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and the chances of a share of the money, jewels, and
valuable goods of which the city was known to be full
(from the hurried withdrawal of its inhabitants), Ve
rode in the soldiers’ minds the motives to desertion-

One of the most pernicious instruments in keeping
up the demoralisation of the Spanish army 18 the ev}
of secret societies, in which political combination®
events and probabilities, are discussed as at 2 meeting
of Deputies, who have a right to ascertain the Opi“ion
f’f the majority upon particzlar questions. [ntroducet
?to,tll? army, this system would sap the most perfe’
L oy Y

and abominable interferent=
m-iltters, which for the soldier should be entirely 1
(]lf'ﬁfrent, will remain to be deplored.

:l!le voice of dispassionate history will lay b
political crime to the charge of Es;pa1~te1‘o as .ht
gl‘efltest fault in his career, and convict him of O.“
nating the vice of fusing the political with the military
character after the defeat of Ayacucho in Sout’
America, and of strengthening it at the revolution ¢
S‘eptember, 1840, when he permitted his bayonets t).
(}lctate terms to his lawful sovereign, t0 remove hCI.
from the throne and country, and toaraise him 10 ]el)
stead. A verdict for making a politiciaﬂ of bt

Rt 3 inst
soldier will be still more strongly recorded agaid®

Narvaez.
’l‘h n 1. . 1
ke e outrages of military bullies, wearing epa
in December last at Madrid, upon the establis bigh
s N1
of. the Eco and Tarantula newspapers, for th‘f : Z’s
crime and misdemeanour of asserting that Crist!?

journcy from Paris was delayed by the fact of bet

15

oi-
tal

ulettess
hment®
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W(Z:ﬁ e?fba?‘azada,' the most deliczfte mode in the
redounded ;‘:ggestlng .that. she might be enceinte,
able i ril e to the mtell.lgence or sense of honour-
pEvlin: Izi ety o'f tl}ese v’ahant 'swaggerers; and the
editor’ ablscl'ln_lmatlon Wlt!l .\vhlch they avenged the
sy el'l'iiltlm‘ls’ by maiming senseless types and
chal'at::terifrfec hanic’s h.ead open, was p.erhaps more
Whilt bttllc than credltab].e to the .Spamsh army.

the Cm;lm ll:1 scene was witnessed in .the metropo.lls,
throug, 1} andant of Caval.ry at Cadiz was running

gh the streets, sword in hand, after the editor of

the
Defensor del Pueblo, prepared to immolate him for
without the slightest warning

B
article in his paper,
passing

Dot ; A
inhlcbe-’ but for the intervention of some
o ftll itants ; and about a month before, fifteen officers

le garrison of Cadiz valiantly demanded simul-

tan . ! 5 ;
= eous satisfaction from the same editor, and on his

cepti ;
epting the sheaf of cartels, and naming for the
hivalrously

f;:‘lt.eSt the Neutral Ground at Gibraltar, ¢

< ‘mE‘d the test. Happily, all are not like these.

) r’llohe unbridled military despotism, of which Spain

s h:’ the victim, and t.he perpetual goading mﬂ](fted

retribr F)y hex dcmora]lsffd army, appear but a just

b U'tlon for her ferocious military excesses three
uries back, and the horrors of her ruthless con-

quest of
« That glorious city won

Near the setting of the sun,
Throned in a silver lake s

for :
the faithless seizure of Montezuma, according to

C()r 4 i

o t(.?as own testimony, * after conversing with him
r : E

tively on agreeable topics,” for placing the fallen
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monarch in irons in the centre of his own capitay’ e
for the yet more atrocious horrors inflicted by i
in Peru; deeds, which under the pretence of extent
ing the dominion of the Cross, mocked at the C]m-m;s
of humanity and justice ; victories won only to ragks
tate the means of plunder, and civilised f"rm?-o
government introduced not to amend the cooiitt o
of the subjugated provinces, but to squeeze i
them the greatest amount of gold : vices insepamb 2
from'a]l military occupation ; but pushed by .t_]e
Spaniards in Southern America, to degrees of sever!ty
unparalleled,

