
TRAVELS THROUGH SPAIN.

time for pleafure ;and, if my advice be liftened to, no

body willever attempt it once.

Granada, December 25.

Our baggage being put upon a cart this morning, we

proceeded down a valley, and over fome heath and foreft
land, tillwe carne inview of the plain and city of Gra-
nada. —Beautiful beyond expreffion even in its winter
weeds, what muft it be when decked out in all the
gaudy colours of fpring ? You muft not exped an ac-

count of it for fome days, as Iintend getting all poííible
intelligence, turning over all my books, and examining
every place, before Iventure to defcribe this city, its pa-
lace, and environs.

L E T T E R XX.

THE Mooriíh kingdom of Granada confifted of
thofe parts of Spain that lie in the fouth^eaft cór-

ner of the peninfula, and at its moft flouriíhing period
never exceeded feventy leagues in length from eaft to
weft, and twenty-five inbreadth from north to fouth. Its
biftorians have laboured hard to prove, that it had fe-
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párate monarchs foon after the Mooriíh conqueft of

Spain; but it is more than probable, that this country

did not become a diftind fovereignty, while the Caliphs

of the Eaft retained any authority in Europe. By de-

grees, the weaknefs of the other Mahometan potentates,

who could afford no fuccour againft the common enemy ;

the coalition of the Chriftian kingdoms under one or

two powerful heads ;and, more than all, their own civil

difcords and deadly feuds, had, long before its final over-

throw, reduced the kingdom of Granada to little more

than the Alpuxaras mountains and the capital city.
The Granadine antiquaries, with Pedraza at their

head, infift that Granada was a colony of the Phcenicians,

known to the Romans by the ñame of Illiberia. They

allege, in fupport of their fyftem, that the walls of the

moft ancient of its inclofures, which was afterwards call-

ed the Alcacaba, are of a different fort of mafonry from

thofe of the Romans and Saracens, and íimilar to fuch

remains of antiquity as are univerfally acknowledged to

be the work of the Phcenicians. The fpot where this

mode of building is moft confpicuous, is, the Hetna-ro-

man, a tower where the ftones are very long and narrow,

laid regularly upon beds of cement of equal thicknefs
with the ftones. It is now of little confequence to en-

deavour to difcover the founders of this city, and an

analyfis of the volumes publiíhed on thefe chimerical
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topics, would but illrepay the time loft in writing and

reading fuch a differtation.
Another argument, that has afforded much entertain-

ment to many dodors profoundly íkilled in etymologies,
is, the meaning, date, and origin, of the ñame of Gra-

nada. Some writers make out the derivation by com-

pounding the word Nata, which they fet down as the

ñame of Count Julián s daughter 7, with the word Gar,
a cave, where íhe retired after the battle of Xeres : others
willhave itto come from the abundance of cora (Grano) :
and fome again from Nata, a goddefs of the Aborigines :
others, with an appearance ofprobability, afcribe the ori-
gin of the ñame to the pleafantnefs and fertility of its
environs, a word very like it, in the Phcenician language,
meaning fruitful and agreeable. The Romans expreffed
the fame fignification by the title of municipium fioren-

7 Itis the common opinión (though not fufficiently warranted by authentic
teftimonies) that Rodrigo, laft king of the Goths, ravilhed the daughter of
Julián, governor of África. The father, enraged at fuch an injury, made a

treaty with the Saracens, whom he induced to crofs the Straits and invade
Spain. Mufa, lieutenant of the Caliph Walid, fent over Tarif with a fmall
forcé to try his ftrength. There being great appearance of fuccefs, Tarif
received a confíderable reinforcement, and attacked the Goths near Xeres
de la frontera. The Goths were defeated, their king killed, and the Gothic
empire annihilated in 712. Mufa, and his immediate fucceííbrs, completed
the conqueft of all Spain, except the mountains of Oviedo, where Pelayo
afterwards formed a principality} the parent of all the other Spaniíh king-
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tinum illiberitanum. The Arabs called itRomán ;the Jews
Rimmon :and there are author s that derive it from Gra-
natum, a pomegranate, brought from África, and firft

planted near this place. Many affirm it to be called fo
from the refemblance its pofition bears to that fruit when
ripe ; the two hills to reprefent the burfting íkin, and
the houfes crowded into the intermedíate valley, the
pips. This is a very favourite opinión, and feems to be
adopted by the nation, which gives a fplit pomegranate
for its arms, and places itupon every gate or ornamented
poft in the ftreets and public walks.

