
-
Pz.jrxrj.

=ri_
r
—
i

~, ~j i. .. —
..- n

o •

o •

0 •

o •

_J __3 í___i :__J c
—
l r ~i

o
y_yj¡, :.yyy. i

—
t i

'
I

iti-^ n _1

ZL

¡3 *

Ü •

•9—pT Os
r\

—
.__,__

\u25a1 i

Id¡t—<¡)D30-¡~\ ...... a.
5

r^y\ . . .
\u25a0 I" .......... Q I

o
Si

• O • •

\u25a0*- 'i ......... J . . o, <
= 1

O . . . .
*
i¡_

Q
Lf

—
U

J'l ./•

•mi tii.t/M'M,/

M //a TÚftf r>/'//„\u25a0. /Azih'A'





OF SPAIN. 225

is carefully preserved ; íhe aarne and age ofeach
is wriíten over íhe place in which he stands, and,

as íhe horses are very spiriíed, their hinder feet are

fasteaed down to iroa riags fixed to a staple in
the ground ;but notwiíhstanding íhis confráe-
mení íhey shew allíheir vivaciíy. The mares are

kept in the environs of Cordoua, and, in the pro-
per season, íhe horses are íaken to them;the foal
always receives the name ofthe dam. Among the
Andalusian horses, those of the kingdom of
Jaén, and especially íhe enviroas of Baeza are

mosf esteemed. The horses of Andalusia are
naíurally chaste, aad there is nothing to fear in
putting them near mares ;but after they have
once known them, they are very difficult to re-
duce to obedience.

Allwho have written on Cordoua have called
ií íhe moíher of men of genius. In íhe first
ages afíer íhe foundation of this city, it possessed
a university, in which all the sciences were culti-
vaíed ; Strabo says, íhe ancieaí books of the
Turdetaai, their poetry aad their laws, yyritíenin

verse, yverehere preserved.
Under the Romans this university was not less

eelebraíed for philosophy, moraliíy, and íhe
arí of oraíory : it had also a Greek professorship.
The elderSeneca, who wrote the ArtofPersuasión;
Lucius Annasus Séneca, preceptor íoÑero : Gal-
lio, a famous oraíor ;Acilius Lucanus, eelebraíed
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for his eloquence, grandfaíher toíhe poet Lucan :
Portius Ladro, whose art of rhetoric rendered
him as famous in Rome as ia Cordoua, aad
ofwhose works there remains ío us oaly one har-
rangue; Manelus, master of the eider Séneca ;
Lucan, well kaowa by his Pharsaiia ; Séneca,
surnamed the tragedian, to distinguish him from
the phiiosopher ;and Séneca the historian, who
wrote íhe abridgment of íhe Román history,
known by íhe name of íhe Epitome of Florus,
all.studied there. Cicero, in his oration for the
poeí Archia, mentions several famous poets of
Cordoua who weaí ío Rome, aad amoag others
Sextillas Henna, of whose wriíings there re-
marás bat oae elegy, in which he lamenís the
deaíh of the Román oraior.

The Moors preserved to.-the university ofCor-
doua íhe reputation iíhad acquired ;Avempace
and Aígazeí, philosophers, of whom Saint Tilo-
mas makes meníion, professed moraiity there,

Álialbohacen and Aliaben-Ragel, mea of pro-
found erudiíioii aaioag the Arabians, were
brought up in it. Abenzual, surnamed the
Wise, a great -astrologer, phiiosopher and physi-
cian, took lessoas there, aad it was within the
sanie walls íhaí íhe íhirty philosophers aad phy-
siciaas, who composed aad puí ia order íhe
works kaowa uader íhe name of Avicenna, were
formed: this is confirmed by Garaíai, by which



prince íhéy were supposecl ío have been written,
because they were dedicated to him. Amongst
the learned Moors to whom Cordoua gave birth,
were Álbermarcar, Abramo aad Mesalco, phy-
sicians, astrologers aad philosophers : Rashez
Almanzor, known by a number of curious
medical works, aad the history he wrote of íhe
conquest of Spain ;Áverroes, called, by yvay of
eminence, íhe Commeníator ;aad Abea Regid,
who wrote the work, intitled, Of the Bivlsion and
Conquest of Spain.

