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separates it from the suburbs ; it has two bridges, within musket-
shot of each other; one of wood, said to be more beautiful than
any other of the like materials in Furope; the other, of free-
stone, consisting of seven arches, the largest of which is 122
feet in diameter; the river is fordable above the city. Two
smaller rivers, the Galego and the Guerva, flow at a little
distance from the city, the one on the east, the other on the
west; the latter being separated from the walls only by the
breadth of the common road : both are received into the Ebro.
Unlike most other places of the peninsula, Zaragoza has neither
aqueduct nor fountains, but derives its water wholly from the
viver. The people of Tortosa, (and probably of the other towns
upon its course,) drink also of the Ebro, preferring it to the
finest spring; the water is of a dirty red colour, but, having
stood a few hours, it becomes perfectly clear, and has a softness
and pleasantness of taste, which soon induces strangers to agree
with the natives in their preference of it. The population was
stated in the census of 1787 at 42,600; that of 1797, excellent
as it is in all other respects, has the fault of not specifying the
places in each district; later accounts computed its inhabitants
at 60,000, and it was certainly one of the largest cities in the
peninsula. It had twelve gates, four of them in the old wall of
Augustus, by whom the older town of Salduba upon the same
site was enlarged, beautified, and called Casarea-Augusta, or
Ceesaraugusta; a word easily corrupted into its * present name.

The whole city is built of brick; even the convents and
churches were of this coarse material, which was bad of its
kind, so that there were cracks in most of these edifices from

* The Spaniards, by a more curious corruption, call Syracuse, Zaragoza de
Sicilia.
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top to bottom. The houses are not so high as they usually are
in old Spanish towns, their general height being only three
stories ; the streets are, as usual, very narrow and crooked;
there are, however, open market-places; and one very wide,
long, and regularly built street, formerly called the Calle Santa,
having been the scene of many martyrdoms, but now more com-
monly known by the name of the Cozo. The people, like the
rest of the Aragonese, and their neighbours, the Catalans, have
been always honourably distinguished in Spanish history for
their love of liberty ; and the many unavailing struggles which
they have made during the last four centuries, had not abated
their attachment to the good principles of their forefathers.
Within the peninsula, (and once indeed throughout the whole of
Catholic Europe,) Zaragoza was famous as the city of our Lady
of the Pillar, whose legend is still so firmly believed by the
people, and most of the clergy in Spain, that it was frequently
appealed to in the proclamations of the different generals and
Juntas, as one of the most popular articles of the national faith.
The legend is this: when the apostles, after the resurrection,
separated and went to preach the gospel in different parts of
the world, St.James the elder, (or Santiago, as he may more
properly be called in his mythological history,) departed for
Spain, which province Christ himself had previously com-
mended to his care. When he went to kiss the hand of the
Virgin, and request her leave to set off, and her blessing, she
commanded him, in the name of her Son, to build a church to her
honour in that city of Spain wherein he should make the greatest
number of converts, adding, that she would give him farther
instructions concerning the edifice upon the spot. Santiago set
sail, landed in Galicia, and, having preached with little suc-
cess through the northern provinces, reached Ceesarea-Augusta,
Where he made eight disciples. One night, after he had been con-
VOL. I. 3F
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CHAP. versing and praying with them as usual on the banks of the river,

IX.

they fell asleep, and just at midnight the apostle heard heavenly

1808. voices sing, Ave Maria gratia plena! He fell on his knees, and

June.

instantly beheld the Virgin upon a marble pillar in the midst
of a choir of angels, who went through the whole of her matin
service. When this was ended, she bade him build her church
around that pillar, which his Lord, her blessed Son, had sent
him by the hands of his angels; there, she told him, that pillar
was to remain till the end of the world, and great mercies would
be vouchsafed there to those who supplicated for them in her
name. Having said this, the angels transported her back to her
house at Jerusalem, (for this was before the Assumption) and
Santiago, in obedience, erected upon that spot the first church
which was ever dedicated to the Virgin*. Cathedral service was
performed both in this church and in the see, and the meetings