Granada ftands on two hills, at the foot of the Sierra
nevada, where two fmall rivers join their waters. One
of them, the Dauro, fometimes waíhes down gold; the
other, the Xenil, virgin filver;but it was not poffible
for me to procure any fpecimens of either, on account of
the fevere prohibition iffued out by government againft
all fearchers after mines and minerals. The ancient pa-
lace of the Alhambra, and the Torre vermeja, crown the
doublé fummit of the hillbetween the rivers; the other
hill,north of the Dauro, is covered with the Alhaycin and
Alcacaba. The remainder of the city extends along the
íkirts of the plain in a femicircular form. The Vega, or
plain, is eight leagues long, and four broad; a gentle
ílope of beautiful hillocks bound the horizon on all
fides, except that of the Sierra nevada, and to the north-
weft, where it is terminated by the bare top of the Sierra
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Elvira, or Sierra de los infantes. This mountain was fo

named from the death of the princes of Caftille, Peter

and John, who periíhed here, through excefs of heat and

thirft, in a battle againft the Moors, 13 19.
The country about Granada was fo alluring, the fitua-

tion fo ftriking, and the falubrity of its air fo univerfally
celebrated, that the vidorious Saracens foon were in-

duced to turn their arms that way. It was taken by the

forces of Tarif in 715, the ninety-fifth year of the He-

gira s. As long as Spain remained fubjed to the viceroys
of the Caliphs of the family of the Ommiades, Granada

does not appear to have undergone any great revolution,

although now and then an ambitious governor might
make an attempt towards independency. The firft that
brought this defign to bear, and rendered the crown he-
reditary in his family, was Mehemed Alhamar, governor

of Arjone, who began his reign in 1236.
Mehemet Alhamar.

1236.. This firft king became tributary to Sc. Ferdi-
nand, king of Caftille, and paid him one moiety of
all his revenues, which half amounted to one hun-
dred and feventy thoufand pieces of gold :he even
aflifted that prince in his conqueft of Seville.

1273* The fecond king was his fon Muley Mehemed
Abdallah, who is faid to have begun the Alhambra.

8 The flight of Mahomet, which happened in the night between the 15*
and i6th of July, in the year 622.
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. 3. Mehemed Abenalhamar the blind, fon to Mu-

ley, was dethroned and murdered by his brother.
Mehemed had a great paffion for building;one of
the magnificent monuments he left for the admira-

2

tion of pofterity, was the great mofque included in
the Alhambra. The form was moft elegant, the
infide mofaic, adorned with ingenious devices in
fculpture, fupported upon lofty pillars with filver
bafes and capitals. He endowed this pious founda-
tion with revenues arifing from the baths, which
he had built oppofite to it, out of the tribute paid
by the Chriftians and Jews. He alfo purchafed lands>
and let them out for the benefit of this mofque.

o. Nazer aba algueiufch murdered his brother, and
was himfelf driven into baniíhment by his fifter's fon.

5. Ifmael ben pharagi abulgualid, who was murdered
by the alcayde of Algeziras, from whom he had
forcibly taken a very beautiful female captive.

