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must act for himself. He desired, however, that the officers CHAP. 
who were in the place might be directed to bring off the troops v^^ -O 
during the night, saying that he would cover their retreat by 1809. 
bringing down a greater forcé upon Outeiro Joam. The mo-ve- March' 
ment was made on his p a r t ; but he looked in vain for any at- CÍZB,0!'. 

tempt on the part of the garrison, and on the following morning * 
they surrendered prisoners of war. 

I t was now seen what motives had influenced the promoters of ^%J¡'J¡
nch 

this mock defence, for all the stafF-officers orfered their services ^¡¡¿'f1' 
to the Eroperor Napoleón ; the troops of the line followed their 
example, but with a very diíferent intention, and took the first 
opportunity to escape. Marshal Soult could spare no forcé for 
marching oíF his prisoners, ñor for securing them at Chaves; 
he therefore required an oath from the militia and peasants that 
they would never again bear arms against the French, and dis-
missed them. This conduct excited murmurs among those who 
would rather, after the example of their Emperor, have made 
sure work. If Juno t had commanded the army, they said, the 
place would have been stormed as soon as they appeared before 
it. Marshal Soult was not a jot more scrupulous th'an his pre-
decessor; but at this time the treasonable disposition which had 
been manifested by a few officers led him to suppose that it 
might be more easy to conciliate the Portugueze than he had 
found it to coerce their neighbours, and under this persuasión 
he established his hospital at Chaves; accordingly the sick and 
wounded were once more removed, and about 1400 were left 
there with a small forcé for their protection under the chef de 
bataillon Messager. The Marshal then announced his appoint-
nient as Governor-general of Por tuga l , . . the rank which Junot £̂ ™£™¿ 
(whom the Portugueze called the Duke in partihw) had held, ns-m. 
and proceeded on his march. 

His effective forcé consisted at this time of 21,000 men, the 
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CHAP. country through which he had to pass is one of the most de-
X I X " fensible in Europe, ñor would it be possible any where to find a 
1809. peasantry better disposed to deferid their hearths and altars, ñor 
March- better able, had there been common prudence to direct their 

noTfor wiHing strength. But the military profession had fallen in Por-
P£™at tugal to the lowest point of degradation; and governments 

which weaken every thing for the miserable purpose of render-
ing a corrupt and añile despotism secure, find themselves power-
less and helpless at the first approach of danger. The Portu-
gueze in these provinces were aware that invasión would be at-
tempted, though they knew not on what s ide; and the efFect was 
to produce tumults among the people, insubordination in the 
soldiers, apprehension, vacillation, and confusión among the 
chief officers and rulers, and a state of suspicious excitement 
which predisposed the public mind equally for impulses of furious 
cruelty or of unreasonable panic. The Bishop of Porto applied 
to the Regency for succours ; but Lisbon at that time was itself 
as likely to be attacked, ñor indeed had the government any 
troops upon whom the slightest confidence could be placed. 
How capable the Portugueze were of becoming good soldiers, 
though well understood by those who knew the people, and in
deed not to be doubted by any who had any knowledge of human 
nature, had not yet been t r ied: with excellent qualities and the 
best disposition they were perfectly ineíficient now. The Bishop 
had been oíFended with Sir Robert Wilson for having passed 
into Spain with a body of Portugueze troops. The consequences 
of Sir Robertos movement to Ciudad Rodrigo had been more im-
portant than he himself could have anticipated, and yet in leaving 
Porto he lost one of the fairest occasions that was ever presented 
to an active and enterprising spirit. Acting as he did there with 
the full concurrence of the Bishop, and possessing his confidence, 
there was time to have disciplined a forcé which might have im-



PENINSULAR WAR. 177 

peeled the passage of Soult's army through the strong denies it CHAP. 
had to pass, and have presented a resistance at Porto as success- X I X -
ful as that of Acre, and more fatal to the enemy. The means of 1809. 
defence were in abundance, order and intelligence for directing March-
them alone were wanting. The population of the city may be 
estimated at 80,000, and there were 2000 troops of the line there, 
3000 militia, and 15,000 ordenanfas; the latter half armed, and 
the greater part without discipline. A line of batteries was 
erected round the city and suburbs, extending from the Castle 
of Queijo on the coast to the village of Freixo on the D o u r o ; 
the line was about three miles in extent, and between two and 
three hundred pieces of artillery were mounted there in thirty-
five batteries. H a d it been well constructed, a large force would 
have been necessary to defend i t : but there had been as little 
skill in the formation as in the plan ; the batteries were without 
parapets, and the houses and trees which might afford cover to 
an enemy were not taken down. 

