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AMA'_NDATA.

N /fEUM ingenium ad amicorum obfequium paratiffimum facits
ut illi de me multo preclarius & {fentiant, & loquantuf»
quim ipfe mereor. Itaque fi fidem adhibueris eorum teftimoniisy
{enties nimis magnifice de meo ftudio literarum. Tu, vir pru-
dentiffime, fi decipi non vis, voluntatem meam pluris facito, quam
facultatem fatisfaciendi defideriis tuis. Illa {fponte fua feecundif-
fima eft; hzc, invito me, fterilis: prout nunc experior fane pefr
dolenter. Vellem enim Sacrorum Bibliorum omnes Hebraicos €07
dices, qui latent in Hifpaniz Bibliothecis, in poteftate mea .ha‘
“bere, & publice exhibere, ut a viris do&iffimis cum aliis codicibus
conferrantur, in commune Chriftiane Reipublicee bonum, & 18~
crementum. Mihi enim in  mentem venit illud lfaiz a Miche2
repetitum = * Ibunt populi multi, & dicent, Venite & defcendamus ad
montem Domint, & ad domum Dei Facob, & docebit nos vias fuas, g
ambulabimus in femitis ejus : quia de Sion exibit lex, & verbum Do
mini de Ierufalem. Gloriorque ejus difcipulum effe, qui cum fit
Verbum Aternum, de fe profefluselt : Ego palam locutus fum mu#~
do: ego femper docui in Jinagoga, & in templo, quo omnes 7114’521' con=
veniunt, & in occulto locutus fum nibil. Quare Petys illad T Cﬁa'
mentum, quod ille coram omnibus revolvere & legere folitus fuits
itemque Novum, quod ipfe juffit {cribi, & omnibus gentibus annun~
tiari; exiftimo minime occultaridebere; fed ibi proponendu, un=
de de plano re&e legi pofiit. Sed cum libri facri Hebraica ling4?

il'ripti, in Hifpania legi defierint ob ejus lingum inufum, atque
* Micah iv. 2. inu-
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inufus ortum habuerit a metu, & poftea ab ignorantia confirmatus
fit ; inde factum eft, ut in privatis bibliothecis non fuperfint, & in
publicis religiof¢ cuftodiantur. Cum autem Hifpani habemus
regem, qui fuperftitiofus non eft; credo eum, modo petentis adfit
auctoritas, & prudentes cautiones adhibeantur, minime denegatu-
rum facrorum codicum le&tionem, collationem, defcriptionem, &
quidquid necefle fit ad divini verbi fententiam intelligendam.
Quod fi Rex Catholicus voluerify crede mihi, impedimenta omnia
quz enumeras, nihil obftabunt. Verum, quod omittis, non eft le-
vis momenti, difficultas inveniendi Hifpanos Hebraicz linguz bene
peritos. Et, ut exiftimo, hec eft cauffa difficilis aditus ad facros
codices ea lingua {criptos.

Pracuissk tibi epiftolam illam, quam in gratiam excellentif-
fimi viri BEnjamini Keene {cripfi, vehementer gaudeo. Vir fuit
ingenii dulciflimi, quique facile confequebatur qu volebat ob ftu-
dium & perfpicaciam moraum hominum, humanitatem facile fefe
infinuantem, & liberalitatem. Frequentiffime ille mecum de rebus
literariis agebat; nam, ut erat rerum omnium curiofiffimus inda-
gator, optimos Hifpaniz fcriptores nofcere fatagebat, & ftudiofe in
otiofis intervallis lectitabat.

Mirar1s Henricum Florezium de Nummis antiquis Hifpani- Hemricus
cis Hifpana lingua feripfifie. Ego mirarér multo magis, fi Latiqa Florezius.
fcripfiffet.  ‘Tunc enim neque exteris, neque popularibus fuis
placeret. Laudanda in eo viro diligentia, qua tot numifmata edi-
dit: quod perfacile fuit promittenti famam perpetuam commu-
nicantibus fecum antiqua numifmata, Antonius Auguftinus dili~ Zuzonio du-
genter hoc ftudium inter noftrates coluit : clarus Vincentius Jo-%ﬁ%;’;”‘;} -
hannes Laftanofa, adamavit, oftentavitque: Nobiliffimus vir Pe- sz,
trus Valerus Diazius, juftitia Arragonum, adeo praclare calluit, ut Pﬂrlﬂ)f, Vale-
eximias laudes confecutus fuerit a peritiffimo hujus literature cen-"* ~***"
fOTC,_Ezechiele Spanhemio prope finem differtationis nonz de pra-.
ﬁantxa_& ufu numifmatum antiquorum. . Ex illius magni viri lo-
cupletiffimo thefauro plufquim tria millia numifmatum obtinuit, ,
& hodie cuftodit clarus vir Ferdinandus de Velafco in auditorio fnfsa”””’ff'
duodecemvirorum Stlitibus judicandis in domo & urbe regia (Hi~
pani dicimus Alcaldes de Cafay Corte) patronus fifcalis : idemque

