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Nothing perhaps is more difficult than to
ascertain, withany thing likeprecisión, the truth
ofany detail ofa man's life. The events them.
selves, unless they be of a more prominent and
marked nature, and the character of the man
himself either notorious or held in estimation,
very soon become enveloped in doubt and ob-
scurity; and, when the motives of them are en-
deavoured tobe investigated, our knowledge canhardly ever be more than conjectural. The mo-
tives ofa man's actions are seldom apparent to.
others, and often either unknown or disregarded
by himself.

That eager desate to inquhe into the life of
any one, whose writings have afForded either in-
struction or amusement, inherent as it is in the
human breast, has often given rise to very iníe-
resting biographical productions; but in many ofwhich, couldtheybe analysed hy the touchstone
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oftruth, fiction, too probably, would form a very

striking feature. Ñor are their authors to be

blamed on this account. They must take the
facts as they come to their hands, and infer the
motives as a knowledge of the human heart di-
Tects. But the various and often contradictory
ways, in which diíferent people will relate, as

fact, any event of perhaps only yesterday, make

the uncertainty of such accounts too probable,
and justify the severe satíre in the quarrel about

Sir Peter Teazle's wound, whether it was
"

a
thrust en second through the small guts, or a bul-

let lodged in the thorax."
The livesj a'iso, of literary men are not often

fertile m incidents ; such at least as are likely to

be remembered long after they happened. Pass-
ino- their time withinthe walls of their own study,
freefrom the bustle of the world, Avhat happens
to them isoften unimportant, beyond the circum-
ference of their own circle. When, therefore,
the long space of more than two hundred years
has elapsed, since he, of whom our inquiry is
made, iived, our information must, in general,
be both scanty and uncertain. In the present in-
stance, however, there are two circumstances,

which willrender this account more varied; Cei*-
vantes was a soldier, and he was a captive : not
merely a prisoner of war to an European nation,
but a slave to the Moors.

Amongst che learned and ingenious men of
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Spain, none deserve greater praise than our Au-
thor. This illustrious writer, who would have
graced amore enlightened age, and whose valour,
talents, and virtue entitled him to every reward
passed his lifein poverty and neglect. He was
even despised by his own nation, whose peaceful
days he liad dignified by his works, and in whose
victories he shed his blood. The singular and
unfortunate destiny of Cervantes was such, that
his cotemporariespersecuted him whileliving, and
were equally unjust to his memory. They even
neglected topublish any account of his life,while
the events of it were recent, and they might
have executed it withease and fidelity. Henee
the principal actions of it are involved in the
confusión and obscurity of those times : henee
the difficulty of the present attempt.

Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra was the son of
Rodrigo Cervantes byDonna Leonora de Corti-
nas, his wife: he was born at Alcalá de Henares
on the ninth of October, one thousand five hun-
dred and forty-seven. The place, however, of
his birth, like that of Homer's, has been ques-
tioned.

Hisparents carríed him very early to Madrid,
where he was educated under the care of the
learned professor, Juan López. As theology,
junsprudence, and medicine, were at that time
the onlylucrativeprofessions, itwas natural that
his parents sliould have wished him to have
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choseii one of them. But the inelination, which,
like Qvid, Petrarcb, and Tasso, he owns to have
had alm-ost from his eradle for poetry, induced
him to prefer this pleasant, though unprofitable,
oceupation to one, by which he might have ac-

quired greater wealth. Itdoes not however ap-
pear, that his father thwarted this passion, ñor

ean he, like them, complain of being compelled
to a profession he disliked. Itis thus that Ovid
lamented:

Atmihi jam puero ccelestia sacra placebaat,
ínque suum furtim Musa trahebat opus.

Ssepe pater dixit
—

Studium quid utile tenías i
Míeonides millas ipse reliquit opes.

ÍMotus eram dictis; totoque Helicone relicto
Scribere conabar verba soluta modis.

Sponte suá carmen números Veniebat ad aptos,
Et quod tentabam dicere, versus erat.

While yet a boy, sweet verse my genius fir'd,
The secret Muse her pleasing task inspir'd ;
My sire oft cried :

"
This useless trade give o'er;

For Homer left behind no golden store."
Mov'd at his words, IPindus' hill resign'd ;

And strove to write by metre unconfin'd.
Invain

—
the Muse spontaneous verse bestow'd,

AndallIwrote in tuneful numbers flow'd.

