
from whence he carne back more lightsome, and
more desirous to put in execution Avhat bis squire
had projected. The Canon gazed earnestly at
him, and stood in admiration at his strange and
unaccountable madness, perceiving, that in all
his discourse and ansAvers he discovered a very
good understanding, and only lost his stirrups,
as has been already said, Avhen the conyersation
happened to tura upon the subject of chivalry.
And so, after they Avere all sat down on the
green grass, in expectation of the sumpter-mule,
the Canon, being moAred Avithcompassion, said to
him:

"
Is it possible, Avorthy Sir, that the crude

and idle stuely ofbooks of chivalry should have
had that influence upon you, as to turn yourbrain
in such manner as to make you believe you are
hoav enchanted, with other things of the same
stamp, Avhich are as far from being true as false-
hood itself is from truth? How is itpossible any

. human understanding can persuade itself there
ever Avas in the Avorld that infinity of Amadis's,
that rabble offamous Knights, so many Emperors
of Trapisonda, so many Felixmartes ofHyrcania,

so many palfreys, so many damsels-errant, so
many serpents, so many dragons, so many giante,
so many unheard-of adventures, so many kinds
of enchantments, so many batties, so many fu-
rious encounters, so much bravery of attire, so
many princesses inlove, so many squires become
earls, so many wittydwarfs, so many billets-doux,



so many courtehips, so many valiant women^
and lastly, so many and such absurd accidente,
as your books of Knight-errantrr contain? For

tí O ,, *r

my own part, when Iread them, Avithout re-

flecting that they are all falsehóod and folly, they
gi\ré me some pleasure: but, when Iconsider
what they are, Itlirow the very best of tliem
against the wall, ancl should into the fire, had I
one near me, as Avell deserving such a punish-
ment, for being falsé and inveigling, and out of
the road of common sense, as broachers of neAV

sects andnewAvays oflife,and as giving occasion
to the ignorant vulgar to believe, and look upon
as truths, the multitude of absurdities they con-
tain. Nay, they have the presumption to daré, to
disturb the understandings ofingenious andwell-
born gentlemen, as is but too notorious in the
effect they have had upon your Worship, having
reduced you to such a pass, that you are forced to
be shut up in a cage, and carried on a waggon
from place to place, like some lion or tiger, to
be shoAvn for money. Ah, Signor Don Quixote,
have pity on yourself, and return into the bosom
ofdiscretion, and learn tomake use of those great
abilities Heaven has been pleased tobestow upon
you, by employing that happy taient you are
blessed with insome other kind ofreading, which
may redound to the benefit of your conscience,
and to the increase of your honour. But ifa
strong natural impulse must still lead you to



books of exploits and chivalries, read, in the
holy scripture, the book of Judges, Avhere you
willmeet with Avonderful truths, and achieve-
ments no less true than heroic. Portugal had a
Viriatus, Rome a Ca?sar, Carthage an Hannibal,
Greece an Alexander, Castile a Count Fernando
Gonzales, Valencia a Cid, Andalusia a Gonzalo
Fernandez, Estremadura a Diego Garcia de Pa-'
redes, Xerez a Garci Pérez de Vargas, Toledo a
Garcilasso, and Seville a Don Manuel de León;
the reading of Avhose valorous exploits may enter-
tain, instruct, delight, and raise admiration in
the most elevated genius. This, indeed, Avould
be a study worthy of your good understanding,
my dear friend, whereby you willbecoine learned
in history, enamoured of virtue, instructed in
soodness, bettered in manners, valiant Avithout
rashness, and cautious Avithout cowardice: and
all this willredound to the glory of God, to

your own profit, and the fame of La Mancha,
from whence, asIunderstand, you derive your
birth and origin."

Don Quixote listened Avithgreat attention to
the Canon's discourse; and when he found he
had done, after having stared at him a pretty
while, he said; "

Ifind, Sir, the Avhole of Avhat
you have been saying tends to persuade me there
"never Avere any Knights-errant inthe world, and

tbat all the books of chivalry are false, lying,
mischievous, and unprofitable to the common-



364 DON QUIXOTE.

Avealth; and that Ihave done illin reading,
worse in believing, and Avorst of all in imitating
them, by takingupon me the rigorous professiou
of Knight-errantry, Avhich they teach : and you
deny, that ever there Avere any Amadis's, either
ofGaul or ofGreece, or any other Knights, such

as those books are ful! of."—"Itis all precisely
as you say," replied the Canon. To which Don

Quixote answered:
"

You also were píeased to

add, tbat those books had done me much preju-
dice, having turned my braba, and reduced me

to the being carried about ina cage; and that it
would be better for me to ainenel and change my
course of study, by reading other books inore

true, more pleasant, and more instru.ctive."
—

>

"True," answered the Canon.
"