vir




86 ST ATE «OF LITERA.TURE

};=’(;’z.g‘/f7/(4;zll,n"loovllf doctiflimus naGus eft ex ejufdem Diazii bibliothc.c‘a,.plufgﬂag
";?/;;;z,;.‘;;?ii;. centum 1_{beS de re nummaria agentes. Nonnulli alii in {uis 227
En manuel zophilaciis magnos habuerunt thefauros, fed. abfconditos. g
b leloarae L Emmanuelis Martini, Decani Lucentini, Epiftolas ad hoc aF
centinus. | gumentum {pectantes : noftratium animos excitavi ad hoc ﬁuqhufﬂ.
(1’;”’?‘3’*/"55"5 excolendum. Clarus vir Andreas Gonzalezius Barcia recudi ju it
o Antonii Auguftini immortale opus numifmatum, in{criptionu,
aliarum antiquitatum. . Eo vita furgto, agnatus, illius, ejufdem no°
minis, p:':ftorii Granatenfis {fenator, me adhortante illud edidit :
fatim innumeri oculi aperti, & incredibilis multitudo eft inquired?
tium antiqua numifmata, atque inde orta difficultas inveniendi €
Ego ibi fum, ubi rariflfime reperiuntur : & ubi nemo verfatur 12
hoc erudito ftudio. Perfape inter amicos divifi nummos antiquos»
quos obtinere potui. Romani, qui apud me manent, tui erint.

Scire cupis, qui libfi manuferipti Graeci, aut Latini, vel hifs
toricorum, vel pottarum ; qui vetufti auGores inediti in Hifpanid
fuperfint? Catalogum Gracorum Latinorumque fcriptorum, g9
extant in regia Madridienfi bibliotheca diligenter confecit, 8 eder®
cogitat clarus vir Fobannes Iriarte, bibliothecarius regius. Biblio=
thece Scorialenfis varii indices evulgati.  Sed quia rari funt, {317
Bitliotheca lius eft ipfam bibliothecam adire, & in ea ipfos libros confuler®
Scoriaknfis. {i comes adjungaris: alicui viro, qui auctoritate vigeat apud biblio”

thecarium, aut illi monafterio prefeGum. An vero poffint {Uuf”
pleri lacunz aliquee, Livii, Taciti, Diodori Siculi, Dionis Caflily
aliorumque fimilium, res eft, que fciri nequit, nifi ipfi codices 187
fpiciantur, Crediderim vero multa poffe fuppleri, & quamplof”
ma alia melius legi: nam thefauri Hifpanici nondum funt effolti=
Quanti vero fint, facile colligere poteris, fi.confideraveris, quam fe-
gostlas lectz bibliotheca Scorialenfem formaverint. Magnus ille Alphon~
Alpbonfus V- fqs V. Aragonum Rex, qui literas ita amavit, ut non dubitaver
dicere, Malle fe omnium regnorum fuorum ({feptem autem potiebat®’/
Jacturam facere, quam minimam doétrinee, adeoque doctos adamavits
fovitque, uti Laurentiam Vallam, Antonium Panormitam, Barth%”
lomazum Faccium, Georgium Trapezuntium, Johannem Aurbs
pam, Jovianum Pontanum: & Zbrum apertum pro infigni habuifs
fignificans ftudium fuum erga libros, quibus fuorum regnoru® bi~
bliothecas implevit, ornavitque; precipue fuam inftruxit raris;
& antiquiffimis libsis Graecis, Latinifque, qui poftea beneficio Fer

Fohannes

Iriarte.
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dinandi ducis Calabriz ex teftamento pervenerunt ad Gundizalvum
Perezium, Carolo V. a manu, Homeri Odyflez interpretem Hif-

anum celeberrimum. - Ili autem libri tefte Antonio Perezio ejus
filio tranflati etiam fuerunt in Bibliothecam Scorialenfem, quam
locupletarunt aliz bibliothec felectiflimz eruditifiimorumvirorum:
veluti Didaci Furtati de Mendoza, lingue Latine, Grece, & Ara-Didac Furs
bice peritiffimi; Antonii Auguftini,"ad miraculum eruditi ; Be;ze-ff}ft‘m_ A
ditli Arie Montani in eruditis linguis verfatifiimi ; aliorumquesz/ini,
eximiorum virorum, quoram longa feries referri poflet. Diligentia{;”}‘z e Mon-~
itaque oculari opus eft ad fecretas illas opes infpiciendas, Atque hog
velim confideres. Libri manu exarati, plurifque faciendi in Bzb/i-
otheca Scorialenfi, aut funt Hifpani, ant Arabici, aut Latini, aut
Grzci. Hifpani nondum in ufum publicum derivati funt; Ara-
bici nunc incipiunt orbi literario innotefcere per Michaélem Cafiri.

