
LIFE OF CERVANTES.CH

with an expectation of finding a perfect work, he
willhe disappointed. Itcontains many faults,
thoiigh none of material consequence ;and most

of them are the faults ofthe age, in which Cer-
vantes wrote. What is most prominent is the
great want of exactness both as to time and geo-

graphy; and this, probably, aróse rather from
liaste and inattention than from ignorance. These
willbe more fully noticed in the chronological
plan, which is added to this. The human mind
is incapable of attaining perfection ,- and even
the pride ofour nation, the immortal Shakespear,
was not free from faults, which perhaps only
serve as fioils,and add a greater lustre to his beau-
ties. Let us then be equally candiel inour judg-
ment ofhis contemporary, who may not unjustiy,
for originality of invention, and greatness and
utilityof design, be compared with the Father of
Poetry. Itis indeeel singular, that many of the
personal circumstances, which history has pre-
served relating to Homer, bear a marked corre-
spondence with those, that are known of Cer-
vantes. Botli were but little esteemed by their
country, were poor and neglected during their
liv»,though they were afterwards the objeets of
the admiration and applause of the learned, in all
ages, countries, and nations. Seven powerful
cities 'disputed the honour of having been the
eradle of Homer, and six towns of Spain have
endeavoured to obtain a right to the title.of the
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birth-place of Cervantes." Both possessed talents
ofthe first rank, born to enlighten mankind, and
to establish an empire in the republic of letters.
Each drew his invention from the treasury of that
fancy, with which natura liad endowed him :
and Homer, soaring almost above the actions of
mortals, depicted men with all the majesty of
deities, all the greatncss of héroes, and all the
riches of the universe. Cervantes, less enter-
prising, or more circumspect, contented himself
withgiving faithful portraits of the frailties and
folliesofmankind, witha view to their improve-
ment: drawing his information from the bottom
of the human heart, which he likewise aelorns
withall the graces, that could render itimprov-
ing and amiable. InHomer all is sublimity, in
Cervantes allnature. Each is, inhis line, great,
excellent, and inimitable ;although, in the latter
quality, the eulogium of Velleius Paterculus is
more adapted to Cervantes than to Homer : for,
m fact, this Spaniard did not deign to iniitate any
original, ñor has any one appeared since, who can
imítate him.

g4





CHRONOLOGICAL PLAN

DON QUIXOTE.

PART I

Chapter II. and III. Don Quixote sallied
forthearly on one ofthe hottest mornings ofJuly
into the field of Montiel. Having travelled the
whole day, he arrived towards evening at an inn,
where he received the order ofKnighthood.

FIRST SALLY.

Chap. IV. and V. He left this inn early the
nextmorning, as an armed Knight; and met with
the merchants of Toledo, who left him stretched
on the ground thoroughly beaten, Avhere he was
found by Pedro Alonzo, his neighbour, who
carried him home. They arrived there in the
evenmg.

SECOND SALLY.

Chap. VI. and VIL On the next day the
examination ofDon Quixote's library took place.
He slept the whole of that day, and remained in
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his bed two more. Atthe expiration of this pe-
riod he got up, but remained quiet in his house
fifteen days. Duringthis time he solicited San-
cho Panza to serve him as separe; and they saí-
lied forth together one night over the same field
of Montiel, and by the same road, which Don
Quixote had before taken.

—According to this
reckoning there were twenty days between the"
first and second sally.

Chap. VIII. On the twenty-first elay the ad-
ventura of the windmillshappened ; after which
they folíowed the road to the pass of Lapice.
That night was passed in a little wood; and on
the twenty-second day, at three inthe afternoon,
they discovered the pass, where the adventure
of the Benedictine monks, and of the Biscainer,
happened.

Chap. IX. to XII. In this the battie with
the Biscainer ended ;and Sancho and his master
retirad into a wood. Don Quixote dressed his
wounded ear; they ate a late and hastymeal;
and not having time to reach the town, they
remained in the hut of some goatherds, wha
related to Don Quixote the story of Chryso-
stom.