Could the Aatecs and Peruvians see how 0% th?
Spanish army has fallen, they might have full rcvenscz
might chuckle at its political manceuvres and pl?
nunciamiéntos, and grimly smile at the Pastd){?lz
battalions arrayed on the field of Torrejon de A.r ({, :
The doctrine of fraternising instead of fighting, 1° : i
o means new ; it is old as the days of Sancho P;?nl'z'
“Sefior,” said Sancho, * Yo soy hombre P_ac.l ?a’
manso, sosegado, y sé disimular cualquiera .lﬂju” ,i
porque tengo mujer y hijos que sustentar y e en
que séale 4 vuestra merced tambien aviso, 91° &
ninguna manera pondré mano 4 la espada ni cOl].;]
villano ni contra caballero b2k eiftamta PeacerI, ok
and quiet man, and' I know how to dissembl® an?;
injury, because I have a wife and children to Supplo;t
and rear 3 so let your worship likewise be advised t']st
in no shape will I put hand to sword, neither o
plain man nor against gentleman.”

The sum allotted for the maintenance of t
of Spain, in the estimates for 1844, is 380,90
reals, or near four millions sterling.

he army
1,050
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CHAPTER XXX.

THE SPANISH ARMY.
(Continued.)

\vh‘S]NCE- the foundation of the .Spanish .monarchy,
lch, like that of France, attained to its present
f«;)rm from the union of many independent principali-

Ues, the singular peculiarity has been retained of a
Separate army for each of the leading provinces ; and
We hear to this day of the armies as well as the king-

oms of Castile and Aragon, of Catalonia and Estre-
Madura, of Léon, Navarre, and Granada.

X The national standard of Spain has been exchanged
Since the junction of the crowns of Castile and Léon ;
c.onsiSti“g, in opposite compartments, of a Pair of
ions ang o pair of castles, symbolizing the chivalrous
Names of these two regal possessions. It is a standard
Worthy of so great a nation, of the struggle for cen-
turies between Goth and Moor, of the deeds of the
Cid and the Great Captain.

It was unchanged by the capture of Seville under
Ferc]inand the Holy, by the accession of Aragon, the
Subjugation of Granada, and the conquest of Navarre
under Ferdinand the Catholic. Yet though the na-
Fional arms were unmodified by any quartering of th.e
Wsignia of these great possessions, the various regi-
ments of Spain displayed till yesterday their separate
banners, retained from the early history of _the pro-
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vinces whose names they bear, and from whence they
MRS originally draughted, and but few of the 1802
diers of Spain fought beneath her regal standard-
An interesting relic of chivalrous and feudal ages
yet }Jndcniably an impolitic system. Formed under
the'mﬂuence, and retaining the denomination, of the
various kingdoms, provinces, or pueblos, into which
Spain was anciently divided, each corps adopted the
.colom:s and emblazonment of the locality from whence
it derived its name. The unity of the monarchy a2
the cornplete organization of the service, as well as the
n.ece.ssny of extinguishing the pernicious spirit of pro-
v1'nc.1a1 Jealousy, demanded the effacement of needless
dlst{n?tions, with no firmer foundation than 2 vaghe
remmiscence lost in the obscurity of distant ages

1.& change has accordingly been lately introduced> by
which all the banners of the various branches of the
army, navy, and national militia, have been reduce
to a strict conformity with one model, in shape 2%
colour—the war standard of Spain—-the lions and the
cas't}es being collocated in the same precise order- I