Ariosto too, in one ofhis beautiful satires, ex-
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Ahi lasso !quando ebbi al Pegaseo nielo
L'i á disposta, e che le fresche guancie

Non si vedeano ancor fiorir d'un pelo;
. Miópadre mi cacció con spiedi e lancie,
(Non che con sproni) a volger testi e chiose;
E m'occupo cinque anni inquelle ciancie.

Ere yet my cheeks were íiedg'd with rising dowu,
When, smit with love of verse, Isought renown
On sweet Parnassus' jbill; my sire's command
Compell'd me to forsake that happy land,
And chain'd me five long years to hear disputes
Of brawling lawyers and litigious suits.

While he was still a boy, he assisted at the
dramatic represen tations of Lope de Rueda, who
possessed the singular talent both of writing co*
medies, and reciting them with a natural grace.
This amusement was consonant to the disposition
of Cervantes, and, most probably, still farther
induced him to dedícate his time to this specics
of studv.

Our author continued at the school, or rather
under the tuition, of Juan López, till the year
156$, when he was twenty-one yearsof age, and
was mucli beloved by him :he considered him as
the best and most forward of his pupils ; and in
a description of the funeral ofQueen Donna Isa-
bel de la Paz, published by him in that year, he
inserted a sniall poem, by Cervantes, on her
death, whom he calis his dear and beloved dis-
ciple: and also,an elegy inthe ñame of the whole
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school, which was dedicated to Cardinal Don
Diego de Espinosa. Itismost probable, that the
first of these poems was a school exercise inLa-
tín, as the elegy is particuíarly mentioned tohave
been composed in the -vulgar tongue.

This first effort of Cervantes did not possess
much merit: for though poetry was the pursuit,
of which he was most fond, he was by no means

warmed with the true poetic fire, and his prose
works consequently are by far the most ex-
cellent. Men are too often guiíty of the follyof
neglecting to cultívate the talents they possess,
and endeavour to shine in those, they have no
pretensions to: at least they are not satisfied
within their proper sphere, but are ambitious of
gaining credit in those subjects, to which the
taste. of their age most inclines. The species of
writing most esteemed in those days were ro-
mances, and amatory poems, in which the authors
concealed themselves and their mistresses, under
some fictitious or allegorical ñame. Though the
Spanish nation at that period produced men, who
were skilfuí in various arts ancl sciences, it
abounded also with innumerable poets and ro-
mance-writers; and Cervantes himself, hurried
away by the prevailing taste, or fascinated at that
early age by the graces of poetry, united all his
efforts in compositions of this nature, without
paying tbe _least attention to the cultivation.of
íhat singular genius for prose, in which ,his in-
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vention and wit afterwards rendered him so fa-
mous. Besides the verses published by Juan
López, hecomposed agreat number of romances,
-sonnets, a'nd poems of various sorts; amono-st
which was the

"Filena," aspeciesof the pastoral.
Cervantes himself owns, in his

"
Viao-e del Par-

naso," that all these were his, and they were
most likely the first productions of his pen, by
which he acquired the title of a poet, even be-
fore his captivity.

Henee aróse the distress and poverty, inwhich
£>ur Author was afterwards involved. Anearly
and violent inclination for books of amusement
and poetry, particularly the latter, generally ab*
sorbs all the energies of the mind. And a tasttv
for this kind of literature, though noble, disin-
terested, and even useful to society, is, for tM$
very reason, the more flattering, seductivo, and
pernicious to the individual interest of a literary
man; nay more so than some other passions'
much more cominon, although less decorous.

Such was the taste of Cervantes. His passion
for poetry absorbed him to that degree, -that he
had neither the power, ñor even the Wish, ofseek-
ing a remedy for that poverty, in which he was
involved from his eradle. He left his means of
living to chance, and dedieated himself to -the
¡Muses. His application was so great, that he
read even the ballads, that were hungup in the
streets and alleys ;and he thus acquired that



great degree ofinformatiou, which isapparcnt in
all his writings, particularly in his

"
Canto de,

Caliope," in the account of Don Quixote's li-
brary, and in the

"
Viage del Parnaso," The

knowledge he thus obtained was irideed singular,
but on this very account so injurious to our Au-
thor; who, to obtain it, left his truc genius im-

cultivated, andemployed the most useful years of
his life, which should have been dedicated to the
pursuit of some lucrative profession.

