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then watched by detachments of soldiers and of gendarmerie, 
into Bourdeaux. He found that the secret council of the 
royalists there, contrary alike to his wishes and expectations, 
had just dispatched a messenger to Marshal Beresford, re-
questing him to delay his movement, that they might have more 
time for preparing the people, and bringing the royalists from 
the country round to the support of those in the town. This 
was at ten on the night of the lOth; his representations how 
impolitic it was to allow the timid time for considering the 
danger, and how desirable that at this crisis Bourdeaux should 
declare itself for their legitimate king by a spontaneous move
ment, inspired them with a braver spirit: and four of their con-
federates were then successively sent oíf to meet the Duc d'An-
gouléme and the English, and entreat them to expedite their 
march. 

The battle of Orthes had already struck fear into those 
persons from whom the royalists had most to apprehend ; and 
no sooner was it known that a British forcé was advancing 
toward Bourdeaux, than the principal persons there who were 
in Buon aparte's service thought it hopeless to resist. The 
senator M. Cornudet, who was Commissioner Extraordinary in 
this department, ordered all the civil and ecclesiastical autho-
rities to be dissolved, and every person in the employ of 
government to leave the city. He gave directions for destroying 
two frigates which were upon the stocks; and when it was 
rumoured that this would be opposed by the people, he set fire 
to them himself; and, taking with him the public chests, and as 
much gunpowder and saltpetre as he could remove in haste 
from the public stores, he withdrew. General Lhuillier, who 
had the military command, could not collect more than 2000 
soldiers; he, therefore, withdrew also. But the Archbishop, 
as well as the Mayor, M. Lynch, remained and prepared to 
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receive the Duc d'Angouléme as the nephew of their lawful 
King, and the English as his allies. Instead of finding any 
forcé to resist him on the way, or any disposition for resistance, 
Marshal Beresford was met by royalists from all parts of Medoc 
and Guienne, who carne in crowds to welcome the Duc. Long 
accustomed to adversity, the Duc himself was not elated by 
this fair appearance of returning fortune; he knew that, what-
ever might be the wishes of the allied sovereigns, they did not 
yet consider it their policy to espouse the cause of the Bourbons, 
and he requested the people not to endanger themselves by a hasty 
declaration ; but, notwithstanding this expressed desire, the cry 
of " Vive le ROÍ!" was raised in the little town of Bazan when 
he entered it. Early on the morning of the 12th, the local 
authorities of Bourdéaux assembled at the Hotel de Ville. The 
English hussars were beginning to enter, when Rochejaquelein 
rodewith all speed to meet Marshal Beresford, and requested him 
to withdraw them, that the royalists might declare themselves 
before he entered: of course this was instantly done. The 
municipality went out to meet him ; the royal guard which had 
secretly been formed were instructed to assemble upon the road 
with arms concealed, and their officers foliowed in the ma-
gistrates' train. As soon as Beresford arrived at the bridge of 
La Maye, he sent Colonel Vivían to the Mayor, saying that he 
hoped to enter the city as a friend and an ally. The Mayor 
met the Marshal without the gates, and addressed him to this 
effect, that if he were about to enter Bourdéaux as a conqueror, 
he might possess himself of the keys, which there were no 
means of defending ; but if he carne in the ñame of the King of 
France and of his ally, the King of England, they should then 
be joyfully presented to him. Marshal Beresford replied, that 
his orders were to occupy the city and to protect i t ; that he 
hoped his message had been satisfactory, and that the city which 
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he was about to enter was the city of an ally inhabited by the 
subjects of Louis XVIII . M. Lynch, upon this, exclaimed, 
" Vive le ROÍ !" cast away his scarf, and put on the white 
cockade. At the same moment the white flag was displayed 
from the steeple of St. Michaers : those who were prepared with 
white cockades mounted them, those who were not supplied their 
place with paper; and when, about an hour afterwards, the 
Duc de Guiche arrived and announced the near arrival of 
Monseigneur the Duc d'Angouléme, Bourdeaux had never 
before witnessed so general or so generous a joy as was then 
manifested. Crowds pressed round him, if they might but 
touch his clothes or his horse ; some cried, " He is of our 
blood ; he was born a Frenchman, and feels like a French-
man \" numbers fell on their knees and blessed him, and blessed 
God that they had lived to see this day; mothers pointed him 
out to their children and said, " Now we shall no longer lose 
all our sons in the war \" 

