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HISTORY

OF THE

PENINSULAR WAR.

Tue late war in the Peninsula will be memorable above all
of modern times. It stands alone for the perfidiousness with
which the French commenced it, and the atrocious system upon
which they carried it on. The circumstances of the resistance
are not less extraordinary than those of the aggression, whether
we consider the total disorganization to which the kingdom of
Spain was reduced ; the inveterate abuses which had been en-
tailed upon it by the imbecility, misrule, and dotage, of its old
‘despotism ; the inexperience, the weakness, and the errors, of
the successive governments which grew out of the necessities of
the times ; or the unexampled patriotism and endurance of the
people, which bore them through these complicated disadvan-
tages. There are few portions of history from which lessons of
such political importance are to be deduced ; none which can
more powerfully and permanently excite the sympathy of man-
kind, because of the mighty interests at stake. For this was
no common war, of which a breach of treaty, an extension
of frontier, a distant colony, or a disputed succession, serves
as the cause or pretext: it was as direct a contest between
the principles of good and evil as the elder Persians, or the
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Manicheans, imagined in their fables: it was for the life or
death of national independence, national spirit, and of all those
holy feelings which are comprehended in the love of our native
land. Nor was it for the Peninsula alone that the war was
waged : it was for England and for Europe ; for literature and
for liberty; for domestic morals and domestic happiness; for
the vital welfare of the human race. Therefore I have thought
that I could not better fulfil my duties to mankind, and especially
to my own country, nor more fitly employ the leisure wherewith
God has blessed me, nor endeavour in any worthier manner to
transmit my name to future ages, than by composing, with all
diligence, the faithful history of this momentous struggle. To
this resolution I have been incited, as an Englishman, by the
noble part which England has borne in these events; and as an
individual, by the previous course of my studies, which, during
the greater part of my life, have been so directed, that the annals
and the literature of Spain and Portugal have become to me
almost as familiar as our own. It is not strange, then, that
having thus, as it were, intellectually naturalized myself in those
countries, I should have watched them with the liveliest interest
through their dreadful trial: and being thus prepared for the
task, having some local knowledge of the scene of action, rich
in accumulated materials, and possessing access to the best and
highest sources of information, I undertake it cheerfully; fully
assured that the principles herein to be inculcated and exem-
plified are established upon the best and surest foundation, and
that nations can be secure and happy only in proportion as
they adhere to them.



PENINSULAR WAR.

CHAPTER 1.

INTRODUCTORY VIEW OF THE STATE OF SPAIN AND POR-
' TUGAL, FRANCE AND ENGLAND.

Tuz history of Spain and Portugal, from the foundation of CHAP.

their respective monarchies to the middle of the sixteenth cen-
tury, when both countries attained their highest point of great-
ness, is eminently heroic, for the persevering spirit with which
they warred against the Moors, never ceasing and scarcely
breathing from the contest till they had finally exterminated
them ; and for the splendour, the extent, and the importance,
of their foreign conquests. Both kingdoms had risen by the
same virtues ; the same vices brought on the decline of both ;
and the history of their decline is not less instructive than that
of their rise. Their external relations have been widely dif-
ferent ; but notwithstanding this difference, and notwithstanding
a national enmity, kept alive rather by old remembrances and
mutual pride than by the frequency of their wars with each
other, the Spaniards and Portugueze have continued to be
morally and intellectually one people. They spring from the
same stock ; the same intermixture of races has taken place
among them ; and their national character has been formed
by similar circumstances of climate, language, manners, and
institutions..

The old governments are called free, like all those which
the Teutonic tribes established; but this freedom was little

better than a scheme of graduated tyranny, and the laws upon

which it was founded were only so many privileges which the
B 2
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CHAP. conquerors reserved or arrogated to themselves. When the

', commixture of languages and nations was complete, and com-

merce had raised up a class of men who had no existence under

the feudal system, a struggle for political liberty ensued through-

out all the European kingdoms. It was soon terminated in

Spain: a good cause was ruined by the rashness and mis-

conduct of its adherents ; and the scale, after it had been borne

down by the sword of the sovereign, never recovered its equi-

poise: for the Romish church leagued itself with the mo-

narchical authority, against whose abuse it had formerly been

the only bulwark ; but changing its policy now according to

the times, it consecrated the despotism whereby it was upheld

in its own usurpations. The effects of this double tyranny

were not immediately perceived; but in its inevitable con-

sequences it corrupted and degraded every thing to which it

could extend,..laws, morals, industry, literature, science, arts,
and arms.

Tyranny of In other countries where absolute monarchy has been
established, and the Romish superstition has triumphed, both
have been in some degree modified by the remains of old
institutions, the vicinity of free states, and the influence of
literature and manners. But in Spain and Portugal almost all
traces of the ancient constitution had been effaced; and as
there existed nothing to qualify the spirit of popery, a me-
morable example was given of its unmitigated effects. The
experiment of intolerance was tried with as little compunction
as in Japan, and upon a larger scale. Like the Japanese go-
vernment, the Inquisition went through with what it began ;
and though it could not in like manner secure its victory, by
closing the ports and barring the passes of the Peninsula, it cut
off, as much as possible, all intellectual communication with the
rest of the world. '