The veil was at length drawn from bcfore his
eyes, and he determined to leave Spain. The
vexation of finding himself grown up without
any means of livingaecordiug to his rank, addcd
to a secret regret and disgust, that his works did
not obtain an approbation equal to his wishes,
were sufíicient motives to a vouiis; man ofsuch
talents to induce him to leave his country, through
the hopes of- improving his fortune. In Í569
he went to Italy with this idea, and first obtained
an establishment at Rome as valet, or rather
chamberlain, to Cardinal Julio Aquaviva. He. re-
mained there tillthe war, which broke out asai-nat
the Turks. in 1570, presented him with the means
ofengaging iri a more noble proíesslon, and one
better adapted tohis birth and enterprising mind.

The island of Cypfus gave rise to the war.
The Sultán Selim, wishing to take itfrom the
Venetians, sent a large army to attack it. The
latter sought the aid of almost every Christian
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prince, especially of Pius V. who appoíñted
Marco Antonio Colona, Duke of Paliano, com-
mander in chief of both army and navy. Cer-
vantes instantly enlisted under him, and served
in the campaign, which began towards the end of
1570 with the reliefof Cyprus, and an attempt to
raise the siege ofNicosia. The dissensions ofthe
diíferent generáis, and consequent inactivity of
the army, did not, however, prevent the Turks
from taking Nicosia by assault. " •

The year 1571 is memorable for the victory
obtained over the Turks inthe gulf of Lepante.
In this action Cervantes gave many proofs ofhis
valour, and lost also his hand and part of his left
arm, of which he boasts in many parts of his
works. After this action the army retired and
wintered inMessina. Cervantes of coursfe went
there also, but most likely did not serve in the
campaign of 1572, on account of his wound,
although he often refers to it in the novel of"

TheCaptive," as ifhe liad been present. The-
honour Cervantes thus acquired determined him
to continué in the army, notwithstanding the loss
ofhis hand; and he often boasted inhis writina;s,
that he had no other profession than that of a
soldier. With this view, on his recovery, he
joined the Neapolitan army under Philip II. and
remained withittill1575.

As he was going into Spain in the beginning
©fthis year in a galley, called the Sun, he was
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taken by the fiunous corsair, Arnauté Mami, on
the 26th of September ; and on the división of
the captives he fell to the captain's lot. An Afri*
can captivity, a misfortune in those times so
mueh dreaded by the Spaniards, is certainly ea*
pable of some degree ofalleviation, ifthe master
happen to be both rich and humane. But even
this consolation was denied to Cervantes. Ar-
nauté Mami was an Albanian renegado, so cruel
to the Spaniards, and hostile to Christians, that
we must pass over the account of his bloody
atrocities, ñor shock humanity by the recital. It
is-sufficient to observe, that his tyranny was the
inost severe and insupportable of any in Argel.
This situation would have broken the spirit of
any. one- but Cervantes ;on him it produced a
different effect, and his mind was aiways era-
ployed in some daring attempt to escape from
his oppressor. It is difficult to believe, that a
slave should be able to form and encounter such
dangerous and extraordiuaiy enterprises, under
the very eye ofabarbarousand sanguinary master:
but the event proves, that Cervantes even owed
his safety to the boldness, with which, thouo-h
in vain, he constantly endeavoured to escape.*

The Alcayda Hassán, a Greek renegado, liad a
garden about three miles from Argel, and near
the sea, which was taken care of by a Christian
slave, whohad made a very deep cave-in the
most secret part

rof it. InFebmary 1577, Cer-
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vantes escapcd from the house of his master, and
eoncealed himself in this cave; and liad also the
generosity to oífer it as an asylum to others.
Their number ina few months amounted to fif-
teen, all men of some consequence. The sub-
sistenceand regulationof this subterraneous com-
munity depended entirely upon Cervantes, who
risked more than the rest in performing this
ofíice. The gardener was of course acquainted
withthe secret ; and it was necessary to intrust
it to another captive, called El Dorador, depend-
ing for his prudence on the hopes they gave him
ofobtaining his own liberty.

