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Tk/rEUM ingenium ad amicorum obfequium paratiffimum facit» 
•*• ut illi de me multo prseclarius & fentiant, & loquantur» 
quám ípfe mereor. Itaque fi fidem adhibueris eorum teftimoniis» 
fenties nimis magnifice de meo ftudio literarum. Tu, vir prtf-
dentiffime, fi decipi non vis, voluntatem meam pluris facito, quáfl* 
facultatem fatisfaciendi deíideriis tuis. Illa íponte fuá fcecundif-

fima eft -, hasc, invito me, fterilis: prout nunc experior fane peff 
dolenter. Vellem enim Sacrorum Bibliorum omnes Hebraicos có­
dices, qui latent m Hifpaniae Bibliothecis, in poteftate mea h a -

bere, & publicé exhibere, ut a viris doctifíimis cum aliis codicibuS 

conFerrantur, in commune Chriftianae Reipublicoe bonum, Se IB" 
crementum. Mihi enim in mentem venit illud Ifaiae a Miche* 
repetitum : * Ibunt populi mu/ti, & dicent, Venite & defeendamus ad 
montem Domini, & ad domum Dei "Jacob, & docebit nos viasfuas, & 
ambulabimus infemitís ejus: quia de Sion exibit lex, & verbum Do­
mini de Ierufalem. Gloriorque ejus difeipulum eíTe, qui cum n£ 

Verbum ¿Eternum, de fe profeífus eft : Egopalam locutus fum mun­
do : ego femper docui infynagoga, & in templo, qub omnes Judczi con-
'veniunt, & in oceulto locutus fum nihil. Quare Vetus illud Tefta" 
mentum, quod ille coram ómnibus revolvere & legere folicus fui*' 
itemque Novum, quod ipfe juffit feribi, & ómnibus gentibus annun-
tíari; exiftimo minime occultaridebei-e; fed ibi proponendum, nn~ 
de de plano recle legi poffit. Sed cum libri facri Hebraica lingtf* 
feripti, in Hiípania legi deíierint ob ejus linguas inufum, atque m c 

• Micah iv. 2. . ,.. 
inu-
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inufus ortum habuerit a metu, & portea ab ignorantia confirmatus 
fití indefa&um eft, ut in privatis bibliothecis non fuperfint, & in 
publicis religioíe cuílodiantur. Cum autem Hifpani habemus 
regem, qui fuperftitiofus non eft j credo eum, modo petentis adíit 
aucloritas, & prudentes cautiones adhibeantur, minime denegatu-
rum facrorum codicum lectionem, collationem, defcriptionem, & 
quidquid neceíTe fit ad divini verbi fententiam intelligendam. 
Quod fi Rex Catholicus voluerit, crede mihi, impedimenta omnia 
quse enumeras, nihil obftabunt. Verum, quod omittis, non eft le-
vis momenti, difficultas inveniendi Hifpanos Hebraica? lingua? bene 
peritos. Et, ut exiftimo, hasc eft caufla diíficilis aditus ad facros 
códices ea lingua fcriptos. 

P L A C U I S S E tibí epiftolam illam, quam in gratiam excellentif-
fimi viriBENjAMiNi KEENE fcripfi, vehementer gaudeo. Vir fuit 
ingenii dulciffimi, quique facile confequebatur quae volebat ob íhi-
dium & perlpicaciam morum hominum, humanitatem facile fefe 
iníinuantem, & liberalitatem. Frequentiffime ille mecum de rebus 
literariis agebat; nam, ut erat rerum omnium curioíiflimus inda-
gator, óptimos Hiípaniae fcriptores nofcere fatágebat, & íludioíe in 
otiofis intervallis leótitabat. 