The corps heretofore privileged to carry the mu'
berry-coloured pendant of Castile, make use inthios
new banners of a streamer of the same colour a° gi
the width of those of St. Ferdinand ; the only diff.e!"
ence to be seen throughout the army standards, with
the exception of the military decorations hither?
gained, or hereafter to be won. Around the ¢
cutcheon of the Royal arms, which occupies the centr®
of these banners and stanciards, there runs & 18°7
descriptive of the name, number, and battalion of the
regiment, The escarapélas, or cockades, worn by thosé
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it
vrilctz])edtgo lYJISe them (a peculiarity of the Spanish ser-
T '_\x hatever cla}ss they belong, corresp(.md in
navy t‘he“ ith the reg.lmental banner ; af]d in the
Such iSame regulations have been. established. :
s i ‘;_“e of N arYa.ez’s reforms, introduced during
enOung’; the Pro?/l51fmal Government. It' may be
bt ise as C.entrah'sat{or.l and-Procru.st]an uniformity,
bl t]Certaln]y.a Jud1c1.ous innovation : the .wonder
A ;e necessity for it should have survived so
issue. 5 Jecame necessary to consecrate the.new-.born
bless'ed l)a.rmer.s in the Spams'll service are m'varlably
b )y a bishop, and  their loyal custody in every
o Is sworn by the Porta-estandartes. This
: onial was performed simultaneously throughout
Pain, and the old banners were deposited in the
mal;ise_Um of Arti‘llery. There were not wanting
* cious commentators to observes ‘tha§ the scenes
Cently enacted had made the substitution of fresh
i‘l‘“ers desirable, and that the troops, perhaps, might
uz 't under a new flag—but it was clear they would
,t fight under the old !
i thhetiérn:tgt!igence displffx_yed by many SPanisI? ofﬁcen:s
ire, and their frequent departure 1n detail
fom the regulation uniform, operate with a directly
E_);Z“ic.iolls effect upon ¢he men by encouraging their
SL‘lbt‘?sswe slovenliness, and have repeatfedly been the
i (i]ECt of ineffective royal orc}ers. .It ls-unnecessary
e well upon the value of strict uniformity, and of a
8id adherence to military discipline.
. :t& f;l:Sh royal order, in September !ast, complained
« e officers of the army permitted themselves
the greatest disorder in their attire, tarnishing the
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lustre of their career, and lowering the dignity o
profession.”  Their compliance in numerous o
with the requisitions of the reglamento 13 of the mo§t
arbitrary description, every man interpreting e .
own taste, and their superiors looking on e L
dible apathy.

Some appear on parades without a sword @t al-l/
others on guard with any thing but the I’eg‘ﬂatlon
sword—the infantry officer wiﬁ] perhaps 2 i
salbre, and vice versd. Nay, instances have been k‘c‘lo‘:lz
when even mounti \ - has ha
sword, nor so r(:ll:ltllnfs iu: rflt lthe'3 Otff Ceslh;]I;les ofare s
g witch in the
T (OruRR R reamoc

em, when in garrison service; and when
gulation, and the commonest sense of fitness, €O° a
the practice as wholly inadmissible,

].Zven when they are full dressed, accor
flOthI?S, the order of October last charge Py
‘deviating grossly from the regulation, and Pe"mlttlrl,;—
therrfsel\'es to indulge in arbitrary and ridiculous mo¢ h
fications of the regimental uniform, with a great b
of propriety.”

The. commanding officers, and sargentos
or regimental majors, were directed to look
breach of discipline with particular minutenes® °
severe punishments were enacted. But where # ca'l'e
less and irregular Syétem almost universally
these paper reforms are of course entirely iBoPe"
The whole garrisons of Cadiz, Carthagena,
Granada, and Seville, could not be CO“temporanCOUS{
punished en masse,—individual officers were relucta“t
to bell the cat, the incorrigible insouciance © the'®

l y worll
the ré”

ding to thetr
g them with

m ayores,
to this

an

Preval 5y
tive:
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i}r;i‘:tl;:an skies prevailed, and the nuisance remains
S'OUAY\?S?%? thfe curious varieties of military costume,
Streets w{tlmetlmes. see an officer (/)f rank' go a[.Jout the
throwp ov@]- imacmtosh or paletd of thin white cloth
this upper (: ?IS epaulette(-i coat. Upon the sleeves of
embrojde cdlr‘nent there is frequently some :?x'abesque
arms of thy, 0‘1 nore comm'only:')~ repl:esentatlon of the
ataloniy e El ovince to wl'n?h lnrs‘ reglmlent beloyllxgs, as
this G.\’l]i[;' A\sturias, Galicia. .lhe fallor]y effect of

The 1th.n is not to be described ln.words.
whatleissl}-mmards have a very expressive phrase for
«_ ...5 known amongst us and the French as the
I?lhtary coup d’eeil.” 'Their phrase is ojo de la cam-
]t){::{;\’] a Ca!npuigning eye,” an epithet first applied to
Marquis de Leganés, a contemporary of Cromwell,
sl?clﬁn-i his successful ‘camp'aign in Catalonia. I'.l‘(f
o Om; 1 eye the foregoing display must be a peculiar

nation.
l,enlzlslt ‘thOUglf the officers of the Spanish army m"e s?
polit; im soldierly neatness, they never lose a move as
autu“uan?' I was present at a Te Dmfm SU”% last
l'emaim m the Gaditan cathedral.  The pa.1§a11(>s
Ned at home, and there were none but military
E]r:esfint\epatll?ttes and s,words to.give thz‘mk.s for. t.he
ing f“g of }?arllament !' I:he garrison of Cadiz rejoic-
tion OII‘ a victory —their field of’batt]e the Cons'tl.tu-
\a. _]_t was the type of Nar\"aez s power and position
c]im‘i]:]loltary deSp.ousm. While tl.le bells were merrily
Urstinb at Cadiz and at Madrid, the bombs were
"Sting over Barcelona and Gerona !

