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was even brought from the Vega, to rendér the

hills more fruitful. Great fupplies of water were

conveyed from the Dauro, by means of aqueduds

and conduits, to water thofe eminences naturally

barren and parched up by the fun. Thefe im-

provements were the fupport of the Granadines, af-
ter their implacable enemies had not only burnt

their crops in the plains, but even deftroyed their
farms, cut down their fruit-trees, rooted up their
vines, and ehanged one of the moft delightful fpots
on earth into a mere naked defart. Upon engag-
ing to pay an annual tribute of twelve thoufand
ducats, and to deliver every year fix hundred Chrif-
tian captives, or, in cafe of there being none to re*

leafe, an equal number of Moors (an almoft in-
credible condition, which more than any thing
evinces the miferable ftate of this kingdom) the
Moórs at laft obtained a peace, or rather truce,
which even did not extend to that part of the king-
dom that is near Jaén.. Muley Mehemed AbilhaíTan fucceeded his father
Ifinael, and was fo imprudent as to engage in a war
with Caftille, which ended only with the ruin of
the Muflidman empire in Spain. The firftimpor-
tant conqueft of the Spaniards was Alhama, a
town famous for its magnificent baths, whither the
Mooriíh princes were wont frequently to retire for
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their health and diverfion. In 1484» AbilhaíTan having

put away his wife Ayxa, and taken to his bed Fatima, a

Grecian flave, furnamed for her beauty Zoraya, or the

morning-ftar, the difgraced Sultana made her efcape from

the Alhambra, and raifed a rebellion in favour of her fon

Abouabdoulah. The oíd king was forced to fly for re-

fuge to Malaga, to his brother El Zagal, who foon after

gained great glory by a vidory he obtained over the grand

mafter of St. Jago. About the fame time, the young

king was routed and taken prifoner by the Caftillians at

Lucena, being the firft Arabian prince led into captivity

by the Chriftians. Haffan was reftored ;but Ferdinand of

Aragón, huíband to Ifabella of Caftille, fet the fon at

liberty, with a view of fomenting their civil diffenfions,

and thereby facilitating the conqueft of their kingdom.

El Zagal, foon quarrelled with the oíd king, and drove

him into exile, where he died foon after, in mifery and

defpair.
Abouabdoulah, or the young king, was the lawful

monarch ; but his únele, who had already deftroyed one

rival, endeavoured to put the other alfo out of the way by

affaffination. The plot was difeovered, the nephewV

party prevailed, and El Zagal, rather than fubmit to his

own relation, from whom he had no right to exped mer-

cy, went over, and delivered up all his poffeffions to Fer-

dinand. The Spaniíh monarch immediately fummoned
Abouabdoulah to fulfil the conditions of the treaty,
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upon which he had obtained his liberty. Thefe were, to

deliver up Granada, as foon as Almería, Guadix, and

Baca, íhould be in the hands of the Spaniards. This con-

tingency was now come to pafs. It was not natural to

fuppofe the Moor would fubmit tamely to his utter ruin;

therefore Ferdinand, who had forefeen his refufal, laid
fiege to Granada. After nine months blockade, for the

compleating of which he built a new town, called Santa
Fé, he obliged the Mooriíh king to furrender. Ferdi-
nand and Ifabel made their trmmphant entry on the
2d of January 1492. Abouabdoulah, in his way to Pur-
chena, the place appointed for his refidence, ftopped
on the hill of Padul, to take a laft farewell look of his

»beloved Granada. The fight of his city and palace, to

which he was then about to bid an eternal adieu, over-

éame his refolution :he burft into a flood of tears, and,
in the anguiíh of his foul, broke out into the moft bitter
exclamations againft the hardnefs of his fate. The Sulta-
nefs Ayxa, his mother, upbraided him for his weaknefs,
in the following terms :

"
Thou doft well to weep, like

a woman, over the lofs of that kingdom, which thou
kneweft not how to defend, and die for, like a man."

This prince was the laft Moor that reigned in Spain,
where their empire had fubfifted feven hundred and
eighty-two years.

