
lasí look of his fair domains, and faltering out his
parting benediction, "

God is great !"
Iíwas wiíh íhese excited feelings thal they en-

lered Grenada, and occupied an hotel which gave
them a splendid view of the Amantara. Hither
they hastened the next morning. They entered
the ancient palace of the Moorish kings, by what
was called the gate of judgment: upon it is a
key, sculptured on the marble, surmounted by a
hand. They passed the rematas of seven gaíes,
before reaching íhe inner court, where Charles V.
had íhe bad íasíe to project íhe ereclion of a pa-
lace, which yeí remained unfinished. Cióse to this
palace stands íhe Alhambra, íhe mosí perfecl
monumení ofMoorish splendour that existe. Pass-
ing íhrough an oblong court, with a colonnade at

each end, they arrived ai íhe court of lions."
Formerly," said the guide,

"
this was paved

withmarble :
"
itis now converted into a garden.

Iíhas a colonnade of one hundred and foríy while
pillare ;and in the centre, as you see, is the cele-
brated fountain, supporled by fourleen lions."

"Here, probably," said Mr.Delville,"during
the falling fortunes of the Moorish kings, they re-
tired, to medítate upon their altered desliny ; and
ilwas here, perhaps, íhat the undaunted Muza
gave, in vain, those warlike counsels to Bobadil,

which he was unable to follow, and which lost
him his true and tried friend. Upon the alabaster
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bowl, which the lions supported, are these con-
cluding words:

'
The purity of the alabaster and

of the water may vie with each other. If thou
wouldst distinguish the water, look narrowly into

the bowl; for both mighí be liquid, or boíh solid,

The water seems to envy íhe beauly of íhe basin,
where it lies;and the basin is jealous of the crystal
water. Beautiful is the stream thaí issues from
my bosom, íhrown high into íhe air by íhe pro-
fuse hand of Mahomed. His generosiíy excels
the strengíh ofíhe lion.'

"

From the court of lions they wandered into

several halls, all magnificent, resembling each
other, and all remarkable for the beauty of the
walls and roofs. The fatal hall of the Abencer-
rages fixed their attenlion, from íhe history of írea-

chery, and carnage aítached to ií. In íhe year
1491, when Abdali was king, íwo greaí families,

the Goméis and the Legris, conspired the ruin of
íhe Abencerrages, íhe grealesl of íhe Moorish
families. To effecí íhis, íhey invented a story,

which touched íhe honour of íhe king, and con-
necíed ií wiíh Albin Hamel, the chief of the
family. The king, in his fury, resolved to ex-

tírpate íheir race; and íhey were sení for lo íhe
Alhambra, one by one, and the moment they en-
tered, they were seized, and beheaded beside an
alabaster vase, which now stands in the middle of
the hall,and which is said to have overflowed with
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íheir blood. Thiríy-five ofíhe fatnily fell vicíims ;
but the rest being warned by a page who escaped,
they raised the city in their cause, penetraíed íhe
palace, and slew many of íhe Goméis and íhe
Legris, who íhere defended íhe king, who finally
took refuge ina neighbouring mosque. The con-

quesl ofGrenada speedily followedíhis evenl.
"Ahouse divided against itself musí fall,"said

Mrs. Delville; while íhe young people galhered
round íhe alabaster vase, and dwelt on íhe receñí
íale íhey heard.

Itwas not one day that could satisfy íheir curi-

osiíy abouí íhe Alhambra. Morning after morn-

ing they devoted Ihemselves ío il, and lislened
eagerly to all the wild tales and tradilions íhat íheir
guide was equally ready lo tell. He was flattered
by the profound attention with which the young
English people listened to him.

From íhese pleasures, íhaí realized all íheir ro-

nianíic dreams, íhey were drawn by a visil ío íhe
calhedral. They were shown íhe sarcophagi of

Ferdinand and Isabella, in while marble. They
chose íhat their rematas should repose in the city
they had been so proud to acquire.

"
The conquerors and the conquered," said Mr.

Delville, "are now at rest. This is a reflection
which mighl well make many conquerors íremble
at their victories."

When they were visiting, a few days afterwards,
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the estales of the duke of Wellington, about two
leagues from Grenada, Ellen remembered this ob-
servaíion,

"
The duke of Wellington, papa," she said,"

had nothing to reproach himself in his con-
questa :íhey willwear well.""They will. We were happy iohave a couníry-
man of so much ability, ío execuie the generous
purposes of a generous people ;and he was happy
in a country which has seldom made war for its own
aggrandizement. The annals of the Spanish cam-
paign will always be a proud page in English
history."

The walks and íhe views abouí Grenada were
beauíiful. Their favourile walk was by íhe side of
íhe banks ofthe Douro, which flows íhrough a deep
and finely-wooded ravine ;and while all íhe beau-
íy ofíhe valley was around íhem, íhey had ai in-
íervals beautiful glimpses of íhe fair and dislant
ciíy. Their inlroductions gave them access to the
high, and their wanderings made them acquainted
with the humbler classes. The mornings were
often devoted to visite, gladly received ;and they
were sure to find the Spanish ladies, dressed for
company, seated on a sofá, their fans ta their
hands, their basket ai íheir feeí, and íheir em-
broidery before íhem. There was greaí quick-
ness and liveliness in íheir conversation; which,
if noí always inlelligenl, was amusing. They



were ready, as far as íhey were able, ío answer
íhe queslions of íhe íravellers ; and Ellen was in
a fair way of being spoiled, by íhe praises íhey
besíowed on her beauly. Frank was a general
favouriíe, and learned lo dance íhe bolero almost
as well as they did themselves. He had a quick
ear, and caught their tunes and accent inperfec-
lion. His lively manners, arílessness, and spirií,
were ío íhem irresislible. He was always wan-

dering abouí, and forming some new fríendship,
or making some new discovery.

