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aloud, "Amiracle! a miracle!" But Basilius
replied; "

No miracle, no miracle, but a strata-
gem, a stratagem!" The priest, astonished and
confotmded, ran Avith both his hands to feel the
waund, and found, that the SAvard had passed,,
not through Basilius's flesh and ribs, but through
a hollow iron pipe,, filled Avith blood, and cun-
ningly fitted to the place and purpose; and, asit
was known afterwards, the blood Avas prepared
by art, that it could not congeal. Inshort, the
priest, Camacho, and the rest of the bystanders,
found they Avere imposed upon, and deceived,

The bride showed no signs ofbeing sorry for the
trick : on the contrary, hearing it said, that the
marriage, as being fraudulent, was not valid, she
said, she confirmed itaneAv; from whence every
body concluded the business was concerted Avith
the knowledge and privity of both parties ;at
which Camacho and his abettors Avere so con-
founded, that they transferred their revengo to
their hands, and, unsheathing abundance of
SAvords, they fellupon Basilius, in whose behalf
as many more Avere instantly draAvn. Don Qui-
xote, leading the van on horseback, Avithhis lance
upon his arm, and Avell covered Avith his shield,
made them allgive Avay. Sancho, who took no
pleasure in such kindof fray s, retí recito thejars,
out of Avhich he had gotten his charming skim-
mings, that place seeming to him to be sacred,

ancl therefore to be revered. Don Quixote cried
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aloud .
"

Hold, Sirs, hold ; for it is not fitto
take revengo for the injuries done us by love: and
pray, consider, that love and war are exactly
alike ; and as, in Avar, it is lawful ancl customary
to employ cunning and stratagem to defeat the
enemy, so, in amorous conflicts and rivalships,
it is allowable to put in practice tricks and
sleights, in order to compass the desired end, pro-
vkied they be not to the prejudice and dishonour
of the party beloved. Quiteria Avas Basiiius'%
and Basilius Quiteria's, by the just and favourable
disposition of Heaven. Camacho is rich, and may
purchase his pleasure Avhen, Avhere, and how he
pleases. Basilius has but this one ewe-lamb;
and no one, how powerful soeA-er, has a right to

take it from him; for those, whom God hath
joined together, let no' man put asunder: and
whoever shall attempt it,must first pass the point
of this lance." Then he brandishecl itwith such
vigour and dexterity, that he struck terror into
all that did not know him.

But Quiteria's disdain took such fast hold of
the imagination of Camacho, that itpresently
blotted her out of his meinory; and so the per-
suasión» ofthe priest, Avho was a prudent and well-
meaning man, had their effect, and Camacho and
those ofhis faction rernained pacified and calmed:
in token whereof they putup their s words again in
their ssabbards, bjaming rather the fickleness of



Quiteria, than the cunning of Basilius. Cama-
cho reasoned Avith himself, that, if Quiteria

doved Basilius Avhen she Avas a virgin, she Avould
love him also Avhen she Avas married, and that he
had more reason to thank Heaven for so good a
riddance, than to repine at the loss ofher. Ca-
macho and his folloAvers being thus pacified and
comforted, those of Basilius were so too ;and
the rich Camacho, to show he did not resent

the trick put upon him, ñor valué itat all, would
have the diversions and enter tainments go on, as

ifhe had been really married ; but neither Basi-
lius, nof his bride, ñor their folloAvers, would
partake of them ;and so they Avent home to Ba-
silius's house : for the poor man, Avho is virtuous
and discreet, has thóse that folloAv, honour, and
stand by him, as Avell as the rich has his attend-
ants and flatterers. They took Don Quixote
with them, esteeming him tobe a person of worth
and bravery. Only Sancho's soul was cloudy
and overcast, finding it impossible for him tp
stay and partake ofCamacho's splendid entertain-.
ment and festival, which lasted tillnight; and
thus drooping and sad he followed his master,
who Avent off with Basilius's troop, leaving be-
hind him the flesh-pots ofEgypt, Avhich howeyer
he carried in his mind, the skimmings of the
kettle, noAv almost consumed and spent, repre-
senting to him the glory and abundance of t¿g



though
Dapple,

pt hungry, and without alighting from
he folloAved the track of Rozinante,

Di

CHAP. XXII.

WHEREIN IS RELATED THE GRAND ADVENTURE OF THE

CAVE OF MONTESINOS, LYING IN THE HEART OF LA

MANCHA; TO WHICH THE VALOROUS DON QUIXOTE
GAVE A HAPPY CONCLUSIÓN.

