
don me, and be marriecl out of hand at tlie
first place, where there is a Priest; and, ifthere
be nóne, here is our Licentiate, Avho will do it
cleverly. And, pray take notice, Iam of age to
give advice, and AvhatIhoav give is as fitas ifit
were cast ina mould for you: for a sparrow in the
hand is Avorth more than a bustard on the wing;
and he that may have good ifhe will, it is his
own fault, ifhe chooses ill."—"

Look you, San-
cho," replied Don Quixote, "ifyou advise me-
to marr)-, that, by killing the giant, Imay irh-
mediately become aking, and have itinmypower
\u25a0toreward youbygiving youwhatIpromised you,
IAvould have you to know, that, Avithout marry-
ing,Ican easily gratify your desire : forIwill
covenant, beforeIenter into the battle, that, upon
my coiriing off victorious, Avithout marrying the
Princess, Ishall beentitled to a part of the king-
dom, to bestow it on Avhom Iplease; and, when
Ihave it, to whom do you thinkIshould o-¡ ve it,
but to yourself ?"—"

That is clear," answered
Sancho:

"
but pray, Sir, take care to choose it

toward the sea, that, ifIshould not like liv-ing
there, Imay ship off my black subjects, and
dispose of them as Isaid before ". And trpuble
not yourself now to go and see myLady Dulcinea,
but go and killthe giant, and let us make an end
of this business; for, before God, Iverily believe
itwillbríngus much honour and profit." "You
are in the right, Sancho," said Don Quixote;



** and Itake your advice as to going first Avith
the Princess, before Igo to see Dulcinea. And

be süre you say nothing to any body, no, not to

those, who are in our company, of what we have
been discoursing and conferring upon: for since

Dulcinea is so reserved, that she Avould not have
her thoughts known, it is not fit that I, or any
one else for me, should discoA'er them."

—"
Ifit

be so," quoth Sancho,
" why does your Worship

£end allthose, you conquer by the might of your
arm, to present themselves before my Lady Dul-
cinea, this being to give itunder your hand, that

you are in love withher ? Ifthese persons must

fallupon their knees before her, and declare they
come from you topay their obeisance to her, how
can your mutual inclinations be a secret?"

—
"

How dull and foolish you are!" said Don

Quixote.
"

You perceive not, Sancho, that all

this redounds the more to her exaltation. For

you must know, that, in this our style of chi-
vahy, it is a great hpnour for a lady to have
many Knights-errant, who serve her merely for
her own sake, Avithout expectation-of any other
reward of their manifold and good desires, than
the honour of being admitted into the number of
her Knights." —

"Ihave heard it preached,"
quoth Sancho,

"
that God is to be loved Avith

this kind of love, for himself alone, Avithout our

being moved to it by the hop'e of reward, or the
fear of punishment : though, for my part, Iam



inclined to loA*e and serve him for what he is able
to do for me."—" The devil take you, for a
bumpkin," said Don Quixote; "you are ever and
anón saying such sraart things, that one Avould
almost think you have studied."— "

And yet, by
my fakir," quoth Sancho,

"
Icannot so much as

read."
While they Avere thus talking, master Nicholas

called aloud to them to halt a little;for they had
a mind to stop and drink at a small spring hard
by. Don Quixote stopped, much to the satisfac-
tion ofSancho, Avho began to be tired of telling
so many lies, and was afraid his Master should at
last catch him tripping; for, though he kneAV
Dulcinea was a farmer's daughter of Toboso, he
had never seen her inall his life. In the mean
while Cardenio had put on the clothes, Which
Dorothea Avore, Avhen they found her; and,
though they were none of the best, they were far
beyond those he had put off. They all arighted
near the fountain, and, withwhat the Priest had
furnished himself with at the inn, they some-
what appeased the violence of their húh<rer.

While they were thus employed, a younglad
happened to pass by, travelling along the road;
who, looking. very earnestly at those, who were
at the fountain, presently ran to Don Quixote,
and, embracing his legs, folí a-weepin^ in good
earaest, and said:

"
Ah! dear Sir, does not your

Worship know me? Consider me well:Iam



Andrés, the lad, whom you delivered from thjs

oak, to whichIwas tied." Don Quixote knew

him again, and, taking him by the hand, he
turned to the company, and said:

"
To convince

you of what importance it is, that there should
be Knights-errant in the World, to redress the
Avrongs and injuries committed in itby insolent
and wicked men; you must know, good people,
that, a few days ago, asIwas passing by a wrood,
Iheard certain outcries, and a very lamentable
voice, as of some person inafíliction and distress.
Ihastened immediately, prompted by my duty,
toward the place, from which the voice seemed
to come ;and Ifound, tied to an oak, this lad,
whom you see here. Iam glad, inmy soul, he.
is present ;for he willattest the truth of Avhat I
say. Isay, he Avas tied to the oak, naked from
the Avaist upAvard : and a country fellew, Avhom
Iaftenvard found to be his master, was cruelly
lashing him Avith the reins of a bridle : and, as
soon as IsaAV it,Iasked him the reason of so se-

vere a Avhipping. The clown answered, that he
was his servant, and that he AAdiipped him for
some instances of neglect, Avhich proceeded ra-
ther from knavery than simplicity. On which
this boy said :

