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The vigour which they had shown in thus asserting their CHAP. 
authority was not belied by their subsequent conduct. Their V I 

first measure was to establish, in all towns within their jurisdic- 1308 
tion, containing 2000 householders, corresponding Juntas , who _5a> 
were to enlist all the inhabitants between the ages of sixteen T,hes **• 

° clare war 

and forty-five, and embody them. Funds were to be raised by a§^e 

order of the Supreme Junta , by taxes on all corporations and rich 
individuáis ; and, above all, by voluntary subseriptions. They 
declared war against the Emperor Napoleón and against France, 
in the ñame of Ferdinand and of all the Spanish nation, protest-
ing that they would not lay down their arms till that Emperor 
restored to them the whole of their Royal Family, and respected 
the rights, liberty, and independence of the nation which he had 
violated. This, said they, we declare with the understanding 
and accordance of the Spanish people. By the same declara-
tion, they made known that they had contracted an armistice 
with England, and that they hoped to conclude a lasting peace. 

Solano was at this time on the frontiers with his armv, having soiamhai-
J ® tates to ra­

been recalled from Portugal. If any man in such times could "£"•<*««»'tó 

rely for security upon his character, his popularity, and the 
whole tenor of his life, this nobleman might have felt himself 
secure. The arbitrary authority which he possessed at Cádiz had 
always been exercised for the good of the inhabitants and the 
improvement of the c i ty : the military and naval officers re­
spected him, the higher orders were his personal friends, and 
the populace looked with full confidence to his justice. N o one 
more deeply felt and regretted the decline and degradation of 
Spain; yet had he partaken of its degradation, for he resigned 
himself to it, and despairing of his country, would have sub-
mitted to a nominal reform of government imposed by a foreign 
power, and under an intrusive dynasty. Upon the first move-
ments at Seville, he hastened thi ther; and Saavedra, P . Gil, 
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CHAP. Count de Tilly, and others, who were willing to stand forward 
^Jy^j against the usurpation, and encourage a spirit from whicli every 
1808. thing might be hoped, communicated their desires and intentions 

¡u^';_f to him, as a true Spaniard, whose genuino patriotism could not 
be called in question. But Solano was one of those persons 
who believed the power of the P rend í to be irresistible; the 
leadme men whose opinions were most conformable to his own, 
and who, till this fatal time of trial, had been thought capable 
and desirous of introducing those reforms which the system of 
administration required, had submitted to Buonaparte's plea-
sure ; and while they, in common with all the constituted autho-
rities in the metrópolis, in the most earnest terms exhorted their 
countrymen to submission, the French, he knew, were ready 
to march troops wherever their presence might be required, 
and to repress an insurrection as promptly and severely in Se-
ville as they had done at Madrid. He was not aware that the 
spirit which had manifested itself at Madrid, and was ready to 
break out in Seville, was felt at that time throughout every city 
and every village in the Península. A proper fear also lest the 
people should possess themselves of power which they would 
certainly abuse, influenced him also; and determining hastily 
to support what appeared to him the cause of order and the 
laws, he received the Communications which were made to him 
with coldness and distrust, required time to delibérate before he 
could assent to their views, and hastened with alí speed to re­
sume his command at Cádiz, and preserve that important city 
for the intrusive government. 

iie refute* There he gave out that he had returned thus suddenlv to 
the assist- ^ c-1 v 
aBritííthe P r o v ^ e against a bombardment of the city which the English 
squadron. w e r e about to commence. This gave him a pretext for removing 

cannon from the land side, in order to strenffthen the bat-
teries toward the sea; it is said that he removed the military 
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stores also, under pretence that the casemates would be wanted CHAP. 
aS shelter for the inhabitants; and that he sent to the French ' , 
General Dupont, who had been ordered to Andalusia, urging 1808. 
him to hasten thither by forced marches. The truth of these , ^ ' 
reports it is impossible to ascertain; and some who knew and 
loved Solano have asserted their belief, that if he had lived to 
witness the national virtue which was so soon afterwards dis-
played, he would have been one of the most ardent and able 
supporters of the national cause. Admiral Purvis, who com-
manded the British squadron before Cádiz, sent in fiags of truce, 
and offered to co-operate with him against the French, who had 
five sail of the line and a frigate, under Admiral Rossilly, then 
lying in the bay; oíFers of assistance on the part of England 
were also made by the governor of Gibraltar, Sir Hugh 
Dalrymple, who was already in communication with General 
Castaños, then commanding the Spanish forcé in the camp of 
St. Roque. Solano replied, that all overtures must be addressed 
to the government at Madrid, which was in fact declaring bis 
adherence to Joseph Buonaparte. 