Why then,"

said Don Quixote, "
inrny opinión you are the

maduran and the enchanted person, since you
have set yourself to utter so many blasphemies
against a thing so universally received in the
world, and held for sucli truth, that he, avIio
should deny it, as you do, deserves the same pu-
nishment you are pleased to say you bestoAV oír

those books, Avhen you read them, and they vex
you. For to endeavour to make people believe,
that there never Was an Amadis in the Avorld,
ñor any other of the Knights-adventurers, of
which histories are full, would be to endeavour
to persuade them, -that the sun does not enhebren,
the frost give cold, ñor the earth yield suste-



nance. What genius can there be in the world
able to persuade another, that the .affair of the
Infanta Floripes and Guy of Burgundy was not

true; and that ofFierabrás at the bridge ofMan-
tible, Avhich fellout in'the time ofCharlemagne,
which,Ivow to God, is as true as that itis now

daylight? And, ifthese be lies, so must italso
be, that there ever Avas a Héctor or an Achules,
or a Trojan Avar, or the twelve Peers ofFranco,
or King Arthur of England, Avhois stillAvander-
ing about transformed into a raven, and is e\ rery
minute expected in his kingdom. And willany
one presume to say, that the history of Guarino
Mezquino, and that of the lawsuit of Saint
Grial, are lies 43; or that the amours of Sir
Tristram and tlie Queen Iseo, and those of
Ginebra ancl Lancelot, are also apocryphal ;
whereas there are persons, Avho almost remember
to have seen the Duenna Qukatannona, Avho Avas

the best skinker óf Avine, that ever Great Britain
could boast of? And this is so certain, thatIre-
member my grandmother by my father's side,

when she saAV any Duenna reverently coifed,
would say to me; 'Look, grandson, that oíd
woman is very like the Duenna Quintannona.*
From Avhenee Iinfer, that she must either have
known her, or at least have seen some portrait of
her. Then, avIio can deny the truth of the his-
tory ofPetar of Pro vence and the fair Magalona,
since, to this very day, is to be seen, in the



king's armory, the peg, wherewith he steered the
wooden horse, upon Avhich he rodé through the
air; which peg is someAvhat bigger than the pole
of a coach : and cióse by the peg stands Babieca's
saddle. And in Roncesvalles is to be seen Or-

lando's horn, as big as a great beam. From all
which Iconclude, that there were the twelve
Peers, the Peters, the Cids, and such other
Knights as those the Avorld calis adventurers. If
not, let them also tellme, that the valiant Porta-
guese John de Merlo was no Knight-errant ;he,
Avho Avent to Burgundy, and in the city of Ras
fought the famous lord ofCharni, Monseigneur 44

Pierre, and afterwards, in the city ofBasil, with
Monseigneur Enrique of Remestan, corning off
from both engagements conqueror, and loaded
with honourable fame: besides the adventures
and challenges, accomplished in Burgundy, of
the valiant Spaniards Pedro Barba, and Gutierre
Quixada, from whom Iam lineally descended,
who vanquished tbe sons of the Count Saint Paúl.
Let them deny likeAvise, that Don Fernando de
Guevara travelled into Germany in quest of ad-
ventures, where he fought withMessire 45 George,
a Knight.of the Duke of Austria's court. Let
them say, that the jousts ofSuero de Quinnones
of the Pass 46 were all mockery : with the enter-
prises of Monseigneur Louis de Falses against
Don Gonzalo de Guznaan, a Castilian Knight ;
withmany more exploits, performed by Christian
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Knights of these and of foreign kingdoms; allso
authentic and true, that, Isay again, Avhoever
denies them must be void ofall sense and reason."

The Canon stood in admiration to hear the
medley Don Quixote made of truths and lies,
and to see Uoav skilled he Avas in allmatters any
way relating to Knight-errantry ; and . therefore
ansAvered him: "

Icannot deny, Signor Don
Quixote, but there is some truth ih Avhat you
say, especially inrelation to the Spanish Knights-
errant; and Iana also ready to allow, that there
were the twelve Peers of France :butIcan never
believe they did all those things ascribed to them
by Archbishop Turpin : for the truth is, they
were Knights chosen by the Kings ofFrance, and
called peers, as being all equal in quality ancl
prowess : at least, if they were not, itwas fit
they should be so: and in this respect they 'were

not uníike our reügjous military orders of Saint
Jago or Calatrava, which presuppose that the
profossors are, or ought to be, cavaliers of Avorth,
valour, and family: and, as now Ave say, a

Knight of St. John, or of Alcántara, in those
times they said, a Knight of the twelve Peers,
those of that militaryorder being twelve innum-

ber, and all equal. That there was a lid, is
beyond all doubt, as likewise a Bernardo del
Carpió ;but that they performed the exploits told
of them, Ibelieve there is great reason to suspect.
As fo Peter of Provence's peg, and its standing



closé by Babiecas saddle, in the king's armory,
Iconfess my sha, inbeing so ignorant, or short-
sighted, that, though Ihave seen the saddle, I
never could discover the peg; Avhich is someAvhat
strange, considering how big you say it is."