'
Sir, he Avhips me, only because I

ask him for my A\*ages.' The master replied Avith
IknoAv not Avhat speeches and excuses, AvhichI
heard indeed, but did not admit, In short, I
made him untie the boy, and swear to take him



honre, and pay him every real doAvn upon the
nail, and perfumed into the bargain. Is not all
this true, son Andrés ? And did you not observe,
with Avhat authority Icommanded, and how sub-
missively he promised to do Avhatever Ienjoined,
notified, and required of him ? Answer ;be un-
der no concern, but tell these gentlefolks what
passed, that they may see and consider, how use-
ful itis, as Isaid, that there should be Knights-
errantupon the road."— "Aíl, that your Worship
has said, is very true," answered the lad : "but
the business ended quite otherwise than youima-
jgineA'—" How otherwise?" replied Don Qui-
xote :

"
did not the rustic instantly pay you ?"—"

He not only did not Pay me," answered the
boy,

" but, as soon as your Worship Avas got
out of the Avood, and we were left alone, he tied
me again to the same tree, and gave me so many
fresh strokes, that IAvas flayed like any Saint
Bartholomew; and, at every lash he gave me,
he said something by way of scoff or jest
upon your Worship ; at which, ifIhad not
feit so much pain, Icould not have forbornelaughing. Inshort, he laicl on me in such man-
ner, that Ihave been ever since inan hospital
under cure of thebruises the barbarous country-
man then gave me. And your Worship is inthe fault of all this; for had you gone on your
way, and not come where you was not called ñormeddied with other folk's business, my master



wouldhave been satisfiecl Avithgiving me a dozen

or two of lashes, and then would have loosed
me, and paid me Avhat he owcd me. But, by

your Worship's abusing him so unmercifully,

and calling him so many hard ñames, his Avrath
was kindled; and, not having itin his poAver to

be revenged on you, no sooner had you lefthim,
but he discharged the tempest upon me, in such
sort, thatIshall never be a man again, Avhile
IUve.""

The mischief," said Don Quixote,-
"

Avas in
my going aAvay;Ishould not have stirred, until
Ihad seen you paid ; forImight have known,
by long experience, that no rustic avíII keep his
word, ifhe finds it inconvenient for him so to

do. But you may remember, Andrés, that I
swore, ifhe did not pay you,Iwould seek him
out, and find him, though he hid himself in the
whale's belly."—

"That istrue," quoth Andrés ;"
but it signified nothing."

—•" You shall see
uoav, Avhether it signifies," said Don Quixote :
and so saying, he aróse up very hastily, and or-

dered Sancho to bridle Rozinante, Avho Avas

grazing, while they Avere eating. Dorothea asked
him Avhat it Avas he meant to do ? He ansAvered,
that he Avould go and find out the rustic, and
chastise him for so base a proceeding, and make
him pay Andrés to the last farthing, in spite and
defiance of all the rustios in the world. She de-
sued he Avould considsr what he did, since, ac-



cording to the promised boon, he could not en-
gage inany other adven ture, until he had accom-
plished hers ; and since he could not but knoAv
this better than any body else, she entreated hijn
to modérate his resentment, untilhis return from
her kingdom

". "
You are in the right," an-

sAvered Don Quixote, «\u25a0 and Andrés must have
patience until my return, as you say, Madam ;
and Iagain swear and promise not to rest, until
he is revenged and paid."—"Ido not depend
upon these oaths," said Andrés :

"
Iwould ra-

ther havewherewithal to carry me to Seville, than
all the revenges in the world. Ifyou have any
thing to give me to eat, and to carry with me, let
me have it;and God be with your Worship, and
Avith all Knights-errant, and may they prove as
luckilyerrantto themselves, as they have been to
me." Sancho pulled a piece of bread, and an-
other of cheese, out of his knapsack, and giving
ittothelad, said to him: "Here, brother An-
drés, Ave all have a share inyour misfortune."—

\u25a0lWhy, what share have you in it?" said An-
drés.

"
This piece of bread and cheese, which I

give you," answered Sancho: "Godknows, whe-
ther Imay not want itmyself; forIwould have
you to knoAv, friend, that we squires to Knights-
errant are subject to much hunger, and to ill
luck, and to other things too, which are more
easily conceived than told." Andrés laidhold on
the bread and cheese, and seeing, that nobody



else e-ave him any thing, he made his bow, and

marched off. Itis true, he said, at parting, to

Don Quixote :
"For the love of God, Signor

Knight-errant, ifever you meet me again, though

you see they are beating me to pieces, do not

succour ñor assist me, but leave me to my mis-
fortune, which cannot be so great, but a greater
will

"

foliow from your Worship's aid, whom may

the curse of God light upon, and upon all the
Knights-errant, that ever were born in theAvorld."

Don Quixote Avas getting up to chastisehim :but

he fella-running so fast, that nobody offered tQ

pursue him. Don Quixote was mightily abashed
at Andres's story :and the rest were forced to re-

frain, though Avith some difiiculty, from laugh-
ing, that they might not put him quite out of
countenance.

CHAP. XXXII
AVHICH TREATS OF AVHAT BÉFELE DON QUIXOTJi's

WHOLE COMPANY IN THE INN.