Soult meantime, as soon as he had entered Chaves, thought Advance of 
' ° the French 

to cut off Silveira; but that general frustrated his intent by re- f^ves 

tiring first to the mountains of Oura and Eeigaz, and then to Villa 
Pouca, where he took a position with the determination of de
fending it. The French, however, did not think this little force March is. 
of sufficient consequence to delay their march ; and sending out 
parties in different directions, in the hope that the report of their 
entrance spreading on all sides, might reach the Generals who 
were to co-operate with them, but with whom they had no means 
of communicating, they proceeded by the Braga road. The re
sistance which they found evinced the brave spirit of the people, 
and the incapacity of those who commanded them. The vil
lages were abandoned, stragglers were cut off, they were fired 
upon by the peasantry from the heights and the cover of crags 
°r trees ; any military attempt to impede them was conducted 

VOL. i i . A A 
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CHAP. with so little skill or order, that it served only to confirm their 
X I X contempt for the nation upon whom they had brought and were 
1809. about to bring such unutterable miseries; but sometimes a hand-
. March- ful of Portugueze stood their ground with a spirit like that of 

their ancestors; and sometimes an individual would rush upon 
certain death, so he could make sure of one Frenchman, know-

operatiom ing that if his countrymen would act upon the same principie of 
dsM.Soult, & J l 

V2S- life for life, the kingdom would soon be dehvered írom íts un-
provoked invaders. 

Tumuitsat Bernardina Freiré , not knowing whether the enemy would 
Braga. ' ° J 

take the way by Braga or by Villa-real, had given orders to 
secure the positions of Ponte de Cavez and Salto on the latter 
road, Ruivaens and Salamonde on the o ther : his head-quarters 
were at Braga, a city which had long been in a state of 
strange confusión. The clergy with whimsical indecorum had 
embodied themselves to serve as a guard of honour for the 
Primate till their services should be needed for the defence of 
the p lace ; and part of the exercise of this ecclesiastical corps 

niahgo en- w a s ^vith one hand to take off the hat at the Ave Maria bell, and 
tre Braga e ' 

'\í~T\". present arms with the other. Men lose their proper influence 
when they go out of their proper sphere ; and the extraordinary 
circumstances which justified the clergy in taking arms, and even 
increased their authority while they acted individually either in 
the ranks or in command, did not save them from ridicule when 
they thus exposed themseives to it as a body. At any time this 
would have been an evil ; it was especially so when the bonds of 
authority had been loosened, and envy, cupidity, and hatred 
were under no restraint. General Freiré had neither the talents 

March 15. ñor the character to command respect; and on his return from 
inspecting the positions at Ruivaens and Salamonde he had been 
insulted and menaced by the rabble at S. Gens. On the following 
day, having received intelligence that the enemy were on the 
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way to Ruivaens, he went to the heights of Carvalho d'Este, CHAP. 
with the intention of occupying a strong position there, not J ^ w 
indeed in any expectation of defeating the enemy, for having 1809. 
just military knowledge enough to see all the difficulties of his MarcK 

situation, he knew himself and the men under his command too 
well to entertain any hope; but time he thought might be gained 
for removing the stores from Braga, and whatever else could 
be saved. I t was soon understood that the pass of Ruivaens had 
been forced, and this intelligence was presently followed by the 
fearful tidings that the French had won the defiles of Salamonde 
also. His only thought now was of retiring upon Porto; and 
having dispatched in the night an order written in pencil to his 
adjutant-general for removing the military chest from Braga, and 
advising Parreiras, who commanded at Porto, of the enemy's March 17. 
approach, he entered the city in the morning, and found it in 
a state of complete anarchy. His dispatches had been seized 
and opened by the mob, and some of his messengers murdered. 
Conceiving that his only course now was to provide for the de
fence of Porto, he gave orders accordingly. The populace 
were of a different opinion; they thought the position at Car-
valho d'Este ought to be defended, and considered it either an 
act of cowardice or of treason to let the French advance without 
resistance. Freire, however, left the city without receiving any 
injury, and took the high road to Porto. At the village of Ca-
rapoa the peasants detained him as a traitor; he was rescued by se«,ten$a 
, -1 . sdbre as 

trie timely arrival of a commandant of brigade, and proceeded fr0^da-
with a guard of twenty men for his protection; but falling in g°r^f™ 
presently with a party of ordenanpas, they seized him, and insisted 53K 

upon taking him back to Braga. 
Meantime the peasantry from all sides had flocked to that &™™i 

c % , some retreating before the French, some hastening to meet ordered. 
them; some armed with pikes, those who had fowling-pieces 