he grossly unconstitutional proceeding of military
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men putting themselves forward as po]iticﬂ1 partisans
was again repeated in the affair of Ol6zaga, and the
pernicious irregularity was provoked by the Gor i
ment itself. Circulars were forwarded from the Wil
Office to all the provincial and garrison Commm}ders,
inclosing the Queen’s declaration, and an expressiot 4
their opinion was plainly invited.

The responses were almost uniformly conceived 1
the most extravagant terms ; Olozaga was denouncet
as a traitor and a villain; and when the circulzfl'
reached Valencia, General Roncali summoned 0 :
house the General and other officers serving it g
garrison, harangued them with such violence a:s lt(e)
draw tears of desperation from their eyes for ; “1
outrage done to their sovereign,” drew his sword, uPo;
which all present crossed theirs, and swore with thell
conjointly to die a hundred deaths for their QU
and the throne of San Fernando! The military, t;i
provincial deputation, the municipality, and the 0f 5
public bodies, sent in crowds of thundering memo'!‘li
founded upon an ex parte statement, and pr(?c]al(;ﬂ in
that valour and loyalty were not yet e‘\'tingms}le
the country of the Cid and Gonzalo de Cordova: red

The accomplishment of oratory is as much req”’ 58
%)y the higher order of military officers as by a0y c. ao
in Spain.  Upon every emergency, it 1s @ el ue
course that the colonels or generals should haratd
their men, whose loyalty, for the most part, U
nately needs this stimulant, ¢ Follow me, lads *
not enough; but there must likewise be sounding a:
lengthened appeals to Spanish patriotism and valogn;‘

The commanding officer and the captains it

in
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pani
t]eye‘sV:nsst;ebe prepared to addres.s their men when
orce op feell:; to do anything partlcu]a.r; upon the
epends whet] eness of the .harangue. it frequently
“OrTuption of ,]e_r e s_edu?tlon.of serjeants and the
and A .s'eu‘et em{ssarles will prove triumphant ;
OMmandey il dr_ly considerable event takes place the
0d bystan s’expected to treat the paradfad regiment
the drum i iells] to an appropriate ¢ :'allocutlon." Wh.en
cheers ot cver? al?ds tl'aat can make it rattle, the soldier
dopodens, ’1}’ oratorical pause, and swears,—po” dios
Moyo of ;rr-—to pound all the foes of .order'llke a
the oat, j: EDe% but when the speech is delivered

Spain 1‘at times forgottfexl. :

d ecol‘atiog Fsenl§ Fhe only 1r?stance n Europe where a
Pearing i ﬂOI‘ ll’llllté.u'y se.rvlce (ev.en without ever ap-
u“ifor[bn ; he ﬁeld)'ls of right ob.tamable‘, a.fte.r wearing
throyel, or a Certa.m lengF]? .of' time. This 1s the case
Ment Zf glt the national militia, now under them
eneral Figueras, who conducted the defence
Every miliciano nacional
f good service in the ranks,

anage-

urj :
hg the siege of Seville.

Whoh
o tlas completed ten years o
25 the right to receive the condecoracion of a cross.

;li)ecenti'tled to this dis.tinction, he.must never .Imvc
i cou;)nvlcte('i of any infamous ?r’nne, nor pumshed
astly\;-ma’rtlal for any grave military offence; and
it tlere.s the rub—-<he must have always remained

i 0 his oaths.”
‘léCo:égt}zis might con.si.d.cral_)]y thin the number of
Politic';:l he latter ]'eqlflsltlon is but lo.osely interpreted ;
the hun(()iaths here being swallowed like macaroons, by
it'Or-no” qr‘ed. The - ¢ de@rate-me-whether-you—]ike-
system was established by Lopez and Narvaez




318 THE SPANISH ARMY.

to propitiate the ticklish nacionales; and with tl.us
special addition, that those who had Voluntg.mly
< pronounced” against Espartero were to be enutle-
to wear a plague or star, in addition to the cross aftéfl
completing twelve years of service—the object 0.f ths
“artful dodge” being to keep them faithful 10 the
mean time to the Provisional Government.

