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CHAPTER XXXIV.

THE WINE COMMERCE OF SPAIN.
(Continued.)

Stig‘ﬁ:‘a:!cc. important.beverage in England, ‘f Sflcl<,”
- ItS. its reputation, though }mder a different
6 aomes ls’the sherry sacls that' is now approved,
I’eduCe(i m};tlon of ?anary sack havufg bef:ome greatly
N d ut the' former has. remained in vogue for
h » and its standing was soO high 250 years ago, that
Sac‘i‘i’slﬁ?al‘e, greaFIy rel'ishing it llimse}f, made ¢ Sherris
: re favourite drink of so sagacious a gourmet as
it Johy Falstaff, "The name has doubtless sacked
:](:mo}’ who haw{e unconsciously dljank it, but there is
Pare(;]; who sips a glass of ordu'mry she?ry,_ as pre-
gy ]_?r‘the English market, t.hat is not drmkl'ng sack.
i (;\ is John Bull’s C.OI'I‘UI’.)UOH of Fhe' Spanish \Vc?rd
> dry.” Every white wine may in Its preparation
teemj'de cither sweet, or dry as opposed to sweet. If
B tl:nou.s fermentation be Perfectly accom.phshed,
ey de wine kePt for a sufficient length of time and
all inteue~ care, it b’e’comes a so‘und, dry wine, and,. tg

is morenta, a “sack.” The ancient name ,Of “ sherrl.s
P correct than the modern ¢ shex;ry,’ t}je Spanlsh
tearly acmtlon. of ‘the real'na’l,me- « Xerez, befng'as
bty cS possible «Chgherris,” with a strong aspiration:

ommencement of the word.

2 'CI::: taste for win'es h.as undergone in modern tim'es
plete revolution in England. Of old, white
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wines almost alone were drunk, the proportion of tent

or red wine having seldom been considerable. Port
was absolutely unknown, until the Methuen treaty
d it

}vith Portugal in 1703 may be said to have calle
into existence. Before that period, the wines of Por”
tugal were shipped in considerable quantities 0 Eng:-
land, but the shipments were invariably of white wines
l;:cel taste having been introduced by the English Cl.-u-
thee:y:zl:s(;yhzlfpflft; St(?:i};;l th.e Moors, and est::};hih
: enrigue on the thro

Portugal, in the twelfth century. These warriors Wer
tempest-tost in the Bay of Biscay, and their fleet, Wil'
that of the French Crusaders r’mmbering 200 sail
forced to seck a shelter on the’Peninsu]ar coast. 1}5
we may trace all the rest of our civilisation to 10€
Cf‘usades, it is likewise apparent that our acquai“mnce
with these generous wines dates from that Perio :
Our knowledge of the wines of Spain and P"rtugél
appears to have arisen simultaneously, and to be attrl-
butable to this intermixture of the chivalries of Turope
Olll'.greatel- proximity to France, and more intiwat®
relations with her pCOp]C, caused the ]argest pOl‘tiOﬂ 0
our supply to come from that country. I 1872, 2
fewer than 200 vessels loaded with wines at BordeauX
for England, and wines from France constitute

per cent. of our entire consumption. But of thes®
the.re 1s no doubt that the great preponderance was
white, and that the taste f(; claret (claire
burgundy, is entirely modern. Port in Englan
absolutely posterior to the seventeenth century- Xerez
Malaga, Canary, Lisbon, Sicilian, Malmsey (Ma
and other sweet wines from Greece and Italy

t) as or
d is

Jvasia)s
with a
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Smal] proportion of tent or red wine, formed the remain-
‘er.  All this has been absolutely reversed in modern
Flmes; white wines are more highly brandied,and drank
" smaller quantities, and after dinner nothing but red
Wines are seen or tasted.

The traffic in wine is, after all, precarious. If
OUr. taste is now mnearly equally divided between
White and red wine, it must be remembered that
1t centred once entirely upon white, and that,
cording to present appearances, it is by no means
Mpossible that it may hereafter centre chiefly on
l‘e.d, It will not suffice to say, that highly brandied
Wines are more suitable to our cold and watery
climate, Port is almost as highly brandied as
aherr)’ ; while even in winter our accomplished wine-
tinkers give a preference to pure and brandyless
clare, Again, throughout the north of Europe, scarce
any wines but clarets are in use, as if to disprove. t}le
assumption that high]y—brandied wines are requisite
or cold climates. Let Spaniards weigh well these re-
Markable peculiarities of taste the great ascendancy
Which red wines have acquired in modern times, and
o possibility that a stepchild system of legislation
May eventually lead to the annihilation of the Anda-
lucgan wine exportation. Let them look to the ad-
Vances made towards a more liberal system by Por-
tugal and Naples, to the readier introduction into