They resided many months in this voluntary
dungeon before an opportunity for ílight ofíered
itself. But, on the lst of September, a native
of Majorca, called Viana, being ransomed, they
agreed withhim to arm a brigantine, and send it
to the coast, from when ce they might embark for
Spain. This man was brave, activa, and well
acquainted withthe coast. He eqüipped a vessel.
as soon as he arrived at Majorca, and sailed for
Barbary. When night carne on he approached
theshorenear the garden, having previously ex-
amined the place. But at the very moment of
landing, some Moors happened to pass by, who
distin'guished, though it was night, botli the
Chfistians and the vessel, and began immediateíy
to cali so loudly for assistance, that Viana thought
itmost prudení Xtí put to sea again, in ordéí to
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prevent a discovery. In the mean time, Cer-
vantes and his companions, ignorant of what had
passed, were consoling themselves withthe hopes
of a happy and almost immediate escape. These
hopes, however, were too soon blasted, and ina
way impossiblc to have been prevented, because
unforeseen.

The slave El Dorador, to whom Cervantes
had intrusted so much, was a man of a most
malignant dispositiqn. He concealed, under the
appearanceof goodfaith and candour, thedeepest
dissimulation and most depraved intentions. In-
terest was his ruling passion : this made him a
renegado, when he was young; this again in-
duced him to become a Catholic ;and a third
time to change to a renegado ;for with this pre-
text he presented himself to the King, discovered
to him the secret of the slaves, the situation of
the cave, and the skiíl, with which Cervantes
managed the w.hole enterprise. The King in-
stan tly ordered a detachment of soldiers, and
sending the informer for their guide, he com-
manded them to secure the gardener, and the
other slaves, particularly Cervantes, as being
most guilty. The soldiers executed their orders,
and brought them to the King, who confined
them all inhis bath, which is a sort of prison,
except Cervantes, whom he kept in his palace'
ín order to ascertain the author of this attempt.

?

When an ambitions or avaricious man thinks
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he has it in bis power to gratify his rulino-
passion, no one is more cunning. Ithappened,
that there was, at that time, in Argel, a person
called Father George Olivar, commander of Va-
lencia, who was a particular friend ofCervantes :
and the King, in order to get this man into his
power, and obtain a considerable sum for his
ransom, endeavoured to make itbe believed, that
he was the principal author of the plot. With
this view he examined Cervantes very often, but
could never draw from him, either by promises
or threats, any other account, than that he him-
self was the solé contriver of the plot, and there-
fore alone to blame. The King at length gave
up the attempt, but appropriated all the captives,
not omitting Cervantes, to his own use.

Interest triumphed over vanity in the mind of
the King; henee Cervantes and the other slaves
escaped with their lives; because the King hoped
to obtain a considerable sum by their rajjsom.

He was, however, obliged to return some of them
to their oíd masters, and Cervantes becanie once
more the property of Arnauté Mami. Scarcely
had he got back, when he was again impelled,
by the misery he suffered, tomake fresh attempts.
Four times by failure he endangered his life, yet
he neither despaired ñor desisted ; and he at last
formed a project, the magnitude and difficulty
of which do credit to his courage and perse-
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To escape by flighthad been hitherto his onbj-
object; but the misfortunes, which he had ex-

perienced from the repeated failure of these at-

tempts, made him determine upon the boíd and
dá'ring enterprise of raising an insurrection in
Argel; andat one blow'to destroy the power of
these pirares in the Mediterranean. This con-

spiracy was also unsuccessful from the pusilla-
nimitv of a few, who were engaged init Cer-
vantes, however,. conducted it with so much
ski11, that, when the Argellines discovered it,
they began both to respect and fearhim.

"
The

better this lame Spaniard is guarded," said the
King,

"
the safer willbe my capital, my slaves,

andmy ships." Fear took such strong possession
of this prince, that at last'he didnotthink himself
sécure, unless Cervantes was in his own power.
But as he had been obliged to restore him after
the discovery of the first plot toArnauté Mami,
no other means of obtaining him now remained
btrt by purchase: and he in factgave five hun-
dred crowns for him. The King immediately
sent him to the bath and loaded him withirons,
but at the same time treated him with a degree
of kindness, he had not hitherto experienced.
Cervantes himself, in -"The Captive," after men-
tioning the tyranny and cruelty, with which the
slaves were in general treated, adds:

"
One Spa-

nish soldier only, called such a one de Saavedra,
happened to be inhis goocl graces :and though
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he did things which willremain in the me'mory";

of those people for many years, and all towards
obtaining his liberty, yet he never gave him a
blow, ñor ordered one to be given him, ñor

even reproached him with so much as a hará
word:and for the least of many things he did,-
we all feared he would be impaled alive, and he'
feared ithimself more than once."