M I R A R i s Henricum Florezium de Nummis antiquis Hifpani-
cis Hifpana lingua fcripíifle. Ego mirardr multo magis, fi Latina 
ícripfilTet. Tune enim ñeque exteris, ñeque popularibus fuis 
placeret. Laudanda in eo viro diligentia, qua tot numifmata edi-
di t : quod perfacile fuit promittenti famam perpetuam commu-
nicantibus fecum antiqua numifmata. Antonius Auguftinus dili-
genter hoc ftudium inter noftrates coluit : clarus Vincentius Jo-
hannes Laftanofa, adamavit, oftentavitque : Nobiliffimus vir Pe-
trus Valerus Diazius, juftitia Arragonum, adeo preciare calluit, ut 
eximias laudes confecutus fuerit a peritiffimo hujus literaturas cen-
fore, Ezechiele Spanbcmio prope finem diífertationis nonas de pras-
ftantia & ufu numifmatum antiquorum. Ex illius magni viri lo-
cupletiffimo thefauro plufquám tria millia numifmatum obtinuit, 
& hodie cuftodit clarus vir Ferdinandus de Velafco in auditorio 
duodecemvirorum Stlitibus judicandis in domo & urbe regia (Hif­
pani dicimus Alcaldes de Cafa y Corte) patronus fifealis : idemque 
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vír doaiffimus na&us, eft ex ejufdem Diazii bibliotheca plufqual^ 
centum libros de re nummaria agentes. Nonnulli alii in íuis g 
zophilaciis magnos habuerunt thefauros, fed abfconditos. »##T 
ego Emmanuelis Martini, Decani Lucentini, Epifiólas adhoc ar 
giunentum fpe&antes : noftratium ánimos excitavi ad hoc iludid 
excolendum. Clarus vir Andreas Gonzalezius Barcia recudí juii-£ 
Antonii Auguftini immortale opus numifmatum, infcriptionum, ** 
aliarumantiquitatum. Eo vita fujp£to, agnatus illius, ejufdem no-
minis, prsetorii Granatenfis íenator, me adhortante illud edidit: & 
ítatim innumeri oculi aperti, & incredibilis multitudo eft inquiren-
tium antiqua numifmata, atque inde orta difficultas inveniendi ea ' 
Ego ibi fum, ubi rarhTime reperiuntur : & ubi netno veríatur i1* 
hoc erudito ftudio. Perfepe inter amicos diviíi nummos antiquoS>-
quos obtinere potui. Romani, qui apud me manent, tui erint. 

SCIRE cupis, qui libíi manuícripti Graeci, aut Latini, vel h$t 
toricorum, vel poé'tarum; qui vetufti auctores inediti in Hiípante 
fuperfint ? Catalogum Graecorum Latinorumque ícriptorum, qu l 

extant in regia Madridieníi bibliotheca diligenter confecit, & edere 
cogitat clarus vir Jobamies Iriarte, bibliothecarius regios. Bibll£T 
theca? Scorialenfis varii índices evulgati. Sed quia rari funt, &$* 
lius eft ipfam bibliothecam adire, & in ea ipíbs libros coníulefe» 
íi comes adjungaris alicui viro, qui aucloritate vigeat apud bibllCr 

thecarium, aut illi monaílerio praefectum. An vero poffint fup~ 
pleri lacuna; aliqua?, Livii, Taciti, Diodori Siculi, Dionis CafB1' 
aliorumque íimilium, res eft, quas fciri nequit, niíi ipfi códices iff 
ípiciantur. Crediderim vero multa poffe fuppleri, & quamplu^' 
roa alia melíus legi: nam thefauri Hifpanici nondum funt erro»1* 
Quanti vero fint, facile colligere poteris, íi confideraveris, quám &' 
ledae bibliotheca? Scorialenfem formaverint. Magnus ille Alph00. ' 

•fus V. Aragonum Rex, qui literas ita amavit, ut non dubitaver1* 
dicere, Mallefe omnium regnorum fuorum (íeptem autem potiebatw 

jaSluram faceré, qaam minimam doSlrince, adeoque doctos a d a m a d 
fovitque, uti Laurentiam Vallam, Antonium Panormitam, BarthP" 
lomasum Faccium, Georgium Trapezuntium, Johannem Aun/ -

pam, Jovianum Pontanum : & librum apertum pro iníigni h3^1?1.' 
fígniikans ftudium fuum erga libros, quibus fuorum regnorum W 
bliothecas implevit, ornavitque; praecipue fuam inftruxit ran ^ 
& antiquiffimis libris Graecis, Latinifque, qui poftea beneficio r e 
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d'mandi ducis Calabrias ex teftamento pervenerunt ad Gundizalvuin 
Perezium, Carolo V. a manu, Homeri Odyffeas interpreten! Hif-
panum celeberrimum. lili autem libri tefte Antonio Perezio ejus 
filio tranílati etiam fuerunt in Bibliothecam Scorialenfem, quam 
locupletarunt alias bibliothecas fele&immas eruditifiimorumvirorum: 
Veluti DidaciFurtati de Mendoza, linguae Latina?, Grascas, Se A r á ­
bicas peritifíimi', Antonii Auguftini/zá miraculum eruditi; Bene-[ 
ditfi Aria Montani in eruditis linguis verfatiffimi j aliorumqueí 
eximiorum virorum, quorum longa feries referri poífet. DiligentiaJ 
itaque oculari opus eft ad fecretas illas opes infpiciendas. Atque hoq 
velim confideres. Libri manu exarati, plurifque faciendi in Bibli-
otheca Scorialenji, aut funt Hifpani, aut Arabici, aut Latini, aut 
Grasci. Hifpani nondum in ufum publicum derivati funt; Ara­
bici nunc incipiunt orbi literario innotefcere per Michaekm Cafiru 
Conjeítare igitur quantum fperari poffit de Latinis, Grascifque. 

