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men, but must exercise no temporal or corporal jurisdiction over
the citizens. I have annulled those privileges which the gran-
dees usurped during times of civil war. I have abolished feudal
rights, and henceforth every one may set up inns, ovens, mills,
employ himself in fishing and rabbit-hunting, and give free
scope to his industry, provided he respects the laws. The selfish-
ness, wealth, and prosperity of a small number of individuals
were more injurious to your agriculture than the heat of the
Dog-days. All peculiar jurisdictions were usurpations, and at
variance with the rights of the nation. I have abolished them.
As there is but one God, so should there be in a state but one
judicial power.

¢ There is no obstacle,” he continued, * which can long
resist the execution of my resolutions. But what transcends my
power is this, to consolidate the Spaniards as one nation, under
the sway of the king, should they continue to be affected with
those principles of hatred to France which the partizans of
England and the enemies of the continent have infused into the
bosom of Spain. I can establish no nation, no king, no in-
dependence of the Spaniards, if the king be not assured of their
attachment and fidelity. The Bourbons can no longer reign in
Europe. The divisions of the royal family were contrived by
the English. It was not the dethronement of King Charles and
of the favourite, that the Duke del Infantado, that tool of
England, had in view. The intention was, to establish the pre-
dominant influence of England in Spain; a senseless project,
the result of which would have been a perpetual continental
war. No power under the influence of England can exist on
the continent. If there be any that entertain such a wish, the
wish is absurd, and will sooner or later occasion their fall. It
would be easy for me, should I be compelled to adopt that
measure, to govern Spain, by establishing as many viceroys in it
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as there are provinces. Nevertheless, I do not refuse to ab-
dicate my rights of conquest in favour of the king, and to
establish him in Madrid, as soon as the 80,000 citizens which this
capital contains, the clergy, nobility, merchants, and lawyers
shall have declared their fidelity, set an example to the provinces,
enlightened the people, and made the nation sensible that their
existence and prosperity essentially depend upon a king and a
free constitution, favourable to the people, and hostile only to
the selfishness and haughty passions of the grandees. If such be
the sentiments of the inhabitants, let the 80,000 citizens as-
semble in the churches; let them, in the presence of the holy
sacrament, take an oath, not only with their mouths, but also
with their hearts, and without any jesuitical equivocation, that
they promise support, attachment, and fidelity to their king ; let
the priests in the confessional and the pulpit, the merchants in
their correspondence, the lawyers in their writings and speeches,
infuse these sentiments into the people :..then will I surrender
my right of conquest, place the king upon the throne, and make
it my pleasing task to conduct myself as a true friend of the
Spaniards. 'The present generation may differ in their opinions ;
the passions have been too much brought into action; but your
grand-children will bless me as their renovator ; they will reckon
the day when I appeared among you among their memorable
festivals ; and from that day will the happiness of Spain date its
commencement. Thus,” he concluded, addressing himself to
the Corregidor, “ you are informed of the whole of my deter-
mination. Consult with your fellow-citizens, and consider what
part you will choose; but whatever it be, make your choice
with sincerity, and tell me only your genuine sentiments.”
There was something more detestable in this affectation of
candour and generosity than in his open and insolent violence.

*“ Consult! and consider what part you will choose, and make
VOTL. 1T. 2 D
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CHAP. your choice with sincerity I”..The Spanish nation had made
XVI.  their choice! They had made it at Baylen and at Reynosa, at
1809. Cadizand at Madrid, at Valencia and at Zaragoza ; for life or for
Juary.  death ; deliberately, and yet as if with one impulse, .. with en-
thusiasm, and yet calmly, . .had that noble people nobly, and
wisely, and religiously made their heroic choice. They had
written it in blood, their own and their oppressors’. Its proofs
were to be seen in deserted houses and depopulated towns, in
the blackened walls of hamlets which had been laid waste with
fire, in the bones which were bleaching upon the mountains of
Biscay, and in the bodies, French and Spaniard, which were at
that hour floating down the tainted Ebro! Here, in the capital,
their choice had been recorded; they who had been swept
down by grape-shot in its streets, or bayoneted in the houses,
they who had fallen in the heat of battle before its gates, and
they who in cold blood had been sent in droves to execution,
alike had borne witness to that choice, and confirmed it, and
rejoiced in it with their dying breath. And this tyrant called
upon the people of Madrid now to tell him their sentiments, . .
now when their armies were dispersed, and they themselves,
betrayed and disarmed, were surrounded by his legions !

Ry Registers were opened in every quarter,and,if French accounts
could be believed, 80,000 fathers of families rushed thither in
crowds,and signed a supplication to the conqueror, entreating him
to put an end to their misfortunes, by granting them his august
brother Joseph for their king. If this impossible eagerness had
really been manifested, it could admit of no other solution than
that the people of Madrid, bitterly as they detested and heartily
as they despised Joseph, yet thought it a less evil to be governed

by him than by the tyrant himself, .. for this was the alternative
allowed them. DBut a census of this kind, as it is called,
like those which coloured Buonaparte’s assumption, first of the




PENINSULAR WAR.

consulship for life, and then of an hereditary throne, was easily
procured, when neither threats, nor persuasions, nor fraud, nor
violence were spared.