The notable repast being ended, they saddled
immediately, and, without any thing happening
fo them Avorthy to be related, they arriyed the
next day at the inn, that dread and terror of
Sancho Panza, who, though he Avould fain have
declined going in,could not avoid it. The host-
ess, the host, their daughter, aud Maritornes,



seeing Don Quixote and Sancho corning, Avent
out to meet them, with signs of much joy; and
he received them withagrave depoi*cment, anda
nod of approbation, bidding them prepare him a
better bed than they had done the time before :
to which the hostess answered, that provided he
would pay better than the time before, she Avould
get him a bed for a prince. Don Quixote said
he would : and so they made him a tolerable one
in the same large room, Avhere he had lain before:
and he immediately threw himself down upon
it;for he arrived very much shattered, both in
bociy and brains. He Avas no sooner shut into
his chamber, but the hostess fellupon the Bar-
ber, and taking him by the beard, said:

"
By my

faith, you shall use my tailno longer for a beard :
give me my tailagain ; for my husband's thing is
tossed up and doAvn, that itis a shame ;Imean
the comb Iused to stick inmy good tail." The
Barber Avould not partAvith it,for all her tua-finff,
until the Licentiate bid him give it her; for
there was no farther need of that artífice, but he
might noAv discover himself, and appear in his
oavu shape, and tell Don Quixote, that, being
robbed by those thieves the galley-slaves, he had
fied to this inn ; and, ifhe should ask for the
Princess's squire, they should tell him, she had
dispatched him before with advice to her subjects,
that she was corning and bringingwith her their
commondeliverer. With this, the Barber wfflinely



surrendered to the hostess the tail, together with
all the other appurtenances, she had lent them, in
order toDon Quixote's enlargement. Allthe foiks
of the inn were surprised both at the beauty of
Dorothea, and the comely personage of the shep-
herd Cardenio. The Priest ordered them to «-et

O

ready what the house afforded, and the host, in
hop.es of being better paid, soon sei'A red up a tole-
rable supper. All this time Don Quixote was
asleep, and they agreed not to awaken him; for
he had more occasion for sleep than food.

The discourse at supper, at Avhich were present
the innkeeper, his wite, his daughter, and Mari-
tornes and all the passengers, turned upon the
strange madness of Don Quixote, and the con-
dition in Avhich they had found him. The hostess
related to them, what befell him withthe carrier;
and looking about to see, Avhether Sancho Avas by,
and not seeing him, she gave them a fullaccount
of his being tossed in a blanket, at Avhich they
were not a littlediverted, And the Priest happen-
ing to say, that the books of chivalry, Avhich Don
Quixote had read, had turned his brain, the inn-
keeper said:

"
Icannot conceive Iioav that can

be; for really as far as Ican understand, there is
no choicer reading in the Avorld; andIliave by
me three or four of them, with'some manuscripts,
which, ingood truth, have keptme aliA-e, and not
me only, but many others beside. For, in har-
-Vest-tiine, many óf the reapers come hither every



day for shelter, during the noon-day heat; and
there is always one or other among them, that can
read, who takes one of these books in hand, and
abo ve thirty ofus place oursehes round him, and
listen tp him vvith so much pleasure, that itpre-
venís a thousañd hoary hairs : at least, Ican say
for myself, that, when Ihear of those furious and
terrible bíows, which the Knights-errant lay on,I
have a month's mind to be doing as much, and
could sit and hear them day and night."—

"IAvish
you did," quoth the hostess :

"
forInever have

a quiet moment in my house, but Avhen you are
listening to the reading; for then you are so be-
sotted, that you forget to scold for that time."

—
>"

It is true," said Maritornes, "and, in good
faith,Itoo am very much delighted at hearing
those things; for they are very fine, especially
when they tell us hoAV such a lady, and her
Knight, lieembracing each other underan orange-
tree, aba how a Duenna stands upon the Avatch,
dying withenvy, and her heart going pit-a-pat. I
say aíí this is puré honey."— "

And pray, misa,
what is your opinión of these matters?" said the,
Priest, addressing himself to the

'
innkeeper's

daughter.
"
Ido not know, indeed, Sir," ani

SAvered the girl:
"
Ilisten too; and truly, though

Ido not understand it, Itake some pleasure in
hearing it:but Ihave no relish for those blows
ano slashes, which please my father so much:
vhatlchieflylikv, is, the complaints the Knights



make, when they are absentfrom their mistresses;
and really, sometimes, they make me weep, out

of the pityIhave for them."
—"

You would soon
afford them relief, young gentlewoman," said
Dorothea, "

if they Avept for you."
—"
Ido not

know Avhat 1 should do," answered the girl;"
onlyIknow, that seA'eral of those ladies are so

cruel, that their Knights cali them tigers and lions
arid a thousand other ugly ñames. And, Jesu !
Icannot imagine Avhat kindoffolks they be, who
are so hard-hearted and unconscionable, that
rather than bestoAV a kind look on an honest gen-
tleman, they willlet him die, or run mad. And,
for my part, Icannot see Avhy all this coyness:
ifitis out ofhonesty, let them marry them; for
that is Avhat the gentlemen Avould be at."—"Hold
your tongue, hussey," said the hostess: "me-
thmks, you know a great deal of these mátters;
and itdoes not become young maidens to knoAv,
ortalk, so much."—" When this gentleman asked
me a civilquestion," replied the girl,

