
TRAVELS THROUGH SPAIN.

The iíland of Efcombrera blocks up the entrence, and

íhelters it from the violence of wind and waves. High,

bare mountains rife very fteep, from the water-edge, on

the eaft and weft. On the north, a narrow, low ridge of

hills, on which the city ftands, íhuts out the view of the

inland country. We firft rowed by the arfenal, and un-

der the mountains on the right hand, the deepeft and

fafeft pofition in the whole bay, where a large fleet may
lie in the utmoft fecurity, out of the fight of all íhips
that" may be at fea, or even in the narrow part of the en-

trence of the harbour. There are at prefent two frigates
and four chebecs in port. As we carne along-fide of the
St. Jofeph, the commodore, íhe fired a gun, which our

fteerfman informed us was the fignal for weighing an-

chor and getting under fail, orders being come from
court for them to leave Carthagena this day. As we
were defirous of learning a little of the method and íkill
of the Spaniíh feamen, wre defired our mafter (who, from
having been long employed in the fervice of the Engliíh
merchants, has contraded the habit of looking upon him-
felf as an Engliíhman) to lie upon his oars and remain
along-fide, that we might have the pleafure of feeing the
men of war move out. The oíd failor laughed.heartily
at our requeft, and, after reminding us that we were not
at Portfmouth, ñor thefe íhips Engliíh men of war, bade
his men row away, as he was very certaín none of the
veíTels would be ready to depart for three days at leaft,
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and that the gun was firedmerely in compliance with the
letter of the orders.

On our approach to the mouth of the harbour, we got

out of the calm, ftillwater we had hitherto glided upon,
and began to be toffed about with great violence. The
day grew cold, and the íky looking lowering towards the
fea, we ftruck diredly acrofs the paffage, in order to re-

turn to the town by the eaft íide of the bay. This en-

trence is much wider than Ihad any idea of; the forts
on the rocks, on each promontory, feem to be too far
diftant from the middle to do any damage to an enemy
that might think itneceffary to puíh through ;but with-
out a íkilfulpilot, Idoubt a ftranger would pay dear
for his temerity ; for diredly in the center of the haven,
in a line between the mouth and the mole-gate, lies a

ledge of rocks, only five feet under water, without any
breakers or rippling near it.

The eaft fide of this port is much íhallower than the
weft fide, and the anchorage is loofe and fandy. Vefíela
have been frequently forced from their anchors, and
daíhed to pieces againft the rocks, by íhe ftorms from the
fouth-weft. However, with good cables, Iwas affured
there is no great danger to be apprehended. In any other
part of the harbour, the waters are perfedly dormant^
never ruffled by wind or tides. There is fo little agita-
tion in them, that, during the ftay of the many hundreds.
of veffels deftined for the Algerine expedition, they be-
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carne abfolutely putrid and infedious, from the filth

thrown out of the íhips. Juft as we landed on the piti-

fulplatform called the mole, we had an opportunity of

knowina the exad fpot where the rocks lie. An Engliíh

merchantman coming in at a great rete before the wind,

but unfortunately without a pilot, ftruck upon the ledge,
and was not got off without fome damage.

We are now going to the play, where we are not to

exped any fcenes, as it is a working-day ;and the adors

come out from behind a bit of red eurtain hung acrofs
the ftage, and never move far from it, as a file of promp-
ters are drawn up behind, whofe íhadows and motions are

not unlike that kind of entertainment called Italian

Jhades. Though there are three regiments here in garri-
fon, befides engineers and naval officers, you can fcarce
imagine any thing fo dull as this town. Except the
wretched comedy, and the coffee-houfe, there is not the
leaft Hfe or amufement going forward. This city is large,
but has very few good ftreets, and ftill fewer grand or
remarkable buildings. The hofpital is a large fquare
houfe, round two courts, three ftories high towards the
fea, and only one towards the land : the architedure, and
method of laying out the plan, are good ;but the ftone is
of fo foft and friable a contexture, that the fea air has
corroded it, and made it crumble away more than half:
there is no probability of any care being taken to repair
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Farther eaft, at the foot of the fummer-evening walk,

is a fmall church, ereded in honour of St. James, the

patrón of Spain, who is piouíly believed to have landed

here, when he carne from Paleftine to convert this coun-

try to Chriftianity.

LETTER XVIII.

Carthagena, December 18, 1775.

IHAV E been bufy all morning walking about the

fields near the town, in fearch of fpecimens of the

various plants, that produce the falfe and true barilla ;

but the feafon of the year is unfavourable to my refearches,

and Ihave only been able to meet with two forts. Mr.

¡ames Macdonnel, a young gentleman lately fettled in

bufinefs here, has been fo obliging as to furniíh me with
fome notes on that head, which contain the refult ofmany

obfervations made on thefe plants in their vegetable ftate,

and on the different modes of cultivating and preparing
them for fále. The following pages convey the fubftance

of his memorándums.
There are four plants, which in the early part of their

growth bear fo ftrong a refemblance to each other, as
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would deceive any but the farmers, and very nice ob-
fervers. Thefe four are, barilla, gazul (or, as fome calí
it, algazul) foza, and falicornia ovfalicor. They are all
burnt to aíhes, but are applied to different ufes, as being
poffeffed of different qualities. Some of the roguiíh far-
mers mix more or lefs of the three laft with the firft;
and it requires a compleat knowledge of the colour,
tafte, and fmell of the aíhes, to be able to deted their
knavery.

