PENINSULAR WAR.

the dreadful necessity of retaliation, signed the death of their
own countrymen when they murdered a Spaniard.”

The Junta pronounced the funeral oration of Zaragoza, in
an address to the people. ¢ Spaniards,” said they, ¢ the only
boon which Zaragoza begged of our unfortunate monarch at
Vittoria was, that she might be the first city to sacrifice herself
in his defence. That sacrifice has been consummated. More
than two months the murderous siege continued ; almost all the
houses were destroyed, those which were still standing had been
undermined ; provisions were nearly exhausted, ammunition all
consumed ; 16,000 sick were struggling with a mortal contagion,
which every day hurried hundreds to the grave ; the garrison was
reduced to less than a sixth part; the general dying of the pesti-
lence ; O’Neille, the second in command, dead ; St. Marc, upon
whom the command then devolved, prostrated by the fever: so
much was required, Spaniards, to make Zaragoza yield to the
rigour of fate, and suffer herself to be occupied by the enemy.
The surrender was made upon such terms as the French have
granted to other towns, and those terms have been observed as
usual by the perfidious enemy. Thus only were they able to
take possession of those glorious precincts, filled only with de-
molished houses and temples, and peopled only with the dead
and the dying ; where every street, every ruin, every wall, every
stone, seemed mutely to say to the beholder, Go, tell my king,
that Zaragoza, faithful to her word, hath joyfully sacrificed her-
self to maintain her truth.

‘¢ A series of events, as mournful as they are notorious, frus-
trated all the efforts which were made to relieve the city ; but
the imagination of all good men accompanied her defenders in
their dangers, was agitated with them in their battles, sympa-
thised in their privations and efforts, and followed them through
all the dreadful vicissitudes of their fortune ; and when strength
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CHAP. failed them at last through a continued resistance, which they
% had prolonged almost beyond belief, in the first moment of grief
1809. it seemed as if the light of liberty had been at once extinguished,
ey and the column of independence overthrown. But, Spaniards,
Zaragoza still survives for imitation and example! still survives
in the public spirit which, from her heroic exertions, is for ever
imbibing lessons of courage and of constancy. For where is the
Spaniard, priding himself upon that name, who would be less
than the Zaragozans, and not seal the liberty of his country,
which he has proclaimed, and the faith to his king, which he has
promised, at the cost of the same perils and the same labours?
Let the base, the selfish, and the cowardly be dismayed by them ;
not the other towns of Aragon, who are ready to imitate and
to recover their capital ; not the firm and faithful patriots, who
see in that illustrious city a model to imitate, vengeance to be
exacted, and the only path of conquest. Forty thousand French-
men, who have perished before the mud walls of Zaragoza, cause
France to mourn the barren and ephemeral triumph which she
has obtained, and evince to Spain, that three cities of equal re-
solution will save their country, and baffle the tyrant. Valour
springs from valour ; and when the unhappy who have suffered,
and the victims who have died there, shall learn that their fellow-
citizens, following them in the paths of glory, have surpassed
them in fortune, they will bless their destiny, however rigorous

it has been, and rejoice in the contemplation of our triumphs.
““'Time passes away, and days will come when these dreadful
convulsions, with which the genius of iniquity is now afflicting
the earth, will have subsided. 'The friends of virtue and pa-
triotism will come to the banks of the Ebro to visit those ma-
jestic ruins, and beholding them with admiration and with envy,
Here, they will say, stood that city which in modern ages realised,
or, more truly, surpassed those ancient prodigies of devotement
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and constancy, which are scarcely credited in history ! Without
a regiment, without other defence than a weak wall, without
other resources than its courage, it first dared to provoke the
fury of the tyrant: twice it withstood the force of his victorious
legions. The subjection of this open and defenceless town cost
France more blood, more tears, more slaughter, than the con-
quest of whole kingdoms: nor was it French valour that sub-
dued it ; a deadly and general pestilence prostrated the strength
of its defenders, and the enemy, when they entered, triumphed
over a few sick and dying men, but they did not subdue citizens,
nor conquer soldiers.” ;

This address was followed by a decree, declaring ¢ that Za-
ragoza, its inhabitants, and garrison, had deserved well of their
country, in an eminent and heroic degree: That whenever Pala-
fox should be restored to liberty, to effect which no efforts on
the part of the government should be wanting, the Junta, in
the name of the nation, would confer upon him that reward
which might seem most worthy of his unconquerable constancy
and ardent patriotism : That every officer employed in the siege
should be promoted one step, and every private soldier enjoy the
rank and the pay of serjeant: That all the defenders of Zaragoza,
and its inhabitants, and their heirs, should enjoy personal no-
‘bility : That pensions, conformable to their rank and circum-
stances, should be granted to the widows and orphans of all
who had perished there: That the having been within the walls
during the siege should be considered as a claim in future pre-
tensions : That Zaragoza should be exempt from all contributions
for ten years, from the time when peace should be established ;
and that at that time the rebuilding of the public edifices, with
all possible magnificence, should be begun at the expense of the
state, and a monument erected in the great square of the city,
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CHAP. in perpetual memory of the valour of the inhabitants and their

XVIIL olorious defence: That in all the cities of the kingdom an in-

1809. scription should forthwith be set up, relating the most heroic

Farary. - circumstances of the two sieges, and a medal be struck in its
honour, as a testimony of national gratitude. Finally, the Junta
promised the same honours and privileges to every city which
should resist a like siege with like constancy, and proposed
rewards for the best poem and best discourse upon this me-
morable event ; the object being not only to hold up the virtues
of the Zaragozans to the present generation and to posterity, but
to inflame the hearts of the Spaniards with the same ardent
patriotism, the same love of freedom, and the same abhorrence
of tyranny.”