* Hist. Apparitionis Deipare supra Columnam, Beato Jacobo apud Cesaragustam
predicante. Ex cod. membraneo, qui in Archivo Sancte Maria de Pilari asservatur.
Espana Sagrada, t. xxx. p. 426. Risco adds to this account, the Collect, which, from
time immemorial, has been used in the Church of the Pillar. It may be added here as
a curiosity for those who are not accustomed to such things. Omnipotens aterne Deus,
qui Sacratissimam Virginem matrem tuam inter choros Angelorum super columna
marmorea a te ab alto emissa venire, dum adhuc viveret, dignatus est, ut Basilica de
Pilari in ¢jus honorem a Protomartyre apostolorum Jacobo suisque sanctissimis dis=

- cipulis edificaretur; presta quesumus ut ¢jus meritis et zntercesszone Jiat impetrabile

quod fida mente poscimus. Qui vivas et regnas, &c.

The French, as may be supposed, ridicule this fable; but, it is Worthy of remark,
that, in the early part of the last century, the Spanish annalist, Ferreras, represented
the story as of doubtful authority; his book passed through the hands of the usual
censors, and was printed; and then Philip V. the first of the Bourbon dynasty in
Spain, a Frenchman by birth and education, personally interfered, commanded Fer-
reras to cancel the heretical leaf, and sent the edict in which this was decreed to Zara-

goza, there to be deposited among the archives of the Virgin’s church, in proof of his
especial devotion to our Lady of the Pillar.
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of the chapter were held alternately in each. The interior
of each was of the most imposing® kind. When the elder of
these joint cathedrals was erected, Pope Gelasius granted in-
dulgencies to all persons who would contribute toward the work,
and thus introduced a practice which contributed as much to
the grandeur and magnificence of ecclesiastical architecture, as
to laxity of morals and the prevalence of superstition.

Many mournful scenes of bigotry and superstition have been
exhibited in Zaragoza; but, in these fiery trials which Buona-
parte’s tyranny was preparing for the inhabitants, the dross and
tinsel of their faith disappeared, and its pure gold remained.
The French, accustomed as they were to undervalue the Spanish
character, had spoken with peculiar contempt of the Zaragozans.
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¢ Few persons,” they said, ‘“ are to be seen among them who -
p ) y

distinguish themselves by their dress; there is little of that
elegant attire so observable in large cities. All'is serious and
regular, . . dull and monotonous. The place seems without any
kind of resource, because the inhabitants use no effort to obtain
any ;. .accustomed to a state of apathy and languor, they have
not an idea of the possibility of shaking it off4.” With this
feeling, equally despising the strength of the place, and the
character of the people, the French proceeded to besiege the
capital of Aragon. A party of their cavalry entered the town

* ¢ Here,” says Mr. Townsend, ¢ I forgot all the hardships and fatigues which
we had suffered in this long journey : nay, had I travelled all the way on foot, I would
have freely done it to enjoy the sight of these cathedrals. That which is called EZ
Aseu is vast, gloomy, and magnificent ; it excites devotion, inspires awe, and inclines
the worshipper to fall prostrate, and to adore in silence the God who seems to veil his
glory. The other, called El Pilar, spacious, lofty, light, elegant, and cheerful, inspires
hope, confidence, complacency, and makes the soul impatient to express its gratitude
for benefits received.”

+ Laborde.
3r 2
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on the 14h, perhaps in pursuit of the retreating patriots; they
thought to scour the streets, but they were soon made to feel,
that the superiority of disciplined soldiers to citizens exists
only in the field.

On the following morning, the French, with part of their
force, attacked the outposts upon the canal, and, with their main
body, attempted to storm the city by the gate called Portillo.
A desperate conflict ensued. 'The Aragonese fought with a
spirit worthy of their cause. They had neither time, nor room,
nor necessity for order. Their cannon, which they had hastily
planted before the gates, and in the best situations without the
town, were served by any persons who happened to be near
them ; any one gave orders who felt himself competent to take
the command. A party of the enemy entered the city, and were
all slain. Lefebvre perceived that it was hopeless to persist in
the attack with his present force, and drew off his troops, having
suffered great loss. The patriots lost about 2000 men killed, and
as many wounded. In such a conflict the circumstances are so
materially in favour of the defendants, that the carnage made -
among the French must have been much greater. Some part of
their baggage and plunder was abandoned in their retreat. The
conquerors would have exposed themselves by a rash pursuit,
but Palafox exhorted them not to be impatient, telling them, that
the enemy would give them frequent opportunities to display
their courage. While he thus restrained their impetuosity, he
continued to excite their zeal. This victory, he said, was but
the commencement of the triumphs which they were to expect.
under the powerful assistance of their divine patrons. The
precious blood of their brethren had been shed in the field of
glory, . . on their own soil. Those blessed martyrs required new
victims ; let us, he added, prepare for the sacrifice!