The ceremony of voting and taking the oath was delayed till
after Buonaparte’s departure, ¢ because,” said the French jour-
nalists, ¢ a suspicion of fear might else have attached to it. The
act was now more noble, as being entirely free, .. as being con-
firmed by the weightiest considerations whereby a people can
be influenced, their interest, their happiness, and their glory.”
With such language the better part of the French nation were in-
sulted, and the unreflecting deceived, while all knowledge of the
real state of things was shut out by the vigilance of a govern-
ment, conscious enough of wickedness to know that it required
concealment. The votes were then exacted, the host was ex-
posed in all the churches, and the priests were compelled to re-
ceive from their countrymen at the altar, and as they believed in
the actual and bodily presence of their Saviour and their God, a
compulsory oath of allegiance to the Intruder. The Catholic
system has a salvo in such cases; and the same priests who ad-
ministered the oath were believed by the French themselves to
have released those who took it from its obligations.

The higher ranks in Madrid had shown themselves from the
commencement of these troubles as deficient in public spirit as
they had long been in private virtues. Scarcely an individual
in that capital who was distinguished for rank, or power, or
riches, had stood forward in the national cause, so fallacious is
the opinion that those persons will be most zealous in the
defence of their country, who have what is called the largest
stake in it. Addresses from all the councils and corporate
bodies of the metropolis were dispatched to Buonaparte while
he tarried at Valladolid, . . all alike abject, and all soliciting
that they might be indulged with the presence of their king.
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CHAP. The Council of state, by a deputy, expressed its homage of
‘o~ thanks for the generous clemency of the conqueror. ¢ What

1809.

January.
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gratitude,” said he, ¢ does it not owe you for having snatched
Spain from the influence of those destructive councils which
fifty years of misfortune had prepared for it; for having rid it of
the English armies, who threatened to fix upon its territories the
theatre of continental war! Grateful for these benefits, the Coun-
cil of state has still another supplication to lay at the feet of
your majesty. Deign, sire, to commit to our loyalty your
august brother, our lord and King. Permit him to re-enter
Madrid, and to take into his hands the reins of government ;
that under the benevolent sway of this august prince, whose
mildness, wisdom, and justice, are known to all Europe, our
widowed and desolate monarchy may find a father in the best
of Kings.” D. Bernardo Yriarte spoke for the Council of the
Indies. < It entirely submits itself,” he said, “ to the decrees
of your Majesty, and to those of your august brother, the King
our master, who is to create the happiness of Spain, as well by
the wisdom and the assemblage of the lofty virtues which he
possesses, as by the powerful support of the hero of Europe,
upon whom the Council of the Indies founds its hopes of seeing
those ties reunited, which ought always to unite the American
possessions with the mother country.” 'The Council of finance
requested that it might behold in Madrid the august and be-
loved brother of the Emperor, expecting from his presence the
felicity and repose of the kingdom. The Council of war sup-
plicated him, through an effect of his august beneficence, to
confer upon the capital the felicity of the presence of their
sovereign, Joseph I. This was the theme upon which all the
deputations rung their changes. The Council of marine alone
adding an appropriate flattery to the same request, expressed
its hope of contributing to the liberty of the seas..
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Joseph meantime had exercised his nominal sovereignty in
passing decrees. By one the circulation of French money was
permitted till farther measures concerning it should be an-
nounced ; by another all persons entitled to any salary or pen-
sion from the government were deprived of it till they should
have taken the oath of allegiance to him. IHe made an attempt
also in the autumn, before reinforcements entered Spain, to
place the persons belonging to his army under civil protection :
and for this purpose required that in every district occupied by
the army, from eight to thirty stand of arms should be deposited
in every town-house, and an equal number of the respectable
inhabitants registered to serve as an escort therewith for any
officer or serjeant either on his road as an invalid, or in the
execution of any commission. They were also to act as apatrol,
for the purpose of preventing any insults or outrages which
might be offered to the military, and if men did not volunteer
for this service, which would entitle them to pay and rewards,
the magistracy were to fix upon those whom they deemed fit to
discharge it. He created also a new military order by the name
of the Orden Militar de Espana. The Grand Mastership was re-
served to himself and his successors; and the two oldest Cap-
tains General of the Army and the Fleet were always to be Grand
Chancellor and Grand Treasurer: but the order itself was open
to soldiers of every rank who should deserve it. A pension of
1000 reales vellon was attached to the order, and the device was
a crimson star, bearing on one side the Lion of Leon with this
motto . . Virtute et Fide; on the other the Castle of Castille with
Joseph Napoleo, Hispaniarum et Indiarum Rew, instituit. De-
crees were also issued for raising new regiments, one to be
called the Royal Foreign, and the other the first of the Irish
Brigade.

