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greater perseverance and success ío useful esta-
blíshmeats. Itencourages the cuítivatioa of the
mulberry-tree, and improvements ia the prepara-
tion of silk ; aad adjudges prizes to the inveníors
of aew machines which simplify the processes of
íhe art

The commerce of Valencia has susíained con-
siderable injury from the two succesrive wars
bctweea Spaia and England. Its port has almost
entirely ceased to be frequented, and íhe produc-
tions of íhis beautiful country have experienced
a considerable diminuíion both in their price and
in their sale. The price of a pound of silk, for
instan ce, has fallen from five ío three piastres,
which proves the truth of whaí we have already
©bserved, thaí, notwithsíanding the prohibition, a
great quantiíy of silk is, iníime of peace, export-
ad from Valencia.



Environs of Valencia. Benimamet. Burjasot
Carthusian Corree ¡its. Murviedro, the ancient
Saguntum. Coast ofthe Kingdom of Valencia.
Modern Estáblishment ofSan Carlos. Passage
of the Ebro.

In the fine season, which in íhe kiagdom of
Valencia lasís almost the whole year, íhe envi-
rons of iís capiíal are truly delightfuí. Number-
less handsome rural habitaíioas alírací the noíice
of íravellers. Iwould recommend ío íhem iu
particular to visií íhe village ofBeaimameí, half
a league from Valencia, and among its couaíry-
houses, íhaí which was occupied about twenty
years ago by Don Pedro Mayoral, a canon of the
cathedral. Iístands upon aa emiaeace, in íhe
ceater of a garden where orange and lemon trees
diffuse their fragrant perfumes íhrough íhe purest
aímosphere. The coolness ofthe alleys, íhe va-
rieíy ofprospecís, íhe fertilííy which appears on
every side, render itan enchaníing retreat. Here,
and in a hundred other places in the kingdom of
? alenda, we are convinced of íhe truth of the
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observaíion ofa native of Sweden, *
wiíh whom

Iwas acquaiated at París, ia the quality of am-
*
Iallude to the Count de Creutz, who arrived in Soain a?

minister from Sweden in1764, and resided several years in that
country. He was the writerof the letter dated Madrid, Fe-
bruary 4th, 17Q5, and inserted in the last volume of the post-
humous works of Marmontel. The Count de Creutz there
describes Spain in a spirit of invective rather than in that of a
judicious observer. His rude sketch even exhibits various fea-
tures which are at least highly caricatured, ifnot utterly false.
Inproofof this assertion, Ishall quote the folíowing passage :
« The inhabitants of this dreary región, plunged in darkness
and the most disgracefnl ignorance, are proud of their bliná-
pess. Freedom of thought and action appears to them an ob-
ject ofcontempt. Their genius, parched up like their plains,
produces nothing but shapeless embryos, and rises onlyby leaps
and bounds. The common people, whose subsistence is con-
sumed by the monks, crushed by the immense weio-ht of su-

perstition and ofarbitrary power, stagnate in idleness and indi-
gence, and have not even the courage to complain." Had a
Frenchman expressed such an opinión respecting Spain, even in
Í705, wouldhe ever have been forgiven for it to the south of
the Pyrenees ?

Further on the Count de Creutz shews much less severity
when speaking of the inquisition, which, just at the period
when he wrote, was exposed to the most vehement attacks of
philosophy. "

This tribunal," says he, "
which struck terror

into kings themselves, is now a mere phantom, ineapable of
frightening even a child."

And it is a philosopher, aprotestant who thus espresses him-
self concerning the inquisition !The truth however is, that
this philosopher, this protestant, was guilty ofa little exagge-
ration in 1/65. The holy office was assuredly less for-
midable then than under Philip IV.:\u25a0 thou°h its thunder»



bassador from his court, when he said: cc Iníhat
highly-favoured regioa we forget every thiag,
even our native country, busiaess aad all. A
person is no íonger a husband, a father, or a fríend;
he is a being cut off from the rest of his feilow-
creaíures, feasíingoa the beauíies ofnature, and
drinking deeply ofthe happiness of existence. 5*

ín íhe garden which rcminds me of íhis exagge-
ration, and which would justify it, ifany thing
could,Ireceived, on my first visit to Valencia,
such a welcome from the excellent Canon
Mayoral, as Isha'! never forget. His son! and
bis couníenanee seemed ío paríakeof theserenity
which reigaed around him. Pie was profuse in
his aííeníions to rae, as nature had been liberal to
him of her blessiogs. He is no more. Sit Hit
terra levis.

Aquarter of a league from Benimamet is Bur-
jasoí, another village, in a more elevated situa-
tion. the tomb of Mademoiselle i'Adye-
nant, a celebrated acíress, the le Couyreur of
Spain ;but who, more fortúnate than the latter,
obtained without difficulty aa asylurn at the foot

bolts were launched at very few, itstillcontinued to frighten
children, and even a good many adults.