The ift,Barilla, is fown afreíh every year. The greateft
height it grows to above ground is four inches :each root

puíhes out a vaft number of littleftalks, which again are
fubdivided into fmaller fprigs, refembling famphire, and
all together form a large, fpreading, tufted buíh. The co-
lour is bright green > as the plantad vanees towards matu-
rity, this colour dies away, tillit comes to a dull green
tinged withbrown.

The 2d, Gazul,. bears the greateft affinity to barilla,.
both in quality and appearance ; the principal difference
confifts in its growing on a ftilldrier, falter earth, com-
fequently it is impregnated with a ftronger fait. Itdoes
not rife above two inches out of the ground, fpreading
out into little tufts. Its fprigs are much flatter, and
more pulpy, than thofe of barilla, and are ftillmore like
famphire. It is fown but once in three, four, or five
years, according to the foil.

The ad, Soza, when of the fame fize3 has the fame ap-
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pearance as gazul, but in time grows much larger, as

its natural foil is a ftrong falt-maríh; Vhere it is to be

found in large tufts of fprigs, treble the fize of barilla,

and of a bright green colour, which it retains to the

laft.
The 4th, Salicor, has a ftalk ofa green colour, inclining

to red, which laft becomes by degrees the colour of the

whole plant. From the beginning it grows upright, and

much refembles a buíh of young rofemary. Its natural

foil is that on the declivities of hills, near falt-maríhes,

or on the edges of the fmall drains or channels cut by

the huíbandmen for the purpofe of watering the fields :

before it has acquired its full growth, it is very like the

barilla of thofe feafons in which the ground has been

dunged before fowing. In thofe years of manuring, ba-

rilla, contrary to its nature, comes up witha tinge of red;

and when burnt, falls far íhort of its wonted goodnefs,
being bitter, more impregnated with falts than it íhould
be, emitting a difagreeable fcent if held near the nofe,

and raifing a blifter if applied for a few minutes to the

tongue. The other three fpecies always have that effed.

Barilla contains lefs falts than the others ;when burnt, it

runs into a mafs refembling a fpungy ftone, with a faint

caft of blue.
Algazul, after burning, comes as near barilla in its out-

ward appearance, as it does while growing in its vegeta-

ble form ; but ifbroken, the infide is of a much deeper
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and more gloffy blue. Soza and Salicor are darker, and
almoft black within, of a heavier confiftence, with very
little or no fign of fpunginefs.

Allthefe aíhes contain a ftrong alkali;but barilla the
beft and pureft, though not in the greateft quantíty.
Upon this principie, itis the fitteft for making glafs, and
bleaching linen; the others are ufed in making foap :
each of them would whiten linen, but all, except barilla,
would burn it. A good crop ofbarilla impoveriíhes the
land to fuch a degree, that it cannot bear good barilla a
fecond feafon, being quite exhaufted. To avoid this
inconvenience, the richer farmers lay manure upon the
ground, and let it lie fallow for a feafon ; at the end of
which, it is fown afreíh without danger, as the weeds
that have fprungup in the year of reft, have carried off
all the pernicious effeds of the dung. A proper fuccef-
fion of crops is thus fecured by manuring, and fallowing
different parts of the farm, each in its tura. The poorer
tribe of cultivators cannot purfue the fame method, for
want of capital, and are therefore under the neceffity offowing their lands immediately after manuring, whichyields them a profit juft fufficient to afford a prefent
fcanty maintenance, though the quality and pnce of theirbarilla be but trifling.

The method ufed in making barilla, is the fame as thatwe follow in the north of England, in burning kelpThe plant, as foon as ripe, is pbcked up and laid in
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heaps, then fet on fire; the fait juices run out below,

into a hole made in the ground, where they confolidate

into a black vitrified lump, which is left about a fort-

night to cool. An acre may give about a tun. Iwas

told, that there is a fpecies of Scarabaeus, or beetle, that

burrows in the root of the barilla, and there depofits its

eggs, which foxes are fo fond of as to dig up the plant
to come at this favourite morfel. To gratify. this ap-

petite, they would in one night lay wafte a whole plan-
tation, if the peafants did not keep a ftrid watch with

guns to deftroy or drive them away. Neverthelefs, Ican-

not depend enough upon my information, to vouch for
its authenticity.

Not far from Carthagena, is a place called Almazaron,

where they gather a fine red earth called Almagra, ufed

in the manufadures of Saint Ildephonfo, for poliíhing
looking-glaffes. In Seville, it is worked up with the to-

báceo, to give it a colour, fixits volatilityMand commu-

nicate to it that foftnefs,
merit of Spaniíh fnuffl

which conftitutes the principal

LE TTE
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LETTER XIX.