Such is the respectand estimation, in which
an heroic spirit and a daring soul are held even
by barbarians, that Arnauté Mami, nay the
King himself, distinguished Cervantes from the
other captives by a benignity and mildness so
opposite to their natural character.

These various attempts to obtain his liberty cliá
not prevent his applying to Spain forhis ran'som,

And inorder to eífect it,his mother, now a!wí-
dow, went with Donna Andrea de Cervantes,
his sister, from Alcalá to Madrid in July 1579,
and paid into the hands ofFather Juan Gil, and
Father Antonio de la Vella Trinitarios, three
hundred ducats for that purpose. These Fathers
arrived in Argel in May 1580, and began to
treat for the ransom of the dififerent slaves. It
was more diffieult to obtain that of Cervantes,
because he belonged to the King, who asked a*

thousand crowns for his freedom. This was the
cause of long delay, and he probably never nlight
have been redeemed, had not the King, Hassán,
been ordered by the Grand Signior to resiga' hfe
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kingdom to Jaffa Paza, on whom it had been
lately bestowed. Upon this he decreased his de-
mand to fivehundred crowns in gold, and threat-
ened, ifhe didnot immediately receive that sum,

to take Cervantes with him to Constantinople,
and had already put him on board his galley. At
length,- through compassion and the fear of
losing every future opportunity, by borrowing
some money, and employing part of that, which
be had for the ransom of other captives, Father
Gilprocured Cervantes liis liberty in 1580; and
in the beginning of the following year he ar-
rived in Spain

On his return from África our Author as-aiti
dedicated himself to the study ofpolite literature
and to the Muses. As the sacrifice he had made
ofthis early inclination had not provecí favourable
to his interest, he embraced with delight the
tranquillity and calmness, which he supposed
attached to a literary life. He recommenced
author, and passedhis timein tlie composition of
ingenious and useful works. He considered the
pleasure he derived from this kind of life, as
more than equal to the hardships he had under-
gone, and as a recompense for the disgrace he
had sufíered.

The first work he published was
"

Galatea ;"
a pastoral novel, wellsuited to the reigning taste,
and adapted todisplay his agreeableand richstyle
of writing. Itwas published at Madrid in 1584.
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Love, the ruling passion of that age, was the
foundation, on which all the poetry and novéis
were raised ;and by making use of feigned ñames

the writers ofthose times could avow their passion
ina secret and mysterious manner, at once the
most flattering, and least dangerous to those
women, who were the objects of it. Cervantes
followed this plan in the Galatea, in which he
described the customs and manners of the shep-
herds, whom he supposes to inhabit the banks of
the Tagus and the Henares. He himself had
not yet arrived at that period of life, when love
ceases to inflame the human breast ;and this,
together withhis poetic enthusiasm, and the ex-

ample of his cotemporaries, induced him to fol-
low this plan. And itis not improbable, that the
shepherdess Amaryllis, the mistress of Damon
(by whom Cervantes meant himself), was not an
ideal personage; and that our Author availed
himself of this mode of celebrating his passion,
and at the same time of showing her the most
delicate attention and greatest respect. However
this might have been, Cervantes, not long after
he had published this work, was married at
Esquivias to Donna Catalina Palacios de Salazar,
who was ofone ofthe first families in that towm
She had been educated under the roof of her
únele, Don Francisco de Salazar, from whom
she took her last title, either an account of a le-
gacy he left her, or because she was brought up
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by him; itbeing the custom at that time in
Spain to take the ñames of those, from whom
they derived any fortune, or by whom they were
educated. This marriage did not lessen the ex-
penses, ñor consequently the difíiculties of Cer-
vantes,, for itadded but little to his fortune. And
inprder still to gratify his passion for poetry, he
applied himself to the theatre, and wrote several
comedies, which were performed at Madrid with
considerable applause; and procured both support
tp his family, and gratification tohimself.