Edward, more reserved, was less courted. He
had made acquaintance with a priest of consider-
able talent, and was acquiring from him some

valuable knowledge of the history and jurispru-
dence of Spain. This was an intimacy which Mr.

Delville cheertally promoted, while he was care-

ful to accompany them often, and, unperceived, to

watch the tendency of íhe informaíion íhus kind-

lygiven;and he was glad ío withdraw Frank from
an idolatry daily more absurd, and of which íhe
boy was himself ashamed.

After a stay of six weeks, íhe day was al length

fixed for íheir deparlure; and though there was

no longer an object unvisited, yel iíwas a subjecí

of regreí to every one thaí íhey could stay no

longer. But lohave remained would have defeaíed
all their plans for the winter; they therefore paid

a farewell visií lo íheir many friends, and their
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favourile and regretted Alhambra. They walked
íhrough the market-place, and sení íhe carriage on

before. They had never seen so exlraordinary a
show of fruií and vegetables. They purchased a

melón for a penny, and found the flavour superior

to any thing they had before tasted. To íheir as-

tonishmení, however, they saw thaí noíhing had so

quick or ready a sale as boiled poíaíoes :a regu-
lar sleam-boiler was in consíant requisition, and

the demands upon its produce were incessant.

Frank gave a penny io a liítle boy, who was sland-

ing looking on wiíh wishful eyes. He bought

some immediately, and siíting down, prepared
to enjoy himself. Frank would gladly have done
the same, but there was no time.
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The regret of íhe English travellers for leaving

Grenada, was heightened by the melancholy pro-
phecies of their friends, concerning the misery of

their accommodation on íhe road, and íhe cer-

tainty of being robbed more than once. IfMr.

Delville had been alone, he would have disregarded

these prognostications of evil;bul having ladies

with him, he thought it best ío err on íhe safest

side. He procured an escort of four soldiers at

the cost of thirty-five dollars ;and was assured,

íhaí under íhaí proíecíion he mighí íravel all over

Spain
PWheñthey had given their last tarewell glance

to the Alhambra and Grenada, their atíention was
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direcíed lo Murcia, and íhe character of its in-
habilante. "

They are remarkable," said Mr. Del-
ville, "for íheir idleness and indifference. The
Cardinal Bellegu, who was long íheir bishop, ob-
served of íhem in a jesí, íhaí íhe sky and íhe soil
of íheir couníry was good;buí that which was be-
íween íhem, (meaning íhe inhabitants,) was de-
testable. This prelaíe, however, during íhe cele-
brated war of succession in Spain, being devoíed
to Philip V.,puí himself ai íhe head of the Mur-
cians, defeated the troops of íhe archduke Charles,
and afterwards took Carthagena; so íhaí he had
no reason to complain of their courage. In the
time of the Moors, Carthagena being atíacked by
íhe celebrated Abdellaris, the women dressed
themselves like men, and rivalled the garrison in
valour."

"These, Frank," said his mother,
ladies after your own heart."

"
these are

Frank, however, was noí quiíe sure :—he had
some indistincí idea, íhaí arms were noí suited loa
woman's hand :bul his attention was so occupied
by the soldiers, that he had not time to decide the
point."

Whaí makes íhe Murcians so indolent, papa ?
said Ellen."Ido not know; unless itbe the bad habite in
which íhey are broughí up. Murillo says, íhaí
the children are so spoiled by their mothers, íhaí
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they cannot endure ío lose sighí of íhe belfry of
íheir native lown. From íhis cause ilis, íhat so
few Murcians are seen in the universities, fewer
still in the army, and yet more rarely in the ma-
rine. They only wish for idleness and plenty to
eat. Their inactive disposilion is not confined to

the gentry ;the artisans and labourers paríake of
it. They eat often, because they live upon vege-
tables highly seasoned with pepper. They have a
particular dislike to beef, and think those who like
it are Jews; in consequence of which prejudice it
is not publicly sold in the market-place, but
brought privaíely froma distance of three leagues.
The cosíume of íhe villagers you willfind highly
picturesque."

The first towm of any consequence at which
they arrived was Bazu. They carne upon it by
surprise, after travelling over a plain swept by all
the cold winds from the snowy mountains by
which it was bounded, when it suddenly termi-
nated in an abrupl descent, and the warm, shel-
tered valley in which the village stands received
them,

The tan was unusually good ;and they found
themselves repaid for all they had suffered over

the almosí frozen plain. Early as they set off the

next morning, íhey found time to go and see íhe

nine iron columns in the market-place, made

from íhe nine cannon wiíh which Ferdinand
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and Isabella took the town, after a desperate
resisíance. Upon one of íhem is íhe following
inserípíion :—

"
Ilwas with these cannon íhat Fer-

dinand and Isabella took the city from the Moors,
in1489, on the festival of St. Barbara, the patron-
ess of the city."

As they passed Culla de Bazu, Frank remarketl
that there were more crosses, indicating murder,
there than they had seen elsewhere."