Conjectare igitur quantum {perari poflit de Latinis, Gracifque.

PrazTeEREA in Hifpania fuiffe homines Latine Graczque lin-
gue peritiffimos, optimifque & exquifitiflimis libris inftructos, ne-
mo negaverit, {i meminerit Ferdinandi Noanii Pintiani, Petri_Jo-
hannis Nunnefii, alierumque fimilium: quorum omnium libros
ab Hifpania exportatos ad exteras bibliothecas, & plures in ea non
manfifle, difficulter crediderim.. Remanent igitur adhuc plurimi
eorum, & fuperfunt alii in paucis, fed numerofiffimis, & antiquis

bibliothecis, quz adhuc confervantur, & a gryphibus cuftodiuntur.

uaANTUs vir fit clariffimus JomanNes TAYLORUS, fama pre-
dicat, & abunde didici ab amico ejus ampliffimo Meermano. Quam-~
obrem licet linguam Anglicam non intelligam, libenter a te acci-
piam Elementa Furss Crodlss ab illo edita, ut meam inftruant bi-

bliothecam.

ScirEe cupis pracipua opera literaria, que ab Hifpanis pu-
blica luce donata funt ab anno Mpce.? Vaftam provinciam mihi
mandafti, Eam breviter percurram.

YALENTINI habemus duas bibliothecas, quarum aucores, vi-
delicet ] ofephus Rodriguezius, monachus fodalicii San&iffimz Tri-
adis, & Vincentius Ximenes, prefbyter & do&or theologus, libera-
liffimi funt in conterrancorum laudibus. Prazcipue vero Valentini/akntini
regni {criptores, qui hoc noftro feculo floruerunt, funt hi. Doy
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Mathema-  Tuomas Vincentius Tofca, prefbyter congregationis B. Ph‘};g !
tice ccm- i Nevi, qui in' Hifpanorum gratiam edidit Compendium Mato*:
pendium.

. .

. . 8N o] o
maticum; itemaque Philofophicum, {ed hoc Latine {criptum, cui €3
adjunxi inflitutiones morales.

Jouannes Baptifta Corachin, cujus eft Arithmetica Demonfirot®
feculo clapfo edita, & Mathefis Sacra ame evulgata.

Josrpuus Emmanuel Miniana, monachus fodalicii San&iffim®
Triadis, celebratifiimus. ob Continuationem Hiftorie Jfobannis Ma
riance, & Bellum Rufticum Valentinum.

EnMmANUEL Martinus, decanus Lucentinus, cujus elegantiffim®
Epiftolas proculdubio legifti.

HiacyNTHUS Segura, monachus Dominicanus, cujus eft No%*
te Critico, id eft, Polus Criticus.

Pascuasius Sala, prepofitus Valentinus, poft cujus mortem:
in lucem prodiit Sacrum. Veterum Hebreorum Kalendarium.

Nosivissimus vir, Georgius Johannes, qui {cripfit Narrationé
Hifloricam Itineris fui in Americam Meridionalem..

AvcusTiNnus Salefius, hujus regni hiftoricus; qui preter alia
multa edidit Differtationem de Turie Marmore nuper effoffo.

Scriptores INTER fcriptores Cathalanos numerandi funt, clarus vir Nar—

Cathalani.  ciffus Felix, qui evolgavit Annales Cathalonie, definentes in rebis
Anni MDCCIX.

%ﬁ;‘;””‘ EvMMANUEL Marianus Ribera, monachus fodalicii B. Mari®

S Virginis de Mercede, qui prater Regium Sacellum Barcinonen/6r

editum anno 1698, evulgavit hoc fzculo librum de Regum Hil-
panie Patronatu in Regale & Militare Sodalicium Dominee Merced®,
Redemptionis Captivorum, & Centuriam primam ejufdem Sodalicity ™
quibus libris quamplurima leguntur ex Barcinonenfi- antiquiﬁlmo
archio depromta.