As he wrote thirty comedies, we may fairly
conjecture, that he was at least ten years connected
with the .stag^. He took up this employment
from the time of his marriage, that is, directly
after he had published the Calatea; and on his
secession, from being engaged in other works,
Lope de Vega supplied his place. This was about
1594.

Although Cervantes is said to have written
thirty comedies in ten years, there are only eight
now extant. The merits however of those, that
remain, excite no regret for what are lost. There
is neither interest, plot, spirit, ñor probability,
inthem. The plot of the

"
Happy Russian" "is

this : the hero, after having been in the first act
the greatest rascal in Seville, in the second be-
comes a Jacoljin friar in México. Being called,
in this character, to the bed of a sick woman,'
J*e is unable to make her confess, because she
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thinks herself too culpable to obtain pardon.
The Friar, however, is so anxious -

to save her,
that he proposes an exchange of situations, he
taking her sins upon himself and she his merits.
The bargain is made, and contract signed : the
dying woman confesses, and her soul is received
by angels, while devils seize upon the Friar,
whose body becomes covered with incurable
ulcers

What the employment of Cervantes was on

leaving the drama, is now entirely involved in
obscurity. Itprobably was such as afforded him
a more comfortable, as well as a more certain,
support than he derived from the stage. Probably,
too, it was connected with the court, as he was

obliged to relinquish writing for the stage,
though he derived so much applause and profit
fromit.From this time, tillthe death of Philip II.
in 1598, he lived inSeville.

The magnificent spectacle, which took place
in that city on this account, must not be passed
over m silence, from its connexion with our

Author. On one of the days appointed for the
celebration ofhigh mass, aquarrel aróse between
the court and the Inquisition, because theRegent,
not regarding the solemnity of the occasion and
place, had covered.his seat withblack cloth. They
thundered out excommunications on each other ;
the priest was obliged to retire, and the celebration
was suspended abo ve amonth, in hopes that the
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King would settle this important point. The

excessive bombasí, with which the Sevillians
praised the costliness of these preparations, and

the len<rth of time the various ceremonies lasted,
provoked the wit and satiric vein of our Author,
who ridiculed these events in some lines, that
show, from the warmth of expression, and cor

rect minuteness, withwhich the facts are related,
that they were written by an eye-witness. The
knowledge, that Cervantes had of the genius and
manners of the Sevillians, is apparent in this
and other descriptions, wdiich he gives of that
city. These are so marked and circumstantial,
that nothing feut personal knowledge could have
produced them. Such is the description he gives
of the various classes of citizeus in his novel,
called

"
Rinconete y Cortadillo," which he com-

posecl befare the Quixote, and probably while
he lived in Seville, where he remained from the
time the Licentiate, Don Juan Sarmiento Valla-
dares, was appointed

"
Assistente," tillhe was

upon the point of resigning it to Count Punon-
rostro; that is, from the time he left the theatre
to the year 1599.

At this period Cervantes wmt toToledo, where
he pretends to have discovered the original ma-
nuscript of the Arabian Benengeli. He had been
also at Cordova in his way to Seville, and has
noticed many peculiarities ofthat capital insome
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This minuteness may appear, perhaps, at first
trifling;butnothing surely ought to bewithheld
from the public, that relates to a man of such
wonderful abilities, especially when the account
must, on the whole, be defective. One of the
tnost important events, at least from its efíects,
was his residence inLaMancha on his return from
Seville; because we are indebted to this circum-
stance for the ingenious fable of the Quixote,
whichhe projectedandcompletedin thatprovince.
While living there, he accurately observed the
most remarkable places in it, such as the lakes
of Ruydera, the cave of Montesinos, the sitúa-
tion of the fulling-mills, the pass of Lapice, and
other places, whichhe afterwards made the theatre
of Don Quixote 's adventures. He was resident
there probably on account of some government
Commission ; and the inhabitants oí the place,
to which he was sent, arrested, imprisoned, and
otherwise ill-treated him, but from what cause is
now wholly unknown. In the solitude, con-
finement, and inconvenience ofa prison, without
any other assistance than his own astonishing
genius, he wrote this inimitable work; the clif-
ficulty of executing which, required great length
of time, mature reflection, and continued labour.
And from this itmay be inferred, that his residence
Within the walls of a prison was not- of short
duration. The ñame of the town, where this
happened, was Argamasilla, which he, on this
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account, pretended tohave been the native place
ofDon Quixote. He indeed omits mentioning
itat the beginning of the work, either through
moderation or anger; or, as he himself says, at

the end of the fourth volume,
"

that all the towns
and viílages of La Mancha might contend
among themseives, andeach adopt him for their
own, as the seven cities of Greece contended for
Homer." He has, however, suificiently revenged
himself of the inhospitality of the Manchegans
by immortalizing their ñame, and fixing itfor
ever in the memory of posterity.