Ilis a curious circumstance," said Mr. Del-
ville,"that these atrocities are more common near
small villages íhan in more soliíary places."

Lorca was their restíng-place for íhe next night.
Itis picturesquely situated under íhe brow of a

mouníain ;and an oíd casíle surmounling the beet-
ling cliffgives interest ío íhe view.
Ilwas markel-day, and they saw a costume

quite new lo íhem. The women wore large white
woollen shawls, thrown over their heads like a
mantilla ; and the men had white drawers, only
reaching two inches below the knee, no stockings,
and rope sandals. The Spanish hal was replaced
by a black montera cap, fitting cióse to the head,

with a small rim turned up all round. Others,

from the cold Sierra, wore striped blankets, not
unlike the Scottish artans.

The marketwas fullof a variety of arricies; and
Mrs. Delville delighled Ellen by buying a pair of
rope-sandals, and a specimen of all íhaí was new



or unusual ;íhough Mr. Delville proíesíed he did

noí know where íhey would find room lo síow
íhem away,

On íhe door of íhe Cathedral was a most liberal
supply of indulgences from íhe archbishop of Car-
íhagena, and wiíhin íhe church were íhe ñames and
banners of íhe Jews burned by íhe Inquisilion."

These regisíers of inhumaniíy and unchris-
lian conducí," said Mr. Delville,

"placed here in
íhe house of God, have an almosl appalling effecí

on íhe mind;ií is like placing an unrepeníed sin

perpeíually before the eyes of íhe Almighíy."
When íhey were again seaíed in íhe carriage,

Ellen asked her falher, whaí inundation it was

about which he was quesíioning íhe landlord.
"
Itwas one íhat happened here. Iíwas a mosí

severe calamiíy ;and iís effecís are noí yet, and

probably never willbe, overeóme. Lorca enjoyed

the greatesl prosperity; buí it is now arid and

barren, from the deslrucíion of an immense reser-

vón, which collecíed and distributed all the water

for irrigation. Before this reservoír was con-

sirucíed, every proprietor disposed ai his pleasure
of íhe water scatíered over the country. Aman

named Lenourda submitted ío the government a

plan for regulating íhe irrigalions;and íhis plan

was rendered more íhan usually accepíable, from
its offering to the crown an evidení advaníage.
The reservoir was buill,and an immense body of
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waíer was collecíed init. Unhappily, though the
walls were very solid, they were not able to resist
íhe accumulaíion of so large a mass of water. On
the 30th of April,1802, a weak part of íhe lining
gave way, and íhe waíer rushed out on every side
with such impetuosity thal it swallowed up men,
animáis, trees, houses, and the public buildings;
eVen huge rocks were swept away by it. The town
of Lorca was almost wholly destroyed ; and iís
ravages exíended to a disfance of six leagues
Murcia ilself fell iís influence, íhough íwelve
leagues off."

Six íhousand persons, and íwenly-four íhou-
sand caílle losí íheir lives by íhis faíal disasíer.
The unfortunate engineer was its first victim, he
did noí usually reside alLorca, buí he happened
to be there that day, and hastened to the spot,
hoping to provide some remedy for the disaster :

—
he was swepí away in íhe iorrent. The inhabi-
íanls looked upon his deaih as an ad of divine
jusíice."

At the cióse of the fourth day from leaving
Grenada they found themselves inMurcia. With-
in a league of that city, they entered íhe highly
cultivated valley in which it is situated. Itwas a
garden in which perpetual spring seemed to flour-
ísh, all was fragrant, green, and blooming. On a
nearer approach, íhe road was enlivened by íhe
couníry people, in íheir short white írowsers, crim-
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son sash, and montera caps, while íhe caris and
waggons, mules and horsemen increased at every
step. Itoffered, in the life and movement it dis-
played, a striking conírast to the lonely deserted
road that leads to Madrid. The streets themselves
were clean, and the populace seemed less ragged,
and wretched in their appearance. The convent-
gardens skirl íhe síreels, as íhey do in Seville, and
íhe walls are overtopped by íhe heavily laden
orange-frees, and íhe slender palm. As íhey drove
loíheir inn a friar walked a liltleway before them,
holding in his hand an image of St. Anthony,
which the children were eagerly pressing forward
lo kiss

The Cathedral, with its fine marides and Gothic
chapéis, seemed hardly worthy íheir attenlion,

after having seen íhaí of Seville ;buí íhey mounl-

ed by an easy ascení, wiíhouí síairs, loíhe tower,

which isIhe principal boast of the Cathedral, be-

ing ten feet higher íhan íhaí of Seville. The

vale of Murcia was seen ío greaí advanlage from
íhis spoí. Iíis sixteen miles long and eighí wide,
and offers a rich variely of green, and írees of

every hue and every form. Towards íhe east,

where the vale narrows, the spires of Oripuela
were distinclly visible, af íhe dislance often miles;

such was the purity of the atmosphere and the
cloudless sky. The mountains íhaí surround íhe
the vale of Murcia are not unproductive. They
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produce an abundance of vines and olives; buí
íhe Murcians are noí celebrated for íaking íhe
utmost advaníage of íhe gifís of natare. The
oranges are an article of considerable commerce.
The merchante who are engaged in it, niounted
on donkeys, form somelimes small caravans. As

íhey are not vvithouí fear of robbery, íhey sport a
gun on íheir saddle, and ride with a martial air,
wrapped in their blue cloaks. The donkeys, na-
íives of Andalusia, are of a large size, and an in-
finiíelysuperior animal ío those seen in England."Papa," said Ellen,"are we noí lo see íhe silk-
manu factory ?""