i.he new-married couple made exceeding
much of Don Quixote, being obliged by the rea-
diness he had showed indefending their cause ;
and they esteemed his discretion inequal degree
withhis valour, accounting him a Cid39 inarms,
and a Cicero ineioquence. Three days honest
Sancho solaced himself at the expense of the
bride and bridegroom; from Avhom itwas known,
that the feigned Avounding himself Avas not a
trick concerted Avith the fair Quiteria, but an in-
vention of Basilius's own, hoping from it the
very success, Avhich fell out. True itis, he con-
fessed, he had let some of bis friends into these-
cret, that they might favour his design, andsup-
port his deceit. Don Quixote afíirmed, itcould
not, ñor ought to be calied deceit, which aims at
virtuous ends, and that the marriage of lovers
was the most excellent ofall ends : observing by
the way, that hunger and continual necessity are



the greatest enemies to love ; for love is gaíéty,
mirth, and contento especially when the lover is
in actual possession of the person beioved, to
whichnecessity and poverty are opposed and de*
cíared enemies. Allthis he said with design to
persuade Basilius to quit the exercise ofthose abi-
lities, inwhich he so much excelled ;for, though
they procurad him fame, they got him no money;
and that now he should apply himself to acquire
fiches by lawful and industrious means, which
are never wattting to the prudent and diligent,
*£hehonourabíe poor man, ifa poor man can be
said to have honour, possesses a jewel inhaving
a beautiful wife;and whoever deprives him of
her, deprives him of his honour, and as it Avere-
kills it. The beautiful and honourabíe woman,
whose hüsband is poor, deserves to be crowned
with laurels and palms of victory and triumph.
Beauty of itselfalone, aítracta the inclinations of
all thatbehold.it, and the royal eagles and other
towering birdsstoop to the tempting lure. But
ifsuch beauty be attendedwith poverty and a
narrow. fortune, itis.besieged by kites. and vul-
tures and other birds of prey ;and she, who
stands firm against so many attaeks, may wellbe
calied the crown of her husband. "'Observe,
discreet Basilius," added Don Quixote, "

that it
Avas the opinión of a certain sage, that there Avas

but one good Avoman in all the Avorld;and he
gave it as his advice, that every man should



think, and believe, she Avas fallen tohis lot, and
so he would live contented. Ifor my part am
not married, ñor have Iever thought of being
so: yetwOaW IAventure togive my advice toany
one, who. should ask itof me, what method he
should take to get a Avile to his mind. In the
first place, IAvoukl advise him to iay a greater
stress upon chastity than fortune ;for agood wo-
man does not acquire a good ñame merely by
being good, but by appearing to be so ; for pub-
lic freedoms and liberties hurt a woman's repu-
tation much more than secret wantonness. Ifyon
bring a Avoman honest to your house, itis an easy
matter to keep her so, and even to make her bet-
ter, and improve her very goodness : but ifyon
bring her naughty, you willhave much ado ta
niend her ; forit is not very easy to pass from one
extreme to another. Ido not sa}?-, it is impos-
sifale; butItake it to beextremely difficult."

Allthis Sancho listened to, and said to him-
self, "This master ofmine, when Ispeak things
pithy and substantial, used to say, Imight take
a pulpit in my hand, and go about the Avorld
preaching fine things ;and Isay of him, that
gyhen he be_rins strínp-inp- ofsentences. ancl eavinsf
«uh'ice, he may not only take a pulpit in ma
hand, but two upon eachfinger, and stroll about
your market-places, crying out, Mouth, what
wouldyou have ? The devil take thee for a Knight-
errant, that knoAvs every thing!Ibelieved inmy
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heart, that he only knoAV Avhat belonged ta Mi
chivalries ;but he pecks at every thing, and
thrusts his spoon into every dish." Sancho mut-
tered this so loud, that his master overhearing
it, said to him :

" Sancho, Avhat is it you mut-

\^_^_^_WIneither sa}% ñor matter any thing,"
ansAvered Sancho _ "IAvas only saying to myself,
that IAvished Ihad heard your Worship preach
this doctrine before Iwas married ;then perhaps
Ishould have been able to say noAv, The ox that
is loóse is best licked".-*-"Is your Teresa, then, so
bad, Sancho?" said Don Quixote.

"
She isnot

very bad," answered Sancho; "
but she is not

very good neither, at least not quite so good asI
wóuld have her."

—"
Youare in the wrong, San-

cho," replied Don Quixote,
"

to speak illofyour
wife, who is the mother of your chuchen."

—
;*'

We are not in one another's debt upon that
score," answered Sancho ;

"
for she speaks as ill

ef me, whenever the fancy takes her, especialiy
wrhen she is jealous ;for then Satán himself can-
not bear with her."

ter?"—

Three days they stayed with the new-married
eouple, Avhere they Avere ser ved and treated like
kings inperson. Don Quixote then desired the
dexterous student to furnish him with a guide, to
bringhim to the cave ofMontesinos ;for he had
a inighty desire to go doAvn into it, and seeAvith
his own eyes, Avhether the wonders relatecl of it
in all those parts were. true. The. student told



him, he Avould procure him a cousin of his, a
famous scholar, and much addicted to readino-
books ofchiA^alry, Avho Avould very gladlv carry
him to the mouth of the cave itself, and also
shoAV him the lakes of Ruydera, famous all Over
La Mancha, and even all over Spain; telling
him, he Avould be a very entertaining companion,
being a young man, who knew hoAV to Avrite
books for the press, and dedícate them to Princes.
In short, the cousin carne, mounted on an ass
big with foal, Avhose pack-saddle A^as covered
Avith adoubled piece of an oíd carpet or sacking.
Sancho saddled Rozinante, pannelled Dapple,
and replenished his Avalléis; and those of thé
scholar Were as wellprovided : and so commeítd-
ing themselves to the protection of God, ánd
taking leave ofevery body, they set out, bending
their course directly tOAvards the famous cave of
Montesinos.

