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30 pieces of artillery. At the same time 10,000 Spanish troops CHAP.

were to take possession of the province between the Minho and

1L

Douro, and the city of Porto; and 6000 were to enter Alentejo 1807.

and Algarve. The French troops were to be maintained by
Spain upon their march. As soon as they had entered the
country, (for no opposition was expected,) the government of
each portion of the divided territory was to be vested in the
Generals commanding, and the contributions imposed thereon
accrue to their respective courts. The central body was to be
under the orders of the French Commander-in-chief. Never-
theless, if either the King of Spain, or the Prince of the Peace,
should think fit to join the Spanish troops attached to that army,
the French, with the General commanding them, should be
subject to his orders. Another body of 40,000 French troops
was to be assembled at Bayonne, by the 20th of November
at the latest, to be ready to proceed to Portugal, in case the
English should send reinforcements there, or menace it with an
attack. This army, however, was not to enter Spain, till the
two contracting parties had come to an agreement upon that
point.

This nefarious treaty, whereby the two contracting powers
disposed of the dominions of two other, sovereigns with whom
the one was connected by the nearest and closest ties of relation-
ship and alliance, and both were at peace, was carried on with
a secresy worthy of the transaction. D. Eugenio Izquierdo, an
agent of Godoy’s, was employed to negociate it unknown to the
Spanish embassador in France, and the whole business is said
to have been concealed from the ministers® in both countries.

e

e

* Azanza and O’Farrill declare that when they came into office as Ferdinand’s
ministers, they found no papers concerning it in their office. Cevallos says, that he
was entirely ignorant of the transaction: Izquierdo indeed charges him with having
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CHAP. It was signed on the 27th of October. The convoy with the En-
L olish factory on board had sailed from the Tagus on the 18th,
1807. and never had a day of such political calamity and general
The En-  S0ITOW been known in Lisbon since the tidings arrived of the
Sitnser- loss of Sebastian and his army. Their departure was followed
7 s by a proclamation for the exclusion of British commerce: it
had ever, the Prince said, been his desire to observe the most

Liiasor - perfect neutrality during the present contest; but that being no
smef ori- Jonger possible, and having reflected at the same time how
meree. - beneficial a general peace would be to humanity, he had thought
proper to accede to the cause of the Continent by uniting him-

self to the Emperor of the French and the Catholic King, in

order ‘to contribute as far as might be in his power to the
acceleration of a maritime peace. Whatever hopes he might

have indulged of satisfying France by this measure were soon
dissipated, when the Portugueze embassadors at Paris and
Madrid, having been formally dismissed, arrived at Lisbon.

The former of these, D. Lourenco de Lima, is said to have
travelled night and day, for the purpose of dissuading the Prince

from removing to Brazil,..a measure which the Irench ap-

approved the treaty in conversation with him, as the most advantageous which had
ever been made by Spain; and with having complimented him for obtaining what
France had constantly refused, while the Bourbons occupied both thrones. (Nellerto
(Llorente) T. iii. p. 80.) But this does not necessarily imply that Cevallos was
acquainted with the business while it was in progress. M. de Pradt affirms that
Talleyrand only learnt it from Marshal Bessieres, of whom he inquired why the guards
were marching towards Spain, and that Bessieres had been informed by one of the persons
who signed the treaty. But M. de Pradt adds that Talleyrand immediately apprized
the Conde de Lima, then chargé d’affaires for Portugal, and that the Count set off
instantly to give his government the alarm; this is wholly incredible. M. de Pradt is
always a lively, and often a sagacious writer, but not always correct in his assertions.
He makes the unaccountable mistake of supposing that the French had already occu-
pied the North of Portugal two years before the treaty was made! (p. 26, 33.)
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prehended, and which of all others would oppose the greatest
obstacles to their projects. D. Lourengo is said to have repre-
sented that this step would make him the victim of the per-
fidious counsel of England, and at the same time provoke the
utmost wrath of the great Napoleon. That emperor, he as-
sured the Prince, had the highest respect for his virtues, and
harboured no hostile intentions against him : he would be com-
pletely satisfied if Portugal would only sequester the British
property and arrest the few British subjects who remained. To
this last sacrifice the Prince now consented, trusting to the
generosity of England, and probably also, as has been well
observed by a Portugueze historian, secretly resolving to in-
demnify the sufferers whenever it should be possible,. . for this is
consistent with his character. Under these feelings he issued an
edict for registering all English persons and property which
were still to be found in his dominions. The order was re-
luctantly given, and leniently carried into effect; but it com-
pelled the British minister, Lord Strangford, to take down the
arms of Great Britain from his house: he demanded his passports,
and went off to a squadron under Sir-Sidney Smith, which had
been ordered to cruise off the mouth of the Tagus, and Lisbhon
was then declared to be blockaded.