Antonius Ba-

- Crarus vir Antonius Baftero Rome fecit publici juris 'C"”f,'
€10s

cam Provincialem, opus eximium.

Fofehus Fi- -~ CELEBERRIMUS vir Jofephus Fineftrefius edidit f}‘urgﬁ)rudem.yz
nefbrefius Antejuftiniancam, Praletiones. Cervarienfes, de Sure Dotium b ;ﬂ‘
/ quin
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quingue, & Commentarium in Hermogenianum, eruditifiima opera le-
galia. Idem brevi exhibebit Sylogen Inferiptionum Romanarum,
que in Principatu Cathalaunie, vel extant, vel aliguando extiterunt.

Ejus frater, Jacobus Fineftrefius, monachus Ciftertienfis, edi-
dit Hiftoriam Monafterii Populeti, e cujus tabulario produxit multa
{citu digniffima.:

MaTTHZEUS Aymerich focietatis Jefu nuper in lucem publi-
-cam emifit Nomina & Ata Epifcoporum Barcinonenfium 5 in cujus
operis fine legitur Syllabus Chronologico-Hiftoricus, ab eruditiflimo
Jofepho Fineftrefio compofitus.

Ex reliquis Hifpani® provinciis, regnifque, multi viri hoc nof-
tro faeculo fcriptis fuis nobilitati funt, ut clarus Ludovicus Sala-
®zarius, ob innumera genealogica f{cripta celeberrimus.

Joumannges Ferreras regiz bibliothece Madridienfi prafectus ob Fobannes
Annales Hiftoricos valde notus, in quibus illud utile eft, quod fcrip-ferreras,
tores, quos fequitur, allegat.

F RANCISCUS de Berganza, monachus Benedictinus, qui in fine Francifcus de
Antrguitatum Hifpanice, varia chronica vetera edidit, et in FerrarasBerganza.

convitta, [ﬁdarz' Pacenfis Chronicon.

Jouannzs Interian de Ayala, monachus fodalicii B. Mariz dey. 7 4
Mercede, vulgavit Humaniores atque amaniores ad Mufas Excurfus, e
itemque Putorem Chriftianum eruditum.

Crarus vir Andreas Gonzalez de Barcia Antonii Leonis Pinel; dndreas
Biblisthecam Orientalem € Occidentalem mirifice auxit, multos 1i- 9734
bros ad hiftoriam Indiarum pertinentes recudi jufiit, & Antonii Au-
guftini Dialogos de Numifinatis, Inferiptionibus, & dntiquitatibus, a
me jam commemoratos.

Crarus vir Jofephus Bermudez, de Fure Regii Hofpicii {eripfit, . Bermudex.

CHRISTOPHORUS Rodriguez de Paleographia Hifpana. Rodriguex.
JoHANNES Gomez Bravo Catalogum Epifcoporum Cordubenfium Gomez
edidit. : > Bravo.

PropIIT ctiam in lucem Benedicti Arie Montani Leétio Chri-B. 4. Mon-
Jtana, interprete Petro de Valentia, eximius liber ad edifcendam s
linguam Hifpanam, fi conferatur cum' Dictato Chriffiano ejufdem
auctoris.
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N. Autonii. - LU CE publica fruitur Nicolai Antonii Cenfura Hﬁormrumf“
lofarum.,

Marchio

g . 3 70"
PLENA funt bone frugis Marchionis Mondexarenfis Opera Ch
Mondexar.

. it | ! : ey, 01¢
{wlogzm s Differtationes Ecclefiaflice repetitz editionis, ab au&mis
ipfo emendate & aulke; & Animadverfiones in Hiftoriam J bt

- Mariance. :

%"”T"’?ffm EquEes Mediolanenfis, Laurentius Bonivini, evulgavit 7dea No‘
e Hiftorie Generalis Americee Septentrionalis, in cujus fine legu®

tur preclarifiima opera hiftorica, qua aucor poflidebat. .
Bernardusde Emmanurr Bernardus de Ribera fodalicii Sanctiffima Triados:
- i duo volumina edidit Innflitutionum Philofopbhicarun, & promxﬁt duo
decim. - C
Stephanus STEPHANUS Terreros, Societatis Jefu, evulgavit Palceagmj]/ﬂ'”’”
?’Tﬁ”“}}ur_l-[g'/paﬂam, cujus verus auctor eft Andreas Marcus Burriel, ¢ ufde®
riel, focietatis, qui prater Hifforiam de Rebus Caliphornicis, edidit erud”

tilimum libram de Aquatione Ponderum & Menfurarum, nomin®
urbis Toleti.