Upon the road, Don Quixote asked the s¿ho*

lar, of AVhatkind and quality his éxétcisés, pro*
fession, and studiés Avere. To which lieSftswéréd,
that his profession was thé study of hümáfiity;
his exercise, composing of boóká fdr the'préifj
all of great usé, and no small efiteffáirimdfif-i&
the eomffiOnwealth ;that One of thál wásitíti-'
tled, ATfeátise ofLiDtries, describirig sfeVen hu_í#

dréd ánd thfeé livéries, With théifcoldü¥_, mdttós,
afld ci^héís; from Avhérfcé the caválief cdhftieYf
might. pialé. á__d cfetfei f#the# ffiüd^ fo4> t§M,Í



and rejoicings, Avithout being beholden to others,
or beating their OAvn brains to invent and con-
tri\re them to their, humour or design ;"For,"
said he, "

Iadapt them to the jealous, the dis-
dained, the forgotten, and the absent, so pro-
perly, that more willhit than miss. Ihave also
another book, AvhichIintend to cali, The Meta-
morphoscs, or Spanish Ovid, of a neAV and rare
inAontion; for therein, imitating Ovid in a bur-
lesque Avay, IsIioav avIio the Giralda of Seville
was, and who the ángel of La Magdalena; Avhat
the conduct of Vecinguerra of Cordova ;what
the bulls of Guisando ; the Sable Mountain ;the
fountains of Leganitos, and the Lavapies in Ma-
drid : not forgetting the Piojo, that of the golden
pipe, and that of the Priora : and all these, Avith
their several allegories, metaphors, and transform-
ations, in such a manner as to delight, surprisé.
and instruct at the same time. Ihave another
book, Avhich Icali A Supplement to Polydore
Virg.il, treating ofthe in'vention of things; a
Avorkof vast erudition and study, because therein
Imake out several material things omitted by Po-
lydore, and explain them ina fine style. Virgil
forgot to tellus, Avho Avas the first in the world
that had a cold, and Avho the first, that was fluxecl
for the French disease ; these points Iresolve to
a nicety, and cite the authority of above five and
twenty authors for them : so that your Worship
may see, whether Ihave taken true pams, and



whether such a performance is not likely to be
very useful to the whole world." m ••'

Sancho, whí>had been attentive to the student's
discourse, said:

"
Tell me, Sir, and so may God

send you good luck in the printing your books,
can you resolve me, though IknoAV you can,
since you knoAV every thing, Avho Avas the first
that scratched his head? I, for my part, am of
opinión, it must be oiir first father Adam."

—
"

Certainly," ansAvered the scholar; "
for thére

is no doubt but Adam had a head and hair ;and
this being granted, and he being the first man
in the Avorld, he must needs have scratched his
head one time or another."

—"
SoIbelieve,"' an-

swered Sancho : "but tellme now, who was the
first tumbler in the'Avorld?"

—"
Truly, brother;"

ansAvered the scholar,
"
Icannot determine that

point, tillIhave studied it; andIwillstudy it
as soon as Ireturn to the place where Ikeep my
books, and willsatisfy you when Ave see one ano-

ther again ;forIhope this willnot be the last
time."

—"
Look ye, Sir," replied Sancho, ''take

no pains this matter ;forIhave already
hitupon the answer tomy qüestion : Know then,

that the first tumbler was Lucifer, when he Avas

cast or thrown headlong from Heaven, and carne

turabling down to the lowest abyss."
—"

You are
in the right, friend," replied the scholar. Don
Quixote said :

"
Thiíqüestion and ansAver are

aaot your own, Sancho; you have heard them



244 DON QUIXOTE.

from somebody elsé/'
—<" Say no more, Sir," quoth

Sancho; " for, ingood faith, ifIfall to question-
iug and answering, Ishall not have done be-
tween this and to-morroAV moriring : for foolish
quéstions and ridicülous answérs, Ineed not be
obliged to any of my neighbours." —"Sancho,"
said Don Quixote, "youhaA-e said more than
you are aviare of; for sóme there are, who tiré
themselves Avith examinirig into and explaining
things, Avhich, after they are knoAvn and ex-
piained, signify not a farthmgto the understand-
ing or the mfemory." '

In,these, and other pleasant discourses, they
passed that day ; and at night they lodgecl in a
smalí-village, from when.ce, the scholar tolclDon
Quixbte, there Avere but two leagues to the cave
ofMontesinos, and that, ifhe continued his reso-
lution to enter. into it,it Avould be nécessary to
provi.de, himself with rope to tie and let himself
doAvn into.its depth. Don Quixote said, if it
reached to the abyss, he Avould see Avhere it stop-
ped ;and so they bought near a hundred fathom
ofCord'; and, about íavo in the afternoon follow-
ing, they carne to the cave, the mouth of whichis
wide and spacious, but full of briers, wíld fig-
trees, and thorns, so thick aud intricate,, that they
quite blind and cover it. When they arrivedatit,
the scholar, Sancho, and Don Quixote alightedi
then the two former bound the Knight vejy fast
Aviththe cord, and Avhile they Avere SAvathing him,
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Sancho said :
"

Have a care, clear Sir, Avhat you
do; do not bury yourself alive, ñor hang'your-
self dangling like a flask of wine let down to cool
ina Avell; for itis no business ofyour Worship's,
ñor does itbelong to you, to be the scrutinizei
of this hole, Avhich must needs be Avorse than an-u
dungeon."