—
"Yet, Avithout all question there itis," replied
Don Quixote, "

since they say itis kept ina lea-
thern case, that itmay not take rust."

—"
Itmay

be so," ansAvered the Canon;
" but, by the holy

orders Ihave received, Ido not remember to

have seen it. But supposing Ishould grant you
it is there, Ido not therefore think myself bound
to believe the stories of so many Amadis's, ñor

those of such a rabble rout of Knights as Avehear
of: ñor is it reasonable, that a gentleman, so
honourable, of such excellent parts, and endued
withso good an understanding as yourself, shou!d
be persuaded, that such strange follies, as are
writtenin the absurd books ofchivalry, are trueA'

CHAP. L.

P$ THE 1NGENIOUS CONTEST BETWEEN DON QUIXOTE
AND THE CANON, AVITH OTHER ACCIDENTS°A good jest, indeed !" answered Don Qui-

xote,
"

that books printed with the licence of
Kings, and the approbation of the examiners,
read with general pleasure, and applauded by
great and small, poor and riela, learned and ig-



norant, gentry and commonalty, in short, by all
sorts of people, of Avhat state or condition soeArer

they be, should be all lies, ancl especially carry-
ing such an appearance of truth! For do they
not tell us the father, the mother, the country,
the kindrecl, the age, the place, Avith á particu-
lar eletail of every action performed daily by such
a Knight or Knights ? Good Sir, be silent, and
do not utter such blasphemies; ancl believe me,I
aelvise you to act in this affair like a discreetpeiv
son : do but peruse them, and you avíII find Avhat
pleasure attends this kind ofreading. For, pray,

tell me ; can there be a greater satisfaction than

to see, placed as it Avere before our eyes, a vast

lake ofboiling pitch, and in ita prodigious nuni-
ber of serpents, snakes, crocodiles, and divers

other kinds of fierce and dreadful creatures,

SAvimmingup and doAvn; and from the nridst of

the lake to hear a most dreadful voice, saying:
1O Knight, Avhoever thou art, that standes! be-

holdina: this tremendous lake, ifthou art desirous

to enjoy the happiness, that lies concealed beneath
these sable Avaters, show the valour of thy un-

daunted breast, and plunge thyself headlong

into the midst of this black and burning liquor :
for, ifthou dost not, thou Avilt be unworthy to

see the mighty Avonders enclosed therein, and con-

tained inthe seven castles of the seven enchanted
nymphs, who dwell beneath this horrid black*

ness.' And scarcely has the Knight heard the



fearful voice, Avhen, Avithout farther considera-
tion, or reflecting upon the danger, to which he
exposes himself, ancl even Avithout putting off
his cumbersome and Aveighty armour, recom-
mending himself to God and his mistress, he
plunges into the middle of the boiling pool; and,
Avhen he neither heeels ñor considers Avhat mav
become of him, he finéis himself in the midst of
flowery fields, Avith which those of Elysium can
in no Avise compare. There the sky seems more
transparent, ancl the sun shines with a fresher
brightness. Beyond itappears a pleasing forest,
so green and shady, that its verdure rejoices the
sight, Avhilst the ears are entertained with the
SAveet and artless notes of an infinite number of
little painted birds, hopping to and tro among
the intricate branches. Here he discovers a
Avarbling brook, Avhose cool waters, resembling
liquid crystal, run murmuring over the fine
sands and snowy pebbles, out-glittering sifted
gold and purest pearl. There he espies an arti-
ficial fountain of variegatecl jasper and polished
marble. Here he beholds another of rustic
Avork, in Avhich the minute shellsof the muscle,
withthe Avhite and yellow wreathed houses of the
snail, placed in orderly confusión, interspersed
with píeces of glitterieg crystal and pellucid
emeralds, compose a work ofsuch variety, that
art imitating nature seems here to surpass her
Thenon asuddenhe descries a strong- castle, or



Stately palace, Avhose walls are of massy gold,
the battlemcnts of diamonds, and the gates of
hyacinths : in short, the structure is so admi-
rable, that, though the material^, of Avhicliit is
framed, are no less than diamonds, carbunclos,
mb-ies, pearls, gold, ancl emeralds, yet the
Workmanship is stillmore precioüs; And, after
having seeía all this, can any thing be more
charming than to behold, sallying forth at the
castle-gate, a goodly troop of damsels, whose
bravery ancl gorgeous attire should Ipretend to

describe, as the histories do at large, í should
never have done ; and then she, who appears to
be the chief of them all, presently takés by the
hand the dáring Knight, who threw himself into
the burning lake, aiad, Avithout speaking a Avorcl,
Carries him into the riela palace, or castle, and,
stripping him as naked as his mother bore him,
barbes him inmilk-warm water', and then anoints
him all over with odoriferous essences, and puts
on him a shirt of the finest lawn, all sweet-

scented and perfumed. Thén comes another
damsel, and throws over his shouíders a mantle,

reckoned worth, at the very least, a city or more.