Ten or twelve years later, at the time of the confinement of
M.Olavidé, the Count de Creutz woulddoubtless have alíered
his sentiments, but then he would have run into the opposite
extreme. The Count was one ofthe best poets ofhis country j
and poets, even when they write inprose, seldom pique them*



ofthe aliar, travellers are shewn, as one of íhe
curiosities of the country, the Sichas or Silhos,
which are large excavations, from twenty-five
to thiríy-five feeí deep, in the form of prodigi-
ous jars, lined internally with free-stoae. They
were coastructed by the Moors, for íhe purposc
of síoring íheir grain in íbera. The modera
Valencians appíy íhem ío íheir original destina-
ron.

Twenty other sítuaíions around Valencia are
deserving of íhe noíice of íravelíers. íf they
would wish to see a beautiful Franciscan convent,

let them pay a visit ío íhat ofSan Miguel de los
Reyes. They may make an excursión to íhree
Caríhusian monasteries ia the enviroas of Valen-
cia, all of which are in charming: siíualions.
One of these, called Porta Celi, is worthy of
particular mentión ;every thing there aanounces
abundance ; every thing tends ío produce sere-
niíy ofsoul. Kad we evea vowed enmity to the
monasíic life, we could noí help feeliag a certain
degree of iaterest for íhese silent recluses, who
cannoí be accused of neglecíing íhe gifts which
nature has poured forth around their habitation.
Ausíere only in what regards themselves, their
peaceful and laborious lives cannot justly be
looked upon as useless to the community ai lar^-e.tí

~
o

Ivvent into some of íheir cells, which are re-
markable for cleanliness and eleganí simplicity.
Ilikewise paid a visit to íheir burial-ground.



the modesí inclosure of which is formed by palm
trees that overshadow their tombs. Rose-bushes
were p'Iauíed arouad íhem, as ifío prevent íheir
remaias from iafecíing the air which is re^pired
in this sacred spot. Iregreííed íhaí raen have not
every where endeavoured, in the same way, to ex-
hibií deaíh under a less hideous form, aad ío baaish
from the grave those images which render it so
frightful. Why, thought I,should we be at such
pains ío strew with funereal objecís, and ío sur-
round wiíh horrors, a paíh which we are all
doomed ío íread ? Why not rather smoolh this
passage for each other, thaí we may desceñe! ío
the íomb, ifnoí with joy, at least with sereniíy ?
Far then from the bed of death, far from íhe
graves of íhe departed, be every thing íhaí is caí-
culated to exciíe gloomy apprehensions in íhe
miads of the survivors !Letus eajoy without ex-
cess, and consequeatly without remorse, the
blessings which íhe earth affords ;and when íhe
organized dusí, which for a few moments is aai-
maíed by íhe breaíh of life, shall be required of
us by that common mother of mankind, leí it
serve ío fertilizo her bosom, and, ifpossible, to
embellish her surface !

Buí let us leave Valencia, and the beautiful
scenery around ií, and coníinue our journey ío
Barcelona.

After passing íhrough Valencia, the first re-



markable place which the traveller comes to ís
the ancieat Saguntum, now called Murviedro,

The casíles which command íhe íown may be
seen at íhe distance of íwo leagues. You would
take them ai firsí for íhe remains of íhe ramparís
which íhe inírepid Saguníiaes defended wiíhsuch
obsíinacy against íhe Carthaginian hero ; but
you afterwards leam thaí they were erecíed by
the Moors. On íhe heighfs upon which these
castles are siíuaíed, they built seven fortresses,
communicaíing wiíheach oíher by subterraneous
passages, some of which are yet almost entire.
Itappears thaí Saguntum reached no higher than
halfway up these hills, and stood chiefly in
the piala towards the sea, exíending considerably
beyond íhe present site of Murviedro;since Livy
informs us that it v/as only a thousand paces from
it, and Murviedro ís a long league from the Me-
diterranean. In confirmation of íhis opinión, it
is remarked, íhat no relies of the Carthaginians
and Romans have been found nearer to the
Moorish fortresses than the foot of the hill tipos
which they stand.

Síones withPhcenician or Latín inscriptions are
still found scattered íhrough Murviedro. The
laíter are the most numerous, Sorae of íhem are
intro^uced into walls, and five in excellení pre-
servation may be seen in íhose of a church. A
few are to be met withon the side of the hill,and
even stillhigher, but they were probably carried



thither by the Moors, together with other stoaes
for the purpose ofbuildiag. Thus ia one of the
walls of their aocieat fortresses we fiad aa antique
statue of white marble wiíhout a head, and some
síones v/ith inscripíions, bul in an lüverfed po-
siíion

