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Escoiquiz to treat with Duroc for the surrender of his OTO rights, CHAP. 
and those of his brothers and his únele Don Antonio, who had ^ ^ _ ^ / 
now been sent from Madrid, rather as prisoners, than in any 1808. 
other character. The preamble declared, that the Emperor of _J^g;_ 
the Erench and the Prince of Asturias having diíFerences to Uay l a 

regúlate, had agreed to these terms : 1. That Eerdinand acceded 
to the cession made by his father, and renounced, as far as 
might be necessary, the rights accruing to him as Prince of 
Asturias. 2. The title of royal highness, with all the honours 
and prerogatives which the Princes of the Blood enjoyed, should 
be granted to him in France : his descendants should inherit the 
titles of Prince and Serene Highness, and hold the same rank as 
the prince-dignitaries of the empire. 3 , 4. The palaces, parks, 
and farms of Navarre, with 50,000 acres of the woods dependent 
on them, should be given to him, free from incumbrance, in 
full property for ever ; and pass, in default of his heirs, to 
those of his brother and únele, in succession: and the title of 
Prince should be conferred, by letters patent and particular, 
upon the collateral heir to whom this property might revert. 
5, 6. Four hundred thousand livres of appanage on the treasury 
of F ranee, payable in equal monthly portions, should be settled 
on him, with reversión, in like manner, to the Infantes, and 
their posterity; and a life-rent of 600,000 should be given the 
Prince, the half remaining to the Princess, his consort, if he 
left one to survive him. 7- The same rank and titles should be 
assigned to the Infantes and their descendants as to the P r i n c e ; 
they should continué to enjoy the revenues of their commanderies 
m Spain, (as had been- agreed in the convention with Charles,) 
and an appanage of 400,000 livres, (as also there stipulated,) 
should be settled on them in perpetuity, with reversión to the 
issue of Ferdinand. N o mention was made in the treaty of the 
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CHAP. Queen of Etruria and her son, a boy of eight years oíd, who, 
IV- by the doubly-villainous treaty of Fontainebleau, was to have 

1808. been made King of Northern Lusitania. Involved in the 
May- common ruin of their house, they also had been escorted to 

Bayonne; and the whole of this unhappy family, now that the 
mockery of negotiation was at an end, were sent into the in­
terior of France. • 
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C H A P T E R V. 

INSURRECTION AND MILITARY MURDERS AT M A D R I D . SUB-

MISSION OF THE CONSTITUTED AUTIIORITIES TO THE P L E A -

SURE OT BUONAPARTE. ASSEMBLY OP NOTABLES CONVOKED 

BY H I M AT BAYONNE. 

T H U S had Buonaparte succeeded in dispossessing the Bour- 1808. 
bon dynasty of the throne of Spain. Having, under pretence ==¿==== 
of a treaty, secured the passes of the Pyrenees, seized the three 
strong places upon the frontier, and the important city of Bar­
celona, marched his armies into the heart of the kingdom, and. 
occupied the capital itself, he had now drawn the royal family 
within his reach, serpent-like, by the fascination of fear, and 
compelled them to sign the act of their abdication and disgrace. 
The train of perfidy whereby he had thus far accomplished his 
purpose is unexampled even in the worst ages of history. The 
whole transaction was a business of puré unmingled treachery, 
unprovoked, unextenuated, equally detestable in its motive, its 
means, and its end. The pretext that there existed an English 
party in Spain was notoriously false. Those Spaniards who felt 
and lamented the decline of their country, had rested their hopes 
of its regeneration upon him. There was not any possible way by 
which he could so surely have confirmed the alliance between 
France and Spain, secured the aífection of the Spanish peopíe, 
and strengthened his own immediate individual interest, (if the 
vulgarest ambition had not blinded him,) as by connecting his 
°wn family with the royal house in marriage, in conformity with 



238 HISTORY OF THE 

CHAP. Ferdinand's desire, and directing him and his ministers how to 
v - bring about those reforms which would restore to health and 

^ 8 0 8 ^ strength a country that was still sound at heart. N o other 
_fpri'-_ mortal has ever in any crisis of the world had it in his power to 

produce such great and extensive good as this opportunity in-
vited, without risk, effort, evil, or any contingent inconvenience. 
He had only to say, let these things be, and the work of pro-
gressive reformation would have begun in Spain and in the 
Spanish Indies, while he, like a presiding deity, might have 
looked on, and have received the blessings of both countries for 
his benignant influence. 