The Zaragozans had obtained only a respite ; defeated as he
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was, Lefebvre had only removed beyond the reach of their guns;
his troops were far superior to any which they could bring against
him ; and it was not to be doubted that he would soon return in
greater force, to take vengeance for the repulse and the disgrace
which he had suffered. A regular siege was to be expected ;
how were the citizens to sustain it with their brick walls, without
heavy artillery, and without troops who could sally to interrupt
the besiegers in their works? In spite of all these discouraging
circumstances, confiding in God and their own courage, they
determined to defend the streets to the last extremity. Palafox,
immediately after the repulse of the enemy, set out to muster
reinforcements, to provide such resources for the siege as he
could, and to place the rest of Aragon in a state of defence, if
the capital should fall. He was accompanied by Col. Butron,
his friend and aide-de-camp; Lieut.-Colonel Beillan, of the
engineers ; Padre Basilio, and Tio Jorge. With these com-
panions and a small escort he left the city by the suburbs, crossed
the Ebro at Pina, and collecting on the way about 1400 soldiers
who had escaped from Madrid, formed a junction at Belchite
with Baron Versage and some newly raised troops from Cala-
tayud. Their united numbers amounted to some 7000 men,
with 100 horse and four pieces of artillery. Small as this force
was, and still more inefficient for want of discipline than of
numerical strength, Palafox resolved upon making an attempt
with it to succour the city. The prudence of this determination
was justly questioned by some; others proposed the strange
measure of marching to Valencia ; this probably originated with
some of the stray soldiers who were at liberty to seek their
fortune where they pleased, and the proposal was so well re-
ceived that a considerable party prepared to set off in that
direction, without orders. But Palafox called them together,
exhorted them to do their duty, and offered passports to as many
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as chose to leave him in the moment of danger. 'The conse-
quence of this offer was, that not a man departed. From Al-
munia, where he had rested a day, he then marched towards
Epila, thinking to advance to the village of La Muela, and thus
place the invaders between his little army and the city, in the
hope of cutting them off from their reinforcements. = Lefebvre
prevented this, by suddenly attacking him at Epila, on the night
of the 28d : after a most obstinate resistance, the superior arms
and discipline of the French were successful. The wreck of
this gallant band retreated to Calatayud, and afterwards, with
great difficulty, threw themselves into Zaragoza.

The besiegers’ army was soon reinforced by General Verdier,
with 2500 men, besides some battalions of Portugueze, who,
according to the devilish system of Buonaparte’s tyranny, had
been forced out of their own country, to be pushed on in the
foremost ranks, wherever the first fire of a battery was to be re-
ceived, a line of bayonets clogged, or a ditch filled, with bodies.
They occupied the best positions in the surrounding plain, and,
on the 27th, attacked the city and the Torrero; but they were
repulsed with the loss of 800 men, six pieces of artillery, and
five carts of ammunition. By this time, they had invested nearly
half the town. The next morning they renewed. the attack at
both places; from the city they were again repulsed, losing
almost all the cavalry who were engaged. But the Torrero was
lost through the alleged miscoriduct of an artillery officer, who
was charged with having made his men abandon the batteries at
the most critical moment. For this he was condemned to run
the gauntlet six times, the soldiers beating him with their ram-
rods, and after this cruelty he was shot.

The French, having now received a train of mortars, howit-
zers, and twelve-pounders, which were of sufficient calibre
against mud walls, kept up a constant fire, and showered down
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shells and grenades from the Torrero. About twelve hundred cHAP
were thrown into the town, and there was not one building that e
was bomb proof within the walls. After a time, the inhabitants 1808.
_placed beams of timber together, endways, against the houses, _ 7 _
in a sloping direction, behind which those who were near when

a shell fell, might shelter themselves. The enemy continued

also to invest the city more closely, while the Aragonese made

every effort to strengthen their means of defence. They tore

down the awnings from their windows, and formed them into
sacks, which they filled with sand, and piled up before the gates,