The moaumenís, whose ruias are still ío be
seen at Murviedro, were fouaded at the period
when the Romans, after íhe valiaaí defence of
the Saguaíines aad íhe desírucíioa oftheir city,
rebuilt the place, and made it oae of their muni-
cipia, one of íhe most flourishing towas they
possessed out of ííaíy. Among other edifices, it
contained a temple of Bacchus, some relies of
which are to be seen to íhe left, near the entrance
of Murviedro. Its Mosaic pavemeaí, which neg-
ligence had nearly suffiered to be lost, has been
taken up and deposiíed in the archíepiscopal li-
brarv

tí

You may stilldiscover the foundations of the
ancient circus of Saguntum, upon which now
stand the walls that serve to inclose a long suc=
cession of orchards. This circus, as it is easy
to perceive, extended to. a small river, the bed of
which only remains, and which was the chord of
the segmeat formed by the circus. When the
Saguntines -exhibiíed íhe moek sea-fighís, called
Naumachia ;this bed was undoubtedly filled by
the tributes of the neighbouring cañáis, which



But of all that remains of ancient Saguntum,
nothing is in such good preservatíoa as its the-
aíre. You perceive very disíiacíly íhe different
rows of seáis occupied by íhe ciíizeas according
to their rank. At the bottom in the place allot-
ted ia our theatres ío íhe orchesíra, were the
seats of íhe magisíraíes ;nexí, those for the
equesírian order ;and ihen those for the body of
the people. You may still see the two door-
ways, by which the magisíraíes eníered; two
others exclusively reserved foríheknights; and al-
most at the top ofíhis amphiíheaíre, which con-
tinúes without iaterrupíion, from íhe boítom up-
wards; you observe íhe two passages by which
the mulíiíude withdrew, and which íhe ancienís
on íhaí account denominated vomitoria. Lastly
you find still entire íhe highesí seáis which were
apprppriated ío the lictors and courtezans. The
semicircular crest of íhe whole edifice is also per-
íecíly entire. You may even perceive, on the
oníside, the projecting stones, in which were in-
seríed the barsthat served.to spread the horizon-
tal covering of cloth, which sheiíered the spee-
tators from the sun and rain; for the ancients,.
in íheir public exhibitions, foresaw and provided
for every contingency, Every person had a seat,
and was screened from íhe weather. Allpossi-
ble precautions were íakea ío preveat disorder.
Aplace, which may still be seen, was set apart
for íhe judges, Ifany spectator drew upon him-



Self their animad versioa, they directed the lictors
to seize and coaduct him ío a paríicular chamber,

to which íhey had access by a prívate síaircase.
Here íhey iníerrogaíed him, and if íhey found
him culpable, he was couñned íiilíhe conclu-
sión of íhe exhibition in a prison under the cham ,

ber ia which he was examined,

t)eau Maríi, who has given a miaute descrip-
tion of íhe aaciení theatre of Saguntum, com-
putes the number of spectators which ií was ca-
pable of coaíaiaing, at nine thousand. Many
persons will find it dííficult to conceive how the
actors were able ío make íhemselves heard ia the
open air by so numerous an audienee. Ihow-
ever ascertained in 1783, íhat this was possible,
hy goiag to the top of íhe amphiíheatre, while
certaia senfences were repeated by a lad síationed
on íhe spoí formerly occupied by the stage.

Of this place no vestiges íhen remained. Be-
yond íhe amphiíheaíre, ia which some of the
síages of seáis towards the centre are considera-
bly decayed, scarcely any traces of íhe part oc-
cupied by the actors was to be found. Itex-
hibited nothing but a few trees and ruins. The
front of the ancient stage had been converíed
info analley ofmulberry-trees, where rope-makers
were carrying on íheir walking business. No
care whaíever was íaken ío preserve íhis valua-
ble moaumení of aaíiquity. A keeper, it is
true, had a habitation there, which he enlargéd



or changed as he thought fit. Some families of

poor mechaaics had built withinitwretched huts,
for which the Romans, almosí íweaíy centuries
before, had consíructed walls aad a roof.
Never was Time betíer assisíed, aay even aníici-
patcd, inhis ravages

At length, in 1787, a beginning was made to
reírieve them. The corregidor of Murviedro
restoriug animation, ifImay so express myself,
to íhis skeleíoa of a Román íheafre, caused the
principal injuries ithad susíained to be repaired,
and restored it for a few hours to its ancient use
by the representation ofa Spanish comedy within
its walls.

Don Louis de Urbina, one of the lasí cap-

"táins-general of the kingdom of Valencia, had
in 1796 carried these repairs stillfuríher. Un-
der his auspices, workmen were employed to

rencler the theatre ofSaguntum fit for the par-
póse for which it was oríginaliy designed. Don
Francisco Bamahonda, a poet ofValencia, had
composcd a tragedy, the subject of which was
worthy ofthe country and ofthe theatre : ií was
the siege of Saguntum, that noble spirií ofinde-
péndehce which covered with ashes, blood, and
glory, this spot so dear to honour and ío liberty.
But this praiseworthy plan has beea relinquish-
ed ; át least we are assured that all thoughts of
resíoring- íhe theatre of Saguntum are given up.



and íhat ií is abandoaed as before ío the observa-
tioas of aníiquaries.*

From the theatre, you climb to the ancient for-

tresses ofthe Moors, which crowu íhe hill, aad

on íhe plaíform oa the suaimit is an humblé her-
milage, íhe inhabitant of which enjoys one of
the finest prospecte in Spain. ít commands the
fertile plains between Murviedro and Valencia.

