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atan language. But farther; when a play has any degreeof unity 
in a&ion, time, and place; when the feveral fcenes, the charaéters 
lead on to, and termínate in one grand deíign, or eventj I will 
venture to fay, if it be tolerably well aíted, that a/breio-ner, tho' 
he does not underftand the language, will be able to tell you 
what the general drift and deíign of the play was: Let a Spaniard, 
or Frenchman, who is ignorant of the Engliíh tongue, be prefent 
at the reprefentation of Otbello, Lear, Richard, Thejourney to Lon-
don, or T/oe Bold Stroke for a Wife, and I am certain he will give 
a juft account of all he íaw : he will tell you, that one murdered 
his wife for jealoufy; that the otber went mad for the ingratitude 
of his daughters; that confcious guilt filled the third, though no 
coward fpirit, with all the horrors of remorfe. 

W H E N I went firft to the Spaniíh comedy, it was the feafon 
for acting the Autos, that is to fay, plays in fupport of the Ca-
tholic faith; for Auto de Fe is in their language an a£i offaith. 
I found at my firft entrance a good theatre, as to fize and íhape, 
but rather dirty, and ill lighted; and what made it worfe was an 
equal mixture of day-light and candles. The prompters head ap-
peared thro' a little trap-door above the level of the ftage, and I 
firft took him for a ghoft, or devil, juft ready to afcend to thefe 
upper regions: But I was foon undeceived, when he began to read 
the play loud enough for the aítors and the boxes too, who were 
near him. The pit was an odd fight, and made a motley, comical 
appearance ; many ftanding in their night-caps and cloaks; offi-
cers and foldiers interfperfed among the dirtieft mob, feemed rather 
ftrange. That which anfwered to our two-Jhilling-gallery; was 
filled with women only, all in the fame uniform, a dark petticoat, 
and a white woollen veil. The íide and front-boxes were occu-
pied by people well dreffed, and fome of the firft faíhion. 

W H E N the play began, the adors appeared much better attired, 
that is, in richer clothes, than thofe in England; and thefe they 
ehange perpetually, in order to let you fee the expenfive variety 
of their wardrobe. After fome fcenes had paffed, which were 
tedious and iníipid, there carne on an interlude of humour and 
drollery, defigned, I fuppofe, for the entertainment of the pit. One 
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of thefe comedians appeared tempting, with abag of money, a lady 
who fung to him very prettily, and did not feem altogether averie 
to grant him fome favours: in the mean while to my great furpriz6 

a man brought in three barbers blocks upon the ílage : after theic 
three faid barbers blocks were placed upon the fíage, the íarne 
man returned and drefíed them firft in mens chibes, and undrefieo 
them again, and then dreffed them once more in wome?is clothtt-
Now, Sir, to tell you the truth, it was for the falce of iuch fcenes 

as thefe that I placed thofe Unes of H O R A C E at the head of thlS 

account; becauíe I am perfuaded the author attempted this excel-
lent piece of humoiír, for the reafon there given, for the fake oí 
his friends in the pit, and this without violating the decorum due 

-to the national gravity of his countrymen. 

HOWEVER, I íhould not forget to tell you, that when thefe 
block ladies were properly attired, there carne in three men, who 
had a fancy to tempt thefe three ladies likewife; but they were 
inflexibly coy, and I think it was not long befo re their gallants dÜ' 
covered the miítake. But to quit this interlude, and return to the 

play again : In procefs of time, and after fome fcenes had pafled» 
which were long, tirefome, unintereííing, and full of fuftian and 
bombaftj the grand fcene approached; an acfor, dreífed in a 

long purple robe, appeared in the charadter of J E S Ú S C H R I S J ' 

or the Nuejiro Señor, as they cali him; immediately he was blio^" 
folded, buífeted, fpit upon, bound, fcourged, crowned with thorns» 
and compelled to bear his crofs, when he knelt down and cried» 
Padre mi! Padre mi! " My Father! my Fatherl.why haít thou fo[' 
" faken me?" After this he placed himfelf againft the wall, with his 
hands extended, as if on the crofs, and there imitated the expin^S 
agonies of his dying Lord. And what think you, my friend, was the 
conclulion of this awful and folemn fcene ? 'why, really, one every 
way fuitable to the dignity and ferioufnefs of the occaíion : one oí 
the a&reífes immediately unbound Chriít, diveítedhim of his croWfl 
and fcarlet robes; and when "he had put on his wig and coat ag*10' 
he immediately joined the reft of the ac~tors,-and danced A Jeqtíe* 
dillas. 