While the court was waiting in the most anxious incertitude
the result of its submission, the agitation of the Lisbonians was
increased by the appearance of a Russian squadron in the
Tagus. Admiral Siniavin with nine ships of the line and two
frigates had been acting in the Archipelago against the Turks,
in alliance with England; and now on his way home to act
against England in conformity with the plans of Buonaparte,

he found that he could not possibly reach the Baltic before it

would be frozen. He would have put into Cadiz to winter
there, but the British admiral who commanded upon that station
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would not permit him, rightly judging that as the disposition of
the Russian government was now known to be unfriendly towards
England, it was not proper that these Russian ships should be
allowed to enter an enemy’s port, and thus effect a junction
with an enemy’s fleet. Siniavin therefore proceeded to the
Tagus; his unexpected arrival at such a juncture was naturally
supposed to be part of the tyrant’s gigantic plans, and it was
not doubted now that Buonaparte meant to make Lisbon one of
the ports from which the British dominions were to be invaded.
'The circumstance was in reality accidental, but at such a mo-
ment it appeared like design, and the blockade was therefore
more rigorously enforced.

If Buonaparte’s only object had been to force the Prince
into hostilities with England, he would now have been satisfied.
A courier had been immediately dispatched to inform him that
all his demands were complied with, and the Marquis de Ma-
rialva speedily set out after the courier with the title of Embas-
sador Extraordinary;..while he was on his way the I'rench
troops had entered Portugal. The tyrant thought to entrap the
royal family; but disdaining in the wantonness of power to
observe even the appearances of justice or common decorum
toward a country which he so entirely despised, the success of his
villainy was frustrated by his own precipitation. From the com-
mencement of these discussions the Prince had declared that if
a French army set foot within his territories he would remove the
seat of government to Brazil. The Irench expected that the
rupture with England would deter him from pursuing this reso-
lution; should it prove otherwise they thought to prevent it by
their intrigues and their celerity: and such was the treachery
with which the Prince was surrounded, and the want of vigilance
in every branch of his inert administration, that Junot was within
an hundred miles of Lisbon before any official advices were re-



PENINSULAR WAR. 81

ceived that he had passed the frontiers! Even private letters CHAP.

which communicated intelligence of the enemy’s movements and 1.