ngland which the wines of Portugal and Sicily are
about to receive, and to the probable detriment to
Sherl‘y which this change will in time effect ; let thfem
estimate the quantity of contraband merchandise which
enters Spain through Gibraltar and the northern and
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Mediterranean seaboards, and passes without hindrance
by the Portuguese and Pyrenean frontiers; and the.n
let them strike the balance and see how much theif
revenue would gain, how little their material interests
would suffer, if our manufactured produce were intro*
duced with reasonable protective duties, and h.o\\'
enormous would be ‘the benefit to these wirle-zf:»"rowlng
districts, if the duty in British ports were reduce
one.-half_ The nonsense about English- dictation 2
national independence hag neal‘lycspent :tselfi b icEDE
greatest bleater is g sheep, and the loudest braye? ¢
donkey. ¢ Half a word to the good undel'Stander:
We have treated Spain’ with bgreat liberality 0 ¥€
gard to the dutyon her wines. - At no time have v
d)ealt with her diﬂ'erently in our fiscal regUIations el
Portugal, though in: the latter country our manuf:ab
ture§ have: been favoured with - differential dUt-les'
While we have struck at France with double AutiE®
we have been provoked by no hostility into fiscal 1¢”
pr.lsals against Spain, but have charged o4 ket 4
:v‘xth e higher duties than our constantallys ¥ ortugel
g signing of the Family Compact in 1761, the df—
claration of war between Spain and England in 174?,
1362’ and 1779—the grand attack on Gibraltar 2%
.1182’ and the last declaration of hostilities bY Spait
1 1796, followed by her obstinate position of aversio®
till the French invasion, when we became SO emine.nt-l}’
her benefactors—all this series of inveterate enmit1es
was answered by no discriminating duties, was meb l.>)’
no commercial repulsion, Tiscal distinetions ¥¢ &
indeed make, but it was only in regard to i
Let - Spaniards study history and facts, jadwil
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Whether oyp policy towards them has been grasping
and. selfish, as alleged. Let them weigh the prevailing
Prejudices against us, and see if they are not utterly
groundless—the growth of ill-judged sectarian zeal,
and Superficial dissimilarities of national manners. We
'ave fought and conquered in the same ranks; since
t]?n_ they should surely know us. But the persevering
SPIrit of Prench detraction, and the absurd misrepre-
Sentationg spread by interested parties with reference
to our noble efforts against slavery, cause a people
gul.ded perhaps more by passion than by reason, to
elieve without a shadow of ground, that we have
¢en the consistent enemies of Spanish industry, and
Mean nothing but its ruin. I never could get from a
ater of England in Spain a substantial reason for his
"atred, nor extract any more intelligible argument than
Some jncoherent ' exclamation about ¢ Los Ingleses !”
O Log Anglo- Ayacuchos! ™
Now, Jet ‘us come for a moment to facts:—
‘Tom 1760 'to 1785 the duty on Spanish and Por-
Wguese wines, notwithstanding hostilities, was equal
to 4g, 104. per gallon; during the same period on
French wine it was 95 2d: From 1786 to 1794
Upon Spanish and Portuguese wines it was 3s. 1d.
Per gallon; on French wines, 4s. 10d. In 1795,
Ypon Spanish and Portuguese wines it was 5s. 5 on
‘rench wines, 7s. 84. In 1796, notwithstanding the
cclaration of war by Spain alone; on Spanish and
Ortuguese wines it was 6s. 11d.; on French wine,
Os. 64, The rates continued the same till 1803,
When  the necessity of providing the sinews of war
“used them to be simultaneously raised. ~On Spanish
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and Portuguese wines the duty was fixed at 8s. 4
while on French it was raised to 12s. 7¢- I
1804 it was raised on Spanish and Portuguese 2
8s. 10d., and in 1805 to 9s. ld.; but on French. lt
was simultaneously raised to 135, 94, The reduct!
in 1825 to 4s. 10d. per gallon was simultaneouSIY
conceded to Spanish and Portuguese wines, while th¢
duty on French wine was only reduced to 7s- sd. 1o
1831 the duties were equalised upon the wines of the
three countries, a result which naturally and gracei
fully followed the definitive establishment of Pea?efu
r.ehtioﬂs- But throughout all these tariff modlﬁcg-
tions, was there not apparent a friendly feeling toW2" i
S.Pai“, and a desire to take her produce upon the m'OS
liberal footing, even at times when she was glutFmg5
her insatiable rage for our destruction by declarati®®,
of hostilities and unwearied preparation of ar man.]entsl .
If we retain Gibraltar—and this, T know, is PIEY
felt by Spaniards—they should remember that le
the fruit of honourable conquest, and held in the fa¢
of efforts to recover it by the combined powersfoa
France and Spain, lasting through three-quarter® Ore_
century, and unparalleled in history. Let ther®
member that the possession is in itself nothing P e
barren rock, and that British enterprise alone has 1
it what it is. If they grudge us this conquesbs r
them bear in mind what favours they had in stor® d(;
us when they despatched their Invincible A"m_ an c;
and when in profound secrecy they signed with Fr2 f
that Family Compact which was to rule e Worwe
Let them not forget how much of their terrltoryhon
have given up that was within our grasp-*P"rt M