It was nearly two hours before the Duc could make his way 
through the multitude to the cathedral. There the Archbishop 
at the head of the clergy awaited him at the great door, and 
Te Deum was performed there amid the acclamations of the 
populace. M. Lynch issued a proclamation in a strain well 
pitched to support the feeling which had thus strongly been 
excited. " Inhabitants of Bourdeaux," said he, " happy cir-
cumstances liave called upon the paternal magistrate of your 
city to become the interpreter of your long suppressed wishes, 
and the organ of your interests, by welcoming in your ñame 
the nephew of Louis XVI., whose presence has converted into 
allies an irritated nation bearing the character of enemies till 
they reached your gates. It is not to subjugate our country 
that the English, and the Spaniards, and the Portugueze appear 
where they now are: they are come with united forces into the 

858 

CHAP. 
XLVI. 

1814. 

March. 



PENINSULAR WAR. 859 

south of France actuated by the same feelings as the nations of the 
north, to destroy the scourge of Europe, and supply his place by 
a monarch who will be the father of his people. The hands of 
the Bourbons are undefiled with French blood ; the testament 
of Louis XVI. is their guide, and they renounce all thoughts of 
resentment: they proelaim that elemeney and tolerance are the 
leading features of their conduct; and, in deploring the terrible 
ravages of that tyranny which licentiousness introduced, they 
forget the errors caused by the illusions of liberty. No more 
tyranny! no more war! no more conscription ! no more vexatious 
taxes! are the eoncise and consoling expressions addressed to you 
by a Prince who has the daughter of Louis XVI. for his consort. 
I am proud that you are the first who have set an example to 
France. Every thing tends to assure us that our misfortunes 
are about to termínate, and that national rivalry will cease with 
them. It seems to have been decreed by Providence that the 
great commander, who so well deserves to be entitled the 
Liberator of Nations, should attach his glorious ñame to this 
glorious epoch, this memorable consummation of all my wishes. 
Fellow-citizens, such are the hopes and motives which have 
supported me at this trying period, and directed my conduct, 
and determined me, if necessary, to sacrifice my life for you. 
God is my witness, that I have no object in view but the good 
of my country. Long live the King !" 

The Royalists, by whom this most important movement was 
prepared and directed, were none of those time-servers who 
take advantage of all changes to forward their own fortunes, 
and whose professed principies are aiways found to be in per-
fect accord with their immediate interest. When Rochejaque-
lein and the Bordelais set life and fortune thus upon the die, 
the Bourbons were wholly disregarded by the Allied Powers; 
those powers were still negotiating with Buonaparte,. . still 
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March. 

March 1. 