He beholds the steeples of íhaí capital rising from

amidst the orchards by which it is surrounded.

Before him he has the Mediterranean, the whole
coast of which from Murviedro ío the sea-side is

covered with viaes, olive and muiberry trees. To

íhe left a chain of hills bounds the horizon, and
gradually sinks to the Mediterranean, leaving no

other intcrval between them than that occupied
by the road to Barcelona.

The wine produced in the environs of Murvi-
edro ís síroag and of a good ñavour ;but most
¡ofitis conyerted into brandy, which is conyeyed
inbarréis to the small port, which is about a

league from the town; there ií Is shipped for
the noríh, for some other parís of Europe, espe-
cialiy France, and for Spanish América, which,

.since íhe esfablishnient of a free trade, afiords a
ready market for the brandies of the coast of Va-

lencia

* Itwas Townsend, an English traveller, who chiefly con-

tributed to excite the transient attention that was bestowed os



After leaving Murviedro, the road, which was
excellení, led íhrough prodigious plains, shaded
wiíholive and carob írees, fertile vineyards, aad
scenes of íhe most eachaatiag fertility,ío Castel-
lón de laPlana, a village seven leagues from Va-
lencia

Aithe distance ofone long league from Mur-
viedro, we halted at Almenara, a íown agreea-
bly situaíed on an eminence. Here Ifound five
French clergymen expelíed from Roussillon, to
whom the Spanish government had given an asy-
lurn ina convent of Dominicans. It was natural
for these expatriated ecclesiasíics ío seek refuge
in preference in a neighbouring country, and
that country the catholic kingdom, by way of
eminence. Accordingly, during a journey of
eighíeen days, Icarne to very few places but what
contained some of them. They at first fixed
their abode iníhe capitals and the chief cities of
the península, hoping to find in them more nu-
merous means of subsistence than elsewhere.
Here they excited íhe twofold interest inspired
by pity and persecuíed religión. The síaunch
caíhoiics carried their Miad veneraíion for these
vicíims of oríhodoxy ío sucha lengíh as to pre-
fer them to their own priesís ; so that want
obhged the laííer ío reíail at a lower price íhe
spiníual blessings eoírusíed to their care. The
cause of man, however, soon iriumphed over
that of fceaven, The Spaniards took umbrage at



the success of these intruders ;and, either incon-

sequence of their remonstrances, or because íhe

goverameai deemed iídaagerous ío suffer deli-

cate questions relative ío the rights of sovereigns

and subjecís to be discussed by the mass of the

people, it resolved to disperse the French eccle-
siasíics. Orders were issued íhat they should
noíin future remara either ia íhe meíro polis, in

the royal resideaces, or ia íhe capiíals of íhe pro-

viaces. The court assigned them abodes at the

convenís in íhe couniry, aad fixed íhe aumber

ef emigranfs íhat each of íhem was allowed ío

admit.
Buí ío reíurnto Almenara. From this hand-

some town to Castellón de la Plana, the country

is not quite so pleasant, though it is stillpopu-
lous, and enliveaed by industry, We weat

through Nulis aad Villa-Real, two considerable
towns, and on quitting the latter we passed, by
means ofa very fine new bridge, over a broad
river that was almosi dry : a circumsíaace which
frequently occurs in Spain, especially in sunr*

mer.
AtCastellón you come ío íhe end of the good

roads. Noíhíng can be more abrupí íhan íhe
transiíion, After you have descended an ex-

tremely rugged declivity, you approach íhe sea.,

which you keep in view for a league. You
then pass íhrough a yery steep defile, and are

dreadfully jolted tillyou arrive at the foot of the
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eminence, cióse ío íhe shore of the Mediterra-
nean, oa which is siíuaíed íhe castle of Oropesa.
You thea proceed more smooíhly for a league
and a half ío the venta de la Sinieía. From
Casíellcn the fertilityofthe soil perceplihh- de-
creases. The couníry all arcund about the de-
file ofOropesa, is utterly destituíe of inhabitants,
and exhibiís a most dreary spectacle. Beyond
íhis place ií displays some rnarks of culíiva-
tion; buf íhe rugged roads continué with-
out intermission to Alcalá de Sibert, a kind of
town siíuaíed on íhe side of a hillin a couníry
neiíher agreeable ñor fertile. . -

Younow again approach the Mediterranean,
and come to theTast sea-port íowns of Va-
lencia

The first that youreaeh,by a rough road which
Winds among the mountains, is Benicarlo, ehief-
íy inhabited by fishermen. Here begia íhe fiat
roofs and the dialect of Catalonia, a corrupt kind
ofSpanish, which bears a considerable resem-
blance ío íhe paiois of Roussillon, and wiíhout
some kaowledge of which a traveller would find
iíalmost impossihie to make himself- úndersíood
in Catalonia. \u25a0