Such Mooriíh families as remained inGranada after the
diííblution of the monarchy,, were continually molefted



TRAVELS THR*OUGH SPAIN.

by zealous priefts and bigotted princes. Every article
of the capitulation was in its tura eluded, or openly vio-

lated, and the Moors reduced to the alternative of re-

nouncing the religión of their anceftors, or of abandon-
ing their native country. The Spaniíh clergy, not at all

fatisfied with the outward íhew of converfion in thofe
that had embraced the Chriftian religión, were eager to

difcern the fincere from the hypocrite, and therefore fet

fpies over them, encouraged all accufations, and caviíled
with every part of their drefs and behaviour. Thus har-
rafled, and urged to the very brink of defpair, the Mori-
fcos, as they were then called, formed a grand confpiracy,
which broke out on Chriftmas night, in the year 1568.
Having placed at their head a young man, defcended
from their ancient princes, by ñame Ferdinand de Valor,
which he changed to Mehemed Aben Humeya, they rofe
in arms in moft parts of the kingdom of Granada. The
revolt began by wreaking the moft bloody vengeance on all
Chriftians,efpecially priefts, that fellinto their hands. Not-

withftanding confiderable forces were fent againft them,
and many furious battles fought between the Spaniards and
the infurgents, generally to the difadvantage of the latter,
the rebellion continued in great vigour near two years*

Aben Humeya, having betrayed an inclination to capitú-
late, was murdered by his own officers, and a defperaté
captain, called Abenaboo, eleded in his ftead. This íha-
dow of royalty foon paffed away, and met with the fate
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of his predeceffor. After his affaffmation, the Morifcos
fubmitted, and were difperfed all over Spain, the rabble
of the two Caftilies being fent to occupy their lands.

In the year 1610, Philip the third iffued out an edid,

commanding every perfon of Mooriíh extradion, without

exception, to retire out of Spain, which rigorous, and

extraordinary order was to all appearance pundually
obeyed; yet fo late as the year 1724, the inquifition fer-
retted out, and drove into baniíhment, fome confiderable
remnants of that unfortunate race.

LETTER XXI.

DRYDEN has built the ground-work of his play,.
of The conqueft of Granada, upon cireumftances

taken out of a romantic hiftory of the diffentions between
the Zegris and the Abencerrages, noble Moors of Granada,,
by Giles Pérez. The Spaniíh bailad, tranflated in Dr..
Percy's relies of ancient poetry, is drawn from the fame.
fource. As Peres is an author read by all ranks of
people in this country, his dreams are generally received
as undoubted fads, confecrated by tradition ;and moft
of the tales repeated by the keepers of the palace, &c„
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have been learnt in his book. Indeed I0 Medina Conti,
author of the Pajfeos de Granada, pretends to have found
an Arabic manufcript account of thefe times, which cor-

roborates the teftimony of Peres ;but thefe writers are

fuch notorious impoftors, that little credit can be given
to any thing they advance :however, there muft undoubt-
edly be fome foundation for thefe anecdotes, and a

previous knowledge of them is rather neceffary for the
perfed underftanding of the defcription of the Alhambra ;
Iíhall therefore prefume fo far upon your patience, as to

íketch you out an abftrad of the latter part of his
hiftory.

In the days of Boabdil or Abouabdoulah, the laft king
of Granada, the Alabeces, Abencerrages, Zegris, and
Gómeles, were the moft powerful families in that city;

19 Conti, inorder to favour the pretenfions of the church in a great law-
fuit, forged deeds and infcriptions, which he buried in the ground where he
knew they would íhortly be dug up again. Upon their being found, he pub-
liíhed engravings of them, and gave explanations of their unknown charac-
ters, making them out to be fo many authentic proofs and evidences of the
aífertions of the clergy. His impofture was dete&ed, and he now lies in
prifon, without much hope ofever recovering his liberty. Iam told he is á

moft learned, ingenious man, profoundly íkilledinthe antiquities ofhis coun-

try. The Morocco ambaffador, in his way through Granada, purchafed of
this man a copper bracelet ofFaíima, which Medina proved, by the Arabic
infcription, and many certificates, to be genuine, and found among the ruins
ofpart of the Alhambra, with other treafures of.the laft king, who had hid
them there inhopes ofbetter days. This famous bracelet turned out after-
wards to be the work of Medina's own hands, and made out ofan oíd brafs
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they filledmoft of the great employments about court, and