Yet he appears to have wavered in purpose, if not in in- soianomm-
clination. As soon as the popular cause had obtained the amnciiof 
ascendancy at Seville, the Junta of that city sent out four 
artillery officers with dispatches to the commanders at Cádiz, 
Badajoz, Granada, and St. Roque, declaring, that in the pre-
sent dissolution of government, the duty of providing for the 
public weal had been committed to them, and informing them 
that war had been declared against France, and peace with 
England. The Conde de Teba, Cipriano Palafox, was the 
person entrusted with this mission to Cádiz: his brother, the 
Conde de Montijo, had taken a decided part in promoting the 
insurrection; and this young officer was charged with these 
dispatches not only because it was an honourable office, but 
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CHAP. because he was capable of explaining to Solano the state of 
^ 7 ^ aíFairs at Seville more fully than there had been time to do in 
1808. writing. Full of zeal in a cause which he afterwards deserted, 

Uay- he entered Cádiz craeking his whip like a courier, and com-
municated to the people who flocked about him, the news which 
he brouo-ht; which was also speedily diffused by means of 
private couriers, whom the merchants of Seville sent to their 
correspondents, and by the zeal of propagandists who, doubting 
the determination of the persons in authority, carne to make the 
people declare themselves. Solano was intímate with the Count 
de Teba, and, according to that nobleman's relation, would have 
considered himself criminal if he had acknowledged the autho­
rity of the Junta of Seville, derived, as he conceived it to be, 
merely from the people of that city in a state of insurrection; 
but he saw how dangerous it would now be openly to disclaim 
their authority, and therefore summoned to council all the ge­
neral officers, military and naval, eleven in number, who were 
within reach, and an address to the people was drawn up in their 

Theyex- n a m e . I t stated, that of all undertakings a war asainst Trance 
'I?™™! w a s ^ n e niost difficult, considering the numbers and discipline of 
wuh1/iÜ'ies t n e French a rmy; the want of Spanish troops, and the indis­

cipline of the new levies which might be raised. The right of 
declaring who were the enemies of the nation belonged, they 
said, exclusively to the King ; he had repeatedly assured them 
that the Trench were his friends and intímate allies j in that 
character they had entered Spain, and the King had not mani-
fested any change in his opinions concerning them; it was 
doubtful therefore whether he required from the people those 
sacrifices which were now called for. If nevertheless the people 
would decide upon war, they ought to know that great sacrifices 
must be made; men must be enrolled, embodied and disciplined, 
they must quit their homes for a long time, perhaps for ever, 
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and they who were not enrolled must return to their ordinary CHAP. 
state of tranquillity; for it was for soldiers alone to fight, while v——^, 
the other inhabitants of a country remained neutral and passive, 1808. 
as might be seen by the example of the Germans, the Prussians, MayL^ 
the Russians, and other nations. Were the people to act other-
wise, and take an active part , the enemy would plunder their 
houses, and lay waste every thing with fire and sword. More-
over the most dreadful disorganization of society would ensue; 
and the English who were in the bay might take advantage of 
this dissolution of government to get possession of the port and 
city, and convert Cádiz into a second Gibraltar. The governor 
and the eleven general officers whom he had assembled con-
curring in these views, laid their opinions, they said, before the 
people, who were now to determine what par t should be taken, 
and who could accuse no person of having deceived them, if the 
evils which were thus foreseen and foretold should in the event 
come upon them. But if, in despite of these representations, 
they persisted in the resolution of making war against the 
French, the generáis were ready to begin hostilities, that they 
might not be accused of having given their advice from pusil-
lanimity or any other motives unworthy of their patriotism, their 
honour, and their courage., 