—
"Tie on, and talk not," answered-

Don Quixote ;
"

for such an enterprise as this,
friend Sancho, Avas reserved for me alone."

—
Then the guide said :

"
Ibeseech your Worship,

Signor Don Quixote, to take good heed, and
look about you withan hundred eyes, and ex-
plore Avhat isbeloAv : perhaps there may be things
proper to be inserted in my book of metamor-
phoses."

—"
The chura is ina hand, that knows

full well Iioav to rattle it," ans\Arered Sancho
Panza.

This being said, and the tying of Don Qui-
xote, not over his armour, but his doublet,
finished, Don Quixote said :

"
We have been very

careless in neglecting to provide a little bell,
to be tied to me Avith this rope ; by the tinkling
of Avhich you might hear me stilidescending, and
know that IAvas alive;but since that is no\v im-
possible, be the hand of God my guide." And
immediately he kneeled down, ancl, in a low
voice, put up a prayer to HeaA-en for assistapce
and good success, in this seemingly perüous and
strange adventure : then of a suelden, ina loud
voice, he said :

"
O mistress of my actions and



motions, most illustrious and peerless Dulcinea
del Toboso ! ifitbe possible, that the prayers and
reauests of this thy advcnturous lover reach thy
ears, Ibeseech thee, for thy unheard-of beauty 's
sake, hearken to them ;for allIbeg of thee is,

not to refuse me thy favour and protection, noAv

thatIso much need it. Iam just going to pre-
cipítate, to ingulph, and sink myself in the pro-
found abyss here before me, only to let the Avorld
knoAV, that, if thou favourest me, there is na
impossibility Iwould not undertake and accom-
plish." And, so saying, he drew near to the
brink, and saAV he could not be let doAvn, ñor

get at the entrance of the cave, but by mere forcé,
and cutting hisAvay through: and so, laying his
hand to his SAVord, he began to lay about him,
and hew doAvn the brambles and bushes at the
mouth ofthe cave; at which noise and rustling,
an infinite number ofhuge ravens and daAvs flew
out so thick and so fast, that they beat Don
Quixote to the ground; and had he been as su-^

perstitious, as he was catholic, he had taken it
for an illornen, and forborne shutting himself
up insuch a place. Atlength he got upon his
legs, and seeing no more ravens flying out, ñor

other night-birds, such as bats, some of Avhich
likewise flew out among the ravens, the scholar
and Sancho, givmg him rope, let him doAvn to
the bottom of the fearful caA^ern ;and, at his 20-
ing in, Sancho, giving him his blessing, and

í



making a thousand crossesoA rer him, said: "God,
and the rock of France, together Avith the trinity
of Gaeta, speed thee, thou floAver, and cream,
and skimming of Knights-errant ! There thou
goest, Héctor of the Avorld, heart of steel, and
arms of brass ! Once more, God guide thee,
and send thee back safe and sound, without de-
ceit, to the light of this Avorld, Avhich thou art

forsaking, to bury thyself in this obscurity."
The scholar uttered much the same prayers and
intercessions.

• DonQuixote Avent down, calling formore and
more rope, whfch they gave him by littleand
little;and when the AToice, by the Avindings of
the cave, could be heard no longer, and the hun-
dred fathom of cordage Avas all let down, they
Avere of opinión to pulí Don Quixote up again,
since they could give him no more rope. Hoav-
éver; they delayed about half an hour, and then
they began to gather up the rope, Avhich they did
very easiiy, and Avithout any Aveight at all; from
Avhence they conjectured, that Don Quixote re-

mained in the cave ; and Sancho, believing as

much, AA^ept bitterly, and drew up in a great
hurry, to knoAV the truth : but, coming to a little
above eighty fathoms, they felt a Aveight, at

Avhich they rejoiced exceedingly. In short, at

about the tenth fathom, they discerned Don

Quixote very distinctly ; to Avhom Sancho calied

ont, saying:
"

Welcome back to us, dear Sir : for



we began to think you had staid there to breed."
ButDonQuixote ansAvered not a Avord; and, pull-
ing him quite out, they perceived his eyes Avere
shut, as ifhe Avas asleep. They laid him along on
the ground, and untied him;yet stilihe did not
aAvake. Rut they so turned, and jogged, and
returned, and shook him, that after a good while,
he carne to himself, stretching and yaAvning just
as ifhe had aAvaked out of a heavy ancl deep
sleep : and gazing from side to side, as ifhe was
amazed, he said :

"
God forgive ye, Friends, for

having brought me aAvay from the most pleasing
and charming lifeand sight, that ever mortal saw
or lived. In short, Iam noAv thoroughly satis-
fied that all the enjoyments of this lifepass aAvay
likea shadoAV or a dream, and fade away like the
floAver of the field. Oh, unhappy Montesinos !
Oh, desperately Avounded Durandarte ! Oh, un-
fortunateBelerma! Oh, Aveeping Guadiana! And
yeunlucky daughters ofRuydera, whose waters
sIioav what floods of tears streamed from your fair
eyes." The scholar and Sancho listened to Don
Quixote's words, which he spoke, as ifwithim-
mense pain he fetched them from his entrails.
They entreated him to explain to them what it
was he had beensaying, and to tell them what he
had seen in that hell beloAv.- "

Hell do you cali
it?" said Don Quixote ;

"
cali it so no more, for

itdoes not deserve that ñame, as vou shall pre-
sently see." He desired, they would give him
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something to eat ; for lie Avas very hungry. They
spread the scholar's carpet upon the green grass;
they addressed themselves to the pantry of his
wallets, and being all three seated in loving and
social Avise, they collationed and supped all under
one. The carpet being removed, Don Quixote
de la Mancha said:

"
Let no one arise; and,

sons, be attentive to me."