P R ^ T E R E A in Hifpania fuiíTe homines Latinas Grascasque lin­
guae peritiffimos, optimifque & exquiiitiííimis libris inftrudtos, ne­
nio negaverit, íi meminerit Ferdinandi Nonnii Pintiani, Petri.Jo-
hannis Nunnefii, aliorumque fimilium: quorum omnium libros 
ab Hifpania expórtalos ad exteras bibliothecas, & plures in ea non 
manfiíTe, difficulter crediderim. Remanent igitur adhuc plurimi 
eorum, & fuperfunt alii in paucis, fed numerofiffimis, & antiquis 
bibliothecis, quas adhuc confervantur, & a gryphibus cuftodiüntur, 

Q U A N T U S vir fit clariffimus JOHANNES-TAYLORUS, fama pras-
dicat, 6c abunde didici ab amicoejus ampliíumo Meermano. Quam-
obrem licet linguam Anglicam ñon intelligam, libenter a te acci-
piam Elementa Juris Civilis ab illo edita, ut meam inftruant bi­
bliothecam. 

SCIRE cupis prascipua opera literaria, quas ab Hifpanis pu­
blica luce donata funt ab anno M D C C ? Vaftam provinciam mihi 
mandara. Eam breviter percurram. 

V A L E N T I N I habemus duas bibliothecas, quarum audtores, vi-
delicetJofephusRodriguezius,monachusfodalicii Sancnffimas Tri-
adis, 6c Vincentius Ximenes, preíbyter & do&or theologus, libera-
liffimi funt in conterraneorum laudibus. Prascipue vero Valentini^ 
regni fcriptores, qui hoc noftro fasculo floruerunt, funt hi. 
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T H O M A S Vincentius Toíca, preíbyter congregationis B. ^ ^T 
pj Nevii, qui in Hifpanorum gratiam edidit Compendium Mf"_ 
•maticum-, itemque Philofophicum, fed hoc Latiné feriptum, cui eS 
adjunxi inítitutiones morales. 

JOHANNES Baptifta Corachán, cujus^ArithmetkaDemonjlrat^ 
fasculo elapfo edita, & Mathefis Sacra a me evulgata. 

JOSPPHUS Emmanuel Miniana, monachus fodalicii Sancliífí1^ 
Triadis, celebratiffimus ob Gontinuationem Hijloria Johannis Ma" 
rian<z, & Bellum Rujlicum Valentinum. . 

E M M A N U E L Martinus, decanus Lucentinus, cuju&elegantiflín!^ 
Epijlolas proculdubio legifti. 

H I A C Y N T H U S Segura, monachus Dominicanus, cujus eíl No?" 
te Critico, id eft, Polus* Criticus. 

PASCHASIUS Sala, praepoíitus Valentinus, poft cujus mortefl* 
in lucetn prodiit Sacrum Veterum Hebraorum Kalendarium. 

NOBILISSIMCJS vir,. Georgius Johannes, qui fcripíif Narratiotie^ 
Hijioricam Itinerisfui in Americam Meridionalem.. 

A U G U S T I N U S Saleíius, hujus regni hiftoricusi qui praster ana 

multa edidit Diff'ertationem de cturice Marmore nuper effojfo. 

ÍNTER feriptores Cathalanos numerandi funt, clarus vir Nal""' 
cifíus Félix, qui' evulgavit Anuales Catbalonice,, dejinentes in rebu* 
Anni MDCCIX-. 

E M M A N U E L Marianus Ribera, monachus fodalicii B. Marí^ 
Virginis de Mercede, qui praster Regium Sacellum Barcinonenfe 
editum anno 1698 , evulgavit hoc fseculo librum de Regum Htí' 
panice Patronatu in Regale & Militare Sodalicium Domina: Merced^. 
Redemptionis- Captivorum, & Centuriam primam ejufdem Sodalicih i n 

quibus libris quamplurima leguntur ex Barcinoneníi antiquiíB1110 

archio depromta. 

C L A R U S vir Antonius Baftero Roma? fecit publici juris 
cam Provincialem, opus eximium. 