%%



223 MODERN STATE

%

LA MANCHA.

The first village inthis country famous for the
amours and adveníures of Don Quixoíe, is El
Vizo. The first woman Isaw there appeared to
me handsome and well made, and Iobserved
that the dress and manners, which Cervantes has
so well déscribéd in his inimitable work, are still
ío be found in that disíricí. There is no labourer
ñor young female peasant who is not well ac-
quaráted wiíhDon Quixoíe and Saacho ;and in
the Venia of Quesada, íhere is a well yvhich síiil
Bears his ríame, that beihg the place where the
valoroüs khight is sup posea ío have passed íhe
whole nigiit under arms. Such is íhe faíe and
revfard of men of génius : íheir works acquire
fainé, and have íheir monuments even in íhe
country of íhe aútnors.

ElViso is a considerable village. The young
women are émployed in spinning the fiaesí wool



of the country, and, after gettiag the yarn died
of several colours, make it into garters exíremely
weíi wrought, and ornameated with witty de-
vices. Val de Peaas, four leagues from Viso, is
another considerable village, famous for its red
wiae, which is the best and most whoíesome in
Spain : ií k much esteemed ia Madrid, aad
served at the kiág's table. The eavirons of this
village are yvell cultivaíed, and the road is good
and even to Manzanares, a little village, in
which Iremarked the liveliness for which La
Mancha is so eelebraíed.

This is the most cheerful country in Spain;
the inhabitants are aíFable, and great lovers of
music and dancing: the women are tall, well
made, and haye handsome feaíures. A player
upon íhe guiíar, and a siager of seguidillas, are
persons ia great request in this part of the
country. The girls, young men, and married
women, assemble at the first sound of the insíru-
mení; íhe concourse is generally at the Posada,
as the most convenient and exíensive place ;the
best voices sing seguidillas, and íhe blind accom-
pany them upon íheir insírumenís. The síranger
is asíonished ai seeing a labourer in íhe dress of
Sancho, aad weariag a broad leaíhern girdle, be-
come aa agreeable dancer, and perform all his
steps wiíh grace, precisión, and measure. The
women besides have a Meneo, as itis called, or a
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ceríaín rapid movement, a flexibility, a yieldrág
attitude, such vóluptuous postules, and síeps so

laaguishing, graceful, varied, and just, that
while seeing a preííy woman dance, a phiioso-
pher would fiad his wisdom troublesome.

La Mancha is íhe province of Spain ia which
the inhabitants sing aad daace the most : their
soags aad seguidillas are peculiar ío íhaí part of
íhe kingdom ;and it is to be remarked, thaí ío

singrág and dancing íhe Jilancliegas add íhe
merií of poeíry. The seguidillas composed ia
Frenen are inmuch esteem throughout all Spain.
Most of them are vóluptuous, and tura oa the

subject of íove-or absence. Some are saíincal.
The seníimenís of several whichIhave heard
reoeaíed were delicaíe and poetically expressed.

The cinnabar mine of Almadén, which, ae~

cordiag ío Mr. Bowles, isíhe richest ofthe kind
yet found, the most curious for its properíies,
aad oae of the most aacieat that has ever been

worked, is in LaMancha. The church, ana a
great parí ofthe village of Almadén, which con-

tains upwards ofthree hundred houses, were built
from the produce of íhe cinnabar, aad all íhe in-
habitants subsist by the mine. The exhalaíio'hs
of íhe mercury are not dangerous ío mea, ani-
máis, or plañís, as has been supposea; íhe galley
slates seaí ío work íhe mine are robust and

healíhy, though several among them are wkked
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«nough to feign being ill of the palsy. Each
\u25a0of these costs the state twenty-pence a day, and
there is aoí a labourer ia Almadén who has not
oíTered to áo more yvork for half the price.