fcarce a brilliant atchievement in war was heard of, that

was not performéd by the arm of fome knight of thefe four

houfes. High above the reft towered the Abencerrages, un-

equalled in gallantry, magnificence, and chivalry. None

among the Abencerrages more accompliíhed, more diftin-

guiíhed, than AlbinHamet, who for his great wifdom and

valour ftood defervedly foremoft in the lift of the king's

favourites. His power rofe to fuch a pitch, that it ex-

cited the moft violent envy in the breaft of the Zegris

and Gómeles, who determined to pulí him down from
this poft of fuperior eminence. After concerting many

fchemes for his deftrudion, none appeared to them more

effedual than one propofed by a confummate villain of
the Zegri family. He feized an opportunity of being
alone with the king, whofe cfiarader was as yet frank
and unfufpicious ;affuming an air of extreme anguiíh
of mind, he obferved to the prince how very weak his
condud appeared to all wife men, by repofing fuch un-

bounded confidence in, and trufting his perfon with, fuch
traitors as the Abencerrages, who were wellknown to be
laying a fcheme for a general revolt, thereby to deprive
Abouabdoulah of his life and crown. Nay more, he, and
three men of honour, had feen the queen in wanton dal-
Hance with AlbinHamet Abencerrage, behind the lofty
cypreffes in the gardens of the Generaliph, from whence
Hamet had returned infolently crowned with a garland
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of rofes. Thefe calumnies roufed all the furies of jealoufy
in the breaft of the credulous monarch, and the deftruc-
tion of the whole lineage of Abencerrage was planned in

the bloody junto. The principal men of the devoted fa-
mily were, under fome pretence or other, fummoned one.

by one to attcnd the king in the conrt of lions. No
thefooner was each unhappy vidim admitted within

walls, than he was feized by the Zegris, led to a large
alabafter bafon in one of the adjoining halls, and there

of the nobleft of the race had al-

ready periíhed, before the treachery was difcovered. A

page belonging to one of thofe noblemen, having found
means to follow his mafter in, and to get out again un-

feen, divulged the fecret of this bloody tranfadion. The
treafon once known, all Granada was in an inftant up in
arms, and many defperate combats enfued, which, by the
great havock made amongft the moft valiant of its chief-

beheaded.

tains, brought the ftate to the very brink ofruin. Thefe tu-

mults being appeafed by the wifdom of Mufa, a baftard
brother of the king, a grand council was held, in which
Abouabdoulah declared his reafons for the puniíhment
inflided on the Abencerrages ;viz. their confpiracy, and
the adultery of the queen. He then folemnly pronounced
her fentence, which was, to be burnt alive, if within
thirty days íhe did not produce four knights to defend
her caufe againft the four accufers. The queen's relations
were upon the point of drawing their fcimitars in the



i58 TRAVELS THROUGH SPAIN.

audience-chamber, and refcuing her from the danger that
threatened her ;but their fury was checked by the elo-

quence of Mufa, who obferved to them, they might by
violence fave the life'of the Sultana, but by no means

olear her reputation in the eyes of the world; which
would certainly look upon that caufe as unjuft, which re-

fufed to fubmit to the cuftomary trial. The queen was

immediately íhut up in the tower of Gomares. Many
Granadine warriors were ambitious of having the honour
of expofing their lives in her quarrel, but none were fo
happy as to prove the objed of her choice. She had
conceived fo high an idea of the Chriftians, from the va-