On the 224 of January the Intruder re-entered that city,
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CHAP. from which he had been driven by the indignation of a whole
RAL. people. At break of day his approach was announced by the
1809. discharge of an hundred cannon; a fit symphony, announcing
oy at once to the people by what right he claimed the throne, and
i by what means he must sustain himself upon it. From the gate
M of Atocha to the church of St. Isidro, and from thence to the
palace, the streets were lined with French troops, and detach-
ments were stationed in every part of the city, more for the
purpose of overawing the inhabitants than of doing honour to

this wretched puppet of majesty, who, while he submitted to be

the instrument of tyranny over the Spaniards, was himself a
slave. The cavalry advanced to the Plaza de las Delicias to

meet him; there he mounted on horseback, and a procession

was formed of his aides-de-camp and equerries, the grand major
domo, the grand master of the ceremonies, the grand master of

the hounds, with all the other personages of the drama of
royalty, the members of the different councils, and those gran-

dees who, deserting the cause of their country, stained now with
infamy names which had once been illustrious in the Spanish
annals. At the gate of Atocha the governor of Madrid was
ready to present him with the keys. As soon as he entered
another discharge of an hundred cannon proclaimed his pre-
sence, and all the bells struck up. He proceeded through the

city to the church of St. Isidro, where the suffragan Bishop, in

his pontificals, the canons, vicars, and rectors, the vicar-general,

and the prelates of the religious orders, received him at the gate,

and six of the most ancient canons conducted him to the
throne. Then the suffragan Bishop addressed him in the only
language which might that day be used, the language of ser-
vility, adulation, impiety, and treason. The Intruder’s reply was

in that strain of hypocrisy which marked the usurpation of the
Buonapartes with new and peculiar guilt. This was his speech :
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<« Before rendering thanks to the Supreme Arbiter of De- CHAP.
o : B : XVIL

stinies, for my return to the capital of this kingdom intrusted to .
my care, I wish to reply to the affectionate reception of its 1809.
inhabitants, by declaring my secret thoughts in the presence of /"
the living God, who has just received your oath of fidelity to
my person. I protest then, before God, who knows the hearts
of all, that it is my duty and conscience only which induce me
to mount the throne, and not my own private inclination. I am
willing to sacrifice my own happiness, because I think you have
need of me for the establishment of yours. The unity of our
holy religion, the independence of the monarchy, the integrity
of its territory, and the liberty of its citizens, are the conditions
of the oath which I have taken on receiving the crown. It will
not be disgraced upon my head ; and if, as I have no doubt, the
desires of the nation support the efforts of its king, I shall soon
be the most happy of all, because you through me will all be
happy.”

Two rows of banqueting tables were laid out in the nave of zais
the church, where the civil and military officers of the intruder, Torsate,
and the members of the councils, were seated according to their
respective ranks. High mass was performed by the chapel-royal,
and a solemn Te Deum concluded the mockery. That done,
Joseph proceeded with the same form to the palace, and a third
discharge of an hundred guns proclaimed his arrival there. On
the day which followed this triumphal entry, its ostentatious joy,
and the affected humanity and philanthropy of his professions,
he issued a decree for the formation of special military tribunals,
which should punish all persons with death who took arms against
him, or enlisted others for the patriotic cause: the gallows was
to be the mode of punishment, and over the door of the sufferer’s
house a shield was to be placed, for infamy, recording the cause
and manner of his ignominious death. Any innkeeper or house-
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CHAP. holder in whose dwelling a man should be enlisted for the Junta’s
3{& service should undergo the same fate ; but if they gave informa-
1809. tion, 400 reales were promised them, or an equivalent reward.

Jmuy: The very day that this decree was issued, mingling, like his fla-

gitious brother, words of blasphemy with deeds of blood, he ad-

cieer  dressed a circular epistle to the Archbishops and Bishops of the

e realm, commanding them to order a T'e Deum in all the churches

of their respective dioceses. ‘¢ In returning to the capital, (this

was his language), our first care, as well as first duty, has been

to prostrate ourselves at the feet of that God who disposes of

crowns, and to devote to him our whole existence for the felicity

of the brave nation which he has entrusted to our care. For this

only object of our thoughts we have addressed to him our humble

prayers. What is an individual amid the generations who cover

the earth? What is he in the eyes of the Eternal, who alone
penetrates the intentions of men, and according to them deter-

mines their elevation? He who sincerely wishes the welfare of

his fellows serves God, and omnipotent goodness protects him.

We desire that, in conformity with these dispositions, you direct

the prayers of the faithful whom Providence has entrusted to

you. Ask of God, that his spirit of peace and wisdom may de-

scend upon us, that the voice of passion may be stifled in medi-

tating upon such sentiments as ought to animate us, and which

the general interests of this monarchy inspire: that religion,
tranquillity, and happiness may succeed to the discords to which

we are now exposed. Let us return thanks to God for the success

which he has been pleased to grant to the arms of our august
brother and powerful ally the Emperor of the French, who has

had no other end in supporting our rights by his power than to
procure to Spain a long peace, founded on her independence.”

A heavy load of national guilt lay upon the nations of the
Peninsula; and those persons, who, with well-founded faith,