The direction of the mountáin is from noríh-
east to souíh-west. M. de Jussier has given a
very good descripíion of íhe furnaces used ío ex-
írací íhe mcrcury; which is inseríed ia íhe Me-
moirs of the Acaderay of Scieaces for íhe year
1719. The inveníion of these furnaces is-dueto
a Spaniard, Don Juan Alfonso de Bustamante, aad
they are ai present used in"Hungary. Fiye or
six íhousand quintáis of mercury are annually
produced from íhe mine of Almadén, a parí of
which is used in extracting silver from the mines
ofMéxico. The Spaniards first discovered and ém-

ployed this simple and ingenioas means in 1566,
in íhe disíricís where wood was scarce. Itis true,

íhaí before íhaí íime íhe gold mines of Hungary
were worked wiíh amalgama. The Spaniards
coatrivedío rencler a mineral stone, ia which íhe
metal was imperceptible, into impalpable powder,
aad ío forra from ií raasses .of íweaíy-five quin-
táis; afterwards ío raíx it wiíh gtéen ccnoeras
and lime, redueed also to very fine powder, a cer-
íaia quantity of water, and thiríy pounds ofmer-
cury, in disíinct portions, and noí all ai once.
The mass formed of these diflferent substances is
frequently síirred, aad the fixed alkaii of íhe lime



'SlZZl MGDERN STATE

being dissolved by the moíion, acís upon the
acids ofthe salt and copperas. This acíion pro-
duces a ferrneníaíion and violeaí heaí, which des-
troy the paríicles of iron or copper that may be
in íhe miae, aad íhe imperceptible paríicles of
silver escape from the prison in which they are
shut up, and unite with the mercury, which amal-
gamates with them. This mixture forms the
paste which inMéxico is called Pina. By these
means about two cunees of silver per quintal are
exiracíed from íhe mine, which ia íhe common
method would not produce a sufficieney to pay
for the working. The exací ouaníiív of mer-
cury íosí in íhe operation is not ascertained ;íhe
most probable opinión is, that as many ounces of
mercury are lost as there are ounces ofsilver ex-
tracíed, and íhe pound of mercury delivered at
México costs nearly as much as an ounce of
silver.

Ata few leagues from Manzanares is the liííle
village of Villa-Harta, where ií has been pre-
tended íhaí íhe river Guadiana runs under ground
for several miles, and íhaí íhe road lies over it,
which iíis asserted gave occasion to a Spaniard,
who was a slave in África, to say, thaí bis king
was one of íhe mosí powerful monarchs in the
world, and íhaí among oíher wonders ío be found
inhis domiaioas, there was a bridge seven leagues

long. But this bridge is a mere fable, according



OF SPaIN. 235

to íhe best geographers, who assure us that the
Guadiana does not really flow under ground, but
only rúas between the windings of some high
mountains which conceal ií from íhe sighí for a

considerable disíance, after which it again ap-
pears at the lakes called Los ojos de la Guadiana.

At the distance ofa league from Toledo there
is a charraing meadow on íhe banks of íhe Tagus,
planted with several groups of .trees; íhe mea-
dow is called La Huerta del Rey, íhe king's
garden. The Moorish kiags, when íhey were
in possession of Toledo, had a pleasure house
there.
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TOLEDO.

The qrigin of Toledo is uncertain. Accord-
mg to Silva, inhis enquiry concerning the man-
ner in which Spain was peopled, some Jews estab-
lished themselves in íhe place where Toledo now
síands 540 years before Christ, and called íhe city
%y founded Toléd'ath, which ia íheir language
signifies mother of the people. This origia is
equally noble and doubíful.

We know íhaí Toledo was a Román colony,
and made the deposítory of íhe treasures seaí to
Rome.

From íhe Romans it passed under íhe domi-
nión of íhe Goths, Leovigiid resided there, and
embellished the city, which became more consi-
derable under his successors.