conduct of The artífices which he had employed were of the básest kind. 
warékthl Never perhaps had any plot of perfidious ambition been so 
gcmernment. coarsely planned. His scheme was to use falsehood and violence 

without remorse; to repeat protestations enough for deceiving 
the Prince, and employ forcé enough for íntimidating the people. 
The former object had been accomplished. . and Murat , per-
ceiving a spirit in the Spaniards which neither he ñor his master 
had expected, was looking for an* opportunity to effect the latter. 
His measures, as soon as he entered Madrid, were intended to 
make them understand that they were no longer an independent 
nation, but that they must learn obedience to a military yoke. A 
French governor of the city had been appointed, a French patrole 
established, and notice was given that every house would be called 
upon to contribute great coats for the French troops, their own 
not having arrived. The Jun ta of government were made to feel 
the misery of their degrading and helpless situation ; a situation 

* " Les dbservateurs de sang-froid, Franfais et Espagnóls, voyaxent une crise 
s'approcher, et la voyaxent avec plaisír. Sans une lecon severe il étoit impossible at 
ramener d des idees de raison cette multitude egarée."—Moniteur. 



PENINSULAR WAR. 2 3 9 

in which they were compelled to witness and sanction the most CHAP. 
grievous injuries and the most intolerable insults to their country. ^^^—^ 
While Férdinand was at Vittoria, Murat sent for the war-minister 1808. 
O'Farrill, to complain to him that some of the French soldiers _^Ü!L, 

had been * murdered, that the people of Madrid openly mani-
fested their dislike of the French, that the guards displayed a 
similar disposition, that an hundred thousand muskets had been 
collected in Aragón, and that Solano had not received the 
promised instructions to put himself under Junot's command. 
O'Farrill vindicated the Junta from these accusations, some 
of which were groundless, and others aróse from causes over 
which they had no control; but Murat cut him short, told 
him hé had received orders from the Emperor to acknow-
ledge no other sovereign in Spain than Charles IV. and put 
into hís hands a proclamation in the ñame of that King, de-
claring that his abdication had been compulsory, and requiring 
again from his subjects that obedience which they owed to him 

* It was reported that a decree was passed for seizing the church píate, and raising 
a heavy contribution, as had been done in Portugal. A poor ignorant Spaniard, be-
lieving this, bought a razor, and sallying out with it, attaeked every Frenchman he 
met. The man was soon secured. Upon his examination he was asked if the razor 
was his; yes, he feplied, by this token, that he had bought it at such a place for five 
and thirty quartos. Had the French whom he had assaulted and cut, ofFered him any 
injury ?. .No. . .For what reason then had he attaeked them ?..That he might kill 
them, and as many more Frenchmen as he could; these villains were come to plunder 
the temples of the living God, and to rob the people of the fruit of their labours, and 
he had supposed that every honest man would do the same as himself, but he found 
himself alone when he began. The author of the " Manifiesto Imparcial y Exacto" 
relates this anecdote, and adds, En Roma y en Grecia este hombre hubiera parecido 
oten en la lista de los Horacios y de los trescientos. ¡ En Madrid estaba destinado 
a un suplicio! In any country such a man would either have been put to death like 
a wnld beast, or confined as a madman: but the fact, and still more the manner in 
which it is related, shows the feeling of the Spaniards towards their treacherous invaders. 
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CHAP, as their lawful monarch. O'Farrill replied, that none of the 
^ ^ constituted authorities would obey the proclamation, and still 

1808. less would the nation : then, said Murat , the cannon and the 
A'ril' bayonet shall make them. But he appeared to hesitate in his 

resolution of immediately publishing and enforcing it, when the 
Spanish minister represented to him that the fate of Spain did 
not necessarily depend upon that of Madrid, nor the Spanish 
monarchy upon that of Spain ; and that it never could be good 
policy for the Emperor to act in a manner so suitable to the 
wishes of the English. The result of the conference was, that 
the Jun ta agreed to receive King Charles's reclamation, to for­
ward it to Ferdinand from whom they held their authority, and 
await his answer. Before that answer could arrive, Charles and 
the Queen were summoned to Bayonne. 