Speffatum admijji, rijum feneatis, amia? A s 
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As to the fequcdillas, or dance, it is little better upon the Spaniíh. 
ftage, than gently walking round one anotherj tho' when danced 

, in its true ípirit, in prívate houfes, it much refembles the Engliíh 
Hay. After this one of the a&reíTes, in a very long fpeech, ex-
plained the natúre, end, and defign of thefacrametits; you muíl 
know alfo, that the Spaniards admit a great number of foliloquies, 
full of tirefome, and uninterefting declamation, into their plays. 
In the laft fcene, Chrift appeared in a íhip triumphant; and thus 
the play concluded. I forgot to tell you, that Chriít, before. 
his paffion, preached to the four quarters of the world, in their 
proper drenes, upon the ftage: Europe and America heard him 
gladly, and received the faith; but Afta and África remained in-
corrigible. 

SOME time after I had feen this Auto (for, to fay the truth, my 
curiofity was a little abated with regard to the. Spaniíh ftage, from 
this fpecimen of it) I went to fee a regular comedy; there were 
two Engliíh gentlemen in the box with me at the fame time. W e 
underftood very little of the defign of the firñ aét; we faw a king, 
queen, an enchantrefs, and many other pretty, delightful fights : 
but the interínele, with which that aít concluded, is, I think, not 
to be equalled either by R O M E or G R E E C E ; neither FARQJJHAR, 
C I B B E R , or any of our loweít farce-writers, have ever produced 
any thing comparable to it. The fcene was intended for the in-
íide of a SpaniJIo Pojada (or inn) in the night; there were three 
feather-beds, and as many blankets brought upon the ftage ', the 
queen and her maids of honour perfonated the miftreís of the Po

jada and her maids; and accordingly fell to making the beds. Af
ter this there carne in fix men to lie there, who paid three quarts 
a piece ¡ one of them being a mifer, had rolled up his money in 
twenty or thirty pieces of paper. Then they undrelTed before th© 
ladies, by pulling oíf íix or {even pair of breeches, and as many 
coats and waiftcoats, and got into bed two by two : When behold, 
the jeft was, to fee them all kick the clothes oíf one another, and 
then fight, as the fpeélator is to fuppofe, in the dark. The ab-
furdity of this fcene, and the incomprehenfible ridiculoufnefs of it, 
made us laugh immoderately. The fight of the feather-beds, the 
men kicking and fprawling, the peáis of applaufe, that echoed 
through the houfe, were truly inconceivable; tho', I believe, our 

•P neigh-



ÍOÓ V I E W O F T H E S T A G E . 

neighbours in the next box thought we kughed at the wit *" 
humour of the author. It was a fcene thatbeggars all poffible de-
fcription, and I defy any theatre in E U R O P E , but that of MADRID» 
to produce íiich another. S H U T E R ' S favourite Beggars Bufh, w l 

all its low ribaldry, is by no means a match for it. But to retu Á 
once more to the play: When this interlude was finiíhed, there Wc 

ceeded fome other fcenes, between the king, queen, enchantreis» 
and the reft of the actors; fuch as five or fix of them drawing thel 

fwords upon the enchantrefs all at once, who parries them wit*1 

her wand, and retires into her cell unhurt. They are furprifed to 
find that their fwords made no impremon, and fo put them up 
into their fcabbards for a better occanon, crying, Muy grande fl^' 
ramilla ! that is, " It is a very great wonder!" At other tim^8 

the enchantrefs kills with one look, and makes alive with a fecond* 
Once íhe carne in, fell down upon the ftage, broke her nofe, got 

up again, went out, and returned with a black patch. Then ^ e 

had another interlude, in which fome huíbands purfued their wive5 

in great anger, and with clubs fomething like Goliah's ítafF, ° r a 

weaver's beam, in order to beat their brains out; but, by the friendly 
interpofition of fome kind neighbours, they were prevented frotn 

thatrude fpecies of divorce. In revenge for this infult, the wiveS \^ 
>jhe interlude thatfollowed at the end of the next act, d'refíed tfl^11 

felves up like amazons, with arms and armoup, and purfued " i e 

huíbands, who in their turn now fubmitted to the conquerors. *• .fe'. 
member nothing very remarkable that paíTed after this, excep^» 
that the enchantrefs renounces the devil, and all his works, and Jft 
concluíion embraces the catholic faith, and declares íhe will a 
here to that only. 