The Moors íook Toledo in 714, and reigned
there until the year 1085, when ií was taken from
them by Alphpnoso VI. who styled himself em-



peror of Toledo, whence ií iook, and has pre-

served íhe tule of royal and imperial
The town house, called del Ayuntamiento, is

near íhe palace of íhe archbishop ; its elegani
archiíecíure, said ío be by Dominico Greco, is
not in any respect inferior ío íhaí of íhe fiaesí
ediñces in Toledo. The colunias are Doric and
Ionié, and íhe towers and other ornaments by
which they are accompanied, are yyorthy the
examiaatioa of connoisseurs. The foliowing
verses are inscribed on .the wall of íhe stair-r
case :

Nobles discretos varones

Que gobernáis a Toledo,

En aquestos escalones
Besechad las aficiones,
Codicias, amor, y miedo ;

Por los comunes provechos

Bexad los particulares :

Pues vosfizo dios pilares

Be tan altissimos techos,

Estad firmes y dereciiots.
*

-
Noble and judicious men who govem Toledo, leave your

cassions on this stair-case • leave there love, fear, and the desire
of gain. For the public benefit forget every prívate infefest,
and serve God:he has made you the pillars of this august
palace, be ever firmand uDrieht.



Toledo, as is wellknown, was formeriy famous
for the exquisite temper ofthe sword blades made
there; aad the genuine ones thaí still remain are
sold ai an exorbitant price. Iíis said that the
secret ofhardening them has been again recover-
ed, and experiments have been made with blades
lately fabricated there, which seem to jusíify this
assertion. When one of these has undergone
the operation of tempering, if ií is in the least
notched by síriking with ií several violent bíows
on an iron head-piece, it is rejected. Almost
all thaí are made here, ií is said, willstand this
proof.

Two centuries ago Toledo contaiited more than
two hufi'dred thousand inhabitants, but at pre-
sent it scarcely has thirty íhousand. When a
house falls ío decay it is never rebullí; aad in
tweníy years more this city willbe littleelse than
a heap ofruins.

Toledo is built upoa rocks, and commanded
by emiaences, which seem to preseat íhe image
ofsterility; yet, inthe midst of these precipices,
the traveller finds, to his surprise, several fer-
tile and charmiag situaíions, murmuring streams,
and verdaní reíreats, impeneírable to íhe burn-
írig rays of íhe sun. These places are called Ci-
garrales; íhe road ío íhem is rough and fatigue-
ing, but when we have surmounted íhe difficulíies



ofarriving at íhem, we are not easiiy induced ío
quit íhem

From Toledo 'it is a day's journey to Madrid J

The road lies through several large towns, of
which Getafa is the last and íhe most consi-
derable.
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MADRID,

Madrid was long' only an obscuro town, appér*-
taining ío íhe archbishops of Toledo ;buí while
so many Sourishing and iliusírious ciíies, en-
joying e'very advaníage of siíuation, have sunk
into ófeseríed villages, this town, built in a sterile
and ungrateful soil, has become one of íhe finest
ciíies in Europe

On approaching Madrid, nothing annóunces
to rae traveiíei tnax fie is near the caoital of íhe
Spanish monareby. The inns wiíhin two leagues
of that ciíy are equally dirty and desíitute of all
cónvemences wiíh those in every other part of
thé kingdom. The soil appears barren, and wiíh-
ouí eicher trees or vendare. But on arriving at
íhe banks ofthe Manzanares, a sueerb and ex-
íremely necessary bridge, though ií has been
ridiculed by íhe question,

"
where is íhe river í"

notifies íhe vicinity ofthe royal residence, This
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bridge is about a thousand paces inlength,* and,
at íhe beginning, abouí íwenty-two in breadth,
though it uarrows towards the center, where it
is not more íhan twelve. It is built of cut
stones, and has a parapet breasí high. The gaíe
of íhe city which leads to it is called the _cate of
Segovia, from which the bridge has taken iís
name. It was built under Philip II, afíer íhe
designs of íhe famous Joha de Herrera. The
bridge of Toledo, which is aiuch more modera,
cannot compare wiíh it for beauty, as ií is orna-
mented inan exíravagant tasíe wiíharenes, as are
íhe greaíer parí ofthe bridges of Spain.

Almost all íhe streets of Madrid are straight,
wide, cleaa, and well paved. The largest and
most frequented are íhe síreet of Alcalá, íhaí of
Atocha, íhaí of Toledo, and íhe Calle grande, or

icd.^ tsueti. iviaariu cas also several sonares
which, in general, are noí very regular. The
principal are those of San Joachim, Sol, Lasga-
nitas, San Domingo, La Cevada, and íhe Plaza
iViavor The latter especially deserves noíice for
us spacioosness and regularity, and íhe elep'ant
and lo% houses ií contains.