It is so inferior to that ofValencia, mydear,

which we shall visit shortly, that it seems a

waste of time. Itused to employ sixteen thou-
sand persons ;now they hardly require four hun-
dred. Here it is all hand-labour : at Valencia
machinery is used, so thaí Murcia has no chance
of competiíion. The land round Murcia, as

well as Grenada, has been infiniíely less profil-
able ío íhe agriculturalists, since íhe loss of the
Spanish colonies has creaíed a necessily for the

imposition of new burdens upon íhe soil. Iníhe
vale of Murcia íwo crops are produced yearly:
wheaí and leníils, wheaí and maize, or wheal and
beans ;and iíreíurns about five per cení.

At Murcia they dismissed their escort of sol-
diers, satisfied that the fears of their friends at
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Grenada, rather than the necessities of the road,
had made them necessary ; though they afterwards
learned that the dispersión of a noted band in
Andalusia, and their escape into Portugal, had
been the chief cause oftheir safety.

The diligence goes in ten hours from Murcia to
Alicata; and Mr. Delville thought it best loíake
advaníage of ií. They seí off at an early hour,
on a November morning. Nothing could surpass
the beauty of the road; and the date-trees thaí
border it, are said to be finer than those of Af-
rica."

Who could believe," said Mrs. Delville," thaí
this is November, ifwe were only to look at the
sky and the foliage ?""

How differently," said Ellen, " the poor folks
are feeling in Yorkshire: what red noses, blue
lips, and frozen fingers they are now heirs to! O,
Ifeel cold whenIthink of it!""Remember," said Edward, "

the vigour of
mind and body they enjoy; the clear, decisive
purpose, and the power and the willto carry it
into execution ; and look and envy, ifyou can,

these pale-faced, nerveless creatures.''
"

Inthe daily concerns of life," said his father,
"

your observation may have some truth ;but you

must remember, that the nature of our climate re-

quires great exertions for a man io live, and loo
often he lives but miserably with them all. Here
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the common necessaries oflifeare so reasonable,thal

he has no motive for labour ;andIconfess itisplea-
sanl lo me lo see the people able to live and enjoy
themselves, without that perpetual toil that gain
brings withit inEngland.""Bul, father," said Edward, "

Ithought you
liked energy of character.""
Ido, when it is necessary ;butIam not an

enemy to the innocent enjoyments of life. The
dolce far niente * of íhe Italians is graleful at

limes to us all: and Ithink we should all
be happier in England, if we sacrificed less to

show, and were content with humbler modes of
existence. Iam persuaded íhat boíh mind and
body are frequenlly worn ouí by íhe anxious ac-
cumulaíion of riches, which, when acquired, are
often valueless to the possessor ;íhe power of en-
joying them, the easy day, the tranquil night, have
all been hazarded, and losí in íheir acquisiíion :
and Edward," confinued Mr. Delville," though
the Spaniards have not those daily objects of at-

lention and iníeresí íhat we have, íhis is rather
their misfortune than their fault. On greal and
imporíaní occasions, no naíion under íhe sun have
shown ihemselves more devoíed to the service of
their couníry. England has been free from all
attacks on her naíive soil. Whaí effecí repeaíed

*
Literally,« the sweet do-nothing."



invasions mighí have upon us;how far we should
sleadily coníinue ío sow that which an enemy
mightreap; or remata firm to íhe good and jusl
cause, where advantage mighí be gained by siding
wiíh íhe enemy, are quesíions íhaí evenls have
given us no opporíunily of answering. Buí he
who puís on his armour, must not boasí himself
as he who íakes iloff."

They stopped at Orihuela to breakfast. They
walked into the church, which they found full of
persons at their devotions. There was not a saint
who had noí a compeíent number of worshippers ;
and some were beating their breaste, wiíh an in-
tensity of anguish íhaí was Iraly aslonishing.
Frank expressed himself desirous of acíing íhe
part of flagellaní ío some of íhem;and looked so
merry, as he examined íhe waxen arms, legs, and
bodies, hung up before a popular sainl, íhaí Mr.
Delville was glad ío gelhim ouí of the church be-
fore he was noticed."Orihuela," he said, "

has long been famous
for its superior bigotiy, where all are bigote. I
remember a very witty story told of the duke de
Villa Mediana. It happened in this town. He
was going out of the church of ourlady ofAtocha;
a priest held towards him a silver píate, beseech-
ing him to give something for the poor souls in
purgatory. He gave a gold piece of some valué.'
Ah!sir,' said the friar, ' there is one soul saved
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already.
'

The duke gave another piece of the
same valué.

' Senhor,' said the delighted friar,'
you have saved a second soul.' The duke con-

tinued to give, in this manner, six gold pieces, to
each of which his reverence made the same an-
swer.

'
But are you very sure ?' said the duke.'Yes, my lord,Ican confidently assure you thaí

íhey are all six now in paradise.' '
Ifíhat be the

case,' said the witty nobleman, '
reíurn me my

gold pieces :they are no longer necessary ; for if
íhey are in paradise íhere is no fear of íheir re-
turning ío purgatory.'

"

The mirth that this story occasioned was only
checked by a summons to the diligence. Their
road lay through the Huerto of Orihuela; and il
surpassed even íhe vale of Murcia in beauty."