What a sight is it then, when after this he is car-

tied to another hall, to behold the rabies spread
in such order, that he is struck Avith suspense
and Avonder ! Then to see him Avash his hands in
Water distilled from amber and sweet-scented
flowers! To see him seated ina chair of ivoryl



vellous silence !Then to see such variety of delr-
cious viands, so savourily dressed, that the appe-

títe is at a lóss to direct the hand !To hear soft

music while he is eating, Avithout knowing avIio
itis, that sings, or from whence the sounds pro-
ceed! And when elinner is ended, and the cloth
taken away, the Knight lollingin his chair, and
perhaps picking his teefh, according to custom,

enters unexpectedly at the hall door a damsel
much more beautiful than any of the former, and,
seating herself by the Knight's side, begins to

give him an account what castle that is, and how
she is enchanted init, Avithsundry other matters,
which surprise the Knight, atad raise the admirar
tion of those, who read his history. Iwillenla-rge
no further upon this; for from henee you may
conclude, that whatever part one reads of what-
ever history ofKnights-errant, must needs cause
delight ancl wonder in the leader. BeiieA-e me
then, Sir, and as Ihave already hinted,

"

read
these books, and you avíII find, that they will
banish all your melancholy, and meliorate your
disposition, ifithappens to be a bad one. This
Ican say for myself, that, since Ihave been a
Knight-errant, Iam become valiant, civil,liberal-,
Avell-brecl, generous, courteous,' daring, affable,
patient, a sufferer of toils, imprisonments, and
enchantments : and though itbe so littlea Avhile.
since Isaw myself locked up in a cage like a



tnariman, yet Iexpect by the valour ofmy arm,
\u25a0Heaven favouring, and fortune not opposing, in
-a few days to see myself King of some kingdom,
iriwhich Imay display the gratitude aud liberality
enclosed in this breast of mine : for, upon my
fai-th, Sir, the poor man is disabled from prac-
tising the virtue ofliberality, though he possess it
innever so eminent a elegree ; and the gratitude,
which consiste only in inclination, is a dead
thing, even as faifh Avithout Avorks is dead. For
which reason Ishould be glad, that fortune Avould
ofiér me speedily some opportunity of becoroing-
an Emperor, thatImay show my heart by doing
good to my friends, especialiy to poor Sancho
Panza here, my squire, avIio is the honesíest
man in the world; and Iwould fain bestOAV on
him an earldom, as Ihave long since promised
him, but thatIfear he avíII not have abilitysuf-
ficient to govern his estáte."

Sancho overheard his master's íast words, to
whom be said :

"
Take you the pains, Signor

Don Quixote, to procure me this same earldom,
so often promised by you, and so long expected
by me; for Iassure you Ishall not want for
ability sufficient to govern it. But supposing I
had not,Ihave heard say, there are people in the
\u25a0world, avIio take lordships to fann, paying the
OAvners so much a year, and taking upon them-
selves the Avhole management thereof, whilst the
lord himself, with outefretched lee/s, lies alono-



at bis case, enjoying the rent they give hita,
Avithout concerning himself any further about it,

Just so willIdo, and give myself no more trou-

bie than needs must, but immediately surrender
all up, and Uve upon my rente like any duke,
ancl íet the world rub."

—"This, brother San-.
cho," replied the Canon,

"
is to be understood

only as to the enjoyment of the revenue : but as
to the administration of justice, the lord himself
must look to that ;and for this, ability, sound
judgment, and especially an upright intention,
are required; for if these be Avanting in the be-
ginnings, the means and ends willalway s be er-
roneous; and therefore Godusually prospers the
good intentions of the simple, and disappointe
the evildesigns of the cunning."— "

Ido not un-
derstand these philosophies," ansAvered Sancho ;"
Ionly knoAv,IavísIiImay as speedily have the

earldom, as Ishould knoAv how to govern it; for
Ihave as large a soul as another, and as large a
body as the best of them; and Ishould be as
much king of my own dominión as any one is of
his: ancl being so, Iwould do Avhat Ipleased;
and doing whatIpleased, Ishould have mywill;
ancl having- my will,Ishould be contented; and
when one is contented, there is no more to be
desired; and when there is no more to be desired,
there 3 s an end ofit; and let the estáte come, and
God be withye;and let us see it, as one blind



iosophics, as you say, Sancho," adeled the Ca-
non;