"
Icould

do no less sure, than ansAver him."
It is mighty Avell," said the Priest; "

pray,
landlord, bring me those books, forIhave a mmd
to see them."— "With all my heart," answered
the host: and going intobis chamber, he brought
°nt a iittle old cioak.ba& witha padlock and
cnam toit, and opening it,he took out three large

A umes > an(í sortie manuscript papers Avritten in
a yery fair character. The first book he opened



he found tobe DonCirongilioof Thrace, the nexfc
Felixmarte ofHyrcania, and the thircl the History
of the Granel Captain Gonzalo Hernández ofCor-
dova, with the Life of Diego Garcia de Paredes.
When the Priest had read the titles of the two first
he turned about to the Barber, and said :

"
We

Avant here our friend's Housekeeper and Niece."—"
Not &t all," answered the Barber;

"
for I

nryself can carry them to the yarel, or to the
chimney, Avhere there is a very good fire."—•

*• What, Sir! would you burn my books ?" said
the innkeeper.

"
Only these two," said the Priest;"

that ofDon Cirongilio and that of Felixmarte."—"What, then, are my books heretical, or fleg-
matical, that you have a mínd to burn them?"

—
"

Schismatical, you would say, friend," said the
Barber, "

and not flegmaticah" —"
Itis true," re-

plied the innkeeper;
"

but ifyou intend to buril
any, let itbe this ofthe Granel Captain, and this of
Diego de García; forIwillsooner letyou burn one
ofmychildren, than either ofthe others."

—•"Dear
brother," said the Priest, "

these íavo books are
great liars, and full of extravagant and foolish
conceits; and this of the Grand Captain is a true
history, and contains the exploits of Gonzalo
Hernández of Cordova, Avho, for his many and
brave actions, deserved to be called by all the
world the Granel Captain; a ñame renoAvned and
jllustrious, and merited by him alone. As for
Diego Garcia de Paredes, he was a gentleman of



note, born in the town of TruxilloinEstrema-
dura, a very brave soldier, and of such great
natural strength, that he could stop a winchnill,
inits greatest rapidity, Avitha single finger ;and
being once posted Avitha tAvo-handed sword at the
entrance upon a bridge, he repelled a prodigious
army, and prevented their passage over it. And
he performed other such things, that if,bastead of
being related by himself, with the modesty ofa
cavalier, Avho is his OAvn historian, they had been
Avritten by some other dispassionate and unpreju-
diced author, they Avould have eclipsed the ac-
tions of the Hectors, the Achilleses, and Or-
landos."

—"
Persuade my grandmother to thafj'

quoth the innkeeper;
"

do but see Avhat itis he
wonders at, the stopping ofa mill-Avheel! before
God, your Worship should have read, AvhatIhave
read, concerning Felixmarte of Hyrcania, who,
Avithone back-stroke, cut asunder five giants in
the middle, as ifthey had been so many bean-
cods, of which the chuchen make littlepuppet-
friars

'
3. Atanother time he encountered a very

great and powerful army, consisting of above a

million and six hundred thousand soldiers, all
armed from head to foot, and defeated them all,
as ifthey had been a floek of sheep. But Avhat
will you say of the good Don Cirongilio of
Thrace, avIio Avas so stout and valiant, as you may
see in the book, wherein is related, that, as he
was sailing on a river, a fiery serpent appeared



above water ; and as soon as he saAV it,he thréAV
himself upon it,and gettihg astride upon its sealy
shoulders, sepieezecl its throat with both his
hands, withso mtich foree, that the serpent, find-
ing itself in danger of being choked, had no

other remeelvj but to let itself sink to the bot-^
tom of the river, carrying along Avith him the
Knight, Avho Avould not quit his hold : and Avhen
they were got to the bottom, he found himself in
a fine palace, and in so pretty a garden, that it
Avas Avonderfuí ; and presently the serpent turned
into a A'enerable oíd man, Avho said so many
things to him, that the like Avas never heard.
Therefore, pray say no more, Sir; for, if you
Avere but to hear all this, you Avould ran mad
with pleasure. A fig for the Grand Captain,
and for that Diego García you speak of."

Dorothea, hearing this, said softly to Cardenio :"
Our landlord wants but little to make the se-

cond part of Don Quixote."
—"
Ithink so too,"

answered Cardenio :
"

for, according to the indi-
cations he gives, he takes all, that is related in
these books, for gospel, and neither more or less
than matters of fact ; and the bare-footed friars
themselves could not make him believe other-
wise."—" Look you, brother," said the Priest;"

there never was in the world such a man as
Felixmarte of Hyrcania, ñor Don Cirongilio of
Thrace, ñor any other Knights, such as the books
ofchivalry mention: for all isbut the contrivance
and invention of idle wits, who composed them



for the purpose of whiling away time, as you see
your readers do in reacling them ;forIvow and
jAvear to you, there never Avere any such Knights
in the Avorld, ñor did such feats, or extravagant
things, ever happen in it."