CHAP. XXIII.

OF THE AVONBERFUL THINGS, WHICH THE UNEXAM-

PLED DON QUIXOTE DE LA MANCHA DECLARED HE

HAD SEEN IN THE DEEP CAVE OF MONTESINOS, THE

GREATNESS AND IMPOSSIBILITY OF WHICH MAKES

THIS ADVENTURE PASS FOR APOCRYPHAL

It was about four ofthe clock in the afternoon,
Avhen the sun, Inciden among the clouds, Avith a
faint lightand températe rays, gave Don Quixote
an opportunity, Avithout extraordinary heat or
trouble, ofrelating to his two illustrious hearers,
what he had seen in the cave of Montesinos ;
and he began in the folloAving manner :"

About tAvelve or fourteen fathom inthe depth
of this dungeon, on the right hand, there is a

hollow space, wiáe enough to contain a large
Avaggon, raules and all : a little light makes its
way into it, through some cracks and holes at a

distance in the surface ofthe earth. This holloAV
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and open space Isaw, just as Ibegan to Aveary,
and out of humour to find myself pendent and
tied by the rope, and journeying through that
dark región beloAV, Avithout knoAving AvhitherI
was going ; and soIdetermined to enter into it,
and rest a little. Icalied out to you aloud, not
to let doAvn more rope tillIbid you:but, itseems,
you heard me not. Igathered up the cord you
had let down, and coiling itup into a heap, or
bundle,Isat me doAvn upon it,extremely pensive,
and considering Avhat method Ishould take to
descend to the bottom, having nothing to support
my Aveight. And being thus thoughtful, ancl in
confusión, on a sudden, Avithout any endeavour
of mine, a deep sleep fell upon me; and, Avhen
Ileast thought of it, Iawaked, and found my-
self, Iknew not by Avhat means, in the midst of
the finest, pleasantest, and most delightful mea-
doAV, that nature could créate, or the rnost preg-
nant fancy imagine. Irubbed my eyes, wiped
them, and perceived IAvas not asleep, but really
aAvake : but for all thatIfell to feeling myhead
and breast, to be assured, Avhether itAvasImyself,
who was there, or some empty and counterfeit
illusion:but feeling, sensation, and the coherent
discourse Imade tomyself, convinced me, thatI
Avas then there the same person Iam noAv here.
Immediately a royal and splendid palace or castle
presented itself to my view; the Avalls and battle-
ments Avhereof seemed to be built of clear and
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transparentcrystal: fromout of Avhich, through
a pair ofgreat folding-doors, thatopened of their
own accord, IsaAV come forth, and advance to-
Avards me, a venerable oíd man, ciad in a long
mourning cloak of purple baize, Avhich trailed
upon the ground. OArer his shoulders and breast
he wore akindof collegiate tippet ofgreen satín:
he had a black Milán cap on his head, and his
hoary beard reached beloAV his girdle. He carried
no weapon at all, only a rosary of beads inhis
hand, bigger than middling Avalnuts, and every
tenth beacl like an ordinary ostrich egg. His
mien, his gait, his gravity, and his goodly pre-
sence, each by itself, and all together, surprised
and amazed me. He carne up to me, and the
first thing he did, was to embrace me cióse ;and
then he said:

'
Itis a long time, most valorous

Knight Don Quixote de la Mancha, that we, Avho
are shut up and enchanted inthese solitudes, have
hoped to see you, that the worldby you may be
informed what this deep cave, commonly calied
the cave of Montesinos, endoses and conceals ;
an exploit reserved for your invincible heart and
stupendous courage. Come along Avithme, il-
lustrious Sir, that Imay show you the Avonders
contained in this transparent castle, of AvhichI
am warder and perpetual guard; forIam Monte-
sinos himself, from whom this cave derives itst
ñame.' Scarcely had he told me he was Montesi-
nos, when Iasked him, Avhether it Avas true,
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which. was reported in theAvorld above, that with
a littledagger he had taken out the heart of his
great friend Durandarte, .and carried it to his
Lady Belerma, as he had desired him at the point
of death. He replied, all Avas true, excepting
as to the dagger; for it Avas neither a dagger, ñor

little,but a bright poniard sharper than an awl.""
That poniard," interrupted Sancho,

"
must

have been made by Raymond de Hozes of Se-
ville."

—"
Ido not know," continued Don Qui-

xote :
"

but upon second thoughts, it could not
be of his making ; for Raymond de Hozes lhfed
but the other day, and the battle ofRoncesvalles,
where this misfortune happened, was fought many
years ago. But this objection is ofno importance,
and neither disorders ñor alters the truth and con-
nexion ofthe story."

—"
True," ansAA-ered the

scholar:
"

pray go on, Signor Don Quixote, for
Ilisten to yon Avith the greatest pleasure in the
world."