Ilhallos, 7 at Night, December 24, 1775.

WE are juft arrived at this difmal ruinous village of
mud walls, after the hardeft day's labour of our

whole journey, benighted, our baggage-vehicle broken to

pieces, and every bone about us aching. We have been
fourteen hours on the road without unharneffing the
mules. Ihave walked many miles to-day, which has
tired my legs ; but at leaft my fpirits are lefs jaded than
they would have been had Iremained locked up in the
chaife, through the dangerous paflages and dreadful pre-
cipices of this day. Iam happy to hear that from henee
to Cádiz is almoft all level road, and, ifit does not rain,
not very bad ;ifthere íhould faila great quantity of rain,
Idoubt we may come to ftick in the clays of Andalufia.
One cook is hard at work below ftairs, making us a diíh
of fomething warm to cheer our drooping hearts ;with
that help, a bottle of wine, and a tolerable clean room,
we hope foon to drive away all remembrance of our dif-
treffes and fatigues.

On the i9th, we left Carthagería, and for two long
days travelled up the plain, 'till the two ridges ofmountains, that run on each fide of it, unite at its head.
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The firftpart of this plain is very naked, but well cul-

tivated, the laft two-thirds are as compleat a defart as

any in the fands of África; not a buíh, tree, or houfe,
to be feen in all the vaft expanfe of level ground ; the
mountains are as bare as the low lands. The want of
water, produdive of a want of inhabitants, accounts for
this prodigious defolation ; for the foil feems very fit for
tillage. One of the days we dined at Lorea, a large
town at the foot of the hills. Ifaw nothing in it to

make a note of, but the drefs of a gipfy, daughter to the
innkeeper. Her hair was tied in a club, with a bunch of
fcarlet ribbons ;large drops hung from her ears ; and on

her breaft íhe wore a load of relies and hallowed me-

táis ; the íleeves of her gown were faftened together be-

hind by a long blue ribbon, that hung to the ground. I
could not prevail upon her to explain the ufe of this laft
piece of ornament.

On the 2ift, the fcene changed, but did not im-
prove upon us ; the dry bed of a torrent was our high-
way for half the day, and fteep barren mountains for the
remainder. This proved the firft day of difagreeable
weather we had met with on the road fince we left
France. It blew a perfed hurricane, and rained very
heavily, with a íharp biting wind.

The next morning brought us back funíhine and genial
warmth; the road grew mountainous, and more difgufting-
lybare, except for a mile or two, while we paffed through
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an uneven country pretty welltilled, and planted withlarge

buíhy evergreen oaks, exadly in the manner offome ofour

Engliíh parks. We faw this day many vultures on wing,

but they never carne within reach of our guns. Ican

give you no information concerning the town of Baga, as

we entered it after it was dark, and left itbefore break

of day. It ftands quite in a bottom, furrounded by high
mountains, over which we, next morning, found the

paffage both difficult and frightful. Not the leaft agree-

able patch of country on the heights, except fome poor
remains. of ancient forefts of evergreen oaks. We dined

at a venta near fome mountains, where we were told of
mines of gold having been wrought in days of yore, but
now long loft and forgotten ; the little brook that runs

down from them abounds in many metallic particles,
which appeared to the eye lead and copper. Much
gypfum, or plaifter-ftone, is alio to be found in this
torrent.

Yefterday afternoon, we had nothing but rapid afcents
and defcents, rendered incredíbly greafy and fatiguing by
the heavy rain of the foregoíng night. Guadix, an epis-
copal fee, is exadly íituated in the fame kind of gully as
Baga ; a narrow valley worn down by the river. The
clay-hills, that encompafs it on every fide, are the moft
extraordinary in nature ;they are very high, and waflied
into broken maííes, refembling fpíres, towers, and^Mmi-

thefnapen rocks, Whole villages are dug in them5
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windows of which appear like pigeon, or rather mar-

ten holes. The paffage through is remarkably ungu-

lar, winding for half a mile between two huge rugged

walls of earth, without the leaft mixture of rock or

gravel.
The Cuefta yerma, which with the utmoft difficulty

we climbed up this morning, is perhaps not to be

matched for badnefs on any carriage-road in the world.

Allour mules yoked together were fcarce able to wrench

either of the carriages out of the narrow pafs between

the rocks, or drag them up the almoft perpendicular

parts of this abominable mountain. After this happy

deliverance from our well-grounded fears of paffing the

whole day, and perhaps night, in fruitlefs endeavours to

extricate ourfelves, we travelled along a high level coun-

try, winding round the mountains of Granada. The

wind was very loud, but the air warm and pleafant,
though the fnow lay in view along the top of that high

ridge of mountains called, from their covering of fnow,

fierra nevada.
Thus, methinks, Ihave brought you very fairly as far

as myfelf on our dreary journey ;and am of opinión, that

neither the beauties of nature, ñor thofe of art, to be met

with in this kingdom, can be deemed an equivalent for

the tedioufnefs of travelling, the badnefs of the roads, or

the abominable accommodations of the inns : certam it

is, that no man has as yet undertaken this tour a fecond