—
"To another dog

withthis bone," answ rered the host; "
as ifIdid

not know how many make fiA-e, or Avhere my OAvn

shoe pinches: do not think, Sir, to feedmeAvith
pap; for, before God, Iam no suckling. Agood
jest, indeed, that your Worship should endeavour
to make me belie*'e, that allthe contents ofthese
good books are lies and extravagancies, being
printed with the licence of the King's privy
council;as ifthey Avere people, that Avould alloAV
the impressions of such a paek of lies, battles,
and enchantments, as are enough to make one

distracted."
—"
Ihave already told you, friend,"

replied the Priest, "that itis done for the amuse*

ment of our idle thoughts : and as, inall weli-in-
stituted commonwealths, the games of chess,
tennis, and buhareis, are permitted for the enter-

tainment of those, who have nothing to do, and
Avho ought not, or cannot, Avork; for the same
reason they perrnit such books to be writtenand
printech presumingj as they Avellmay, that noboely
can be so ignoran t as to take them for true histo-
ries. And, ifitwere proper at this time, and my
hearers required it,Icould lay down such rules
for the composing books ofchivalry, as should,
perhaps, make them agreeable,- and even useful to



many persóns : but Ihope the time willcome,
that Imay communicate this design to those,

Avho can remedy it; and, in the mean Avhile, Sig-
nor Innkeeper, believe Avhat Ihave told yon,
and here take your books, and settle the point,
Avhether they contain truths or lies, as you please ;
and much good may do you Avith them ; and
God grant you do not halt on the same foot \*our

guest Don Quixote does."
—"

Not so," ansAvered
the innkeeper ;

"
Ishall not be so mael as to tum

Knight-errant ; forIknow very Avell, that times
are altercd, since those famous Knights-errant
wandereei about the Avorld."

Sancho carne in about the middle of this con-
versation, and Avas much cohfounded, and ATery
pensive, at Avhat he heard said, that Knights-er-
rant Were not now in fashion, and that all books
of chivalry Avere mere lies and fooleries ; and he
resolved withhimself to Avait the event of this
expedition ofhis Master's; and ifit didnotsuc-
ceed as happily as he expected, he determined to
leave him, and return home tohis Avife and chil-
dren, and to his accustomed labour.

The innkeeper was carrying aAvay the cloak-
bag and the books; but the Priest said to him;
w Pray stay, forIAvould see what papéis those
are, that are AViitten in so fair a character." The
host took them out, and having given them to
him to read, he found about eight sheets inma-
nuseript, and at the beginning a large title, which
was, The Novel of the Curious Impertinent.



The Priest read three or four lines to himself, and
said :

"
In truth Ido not dislike the titleof this

novel, and Ihave a mind to read it all." To
which the innkeeper answered:

"
YourReA^erence

may well venture to read it; forIassure you,
that some ofmy guests, who have read it,liked it

mightily, and begged itofme Avithgreat earnest-
ness; butIwould not give it them, designing to
restore it to the person, Avho forgot and left be-
hind him this cloak-bag, Avith these books and
papers; for perhaps their owner may come this
way again some time or other ;and though I
knowIshall have a great Avant of the books, in
faithIavíII restore them ; for, though Iam an

innkeeper, thank God, Iam a Christian,"—-
"

You are much in the right, friend," said the
Priest; "neA'ertheless, if the novel picases me,
you must give me leave to take a copy of it."

—-
"

With all my heart," ansAvered the innkeeper.
While these two were thus talking, Cardenio
had taken up the novel, and began to read it;
and, being likewise pleased Avith it, he desired
the Priest to read it, so as that they might all
hear it. "IavíII," said the Priest,

"
ifit be not

better to spend our time insleeping than inread-
ing."—"

Itwill be as Avell for me," said Doro-
thea, "

to pass the time in listening to some

story;for my spirits are not yet so composed as

to give me leave to sleep, though it Avere need-
ful."—"Well then," said the Priest,

"
Iwillread



it, ifit'Avere but for curiosity; perhaps itmay
contain something thatis entertaining." Master.
Nieladas and Sancho joined in the same request :

on Avhich the Priest, perceiving that he should
give them allpleasure, and receive some himself,
said :

"
Be allattentive then, for the novel begins

in the following manner."

CHAP. XXXIII

IN WHICH IS EEC1TED THE NOVEL OF THE CUIHOUS.

IMPERTINENT 14,

InFlorence, a rich and famous city of Itaíy,
in the province called Tuscany, lived Anselmo
and Lothario, two gentlemen of fortune and
quality, and such great friends, that all, Avho
knew them, styíed them, by Avay ofeminence and
distinction, the Two Friends. They Avere both.
bachelors, young, of the same age, and of the
same manners : all Avhich Avas a sufficient founela-
tion for their reciprocal friendship. Itis true,
indeed, that Anselmo was somewhat more in-
clined to amorous dalliance than Lothario, who
was fonder of country sports ;but, upon occa-
sion, Anselmo neglected his own pleasures, to
pursue those of Lothario ;and Lothario quitted
his, to folloAV those of Anselmo : and thus their
inclinations Avent hand in hand, with such har-
mony, that no clock kept such exact time. An-



selmo fell desperately in love with a beautiful
young lady of condition in the same city, called
Camilla, daughter of such good parents, and her-
self so good, that he resolved, withthe approba-
tion of his friend Lothario, Avithout Avhom he
did nothing, to elemand her ofher father in mar-

riage; Avhich he accordingly did. ItAvas Lotha-
rio, Avho carried the message; and itAvas he, Avho
concluded the match, so much to the liking of

bis friend, that, in a little time, he found himself
inthe possession of Avhat he desired, and Camilla
so satisfied Avithhaving obtained Anselmo forher
husband, that she ceascd not to give thanks to