Chap. XIII.to XV. On the twenty-third day
Don Quixote left the hut of the goatherds, and
went to the place ofthe interment ofChrysostom,
at whose burial he was present. This being
finished, he went, accompanied bySancho, to seek
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the shepherdess Marcella in the mountain, where

she had hidden herself. Having wandered about
it for more than two hours without finding her,
they carne to a field, where they alighted from
Uieir horses, intending to take their afternoon
nap, or siesta; they were, however, prevented
by the unfortunate adventure of the Yangueses,
pr carriers. After this they arrived in the even-

ing at the famous enchanted inn, which Don

Quixote imagined to be a castle.
Chap. XVI.to XXI. They passed that night

in the inn, where occurred the adventure of the
muleteer and Maritornes, the aífair of the holy

Brotherhood and the balsam of Fierabrás. The
liextday, which was the twenty-fourth, Sancho
was tossed in a blanket in the same inn. Soon

after they left it Don Quixote fought with the
two ílocks of sheep, and in the evening of the
same day the adventure of the funeral, and of
the fulling-mills, took place, the latter of which
was not conclueled till early the next morning,
namely, the twenty-fifth ; and in that he obtain-
ed the helmet of Mambripo,

Chap. XXII.and XXIII, In the same day
Don Quixote liberatpd the galley-slaves ;and
after this adventure he and Sancho enterad the
Sierra Morena, or Sable Mountain, where they
passed the night. The followingday, they found
the portmanteau, and met Cardenio on the saints
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Chap. XXIV. to XXXII. On the twenty-
sixth, after the quarrel with Cardenio, Don Qui-
xote determined to remain and do penance, while
he sent Sancho with the letter to Dulcinea, and
the order for delivering the three ass-colts. This
order was elated on the 22d of August in that

it may be inferred, as this was thevear.

twenty-sixth day since Don Quixote's first sally,
that he first left his house on the 28th of July.
On the following day, namely, the 2Sd ofAugust,
and the twenty-seventh of the action, at miel-
day, Sancho arrived at the inn, where he met the
Cúrate and the Barber, who made him turn back
to seek his master. The next day, about three
in the afternoon, the Cúrate, Sancho, and the
Barber, arrived at the entrance into that chain of
mountains, called the Sierra Morena. Sancho
proceeeled to discover the place, where he had
left the Knight perfonning penance, and the
Cúrate and Barber remained behind, Avaiting for
him. In the mean time they met with Careíenio
and Dorothea, who related their long history,
By the time this was concluded, Sancho returned,
and said, that his master did not choose to leave
the place where he was ;which obliged them all
to go to him, and having gone about three quar-
ters ofa league, between two rocks they discoveredDon Quixote, who, having heard the entreatiesofDorothea, set off with the whole company
toasmall fimntain. where they aliglW. All
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this took place the same evening: and Cervantes,
forgetting this, says, that they ate at this fountain,
and after their meal resumed their journey. He
also makes the Cúrate say, that from the foot of
the mountain to the inn was two leagues, which
byno means agraes with their being on the road
all that evening and the wdiole of the followino-
morning, the 25th of August and twenty-ninth
day of the action, when they arrived at the inn;-
and the Cúrate and Barber having taken the same
time to go with Sancho from the inn to the en-
trame of the mountain, it must consequently
have been more than two leagues.

o

Chap. XXXIII.to XLIII. On the same day
Lucinda and Don Fernando arrived at the inn,
by which the episode of Cardenio and Dorothea
was brought to a fortúnate issue. After this the
Captive and Zoraida arrived; then carne the
Judge, who was the Captive's brother, with his
daughter Donna Clara.

Chap. XLIV. to XLVII. On the 26th of
August, and the thirtieth day of the action, the
servants of Don Louis, who folíowed Donna
Clara, under the disguise of a muleteer, arrived
at the inn. Then follows the history of Don
Louis and the servants, the quarrel between Sancho
and the Barber about the saddle, that of the holy
Brotherhood with Don Quixote, of the latter
withSancho, because he spoke illof the Princess
Micomieona. On the following morning the
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preteneled enchantment of Don Quixote took

place, and his departure from the inn in the cart

drawn by oxen
Chap. XLVIII.toLILDuring their first elay*s

journey Don Quixote and his party wrare met by
the Canon of Toledo, withwhom he had several

conversations. To this succeeded the arrival of

the goatherd and the adventure of the discipli-
nants. This being finisheel, Don Quixote, with
the Cúrate and Barber, set out on the road to their
village. On the middle of the sixth day, which
wason a Sunday, they enterad it: that is, accord-
ing to this reekoning, on the thirty-seventh of
the action, and the 2d of September.

SUMMARY.

Don Quixote sallies forth on the28th ofJuly,
and returns to his house on the 29th

He remaras at home eighteen days, that is,
tillthe l6thof August

Days.

Sallies fovth a second time withSancho, and
employs seventeen days, when he returns
©n the 2d of September

—



Chap. I.to VIL Don Quixote remained quiet
in his house about a month. This brings the
time, when Don Quixote and Sancho again sal-
lied forth, to the 3d of October. Itwas on the
evening of that day, when he took the road to-
wards Toboso.

