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CHAP. upheld with their lives ; and that he declared himself the 
Jy~L¿ enemy of any man who should advise the King to derógate in 
1808. one point from the honour of their free country! They re-
_•*"*• minded them of the baseness, the perfidy, and the cruelty which 

they had already experienced from that proud and treacherous 
tyrant, who arrogates (said they) to himself the title of Arbiter 
of Destinies, because he has succeeded in oppressing the French 
nation, without recollecting that he himself is mortal, and that 
he only holds the power delegated to him for our chastisement. 
Had he not, under the faith of treaties, drawn away their soldiers 
to the Baltic ? had he not, in the character of a friend and ally, 
marched his troops into the very capital, and made himself 
master of the frontier fortresses, then robbed them of their King 
and the whole of their royal family, and usurped their govern-
ment ? What if they perished in resisting thése barbarians ? 
" I t is better (said they) to die in defence of y our religión and 
independence, and upon your own native soil, than be led bound 
to slaughter, and waste your blood for the aggrandizement of 
his ambition. The French conscription comprises you. If you 
do not serve your country, you will be forced away to perish in 
the North. We lose nothing; for, even should we fall, we shall 
have freed ourselves, by a glorious death, from the intolerable 
burden of a foreign yoke. What worse atrocities would the 
worst savages have perpetrated, than those which the rufnans of 
this tyrant have committed ? They have profaned our temples, 
they have massacred our brethren, they have assailed our wives; 
more than 2000 of the people of Madrid, of that city where they 
had been so hospitably received, they have murdered in cold 
blood, for no other cause than for having defended their fa-
milies and themselves. To arms! to arms !. .Will you bend your 
necks to the yoke ? Will you allow yourselves to be insulted by 
injuries the most perfidious, the most wicked, the most disgrace-
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ful, committed in the face of the whole world ? Will you submit CHAP. 
to the humiliating slavery which is prepared for you ? To arms ! <^1\¿ 
to arms ! . . not like the monster who oppresses you, for the in- 1808. 
dulgence of an insatiable ambit ion; not, like him, to viólate ****_ 
the law of nations and the rights of h u m a n i t y , . . not to render 
yourselves odious to mankind ; . . but to assist your countrymen, 
to rescue your King from captivity; to restore to your govern-
ment liberty, energy, and vigour; to preserve your own lives 
and those of your children ; to maintain the uncontrolled right 
of enjoying and disposing of your property; and to assert the 
independence of Spain. . . The time is come; the nation has 
resumed the sovereign authority, which, under such circum-
stances, devolves upon it. Let us be worthy of ourselves ! Let 
us perpetúate the renown of our fathers! A whole people is 
more powerful than disciplined armies. Spain will inevitably 
conquer in a cause the most just that ever raised the deadly 
weapons of war ; she fights, not for the concerns of a day, but 
for the security and happiness of ages ; . . not for an insulated 
privilege, but for all the rights of human nature ; . . not for tem­
poral blessings, but for eternal happiness ; . . not for the benefit 
of one nation, but for all mankind, and even for Trance itself. 
Humanity does not always shudder at the sound of w a r , . . the 
slow and interminable evils of slavery are a thousand times more 
to be abho r r ed ; . . there is a kind of peace more fatal than the field 
of battle, drenched with blood, and strewn with the bodies of the 
slain. Such is the peace in which the metrópolis of Spain is held 
by the enemy. The most respectable citizen there is exposed 
to the insolence of the basest French ruffian; a t every step he 
has to endure at least the insult of being eyed with the disdain 
of the conqueror towards the conquered. The inhabitants of 
Madrid, strangers, as it were, and by sufferance in their own 
houses, cannot enjoy one momentos tranquillity. The public 
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CHAP. festivals, established by immemorial custom, the attendance on 
, J \ _ , religious ordinances, are considered as pretexts for insurrection, 
1808. and threatened with being interrupted by discharges of cannon. 
__June' The slightest noise makes the citizen tremble in the bosom oí" 

