inthat
*rd.uo.vis .enterprke : but the valoígus -^aia^d wiU



not accept of it; saying, that he alone is abíe í(S

delÍArerhis spouse, though sheAvere thrust down
to the centre of the earth. Hereupon he goes

in to artn himself for setting forwarcl imme-
diately. Noav, Gentlemen, turn your eyes toAvards
that toAver Avhich appears yonder, which you are
to suppose to be one of the Moorish towers of
Saragossa, noAv calied the Aljaferia 47, and that
lady, Avho appears at yon balcony in a Moorish
-habit, is the peerless Melisendra, casting many a

heavy look tOAvard the road that leads toFrance,
and fixingher imagination upon the cityof Paris
and her husband, her only consolation inher cap-
tivity. Noav behold a strange inciden t, the like
perhaps never seen. Do you not see yon Moor,
-who stealing along softly, and step by step, Avith
dlis finger on his mouth, comes behind Melisen-
dra? Beholcl hoAV he gives her a smacking kiss
fullon her lips; observe the has te she makes to
spit, and Avipe her mouth Avith her white shift-
sleeves; and how she takes on, and tears her
beauteous haif for vexation, as if that Avas to
blamé for the indignity. Observe that grave
Móot'in yonder gallery: he is Marsilio, the
King-of Sansuenna; Avho, seeing the insolence
-ofthe Móorj- though he is a relation of his, and
a great Tavourite, orders him to be seized imme-
díSt-ely, ánd-twohun_dredstripes tobe giveii him,

"xud to be led through the most ftequented stteets
\u25a0W:the •H.ity^-with-criers: b§foíg' tó -publish his
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crime,-and the ofiicersof jqstice-AA^ith theirrods
béhind : ancl noAv behold the officers coming out
to execute the sentence, alraost*as soon as the
fault is committed: for among the Mpors, tliere
is no citation of the party, ñor copies of thepro-
cess,--nor delay of justice, as among us."

Here Don Quixote said Avith a loud \roíce :"
Boy, boy, on Avith your story ina straight line,

and leave your curves and transversals : for, to

come at the truth of a fact, there is often need of
proof upon proof." Master Peter also from be-
hind said :

"
Boy, none of your flourishes, but

do what the gentleman bids you; for that is the
surest Avay: sing your song plain, and seek not

for counterpoints; for they . u.sually crack the
I"IavíII," answered the boy; and pro-strino-s."—

ceeded, saying:
"The figure you see there.. on horseback,.

muffled up in aGascoign .cloak, is Don Gayféros
himself, towhom his.spouse, akgady revepged
onthe impudence.qf the enamoured Moar,, shows,

herself frora. (
the battleraent.s of the.tower, with

a calmer and more. sédate countenance, ancl talks
to her.hu sband, beliéA'ing him to be some passen-
ger.; with whom she hokls all that discourso and
dialogue in the bailad, which says ;

As through the realms of Trance, O king, you stray,
Inquire for noble Gayféros, Ipray.

The rest Iomit, because length begets loathing