Falsehoods

of the The capitulation was published by the Intruder’s ministers
et in the Madrid gazette, and inserted in a French journal printed
in the same capital. That journal was suppressed by order of
Buonaparte as soon as he was informed of this ; and it was stated
in his bulletin that Lasnes would allow no capitulation, and had
only published certain provisions as his * pleasure ; and that the
French possessed themselves of the whole town by force. Had
the facts been thus, it would not have derogated in the slightest

degree from the heroism of a people who had discharged their

* Baron Rogniat also in his relation of the siege says, le Maréchal exigea que la
ville se rendit a discretion (p. 44), and omits to say that terms of capitulation were
required and granted. Baron Rogniat declares that one of his motives for publishing
this relation, which he was not permitted to do during the reign of Buonaparte, was to
celebrate the glory of his comrades. For a man of honour and humanity to have been
in the course of military service involuntarily engaged in effecting such a conquest,

would be the greatest of all misfortunes; but to look back upon it with complacency,
and record it as glorious, is a crime.
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duty to the uttermost. But the falsehood is worthy of notice, cgap.
not only as showing Napoleon Buonaparte’s systematic dis- XVIL
regard of truth, but as exemplifying also that want of generosity 1809.
which peculiarly characterized him, and made him incapable Feruary.
of doing justice in any one instance to the principles, virtues,

talents, or even courage, of those by whom he was opposed.
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CHAPTER XIX.
INVASION OF PORTUGAL BY MARSHAL SOULT.

1809. TrE conquest of Portugal was announced by Buonaparte not
pongat less confidently than his sentence of subjugation against Zaragoza;
e and no difficulty was expected in effecting it. It was stated in the
7t bulletins that the rage of the Portugueze against the English was

at its utmost height; that they were as indignant at the per-
fidy of their allies as they were disgusted by their difference of
manners and religion, by their brutal intemperance, and by that
arrogance which made these islanders odious to the whole con-
tinent ; that bloody affrays between them were occurring every
day, and that the British garrison of Lisbon had embarked in
order to abandon a people whom they had deceived and out-
raged. The real state of things gave some plausibility to these
falsehoods ; for the French were well informed of the alarm that
prevailed in Lisbon, which was indeed such as seemed to justify
their vaunts, and might easily enable them to accomplish their
Prepora- . PUTpose. Preparations had been made for evacuating that ca-
Engtisl v pital ; transports were collected in the Tagus, and notice officially
Liskor. — ojven to the British merchants to hold themselves in readiness
for immediate embarkation in case the enemy should advance
towards them. These measures were taken early in January,
before it was known that Sir John Moore was retx‘eati}lg. As

soon as intelligence of his retreat was received, the Regency




PENINSULAR WAR. 161

communicated it to the people. ¢ Portugueze,” they said, * the CHAP.
governors of the kingdom do not mean to deceive you. They f,x\,
themselves announce that the armies of Moore and Romana have 1809.
retired to the interior of Galicia, leaving our frontiers uncovered ; 22"
that those frontiers, from their great extent, are exposed to in- fue
vasion ; that the Emperor of the French is accustomed to em- fper. "
ploy his whole force when he attacks a nation; that his rapid
marches give no time for the reunion of troops to act against

him on the defensive; and that he presses on to the capital,
endeavouring to surprise the government, and to spread anarchy

and confusion. This mode of warfare exposes some cities and

towns to the ravages of invasion; but such partial ravages are

not the ruin of a state. It was in the centre of Portugal that

our ancestors sealed our independence with their blood. Know-

ing this, the governors have directed their measures accordingly ;

strong passes, formed by nature to be the bulwarks of our liberty,

and deep rivers, which cannot without danger be crossed, will

be defended in a military manner ; and if, in spite of this, the
enemy of Furope should proceed to Lisbon, he will find around

it a determined people, who will cause the glorious deeds of

those times to be remembered, when the walls of that city were

the scene of their heroism and their triumph.”