*

Ií is fifíeea hun-

MiUepasT^
uve feet jocg, ;¿SM*^^^^1^H„^BH

ndge oí ioleco, which, according to the same traveller, is
the finest, has also nine arches, and is three hundred and ewhtv

Krir. Iwíss says, it is sík hundred ',"\u25a0-; rin^h,-
_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_^_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_¿_-_Ítf_Í_^_Í_M_l,'

'
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dred aad íhirty-six feet in circuíí. The houses,-
ofwhich there are a huadred aad thírty-six, are
of five stories, ornamented with baiconies, the
first of which, supporíed by pillars, form a
piazza round íhe square, where íhe inhabitants
may walk under cover.- Ia the middle of the
square a market is kept.

The streets aad squares of Madrid, except íhe
Plaza Mayor, which Ihave jusí described, are
oruameaíed wiíh fountains ia a very ill taste.
Those most to be distiaguished ia this particular,
are the fouataia of the small irregular square
called Plaza di Antonio Martín, and that of the
square named Puerta del Sol. The oíhers are
not more magnificent, ihough less ridiculous.
The water ofall íhese fountains is excellent; and
the air of Madrid, ihough the weather be va-
riable and unceríaia, exíremely puré. ít was
this purity of the air and excellent qual¡ty of
the water which induced Philip II.and his suc-
cessors to fix their residence in this city.

The houses are, ingeneral, builtofbrick ;there
are several which are large aad handsome ;but
Ifound few thaí are ío be compared to íhe ele-
gaat edifices of íhe rae Grenelle, or the faux-
bourg St. Hoaoré, at París.

The city of Madrid contains fifteen gates,
eighteen parishes, thirty-five convenía of monks,
aadthiríy-one ofuuns; thirty-nine colleges, hos-
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pitáis, or houses of ehariíy ; seven thousand three
hundred and ninety-eÁgbt dwelliag houses, and

about a hundred and forty thousand inhabitants.
The Lombard traveller, father Calmo, tells us,

that fifíythousand sheep, and twelve thousand
oxen are annually consumed there; to which his
editor has added a ludicrous estímate ofthe onions
and leeks devoured there, which he says, amouut
to 97O0OO0OOOOOO8OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO4'5. Rut
this yyriter would noí aipresent have any reason to
com piará, ofthe disagreéable smells ofthe streets,
ñor would he find all the perfumes of Arabia né-
cessary ío defend himself from íhem

The enviro.ns of Madrid present the íraveTxer
with nothing agreeable except the banks of íhe
Manzanares, where he fráds shade, coolness, and
verdure ; for what is called Las Belicias (the
delights) on the side ofthe gaíe ofAtocha, is little
deserving of the name, as íhe most ofiensivé sm.ell
•continually exhales from a staaaiant canal, called
íhe canal of Manzanares, which has long been
begun, buí isnoí yet near finished. Itcannoí be
denied but itwould be ofconsiderable uíiliíy for
the faciliíation of conveyance, and would work
several milis which have been built on its banks ;
huí its waters willalways bave so little motion,
that there is too much cause ío fear ;they might
givebiríhto fevers and putrid diseas.es in-the. four
or fiye leagues ofcountry through w.hjch they are
to take their languid course.
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ACADEMIES.

There are four academies in Madrid. The
first is íhe Spanish academy founded in1714, in
imiíaíionoftheFrench academy, and consisting
oftwenty-four meinbers, including the presideat
lis device is a crucible oa buraiag coals, with the
moíto, limpia, fixa, y da esplendor; ií purifies,
íixes, aad gives lustre. Iís first object was the
compilatioa of a dicíionary of the Spanish Ian-
guage, which was published in six volumes folio,
and of which a new edition is now preparing.
The letters Aand Bhave already appeared, and
contain four thousand more words than in the
former edition ;aad the letter C willreceive still
greater addiíions. The same academy ís also
émployed on a superb edition of Don Quixoíe,
adorned wiíh elegant engravings, and cóllated
wiíh all íhe former editions.