T H I S , I hope, will ferve at prefent for a íhort íketch °^J 
Spanijh Stage. Indeed, I had almoft forgot to tell you, that * 
RE ESA, one of the aclreíTes, was this winter imprifoned by : 

King's order, for being too free of her charms to fome oí i 

grandees; it was faid íhe would be condemned to the workh°u 

for ufe. However that be, íhe remains in prifon ílill, X^h 
far as I can learn, is like to remain fo for fome time longer. 

CALDERONI is at prefent, and has been, the favourite au 
upon their ílage for fome years. v <?, 
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Defcríption of the BULL-FE AST, exhibited in the 
Plaga Mayor at Madrid, upon occaííon of His Ca-
tholic Majefty's Public Entry into his Capital, oa 
July 1 5 , 1 7 6 0 . 

WE arrived at the balcony of the Éngliíh Ambafládor in the 
Piafa Mayor about haíf an hour after three in the after-

noon, and were at once ílruck with the chearfulleft, gayeíl fight 
imaginable. Thejquare, which is large, was thronged with people ¡ 
the baíconies all ornamented with different coloured lilks, and croud-
ed from the top to the bottom of the houfes; the avenues to the 
fquare were built up into baíconies, and a fort of íloping fcaffold-
ing was placed round for the common people, elevated above the 
ground, or pit, if I may fo cali it, about eight or nine feet, with 
openings in proper places, and wooden doors. 

F I R S T carne in the coaches of the cavaüers, four in number, of 
an antique and fingular make, with glaíTes at the ends, and quite 
open at the íides : The cavaüers were placed at the doors of their 
coaches, from whence they bowed to the people, and the baíco
nies, as they pafTed. round the fquare; and they were accompanied 
by their íponíbrs, the Dukes of O S S U N A , of BAÑOS, OÍ ARCOS, 
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and M E D I N A C S L I . Before the royal family carne a compan^ 
of halberdiers, after which the king's coaches in great fíate, 
believe about feven or eight in number, preceding his Caro/fe 
RefpeSi, which was extremely rich, with red and gold órname*1 > 
and beautiful painted pannels : Then a coach with fome of tft 

great officers, who go always immediately before the king; n e X 

carne the K I N G and Q U E EN in a very fumptuous coach of bnie> 
with all the ornaments of maffive filver, and the crown at the topf 
the trappings of the horfes were likewife filver, with large w h i ^ 
plumes. Thefe were foliowed by the coaches of the Prince oí 
A S T U R I A S , the two infanta's, and Don L u i s , with their atten-
dants. 

T H E I R Majefties were placed oppofite to us, in a gilt bale0 ' 
ny, with a canopy and curtains of fcarlet and gold; the queen °n 

that occaíion taking the right hand. On the right hand of tbe 

king's balcony were placed the reír, of the royal family: and oíl 

the left were ranged the gentlemen of the bed-chamber in a ro^í 
all dreíTed in a very fine uniform of blue and red, richlv embroi' 
dered with gold. The halberdiers marched from the king's bal* 
cony, which was in the center on one fide, and forming themf^veS 

into two lines, fronting difFerent ways, inftantly cleared the íqp&e 

of the croud, who retired into the fcafíblding, eredted for them r°u£ 
it. Next the halberdiers formed themfelves in a line before v)e 

fcafFold, under the king's balcony. Then appeared two cotnp^níSS 

of boys, dreíTed in an uniform with caps, and red tafFeta jackets> 
ranged againíl the right and left hand fide of the fquare, who car* 
rying buckets of water in their hands, watered the ftage as the/ 
croffed over to the fide oppofite to them. This being perforrned» 
the fix chief Alguazils of the town, mounted upon fine ho"leS,' 
covered with trappings, and dreíTed in the oíd Spaniíh habí^» 
black with flaíhed íleeves, great white fiowing wigs, and hats flt" 
plumes of difFerent-coloured feathers, advanced towards the kjn£ 
balcony, under which they were obliged to. ílay the whole tinj^ 
to receive his orders; except when they were frightened av/ay J, 
the bulls, when they were obliged to ride for it, being abfolute r 
unarmed and defencelefs. '•'# 
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H A V I N G obtained the king's permiflion for the bull-feafi, the 
troops belonging to the knights entered upon the ftage in four 
large companies, dreffed in liveries of Moorifh habits of íilk, 
richly and elegantly ornamented with lace and embroidery : Thefe 
marched firft to make their bow to the king's balcony, and then 
in proceffion round the fquare : and from the elegance, fingula-
rity, and variety of their uniforms, made one of the moíl delightfuí 
fcenes that can be conceived. After them carne the four knights, 
habited in the oíd Spaniíh drefs, with plumes in their hats, and 
mounted upon the moíl beautiful horfes : each carried in his hand 
a ílender lance, and was attended by two men on foot, dreíTed ih 
light íilk, of the colour of his livery, with a fort of cloaks or 
mantles of the fame; thefe never forfake his fide, and are indeed 
his principal defence. After the cavaliers had done their homage 
to the King, their companies retired, and there remained with them 
only, befides thofe who walked by their fide, a few dreíTed with 
mantles in the fame manner, who difperft themfelves over the 
ftage. The cavaliers then difpofed themfelves for the encounterj. 
the firft placing himfelf oppofite to the dóor of the place where 
the bulls are kept, the other at fome diftance behind him, and fo on. 