A Spanish general having obtained some medals DY
m'istake, every one of which upon investigation ‘Yas
discovered to have been conferred for actions in whiclt
he had conducted successful retreats from beforé ! e‘
enemy, sent in a bombastical claim for still higl.](el
distinctions, and applied to be promoted to an aCt}ve
command in consideration of his condecoraciones: 'li]e
minister, having made himself acquainted with “ﬁ
facts of the case, sent back permission to Lim to a] s
another medal to his breast, commemorative of B
final retreat from the service.

The thirst for distinction in the human breds r
truly inextinguishable. Some will seek it in 'the roa‘
of popular assemblies—in whirlpools of p"]itlcél P-as
sion—others in its chase rush up to the brlst!m%
rampart and the cannon’s mouth. Some will th]eff
and forge, to achieve the means of shining; while Otl]ElS;
like the Ephesian youth, would set a world in flamé

rather than be excluded from a brilliant and flashy
career,

t is

o opidt
I once knew a lieutenant-general commandmate
. o : VO
Spanish garrison, whose thoughts were entirely de Dt
to new combinations and effects upon those few m.?no‘
; : Tibitl
in the year when he had an opportunity of exbibt v;
. TR Hhens ho ¥
his loyalty by splendid illuminations, and wl




THE SPANISH ARMY. 319

content to seek distinction in grease-pots. I have
likewise known a Yankee ambassador to go to a
splendid European ball in pepper-and-salt inexpressi-

les, and fing a rare distinction in linsey-woolseys.

S the French say, « Every man to his taste;” and as
the Spaniards have it, ¢ Every distaff’ to its spindle.”

ut the most extraordinary rage for distinction I ever
eard of, was that of the brigadiers of the Spanish
army, who last year were about to go to war with the
Other officers of the service, upon the very important
(I”_("StiOn, whether the little knob at the end of each
Wist in their epaulettes should be of gold or of silver.

he epaulettes of the officers generally in the Spanish
Army are entirely of silver, and for the brigadier to
assimilate his appearance as far as possible to the
8eneral officer, was of course a paramount object.

In 1840 an ambiguous order was published ff)r t.he
"egulation of military uniforms, of which ambiguity
. ¥1e brigadiers availed themselves, to make the knobs

I question alternately of gold and silver. The otl.ler
officers chose to feel annoyed at the distinction ; which
Wight ivdesd have \veigfled heavily on the h?ar(s of
school—boys or play-actors, but was little deserving the
Consideration of men. They did, however, complain
Most bitt(}l‘]y; and it must be confessed that the ar-
Yangement was absurd in the extreme, since the lace,

.l‘aiding’ and trimmings of every article of the briga-

1ers” uniform continuing still to be of silver, and even
their bugtons being of the same metal, the bits of gold
aubed upon the‘cpaulette looked tawdry and out of
Place,
Much ill will and squabbling arose out of this
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affair ; and the government being at last appealed to,
decided that the true construction of the decree ©
1840 was, that the twists and knobs should be all of
silver, but that the brigadiers might gild the inner part
and strap of the epaulette, technically called the puenies
a weak and foolish decision, which was deserve y
called the ‘“puente de los asnos,” or *pons asinorume

The term Ayacucho, which has puzzled sO many
fhousands of readers, had its origin as follows It W8S
in New Spain that Espartero t.’ﬁrst became know? to
fame. There, while as yet holding no high military
rank, his donhomie and soldierly frankness made bim?
Ly popular amongst his brother officers; an® by
dint of good sense and fair dealings, he obtained 2"

influe ; A tl
3 nce amongst them which he never subsequen ./

: ; in
Gambling has at all times been very pl‘e\’alenF L
society

Spanish America, and Espartero’s love of
wade him naturally enough participate in the commo”
passion. With such difficulty are habits, once firmly
epgrafted, eradicated from our nature, that Espaf‘e"oj
since his elevation to the Regency, had been frequef‘d)
known to spend whole days atdcards, to- the gerious
neglf:ct of public affairs and of the inveterate intrigues
Of, his opponents; sitting up in bed, when indisposet”
.Wlth two or three cushions behind his back, and pla}’"
ing unintermittingly at écarté with a limited U
of fflends s?ated by the side of his bed.
']Lven while he lingered so fatally at Albac
midst of growing treasons and fresh pront
tf)s, he indulged this dangerous passion to th
tion of his inadequate energies; and, perhaps