This was the origin of the first part of Don
Quixote. Itwas published at Madrid in 1605,
and dedicated to the Duke de Bejar, whose pro-
tection Cervantes solicited in a dedication, and
in some verses, which he prefixed to the work un-
der the signature of

"
Urganda, the Unknown."

The want ofmoney was not the principal reason
for seeking so illustrious a patrón; but knowing
the nature of hiswork, he was aware of the risk
he run in beginning such an undertaking.

Almost the only books of amusement amon»
the idle and illiterate in Spain were those of chi-
valry; and though they .wereat the same time
censured by the wise and more enlightened, even
they did not altogether cease from the perusalof
them. The confession of the learned author of
the

"
Dialogue on Languages" is alone sufficient

fevidence pf these facts,. That sagaciouscritíc,
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who, when age and study had matured his judg-
ment, censured with so much just severity this
sort ofcomposition, at the same time acknow-
ledges, that he wasted the best part of his life
in this pernicious reading. Being, when young, in
some employment about the court, he devoured,
as it were, every romance with such singular
pleasure, that ifby chance he took up a volume
ofgenuine history, it was so disgusting to him,
that he could not continué its perusal. Under
these circumstances itis natural to suppose, that
the Quixote, which by its title announced the
adventures of a Knight-errant, would not, at
first, be thought highly of by serious and well-
informed raen; ñor indeed be admired by the mass
of readers, as they woukl not meet with such
wonderful and extraordinary events, as they had
been accustomed to in other works of chivairy,
and were unable to discover that delicate and
pointed satire, which this book contaras. Cer-
vantes, feeling the merits ofhis own performance,
and aware of the difíiculty, which, from these
circumstances, it would cost him to make it
known, availed himself of so learned and illus-
trious a patrón, whose testimony would be its first
recommenclation, and akind of stimulus to others
to read and praise it. The success of this plan
evinced the solidity of our Author's judgment.

When the Duke de Bejar first heard the title
and apparent object of the Quixote, he refused
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to have it dedicated tohimself, fearing that his
reputation would suffer, ifhe permitted his ñame

to be aílixed to any book of chivalry. Cervantes-
did not plague him with petitions, which most

probably would have been useless; he submitted
to his wishes, but only requested, that he would
permit him to read one chapter ofDon Quixote to
him, Cervantes had foreseentheevent of thisstra-
tagem. The diversión and entertainment, which
that chapter afforded the whole audience, was
such, that the Duke requested him to read the
whole ofthe work. He was so delighted withits
singular pleasantry and humour, which had over-
eóme all his prejudices, that he bestowed the
warmest approbation on itsingenious author, and
gladíy gave his eonsentto a dedication, which he
had beforedenied. Notwithstanding,íiowever,the
prptection theQuixote received from the Duke de
Bejar, and the publie appíause it met withfrom
all, who heard it read, it couíd not escape the
asperity of a friar, who lived with the Duke.
He attacked it invarious ways, without even pe-
rusing it, and circulated a thousand falsehoods
both ofitand itsauthor. Itis more than probable,
that this friar had such a power over the Duke^
as to influence his conduct towards Cervantes
which certainly was not distinguished by a gene-
rosity equal tohis rank, ñor in the way that the
necessities of so deserving an author merited.
Cervantes liad always been remarkable for hís
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gratitudé, and the great praise, not to say flattery,
that he always bestowed upon his benefiíctors ;
yet he in no one instance mentions the Duke.
Ithas, however, been supposed, that in the ec-
clesiastic, who in the second part of the Quixote
accompanies the Duke, he has taken this friar as

his model.
Itis certain, that the Quixote, on its firstpub-

lication, was received by the public in the same
manner ithad been inmanuscript by the Duke de
Bejar. Even its title was an object of ridicule
and contempt with the half-learned. Ñor did the
obscurity, in which the Author íived, raise the
curiosity of the wiser class: and thüs one of the
greatest eífbrts of literature Spain ever produced,
was, for a considerable time, regarded with in-
diíference.