The second is the academy of Hístory, which
owes iís origia ío a society of individuáis, the
object of whose meetings was ío preserve and
íllustráte íhe bisíorieai monuments of the king-
dom ofSpain. Their labours met the approba-
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tion of Philip V. who, in 1738, confirmen íheir
statutes by a royal cédula. This academy con-
sists of twenty-four members, including the pre-
sideat, secretary, aad censor. Its device is a
river at its source ;and the moíto, in patriam
populumque fluit.

The other two academies are the academy of
the Fine Arts, Painting, Sculpture, and Architec-
ture; and the academy ofMedicine. The latter
is held in no great esteem.

The English reader may not, perhaps, be dis-
pleased with a relation; of what passed in the
academy of history at Madrid, on the subject of
Dr.Robertson's History pf América. This work
was received in the manner itdéserved, and great
praises were bestowed on the áuthor for having
spoken with more moderation than others of the
cruelties exercised by the first Spaniards in the
New World. A translaíor was chosen from amone:
the members of the academy, thaí íhe history of
Dr. Robertson might be known throughouí the
whole kingdom ofSpain, aad become, ifImay
so speak, a national book. M.Campomaaes was
desired to write ío íhis respectable hisíorian in
the name of the academy, and to inform him that
he was admiííed a member, as a proof of íheir
acknowledgmeut, and of íhe esíeeai they had
for his work. M. Campomanes, accordingly
wrote to Dr.Robertson the foliowing letter.



ic Muí Señor mió, seria inútilesténder me éíi
'
manifestar a V. S. quanta estimación hacen los
'

Españoles literatos de sus obras, y los motivos-
'

qué me Obligan a escrivir esta carta. Después
de haver escrito a V. 5. la historia ele su patria
coii tanta concisión y acierto, emprendro la de
Carlos V. en la mas delicada crisis de Europa li
desempeño m V, S. con admiración común,

penetrando las mayores arcanos de la consti-
tución de nuestra Monarehia Espagnola. Pere-
que mucho a vista de su excelíente discurso-
sobre el gobierno feudal desde la decadencia
del imperio Occidental hasta él tiempo del
mismo Carlos ? En el se ven desembueltas por
otro aspecto aquéllas particulares costumbres
quemesclaron la Barbarie Tártara con un des-
precio alto de los vencindos; y un descuido de
todas las clase» de los pueblos, a excepción dé
pocas privilegiadas. Ningún verdadero amor
a las artes, y un general abandono de las in-
vestigaciones útiles, substituyendo en su lugar
las sutilezas escolásticas, dictadas en las celdas
dé los solitarios o cenovitas, y trasladadas des-
pués a las Universidades literarias. Es cierto^
que los nuevos descubrimientos del Oriente, y
del Occidente, fueron parte para sacar la Eu-
ropa del espíritu feudal. V. S. da á.esíos des-- -
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(íItappears to me unnecessary to inform you

of the solid and merited esteern whichevery well
informed Spaniard has for your works, or of the
motives by whichIam induced to write toyou.
Afíer having written wiíh precisión, truth, and
an accuracy equally admirable and woríhy of
you, the history of your own country, you un-

dertook, in that of Charles V. to describe the
most delicate crisis in which Europe ever was

situated. In this work you acquiííed yourself
in such a manner as ío gara general admiraíion ;
you peneíraíed íhe mosi profound secreís of
our monarchy. But whaí shall Isay of your
excellent diseourse on íhe feodal governmení,
feosa íhe decline of the empire ©f-the West to
the age ofCharles V?- In this we see new light
thrown upoa ihose peculiar manaers which
the Barbaríans in their proud coníernpt for íhe
vanquished iníroduced inte Europe, and íheir
extreme indifíerenee relativo to every ciíy ex-
cept the small number of those which were
privileged. At- that time there was no real
love ofthe arís; the most useful discoveries in
the scienceswere abandoned, and íheir place
supplied by the subtilties of the schools, first
confined to íhe obscure and solitary recesses of