ete, n th(',
o/ &
nciamlen
e absorP”
wel'c
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Be not 4 card-player, Espartero might still be regent
of Spain, Having once generously given to General

terac his own time to pay him the sum of 30,000
d.ol!m'S, which Espartero had won from him in one
Jtting, and insisted upon waiving his right to an
Mmediate settlement, Canterac in his gratitude nar-
fated the circumstance to his brother officers, who,
Pleased with the occurrence, instantly raised Espartero
o q popularity which formed the foundation of his
Uture power.

He had the reputation amongst his early compeers
Off: ¢t g sterling fellow who will befriend you to the
knife,» The battle of Ayacucho followed, which lost
"or Spain the empire of Peru, and the epithet of
* Ayacuchos™ was affixed to the Royalist officers as a
$0briquet of derision, and afterwards clung to them
When the incident was almost forgotten. When the
stirl‘ing events in the history of the South American
"epublics caused their return to Europe, a VoW of
Mutual assistance and support in the furtherance of
€ach otheys worldly fortunes, was sworn by Espartero
and his military companions in the vessel which carried

em home, From that day forth they were known
% each other as * Lo Ayacuchos.”

This compact was never broken: it partook neither
of the subversive politicnl character of the Carbonaro
9ath, nor of the cabalistic mystery of Freemasonry.
.t Was simply a convention for mutual aid through
fe; anq it certainly attained its object. So well was
that oath observed, that Espartero forfeited the

€gency rather than desert his brother Ayacucho,

age, whose dismissal was the condition assigned

YoL, 1, Y
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by Lopez to which Espartero never would CO‘;ZGE;;
and his refusal of which led within a few days
expulsion from the kingdom. ; chos
In pursuance of the above compact, the Ayact £
were justly chargeable with making the army tooen“
quently a tool for their own political advancembeen
and the demoralisation of which there have lately ding
presented such sad examples, was but a Commen-u it
of the poisoned chalice to their own lips: St-l nts,
would be unjust to charge Espartero or his aqhel eom—
either as a party or as individuals, with anything co1 s
parable to the wholesale corruption, by French gchos
which hag recently been witnessed. If the Ayaol:i for
tampered, it was with Spanish feelings alone, a% uling
Spanish purposes. It was for the present frrejg:
powers at Madrid to introduce the infamy of dO the
bribes, and destroy the discipline which ma E i
Spanish arms so celebrated in the days of the +dos,
Captain and of Hernan Cortes, of Albaand B s
of Castafios and of Palafox. ; famous
To this scrap of philology respecting the of the
epithet ¢ Ayacucho” I shall add the derivation ker ©
ex-Regent’s name. « Espartero Sig“iﬁes.a o ssible
mats or baskets, an avocation which it is quite p:i)inand
that the future sitter by the throne of S.t 4 FG;' er Was
may have pursued in early youth, while his fath ains
driving his string of mules on those Manchegan“p inge-
whence another renowned hero went forth—the =72
nious ”* hidalgo, Don Quizote.

* Valiant. .
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MILITARY LIFE.

CHAPTER XXXI.

MILITARY LIFE.—THE CONSCRIPTION.

C()r;lf;HE Spanish soldier has long been hovering on the
. 'hes of brigandage ; and in the Peninsula, cam-
Miguing and highway robbery differ litele but in
i :‘ I.{ence the readiness and ardour with .whlch
8uerrilla life is so often embraced, when regiments
;n'e dis_bandEd. The vice is an old one here. During
J¢ minority of Carlos I, his minister, the second
o0 Juan of Austria, had a memorial addressed to
'm by the Corregidor of Madrid, entreating him to
ren}o‘,e from the metropolis the regiment of Aytona,
Which assisted the banditti every night in plundering
the inhabjtans,
The state of indiscipline which prevails in the
Panish army leads to cases which, to an Englishman,
re almost incredible. A Lieutenant of the regiment
o Almansa, Don Narciso Sanchez, was implicated in
A conspiracy to assassinate the Capitan-General. He
Was separated from the service at the period by
temporary licencia, the better to effect his purpose.
Pon his arrest he was conveyed as a prisoner in the
Mddle of the day by his Colonel, Avana, towards the
arracks, without escort; his commanding officer
“Onceiving that he was sufficiently bound in honour
8 a prisoner on parole. Sanchez, however, had
different ideas; and when they reached one of the
Y2
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most public quarters of the town, he darted off like
a greyhound ! ;