Heaven, and to Lothario, by whose means such
good fortune had befallen her. For some days
after the wedeling, which are usually dedicated to
mirth, Lothario frequented his friend Anselmo's
house as he was Avont to do, striving to honour,
please, and entertain him to the utmost of his
power: but the nuptial season being over, and
compliments of congratulation at an end, Lotha-
rio began to remit the frequency of his visits to
Anselmo, thinking, as all discreet men should,
that one ought not to visit and frequent the
houses of one's friends, Avhen married, in the
same manner as whep they were bachelors. For,
though true and real friendship neither can ñor

ought tobe suspicious iuany thing, yet so nice is
the honour of a married man, that it is thought
it might suífer even by a brother, and much more



by a friend. Anselmo took notice ofLothario's
remissness, and complained greatly ofit, telling
him, that, had he suspected his being mar-
ried Avould have been the occasion of their not
conversing together as formerly, he would never
have done it; and since, by the entire harmony
between them, while both bachelors, they had
acquired so sweet a ñame as that of the Two
Friends, he desired he Avould not suffer so ho-r
nourable and so pleasing a title to be lost, by
overacting the cautious part; and therefore he
besought him, ifsuch a terna might be used be*
tween them, to return, and be master of his
house, and come and go as before; assuring
him, that his AvifeCamilla had no other pleasure,
or will, than what he desired she should have ;
and that, knowing Iioav sincerely and ardently
they loved each other, she was much surprised to
find him so shy.

To all these, and many other reasons, whjch
Anselmo urged to Lothario, to persuade him to
use bis house as before, Lothario replied with so
much pmdence, discretion, and judgment, that
Anselmo rested satisfied with the good intention
of his friend; and they agreed, that, two days iu
aweek, besides holydays, Lothario should comeand dme with him: and, though this Avas con-certeel between these two, Lothario resolved tado what he should think most for the honour of
his friend, whose reputation was dearer to him



than his own. He said, and he said right, that a
married man, on whoth Heaven has bestowed a
beautiful Avife, should be as careful what men he
brings home to his house, as Avhat female friends
she converses withabroad; for that, which can-

not be done, ñor concerted, in themarkets, at

churches, at public shows, or assemblies (things,
which husbands must not always deny their
wives), may be concerted and brought about at

the house of a she-friend or relation, of whom Ave

are most secure. Lothario said also, that a married
man stood inneed of some friend to inform him
ofany mistakes inhis conduct ; for it often hap-
pens, that the fondness a man has at first for his
Avife,makes him either not take notice, or not tell
her, for fear ofoffending her, that she ought to do,
or avoid doing, some things, the doing, or not
eloing Avhereof, may reflect honour or disgrace ;
allAvhich might be easily remedied by the timely
admonition of a friend. But Avhere shall Ave find
a friend, so discreet, so faithful, and sincere, as

Lothario here seems to require? Indeed, Icannot
tell,unless in Lothario himself, Avho, withthe utr
most diligence and attention, Avatched over the
honour of bis friend, and contrived to retrench,
cut short, and abridge the number of visiting
days agreed upon, lest the idle vulgar, and pry-
Ing malicious eyes, should censure the free access
of a young and rich cavalier, so Avellborn, and
°fsuch aecompjishments, as he could not but be



conscious to himself he was master ofyt

house of a lady so beautiful as Camilla
though his integrity and Avorth might brid
tongues of the censorious, yet he had no J
that his OAvn honour, or that ofhis friend, si
be in the least suspeeted ;and therefore, on
of the days agreed upon, he busied and emp!
himself about such things as he pretended
indispensable. And thus the time passed <

complaints on.the one hand, and excuses o

o

iv

other
Now ithappened one day, as they were v

i'ng ina meadow Avithout the city, Anselme
dressed Lothario in Avords to this efrect :
know very well, friend Lothario, Ican nev
thankful enough to God for the bléssings he
bestowecl upon me ; first, inmakihg me the
of such parents as mine were, and e-ivins: me \u25a0

so liberal a hand what men cali the goods o1
ture and fortune; and especially in having g
me such a friend as yourself, and such a wij
Camilla; two jeAvels, which, ifIvalué no
high asIought, Ivalué, at least, so high as :
able. Yet, notwithstanding all these adyanta
which usually are sufficient to make men
contented, IUve the most uneasy and dissati:
man' in the Avhole world; having been for s
time past harassed and oppressed with a desir<
strange; and so much out of the common ti
ofother men, thatIAvonderat myself, and bl



and rebuke myself for it, whenIam alone, en-

deavouring to stifle and conceal iteven from my

own thoughts, and yetIhave succeeded no better

in my endeavours to stifle and conceal it, than

ifIhad made itmy business to publish it to all
the world. And since, in short, itmust one day
break out, Iwould fain have itlodged in the ar-