the rapidity and disorder of the march, were detained upon 1807

the road. T—
Junot had advanced from Salamanca by forced marches; _

he reached Alcantara in five days, the distance being forty 1.1

leagues, by mountainous and unfrequented roads and in a bad

season. No preparations had been made for the French on the

way; even at Ciudad Rodrigo the governor had received no in-

timation of their coming. The Spanish forces, which according

to the secret convention of Fontainebleau were to be under the

French general’s orders, had been instructed to join him at Valla-

dolid and Salamanca; by his directions however they waited

for him at Alcantara; scarce half a ration could be procured

there for the half-starved and exhausted troops, and this the

Spanish general Carraffa took up upon his own credit. From Junospro-

clamation

thence Junot issued a proclamation to the Portugueze people, in fiom 4-
which among his other titles he enumerated that of Grand Cross .. 17.
of the Order of Christ, an order conferred upon him by that
very Prince whom he was hastening to entrap and depose.
¢ Inhabitants of the kingdom of Portugal,” it said, ‘“a French
army is about to enter your country; it comes to emancipate you
from English dominion, and makes forced marches that it may
save your beautiful city of Lisbon from the fate of Copenhagen.
But for this time the hopes of the perfidious English government
will be deceived. Napoleon, who fixes his eyes upon the fate of
the Continent, saw what the tyrant of the seas was devouring in
his heart, and will not suffer that it should fall into his power.
Your Prince declares war against England ; we make therefore
common cause. Peaceable inhabitants of the country, fear
nothing! my army is as well disciplined as it is brave. I will
answer on my honour for its good conduct. Let it find the
VOL. I. M
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caoAp: welcome which is due to the soldiers of the Great Napoleon ;
IL et it find, as it has a right to expect, the provisions which are
18(;; needful.” The proclamation proceeded to denounce summary
Nwember. justice against every French soldier who should be found plun-
dering, but its severest threats were against the Portugueze
themselves. Every Portugueze, not being a soldier of the line,
who should be found making part of an armed assembly, was to
be shot, as well as every individual exciting the people to take
arms against the French ; wherever an individual belonging to the
French army should be killed, the district was to be fined in not
less than thrice the amount of its yearly rents, the four prin-
cipal inhabitants being taken as hostages; and the first city,
town or village in which this might happen, should be burnt
and rased to the ground. ¢ But,” said Junot, ¢ I willingly per-
suade myself that the Portugueze will understand their own
true interest ; that aiding the pacific views of their Prince they
will receive us as friends; and especially that the beautiful city
of Lisbon will with pleasure see me enter its walls at the head of
an army which alone can preserve it from becoming a prey to

the eternal enemies of the Continent.”
The French The march from Salamanca had been so fatiguing that it
wgal. — was impossible for the troops to proceed without some rest.
Junot had arrived there on the 17th of November. On the 18th
he sent a reconnoitring party as far as Rosmaninhal, and they
returned with intelligence that the country was neither prepared
to resist them, nor aware of their approach. On the 19th, the van-
guard passed the frontier, and Junot, with the remainder of the
first division of his army, followed the ensuing day. This division
consisted of 8,600 men, with 12 field pieces. The second division,
moving likewise upon Castello-Branco, entered by Salvaterra
and Idanha-a-nova: its cavalry and guns, with the third division
and the baggage, were detained some days by the sudden rise of



PENINSULAR WAR.

the mountain streams. On the evening of the 20th there was a
report in Castello-Branco that the French were at Zebreira ; and
at six o’clock, when it was hardly known whether the rumour
were true or false, a French officer arrived to inform the magit
strates that quarters must be made ready for General Laborde
and a corps of 3000 men, who would be there in the course of
two hours. Junot took up his quarters the next day in the epis-
copal palace, and manifested sufficient ill-hamour that no pre-
parations had been made for entertaining him. 'The adjutants
carried off some of the bishop’s valuables, overhauled his library
in the hope of finding money concealed there, and not finding
what they were in search of, demanded money, and obtained it.
One of them, after they had left the city, returned from Sarzedas
to borrow a farther sum in Junot’s name; nor was it known
whether this was a fraudulent extortion of his own, or a courteous
mode of robbery on the part of the general. The night which the
French passed in Castello-Branco is described by the inhabitants
as an image of Hell. Junot had pledged his honour for their
good conduct ; but men and officers were, like their commander,
as rapacious and as unprincipled as the government which they
served. They were passing through a country where they ex-
perienced no resistance, and which they protested they were
coming to defend ; but they added wanton havoc to the inevitable
devastation which is made by the passage of an army ; the men
pillaged as they went, and the very officers robbed the houses in
which they were quartered; olive and other fruit trees were cut
down for fuel or to form temporary barracks, houses and churches
were plundered ; and as if they had been desirous of provoking
the Portugueze. to some act of violence which might serve as a
pretext for carrying into effect the threats which Junot had
denounced, they burnt or mutilated the images in the churches,
and threw the wafer to be trodden under foot.
M 2
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CHAP. The vanguard of the French reached Abrantes on the after-
I noon of the 23d, and Junot arrived the next morning. The
1807. generals entered that city with all the cattle which they had
Aoenbe been able to collect on the way, like border-men returning from
Gunet ot 5, foraging party, and the booty was sold for their emolument.
A detachment was immediately sent to secure Punhete, a town
situated on the left bank of the Zezere, where it falls into the
Tagus. Means also were taken to supply some of the wants of

the army, after the manner of the French in a country where

they called themselves friends, protectors, and allies. The Juiz

de fora was ordered to collect rations for 12,000 men, and 12,000

pair of shoes ; a threat was added of imposing upon the town a
contribution of 300,000 cruzados novos ; and the manner in which

these orders were intimated, seemed to imply such consequences

to the magistrate in case of non-performance, that he thought it
prudent to consult his own personal safety by flight. Junot then
ordered the son of the person in whose house he had taken up