A A 2 
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CHAP. looking for ammunition, all demanding to be embodied and led 
X I X " out against the enemy. At this juncture Barón d'Eben arrived 
1809. o n n i s retreat, in obedience to the General's instructions. This 
Jf"rat- Hanoverian nobleman, who was then a major in the British 

service, and equerry to the Prince ofWales , commanded the 
second battalion of the Lusitanian legión, and after Sir Robert 
Wilson's departure for the frontier had continued to train his 
men with a diligence and success which won the confidence of 
the people. The populace crowded round him, seized the reins 
of his horse, exclaimed that they were determined to defend the 
city, reviled the General for not leading them against the invaders, 
and insisted upon his taking the command. Barón d 'Eben pro-
mised to assist their patriotic exertions in the best manner he 
could, but said it was necessary that he should first speak with 
the General. By thus complying with their wishes he hoped to 
obtain an ascendancy which might enable him to prevent ex-
cesses ; and for the moment he seemed to have succeeded, for 
they allowed him to leave the city for that purpose with an escort 
of an hundred ordenanzas. They had not proceeded far before 
they met Freiré on foot between two ruffians, who held him by 
the arms, and followed by a ferocious mob, who threatened to 
fire upon D 'Eben when he attempted to interfere. Yielding to 
a rabble whom he was unable to oppose, he turned his horse 
toward Braga; the rabble then cheered him, and when he reached 
the house where his quarters were, thither the unfortunate Ge-: 
neral was brought. Freiré called upon him for protection; but 
when the Barón endeavoured to lead him into the house, one of 
the infuriated multitude thrust at the General with a sword, and 
wounded him slightly under D'Eben's arm. H e got, however, 
within the door, and D 'Eben hoping to save him by employing 
the people, went out and ordered the drum to beat, and the 
ordenanzas to form in line. The mob continued to fire upon the 
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house where Freiré was sheltered ; and D 'Eben then, as the only CHAP. 
means of saving him, proposed that he should be put in prison. ^ ^ 
TKis was done : and seeing him as he thought safe there, he 1809. 
yielded to the clamours of the people, who required to be led ..^^_ 
against the enemy. Accordingly he formed them in such order 
as he could, and set out. Presently a firing was heard in the 
city, and he was informed that the rabble had dragged out the 
General from the prison, and murdered him with circumstances 
of atrocious cruelty. Men, like wild beasts, when once they 
have tasted blood, acquire an appetite for it. The cry of treason, 
while it served as a pretext for oíd enmities and prívate designs, 
deceived the ignorant and inflamed the furious; and severa! 
persons of rank, as well as many of Freire's officers, were 
butchered in the city and in the neighbouring villages. 

The command was now a second time forced upon Barón TkePor-
* iugueze 

d'Eben bv acclamation, and to him the papers of the murdered ™utedJe-
J 7 i l fore Braga. 

General were brought. He sealed them up, dispatched them to 
Porto, and prepared as well as he could to put his tumultuary 
forcé in order. The bells from all the churches were ringing 
the alarm, and the ordenanzas were coming in at the cal i : no 
preparation had been made for supplying them with food when 
they were ordered to their stations, ñor were there any cartridges 
which would fit their pieces. . A single mould was at length 
found of the just size, lead was taken from the churches, and 
bullets were made during the night as fast as this slow process. 
would allow. Meanwhile the French vanguard under Generáis 
Franceschi and Laborde, with the brigade of General Foy, ar-
rived before the position of Carvalho, which a part of this tu
multuary forcé had occupied, about five miles in front of Braga. 
During three days frequent attacks were made, and the Portu-
gueze kept their ground. By this time the other divisions of the 
French had come up, and D 'Eben had collected about 23,000 Mm* ao. 



182 HISTORY OF THE 

CHAP. m e n ; £000 consisted of regular troops, the legión and the 
X I X - Braca milit ia; of the remainder only 5000 were armed with fire-
1809. arms, and most of these had only three rounds of ammunition. 
March- Such a multitude was little able to withstand the well-concerted 

and well-sustained attack of a disciplined forcé nearly equal in 
numbers. They were presently routed, and the French having 
found one of their fellow-soldiers horribly mutilated by some 

Operado»» ferocious persons into whose hands he had fallen, showed little 
de M. Soult, * 
14'2- mercy in the pursuit. D 'Eben and some of his oíficers at-

tempted in vain to rally the fugitives, that they might defend 
the ci ty; the answer to all his exhortations was, that there was 
no ammunition. The last act of the rabble was to murder those 
remaining objects of their suspicion whom D'Eben had hoped 
to save by putting them in prison. 