How lovely are those clumps of palm-trees!"
said Mrs. Delville:

"
so much finer to the eye than

even the solitary ones we admired yesterday.""Yes," said Mr. Delville, "
these scenes are

lovely; but they bear the traces of destruction.
We are about to pass toLa Granja, which was so
severely visited by an earthquake, in1829."" O, howIwish we could stop !"said Edward"Ifear that is impossible," said his father

The conductor, however, kindly consented to drive
veryslowly. The town was situated amongst groves
oforanges and pairas; but showed, by its ruined
dwellings and houseless population, how fatal the
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awful visitation liad been. They only saw one
upper story standing, and far the greater number
ofhouses had been overthrown. The lower of íhe
church had not been thrown down, but there was
a wide rent from íhe íop ío íhe boílom. Upon íhe
sides of some of íhe anciení walls íhe mournful
inhabilanls had builí low houses ofone slory."
Iremember," said Mr. Delville,"whenIwas

at Toledo, and visited the mad-house there, Isaw
a middle-aged woman seated upon the ledge of
the window, her eyes intently fixed upon the sky.
She was a native of a village on the coast of Mur-
cia, which was destroyed by this earthquake. She
had been at a neighbouring hamlet, selling dates;
and on her return to the village, she had seen her
home, and with it her children, swallowed up.
She had never spoken from thal hour. All day
long she sai on íhe window-ledge of the hall, gaz-
mg upon the sky; and every day it required the
strength of two persons to take her from her'win-
dow lo dinner. She was perfeclly harmless."

After this slory, íhey passed on, in mournful
silence, íhrough íhe villages which had suffered so
overwhelming a calamiíy, till they arrived at
Elche, which was called the City of Dates. It
lies amidst a foresí of palms. They are scallered
amongsí íhe houses, and seem ío have been plant-
ed wherever there was a spot of land unoccupied.
The colour of the fruit varied : some was green,



some yellow, some deep orange, and some brown.
The tasto of the yellow,bordering upon brown, they
found the most agreeable. After passing through
a wild country, they reached Alicant late; dis-
covering first the sea, and then the castle on its

high rock. They were conducíed ío an inn íhaí
overlooked the sea, against the walls of which the
sea beat vehemeníly ;and before íhem was íhe
harbour, a busy and animaled scene. The gar-
dens ofAlicaní lie along íhe sea-shore, surrounded
on three sides by lofty mountains. The houses

are magnificent, and the rooms and staircases
paved with the Valencia tile; the ground white,

and a flower in the middle, executed wiíh great
delicacy and truíh.

There was noí much in Alicaní to inleresl the
young people. There is a manufacíory of cloíh;
buí íhe only iníerest alíached ío ií is, íhaí ilis

wholly a chariíable institution, ta which none but

orphans are admitted, or children whose párente
are unable to provide them withany occupation.

" And,papa," said Frank, on hearing this men-

lioned, "íhere is a mililary school here, for íhe

children of poor soldiers, who are íaughí ío read
and wrile, and cipher.""

How did you find that out, Frank ?""
Why,Imet one of them this moming at the

harbour, and Ishowed himIknew how to bear



"
Idaré say you did," said Mr.Delville, laugh-

ing. "Ihope you willnoí geí inío any scrape
wiíhíhaí ready íongue of yours."

"O, papa!" said Ellen, "íhere is íhe diligence

Nohope for us now: we cannol see íhe casíle.""
We should noí have been allowed,Iihink,

whatever migbt have been our leisure ;and íhere-
fore take a lasí look of íhe harbour, and leí us be
off. Frank, are we going ío have a companion ?"

"Yes, papa; a wine-merchaní of Alicaní; an
Englishman. Ihave spoken íohim."

Mr.Mordauní proved an agreeable addiíion lo

íheir parly. He was going to Valencia, and knew
well the country through which they were to pass.
When they entered upon íhe Sierra, beíween Vil-

lena and Fuente de Higuera, he menlioned lo

íhem a singular circumstance.
"

AnEnglish gen-
tleman," he said,

"
was travelling through a nar-

row valley, in this Sierra, covered with aromatic

shrubs, when his aííeníion was exciíed by íwo

figures on íhe opposiíe ridge of íhe hill. They
were evidenlly employed in collecting someíhing,
he could noí see, inío large baskeís. On enquiry
they proved to be Moorish physicians, who carne,

every spring and autumn, from íhe coasís of Áf-

rica, to galher medicinal herbs.""
This,Ishould Ihink," said Mr.Delville,"musí

be íhe only remaining íie belween Spain and Bar-

bary.""
Itis;and the deadly enmity wiíh which íhey
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are still regarded in this country, is indescrib-
able."

The diligence stopped no where; and they were
compelled to pass the beautiful Moorish ruins at
San Felippe with only an earnest passing gaze.
They are builí on the summit of a hill,behind
the city. The mountain is one hundred and
twenty feet high; and they rose in fine relief,
against the cloudless sky, in an irregular line of
not less than two miles in extent."

O,ifwe could bul stop !"said Ellen
But this was impossible. On they went, at the

same regular and excellent pace of seven miles an
hour, till at length they descended the moun-
tain; and saw Valencia three leagues before they
reached it. Its extensive buildings, massive walls,
and numerous spires were very imposing.