Cervantes, well knowing, that those, wrho
read his- work, did not understand it, and that
those, who could understand it, did not read it,
endeavoured to excite the attention of ali by
publishing a small anonymous book, called the"

Busca pié." This little work, which is now
extremely rare, contains a critique upon the Qui-
xote, replete with ingenuity and humour .; insi*
nuating that itwas a delicate satire upon a variety
of distinguished and well-known people, but
without giving the slightest hint for discovering
them. This critique was so wellmanaged, that
itexcited universal curiosity. Every body ín-
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stantlyread the Quixote, which, for the first time,
acquired a high reputation, and all, who now
perused it, found they could trace the satire, so
ingeniously pointed out in the

"
Busca pié."

Nothing can be a greater proof of the genius.
of Cervantes, and his knowledge of ínankind,
than the method he employed to make his worl^
known. Almost every mind is open to satire,
and the public in general are always charmed
with it. There is no surer snare, by which to
entrap its good will. Henee the popularity of
the íí Busca pié," which led every one to the
perusal of the Quixote, and thus its merits be-
came known. The enemies of our Author read,
it in hopes of.finding some excuse for blasting
his rising fame, and others to satisfy their curio-!
sity. Two things resulted from it. The general
and particular satire, hinted at in the

"
Busca pié,'?

could neither be confuted ñor confirmed ;and
•the superior rnerit of the Quixote was acknow,.
ledged withsecret envy, or withgenuino applause_
Itwas, however, so universally read, thateditions
were multiplied without number, and all Europe
joined in its praise. This of course roused the
enemies of good taste, who assaiíed both the
hook.and itS^ Autlior, with satire, abuse, and per-
secution in abundance. All these . productions,
however, dipppeared ;with the age, that gave
them birth, while the cause of them willever
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Cervantes notices some of these satires, parti-
cularly one, which was enclosed to him in a
letter, when he was at Valladolid; and from this>
incident we may conclude, that he possessed'
some place about the court. Philip III.for some
reason or other, removed his court to that city in
January 1601, and continued to hold itthere till
February 1606, when it returned to Madrid.
The Quixote was published in ]605j and in th©
same year Philip IV. was born; af which- time it
appears, thatCervantes livetl at Valladolid. The
peculiarity of. this. satire, which was a sonnet
against the Quixote, shows, that it was \vritten-
immediately on the publication of that-wark, and^
consequen tly while the court' was there» It is-
most probable that he returned to Madrid-alono-
with the court. The manners, indeed, of this^
place were best suited tohishabitsof life|:and it
was also at no great distance from Alcalá and
Esquí vias, where his relations resided.

Subsequent to this period no certain informa-
tion remanas as to hisplace-of residence; but it is
most likely, that he continued at Madrid tillhis
death, which is recorded to have taken place in
the parish of St. Sebastian,

Whether Cervantes ever possessed any peana*
nent lucrative place under government, is now
uncertain. He might, perhaps, only like to
livenear the^.court, from the hopes ofobtainiuo-
íome preferment, andin order to secure the pro*
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tection and interest of some patrón. And during
the latter part ofhis life we are assured, that he
received considerable assistance from the Count
de Lemos and the Archbishop ofToledo.

The misfortunes, which our Author had en-
countered in his more active life, had a consi-
derable share indetermining him to return to the
cultivation of his talents, and to that quiet and
retirement adapted to his contraed income, his
habits of application, and his advanced age,
We may therefore coiísider him in the latter part
ofhis life as a learned man, whose actions require
no other monumental record than his works, in
the composition and publication ofwhich he was
chiefly engaged. While he lived at Madrid he
dedicated himself entireíy to literature :he culti-
vated it with the ardour of youth, and the cir-
cumspection of age. His fertile and exuberant.
imagination was employed on many more works
than have been before the public ; but good
sense would not sufíer him to print any but
what he had put the finishing hand to. He
preferred the merit of publishing those, which
his judgment thought worthy of posterity, to
the emolument he might have derived from
n¿orejiumerou3^_but consequently more hasty
productions,

The acquisition of ppsthumous. fame, so cora-
monto eminentmen, was his ardent wish ;- and
this increased as he advanced inyears: he ther^