6. Mehemed Abuabdallah, his fon, fucceeded. This
prince was murdered by his own fervants 9, and
fucceeded by his fon.

án a fally which the Chriftians made during the. íiege of Baeca, this
of Granada hurled a lance, enriched with precious ftones, at a Spaniíh
:r;who, finding himfelf grievouíly wounded, limped away towards the
iwith the weapon fixed in his body. The Moors rulhed forwards to re-
ír the lance, but Mehemed forbade them to moleft the poor wretch,
fuffered him to carry away the fpear to pay for his cure..
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Jufaf Abuhagiagl In 1340, this king, and Abi

Haffan, king of Morocco, were defeated in the fa-

mous battle of Salado, by Alphonfus the eleventh.

From that day Granada declined in power, and

gradually dwindled away. The uninterrupted fe-

ries of evil fortune that attended this unhappy

prince, at length drew upon him the univerfal

hatred of his fubjeds, one of whom ftabbed him in

the ftreet.
His fucceffor was Mehemed Lago, a younger bro-

ther of Pheragi. He was dethroned by his coufin,

Mehemed Ifmael ben Alhamar. Don Pedro, kingof
Caftille, having always been intimately conneded
withLago, efpoufed the caufe of that exiled prince
with great warmth, and made feveral attempts to

reinftate him. Ben Alhamar, diffident of his own

ftrength, and preffed to it by the entreaties of his
counfellors, thought it fafeft to fubmit, and pur-
chafe the friendíhip of Pedro at any rate. With
this view, he demanded a fafe condud, and went

to the court of Seville, where he threw himfelf at

the feet of the Spaniíh monarch, with the immenfe
treafures he had brought with him as prefents.
That king received him with all apparent refped
and cordiality for a few days, but then he ordered
him, and thirty of his moft noble attendants, to be
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led round the city upon affes, and afterwards to be
brought to the field of the Tablada, where, ifany

credit is to be given to the Spaniíh hiftorians,

Don Pedro himfelf ran the unfortunate Mehemed
through with a lance. His death being made
known at Granada, Lago refumed the reins of

government without oppofition, and died quietly
ín 1379.

His fon Mehemed Abouhadjad, was one of the

beft kings that ever reigned in Granada. He pre-

ferred the folid advantages of peace to all the bril-

liancy of military glory. Under his wife admini-
ftration, the kingdom gradually recovered its vi-

gour; commerce and hufbandry gave fpirit and
alacrity to every part of the realm, and fpread
abundance over the face of the land. His atten-

tion to the more important objeds of government,
did not prevent his íhewing himfelf an earneft pro-
moter and protedor of the fine arts. The cities of
Granada and Guadix were embelliíhed withmany
noble ítru&ures during his reign. His affedion
for the latter was fo confpicuous, that he was fur-
named by his people, Mehemed of Guadix. He

had the addrefs to maintain peace with the Caf-
tillians, and at his death left a flouriíhing, peaceful
fncceífion to his fon,. Juzaf Abiabdallah, who was deftroyed by means
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of an envenomed íhirt, fent as a prefent by the
Sultán of Fez.
Mehemed Balba, fecond fon to Juzaf, feized upon

the crown in prejudice of his eider brother, and

paffed his life in one continual round of difafters.
His wars with Caftille were invariably unfuccefsfuh
His death was alfo caufed by a poifoned veft. As

foon as he found his cafe defperate, he difpatched an

officer to the fort ofSalobreña, to killhis brother Ju-
zaf, left that prince's party íhould form any obftacle
to his fon's fucceeding to the crown. The Alcayde
found the prince playing at chefs with an Alfaqui
or prieft. Juzaf begged hard for two hóurs refpite,
which was denied him;at laft, with great relud-
anee, the officer permitted him to finiíh the game».
Before it was ended, a meffenger arrived with the
news of the death ofMehemed, and of the unani-
mous eledion of Juzaf to the crown.. Juzaf Abul Haxex. The moft unwearied impor-
tunity, and abjed fubmiffion, were unable to pro-
cure him a peace with the Chriftians. The re-
gent of Caftille,,D.Ferdinand, being inflexiblybent
upon expelling the whole Saracen race out of our
continent. At length, Ferdinand was eleded king
of Aragón, and finding fufficient employment with
the affairs ofhis new kingdom, gave up all thouahts
of his Mooriíh conquefts, and liftened to the pro-
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pofals of the king of Granada. A truce was agreed
upon, and afterwards a peace concluded, which af-
forded Juzaf an opportunity of repairing his loffes.
He wound up the end of his days in tranquillity,
and employed them folely in gaining the affedions
ofhis people, by a fteady purfuit of a moft equit-
able plan of adminiftration. From the time Juzaf
became poffeffed of the royal dignity, he was