"
nevertheless there is a great deal more

to be said upon the subject of earldoms." To
Avhich Don Quixote replied:

"
Iknow not Avhat

more may be said ; onlvIs;overn myself by the
example of the great Amaelis de Gaul, who made
his squire Knight of the Firm Island; and there-
fore Imay, Avithout scruple of conscience, make
an earl of Sancho Panza, who is one of the best
squires, that ever Knight-errant had." The Ca-
non was amazeri at Don Quixote's methodical
and orderly madness, the manner ofhis describing
the adventure of the Knight of the lake, the hn-
pression made upon him by those premeditated
lies he had read in his books : ancl lastly, he ad-
inired at the simplicity of Sancho, Avho so vehe-
mently desired to obtain the earldom bis master
had promised him

By this time the Canon's servants, Avho went

to the inn for the sumpter-mule, Avere come
back; and spreading a carpeton the green grass,
thev sat down under the shade of some trees,

ancl dined there, that the Avaggoner might not

lose the conveniency ofthat fresh pasture, aswe
have said before. And Avhile they Avere eating,

they heard on a sudden a loud noise, and the

sound ofa little bel! in a thicket of -briers and
tliorns, that was hard by-; and at the same instant
they saw a very beautiful she-goat, speckled with
black, white, and gray, run out of the thicket.



After her carne a goatherd, calling to her aloud,
inhis wonted language, to stop and come back
to the fold. The fugitíve goat, trcmbling and
affrighted, betook herself to the company, as it
Avere for their protection, and there she stoppeel.
The goatherd carne up, and taking her by the
horns, as ifshe Avere capable of discourse ancl
reasoning, he said to her: "Ah, wanton, spotted
fooí!Avhat caprice bath made thee halt thus of
late days ? What Avolves Avait for thee, child?
Wiltthou tell me, pretty one, Avhat this means?
But Avhat else can it mean, but that thou art a
female, and therefore canst not be quiet ? A
curse on thy humours, and on all theirs, whom
thou resemblest so much! Tuna back, my love,
turn back ; for though, perhaps, you willnot be
so contented, at least, you willbe more safe in
your own fold, and among your OAvn compa-
nions : and if you, Avho are to look after, and
guide them, go yourself so much astray, what
must become of them?" The goatherd's Avords
delightedall the hearers extremely, especially thé
Canon, who said to him :

"
Ientreat you, bro-

ther, be not in such a hurry to forcé back this
goat so soon to her fold; for since, as you say,'
she is a female, she willfollow her own natural
instinct, though you take never so much pains to
hinder her. Come, take this morsel, and then
drink; whereby you willtemper your choler, and
in the mean while the goat willrest herself.' 4



Andinsaying this he gave him the hinder quarter
of a cold rabbit on the point of a fork. The
goatherd took it,and thanked him ; then drank,
and sat down quietly, and said :

"
IAvould not

have you, Gentlemen, take me for a foolish
follow, for having talked sense to this animal;

for in truth the Avords Ispoke to her are not

without a mystery. Iam a country feiloAV, itis
true, yet not so much a rustic, butIknow the
difference between conversing with men and
beasts."

—"
Iverilybelieve you," said the Priest;

"
forIhaA-e found by experience, that the moun-

tains breed learned men, and the cottages of

shepherds contaba philosophers."—
"

At least,
Sir," replied the goatherd,

"
they afforcl men,

Avhohave some knoAvledge from experience; and

to convince you of this truth, though Iseem to.

invite myself Avithout being asked, if itbe not

tiresome to you, and if you please, Gentlemen,

to lend me your attention, Iwilltell you a true

story, Which will confirm AvhatIand this same

gentleman (pointing to the Priest) have said."

To this Don Quixote answered: "As -this

business has somewhát of the face of an adven-

ture, Ifor hay part willlisten to you, brother,

withallmy heart, and so willall these gentle-
men, being discreet and ingenious persons, and

such as love to hear curious novelties, that sur-

prise, gladden, and entertain the senses, as Ido

2iot doubt but your story willdo. Bcgin then,



friend, for we willall hearken."—
-"
Idraw my

stake," quoth Sancho, "and hie me with this.
pasty to yonder brook, where Iintenel to stuff

myself for three days ; forIhave heard my mas-

ter Don Quixote say, that the squire ofa Knight-
errant must eat, when he has it,untilhe can eat

no longer, because it often happens, that they
g-et into some Avood so intricate, that there is no

hitting the way out in six days ; and then, ifa
man has not his belly welllined, or his wallet Avell
provided, there he may remaba, and often does
remaba, until he is turned into mummy."—"You
are in the right, Sancho," said Don Quixote:"

go whither you Avilh ánd eat Avhat you can ;
forIam already sated; and \vant only to give my
mind its repast, which Iam going to do by lis-
tening to this"honest man's story."

