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LIFE and EXPLOITS

OF THE INGENIOUS GENTLEMAN

DON QUIXOTE
DE LAMANCHA.

GHAP. XXVIII.

WHICH TREATS OF THE NEW AND AGREEABLE ADVEN-

TURE THAT BÉFELE THE PRIEST ANO THE BARRER

IN THE SAME MOUNTAIN.

Most happy and fortúnate were the, times*
in which the most daring Knight Don Quixote
de laMancha was ushered into the world; since,
through the so honourable resolution he took of
reviving-and reste-ring to the world the long since
lost, and as it were buried, order of Knight-
errantry, we, in tliese our times, barren and un-

fraitful of amusing entertainments, enjoy not
only the sweets of his truehistory, but alsothe
stories and episodes of it, which are, in some
sort, no less pleasing, artificial, and true, than.

the history itself: which, resuming the broken
thi-ead of the narration, relates, that, as the

Priest was preparing himself tocomfort Cardenio,



he was hindered by a voice, which, withmooni-

fulaccents, spoke inthis manner:"
Oh Heavens ! is it possible Ihave at last

found a place, that can afford a secret grave for
the irksome burden of this body, whichIbear
about so much against my will? Yes, itis, ifthe
solitude, which these rocks promise, do not de-
ceive me. Ah, woe is me ! how much more
agreeable society shall Ifind ín these crags and
brakes, which will,at least, aíford me leisure to
communicate my miseries to Heaven by com-
plaints, than in the eonversatio-n of men, since
there is no one íiving, from whom Ican expect
counsel indoubts, ease in complaints, or remedy
in misfortunes."

The Priest, and they, that were withhim, heard
all this very distinctly; and perceiving, as indeed
it was, that the voice was near them, they rose
up inquest of the speaker; and they had not
gone twenty paces, when, behind a rock, they
espied a youth, dressed like a peasant, sitting
at the foot ofan ash-tree; whose face they could
not then discern, because he hung down his
head, as he was washing his feet in a rivulet,
which ran by. They drew near so silently, that
hedid not hear them; ñor was he intent upon
any thingbut washing his feet, which were such,
that they seemed to be two pieces ofpurecrystal,
growing among the other pebbles of the brook.
They stood in admiration at the whiteness and



beauty of the feet, which did not seem to them
to be made for breaking of clods. or following'
the plough, as their owner's dress might have
persuaded them they were: and findingthey wére
not perceived, the Priest, who went forémost;
made signs to the other two, to crouch low, ór
hide themselves behind some of the rocks there-
abouts : which they accordingly did, and stood
observing attentively what the youth was do-
ing. He had on a grey double-skirted jerkin}

girt tight about bis body witha linefltowél. He
wore also a pair ofbreeches and gamashes of grey
cloth, and a grey huntsman's cap on his head¿

His gamashes were now pulled up to the middle
of his Íeg, which really seemed to be of snowy
alabaster. Having made an end of washing his
beautiful feet, he immediately wiped them with
an handkerchief, which he pulled out frorrí un-

der his cap; and, at the taking it from thenee,,
he lifted up his face, and the lookers-on had an
opportunity ofbeholding an incomparable beauty,
and suchabeauty, that Cardenio saicí to the Priest¿
with a low voice;

"
Since this is not Lucinda^

itcan be no human, bul must be a divine crea«

ture." The youth took off his cap, and shaking
his head, there began to flowdown, and spread
over his shoulders, a quantity of lovely hair,

that Apollohimself might envy. By this they
found, that the person, who seemed to be a pea-
sant, was, fn reality, a wowian, and a delicate



ene, nay, the handsomest, that two of the three
had ever beheld withtheir eyes, oreyen Cardenio
himself, ifhe had never seen and khown Lucin-
da; for, as he afterwards affirmed, the beauty of
Lucinda alone could come in competition with
hers. Her long and golden tresses not only fell
on her shoulders, but covered her whole bodv, ex-

cept her feet. Her fingers served instead of a
comb; and ifher feet in the water seemed tobe of.
crystal, her hands inher hair were likedriven snow.
Allwhich excited a still greater admiration and
desire in the three spectators tolearn, whoshewas.
For this purpose, they resolved to show them-
selves; and, at the rustling they made in getting
upon their feet, the beautiful maiden raised he)

head, and, with both her hands, parting her hair
from before her eyes,, saw those, who had made
the noise; and scarcely had she seen them, whea
she rose up, and, without staying to put on her.
shoes, or replace her hair, she hastily snatched up
sometbjng like a bundle of clothes, which lay
cióse by her, and betook herself to flight, all m
contusión and surprise :but she had not «-one si»
síeps, when, her tender feet not being able kúeaí
dure ;|^t'iarpness of the stones, she fell down:
whicftthe three perceiving, they wentup ttí her,
and the Priest was the first, who said; "Stay,
ivíadam, whoev.er you are; for those, yáu see
here, have no other intention, but that of serving
yon.: theix.isno.reason, why.you should endei-



vour to rnake so needless an escape, which neither
your feet can bear, ñor ours permit." Toall this
she answered not a word, being astonished and
confounded. Then the Priest, taking hold of

her hand, went on saying :
"

What your dress,
Madam, would conceal from us, your hair disco-
vers; a manifest indication, that no slight cause

has disguised your beauty in so unworthy a habit,

and brought you to such a solitude as this, in
which it has beenour good íuck to find you, if
not to administer a remedy to your misfortunes,

at least to assist you with our advice, since no
evil, which does not destroy life itself, can afflict
so much, or arrive to that extremity, as to makc
the suíferer refuse to hearken to advice, when
given with a sincere, intention: and therefore,

dear Madam, or dear Sir, or whatever you please
to be, shake off the surprise, which the sight
ofus has occasioned, and reíate to us your good
orill fortune; for you willfind us jointly,or se-

verajly, disposed to sympathize withyou inyour
misfortunes."

While the Priest was saying this, the disguised
maiden stood like one stupified, her eyes fixed on

them all, without moving her lips, or speaking

a word: just like a country clown, when he is
shown of a sudden something -curious, or never

seen before., But the Priest adding more to the
same purpóse, she fetched a deep sigh, and,

breaking.silence, said:
"

Since neither the solí-



tude ofthese rocks has been sufficient to concea!
me, ñor the discomposure of my hair has suf'
fered my tongue to belie my sex, it would be in
yain for me now to djess up a fiction, which, if
you seemed to give credit to, wouldbe rather out
of complaisance, than for any other reason.

This being the case, Isay, Gentlemen, that I
take kindly the ofters, you have made me, which
have laid me under an obligation to satisfy you,
in whatever you have desired of me; though I
fear the relation, Ishall make of mymisfortunes,
will raise in yc-u a concern equal to your com-

passion; since itwillnot be in your power, either
to remedy, or alleviate them. Nevertheless, that
my honour may not surFer in your opinions, from
your having alreacly discovered me to be a wo-
man, and your seeing me young, and alone, in
this garb, any one of which circumstances is suf-
ficient to bring discredit on the best reputation,
Imust tell you, what Iwould gladly have con-
cealed, if it were in my power." Allthis she,
who appeared so beautiful a woman, spoke with-
Quthesitating, so readily, and withso much ease,
and sweetness both of tongue and voice, that her
good -sense surprised them no less than her beauty.
And they again repeating their kind offers, and
entreaties to her, that she would perform het
promise; she, without more asking, having first
modestly put on her shoes and stockings, and
gathered up her hair, seated herself upon a flat