The Colonel, not in the least dismayed by his
precipitate flight, followed at full speed, without
hesitating an instant ; and officer after officer, bf)th
duly epauletted, were seen in hot chase like 2 thief-
taker and convict. Upon reaching an encrucijadas ©F
crossing of streets, the Colonel was peremptorily stePa
ped by some soldiers belonging to a different regiments
who drew their bayonets to oppose his progresss an
one levelling a musket at him swore that he “’9“1
shoot him if he advanced hand or foot. The TA¢
tenant escaped, and so did the soldiers, who were 1_"5
co-conspirators. The Colonel was unable to recogn’®
them, as they did not belong to his regiment. 2
witness would come forward, though hundreds weré
present, and the scene occurred at noon ! 5

An escort of Infantry was conducting some recrults
into Seville from Alcal4. One of these soft and 1'3(;"
Zagales, unaccustomed to heavy marching, fell dea ;
lame upon the road. To continue his journey o% fo?e
was impossible. After the lapse of some time, fhe{n
came up an Almocrebe, or mule-driver, with a tl:al.
of half-a-dozen mules laden with flour. The soldiers
instantly required the Almocrebe to carry thei‘r lzu;l(;
companion into Seville. ¢ Impossible,” said ,E]
Almocrebe, “I am heavily loaded with flour- v/”
“ Al diablo with your flour, and your brans s
said the sergeant of the escort—very often the wa};
of a military company in Spain. ¢Let US se'era
sample ; ” and drawing his bayonet, he_ made s€V€
rents in a sack close to him.
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Jik'erh: ::L‘:Oc?ebe was a I‘llde, but brave man, and,
Provoked 1,) resented th.e insult. .He was strongly
elonly ’m u;,{ as yet d.ld not st.rlke 'the sergeant.
should di~relatc ed his whip, and said : By ]a\‘v, you
o furnigh C yOl.Jrself to the Alcz,ilde of the dlStl‘le,
only ans*‘ver}Ou with cabalgaduras.” * The serfgreant s
With the bur,tw as’dtofkl“.ock the sack off the mule’s bac.k
Companion o RGPS SHL) and attempt to place his
sergeant - n tOP of him. The Almocrebe struck the
man, 4 Bl 501(1‘191‘ of the party fired on the country-
> and shot him dead ! ~
an??ng’]seniel‘o (answiering to qur corps of sappers
the maigels) had certain * relaciones amoTosa..s” \:.'lth
0 o -servant of a cura-parroco, an.d being inspired
B swlm'e (for among.the few.occasmnal drunkards
SaCristO diers are sometimes noticeable) called on the
w; dn'a]n of the church of Cafmo, sgme\vhere about
v lgf t;ito call down t‘he servmg—n.lald for the plea-
off Ot an mtervie“‘r with the soldu?r, who was then
the uty. The sacristan and the maiden both Qbeyed
word of command; and as Do other convenient
5::% presented itself for the agreeable te"te-fi-z‘c‘[e, t.he
Ustan, by a neglect of his duty rare in Spain,
Permitted the pair to adjourn into the interior of the
church, while he himself skipped across the road to
Purchase an azumbre of wine at the soldier’s charge.
The sacristan drank his share of the potent measure,
:ir:)‘rl]a’;hen' complais?ntly retired to snooze in a confes-
. 'The soldier, presently excited, and made
3iuairrelsomfz by.the wine, beat his female companion
olently with his fists, and mortally stabbed her with

* Beasts of burden.
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his bayonet. Her screams were terrible, and speedily
roused both the parroco and several of his flock, who,
not without hesitation and trembling, repaired in some
numbers to the scene of what they deemed these
supernatural horrors. The scandal may be imagined.

The appearance of the Spanish troops is to the last
degree unsoldierly. The sentry strolls to and fro like'
a corkscrew on his beat ; his shako almost falling off
tl_]e 1}“““ of his head, his gun slouched on his shouldef‘,
singing outright (not merely humming) a lively segu'”
dilla with the most sans-fagon air in the world.