—"
We all do

the same," addedthe Canon, and then desired the
goatherd to begin the tale he had promised The
goatherd gave the goat, which he held by the
horas, two slaps on the back Avith the palni of his
hand, saying:

"
Lie down byme, speckledfool ;

for Ave have time ancl to spare for returning to
our fold.". The goat seemed tounderstand him;
for, as soon as her master was seated, she laidher-
self cióse by him very quietly, and looking up in.
his face, seemed to signify she was attentive to
what the goatherd was going to relate, who be.
gan his story in this mannqr.



WHICH TEEATS OF WHAT THE GOATHERD RELATE»
TO ALL THOSE, WHO ACCOMPANIED DON QUÍSOTE.

"
ihkee leagues from this v.alley there is a

town, which) though but smaíl, is one of the
richest in all these parts : and therein dwelt a
farmer ofso good a character, that, though esteem
is usually annexed to riches, yet he was more
respected for his virtue, than for the wealfh he
possessed. But that, which completed his hap»
piness, as he used to say himself, Avas his having
a daughter of such extraordinary beauty, rare
discretion, gracefulness, and virtue, that whoever
knew and beheld her was in admiration at the
surpassing endowments, Avherewith Heaven and
nature had enriched her. When a child, she
Was pretty, and, as she grew up, became still
more and more beautiful, until, at the age of
sixteen, she was beauty itself. And uoav the
fame ofher beauty began to extend itselfthrough
all the neiglibouring villages : doIsay, through
the neighbouring villages only? It spread itself
to the remotest cities, and even made its Avay
jnto the palaces of kings, and reached the ear§

«f all sorts of peopje, Avho carne to see her from
all parts, as ifshe had been some relie, or won-
der-working image. Her father guarded her,
and she guarded herself; for there are no pad-



locks, bolts, norbars, that secure amaíden better

than her OAvn reserve. The Avealth of the father,

and the beauty of the daughter, induced many,

both of ,the town and strangefs, to demanel her

to Avife. But he, Avhose right it was to dispose
of so precious a jewel, Avas perplexed, not know-

ing, amiclst the great number of importúnate
suitors, on Avhom to bestow her. Among the
many, who were thus disposed, Iwas one, and
flattered myself with many and great hopes of

•sticcess, as being known to her father, born in the
.same vilíage, untainted inblood, inthe floAver of
my age, tolerably rich, and ofno despicable un-

•derstanding. With the very same advantages
another ofour village demanded her also inmar-
riage; which occasioned a suspense and balancing
qf her father's will, Avho thought his daughter
would be very Avell matched Avith either of us:
and, fo ge fe out of this perplexity, he determined
to acquaint Leandra withit; for that is the rich
maitlen snaine, Avhohas reduced me tothisAvretch-
ed state, considering that, since our pretensions
were equa!,:it.was best to leaA'e the choice to his
beioved daughter ; an example worthy the imi-
tation of all parents r who Avould marry their
children. Iáo not say they should give them
their choice ha things prejudicial ;4aút they should
propose to. them good ones, . and out of them let
them.choose to tlaeir minéis. For my part, I
.know not what was Leandra's iiking:Ionly



know, that her father put us both offby pleading
the too tender age of his daughter, and with
such general expressions as neither laid any ob-
•iigation upon him, ñor disobliged either of us.
My rival.'s ñame is Anselmo, and mine Eugenio ;
for it is fityou should. know the ñames, of the
persons concerned inthis tragedy, the catas trophe
of which is stili depending, though one may
easily foresee it willbe disastrous."

About that time there carne to our toAvn one
Vincent de la Rosa, son of a poor farmer of the
same village : which Vincent was come out of
ítaly, and other countries, Avhere he had served
in the Avars. A captain, Avho happened tornarch
that Avay Avithhis company, had carried himav/ay
from our town at twelve years of age, ancl the
young man returned, at the end of tevelve years
more, in the garb of a soldier, set off Avith a

thousand colours, and hung Avith a thousand
crystal trinkets and fine steei chains. To-day he
put on one finery, to-morrow another : but all
slight and counterfeit, of little Aveight and less
valué. The country -folks, Avho are naturally
malicious, ancl, ifthey have ever so littleleisure,
are malice itself, obser-ved, and reckoned up all
his trappings and gewgaAvs, and found that he
had three suits of apparél, of different colours,
with hose and garters to them :but he disguised
them so many. different ways, and withmany
ínventions, that, ifone had not counted them,