C E L E B E R R I M U S vir J.ofephus Fineftrefius edidit JurifprudenttMn 

Antejujlinianeam, PraleSliones. Cervarienfes., de Jure Dotium 'U™. J 



I N S P A I N . 89 

quinqué, £? Commentarium in Hermogenianum, eruditiffima opera le-
galia. ídem brevi exhibebit Syllogen Infcripúionum Romanarum, 
quce in Principatu Catbalaunia, vel extant, vel aliquando extiterunt. 

Ejus frater, Jacobus Fineftreíius, monachus Ciftertienfis, edi-
dit Hifloriam Monafterii Populeti, ecujus tabularlo produxit multa 
fcitu digniííima.' 

M A T T H J E U S Aymerich focietatis Jefu nuper in lucem publi-
cam emilit Nomina & Acia Epifcoporum Barcinonenjium ; in cujus 
operis fine legitur Syllabus Chronologico-Hifloricus, ab eruditiílimo 
Jofepho Fineftreíio compofitus. 

Ex reliquis Hifpaniae provinciis, regnifque, multi viri hoc nof-
tro faeculo fcriptis fuis nobilitati funt, ut clarus Ludovicus Sala-
zarius, ob innúmera genealógica fcripta celeberrimus. 

JOHANNES Ferreras regiae bibliothecas Madridieníi prasfectus ob 
Annales Hifloricos valde notus, in quibus illud utile eft, quod fcrip-
tores, quos fequitur, allegat. 

FRANCISCUS de Berganza, monachus Benedictinus, qui in fine 
Antiquitatum Hifpania, varia chronica vetera edidit, et in Ferraras 
convicio, Ifidori Pacenjis Chronicon. 

JOHANNES Interian de Ayala, monachus fodalicii B. Mariae de, 
Mercede, vulgavit Humaniores atque amceniores ad Mujas Excurfus, 
itemque Piclorem Chrijiianum eruditum. 

C L A R U S vir Andreas González de Barcia Antonii Leonis Pineli 
Bibliothecam Orientalem & Occidentalem mirifice auxit, inultos li-' 
bros ad hiítoriam Indiarum pertinentes recudí juííit, & Antonii Au-
gufiini Diálogos de Numijmatis, Injcriptionibus, & Antiquitatibus, a 
me jam commemoratos. 

CLARUS vir Jofephus Bermudez, de Jure RegiiHojpicii íerípfít.. 
C H R I S T O P H O R U S Rodriguez de Palaographia Hijpana. 
JOHANNES Gómez Bravo Catalogum Epifcoporum Cordubenjium 

edidit. 

P R O D I I T etiam in lucem Benedicli Aria Montani Leclio Chri-. 
Jliana, interprete Petro de Valentía, eximius liber ad edifcendam' 
linguam Hiípánam, íi conferatur cum Diclato Chrifliano ejufdem 
auftoris. 
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L U C E publica fruitur Nicolai Antonii Cenfura líifioriarumJa 

lofarum. 

P L E N A funt bonae frugis Marchionis Mondexarenfis OperaCfr 
nologka: DiJJ'ertationes Ecclefiaftica repetitas edijtionis, ab au 
ipfo emendatae 6c auctse; & Animadverjiones in Hijloriam Job& 
Mariana. 

E Q U E S Mediolanenfis, Laurentius B^onivini, evulgavit Ideaffl ™0^ 
•va Hijloria Generalis America Septentrionalis, in cujus fine kgu11 

tur prasclariffima opera hiftorica, quas auctor pofíidebat. 

E M M A N U E L Bernardus de Ribera fodalicii Sandtiffimas Triao0^ 
dúo volumina edidit Injlitutionum Philofophicarum, & promiíit du 
decim. 

Marchio 
Mondexar 

Laurentius 
. Bonlvini, 

Ribera. 

STEPHANUS Terreros, Societatis Jefu, evulgavit Pa/aograp^at!i 

Hifpanam, cujus verus auctor eft Andreas Mar cus Burriel, ejuíde^ 
focietatis, qui praster Hijloriam de Rebus Caliphornicis, edidit eru"1' 
timmum librum de JEquatione Ponderum & Menfurarum, n o n ^ 
urbis Toleti. 

POSTREMO Valentía renovantur varía opufcula, quibus L a t j ^ 
lingua? cognitio fit facilior per interpretationes Hifpanas, cuju.' 
modi funt tranflationes Hifpanicse aliquorum auftorum ex ctojj1 c ' 
ut fele£tae Cicerónis Epiftola:, interprete Petro Simone Aprili* _ ̂  
alia opera fimilia, quse ego dedi imprimenda. Omitto alios fcrip' 
tores tibi notos, quorum judicium malo efle tuum, quam meuní' 

H A B E S epiílolam plenam feftinationis. Diligentior ero, cufl5 

tua intererit, Vir humanifíime. Vale. 