—"
AndItell itwith no less," answered

Don Quixote,
"

and soIsay :"
The venerable Montesinos conducted me to

the crystalline palace, Avhere, ina loAver hall, ex-
tremely cool, and all of alabaster, there stood a
marble tomb ofexquisito Avorkmanship, on which
Isaw, laid at fulllength, a cavalier, not of brass,
or marble, or jasper, as is usual on other monu-
ments, but of puré flesh and bones. His right
hand, which, to my thinking, was pretty hairy
and nervous, a sign that its pwner was very
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strong, was laid on the región ofhis heart ;and
before Icould ask any qüestion, Montesinos, per-
ceiving me in some suspense, and my eyes fixed
on the sepulchre, said:

'
This ismy friend Duran-

darte, the floAver and mirror of all the enamoured
and valiant Knights-errant ofhis time. Merlin,
that French enchanter, keeps himhere enchanted,
as he does me, and many others of both sexos.
Itis said, he is the son of the devil;though Ido
not believe him fo be the devil's son, but only,
as the saying is, that he knoAVS one point more
than the devil himself. Hoav, or Avhy, he en-
chanted us, nobody knows : but time willbring
it to light, and Ifancy it willnot be long first.
What IAvonder at, is, that Iam as sure, as itis
now day, that Duranclarte expired inmy arms,

and that, after he Avas dead, Ipulled out his heart
with my own hands; and indeed it could not

Aveigh less than two pouncls : for, according to the
opinión of naturalists, he, who has a large heart,
is endued Avithmore courage, than he, who has a

small one.'
—'

It being then certain, that this
cavalier really died,' said I, 'Iioav comes it topass,
that he complains every noAv and then, and sighs,
asif he were alive?' This Avas no sooner said, but
the wretched Dtirandarte, crying out aloud,said:

'Montesinos, tell me clearly,
Was not this my last reqnest-,

When Death's dart had reach'd me nearly,
4,nd my -soul approaeh'd to rest;



That thy hand, with poniard guarded,
When my pulse had ceas'd tó beat,

Would take my heart, and, unretarded,
Lay itat Belerma's feet?'

The venerable Montesinos, hearing this, threAV
himself on his knees before the complaining ca^

valier, and, Avith tears in his eyes, said to him:
4 Long since, oh my dearest cousin Durandarte,
Idid what you enjoined me inthat bitter day of
our loss :Itook out your heart, as AvellasIcould,
without leaving the least bitofitin your breast;
IAviped itAvitha lace-handkerchief, and took it.
and Avent offfullspeed withit for France, having
first laid you in the bosom of the earth, shedding
as many tears as sufficed to Avash my hands, and
clean aWay the blood, Avhich stuck to them by
raking in your entrails. By the same token, dear
cousin ofmy soul, in the first place Ilighted
upon, going from Roncesvalles, Isprinkled a
littlesalt over your heart, that itmight not stink,
and might keep, ifnot fresh, at least dried up,
tillitcarne to the Lady -Belerma; Avho, together
with you and me, and your squire Guadiana, and
the Duenna Ruydera, and her seven daughters,
and twonieces, Avithseveral others of your friends
and acquaintance, have been kept here enchanted
by the sage Merlin, these many years past ;and
though it be above five hundred years ago, not
one of us is dead : only Ruydera and her daugh-
ters and niecesáre gone, Avhom, because of their



weeping, Merlin, out of compassion, turned
into so many lakes, Avhich, at this time, in the
world of the liying, and in the province of La
Mancha, are calied the lakes of Ruydera. The
seven sisters belong to the Kings of Spain, and
the two nieces to the Knights ofa very holyorder,
calied the Knights of Saint John. Guadiana
also, your squire, bewailing your misfortune,
was changed into a river ofhis OAvn ñame ;Avho,
arriving at the surface of the earth, and seeing-
the sun ofanother sky, Avas so grieved at the
thought of forsaking you, that he plunged again
into the boAi-els of the earth : but, it being im-
possible to avoid taking the natural course, he
rises. now and then, and shows himself, Avhere
the sun and people may see him. The aforesaid
lakes supply him Avith their Avaters, Avith Avhich,
and several others that joinhim, he enters stately
and great intoPortugal. Nevertheless, Avhither-
soever he goes, he discovers his grief and melan-
choly, breeding in his Avaters, not delicate and
costly fish, but only coarse and unsávoury ones,
very different from those of the golden Tagus.
And what Inow tell you, oh my dearest cousin,
Ihave often told you before, and since you make
me no ansAver, Ifancy, you do not believe me,
or do not hear me; Avhich, God knoAvs, afflicts
me very much. One piece of neAvs hoAvever \
Avilltell you, which, ifit serves not to alleviate
your grief, will in no wjse iucrease it.. Know



then, that you have here present (open your eyes.
and you avíII see him) that great Knight, of whom
the sage Meriinprophesied so many things ; that
Don Quixote de la Mancha, Isay, avIio, Avith
greater advañtages than in the ages past, has, in
the present times, restored the long-forgotten
order ofKnight-errántry; by whose means and
favour, Ave may, perhaps, be disenchánted : for
great exploits are reseived for great men.'