never known to íhew the leaft fign of refentment
againft the grandees that had affifted his brother in

depriving him of his birth-ríght and liberty i nay
more, he conferred great honours and favours upon
many of them, and gave them pofts of truft in va-

rious capacities. Some of his own party found
fault withhis lenity, and endeavoured to work him
up to the deftrudion of thofe noblemen ;but Juzaf
always made anfwer, Would you have me, by my
cruelty, furniíh them with an excufe for having
preferred my brother to me ? He educated the
íbns of Mehemed in his palace, and treated them
in every refped like his own children.
, His eldeft fon, Mehemed Elazari, or the left-hand-
ed, fucceeded. He was more remarkable for the
ftrange viciflitudes of his fortune, than for any
thing great of his own atchieving :his tyranny and
negligence encouraged his coufin-german,. Mehemed El Zugair, or the leffer, to take up
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arms againft him, and drive him out of the king-

dom. Two years after Elazari, with the affiftance

of the kings of Caftille and Tunis, retook Granada,

and made El Zugair prifoner, whom he put to

death in the moft cruel and ignominious manner

that could be devifed.
Elazari being thns reftored to his throne, was far

from altering his method of proceeding ; in con-

fequence of which, after many defeats in a bloody
war againft the Chriftians,. he. was a fecond time-

dethroned, and the grandfon of that Mehemed who
was killed at Seville, raifed up in his ftead.

Juzaf aben Almaoalnayar gave great hopes of
his proving a juft and wifemonarch ;but his death,
which happened in the fixth.month of his reign,
put an end to all his projeds,. and Mehemed Ela-
zari, was once more proclaimed king. The peo-
pie of Granada were now become fo wellaccuftom-
ed to a frequent change of mafters, and fo very
prone to novelty, that it was no longer poffible for.
any prince to remain. firm in the royal feat for any
length of time. Accordingly Elazari, that perpe-
tual butt of fortune, was; for the third and laft
time deprived of his fceptre,, and íhut up in a clofe.
prifon by his nephew^. Mehemed ben Ofmin, furnamed the Tame. In
the beginning of his reign, he waged war againft
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the Chriftians with great fuccefs ;but in the year

1452, his good fortune abandoned him, and he

met with nothing ever after but croffes and dif-

appointments, The king of Caftille fpirited up
againft him a competitor for the crown, Ifmael, his
coufin-german ;who being admitted into the ca-

pital by a party he had previouíly fecured, fur-

prized Mehemed, and threw him into the fame

dungeon where their common únele had already
languiíhed eight years. Thus ended thefe two

princes like puppets, which, after having been made

to move upon the ftage the time allotted for repre-
fentation, are thrown. by in a lumber-room, and
never thought of more.

. Ifinael thus found himfelf in the peaceable pof-
feífion of a crown, which had been fo often íhifted
from head to head, and fo mutilated and curtailed
during a long feries of misfortunes, that any faga-
cious obferver might fafely pronounce the period
of its final diffolution to be near at hand¿ . The
Chriftians had fo long laid wafte with fire and fword
the rich plain of Granada, that Ifinael found that
fource ofplenty almoft irretrievably loft. To make
«p in fome degree for this deficiency, he ordered a

large trad of foreft to be cleared,,and the moun-
tainous lands behind Granada to be levelled, and
converted into arable and garden grounds.. Earth