Along league from Benicarlo is another port
ófgreaíer consequence, íhat of ViSaroz, a large
Iiaudsoúie town, containing eleyen or twelve
hundred houses. The enviroas of Benicarlo
and ViSaróz are covered with vineyards, the pro-
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duce of which is partly converted iato brandy
for exporíation

The wines of Benicarlo are exported ío foreign
couníries, aad especially ío Bourdeaux, where
they are mixed wiíh íhe French wines, for íhe
purpose of adapíing íhe latter to the íasíe of the
ccnsumers in England and ireíaad. ít has been
calculated thaí of íaie years no less than eleven
thousand hogsheads of íhese wines of Sestearía
are sent to Bourdeaux ;and it would be impolitic
to throw any impedimenís in the way of this
trade, since ií is not less profitable ío France
than to Spain,

Viñaroz is not, síricíly speakiog, a sea-porí;
nevertheless, Ifound there about fifty vessels,
which, instead of being moored along íhe shore^
were drawn ouí of íhe waíer upon íhe beach.
Many of íhese vessels are employed iníhe coasí-
ing trade ío Cádiz, aad even ío Marseilles, and
gome of íhem ventare as far as íhe Havanaah.

A league beyond Viñaroz the good road again
began in 1793, at a small bridge receníly con-
síracfed on the spot which forras íhe boundary
between Catalonia and íhe kingdom ofValencia *

and iícontinúes fox íhree leagues ío San Carlos,
a modera seítiemení which deserves some notice.

San Carlos is situated cióse to íhe sea. Iíis
the.chief place oí íhe esiabliahment ofthe Alfa-
ques, the appeliaíion given ío a kind oí port
formed by the mouíh of the Ebro, The Alfa-
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ques are, properly speaking, a long narrow neck
ofland ofa semicircular form, which is nothing
but a prolongaíion ofthe right bank ofthe river.
San Carlos stands opposite to the point of this
neck of land, and it is the landing-place for this
part of the cost. It consists of two handsome
edifices which border the high road. A large
oblong space separates them from another rowof
uniform houses, one of which is one of the best
inns in Spain. Itis very clea.n, well furnished.,
and affords good accommodation in respect to
provisions ;but íhe íraveíler is inclined ío ask
why íhis inn, like so many others in Spaia, is
kept by natives of Milán ? The Mediterranean
washes íhe foot of iís walls. At the time of my
visit in 1793, the works for the new port were

sfill in hand. The object of this establishments
begun in 1780, was ío people a península, before
deseríed and abandoned ;and to render the mouth
of íhe Ebro usefal to commerce and navigaíion»
la this narrow península there were more than
two thousand acres ofland to be distribúfed; but
few colonists had settled there, because great
part of these lands belonged to the inhabitants of
Amposta and the neighbouring vilíages, who
cultivaíed them without forsaking their homes.
Iíwas the intention of the government to form
in this place a spacious port, and to facilítate the
passage of the Ebro, which is much impeded be-
low Amposta. To this end a canal was begun
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at íhe latter place, and was designed to be car-
ried on ina direct liae ío Saa Carlos. This work
was so far advaaced ia 1793 íhat all the building
materials necessary for íhe new esíablishment
were conveyed in barges upoa ií. By making
this canal deeper itis iateaded ío reader ií fit for
íhe aavigaíioa from Amposía ío San Carlos, so as
to make the Ebro navigable to its mouíh The
waní ofmoney produced some relaxaíion in íhe
prosecuíion of íhis plan. Ia 1793 a baítery was
begua ío be erecied ia froaí of San Carlos. All
ihese works were under íhe directioa of a aaíive
of Parma, aamed Nodin, a skilfulengineer, ío
whom al! íheir success is owiug. But once more
let us repeat the question, why do íhe Spaniards
leave ío íhe líaliaas the task of embellishing, of
enliveaing, aad of foríifying their coasts ?

For the rest no great progress had been made
with íhis esíablishment ia the spring of 1793,
and willprobably never aaswer the eXpectations
of the court.* The largest ships may, however,
come ío anchor within a nrasket-skoí of San Car-
los; and here, during my stay, were disembark-
ed most of the regiments proceeding from dif-
ferení parís of íhe coast of the Mediterranean ío
Catalonia. But the air of San Carlos is un-
healthy; and itis not at the mere intimatiqn of

*This prediction is accompüshed ;since 17Q3, large sums
have been expended on this settlement of San Carlos, but it 15
ptillin a very unfinished state.



any goyernment, that commerce, the most ca-
pricious of despoís, changes íhe places which it
has been accustomed to freouent.

Oa leaving San Carlos we íraversed a wüd and
unculíivaíed country, At first we had íhe sea
and the península of the Alfaques or¿ our right;
we íhen turned off from them and approached
the Ebro, which we reached at Amposía, a vil-
lage where we crossed that river ina ferry-boat,
and where the canal which runs to San Caries
CPmmenees,
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CHAP. XIV.