Chap. VIII. They passed that night and the
following elay on their journey without meeting
with any adventure. On the oth they remained
tillnear niidnight among some oaks on the side
of a mountain near Toboso, which they then
enterad

Chap. IX.to XI. The enchantment of Dul-
cinea took place on the 6'th, after which they
journeyed towards Saragossa. On the cióse of
this day they met the players, who said they had
performed the piece called "

The Cortes," or
Parliament ofDeath, that morning, which was
the octave ofCorpus Christi. Cervantes is here
guilty of an error in chronology, by making the
octave of Corpus Christi happenin October. He
*sequally wrong inhis geography, by saying that
Don Quixote and Sancho, after leaving Toboso,
took the road to Saragossa ; because every ad-
venture, thathappened to Don Quixote after this,
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tillhe arrived atthelakes ofRuydera, took place
on the south of Toboso, while Saragossa is in
quite a contrary direction, as willbe seen in the
Itinerary marked on the map from No. 17 to 22.
This error is repeated also in Chap. XIV.of this
p^rt.

Chap. XII.to XIV. In the evening of the
6th ofOctober the Knight of the Mirrors arrived,
when the twoKnights and their squires conversed
together. Don Quixote related to the Knight,
that Dulcinea had two days before been trans-
formed by enchanters to a country wench. On
the morning of the 7th Don Quixote conquered
the Knight of the Mirrors. He then with San-
cho proceeded on his journey to Saragossa.

Chap. XV. to XIX. He met Don Diego de
Miranda on the same day, and soon after the
adventure with the lions took place; after which
they went to Don Diego's house, where Don
Quixote and Sancho remained four days. This
brings it to the middie of the llthof October,
and on that evening they arrived at the village
ofCamacho.

Chap. XX. to XXIII.' On the 12th of Oc-
tober they were at the wedding ofCamacho, and
remained withBasilius and Quiteria tillthe 15th.
On the I6th Don Quixote, with Sancho and the
cousin of the student, set off for the cave of
Montesinos, where they arrived on the 17th, at
two in the afternoon. They immediately let
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tlownDon Quixote into the cave, who, when be-
came out, related what he saw there.

Chap. XXIV.to XXVIII. From henee they
returned to the road, where they met the boy with
the halberds, and the page, who was going to en-

list as a soldicr: and at night they arrived at the
inn, where the adventure of the puppet-show
happened. The next morning the Knight and
his squire left the inn, and pursued their journey
for two days without any remarkable oceurrence ;

when on the 20th of October they arrived at the
village ofBray, where the adventure took place,
in which Sancho was thrashed and Don Quixote
stoned. Sancho thought this a sufficient ineluce-
ment to leave his master, and the latter settled the
account ofhis wages withhim on that day;say-
ing,that itwas twenty-five days since they lefttheir
village. Now this is an error ; because, having
leftiton the 3d ofOctober, itwas only seventeen

days. Don Quixote also says, that two months
had harelly passed in their different sallies. This
is true; thirty-six being only the number ofdays;
the remainder having been spent inhis house.

Chap. XXIX. Two days after, that is, on the
22d of October, Don Quixote arrived at the
Ebro, where he met with the adventure of the
eiichanted bark. Cervantes is here guilty ofa

great geographical error. The distance from the
inn, where the puppet-show was, which in the
map is No. 23, to the river Ebro and the ad-
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•ven ture of the enchanted bark, No. 25, being
divided hito five days journey, makes fourteen
leao-ues for Rozinante to travel in each day ; a

thitfg impossible either for him, Sancho's
Dapple

Chap. XXX.-to XXXIII. On the 23d, at

sun-set, Don Quixote met with the Duke and
Dutchess, who took him to their palace, where he
was received with all the form and ceremony of
a Knight-errant. Here.too Cervantes is inaccu-
rate; for he first makes the Knight arrive at sun-¡

set, anel then immediately sets him down to elin-
ner at mid-day, and makes him takelfiís siesta, or
afternoon nap. He states it, also, to be summer,
when, infact, itwas the 23d of October.

Chap. XXXIV.and XXXV. Six days from
this was the time, when the hunting party, with
which the Duke complimented Don Quixote,
took place, namely, the 29th October, though
Cervantes calis itthe midelle of summer.