his quarters to assume the vacant office, though the young man

was not only not qualified for the office, because he had not

taken the degrees which are required for it, but was positively
disqualified, being a native of the place. 'The whole city was in
consternation, apprehending the most dreadful results if the de-
mands of the French were not complied with. Messengers were
despatched to Thomar and through all the country round, to
purchase all the shoes which could be found, and set all the craft

to work : by these means, and by taking them from individuals,
between 2 and 3000 pair were collected ; with which Junot was

fain to be satisfied, because he saw that no possible exertions

could have procured more. These exactions were less intolerable

to the Portugueze, than the insults and irreligion with which they

were accompanied. A colonel who was quartered in a Ca-
puchin convent made the Guardian pull off his boots, and after




PENINSULAR WAR. 85

robbing the convent of the few valuables which it contained, CHAP.
threatened to fusilade him if he did not bring him money; the ',
friar had no other resource but that of feigning to seek it, and 1807.
taking flight. In the church of St. Antonio the altars were used 227"
as mangers for the horses. : Neves,

200-2,
Junot was at Abrantes, within ninety-two miles of Lisbon, Eeresenta-

tion of the

before the Portugueze government received any certain intel- Zrist an-
ligence that the French had passed the frontier. The first advices
came from Lecor, orderly adjutant to the Marquez d’Alorna,
and a truer Portugueze than his commander. At the same time %ﬁiﬁ;”gf‘:j;’
a flag of truce from the British squadron entered the Tagus ; and »12-
the secret treaties of Fontainebleau were communicated to the
Prince by Great Britain. D. Rodrige de Sousa Coutinho urged
him to execute his resolution of removing to his possessions in
Brazil, the only course which he could pursue with honour or
with safety. Lord Strangford came on shore, and assured him
on the word of a British ambassador and a British admiral, that
the measures which had been taken against Great Britain were
considered as acts of compulsion on his part, in no ways abating
the friendship of that old ally, if he would avail himself of her
friendship. In Brazil he had an empire to the growing pros-
perity of which he might now add by his presence ; or he must
inevitably be cut off from it by the nature of the maritime war,
against which the combination of all the continental powers
must be ineffectual.

The Prince’s determination was anticipated at Abrantes 7ie Princ

determines

before it was known, and perhaps before he himself had decided A
how to act. Rumours were current there that he had already #
embarked part of the royal family, that many fidalgos had gone

on board to accompany the court in its removal, and that the

army which had bombarded and taken Copenhagen was on board

the British squadron. These reports made Junot fear that the
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cHAP. prey would escape him ; and he was the more uneasy, because
ILat a moment when every thing depended upon celerity, his
N~/ . 4
1807. march was impeded. There was the Zezere to cross, a river
November. which in former wars had been considered as protecting Lisbon
on this side,. . its depth and rapidity, and the height of its banks
rendering it easy to defend the passage. A bridge of boats had
been constructed at Punhete in the campaign of 1801, and after-
wards broken up. Every exertion was now made to re-establish
it; and in the meantime Junot sent off a courier with a con-
fidential despatch to the minister of war and foreign affairs,
Antonio de Araujo de Azevedo, framed for the purpose of being
communicated tothe Prince. Intrigue and protestations, however,
would no longer avail ; the entrance of the French was an act of
such unequivocal outrage, that its object could not be doubted,
and the Prince prepared immediately for his removal. FEurope
had never yet beheld one of its princes compelled to seek an
asylum in his colonies; such an intention had once been formed
by the Dutch, but it was reserved for Portugal to set the first
example in modern history. .
He refuses Had there been a previous struggle, like that of the demo-

Lo let the
pepleand — cratic cantons in Switzerland, or of the Tyrolese, such a ter-

the English

Jt’,j':'c‘fj'f"d mination would have been not less glorious than the most signal
success. Preceded as it had been by long misgovernment, and
all the concessions and vacillations of conscious imbecility, still
it is among the most impressive as well as most memorable
events in the annals of a kingdom fertile beyond all others in
circumstances of splendid and of tragic story. The Prince had
uniformly declared that to this measure he would resort, if the
French entered Portugal ; but he had not expected to be driven

News,i- - to it, and was not prepared for it. So completely indeed had
he relied upon the assurance of the French legation, and of Dom
Lourenco de Lima, that he had publicly assured the people all