O L I V Í E , , Pridie Calendas Septembres, Auno M D C C L X I . 

[Thofe readers, who do not underírand the Latín tongue, '^l. 
have no reafon to regret, that there is no tranílation oí t nf 
epiftles annexed to themj fince the literary hiftory they conta*1 '̂ 
and the liíl of authors, wouid afford them but very dry entei' 
tainment] 
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S T A T E of M E A S U R E S and W E I G H T S . 

TH E R E is no part of the Spanifh cuftoms, of which it is fo 
difficult to give any clear account, as thofe which relate 

to their Meafures and Weights:. for they retain in ufage to this day, 
all the meafures and weights, which their feveral conquerors or 
invaders have introduced at different.periods. 

N O T H I N G can give one a ñronger proof of the uncommercial 
genius of this people, and of the liftle attention which they have 
ever given to trade, than their miniftry's having permitted this 
matter to reft upon the prefent footing. There is fcarce any thing 
which is more ferviceable to the exigencies of commerce, or which 
facilitates its courfe more, than an univerfal conformity between the 
meafures and weights of the fame country. The R O M Á N s , tho' 
far from being the moft trading nation in the world, yet perhaps 
for fome ages the wifeít, paid always the moíl minute attention 
to this point, and even eílabliíhed a commereial poiind, for the 
greater convenience of their trade. 

T H E confuíion, which refults from this ílrange variety, may be 
eaíily conceived. In one province you will find Moorijh meafures 
and weights, in another Román, in a third Gothic. The inquifition 
hath had little influence in this matter, for of thefe they have made 
an olioy and mixed Pagan, Mahometan, Jewiíh and ChriíKan mea­
fures and pounds all together. Thus, in SEVILLE you meet with 

N 2 the 
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the Lajl, the Cahy, and the Ancyra-, i n C Á D I Z , the Fanegue, or corn-
meafure of two buíhels Engliíh; which are plaínly Moorifi by "V 
barbarity of their ñames. ín C A S T I L E you will find one poun * 
in A N D A L U S I A another. In this city you will fee a pound of l 

ounces, in that one of 32, in another of 40, which is the butche 
pound in SEGOVI A, or the libra carnicera, as L I V Y calis i t : t& 

• is to fay, thefe different cities make ufe of one pound, two pounds» 
and two pounds and a half. But this is not the worft view of t*1*? 
matter j for in meafures of the Jame ñame, you will find a rfl0^ 
unfyítematical variation in different places: Thus, for inftance» 
the moft common meafure of length in S P A I N is thevara, otbar"> 
this wants three inches of our Engliíh yard, being exactly tvV° 
feet nine, or 33 inches long, if it be after the ftandard of Bv$-~ 
Gos, which was fixed by P H I L I P II. in 1 5 6 8 : and F E R D I N A N P 
VI. by an edict. of February 14, 1 7 5 1 , ordered, that ín ^ 
things relating to war and the marine they íhould ufe the bar °; 
C A S T I L E . For tillthefe later injunclions, S P A I N followed in thís 

matter the regulations of ALPHONSUS the Wife, who fixed the 

ftandard himfelf, and gave it to the City of T O L E D O ; that is *° 
fay, he very politically endeavoured at fome uniformity in thlS 

point, by reducing all the meafures and weights in his domini°nS 

to the Román ftandard. Such is the ftate of this matter in C A ­
S T I L E ; but when you leave thofe kingdoms, and get into t" e 

other provinces, you will find the variations of this vara very con' 
fiderable ; nay, even in C A S T I L E itfelf; for the bars of BURGOS» 
T O L E D O , A V I L A , and M A D R I D are all different. The propoi"' 
tion, however, between this meafure of BURGOS and our 
yard, is always as 100 Engliíh yards = to 1.09 and 3 inches °* 
the Spanijh vara. 

O U R modern calculators have made the Román foot much ]e^ 
than our Englijhfoot -, that is to fay, the pes Romanus, accordin£ 
to them, is, in Engliíh meafure, 11 inches, and 604 decimal 
parts of an inch, or almoft half an inch lefs: but I am ftrongty 
inclined to believe, that the Engliíh and Román foot were th^ 
fame thing. For whoever will perufe the following account o 
the Spaniíh vara and ¡eague, extracted from a work of the learne 
Father B U R R I E L , of the Imperial College of jefuits at M A D * 1 ? . ! 