The junta Erom the time when Ferdinand began his inauspicious 
apply to o -"-

forfn^uc- j o u r n e y j Cevallos had every night dispatched an account of 
TeZtZg" their proceedings to the Jun ta ; after his arrival at Bayonne it 
me French. w a g s o o n fo u n c[ that his couriers were intercepted. Cevallos 

complained to M. Champagny, and was told in reply, that as 
the Emperor acknowledged no other King than Charles IV. he 
could not admit in his dominions any act in the nature of a 
passport given by Ferd inand; but the letters which, for this 
reason, had been detained, had been put into the French post-
office, and would be safely delivered, as would any others 
which he might think proper to send either by the ordinary 
post or the French courier. Cevallos therefore from that time 
sent duplicates of his dispatches by various conveyances, and 
succeeded in informing the Jun ta that Ferdinand was actually 
a prisoner, and in conveying an order to them from Ferdinand, 
whereby they were enjoined to do whatever they deemed ex-

. pedient for the service of the King and the kingdom, and 
authorized to act with as full power as if he himself were on the 
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spot. Nothing could be more intelligible than such an order. CHAP. 
Kevertlieless, such was the timidity of the better members, and . 1 ^ 
the faithlessness of others, that instead of acting upon it, they 1808. 
dispatched two confidential persons to inquire of Ferdinand ^jj-Lp 
whether he would empower them to transfer their authority to 
certain other persons, whom he should nomínate, who, in case 
the Jun ta should be completely under constraint, might remove 
to some place where they could act at freedom ? whether it was 
his will that hostilities should be commenced, and when, and 
how ? whether they should prevent the entrance of more French 
troops by closing the passes of the Pyrenees ? and whether he 
thought it advisable to convoke a Cortes, addressing a decree 
for that purpose either to the Council, or to any Chancery or 
Audience in the kingdom, which might be free from the control 
of the French ? If the Cortes were to be assembled, they asked 
likewise what subjects it should proceed to discuss? 

Public affairs, in the most momentous times, have often been Absurdity 

conducted with a degree of folly seldom discovered in the ma- conduct. 
nagement of prívate concerns ; and this folly has so eíFectually 
done the work of treason, that it has sometimes been mis-
taken for it. But it is scarcely possible even upon this plea to 
excuse the Jun ta . When every hour was of importance, they 
dispatched a messenger four hundred miles to ask Ferdinand's 
opinión upon points, on every one of which he would have 
asked theirs had he been in Madr id ; all which they were better 
able to determine than he could be, and on which, in fact, he 
required that information which they possessed. When it is 
considered how preposterous it was to propose that the passes 
should be closed while the French commanded them, and how 
perfectly they must have known that Ferdinand was in no con-
dition to plan the opening of a campaign, a suspicion may well 
be entertained of the sincerity of the persons who propounded 

VOL. i . i i 
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CHAP, such questions. Shrinking from responsibility, and appalled 
V> at danger, they referred every thing to Ferdinand, and suffered 

1808^ events to take their course. Meantime, if their own statement 
_M'1-' on such a point may be received, they secretly prepared orders 

for the Spanish troops to leave Madrid, even by dispersing, or 
by encouraging their desertion, if there should be no other way; 
for assembling soldiers at appointed places, collecting stores and 
ammunition, destroying the means of transport near the fortresses 
and cantonments which the enemy occupied, and spoiling the 
arms and artillery which could not be secured. Such orders 
were certainly not in accord with the feelings of the men who 
say that they prepared t h e m : but they would have accorded 

Agitation e n t i re lv with the spirit of the nation. From the time of Fer-
of the pub- J *• , . 

uc mind, dinand's departure, the anxiety and agitation ot the people in 
Madrid had hourly increased. They knew that he expected to 
meet Buonaparte at Burgos, and the tidings that he had passed 
the frontier, and proceeded to Bayonne, excited in them as much 
alarm as wonder. Every evening an extraordinary courier ar­
rived from that ci ty; the intelligence which he brought was never 
published in the Gazette, but circulated as extracts from pri­
vate correspondence : the first account detailed nothing but the 
honours with which Ferdinand had been received by the Em­
peror ; subsequent ones were each more unsatisfactory than the 
las t ; and the intentions of the tyrant became more and more 
apparent, till it could no longer be doubted that Ferdinand was 
to be deprived of his crown. 