lour íhe had feen them difplay in a great tournament

lately held at Granada, and the treachery of the Zegris
had impreffed . her with fo defpicable an opinión of
Mooriíh honour, that íhe was determined to reft her de-
fence upon the gailantry of the Spaniíh knights. Inhopes
of roufing their noble fpirit to adion, íhe difpatched a
trufty meffenger with a letter to Don Juan de Chacón,
lord of Carthagena, entreating him to efpoufe her caufe,
and like a true knight, bring with him three breve war-
riors to ftand her friends on the day appointed. Chacón
returned for anfwer, that he fet too high a p? ice upon
that honour, not to be pundual to the hour of trial. The
fatal day arrived, and all Granada was buried in the
deepeft afflidion, to find that their beloved queen had
been fo remifs as not to have named one of her defenders.
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Mufa, Azarque, and Almoradi, the judges of the com-
bat, prefled her, in vain, to accept of their fwords, or thoíé
of feveral other warriors willing to afíert the juftnefs of
her caufe. The Sultana, relying on the Spaniíh faith,
perfifted in her refufal ; upon which, the judges con-
duded her down from the Alhambra, to a fcaffold in the
great íquare, hung with black, where they feated them-
felves on one fide. At the fight of this beauty in diftrefs,
the whole place refounded with loud cries and lamenta-
tions; and it was with difficulty that the fpedators could
be reftrained from attacking her enemies, and refcuing
her by main forcé. Scarce were the judges feated, when
twenty trumpets announced the approach of the four ac-
cufers, who advanced armed cap-á-pié, mounted on the
fineft couriers of Andalufia. Over their armour they
wore loofe vefts, with plumes and faíhes of a tawny co-
lour. On their fliíelds were painted two bloody fwords,
and thefe words :For the truth we draw them.— -Alltheir
•kinfmen and adherents accompanied them to their poft
within the lifts. Invain did the crowd caft a longing eye
towards the ga-te through which the champions of in-
jured innocence were to enter ;none appeared. from eight
in the morning to two in the afternoon. The Sultana's
courage began to fail her; and, when four valiant Moors
prefented themfelves, to fue for the honour of drawing
their fwords to vindícate her innocence, íhe promifed to
truft her Ufe in their hands, ifwithin two hours the per-
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fons íhe expeded íhould not appear. At that inftant a

great noife was heard, and four Turkiíh horfemen carne

prancing into the fquare. One of them addreffed the

judges, requefting the favour of fpeaking to the Queen ;

which being granted, he knelt down, and told her aloud,

that he and his companions were Turks, come to Spain

with the defign of trying their ftrength againft the héroes

of Ferdinand's army ;but that, hearing of this folemn

trial, they had changed their refolution, and were now

arrived at Granada, to devote their firft effay of arms in

Spain to her fervice, and hoped íhe would approve of
them for her champions. As he fpoke, he let drop into

her lap the letter íhe had written to Don Juan ; by the
fight of which, flie difcovered this feigned Turk to be
no other than the lord of Carthagena, who had brought
with him, as companions in this dangerous conflid, the
duke of Arcos, Don Alonzo de Aguilar, and Don Ferdi-
nand de Cordova. The queen accepted of their propofal ;
and the judges having folemnly declared her choice, gave
orders for the charge to found. The onfet was fierce,
and the fight long doubtful. At length, Don Juan over-
threw Mahandín Gomel, and the duke flew Alihamet
Zegri j Mahandon Gomel fell by the fword of Aguilar,
and the laft of all, the arch-traitor Mahomed Zegri,
difabled by repeated wounds, and fainting with lofs of
blood, funk at the feet of Don Ferdinand ;who, fetting
his knee on the infidel's breaft, and holding his dagger
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to his throat, fummoned him to confefs the truth, or dic

that inftant. "Thou need'ft not add another wound," faid

Mahomad, "
for the laft willprove fufficient to rid the

world of fuch a monfter. Know then, that to revenge
myfelf of the Abencerrages, Iinvented the lye that caufed

their deftrudion, and the perfe'cution of the Sultana;

whom Ihere declare free from all ftain or reproach
whatfoever, and with my dying breath implore her for-

givenefs." The judges carne down to receive this depoíi-
tion of the expiring Zegri, and it was afterwards an-

nounced to the people, who expreffed their joy by the
loudeft acclamations. The day ended in feftivity and

rejoicing. The queen was efcorted back in triumph to

the palace, where the penitent Abouabdallah fell at her
feet, and with floods of tears endeavoured to atone for his

crime;but to no purpofe ; for the queen remained in-
flexible, and, retiring to the houfe of her neareft of kin,

refufed to have any further intercourfe with him. The
four knights left Granada, without difcovering them-
felves to any other perfon ;and foon after, the numerous

friends and adherents of the Abencerrages abandoned
the city, and, by their feceflion into Caftille or África,

left Abouabdallah deftitute of able officers, and entirely
at the mercy of his enemies, who in the courfe of a lew

months deprived him of his kingdom.