Chap. XXXVI.to XLI. The followingday,
after diuner, was the adventure of Trifaldi, and
at night that oí Clavileno, or the flying horse.
Sancho also now wrote a letter to his wifeTeresa,
dated 20th July 1614. This is a palpable ana-
chronism, according to the chronology establish-
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Chap. XLII.and XLIII. These adventures
being finished the same night, on the followino-
day the Duke orelered Sancho to prepare for as-
sumiiig the government ofhis island on the next
day, when Don Quixote gave him his advice as
to the manner, in which he should conduct him-
self. This was the lst of November.

Cliaji.XLIV.Immediately after this Cervantes
makes Sancho set oft' on the 31st of October
without assigning any cause for it, although the
Duke liad before fixed the followino- dav.

Chap. XLV. On the 1st ofNovember Sancho
arrives, and takes possession of his government.
He immediately dclivered his famous judgment
on the prostitute, and that on the oíd man, who
had hidden the ten crowns in the hollow ofhis
cañe, and that of the cap-maker.

Chap. XLVI. On the same day that Sancho
took possession of bis government, the Dutchess
sent a page with his letter to Teresa, and Don
Quixote also spoke withAltisidora; whence aróse

the romance she sung to himat eleven o'clock the
same night. After this the adventure of the cats
happened, inconsequence of which Don Quixote
kept his bed five days ; that is, till the 6th of
November inclusive.

Chap. XLVII. Sancho dined in puhlic on the
day ofhis arrival, and whilst at dinner he received
the Duke's letter, datcd the l6th August. Here
are two anachropisnis : first against the chrono-
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logy ofhis fable, since, according to that, itshould
have been the 3lst ofOctober ; and the second
respecting the date of Sancho's letter tohis wife,
as that, which was written only on the day before
the Duke's, was dated the 20th of July

Chap. XLVIII. Cervantes says in Cliap.
XLVI.that in consequence of the adventure of
the cats, Don Quixote was confined fivedays to
his bed, thatis, tillthe6th November. Henow
says, it was six days before he appeared inpublic,
namely, to the 7th. One night during this time
Donna Rodríguez visited Don Quixote, and was
whippedby the Dutchess and Altisieíora.

Chap. XLIX. On the lst of XTovember San-
cho supped by permission of the physician, Pedro
Rezio. After supper he went the rounds, and in
two days the tragical termination of his govern-
ment took place.

Chap. L. Inthis chapter Cervantes details
the embassy, which the FAitchess sent to Teresa
Panza by a page, who not only carried her hus-
band's letter and his elress, but also a letter from
tiie Dutchess and a string of rieh coral. There
is clearly an improbability here, because ÍnChap.
XLVI.Cervantes had before sent oíf the paoe
withSancho's letter and dress only. Here is aío
a geographical error; for the page goes to Don
Quixote's village, remains there almost a day,and returns withthe answer in six days. This is
imposible, as the village was near Toboso, in
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la Mancha, and the Duke's palace on the banks
of the Ebro in Arragon.

Chap. LI. In the evening Ofthe 2elNovember,
Sanchomade some regulations for the government
ofhis island; andón the same night the steward
arranged every thing for him to leave it.

Chap. LII. Don Quixote was now epiite re-
covered from the wounds of the cats, which had
ksted him eight days; and having received them
on the lst November, this must have been on the
Qth. During the next day the page, who had
been to Sancño's house, returned. This certainly
cannot be correct, because the distance from the
banks of the Ebro to Argamasilla de Alba and
back, is too gre;at tobe traversed in so short a time.
On the same efay, namely, the lOth, Don Quixote
challenged th? defamer of Donna Rodriguez's
daughter. The Duke prepares a field for the
combat, which is fixed totake place in six days.
This would be tire l6th ofNovember.

Chap. Lili. On the night of the seventh day
of Sancho's government, the pretended alarm was
raised, withwhich he concluded his employment.
He began iton the lst OfNovember, and on the
7th this adventure oceurred. Thruughout the
whole of this story Cervantes is very incorrect :

for in Chap. LI. he says that the second day of
Sancho's govea-nment was that ofits conclusión.
Besieles which, he takes no notice at all of what
Sancho did the other five davs. In the same
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chapter he also says, that Sancho dccamped early
the next morning, on the 8th November. Henee
it follows, that he helel his government only
seven elays; and the steward tells him, he must

give an account of the ten days he possessed it.
This would make it the 1lth.