—'
And

though itshould fallout othérwise,' answered the
poor Durandarte Avith a faint and low voice,
'though itshould not prove so, O cousiñj'Isay,
patience, and shuffle the cards :' and, turning
himself on one side, he relapsed into his accus-
tomed silence, Avithout speaking a Avord more."

Then were heard great cries and wailings-,
accompanied Avithprofound sighs ahd. distressful
sobbings. Iturnee! my head about, and saw
through the crystal AvallsaprOcéssiomin two files
ofmost beautiful damsels all ciad in mournina\
Avith Avhite turbans on their heads after the
Turkish fashion;and last of all, inthe rear of thé
files, carne a lady (for by her gravity she seemed
to be such), ciad also inblack, Avith a-white veik
so long, that it kissed the ground. Her turban
was tAvice as large as the largest ofthe others :hér
eyebrows Averejoined; her nose was someAvhat
flattish; her motith wide, but her lips red : hér
teeth, which she sometimes showed, were thin
set, and not very even, though as white as blarteh 1

-



ed almonds. She carried in her hand a fine
linen \u25a0 handkerchief, ancl in it, as seemed to me,
a heart of niummy, it appeared to be so dry and
Avithered. Montesinos told me, that all those
of the procession were servants toDurandarte and
Belerma, and Avere there en chanted Avith their
master and mistress; and that she, who carne last,
bearing the heart in the linen handkerchief, Avas

the Lady Belerma herself, who, four days in the
Aveek, made that procession together with her
damsels, singing, or rather Aveeping, dirges over
the bocly, and over the piteous heart of his cou-
sin ; and that if she appeared to be somewhat
ugly, or not so beautiful as fame reported, it
was occasioned by the bad nights and worse days
she passed in that enchantment, as might be seen
by the great wrinkles under her eyes, and her
broken complexión: as toher being palé and hol-
loAV-eyecl, itWas not occasioned by the periodical
indisposition incident to women, there not having
been, for several months, and even years past,
the least appearance of any such matter ; but
merely by the affiictionher heart feels from what
she carries continuallyin her hands; which renews
and revives in her memory the disaster of her
untimely deceased lover : for had itnot been for
this, the great Dulcinea del Toboso herself, sa

celebr ated in these parts, and even over the Avhole
Avorkí, Avould hardly have equalled her inbeauty,
good-humour, and sprightliness.
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" '

Fair and softly,' said Ithen, 'good Signor
Montesinos: tell your story as you ought to do;
for you know, that comparisons are odious, and
therefore there is no need of comparing any body
with any body. The peerless Dulcinea is Avhat
she is, and the Lady Donna Belerma is what she
is, and Avhat shé has been, and so much for that.'
To which he ansAvered :

'
Signor Don Quixote,

pardon me :Iconfess IAvas inthe Avrong, in say-
ing, that the Lady Dulcinea Avould hardly equal
the LadV Belerma : my understanding, byIknoAV
not A\rhat, guesses that your Worship is her
Knight, and ought to have made me bite my
tongue, sooner than compare her to any thing
but Heaven itself With this satisfaction given
me by the great Montesinos, my heart Avas de-
livered from the surprisé itAvas in at hearing my
mistress compared Avith Belerma."

—"
AndItoo

admire," quoth Sancho, "
that your Worship

did not fall upon the oíd felloAV, ancl bruise his
bones withkicking, and pluck his beard for him,

till you had not left him a hair init."
—"No,

friend Sancho," ansAvered Don Quixote, "
itdid

not become rae to do so ; for we are all bound to
respect oíd men, though they be not Knights,
and especially those, Avho are such, anclenchanted
into the bargain. IIoioav very Avell,IAvas not at
all behindhand with him in several other ques7

tions and ansAvers, which passed between us."
Here the scholar said: \u25a0•' Icannot imagine.



Signor Don Quixote, how your Worship, in the
short space of time you have been there below,
could see so many things, and talk and answer so
much."—" How long is it since Iwent down?"
askecl Don Quixote.

"
A little above an hour,"

ansAvered Sancho.
"

That cannot be," replied
Don Quixote ;

"for night carne upon me there,
and then itgrew day; and then night carne again,
and day again, three times successively: so that
by my account Imust have been three' days in
those parts, so remote and bielden from our sight."—"

My master," said Sancho,
"

must needs be
in the right; for, as every thing has happened
to him in the Avay of enchantment, what seems
to us but an hour, may seem there three days and
three nights."— "

Itis so," answered Don Qui-
xote.

"
And has your Worship, good Sir, eaten

any thing in all this time?" said the scholar.
"
I

have not broken my fast withone mouthful," an-
swered Don Quixote;

"
ñor have Ibeen hungry,

or so much as thought of itall the while."
—"

Do
the enchanted eat ?" said the scholar.

"
They

do not eat," answered Don Quixote, "ñor are
they troubledAvith the greater excrements, though
it is a common opinión, that their nails, their
beards, and their hair grow."

—" And, Sir, do
the enchanted sleep?" quoth Sancho.

"No,
truly," answered Don Quixote ;

"
at least, in

the three days that Ihave been amongst them,
not one of them has closed an eye, ñorIneither."