1 You will find," said their fellow-traveller,"
that Valencia is a hot-bed of supersíiíion. You

willsee some curious relies at the Cathedral." His
informalion was corred. Their firsí visii was paid
lo íhat ancient edifice. They were shown, with
much ceremony, an arm of St. Luke, the entire
body of one of the innocente, and a picture of the
Virgin,painted by St. Luke. The astonishment of
the English travellers, at the unblushing effrontery
wiíhwhich these things were shown and told,im-
parled an air of graviíy to íheir features which
they would not otherwise have had."

You have," said Mr. Delville ío the sacristán



MANUFACTORY OF TILES. 263

after a pause, "
a relie more precious than any

thingIsee here.""
We have, senhor ;the cup, the real cup out of

which our Saviour drank at the last supper.""May we see it ?""No, senhor ;it is too precious to be shown to

heretics."
"

You are quile righí," said Mr.Delville.
"This,"

he said, as íhey walked quielly away, "
is whaí I

cali prudence. The sacrisían is a very judicious
man."

"
Iwonder íhey showed us any íhing," said Ed-

ward"
It is noí al all improbable," said his falher,

"
that the cup may be French or English ;and it

would have been awkward, had we pointed out

the stamp. Cunning, my son, has iís own lefí-
handed wisdom."

Among the curiosities of Valencia is her beau-
lifulmanu factory of íiles. There was a large as-

sorlmenl very beaulifully execuíed ; íhe besl abouí
a shilling a square. A good workman gatas intheir
manufacture a dollar a day.

"Surely," said Mrs. Delville, "they must be
dearer than a carpet."
"

Verymuch dearer," said Mr.Delville.
"

They

are nine inches square : at one shilling a piece,
only calcúlate how many they would take for a

large room!"" And," said Ellen,
"

the comfort of a carpet,
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even of plain Kidderminster, ouíweighs íheir
beauty.""

Noí iníhis climate, Ellen. A carpet would be
an insupportable nuisance, and not a comfort.
Think of the fleas," said Frank."

And íhe heaí," said his moíher."
Iwas íhinking of íhe look,Ibelieve," said

Ellen"Ah,true woman !" exclaimed her eider broíher,
wiíh a good-nalured smile.

"AndIwas thinking," said Frank, "Ishould
like the íiles ;for ifany ihing was thrown down,
a flannel would set itall to rights ;buí a carpet is
spoiled ;and ifone does it,itis never forgoííen.""

Buí íhey break, Frank," said his moíher ;"and
a fraclure is as durable as a síain."

"Oh! ifthey break,Igive them up entirely; and
range myself firmly on íhe side of íhe carpeí
faction.""

We willtake a few home," said Mrs.Delville,
"for the oldchina-pantry; it will suit very well
with the rest of the porcelain."

Mr.Delville hurried íhem in íheir purchase, for
he was anxious to see íhe rice-grounds, a species of
agriculture wholly new to íhem. Ilis confined lo
the lowvalleys which are almost always wet. The

rice is always under water, and it is only drained
to reap it. At the rice-harvest, the labourers are
almost up to their knees in water The sheaveslC1, ±Ile s'ieaves
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are cut, and laid on a kind of low sledge. The
outward, tough skin is taken off in the mili.
The Chinese effect íhis operaíion in a morlar,

worked by a lever; buí.íhe Valencia method is
preferred

"Ilis a pily," said Mr.Delville, "that the cul-
tivation of rice is so unhealthy, for the crop is
always certain; and, besides yielding eight per
cent, itis not long on the ground. Iiis sown in
June and reaped in Sepíember.""

Is ií so very unhealíhy, papa ? and why ?""
Very, Ellen. On accounl of íhe síagnanl

waíer, malignant fevers frequently prevail ta con-
sequence.'"

The Valencians," said Mrs. Delville, as íhey
walked home, "paríake of íhe beauíy of íheir
climate. Their healthy countenances, and fine
height distinguish íhem from íhe resl of Spain.""

They are gay and frank intheir character," said
Mr.Delville;

"
and during the fine summer even-

ings, the sound of music and the song is heard
through all their border. Ellen, you walk as ifyou
were tired."

"lama little,very little."
"Well, you shall have lime to rest; we are

going to leave you for an hour or two, on a visit to

the convent of Los Reyes."
"Ah!" said Edward, "íhaí is a pleasure for-
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-1do noí ihink we lose much," said his sister ;"
the friars are dirty people, and the nuns do not

admil you.""
Iíis six of one, and half-a-dozen of íhe olher,"

said Frank, as he ran after his faiher.
The convenio de Los Reyes is about a quarter of

a league from Valencia, and one of the finest in
Spain. They readily obtained leave to see the
interior. They saw nothing, however, that they
had not often seen before, tillthey were shown the
manuscripts. A fair copy of Livyexciíed much
admiration; and íhe rich colours of íhe illuminated
missals; the brighí violeí, red, and gold, as fresh
and puré as when laid on, delighíed íhem ;but
the gem of íhe collection was íhe Romance of the
Rose, writlen as early as the ninth ceníury. The
friar displayed this treasure wiíheníhusiasm.

"This," said Mr. Delville, "as he took ií in
his hands, "íhis carries us back to past times.
How often has this volume amused the dull hours
of the feudal barons, and charmed the knighls,
and the fair ladies ofíhaí marlial age; when books
were noí, and íhe wandering íroubadour was wel-
comed wiíh íhe feasl and íhe rich wine-cup !"