willing, and as it seemed desirous to conclude a peace with him 
which should have left him the recognized Emperor of France. 
He, too, giving proof of greater military genius than could 
justly be inferred from his most brilliant career of success, had 
made head against their invading armies with an inferior forcé; 
and obtained advantages which raised the hopes of his admirers, 
and confirmed his overweening coníidence in his own resources 
and strength of character. He flattered himself at this time, 
and endeavoured to persuade the French people, that the allies 
considered the scheme of invasión hopeless, that they were about 
to withdraw from the French territory, and to dissolve their ill-
compacted league. The former conduct of those powers afForded 
some ground for such expectation ; but they had profited by expe-
rience, and while the negotiations for peace were still pending at 
Chatillon, concluded a treaty among themselves which might have 
wakened Buonaparte from his delusion. By this treaty, Austria, 
Russia, Prussia, and Great Britain, formed a league oíFensive and 
defensivefor twenty years, each binding itself not to treat sepa-
rately with the enemy, and each to keep on foot an army of 
150,000 men, exclusive of garrisons, England reserving an 
option to subsidize other troops in place of her own, and agree-
ing to supply five millions sterling, to be divided among the 
other powers for maintaining the war. Each of these contract-
ing powers was fully supported in this energetic policy by the 
spirit of its people. But Buonaparte continued to act as if he 
had still only to deal with sovereigns whom he might cajole, 
and statesmen whom he might intimidate or corrupt; and in 
this temper he sent his ultimátum to the congress, demanding 
for himself the whole line of the Rhine, great part of that of the 
Waal, and the fortress of Nimeguen ; Italy, including Venice, 
for his son-in-law Eugene Beauharnois ; indemnities for that 
prince as having been Grand Duke of Frankfort, for Jerome 
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on the score of his kingdom of Westphalia, for Louis as Grand 
Duke of Berg , . . and for Joseph the Intruder, not indeed in 
compensation for Spain, but for Naples,. . from whence Buona-
parte himself had removed him to Madrid! Such demands 
were at once rejected, and the congress was dissolved. 

This was subsequent to the declaration of Bourdeaux in 
favour of the Bourbons ; and when the news of that declaration 
was known in England, some apprehensions were felt for its 
immediate consequences to the persons who were principally 
concerned. What mercy they might expect if Buonaparte 
should maintain himself upon the throne was plainly indicated 
in a proclamation addressed at this time by Marshal Soult to 
his troops; it was directed against the British General as -\vell 
as the Royalists, and in the spirit of one who had served the 
tyrant in his schemes of iniquitous ambition, without scruple 
and without remorse. " Soldiers," said he, in this remarkable 
address, " there will be no repose for us till this hostile army 
shall be annihilated, or till it shall have evacuated the territory 
of the Emperor. It does not suspect the dangers which surround, 
ñor the perils which await i t ; but time will teach this army, and 
the General who commands it, that our territory is not invaded 
with impunity, and that French honour is not with impunity 
insulted. The British General has had the audacity to incite 
you and your countrymen to revolt and sedition! He has 
dared insult the national honour: he has had the baseness to 
excite the French to break their oaths, and to be guilty of per-
jury ! Yet a few days and those who have been capable of 
believing in the sincerity and delicacy of the English will learn 
to their cost that the English have no other object in this war 
than to destroy France by its own instrumentality, and reduce 
the French to servitude like the Portugueze, the Sicilians, and 
all the other peoplewho have groaned under their yoke. Letthese 
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deluded Frenchmen look back upon the past, they will see the 
English at the head of every conspiracy, of the overthrow of all 
principies, of the destruction of all establishments, whether of 
greatness or of industry, for the sake of gratifying their inordi-
nate ambition and their insatiable avarice. Is there a single 
point on the surface of the globe where they have not either by 
fraud or violence brought about the ruin of the manufactories 
which rivalled or surpassed their own ? Soldiers, let us devote 
to shame and general execration every Frenchman who shall 
have favoured the projects of the enemy ; there is no longer any 
bond between them and us ! Our motto is Honour and Fidelity. 
Our duty is marked out: implacable hatred to traitors and to 
the enemies of the French ñame: interminable war to those 
who would divide in order to destroy us; as well as to the 
wretches who would desert the imperial eagles for any other 
standard ! Let us have always in our minds fifteen ages of glory, 
and the innumerable triumphs which have rendered our country 
illustrious! Let us contémplate the prodigious efforts of our 
great Emperor, and his signal victories which will eternize the 
French ñame! Let us be worthy of him, and that we may 
bequeath to our posterity without a stain the inheritance which 
we have received from our fathers \" 