chives of your breast ; not doubting but that,
through your secrecy, and friendly application to

relieve me, Ishall soon be freed from the vexa-

tion it gives me, and that, by your diligence, my
joy.willrise to as high a pitch as my discontent
has done by my own folly." Lothario was in

great suspense at Anselmos discourse, and un-

able to guess at what he aimed by so tedious a

preparation and preamble; and though he re-

volved in his imagination what desire it could be
that gave his friend so much disturbancc, he still
shot Avide of the mark ;and, to be quickly riel of
the perplexity into which this suspense threw.
him, he said to him, that itAvas doing a noto-

rious injury to their great friendship, to seek for
roundabout Avays to acquaint him withhis most

hidden thoughts, since he might depend upon
him, either for advice or assistance in what con-

cerned them. ". Itis very true," answered An-
selmo; "

and in, this confidence Igive you to
understand, friend Lothario, that the thing,
which disquiets me, is, a desire to know, Avhether
ffiywife Camilla be as good and as perfect as I
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imagine her to be; and Icannot be thoroughly
informed of this truth, but by trying her insuch
a manner, that the proof may manifest the per-
fection ofher goodness, as fire does that of gold.
For it is my opinión, my friend, that a Avoman is
honest only so far as she is, or is not, courted
and solicited : and that she alone is realíy chaste,
who has not yielded to the forcé of promises,
presents, and tears, or the continual solicitations
of importúnate lovers. For, what thanks are
due to a Avoman for being virtuous, Adaen no-
body persuades her to be otherwise? What
mighty matter, ifshe be reserved and cautious,
who has no opportunity given her ofgoing astray,
and knOAVS she has a husband, who, the first
time he catches her transgressing, avíII be sure to
take away her life? The wom.an, therefore, who
ishonest out of fear, or for want of opportunity,
Ishall not hold in the same degree ofesteem Avith
her,Avho, after solicitation and importunity, comes
off Avith thé crown of victory. So that, for these
reasons, and for many more Icould assign in
support of my opinión, my desire is, that my
wife Camilla may pass through these triáis, and
be purified and refined in the fire of courtship
and solicitation, and that by some person Avorthy
of placing his desires on her : and ifshe comes
off from this conflict, as Ibelieve she will, with
the palm of victory, Ishall applaud my matchless
fortune: Ishall then liaveit to say, that Ihave



attained the utmost.of my wishes, and may safely
boast, that the virtuous woman is fallen to my
lot, of whom the wise man says, Who canfina
her ? And ifthe reverse of all this should hap-
pen, the satisfaction of being confirmed in my
opinión willenable me to bear, without regret,
the trouble so costly an experiment may reason*

ablv give me. And, as notliina- a~ou can ürare
against my design can be of any avail towards
hindering me from putting it in execution, I
Avould have you, my friend Lothario, dispose
yourself to be the instrument of performing this
Avork ofmy fancy; and Iwillgive you opportu-
nity to do it, and you shall want for no means,
that Ican think necessary towards gaining upon
a modest, virtuous, reserved, and disinterested
woman. And, among other reasons, which in-
duce me to trust this nice affair to your manage-
ment, one is, my being certain, that, ifCamilla
should be OA*ercome, you willnot push the vic-
tory to the last extremitv, but only account that
for done, Avhich, for good reasons, ought not to
be done; and thus Ishall be AVronged only in
the intention, and the injury aaíII remain hidelen
m the virtue of your silence, Avhich, in what con-
eerns me, avíII, Iam assureel, be etenaal as that
of cleath. Therefore, ifyou Avould have me en-

J°y a life, that deserves to be called such, you
must immediately enter upon this amorous com-
bat > not languielly and lazily, but Avith all the



fervour and diligente my design require», aftd
with the cohfidence our friendship assures me of."

This was what Anselmo said to Lothario ; tó

all which he was so attentive, that, excepting
what he is already mentionecl to have said, he
ópened not his lips, until his friend had done i

but now, perceiving that he was silent, after he
had gazed at him earnestly for some time, as if
he had been looking at something he had never
seen before, and which oceasioned in him Avon-

der and amazement, he said to him:
"
Icannot

persuade myself, friend Anselmo, but that what
you have been saying to me is all in jest; for,
had Ithought you in earnest, Iwould not have
suffered you to proceed so far; and, by not lis-
tening to you,Ishould have prevented your long
harángue. Icannot but think, either that you

do not knoAv me, or that Ido not know yom
But, no :Iwell know, that you are Anselmo,
and you know, that Iam Lothario: the mischief
is, that Ithink you are not the Anselmo, you
used tobe, and you must imagine Iam not that
Lothario, Iought to be : for neither is what you
have said to me becoming that friend of mine,
Anselmo ; ñor is Avhat you require of me to be
asked of that Lothario, whom you know. For
true friends ought to prove and use their friends,
as tiie poet expresses it,usque ad aras ;as much
as to say, they ought not to employ their friend-.
ship in matters against the law of God. Ifan'



heathen had this notion of friendship, how much
more ought a Christian to have it,who knows,
that the divine, friendship ought not to be for-
feited for any human friendship Avhatever. And,