—"Here," quoth Sancho,
"

the proverb hits
fight; Tell me your company, andIwilltell you
what you are. Ifyour Worship keeps company
with those, who fast and Avatch, Avhat Avonder is
itthat you neither eat ñor sleep, whileyou arewith
them ? But parclon me, góod master of mine, if
Iteij your Worship that, ofall youhave been say-
ing, God take me (Iwas going to say the devil) if
Ibelieve one word."—

"
How so?" said the scho-

lar:
"

Signor Don Quixote then must have lied;
who, ifhe had a mind to it, has not had time
iq imagine and compose such a heap of lies."

—
"
Ido not believe my master lies," answered

Sancho.
"
If not, Avhat do you believe ?" said

Don Quixote.
"
Ibelieve," answered Sancho,"

that the same Merlin or those necromancers,
who enchanted all the crew your Worship says
you saw aiid conversed Avith there below, have
crammed into your imagination or raemory all
this stuff you have already told us, pr that re?

mains to be told.""
Such a thing might be, Sancho," replied

Don Quixote;
"

but itisnot so: for whatIhave
related IsaAV with my own eyes, and touched
with my own hands:" but what will you say,
wheni tell you, that, among an infinitenumber
pf things and wonders, shown me by Monte-
sinos,, whichIwillrecount in fhe progress ofour
journey at leisure, and in their due time, for
they do not allbelong properly to this place, he



_¡hoA\red me three country wenches, \vho Avere

dancing and capering like any kids about those
chí-rming fields ; and scarcely had Iespied them,
when Iknéw one of them to bé the peerless Dul-
cinea del Toboso, and the other two the very
saine Avenches that carne withher, Avhom wé talked
Avith at their coming out of Toboso. Iasked
Montesinos, Avhether he knew them. He an*

swered, No, but that he took them to' be some
ladies of quality lately enchanted, for they had
appeared in those meadows but a feAVdays before^
and that Iought not to Avonder at it, for there
were a great many other ladies there of the past
and present ages, enchanted under various and
strange figures, among whom he knev. Quéen
Ginebra, and her duenna Qüintanlioha, cup-
bearer to Lanceíot, when he arrivecl fromBritain."
When Sancho heard his master say all this, he
Was ready to run distracted, or to die Avith laugh-
ing; for as he knew the truth of the feigned
enchantment of Dulcinea, of whom he himself
had been the enchanter, and the bearer of that
testimony, he concluded undoubtedly that his
master had lost his senses^ and Avas in all points
mad; and therefore he said to him:

"
In an evil

juncture, and in a wofse season, and in a bitter
day, dear patrón of mine, did you gó dOAvn to
the other world; and in an unlucky müment did
you meet Avith Signor Montesinos, Avho has re-

turned you back to us insuch guise. Your Wor*



ship Avas very Avellhere above, entirely in your
senses, such as God had given you, speaking
sentences, and giving advice at every turn, and
not, as now, relating the greatest extravagancies
that can be imaginecl."

—"
AsIknoAV you, San-

cho," ansAvered Don Quixote,
"
Imake no ac-

count of your Avords."
—"

ÑorIof your Wor-
ship's," replied Sancho. . "You may htirt me if
you will,you may killme ifyou please, for those
Ihave said already, or those Iinténd to say, if
you do not correct and amend your OAvn. But
tell me, Sir, now we are at peace, how, or by
what, did you knoAV the lady our mistress ? And
if you spoke to her, Avhat said you, and Avhat
ansAver did she make you?""
IkneAV her," answered Don Quixote,

"
by

the very same clothes she wore, Avhen you shoAved
her to me. Ispoke to her; but she answered me
not a word: on the contrary, she turned her
back upon me, and fled aAvay withso much speed,
that an arroAV could not overtake her. Iwould
have foliowed her; but Montesinos advised' me
not to tire myself with so doing, since itAvould
be in vain;besides, itAvas noAv time for me to
think of returning and getting out of the cave.
Fie also told me, that in process of time Ishould
be informed of the means of disenchanting him-
self, Belerma, Durandarte, and all the rest there.
But Avhat gave me the most pain of any thingI
saAV,or took notice of, was, that, whileMontesino»
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was saying these things to me, there approached
me on one side, unpercei\'ed by me, one of thé
two companions of the unfortunate Dulcinea,
and, with tears inher eyes, ina low and troubled
A*oice, said to me :

'
My Lady Dulcinea del To-

boso kisses your Worship's hands, and desires you
to let her know how you do; and, being ingreat
necessity, she also earnestly begs your WTorship
Avould be pleased to lend her upon this. new
dimity petticoat Ihave brought here, six reals,
or what you have about you, which she prora ises
to return very shortly.' This message threw me

into suspense and wonder; and, turning. to

Signor Montesinos, Idemanded of him;
'
Is it

possible, Signor Montesinos, that persons of
quality under enchantment suffer necessity?'
To Avhich he ansAvered :

'
Believe me, Signor

Don Quixote de la Mancha, that Avhat is calied
necessity prevails every where, extends to all, and
reaches every body, not excusing even those, who
are enchanted: and since the Lady Dulcinea
sends to desire of you those six reals, and the
pawn is, in appearance, a good one, there is no
more to be done but to give her them; for with-

out doubt she must needs be in some very great

strait.'
—'
IavíII take no paAvn,' answered I; 'ñor

can Isend her Avhat she desires, forIhave but
four reals :' whichIsent her, being Vhbse you

gave me the other day, Sancho, to bestoAv in

alnas on the poor Ishould meet withupon the