This proclamation was more in accord with the moral than 
with the military reputation which Marshal Soult had established 
for himself. It ill became him as a great General to pour out 
coarse and angry invectives against his adversary; but the ran-
cour with which he reviled and calumniated the English, the 
threat of interminable war to them, and of implacable hatred to 
the French loyalists, these were in the spirit of his councils and 
his conduct. For he had proved himself by his impassibility 
not less than by his talents, worthy of the confidence which 
Buonaparte placed in him . . and of the service in which he had 
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been employed. But his exhortation to the French soldiers 
that they should be worthy of their Emperor was superfluous: v 

Buonaparte's soldiers had long been worthy of him! To this 
Jafta had borne witness; Madrid and Porto, Ucles and Tarra-" 
gona were witnesses; the wrongs, the suíFerings, and the curses 
of allEurope testifiedit; and the confederated nations, in whom 
the insolence and the excesses of those soldiers had roused a 
feeling which no ordinary war could have excited, and who 
were now moving from the Tagus and the Elbe, the Danube 
and the Moskwa against the general oppressor,.. the common 
enemy,. . the individual who, when he might have conferred 
greater benefits upon Europe than ever sovereign before him, in 
ancient or modern times, had deliberately chosen the evil part, 
and employed his mighty power to bring about the worst ends 
by the most flagitious means. 

But if some fears were entertained in England for the loyalists 
at Bourdeaux who had not waited to declare their loyalty till ' 
the danger would have been in delaying the declaration, a 
generous sympathy also was manifested. The militia availed 
themselves of the act which allowed them to volunteer for 
foreign service. The example was set by the Marquis of 
Buckingham and Sir Watkin Williams Wynn, and they sailed 
as soon as possible with 4000 men for the Gironde. Contrary 
winds impeded their passage: meantime Buonaparte had ordered 
a división under General Decaen to march against it by Peri-
gueux, and Lhuillier collected what forcé he could to the north 
of the city. But Buonaparte and his Generáis had now no 
forcé at their disposal strong enough to put down the spirit that 
had shown itself; the rich raised companies of cavalry, the arti-
sans formed a volunteer guard for the Duc ; and Lord Welling-
ton was now so well acquainted with the disposition of the French 
people, that without any fears for Bourdeaux, he recalled Mar-
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shal Beresford with two divisions, tbinking that Lord Dalhousie 
with 5000 men would secure it from any attempt that could be 
made against it. Admiral Penrose had hastened thither with 
the Egmont, the Andromache, and Belle Poule frigates, and 
sorae smaller vessels, and entered the Gironde without sustaining 
any loss from the fire of the forts and batteries at its mouth. 
There was more danger from the difficulty of the navigation, 
but this also was surmounted by the skill and the exertion of 
British seamen. The enemy had the Regulus line-of-battle-
ship, three brigs of war, and some chasse-marées lying in the 
river, and the squadron chased them as high as the shoal of Tal-
mont, where the French passed up through the narrow channel 
to the north, which had been buoyed for the purpose, and then 
took shelter under the strong batteries on each side of Talmont 
bay, the British squadron anchoring outside the shoal. Port de 
Blaye still prevented the navigation of the Garonne; the mayor 
of that place would willingly have hoisted the white flag, but 
thouffh he found means of lettins; the Duc know his own sentí-
ments, he could not persuade the garrison to take that part. 
While the Admiral prepared to act against it, Lord Dal
housie, taking Ptochejaquelein for his guide, crossed the Ga
ronne, and pushed the enemy's parties under General Lhuil-
lier, beyond the Dordogne ; he then crossed that river at St. 
Andre de Cubzac, with a view to the attack of the fort, but 
learning that Lhuillier with 300 cavalry and 1200 foot had 
retired by Etauliers, he moved on that point, intending to turn 
back again upon Blaye if that General continued his retreat. 
Lhuillier however drew out his corps in a large open common 
near Etauliers, and occupied some woods in front of i t : the 
woods were soon cleared; the enemy's horse and foot gave way 
and retired through the town, leaving scattered parties to 
shift for themselves; some 300 prisoners were taken, including 
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