The monk entered inío íhese speculations ;
and their conversation insensibly wandered to
Spain, to Valencia and its silk-trade. "It has
been injured," said íhe monk, "noí only by
France, but by the loss of her colonies. The mul-
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-trees, cuí down by íhe French, were just be-
|g to grow again, when this outleí for íheir
factures being shut up, íheir írade has lan-
ed ever since; and íheir chief exporte are now
.ed io raw silk. The manu factory is noí now

.11:

seeing."
y passed three hours in agreeable conver-
;and when they returned to Valencia the
accompanied them.



BARCELONA—EXECUTION—STOLEN IMAGE—CHARACTER

OF THE SPANIARDS,

Itwas at Barcelona that Mr.Delville expected his
affairs would detain him some months : íhey
reached it from Valencia after an easy journey of
two days. Its principal street, the Rambla, pre-
sente a gay and animated scene, from the gaudy
dress of the peasants. Their red caps, hanging
half way down íheir backs, their crimson sashes,
and lively-coloured plaids, give to an English eye
a peculiarly foreign air to the principal streeí of
Barcelona.

"This city and the province of Catatonía," said
Mr. Delville, "

is under the government of íhe
Conde d'Espagna, a man whose character is firm
and energetic in íhe highest degree. The following
anecdoíe willillustraíe his character better íhan
any descripíion could:

'
deeds not words' is his

motto. In1827 a ploí in favour ofDon Carlos, bro-
íher to king Ferdinand, was formed inCatalonia.
The Conde made himself master of all its delails,
and then represented to the king the absoluto



necessily of his appearing on íhe spot with as
little delay as possible. On his arrival, by íhe
advice of íhe Conde, he called a convocaíion of
bishops, ostensibly to consult concerning íhe síaíe
of the province. The Conde well knew the con-
nexion of íhe bishops with the ploí, and was in
possession of documente íhaí proved íheir guill.
He was delegaíed by íhe king ío preside alíhis
convocation ;and all the bishops being assembled,

he addressed them in the following manner.
'My

lord bishop,' said he, taking a paper from his

pocket, and unfolding it,' you know this ;' and
turning lo anolher, and showing another paper,'
and you, my lord,know this; and so on, producing

documente that connected every one present with
the conspiracy. 'And now, gentlemen,' said he,
addressing the assembly,

'
you perceive thalIhold

in my hands proofs of your treason. You, who
have fomented this rebellion, can put it down :

and Ihave instructions from his majesty, if the
rebellion be not put down within forty-eight hours,

(I am sorry for íhe allernaíive, genílemen, buí
my insírucíions are peremplory,) lo hang every
one of you;and ilwillbe a consolation to you to

know that the inlerests of the church will not

suffer ;for the king has already named successors

ío the vacant sees.'"
This reasoning was decisive :íhe bishops knew

íhe man they had to deal with;and within forty-



eight hours the insurrection was at an end. His
conduct on this occasion justífied íhe declaration
of Ferdinand, íhaí he wished he had a Conde d'
Espagna in every province. He isguilíy of much
violenl and arbitrary conduct ;but he has a most
düflcult people to govern ;and he only could have
kepí íhis province íranquil íhrough all íhe anarchy
and recení bloodshed in France. During íhe cele-
brated war of succession in Spain, when íhe arch-
duke Charles and Philip V. dispuíed íhe pos-
session of íhe Spanish crown, Barcelona sided wiíh
íhe archduke ; and susíained a siege under Ven-
dóme, wiíh a constancy and heroism almost un-
paralleled. After a breach had been made in the
íown, and fever and famine had íaken íhose whom
íhe sword had spared, íhe miserable remnaní dis-
puíed iís possession wiíhíhe vicíors for sixíy days:
and when ilwas al length obliged to capitúlate,
such was their hatred of Philip, that most of the
citizens quitted the town.""How happy we are," said Mrs. Delville, "

to

be removed from all the horrors of civilwar, and
lolive under equal and humane laws, imparlially
administered !"

The day after their arrival an execution took
place. A felón was condemned to die for having
murdered his fellow-prisoner. Three o'clock was
the hour appointed ;and all that morning, as well
as a great part of the day before, there was an in-



cessant noise of little bells, carried by boys in red
cloaks, with a box in one hand, collecting alms to
purchase masses for the repose of his soul. ,Mr.
Delville and Edward went to see the execution,
buí Frank shrunk from ií wiíh horror. In Barce-
lona íhere is a very singular socieíy, called íhe
Benevolení Socieíy, which underíakes to soften
íhe terrors of death, by giving to íhe condemned
íhe three last days of his life, every thing he de-
sires; the choicesí food and wine, music, or any
olher recreaíion compatible withhis safety.

"What a singular, what a healhenish idea!"
said Mrs. Delville:"whaí is iíbuí puííing inío
pracíice íhe ironical advice, 'Let us eat and
drink, for to-morrow we die ?'

"
"
Itis, indeed," said Mr. Delville, " totally at

variance with our ideas of consolation at such a
time;but they, who in life are not led to trust in
their Creator, are naturally unable to seek him even
in the gates of death. Inman they trust ;and out
of a bitter fountain how can sweet waters flow?""

Only conceive," said Frank, "
people ad-

dressing their prayers to such an image as this!
taking one out of his pocket."

Where did you get it,Frank ?""
From the córner of a street :Iwant to take it

home with me to England.""Oh, my dear Frank," said his molher, "
what



"
Look, mamma !it is an oíd battered, bruised

íhing !"
"True, Frank," said his faíher ;

"
but ifyou had

been seen to take ií,your lifewould have been íhe
forfeií. When did you lake ií ?"