The tenor of this address evinced little resentment of the Thepeopu 
wrongs of their country in the persons by whom it was framed ; TaUn^SZ 
and the manner in which it was published discovered as ex-
traordinary a want of judgement in the governor, as he had 
displayed in his legislative experiments at Setubal. Instead of 
waiting tul the next day, he increased the agitation and alarm of 
the people, ordering the address to be read at night in the streets 
by the light of torches, and summoning the restless part of the 
population, and alarming the peaceable, by the sound of mili-
tary music ; sure means of counteracting the sedative efFect 



278 HISTORY OF THE 

CHAP. which the proclamation was intended to produce. The bolder 
VI- spirits who were engaged in the better cause did not fail to 

^808 P e r c e i y e the advantage which the address afforded, by the heart-
>%• lessness of its reasoning, and its full recognition of the right of 

the people to direct the conduct of the governor. There was 
no rest for the inhabitants that n ight ; an answer was prepared 
to the generáis, which was brought by a disorderly multitude, 
bearing torches, at midnight, to the governor's palace. Solano 
was summoned to the balcony; and a young man, standing on 
the shoulders of one of the stoutest of his companions, read to 
him a writing in the ñame of the people, declaring that they had 
decided upon war, because they could confute all the reasons 
which had been advanced against i t ; and accordingly he read 
aloud an answer to the address, point by point. The mob 
applauded, and required that the French squadron should im-
mediately be summoned to surrender. Solano assured them 
that their wishes should be fulfilled, and that on the morrow all 
the general oflicers should be assembled in consequence. Had 
he sympathized with the national feeling, and given at first that 
assent which he now reluctantly yielded, he might have directed 
their ardour, and maintained subordination, though not tran-
quillity. But the populace had now gained head, and broken 
loóse, and at such times the bloodiest ruffian has always the 
most influence. 

soianojs p a r t of the mob went to the arsenal, and these were the 
advised to ' ' 

wükdrau: better-rninded Spaniards, who wanted arms, that they might 
use them in the defence of their country. They found no op-
position, because the soldiers every where partook of the general 
impulse of indignation against the French. Others broke open 
the prisons to deliver their friends and companions in guilt. 
The house of the French Cónsul was attacked and forced, for 
the purpose of putting him to death: he had taken refuge in the 
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Convent of St. Augustine, and from thence got on board the CHAP. 
French squadron. Murmurs were heard against Solano, as one " , 
who was disposed at heart to favour the enemy. The Count de 1808. 
Teba warned him that he was in danger, and advised him to Ma'J' 
give the command to D . Thomas de Moría (one of the generáis 
whom he had called to council,) and go with him to Seville, for 
the avowed purpose of obtaining the fullest information how to 
proceed in so important a crisis. Solano saw the prudence of 
this advice, but a sense of honour withheld him from following 
it, lest he should be suspected of cowardice; and as a second 
reason, he alleged a fear which his blind attachment to the 
French alone could have occasioned, that the English might 
take advantage of the confusión, and endeavour to make them-
selves masters of Cádiz ; as if England were the enemy whom 
the Spaniards had then cause to d read! 

On the morrow the general officers assembled for the second seismur-
P dered by the 

time, and about midday the people having collected to know their mob-
determination, they carne forward in the balcony, and Solano and 
Moría assured the multitude that every thing which they desired 
should be done, and therefore they might disperse, and go each to 
his home in peace. One man cried out that they did not choose 
to see the French colours flying. Solano asked where they were 
to be seen ? and upon being answered, on the French ships, he 
replied, that the naval officers and engineers were already 
instructed to take measures for obtaining possession of that 
squadron. They appeared satisfied with this, and Solano sate 
down to dinner. Before he had risen from table another mob 
arrived at the palace, with a man at their head who had formerly 
been a Carthusian, but had obtained leave to exchange that 
order for a less rigid one, in which he was now serving his 
noviciate. This man demanded to speak with the governor; 
an answer was returned, that the governor stood in need of rest, 
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CHAP. and that he had promised the people to fulfil their desires. The 
VT 