you would have swom he had had abové teti

suits, and above teventy plumes of feathérs. And

let not whatIhave been saying of his dress bé
looked upon as impertinent or súpeiíluous; for

it makes a considerable part of this story. He
used to seat himself on a stoiie-bench, under a

great poplar-tree in our market-place, and there
he would hold us all gaping, and iistening to the
exploits he would be teiling us. There was no

country on theAvhole globe he had not seen, ñor

battle he had not been. in. He had slain more

Moors than ate inMorocco andTunis, and fought
moreduels, as he said, than Gante, Luna, Diego
Garcia de Paredes, and a thousand others, and
always carne off victorious, Avithout having lost
a drop ofblood. Then again he Avotild be show-
ing us marks of Avoünds, which, though they
were not to be discerned, he Avould persuade us
were so many musket-shots received in severa!
actions and fights. Ina word, withan unbeard-
of arrogance, he would Thou his equals and
acquaintance, saying, his arm Ayas his father,
bis deeds his pedigree, and that, under the title
of soldier, he owed the King himself nothing.
To these bravadoes Avas added, his being some-
what ofa anuncian, and scratching a littleupon
the guitar, which some said he Avould make
speak. Buthisgracesandaccomplishmente did
not end here ;for he was also a bit of a poet,.
and wouldcompose aballad, a league. and ahaff
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inlength, on every childish acciclent that passed
in the village."

Now this soldier, AvhomIhave here de-
•scribed, this Vincent de la Rosa, this hero, this
gallant, this musician, this poet, Avas often seen
and admired by Leandra, from a AvindoAv of her
house, Avhich faced the market-place. She Avas
struck withthe tinsel of his gaudy apparel: his:
ballads enchanted her; anclhe gave at least twenty
copies about ofallhe composed : the exploits he
related of himself reached her ears : lastly (for
so, it seems, the devil has ordained) she fell
doAvnright in love with him, before he had en-
tertained the presumption ofcourting her. And
as, in affairs of love, none are so easily accom-
plished as those, Avhich are favoured by the in-
clination of the lady, Leandra and Vincent easily
carne to an agreement, and, before any of th©
multitude of her suitors liad the least suspicion
of her design, she had already accomplished it:
for she left the house of her dear and beloved
father (for mother she had none), and absented
herself from the town Avith the soldier, Avho carne
off with this attempt more triumphantly than
from any of those others be had so arrogantly
boasted of. This event amazed the Avhole toAvn,
and all that heard any thing of it. I, for my
part, was confounded, Anselmo astonished, ber
father sad, her kindred ashamed, justice alarmed,
and the troopers of the holy Brotherhood in rea*



diness. They beset the highways, and searched
the avoocIs, leaving no place unexamined ; and,

at the end of three days, they found the poor
fond Leandra in aca\*e of a mountain, naked to

her shift, and stripped of a large sum of money,

and severa! valuable jeAvels, she had carried away
from borne. They brought her back into the
presence of her disconsolate father : they asked
her Iioav this misfortune had befallen her; she
readily confessed, that Vincent cíe la Rosa had
deceived her, .and, upon promise of marriage,
had persuaded her to leave her father's house,
telling her he Avould carry her to Naples, the
richest and most delicious cityofthe whole wprld;
that she, through too much credulity and inad-
vertency, liad bdieved him, and, robbing her
father, had put all into his hands the night she
Avas first missing; and that he conveyed her to a
craggy- mountain, andshutherup in that cave,
in which they had found her. She also related
to them hoAV the soldier plunelered her of every
thing but her honour, and, left her there, ancl
fled: a circumstance, whichmade us all Avonder
afresh ;for itwas no easy matter to persuade us of
the young man's continency : but she affirmed it
with so much earnestness, that her father was-in
some sort comforted, making no great account
of the. other, riches the soldier had taken from his.
daughter, since he had left her that jewel, which,
once lost, can never be recovered.
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The very same day that Leandra returned,

she disappeared again from our eyes, her father
sending and shutting her up ina nunnery belong-
ing to a town not far distant, in hopes that time
might Avear off a good part of the reproach his
daughter has brought upon herself. Her tender
years Avere some excuse for her fault, especially
withthose, who had no interest inber being good
or bad : but they, Avho are aequainted with her
good sense and understanding, could not ascribe
her fault to her ignorance, but to her levity,
and to the natural propensity of the sex, which
is generally unthinking and disorderly. Leandra
being shut up, Anselmo's eyes Avere blinded; at
least they saAV nothing, that could afford them any
satisfaction : and mine Avere indarkness, Avithout
light to direct them to any pleasurable object.
The absence of Leandra increased our sadness,
and diminislied our patience: we cursed the sol-
dier's finery, and detested her father's Avant of
precaution. At last, Anselmo and Iagreed to
quit the town, and betake ourselves to this val ley,
Avhere, he feeding a great number of sheep of his
own, andIa numerous herd of goats of mine,