when a friend goes so far, as to set asido his duty
to Heaven, in compliance with the interests of
his friend, it must not be for light and trivial
matters, but only when the honour and lifeof
his friend are at stake. Tell me then, Anselmo,
which of these two are indanger, that Ishould
venture to compliment you withdoing a thing-in
itself so detestable, as that you require of me?
Jseither, assuredly : on the contrary, ifIunder-
stanel you right, you Avould have me take pains
to deprive you of honour and life, and, at the
same time, myself too ofboth. For, ifImust
do that, Avhich willdeprive you of your honour,
it is plain Itake aAvay your life, since a maii,
Avithout honour, is Avorse than ifhe were dead :
andIbeing the instrument, as you Avould have
me to be, of doing you so much harm, shall I
not bring dishonour upon myself, and, by con-
sequence, rob myself of life? Hear me, friend
Anselmo, and have patience, and forbear an-
swering, untilIhave done urging, what Ihave
to say ;for there avíIIbe time enoügh for you to
teply, and for me to hear you."—" With allmy

heart," said Anselmo ;
"

say Avhat you please."
Then Lothario went on, saying :

"Methiuks,
°h Anselmo! you are at this time in the same



disposition, that the Moors are always in, Avhora
you cannot convince of the error of their sect,

bv citations from holy scripture, ñor by argu-
ments drawñ from reason, or íbunded upon ar-

ticles of faith; but you must produce examples,
that are plain, easy, intelligible, elemonstrative,
and undeniable, Avithsuch mathematical demon-
strations as cannot be denieel; as when itis said :

Iffromequal parts we take equal parts, those that
remain are also equal. And, when they do not

comprehend this in Avords, as in reality they do
not, you must show itto them Avith your hands,
and set it before their very eyes ;and, after all,
nothing: can convince them of the truths of our

holy religión. Inthis very way and method must
Ideal Avith you ; for this desire, Avhich possesses
you, is so extravagant and Avíele of all that has

«/

the least shaclow of reason, thatIlook upon it as

mispending time to endeavour to convince you
of your folly; íbr at presen tIcan give itno bet-
ter ñame ;and Iam even tempted to leave you
to your indiscretion, as a punishment of your
preposterous desire : but the friendship Ihave
for you willnot let me deal so rigorously with
you, ñor willitconsent, thatIshould desert you
in such manifest danger of undoing yourself.
And, that you may clearly see that it is so, say,
Anselmo, have you not told me, that Imust
solicit her, Adro is reserved, persuade her, Avho
is virtuous, bribe her, Avho is disinterested, and



feoürt her, who is prudent ? Yes, you have told
me so. If,then, you knoAv, that you have a re-
serveel, virtuous, disinterested, and prudent Avife,

Avhat is it you Avould have ? And, ifyou are

of opinión she willcome off victorious from all
my attacks, as doubtless she avíII, what better
titles do you think to bestoAV on her afterwards,

than those she has already ? Or What will she
be more then, than she is noAV ? Either you do
not take her for Avhat you pretend, or you do
not knoAv what it is you ask. If you do not

take her for what you say you do, to what pui>
pose would you try her, and not rather suppose
her guilty, and treat her as such ? But, if she
be as good as you believp she is, it is absurel to

try experiments upon truth itself; since, Avhen
that is done, itwillremain but in the same degree
of esteem ithad before. And therefore Ave must

conduele, that to attempt things, from Avhencé
niischief is more likely to ensue, than. any ad-
vantage tous, is the part ofrash and inconsiderate
men ; and especially when they are such as Ave

are no Avay forceel, ñor obliged to attempt, and
when itmay be easily seen at a elistance, that the
enterprise itself is downright madness. Difticult
things are undertaken for the sake of God, of
theAvorld, or of both together : those, Avhich are
done for God's sake, are such as are.enterprised
hy the saints, while they endeaA'our to. Uve a life
of angels in human bodies : those, Avhich are
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taken in hand for loA-e of the world, are done by
those, Avho pass various oceans, various climates,
and many foreign nations, to acquire what are

usuaílv called the s;oods of fortune : and those,
which are undertaken for the sake of God and
the world togethef, are the actions of brave sol-
diers, who no sooner espy in the enemy's Avall
so much breada as may be made by a single can-
non-hall, but laying aside all fear, Avithout dc-
iiberating, or regarding the manifest danger,
that threatens them, and borne upon the Avings
of desire to act in defence of their faith, their
country, and their kiñg, they tlirow themselves
intrepidly into themidst of a thousand opposing*
deaths, that await them. These are the difticulties,
which are commonly attempted; and itis honour,
glory, and advantage, to-attempt them, though
so fullof dangers and inconvcniences. But that,
which you say you AVótild have attempted and
put inexecution, willneither procure you glory
from God, the goods of fortune, ñor reputation
among men. For, supposiñg the event to ansvver
your desires, you willbe neither happier, richer,
ñor more honoured, than you are at presentí ;
and ifyou should miscarry, you willfind your-
self inthe most miserable condition, that can be
imagined ; for then itwillavail you nothing to
think, that nobody else knows the misfortune,

which has befaílen you: itwillsurfaciently afiliet
and undo you, to know ityourself. And, as a