T H E K I N G then making xhzfgnal fov the doors to be opened,. 
the bull appeared, to the found of martial mufle, and the loud ac-
clamations of the people : and feeing one of the attendants of the 
firft cavalier fpreading his cloak before him, aimed direftly at him; 
but the man eafily evaded him, and gave his mafter an opportu-
nity of breaking his fpear in the bull's neck. In the fame manner 
the bull was tempted to engage the other cavaliers, and always 
with the fame fuccefs: till having received the honourable wounds 
from their lances, he was encountered by the other xnen on foot : 
who, after playing with him, with an incredible agility, as long 
as they think proper, eafily put an end to him, by thrufting a 
fword either into his neck or fide, which brings him to the ground; 
and then they finiíh him at once, by jlriking a dagger, or the point 
of a fword, behind his horns into thejpine, which is always immedia te 
death*. After this the bull is inftantly hurried ofFby mules, finely 
adorned, and decked with trappings for the occafion.. 

* This was the way the KumiJians ufed to kill the elephants, when they became unruly ^ 
fee Li.vy, lib. XXVJI, cap. 49.. The words are, Recltrts. corum fcalp-um dan i/ia'leo babébant; 
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M Y appreheníions were at firíl principally for the men on P° j 
but I foon perceived they were in no fort of danger : theircloa ^ 
are a certain fecurity to them, as the bull always aims at it, an 

they can therefore eafily evade the blow. Befides this, t n e r e A j 
ío many to affiíl each other, that they can always lead the t>u ^ 
which way they pleafe, and even in the worft cafe they can pJ\ 
ferve themfelves by leaping into the fcaffold, as they frequently d1 

T H E knights are in much more danger ; their horfes beiOg 
too full of fire to be exaclly directed; they cannot therefore fo v{ej| 
evade the aim, and are liable every moment to be overthrown ^lt 

their horfes, if the attendants by their fide did not affiíl them. TW 
beautiful horfes neverthelefs we faw gored; one of which ^ a 

overthrown with his rider, but fortunately the man efcaped a^y 
mifchief from his fall. The courage of thefe horfes is fo great» 
that they have been often known to advance towards the bull» 
when their bowels were trailing upon the ground. 

A F T E R the knights had fufficiently tired themfelves with the& 
exploits, the king gave them leave to retire and repofe. We had 
then bulls Jet out (one at a time always) from another door, oí a 

more furious nature; thefe were encountered entirely by the m e n 

on foot, who were fo far from fearing their rage, that the whot 
buíinefs was to irritate them more, by throwing upon their necks> 
and other parts, little barbed darts, ornamented with bunches °j 
paper, like the Bacchanalian Thyafus, fome of which were filien 
with gunpowder, and buril in the manner of a fquib or ferpent' 
as foon as they were faílened to the bull. Nothing can be inia-

gined more tormenting than thefe darts, which ílick about hifl1' 
and never lofe their hold. But the courage and amazing ¿ e X -

terity, with which they are thrown, takes offyour attention fi'00^ 
the cruelty of it. Another method they have of diverting thei*1' 
felves with the fury of the bull; is by dreffing up goat-féf' 
blown up with wind, into figures, and placing them before hii*1» 
which makes a very ridiculous part of the entertainment. Mal1^ 

id, ubifavire bellua, & ruere ¡n fuos tcepe anl, magijler ínter aura pojitum, ipfo'« e»''''" ' ¡DI-
jungitur capiti cerwix (in the fpine) quanto máximo pterat iftu adigcbat. ka ctkrri»:a ^ta \¡, 
tis in tantee niolii lelluá inventa erat, ubi regendifpem wciffent. Prhnu/que id A/druba 
tuerat. e{ 