This was wise language, and though it proceeded from a go- su o
vernment on which they had little reason to rely, the Portugueze %}; oL
answered the appeal with enthusiasm. The squares were filled,
the streets lined with volunteers, practising their evolutions with
a zeal deserving better teachers than it found. In these ranks
the old man and the stripling stood side by side, .. all pedantry
of inches and proportion was forgotten ; the strength to carry
arms, and the heart to use them, were the only qualifications
required. Some were armed with fowling-pieces, some with
bayonets screwed upon poles, some with pikes and halberds,
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which for centuries had hung idly in the hall ; bullets were piled
up in heaps at every stall, with flints and ramrods; and rusty
weapons of all kinds were brought out from the dust to answer
the general demand for arms. The children with their flags and
wooden guns were playing at soldiers, imitating the discipline
of their fathers with that spirit which, if well fostered and di-
rected, would render any country invincible. There was no
want of courage, of enthusiasm, or of patriotic feeling ; but the
people had none to direct and train them, none to whom they
could look with confidence. ;

It was the beginning of February before the news arrived of
Sir John Moore’s death, and that his army had withdrawn from
Spain. Fourteen thousand English troops had been left at Lisbon
when that army began its march. Some regiments had advanced
to the frontiers, that they might be near the commander-in-chief
if he should require to be reinforced, or find it expedient to fall
back upon them. These, learning that he had retreated by a dif-
ferent route, and that superior forces were hastening against them,
returned by forced marches to the capital. Ivery thing was in
confusion there. One day the cavalry was embarked, the next it
was relanded. The sea batteries were dismantled, and their guns
shipped for Brazil ; those at FortSt.Julien alone were left mounted,
as a defensible post if the British troops should be forced to em-
bark precipitately. The women belonging to the army were sent
on board. These preparations exasperated the people : they were
eager to do whatever should be required of them in the defence
of their country: that their own governors wanted courage or
ability to stand by them was nothing more than what they ex-
pected ; but from the English, the old and faithful friends of the
Portugueze, they looked for that assistance which England had
never refused to Portugal in its time of need. The feeling which
this intended abandonment produced was rather anger than fear
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and they resented it more as if they felt ashamed for allies long CHAP.
trusted, and always found worthy, than alarmed for the con- s
sequences to themselves. A party of the armed populace seized 1809.
the English ambassador’s baggage, which was packed up for Z2<¥
removal. The government affected to consider this as the work .2+
of French emissaries, though it was evidently a manifestation of
the general temper. Threats of condign punishment were de-
nounced against any person who should again offer insult to a
British subject; and the people were assured it was only by the
powerful assistance of the British army that their national in-
dependence could be maintained.

The bulletins had -announced that Marshal Soult would cross . so

ordered to

the Minho from Tuy on the 11th of February, reach Porto by ot
the 20th, and Lisbon by the 28th. His instructions were to
march along the coast, as the shortest and most convenient line,
where, though there was no high road, there were no mountains,
-and the ways every where practicable for carriages; he was to
govern the country as Junot had done, and induce the people as
soon as possible to request from Napoleon a King of his appoint-
ment. The nominal force allotted him was 50,000 men, and the
staff might have sufficed for twice that amount ; but the efficient
numbers fell far short. They had suffered much in the battle of
Corufia ; they had suffered also by their rapid advance through so
difficult a country in the severest weather: and in means also they
were deficient ; for though it was their system to take whatever
they required, they were now in a province where little was to
be found. Plate, jewels, indigo, Peruvian bark, whatever mar-
ketable plunder Galicia afforded, these dealers in wholesale
rapine shipped from Coruna for France. Articles of immediate Dificuiuer

. : . = : providing
necessity were not so readily obtained. The military hospitals 7 ¢
were in want of every thing, even rags for the wounded, for linen
here was a luxury not in general use. The mills of that country
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(which are of the simplest construction, working by a single
horizontal wheel) were so small, that ninety of them could not
supply more flour in a day than was required for the daily
consumption of the invading army; and as the invaders could
find no Spaniards to serve them, they were obliged to draw not
only millers, but bakers and butchers from the regiments. Grain
was scarce, Galicia being a grazing province, which at no time
produced more than a third of what its own inhabitants required.

- The summary mode of stripping them by requisitions, to which
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the French as usual resorted, was in this instance impeded by
their own people: for the detachments who were stationed in
different parts to keep the communication open, finding how
scanty the resources were, and apprehending that if food were
sent away they should be left without it, suffered the orders of the
commissariat to be neglected, and took care of themselves alone.

Marshal Soult, however, entered upon his expedition in full
confidence of success. He believed that a great proportion of
the British troops had perished by shipwreck during the heavy
gales which had prevailed after their embarkation; that they had
determined as soon as he should approach Lisbon to blow up the
magazines and arsenals, and abandon the place ; that they talked
of nothing more enterprising than a landing at Quiberon ; and
that this was a mere vaunt, for certainly it would be long before
their army would be again in a condition to show itself.

The plan which had been laid down for him was well con-
certed. Marshal Victor was to manceuvre on the side of Ba-
dajoz, and send a column in the direction of Lisbon to facilitate
the operations against that city. Lapisse was to threaten the
frontier between the Douro and Almeida, occupy Ciudad Ro-
drigo, march upon Abrantes as soon as Soult should have reached
Porto, and when that general was master of Lisbon, Lapisse was
then to join Victor, and enter Andalusia, the conquest of the south