his family. From time to time the enemy run to arms, in order 
to keep up the terror impressed by the massacres of the 2d and 
3d of May. Madr id is a prison, where the jailors take pleasure 
in terrifying the prisoners for the purpose of keeping them quiet 
by perpetual fear. But the Spaniards have not yet lost their 
count ry! . . Those fields which, for so rnany years, have seen no 
steel except that of the ploughshare, are about to become the 
new eradle of their freedom ! Life or death in such a cause, and 
in such times, are indifferent. You who return will be received 
by your country as her deliverers! and you whom Heaven has 
destined to secure, with your blood, the independence of our 
native land, . . the honour of our women, . . the purity of our 
holy faith, . . you will not dread the anguish of the last moments. 
Remember what tears of grateful love will be shed over your 
g raves , . . what fervent prayers will be sent up for you to the 
Almighty Father of Mercies. Le t all Spain become a camp ; 
let her population become an armed host ; let our youths fly to 
the defence of the state, for the son should fall before the father 
appears in the ranks of battle. And you, tender mothers, af-
fectionate wives, fair maidens, do not retain within your em­
braces the objeets of your love, until, from victory returned, 
they deserve your afFection. They withdraw from you not to 
fight for a tyrant, but for their G o d ; for a monarch worthy the 
veneration of his people ; for yourselves, and for your com-
panions. Instead of regretting their departure, sing ye, like 
Spartan women, the song of jubilee !. . The noble matrons, the 
delicate maidens, even the austere religious recluse nuns, they 
too must take a part in this holy cause ; let them send up their 
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prayers to Heaven for the success of our undertaking, and CHAP. 
minister, in their domestic economy, to the necessities of their 
warlike sons and brethren." 1808. 

The popular faith as well as the patriotism of the Spaniards . June- . 
was roused. They were told to implore the aid of the Imma-
culate Conception; of Santiago, so often the patrón and com-
panion in victory of their ancestors ; of our Lady of Battles, 
whose image is worshipped in the most ancient temple of Co-
vadonga, and who had there so signally assisted Pelayo in the 
íirst great overthrow of the Moorish invaders. The fire flamed 
higher for this holy oil of superstition; but it was kindled and fed 
by noble pride, and brave shame and indignation; by the remem-
brance of what their forefathers had been, and the thought of 
what their children were to be. While the leaders thus availed 
themselves of popular faith, they called upon the clergy for those 
sacrifices which the circumstances of the country rendered ne-
cessary: " Venerable orders of religión," said they, "wi thhold 
not the supplies which are required for the common cause ! If 
your virtue did not impel you to oífer this assistance, your in-
terest would extort i t ; for your political existence,. . the pos-
session of your proper ty , . . your individual security, . . all de-
pend upon the issue of this war. But Spain this day receives 
from her favourite sons proofs of their affection and gratitude, 
for the riches she has bestowed, and the splendour she has con-
ferred, for her pious generosity, and her ardent zeal, in sustain-
ing the religión and the customs of their fathers." And to the 
honour of the clergy, no men exerted themselves more strenu-
ously in the common cause; a conduct the more praiseworthy, 
after the submission of their Primate, and the infamous part 
which the Inquisition had taken. 

While the other Juntas acted independentlv each in their Proclama. 
x J tion ofthe 

Province, and prepared rather for local and immediate danger f^ef 
than for any regular system of general defence, the J u n t a of 
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CHAP. Seville assumed a higher authority, and took upon itself, as if 
^Y]_> by delegation, the duty of providing for the country in this 
1808. extreme necessity. " The King ," they said in their proclamation 
-*"""• to the people of Spain, " to whom we all swore allegiance with 