we pass our Uves among these trees, giving
vent to our passions, either singing together the
praises or reproaches of the fair*Leandra, or

sighing alone, and each apart communicating our

plaints to Heavep. Several others of Leandra's
suitors, in imitatioii of us, are come to these



rocky mountains, practising the same employ-
mente; and they are so numerous, that this place
seems to be converted into the pastoral Arcadia,
it is so fullof shepherds and folds; ñor is there
any part of it, Avhere the ñame of the beautiful
Leandra is nót heard. One utters execrations
against her, calling her fond, fickle, and im-
modest: another condemns her fonvardness and
levity: some excuse and pardon her; others
arraiam and condenan her: one celebrares her
beauty; another rails ather illqualities: inshort,
all blame, and all adore her; and the madness
of all rises to that pitch, that some complain of
her disdain, AVho nevér spoke to her: yea, some

there are, Avho bemoan themselves, and feel the
raging disease of jealousy, though she never gave
any occasion for it; for, as Ihave said, her guilt
Avas knoAvn before her inclination. There is no
holloAv of a rock, ñor brink of a rivulet, ñor

shade of a tree, that is not oecupied by some
shepherd, Avho is recounting his misfortunes to
the air : the echo, wherever it can be formed,
repeats the ñame of Leandra: the mountains
resound Avith Leandra ; the brooks murmur Le-
andra : in short, Leandra holds us all in suspense
and enchanted^oping without hope, and fearing
withoutknoAV^-what. Among these extravagant
madmen, he, >vho shows, the least and the most
sense, is my rival Anselmo, who,' having so
many other causes of complaint, complains only



of absence : and to the sounel of a rebec, which
he tóuches to admiration, pours forth his com-
píaints in verses, Avhich discover an excellent
genius, Ifollow an easier, and, inmy opinión,
a better Avay, Avhich is, to inveigh against the
levity of Avomen, their inconstancy, and double-
dealing, their lifeíess promises, ancl broken faith:
and, in short, the little discretion they show in
plaeing their affections, or making their choice."This, Gentlemen, Avas the occasion of the
expressions and language Iuseel to this goat,
Avhen Icarne hither ] for, being a female, Ide-
spise her, though she be the best of allmy fiock.
This is the storyIpromised tó tell you : ifIhave
been tedious in the rélation, Iwillendeavour to

make you amenas by my service; my cottage is

hard by, where Ihave neAV milk, and very sa-

voury cheese, Avith variety of fruits of the season,

not less agreeable to the sight than to the taste."

CHAP. LII.

OF THE QUARREL BETWEEN DON OtUXOTE AND THE

GOATHERD, WITH THE EARE ADVENTURE OF THE

DISCIPLINANTS, WHICH HE HAPPILY A6COMPLISHEP

AVITH THE SWEAT OF HIS BROWS

The goatherd's tale gave a general pleasure to
all, that heard it, especially to the Canon, avíio,
wfth an unusual curiosity, took notice of his
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manner of telling it,inwhich he discovered more
of the polite courtier than of the rude goatherd ;
and therefore lie said, that the Priest was very
much inthe right inafnrming, that the mountains
produced men ofletters. They alloffered their ser-
vice to Eugenio: but the most liberal ofhis offers
upon this occasion Avas Don Quixote, Avho said
to him:

"
In truth, brother goatherd, Avere Iin

a capacity of undertaking any new adventure, I
would immediately set forward to do you a good
turn, by fetching Leandra out of the nunnery,
in which, doubtless, she is detained against hef
will,in spite of the abbess and all opposers, and
putting her into your hands, tobe disposed ofat
your pleasure, so far as is consistent Avith the laAvs
of chivalry, which enjoin, thatno kind ofviolence
be offered to damsels: though Ihope inGod our
Lord, that the poAver ofone malicious enchanter
shall not be so prevalent, but that the power of
another and a better intentioned one may prevail
over it;and thenIpromise you myaid and pro-
tection, as Iam obliged by my profession, Avhich
is no other than to favour the weak and neces-
sitous." The goatherd stared at Don Quixote;
and observing bis bad plight and scurvy appear-
ance, he whispered the Barber, who sat next
him; "Pray, Sir, who is this man, who makes
such a strange figure, and talks soextravagantly ?*
—"Who should it be," answered the Barber"

but the famous Don Quixote de la Mancha
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