Ztnftl On the last day of April, Mura t presented to the Infante Don 
ftZif Antonio a letter from his brother King Charles, requiring him to 

^.UDOT send off to Bayonne the Queen of E t ru r ia* with her children, 
Francisco 
to Bayonne. . 

* One of the falsehoods published officially in the Moniteur concerning these trans­
actions was, that the Queen of Etruria and the Infante Don Francisco solicited and 
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and the Infante Don Francisco de Paula, Ferdinand's youngest CHAP. 
brother,.. the other was already in the snare. The Junta were ^ ^ ^ 
assembled at the time, and proposed to make the demand known 1808. 
to Ferdinand, and await his pleasure; but Murat replied, that ==^= 
this was unnecessary; the Queen of Etruria was her own mistress, 
and Don Francisco being a minor, was bound to obey his father. 
The Junta then said they would consult the Queen, who might 
certainly go if she were so pleased, but to the departure of the 
young Infante they could not consent. The Queen of Etruria 
will be remembered hereafter among those high-born sufferers 
whose strange and undeserved afflictions are recorded as ex­
amples of the instability of fortune. Her only desire was to 
return to Tuscany; but she loved her parents, and declared 
herself ready to obey their summons without hesitation, not ex­
pecting farther perfidy from Buonaparte, even after the perfidious 
manner in which she had been despoiled. With regard to the 
Infante, the Junta were informed by Murat that he must go 
also, or force would be used to make him. These poor pageants The junta 

. , , . . , . deliberate 

of authority summoned to their assistance m this new perplexity concerning 
1 , . _ # ST f J the Infante. 

the chief persons of all the different councils, and held a meeting 
that night, less with the hope of coming to any salutary and 
dignified determination, than for the sake of finding in the ex­
posure of their own helplessness, an excuse to themselves and 
others for passive submission. One person proposed, that if 
force were employed to remove the Infante, it should be re­
sisted, and O'Farrill was then called upon to relate what means 
of resistance could be calculated upon. He entered into a 

obtained permission to go to Bayonne, because of the insults to which they were every 
day exposed,.. and this is so worded as to make it appear that it was the people who 
insulted them. 

I I 2 
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CHAP, mournful statement. There were 25,000 French in, and im-
^ V mediately about Madrid, and they occupied the Buen Retiro 
1808. and the heights of the Casa del Campo, which were the strongest 

- Apra-_ positions; besides this force they had 10,000 men in Aranjuez, 
Toledo, and at the Escurial. The Spanish troops in Madrid 
were only 3000, and the people were unarmed and had never 
been disciplined in any militia service; therefore to attempt 
resistance would be to deliver up the city to be sacked. The 
effect of this representation, which might have dismayed firmer 
hearts than those to which it was addressed, was strengthened 
by the opportune arrival that night of D . Justo Maria de Ibar 
Navarro, whom Ferdinand had dispatched to apprize the Jun ta 
of his situation, and his resolution not to accede to any thing 
incompatible with the dignity of the throne, and with his own 
just rights ; but while the event was undecided, he charged them 
carefully to preserve a good understanding with the French, and 
to avoid any thing which might increase his difficulties and even 
his personal danger. They agreed upon the necessity of ob­
serving these instructions, glad that they were thus instructed to 
do nothing, where they were incapable of perceiving what they 
ought to do. 

'tife^eopif The courier who was expected on that evening did not ar-
»f Madnd. r j v e Great multitudes assembled the next day at the Puerta 

may 1. •> 

del Sol, and in the streets near the post-office, anxiously waiting 
for the news which he would bring. Dur ing the whole day it 
was apparent that some dreadful crisis was coming on. The 
French made an ostentatious display of their troops and their 
artillery, and on the par t of the Spaniards the ordinary duties 
and diversions of the Sabbath seemed to be suspended in the 
general agitation that prevailed. Nothing was concerted among 
them; no one knew what was to be done, nor what was to be 
hoped, but that some great calamity might be looked for; and 