Entrame into Catatonía. Passage of the depile of
Balaquet- Canibrils. Tortosa. Rens. Tar-
ragon. Román Antiquities, Montserrat.

Havimg crossed íhe Efaro, íhe traveller passes
through aa immense íract of country destituía of
inhabitants, and covered almost entirely with
heaíb. . This whole district is iatersected by
ravines, which render the travelling through it
in a carriage exíreraeíy íroublesome. In íhÍ3

manner we proceeded five dismai leagues before
we alighted at íhe wretched village of Perellos,

at the bottom ofa valley surrounded with a don-
ble rampart ofmountains. We there hired two
asses, which joined us at íhe place where we put
up for íhe nighí. This precaution we were in-
duced to take by the terrible description that had
been given us of the road which we should have
ío travel the folíowing day.

One of íhe most striking phenomena that a
traveller meets wiíh in Europe, is ío fiad, ina

scu-ntry so well knowa as Spain, between two



\u25a0Zoú MODERN STATE

Cííies so considerable as Valencia and Barcelona,

so near ío the sea-coast, aad to the mouth of a

lar^e river, oa a road so much frequeated by

people of every descriptioa, and even of every

nailon ;ío find, Isay, exíensive disíricís so ío-

íaliy destiíute ofresources^ and of all the conve-

niences aad comforts which inevery oíher coiin

iryare íhe inseparable companions of civilization

and luxury. This is a reflecíion which íhe most

superficial observer cannoi help making, especi-
ally from the banks of the Ebro to the vicinityof

Barcelona. Iquesíion wheíher a person in the

center ofSiberia, or iníhe neighbourhood ofíhe

'.Gulf of Boíhnia, would íhink himself more com-

pletely cut off from íhe rest of theworld.
Attempts haye, ií is true, been made of late

years, to render the road by which we are con-

ducting our readers more passable. In 1802,

the king and queen having paid a visit ío Bar-
celona, for the purpose of meeiing the princes
and príncesses of Naples and Etruria, inorder
to contract a dpubie marriage, orders were given
to repair the road from Valencia to Barcelona ;

but the hurry withwhieh the work was executedj

was incompatible with the necessary solidity.
This road is nevertheless one of íhe best inSpain ;
nay, in summer, itmay even be pronounced ex-
cellent, from Valencia to the frontiers of France ;

but a week of rainy weather is sufficient ío pen-

der itnot only diíficuitbut dangerous, especially



from Tarragon to Barcelona. The Spaniards
are stillalmost toíal strangers ío íhe arí of pav-
iog ;neiíher are íhey very expert in íhe con-
síraction of roads, which require covering ío a
certain depth accordiag to the nature of the
ground aad of the materials that are employed
for the purpose. Though there are few places
where these may not be found of excellent qua-
lity, as very hard ¿Lints, coarse grave!, and gra-
nito, all they do is to spread over the middle of
the road stones of al! sizes, among which the
strongest carriages run the risk of being broken
to pieces • or iftheir rugged surface is covered
wiíh a little saad, the wiads and raía soon blow
and wash it away. Such, notwilhstanding the
recent repairs, is the road from -Valencia ío Bar-
celona ; but let us continué to shew what it
was in 1793, and what itremained tul 1802.

From Perellos it is but two short leagues ío
the venta del Plaíera, a lonely ina embosoraed
ia wToods at íhe foot of íhe mountains. We
there met with some merchants who gaye us no
great encouragemení ia respectto the jouraey of
nexí day, especially whea íhey saw our numerous
company, of which two yonng children formed
not the least íroublesome portion.

Weset out before six o'clock to encounter íhe
hardships of íhe day, myseif on foot, my wife on
one of the animáis which we had hired at Perel-
los, and our two chibaren, one on either side of



the other, in panniers, where we wrapped them
up as well as we could against the severity ofíhe
north-eastwind. Wethus proceeded at first for
two leagues and a half through a dreary coun-

try, and then climbed in a spiral direcíioa, the
steep mountain of Ballaguet, íhe base of which
is washed by the sea. Oa reaching its summit,

we fouad ourselves at the foot of a fort, which is
garrisonod by a detachment of Walloon guards.

Four leagues further, after we liad passed
throuírii a villajeon the sea-shore, wiíh a tower

and the remains of an ancient castle, and several
verv rugged denles, we arr-ived at Cambrils, a

town coníaining three or four hundred houses,

near an incommodious beach, where a few ves-
sels take in-cargoes of Lfee wines of íhe country.
Its siíuaíion is uaheaííhv. and renders tertian fe-
vers very frequent on tais coast. -This disease
had sliorílybefore swept away all the inhabitants
ofa convent of-Aiigustines, whose .solitary walls
were pointed out to us. ., ,.

At Cambrils was íhe lióme -of .an .unfortunate
family of-pilgrims, in whose company we ascend-
ed the moimtain of Ballagiiet. They had been in
quest of health ío a -inira-culous image at Viña-
roz, and returned more wretched than they wenl.
Amother, four or five young g-iris,barefoot, aad
covered wiíh rags," and two small cbildrea, be.-
numbed with cold, and exhausted by want, with
difíiculty pursued their homeward course, implor-
ÍRg-by the way the compassion of travellers, sorae-



times more easily moved than that of heaven.
Wiíh what melancholy reflecíions did these vic-
tims of fortune and of superstiíion inspire us !