^^L^ ex-Carthusian was not satisfied with this, and endeavoured to 
1808. push by the sentinel, who upon this fired his piece in the air, 

May'- and fastened the door. The mob then, under the same leader, 
brought cannon against the house, shattered the doors, and 
rushed in. They were now bent upon Solano's death. He 
meantime escaped by the roof, and took shelter in the house of 
an English merchant, whose lady concealed him in a secret 
closet; and there, it is said, he would have been safe, if the 
very workman who had constructed it had not joined the mob, 
and discovered * his hiding-place. The mistress of the house, 
Mrs . Strange, in vain endeavoured to save him, by the most 
earnest intreaties, and by interposing between him and his mer-
ciless assailants. She was wounded in the arm; and Solano, as he 

* Sir John Carr adds, that immediately afterwards this man was seized with frenzy, 
threw himself from a window, and was killed on the spot. In an account of these 
transactions, given in a letter from Cádiz, and published by Llórente (under his ana-
gram of Nellerto,) in the third volume of his Memoirs for the History of the Revolu-
tion of Spain, Solano is said to have taken the Carthusian by the leg and thrown him 
out of the window,.. as if he had waited till the mob were actually in his apartment 
before he attempted to escape! The general accuracy of that letter is confirmed by 
another (in the same collection) by the Count de Teba, in explanation of his own con-
duct. Llórente (the ex-secretary of the Inquisition) has a notable note upon the sub-
ject: he says, the insurrection in Andalusia was brought about by the intrigues of the 
cabinet of London, carried on by the commander of the blockading squadron, and the 
governor at Gibraltar; that had it not been for these machinations the province would 
have been tranquil, there would have been no battle of Baylen, King Joseph would 
have remained at Madrid, Solano and the Count del Águila would not have been 
murdered.. the Spanish colonies would not have been lost.. and at the fall of Napoleón, 
Joseph would have ceased to be King of Spain, as Jerome ceased to be King of West-
phalia. Did Llórente himself believe, or could he think to make others believe, that 
Napoleón would have been overthrown, if he had made himself master of Spain without 
opposition ? And was it in the expectation and hope that his fall would be brought 
about without human means, that he swore allegiance to King Joseph ? 
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was dragged away, bade her farewell till eternity! They hauled CHAP, 
him toward the gallows, that his death might be ignominious; 1. 
others were too ferocious to wait for this, they cut and stabbed 1808. 
him, while he resigned himself with composure and dignity to - J ^ - j 
hís fate ; and the mortal blow is said to have been given by one ^*/° -
of his own soldiers, who, to save him from farther sufferings and f°¡[134* 
from intended shame, ran him through the heart. zwL 

There may be reason for supposing that the fury of the po- ?««&!"/ 
pulace was in this instance directed by some personal enemies 4 '48' 
of the Marquis, because it fell wholly upon him; the general 
officers who united in the address seem to have incurred no cadi*. 
danger, and Moría, as second in command, was declared the 
next day by acclamation governor of Cádiz and captain-general 
of the province. He accepted the command, on condition that 
the people would disperse peaceably; the tumultuous election 
was confirmed by the Junta of Seville, who sent one of their 
members to concert a plan of operations with Moría; and the 
new governor issued a proclamation, exhorting the people to be 
tranquil, telling them that a set of ruffians were plundering and 
destroying under the mask of patriotism, protesting that the 
only desire of the persons in authority was to die in the cause 
of their beloved Ferdinand, whom a tyrant had separated from 
them; assuring them that measures should instantly be taken 
against the French ships, and that within four and twenty hours 
the happy effects would be seen. Mean time the French squadron 
took up a defensive position, in a channel leading to the Carac-
cas, and out of reach of the works. M. Rossilly, the commander, 
knew that every effort would be made to relieve him, and en-
deavoured therefore to gain time, being no doubt confident that 
the forcé which would be ordered to occupy Cádiz would beat 
down any resistance that the Spaniards could oppose. He 
made overtures to the governor, proposing to quit the bay, if an 
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