emotions of joy unprecedented in history, has been decoyed 
from us. The fundamental laws of our monarchy are trampled 
under foot; our property, our customs, our wives . . all which 
the nation holds most dear, are threatened. Our holy religión, 
our only hope, is doomed to perdition, or will be reduced to 
mere external appearances, without support and without pro-
tection. And a foreign power has done t h i s , . . not by dint of 
arms, but by deceit and treachery, by converting the very per-
sons who cali themselves the heads of our government, into in-
struments of these atrocious acts ; persons who, either from the 
baseness of their sentiments, from fear, or perhaps from other 
motives, which time or justice will unfold, hesitate not to sacri-
fice their country. I t therefore became necessary to break the 
shackles, which prevented the Spaniards from displaying that 
generous ardour that in all ages has covered them with glory; 
that noble courage, with which they have always defended their 
honour, their laws, their monarchs, and their religión. The 
people of Seville assembled accordingly on the 27th of M a y ; 
and, through the médium of all their magistrates, of all their 
constituted authorities, and of the most respectable individuáis 
of every rank, this Supreme Council of Government was formed, 
invested with all necessary powers, and charged to defend the 
country, the religión, the laws, and the King. We accept the 
heroic t rus t ; we swear to discharge it, and we reckon on the 
strength and energy of the whole nation. We have again pro-
claimed Ferdinand V I I . . . again sworn allegiance to him, . • 
sworn to die in his defence; this was the signal of happiness 
and unión, and will prove such to all Spain. 

" A Council of Government had scarce been formed, when 
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it violated the most sacred laws of the realm. A president was CHAP. 
appointed without any authority whatever, and who, had he had . ' 
any lawful title, hastened to forfeit it. In addition to his being 1808. 
a foreigner, which was a legal objection, he acted for the de- -/"""' 
struction of the very monarchy from which he received his ap-
pointment, and of the laws, which alone could sanction it. Under 
these circumstances we could not restrain our loyalty, much less 
could we viólate the sacred engagements, which we had before 
contracted as Spaniards, as subjects, as Christians, as freemen, 
independent of all foreign authority and power. Ñor could the 
interference of the first tribunal of the nation, the Council of 
Castille, check or control our exertions. The weakness of that 
Council became obvious from the wavering and contradictory 
proceedings which it adopted in the most momentous situation 
wherein the nation ever hath been placed, when the Council 
ought to have displayed that heroic firmness, with which number-
less motives and its own honour called upon it to act. The order 
tamely to submit to, and circuíate and obey the act of abdication 
in favour of a foreign prince, was the consummation of its weak­
ness, perhaps of its infamy. That abdication was evidently void 
and illegal from want of authority in him who made i t ; the 
monarchy was not his, ñor was Spain composed of animáis sub-
ject to the absolute control of their owners ; . . his accession to 
the throne was founded on his royal descent, and on the funda­
mental laws of the realm. I t is void on account of the state of 
violence in which it was m a d e ; . . it is void, because the pub-
Hshed act of abdication of King Ferdinand V I L and of his 
únele and brother, was made in the same state of compulsión, 
as is expressly declared in the very act i t se l f ; . . it is void, be-
cause many royal personages, possessed of the right of inherit-
ance to the crown, have not relinquished that right, but preserve 
it entire. 
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CHAP. " The French ruler summoned the Spanish nation : he chose 

._Y*m¡.. such deputies as best suited his purpose, and in a despotic 
1808. manner appointed them to delibérate in a foreign country on 
JÍ™1;= the most sacred interests of the natión, while he publicly declared 

that a private and respectful letter, written to him by Ferdinand 
V I I . at the time when he was Prince of Asturias, was a criminal 
performance, injurious to the rights of sovereignty. I t is, indeed, 
a heinous offence, it is rebellion, when an independent nation 
submits to the control of a foreign prince, and discusses in his 
presence, and under his decisión, its most sacred rights and 

public welfare. 
" He has resorted to many other means to deceive us. He 

has distributed libéis to corrupt the public opinión, in which, 
under the strongest professions of respect for the laws, and for 
religión, he insults both, leaving no means untried, however in-
famous they may be, to bend our necks under an iron yoke, and 
make us his slaves. He assures the public, that the supreme 
pontiff and vicar of Jesús Christ approves and sanctions his 
proceedings; while it is notorious, that, in sight of all Europe, 
he has despoiled him of his dominions, and forced him to dismiss 
his Cardinals, in order to prevent him from directing and go-
verning the whole church, in the manner sanctioned by our 
Saviour Jesús Christ. 