These forlorn objecís reíurned on fooí, without
relief, from a fatiguing and fruifless journey, and
yeí appeared resigned ;whileIpresumedto com-
plain of íhe rugged wa}^s which jolíed my car-
ríage, closely shuí up from the cold, well hung,
and stored with what v/as necessary, useful, and
even agreeable. Icould not forbear reproaching
myself both for these coaveaiencies and for my
murmurs ;nay, Ihad nearly done the same in
respecí to the modest way in which my children
and their mother íravelled. Ipacified my re-
morse by a donaiion which was at first received
with graíiíude andjoy; but the principal pil-
grim soon cooled my sympafhy,

4
by her impor-

tunities, aad her want of feeling for íhe poor little
creatures whom she carried or dragged along
withher, and above all by offering to telime my
fortune. Ihad taken her for a reiigious woman,
and an afíectioaate mother, and my heart was
chilled to find that she was nothing but an art-
ful gipsy. How often would íhe warm giow of
compassion give place ío harsher seníimenís,
ifit were always aware of the character of its
objects. Buí it is perhaps an ordination of
heaven in favour of íhe unfortunaíe, íhatil fre-
queaíly acts withthe unreflecting promptitude oí



Cambrils lías a bad port, which is frequenfecl
only by a few vessels, which there take in frcights
for Cádiz, Genos., and other places. When they
are overtaken hereby íempesíuous weaíher, tilo-
ma for sheiíer into the littleharbour ofSalo,
only halfa league distaní.

From Cambrils we proceeded four leagues, by
a very narrow and rugged road, and after pass-
íng through the pretty town of Vilkseea, we
arrived at Serafina, where we put up for the
nighí.

We qoitted íhe Ebro, on íhe left bank ofwhich
river y/e left Tortosa, situated on the side of a
mouníain, four leagues from thesea„ Iíis an
episcopal city, containing sixíeen thousand sonls.
The circumjaeent country is highly cultivaíed,
and from its positioa on the Ebro, which is deep
eaough to be navigaíed by, large vessels, it car-
ríes on a considerable trade in cora. At the dis-
tance of less iban a league from this place are íhe
qnarries ofmarble, known by íhe ñame of Tor-
tosa jasper. Nothing can be more dreary and
desert --than the fifteen leagues whi.eh sepárale,
this city from the town of Cambrils,. aad íhe road
from Tortosa ío Tarragon remained til! 1782,
one ofthe worst in the uní verse»

Beyond Cambrils the plain becomes wider>
and is enlivened wiíhnumerous plaafations of
olives, carob-írees, and vioes

A league beyond Serafina, you come in skbÉ



of íhe steeples of Tarragon, an ancient city, ia a
picturesque siíuation, on a síeep and craggy emi-
neace, Fouaded by íhe Scipios, ií was loag íhe
seaí ofthe Romaa goverameat ia Spaia. The
sea washes its walls, and forras a small port,
which has lost much of its trade since thaí of
Reus began ío be frequeníed.

Reus is a small modera town, which industry

has ia a shorí space of time raised to a high de-
gree of prosperity. Itis aa inland place about
four leagues to the north-wesí of Tarragon, from
which iiis separated by one of the most fertile
aad besí cultivaíed plains m Spain. The trade
carried on by the inhabitants ofReus, is consider-
able, aad priacipaüy consisís of cdmmissidná
from houses at Barcelona for goods to sena
back ia return for the commodities which they
receive from the nbrth. Besides this, some Swe-
dish, Danish, and Araerican Cáptalas go them-
selves to Reus to purchase wine and brandy for
exportation. The inhabitants of this town con-

Vey to the little port of Salo, and there ship íhe
producíions of their industry, and a plan has
laíely been proposed for digging a small canal to
faciiitaíe the corara unicaíio n between those twc»
places. Reus is one of those wonderfui crea-
tións, which a traveller cannot help making a
circuit ofa few leagues to see and to admire. He
willthere find, under the direction of an English
firoi,one of the fínest distiíleries in Europe, a



very handsome theaíre, some beautiful barracks,

and a «-eneral appearance of activity and abua-

dance. Great quaníiíies of leaíher are also made
here, as well as ai íhe íown of Bails or Valls,

which is only three leagues to íhe north-east of
Reus

The inhabitants of the ancient Tarragon are

not idle specíators ofthe success of these youth-
ful rivals. In the hope of restofing ío their
port its primitive prosperiíy, íhey have trader-
íaken ío improve it at íheir own expende; by
moles which willrender Itmore safe and commo-

dious. The court has encouraged íhem ío ac-

complish this désign by certain concessions, and

an exemp tion from various duties. The wars in

which Spain lias been almost uninterruptedly
engaged for íhirteen years, have not deterred
them from the prosecution of this patriotic work,