Chap. LIV. The Duke informed Don Qui-
xote, on the I2th November, that in four days
the defamer ofDonna Roehiguez's elaughter would
appear • and, on the same day, Sancho carne to
seek his master. Here is another contraelic-
lion

Chap. LV. On the 13th Don Quixote clis-
covered the entrance of the cavern, into which
Sancho had fallen the preceding night, which,
according to the true calculation, should have
been the 4th ofNovember, by that ofCervantes
was the9th, and by that of the steward the 12th;
which was also further confirmed by Sancho.
Here too Cervantes again says it was summer,
when it ought to be November.

Chap. LVI. The l6th was the day'fixed for
the combat, but which Tosilos prevented by de-
cíaring his willingness tomany the elaughter.

Chap. LVII. to LIX.
'

Soon after Don Qui-
xote takes his leave of the Duke and Dutchess.
Cervantes, however, does not determine the pre-
cise day; but from the desire Don Quixote had
of seeking fresh adventures, we may conduele it
was not later than the 18th. On the following
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morning he left the palace ;and on that day
happened the adventure of the saints, that of the
shcpherdesses, and that of the bullí.. ín the
same evening he met with Don Jerónimo, and
on the following morning, o()th November, he
setout early for Barcelona.

Chap. LX. For six days, nothing remarkable
oceurred. They passed the night of the 26th in
a small gíoye, where Sancho was frightened by
theboelies of those, who were liúng on the tices.
Atdaybreak tliey were surprised by Botjpe Gui-
nart and his hand ofrohbers. .

Chap. LXI. to LXIIi. Don Quixote spcnt
three days withthe rohbers, namely, to the 2í)th,
whichCervantes pretends, contrary to truth, was
the eve of St. Jolm. Qn the 3001, at sumóse,
they enterad Barcelona, and on the same evening
there was a hall at Don Antonio Mareaos, where
Don Quixote was síayiug. They tried theexpe-
riment of the enchauted head on the lst of De-
cember: Don Quixote also walked about the
city, and saw the printing-olfice; and in the
evening went to the galleys

Chap. LXIY. On the 3d, the vessel went out

that was to bringback Don Gregorv from Argel.
The galleys were íivc days sailing for the. Levant ;
and on the 6th, Don Quixote met withthe Knight
of the White Moon, and was conquered by him.

Chap. LXV. Ip consequeuce of this combat
Don Quixote remained inhis bed six davs. On
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the 12th Don Antonio carne to acquainthim, that
Don Gregory was arrived from Argel. On the
14th they consulted how Rieote and his daughter
inight remain in Spain. The next day Don An-
tonio and Don Gregory set off for Madrid; and
on the ]8th of December, Don Quixote and San-
cho proceeded towards their nativeplace. Though
itwas only two, Cervantes makes Sampson Car-
rasco say, it was three months, since Don Qui-
xote overéame him.

Chap. LXVI.to LXIX. On the 24th they
met Tosilos. They passed that night also in the
open air, when they were trampled on by tjie
herd of swine. The next day they wrare con-
veyed to the Duke's, where, on their arrival, thé
wonderful representation of Altisidora's resurrec-
tion took place.

Chap, LXX, to LXXII. After dinner, on the
26th December, Don Quixote again proceeded
on his journey. That night Sancho began to
whip himself; and the following they slept at
the inn, where they met Don Alvaro Tarfe. They
afterwards continued their journey, and on the
night of the 28th, Sancho completed his whip-
ping for the disenchantment of Dulcinea; and
on the 2Qth they arrived at the destined spot.

Chap. LXXIILand LXXIV. That day was
passed inconversation with the Cúrate and the
Bachelor, and also with the Housekeeper and
Niece, whom Don Quixote requests to help him



OF DON QUIXOTE. CXXI

to his bed, as he did not feel himself well. A
fever continued upon him from the 30th ofDe-
cember to the 4th January. His senses returning
the followingday, he made his will,and died on
the 8th.



cxxii CHRONOLOGICAL PLAN

R E VIE W
OÍ' THE

FLAN AND DURATION OF THE WHOLE FABLE

As Cervantes supposes his hero to be a modern
one, and Don Quixote himself continually af-
ludes to recent events, we must conduele him
cotemporary -with Cervantes. And the first part
of the Quixote having been published in 1605,
his first sally may be supposed to have happeneel
in 1604. Upon this supposition the following
computation is founeled :

Don Quixote first sallies forth on the
28th July, and returns on the 29th, 1604

He remains at home 18 days
He goes fortha second time on the 17th Au-

gust, and returns on the 2el September
He remains inhis house 31 days
A third time he sallies forth, on the 3d Oc-

tober, at night, and returns on 29th De-

Days.

17
31

cember
Heis contraed by illness from the 30th De-

cember 1604, tillthe 8th January 1605,
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