" Spaniards, every consideration calis on us to unite and 
frústrate views so atrocious. N o revolution exists in Spain; 
our solé object is to defend what we hold most sacred, against 
him, who, under the cloak of alliance, intended to wrest it from 
us, and who would despoil us, without fighting, of our laws, our 
monarchs, and our religión. Let us, therefore, sacrifice every 
thing to a cause so j u s t ; and, if we are to lose our all, let us 
lose it fighting, and like generous men. Join, therefore, a l l : let 
us commit to the wisest among us in all the provinces the im-
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portant trust of preserving the public opinión, and refuting those CHAP. 
insolent libéis which are replete with the most atrocious false- V L > 
hoods. Let every one exert himself in his way; and let the 1808. 
church of Spain incessantly implore the assistance of the God _^au-
of Hosts, whose protection is secured to us by the evident justice 
of our cause. Europe will applaud our eíForts, and hasten to 
our assistance. Italy, Germany, and the whole north, suíFering 
under the despotism of the French nation, will eagerly avail 
themselves of the opportunity held out to them by Spain, to 
shake off the yoke and recover their liberty, their laws, their 
monarchs, and all they have been robbed of by that nation. 
France herself will hasten to erase the stain of infamy which 
must cover the instruments of deeds so treacherous and heinous. 
She will not shed her blood in so vile a cause. She has already 
suffered too much under the idle pretext of a peace and happi-
ness which never carne, and which can never be attained but 
under the empire of reason, peace, religión, and laws, and in a 
state where the rights of other nations are respected and observed. 

" Spaniards, your native country, your property, your laws, 
your liberty, your King, your religión, nay, your hopes in a 
better world, which that religión can alone devise to you and 
your descendants, are at s t a k e , . . are in great and imminent 
danger!" 

Admirable as this address is, one grievous error was com- zureetüm 
mitted in it, the precursor of others, and in itself of the most dnctingthe 
dangerous and fatal tendency. I t was said, " that the number 
of the enemy's troops was not so great as the French stated with 
a view of intimidating the Spaniards ; and that the positions 
which they had taken were exactly those in which they could 
be conquered and defeated in the easiest manner." Whatever 
momentary advantage might be hoped for by thus deceiving the 
people as to the extent of their danger, was sure to be counter-
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CHAP. balanced tenfold whenever they were undeceived, as inevitably 
v * , they would be. This error was the more remarkable, because 

1808. they were well aware of the enemy's strength, and perceived 
J™e- also in what manner it was to be opposed with the greatest pro-

bability of success. Eor this purpose they strenuously recom-
mended in an address concerning the conduct of the war, that 
all general actions should be avoided as perfectly hopeless, and 
in the highest degree dangerous. A war of partizans was the 
system which suited them ; their business should be incessantly 
to harass the enemy; for which species of warfare the nature of 
the country was particularly favourable. I t was indispensable, 
they said, that each province should have its general ; but, as 
nothing could be done without a combined plan, it was equally 
indispensable that there should be three generalissimos, one 
commanding in Andalusia, Murcia, and Lower Estremadura; 
one in Gallicia, Upper Estremadura, the Castilles, and León; 
one in Valencia, Aragón, and Catalonia. These generalissimos 
should keep up a frequent communication with each other, and 
with the provincial generáis, that they might act by common 
accord, and assist each other. A particular general was re-
quired for the provinces of Madrid and La Mancha, whose 
only object should be to distress the enemy, to cut oíf their pro-
visions, to harass them in flank and in rear, and not leave them 
a moment of repose. Another generalissimo was necessary for 
Navarre , the Biscayan provinces, Asturias, Rioja, and the north 
of Oíd Castille; this being the most important station of all. 
His whole business should be to prevent the entrance of Erench 
troops into Spain, and to cut off the retreat of those who were 
flying out of it. I t was recommended that frequent proclama-
tions should be issued, showing the people that it was better to 
die in defence of their liberties than to give themselves up like 
sheep, as their late infamous government would have done-