n!terFBrTl ^-^e French might impose upon the world by representing 
the dispersión of this tumultuous assemblage as a splendid vic-
to ry ; but they could not deceive themselves concerning the 
temper of the nation, when upon entering the city they found it 
deserted by all its inhabitants, and stripped of every thing which 
could be carried away. If their light vanity could be elated 
with the vaunt that in the course of eleven days they had won 
many battles, taken two towns, and forced the passage of a chain 
of mountains, there was enough to abate their pleasure, if not 
their pride, in the fact that empty houses were all that they had 
gained; that they were masters of no more country than their 
troops could cover, and only while they covered i t ; and in the 
ominous apprehension excited by knowing how deeply and how 
deservedly they were hated by the people whom they had invaded. 
They consoled themselves with the thought that the rich mer-
chants of Porto would not abandon their property as the people 
of Braga had done their dwellings; and Marshal Soult was not 
sparing of professions, that it was with regret he had been com-
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pelled to employ forcé, when his only object in entering Portu- CHAP. 
gal was to deliver that fine country from the ruinous yoke of ^*f^, 
theEnglish, the eternal enemies of her prosperity. Some of the 1809. 
inhabitants were induced to return, and one was found timid Manh-_ 
or traitorous enough to take upon himself the office of Corregi
dor by Marshal Soult's appointment. The most important busi-
ness which this wretched instrument of the enemy was called 
upon to perform was to provide them with food; for which 
purpose he was instructed to assure his countrymen that if they 
did not bring in provisions, the French would take them; that 
in that case the offícers could not control the men; it would 
therefore be for their own interest to act as they were required opemtim*, 

J •*• ó[C. 146—8. 

to do, and for all which they supplied they should receive re-
ceipts, payable in a manner afterwards to be explained. 

After resting his army three days, and leaving 700 sick and T^f^tre 

wounded in the hospitals, Soult proceeded on his march. One Forto% 

! • • • • i • i i * March 24. 

división, which found the bndge over the Ave at Barca da Trofa 
broken down, and the ford guarded too well to be passed without 
loss and difíiculty, succeeded in-winning and repairing the Ponte 
de S. Justo over the same river, higher up. The Ponte de Ave 
also was forced by Colonel Lallemand in a second attempt; and 
the officers who defended it were murdered by their men, who, 
feeling in themselves no want of courage or of will, imputed 
every reverse to treachery in their leaders. Without farther 
opposition the enemy advanced upon Porto, and the Marshal 
sent in a summons to the Bishop, the-magis trates, and the General, March 23. 
in the usual French style, protesting that the French carne not 
as enemies to the Portugueze, but only to drive away the English; 
and that the rulers of the city would be responsible before God 
and man for the blood that would be shed, and the horrors which 
nmst ensue, if they attempted to oppose an army accustomed to 
victory. I t was not without danger that the summons could be 
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CHAP. delivered; and General Foy, who either being deceived by the 
X I X - gestures of a party of soldiers, or mistaking them, advanced to 
1809. receive their submission, was surrounded and carried into the 

. M""''- city. A cry was set up that they had taken Loison; and Foy 
Avould have been tora to pieces, in vengeance for Loison's crimes, 

operatumt, if he had not possessed presence of mind enough to lift up both 
•es- ° hands, and thus prove to the people that he was not their oíd 

one-armed enemy. 
mírfered T n e persons in authority had sufficient influence to save his 

life, and put him in confmement for security; but they were 
™- '• P- unable to protect Luiz de Oliveira, who having been deservedly 

thrown into prison in June , had been left there as if forgotten, 
with that iniquitous neglect of justice which had long been usual 
in Portugal. He was murdered and dragged through the streets 
by the rabble ; and a few other victims perished in this last ex
plosión of popular fury. The Bishop, who appears to have been 
at that time in the battery of S. Francisco encouraging the troops, 
saw now what had been represented to him vainly, though in 
time, that the works were too extensive, as well as too weak. 
He had been advdsed to strengthen them by throwing up works 
en fleche, to place 1500 of the best troops in their rear, as a re
serve for supporting the point which should be attacked, and to 
throw up a second line cióse under the suburb, and have the 
houses loop-holed, in preparation for that sort of defence which 
the inhabitants were in a temper to have maintained, had there 
been spirits to have directed them, as at Zaragoza. None of 

Thebunop these things had been done ; and the Bishop, sensible when too 
¡caves the , „ . r? 

aty. late oí the errors which had been committed, and the valué of the 
time which had been lost, and perceiving also too many proofs 
of that confusión which insubordination always produces, crossed 
to the left bank of the Douro during the night, leaving the ill-
planned and ill-constructed works to be defended by an inade-