O'ften have I seen the soldado raso, entrusted @
s.entmel w.ith a most important post, trailing his fi M.Sll
listlessly in the dust, and describing diagrams 'Wlth
the point of the fixed bayonet,-—or, probably, if he
could write, recording the name of his mistress. In
the sultry weather the shako is, perhaps, removec
entirely from the head, and the paper cigarrillo 1%
sometimes smoked on duty as indifferently as if there
were no regulation against it. .

The soldier is not unfrequently destitute of PO"t_lOns
of his uniform, or his regimental coat and conti™’”
ations are in such hopeless rags, that even in the
sultry summer the slate-coloured great-coat i3 worn a5
a hide-all and slut-cover, like the begrimed planket ©
a Mexican Iépero. Clumsy gaiters, ill-buttoned ap
discoloured, descend over shoes which, in one casé ot
of three, are broken in pieces, disclosing to view t.hf
naked toes of the men—such in Spain are the glore®
of the vida militar! The rations consist almost il
tirely of beans, lard-sprinkled, and boiled in 2 hug::
puchero, with bread of the coarsest description: pe

s
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f;:i}d l:)(efthis the.y-are «food for powder,” no more ;
Conée;n dal‘ as military appearance and efficiency are
Gl‘Ounde Osfto G:yalk from'end. to end 'of the Neutral
Planet. ibraltar, is like passing to a DeW
COlY(llilt]il(])e Narvaez I’eft the soldiers in this .misei‘abl-e
iCtatoy'nl_the soldiers who had li.elped .lum to his
girlish la Scept.rc—l]e.was amusing .l)lS doll, the
of the Qileen,, \\.'ltl] a i‘e}rival of the palatial splendours
the mg ‘0 d 7égime, giving her golden vases to hold
s 1y ’l.tar, and a golden (ford to lower tllC/ stone, at
o b‘)‘mg of the foundation of the new Col:tes upon
rthday. Had he transmuted the gold into cop-
Pers; and transmitted it in maravedis to his military
upes, it might have ill-served to rescue his contemned
€glons from their rags and penury, but it would have
saved mankind from this fresh example of the baseness
of political gratitude. It is but just, however, to
say that, however dishonestly the means have been
acquired, the Spanish soldier is now beginning to be
better clothed and fed.
The readiest and most p
3 “}gged regiment with an impromp
Which prevailed amongst the Ho
tl?e chivalrous Paladins of later times—ev
kill a hero for himself and strip him of his armour.
But as results are problematical since the use of
and fraternizing is a more
the ingenuity of the

ractical device for supplying
tu uniform is that
meric chiefs and
ery man to

“villanous gunpowder,”
Tationa] way of waging war,
Spanish spldadesca was set on less perilous devices.
Accordingly, a tailorless regiment at Matard, the other
day, availed itself of the disbandment of a refractory
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battalion of national militia, and jumped into their
coats and breeches !

Heroes, like gift-horses, amidst such scenes, should
not be looked too closely in the mouth ; and this W2
indeed last year the principle of action. Seventee?
convicts having broken their prison, fourteen of them,
heavily chained, fell upon two Nationals who mounted
sentry, wrested the guns from their hands, shot the
sentinels, and escaped without the walls. Some shots
* were fired after them from the town, which the feloI}S
of course did not mind, but ran courageously for the}r
lives and characters, tripped repeatedly by thelr
c‘hains, and as often rising again and darting forwar
like greyhounds. On their reaching the besiegers 8¢
Torrero their chains were struck off, and they i
made soldiers to reward their gallantry !

It is probably without parallel in the history of the
world, that in the month of October a subscription was
set on foot at Cadiz for defraying the expenses Of: SUP;
plying new uniform to the Royal Infantry l’eglme'n
of Asturias, then doing duty in garrison. Tl_‘e Pros
visional Government had failed to perform 1fS P{"’;
visional promises ; the money due to the Commissari2
and the military chest wa,vs not forthcoming s :
soldiers’ clothes were literally dropping from the
backs, their shakos from their heads, their shoes from
their feet, and private generosity was appealed t'O fo
'supply that lamentable deficiency which was Permlttfe(r
by public justice. = My little mite was contl'ibut,Ed. %
this purpose. Many ladies joined in the S'Jbscrlp.uor:
and, among the rest, many widows of military Oﬂ'cerat'

I have more than once seen bright eyes in tears