"Last night, as we carne home from íhe ciíadel."
<rThe Catalonians are very supersíiíious, and

nolhing buí íhe lifeof íhe offender could blot out
such an affront as you have puí upon íhem, had
íhey known ií. There is hardly any imposiíion
loo absurd for íheir belief. The VirginMary and
our Saviour have somettaies been painted black.
Their favouriíe saint, the virgin of St. Pilar, was
of thaí colour ;but hearing that their political ene-
mies, called negroes, paid íheir adoration loher also,

íhe church resolved to show íhat she refused their
homage. She was white-washed ; and it was one
morning publicly given out, íhaí íhe virginof St.
Pilar, had suddenly changed from black to white:
and the good Catholics were inviíed ío see íhe mi-
racle wiíh íheir own eyes. They weníby íhousands.
Judge, my dear Frank, whaí íhey would say ío
íhose who stole íheir slrange gods ! There is now,

in íhe ciíadel of Barcelona, a Catalonian peasant,
condemned lo len years' imprisonment, for having
said that the image of some virgin, whose ñame I
forget, was made of wood, after the friars had as-
serted it was silver. Ifyou are not more cautious,
you willfillme with perpetual alarais.

'
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"
Papa," said Ellen, "

the Spaniards appear lo
me lo differ very much from each other;can you
explain to me why ?"

"
IthinkIcan, ifyou willhave palience lohear

me. There are in íhe inhabitants of their chief
provinces, such striking differences of climate,
manners, language, habits, character, and even ex-
terior form, as to leave no identily belween a Gal-
lican and a Calalonian, an Andalusian and a Cas-
lilian. To describe íhem accuraíely íhey musí

noí be laken as a whole, buí divided inío pro-
vinces, each influenced by íhe early naíions who
conquered íhem, and by their peculiar climate,
laws, and produclions. Yet as a nation, íhey have
still some features in common. In many respecte,
íhe provinces have íhe same form of government

An absoluto monarch is stillíhe ceñiré of all their
affeclions. Inliterature they have íhe same íaste,

and copy the same models; and in many other
particulars evince a common sympalhy. When
Spain discovered and conquered íhe new world,

noí coníeníed to reign over a greaí part of Europe,
she agitated and convulsed the olher half, eiíher

by intrigues, or military enterprises. Ai this
period the Spaniards were intoxicaled wiíh íhaí
national pride which appeared in their air, their
language, and their persons. This splendour has de-
cayed ;buí íhe air of grandeur, which inprosperity
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was justified by cireumstances, has survived íheir
good fortune, The haughtiness of a Spaniard has
become a proverb, and accounts for the brevity
which disdains all detail. Pride is usually concise.
Ilis relaled by a French traveller, that having met
ashepherd withhis flock, on entering Castille, and
being curious to hear some particulars of the
Spanish wool, he asked him a hundred questions.
What sort of food was given them ; whether he
was on a journey; from whence he carne; where
he was going; when he began his travels; when
he would return. The shepherd listeñed coldly io
íhese enquiñes, and replied :

'
Here íhey breed,

here íhey feed, and here íhey die.' He then pur-
sued his journey."The gravity of the Spaniard frequently con-
ceals a good and benevolent mind. They do not an-
ticípate, but wait for you. Their hearl commonly
opens wiíhíheir feaíures ;and íhey exhibií an un-
affecíed frankness and good-nature, which an-
nounces and inspires confidence. They are not
proud to íheir inferiors; buí íhey have frequeníly
shown an unbending spiril of independence, and
even haugliíiness, in íheir iníercourse wiíh íheir
sovereign. Ferdinand VI., when prince of Aslu-
rias, was frequeníly in company wiíh a nobleman
of high birlh, who was remarkably short in ate-
tare. The prince was always joking him on the
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subject, and applying to him the appellatíon of
little. He one day coolly replied, 'My lord, in

my own house, Iam called great.'
"TheSpaniards possess considerable natural abili-

ties, yet no persons can be more delibérate than
they are inalltheir determinations. Where other
tions fail, from being too precipítate, the Spaniard
loses his objecí by his slowness. This is íhe more

exíraordinary, as íheir lively imaginaíions would
seem likely ío be irrilaied by delay. The Spa-
niard, however, though naturally cold and delibé-

rale, when "nothing exíraordinary moves him, is

inflamed to enthusiasm, whenever the ruling pas-
sions of his nature are roused ;and a nation, dis-

tinguished by its gravity and slowness, becomes
violent and ungovernable, on occasions that in-

terest íheir nalional feeling. The most dangerous

animáis are not those which are in the most

continued agitation. The character of the nation,

at the present day, is less strongly marked than it

has ever been. It has no favourite hope to ani-

mate its exertions. Itis surrounded by imbecility

and neglect. They can scarcely be worse off,ñor

will they for a long time be better. Tillthe Ro-
mán Catholic superstition weakens its hold on the

minds of the lower class, and the higher acquire

sound principie and knowledge, no great change-

for the better, can take place among the Spaniards.
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They may be compared, at present, lo an insect
in a chrysalis state, which contains all the rudi-
mento of a superior existence ;bul the develop-
ment of which depends on favouring influences,
thal may be vouchsafed or withhelcl."

\

THE END

J- Ricljerby, Primer, Sherboura Lañe,
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