PosTrEMO Valentie renovantur varia opufcula, quibus Lat}ngf :
lingua cognitio fit facilior per interpretationes Hifpanas, W,
modi funt tranflationes Hifpanice aliquorum autorum ex 614,/”75’
ut fele@ze Ciceronis Epiftole, interprete Petro Simone A rill,
alia opera fimilia, quz ego dedi imprimenda.  Omitto alios {cnp”
tores tibi notos, quorum judicium malo effe tuum, quam meum

HABEs epif’cola'm plenam feftinationis. Diligentior ero, cu?
tua intererit, Vir humaniffime. Vale.

Ovivz, Pridie Calendas Septembres, Anno mpecrxis

[Thofe readers, . who do.not underftand the Latin tongues wl}i
have no reafon to regret, that there is no tran{lation of the
epiftles annexed to them; fince the literary hiftory they conta?”

and the lift of authors, would afford them but very dry ente”
tainment. | , A
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Statre of MEASURES and WEIGHTS,

HERE is no part of the Spanifb cuftoms, of which it is {o

difficult to give any clear account, as thofe which relate

to their Meafires and Weights: for they retain in ufage to this day,

all the meafures and weights, which their feveral conquerors or
invaders have introduced at different. periods.

NoTHING can give one a ftronger proof of the uncommercial
genius of this people, and of the liftl.e attention which they have
ever given to trade, than their miniftry’s having permitted this
matter to reft upon the prefent footing. There is {carce any thing
which is more ferviceable to the exigencies of commerce, or which

. facilitates its courfe more, than an univerfal conformity between the
meafures and weights of the fame country. The Romans, tho’
far from being the moft trading nation in the world, yet perhaps
for fome ages the wifeft, paid always the moft minute attention
to this point, and even-eftablithed a commercial pound, for the
greater convenience of their trade.

T'HE confufion, which refults from this ftrange variety, may be
eafily conceived. In one province you will find Moorifh meafures
and weights, in another Roman, in a third Gothic, The inquifition
hath had little influence in this matter, for of thefe they have made
an o/ig, and mixed Pagan, Mahometan, Jewifh and Chriftian mea-
fures and pounds all together, Thus; in SEviLLE you meet with

N 2 the
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the La/?, the Caby, and the Ancyra; in Capiz, the Fanegue, or €O 2y
meafure of two buthels Englith; which are plainly Moori/h by th?
Parbarity of their names, In CasTiLE you will find one pOund’
in ANDALUSIA another. In this city you will fee a pound of !
ounces, in that one of 32, in another of 40, which is the butcher®
pound in SEGov1A, or the libra carnicera, as Livy calls it: 1 ot
Is to fay, thefe different cities make ufe of one pound, two poundf” _
and two pounds and a half. But this is not tht worft view of th¥
matter ; for in meafures of the fazme name, you will find a mo
unfyftematical variation in different places: Thus, for inftanc®
the moft common meafure of length in Spa1N is the vara, or bars
this wants three inches of our Englith yard, being exaély tw°
feet nine, or 33 inches long, if it be after the ftandard of BUR~
Gos, which was fixed by Prir1P IL. in 1568: and FErRpINAND
VI. by an edi¢t of February 14, 1751, ordered, that in all
things relating to war and the marine they fhould ufe the dar of
CastiLe. For till thefe later injunctions, Spain followed in this
matter the regulations of ALPHONsus the #ife, who fixed the
ftandard himfelf, and gave it to the City of TorLEDpo; that is T
fay, he very politically endeavoured at fome uniformity in this
point, by reducing all the meafures and weights in his dominion®
to the Roman ftandard. = Such is the ftate of this matter in C4~
STILE; but when you leave thofe kingdoms, and get into the
other provinces, you will find the variations of this vara very con”
fiderable ; nay, even in CasTILE itfelf; for the bars of BurG 0S5
TorEpo, AviLA, and MaDRID are all different. ‘The propot”
tion, however, between this meafure of Bur cos and our Engliflt

yard, is always as 100 Englith yards = to 109 and 3 inches©
the Spanifb vara.

Our modern calculators have made the Romgn Jfoot much Jefs
than our Englifb foot 5 that is to fay, the pes Romanus, according
to them, is, in Englith meafure, 11 inches, and o4 decim?

arts of an inch, or almoft half an inch lefs: but T am ftrongy
inclined to believe, that the Englith and Roman foot were ! -
fame thing. For whoever will perufe the following account ©
the Spanith vara and league, extratted from a work of the lear™

Father BurRIEL, of the Imperial College of Jefuits at l\iADR”.DI’I
) Wik