Ithas not yet been crowned wiíhall íhe success

íhat might have been expected from It;but the

port of Tarragon nevertheless displays a renewed
activity, and its trade cannot fail to become still

more brisk. In the course of the year 1805 it
wras visited by one thousand seven hundred and
fourteen vessels of al! sizes, 208 wiíh square, and
1506 with laíeen sails. Out of this number 1515
were Spanish. By this channel Catalonia re-

ceived upwards of 130,000 fanegas* of grain,
*

Itwillbe recollected that Úie fanega is a corn-measure,
íhe contents of which weigh between 90 and lOOpounds,
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pulse and other provisions. At this port the
Daaes, Swedes, and Americaas ship parí of the
wiaes produced by the adjacent country, and
parlicularly of íhe brandy disíilled íhere. The
wines for which there is the greatesí request
abroad, are íhose growa ia the extensive íract
deaominated Campo de Tarragona, aad ia the
vineyards of Reus ;aad it is in these disíricfs
that the greatesí quantity of braady is made.
The inhabitants of Tarragon are likewise about
to opea another channel ef prosperity, íhe beae-
íiíof which willbe felí íhroughout Arragoa aad
parí ofCatalonia. They have receaíly obíaiaed
perraissioa ío make a road from íheir ciíy to Lé-
rida, which will shortea by two days journey
íheir commuaication with the iaterior of Ar=
ragon,

Just before you enter Tarragon, you are oblig-
ed to ford the Fraacoli, which, very near this
spoí discharges iíself inío the sea. Tarragon was
formerly a fortified place. Parí of iís ancient
waüs are stillstanding. WHaen Ipassed through
itin 1793, a fort with thick embrasures had just
been erected, for the purpose ofdefeading at least
the approaches from the sea, The traveller may
pursue his way to Barcelona, without eaíering
Tarragon. Wishingto have a near view ofíhat
celebrated city,Iclimbed up to itby a rugged
path. Iwasstruck wiíh the beautv of iís siíua-tí

tion, but the interior ofthe place seemed dolí and



desert. The atenúes on every side are eneran-
bered wiíh rocks and íhe approach is extremely
difficult for carríages. The cathedral is a hand-
someedifice, but gloomy, and supported by co-
lumns ofprodigious size.

Tarragon abounds in relies of Román monu-
ments. Such are the remains of a circus, and of
an amphitheatrp, the ruins ofa'palace ofthe era-
peror Augustas, a great number of Román in-
scriptions, and in particular the vestiges of an
aqueduct, between six and seven leagues in
length, which itwas proposed ío repair in1782.

On quitíing íhe ciíy by the gafe which leads
to Barcelona, you reíurn by an abrupt descent
into the high road, The environs of Tarragon
are nevertheless agreeable and populous. Hand-*
some houses extend in almost uninterruptedsuc-
cession from the ciíy to íhe hamleí of La Figa-
reíía, which is a short league distant from ít.

Two long leagues furíher, you pass under a
beautiful triumpliai aren, which though doubí-
less formen v desig-ned to commemorate some ex-_, \u25a0

', .tí .i—i
ploií, ina frequeaíed spot, stands at present quite
detached in the midst of a lonely country. Iíis
in good preservation, except the capitals, which
seem to have been ofthe Coriothian order, and
which some atiera pís have been made to restore.
The Spanish aniiquaries have no hesiíation Inas-
cribiag it to íhe time of Trajan. A league to the
ÚgM e£ the road is ano;her monumení. much



more decayed, and known by the appellation of
the tower of the Scipios, because tradition asserís

that two Romans of that ñame were there iu-
terred. Though all iís figures are defaced by
time^ the spectaíor may still áisiinguish two

slaves ia the aítituáe of grief.
Alittle beyond íhe triümphal arch, you come

to íhe handsome village ofAltafolla, in a charm-
ing situation and ío another called Torre del Em-

barr, seaíed on an eminence by the sea-side, The
latíer has a kind of road which is visited by a few
vessels.

Allíhis counírv throus-h which we traveiled in
tí o

íhe begianing ofMarch, which, in Catalonia, is
íhe most agreeable season of íhe year, was partid

cularly pleasant on account of the mildness of
íhe air, the variety ofcultiyaíiou, aad the beauty
of many situations, We had nothing to find
fault wiíhbut the roughness of íhe roads. This
cause ofcomplaint has been, ía agreai meagure,

removed by the works undertaken in 1802.
A few leagues beyond Torre del Embarr, isO tí

the large village of Vendré!!, where Áubert, íhe
French cónsul at Barcelona had some possessions,
With pleasure Iobserved in iís neighbourhood,
ahandsome newlybuil'tmansión, íhaí really deserví
edthenameof acountry-house, agreeably situated
oa the side ofa hill. Iwas iufónned thaí ithad
been recentíy erected, and was constanily inha-
bited by M. Pera de Sóulés, who, unlike most