in the form of a battery, digging round it a deep trench. They

broke holes for musketry in the walls and intermediate build-

ings, and stationed cannon where the position was favourable

for it. The houses in the environs were destroyed. ¢ Gar-

dens and olive grounds,” says an eye-witness, ‘* that in better

times had been the recreation and support of their owners, were
cheerfully rooted up by the proprietors themselves, wherever

they impeded the defence of the city, or covered the approach

of the enemy.” Women of all ranks assisted; they formed o
themselves into companies, some to relieve the wounded, some women.
to carry water, wine, and provisions, to those who defended the

gates. The Countess Burita instituted a corps for this service ; Countes
she was young, delicate, and beautiful. In the midst of the :
most tremendous fire of shot and shells, she was seen coolly
attending to those occupations which were now become her
duty; nor throughout the whole of a two months’ siege did the
imminent danger, to which she incessantly exposed herself, pro-

duce the slightest apparent effect upon her, or in the slightest
degree bend her from her heroic purpose. Some of the monks

bore arms ; others exercised their spiritual offices to the dying :

others, with the nuns, were busied in making cartridges which
the children distributed.
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Among threescore thousand persons there will always be found
some wicked enough for any employment, and the art of cor-
rupting has constituted great part of the French system of war.,
During the night of the 28th the powder magazine, in the area
where the bull-fights were performed, which was in the very
heart of the city, was blown up, by which fourteen houses
were destroyed, and about 200 persons killed. This was the
signal for the enemy to appear before three gates which had
been sold to them. And while the inhabitants were digging out
their fellow-citizens from the ruins, a fire was opened upon
them with mortars, howitzers, and cannons, which had now
been received for battering the town. Their attack seemed
chiefly to be directed against the gate called Portillo, and a large
square building near it, without the walls, and surrounded by a
deep ditch ; though called a castle, it served only for a prison.
The sand-bag battery before this gate was frequently destroyed,
and as often reconstructed under the fire of the enemy. The
carnage here throughout the day was dreadful. Augustina
Zaragoza, a handsome woman of the lower class, about twenty-
two years of age, arrived at this battery with refreshments, at
the time when not a man who defended it was left alive, so
tremendous was the fire which the French kept up against it.
For a moment the citizens hesitated to re-man the guns. Augus-
tina sprung forward over the dead and dying, snatched a match
from the hand of a dead artilleryman, and fired off a six-and-
twenty-pounder; then, jumping upon the gun, made a solemn
vow never to quit it alive during the siege. Such a sight could
not but animate with fresh courage all who beheld it. The
Zaragozans rushed into the battery, and renewed their fire with
greater vigour than ever, and the French were repulsed here,
and at all other points, with great slaughter. On the morning

of this day a fellow was detected going out of the city with letters
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to Murat. It was not till after these repeated proofs of treason-
able practices, that the French residents in Zaragoza, with other
suspected persons, were taken into custody.

Lefebvre now supposing that his destructive bombardment
must have dismayed the people, and convinced them how im-
possible it was for so defenceless a city to persist in withstand-
ing him, again attempted to force his way into the town, think-
ing that, as soon as his troops could effect a lodgement within
the gates, the Zaragozans would submit. On the 2d of July, a
column of his army marched out of their battery, which was
almost within musket-shot of the Portillo, and advanced towards
it with fixed bayonets, and without firing a shot. But when
they reached the castle, such a discharge of grape and musketry
was opened upon their flank, that, notwithstanding the most
spirited exertions of their officers, the column immediately dis-
persed. The remainder of their force had been drawn up to
support their attack, and follow them into the city; but it was
impossible to bring them a second time to the charge. The
general, however, ordered another column instantly to advance
against the gate of the Carmen, on the left of the Portillo. This
entrance was defended by a sand-bag battery, and by musketeers,
who lined the walls on each side, and commanded two out of
three approaches to it; and here also the French suffered great
loss, and were repulsed.

The military men in Zaragoza considered these attacks as
extremely injudicious. Lefebvre probably was so indignant at
meeting with any opposition from a people whom he despised,
and a place which, according to the rules and pedantry of war,
was not tenable, that he lost his temper, and thought to subdue
them the shortest way, by mere violence and superior force.
Having found his mistake, he proceeded to invest the city still
more closely. In the beginning of the siege, the besieged re-
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