on
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and all the island of Minorca ceded to us at the peace
of Utrecht, Porto Bello captured by us in 1743, and
Havang, Manilla, and the Filippines seized by us in
1762, and ceded the following year by the definitive
T.reaty of Paris. These cessions all were voluntary,
With the exception of the first, and that we did not
contest our claim in that instance was a proof of praise-
Worthy moderation. When the Philips extended
their jrop sceptre over the whole Peninsula, trampling
o0 Portugal for 60 years, and waging a subsequent
War of 28 years after the House of Braganza ascended
the throne, we never once interfered. If England
Sacked Cadiz under Philip IL., Spain invaded Ireland
under Philip TII., and this but a few years after the
dispersion of the Armada. If, therefore, there
.be any ground of ill-will, it is we that should evince
. But such feelings are as antiquated now as
Judicial astrology, and nations as well as indivi-
duals are bound to keep the peace. I had rather
See a revival of the best days of the second Philip,
Who havine been the consort of one English Queen,
Mary, asp;-;*ed to the hand of another English Queen,
E]iZﬂbeth, than of the worst days of Philip the Fifth,
When the introduction of English merchandise into
Pain was prohibited under penalty of death.
It is sometimes a great misfortune for a country to
€ too strong and powerful ; too valiant, generous,
and triumphant. Had our treatment of Spain been
diabOIically cruel and villanous, she would have doubt-
ess concluded a convention with us before now ; had
We like France thrice invaded her, she would have
8rasped at a commercial treaty., In proportion to the
VOL, Ix; A A
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enormity of our services is the enormity of the lngf'a'
titude by which we are rewarded all over the Penin-
sula. Spain snarls at the foolish allies who have lfle
for her ; and Portugal gnaws the hand which raise
and solaced her a hundred times when her head WA
draggled in the dust. Had we shed no blood 5 b
we lavished no money, for these generous men: ha‘
we still more recently advanced them mo loAlts (Otl
some of which they pay neither principal nor inter€®
we shouldbe ina condition to treat with them upon ety
of equality, and might doubtless treat with adval.]tag'?'
But ingratitude can never pardon you for loading *
with favours; and the laurels which we WOV aﬂre
watered with our blood are the only harvest we &
permitted to reap. ’

"The worm which here, as in other countries;
into the vine, is the same which, amongst 4 wn
causes, has so tended to sap the prospel'ity of Ourloave
manufactures. It is doubtless very excellent to.f]the
anything and everything in abundance ; but _1 . or
face of England were all green crops and s i nd, 1no
all corn and no green crops; or all factories i
agriculture ; or all agriculture and no FALHOT =S ch
not suppose that the distribution would be i
admired in its results, When the grape e fou‘?;ﬂ'
to be profitable here, and when there was & grozl t(D)
demand in the English market, every one foo else
growing wine ; in certain districts there is getee sfu
to be seen; and many soils, unfitted for jts succes
culture, have had violence done them to profuee ltv'ere
surely does not follow that if England were Co:nuc
with hops, the consumption of beer would be

has eate?
rious
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?;:;::Ld, a remunerating price kept up to thc
. , or bread made cheap and plentlful. The
‘hormous plantings of vines have had their roots in
e}r]‘Ormous ignorance. I do not desire to sce revived
tl ¢ policy of the iron Marquis of Pombal, who, in
(]Zsstg’c tl‘ooted)up whole vhmyards in the wine-growing
bi s of Portugal. Even to make port valuable,
this was too costly and too stern a course ;. a less rug-
ged .l‘emedy may be applied ; the farmer may let a
ﬂl(ntlt::]m of his \'ille§ die away, as they lose their virtue
p e, and turn his attention, in part, to the produc-
tion of food., Adversity will teach what no induction
of reason could elicit. Yet still the pressure is tre-
Mendous; no government which neglects the application
emedy can be treated as other than

and ruin are the monsters which
unless

f’f a conscientious T
m_famous, and despair
will speedily devour these beautiful regions,
11.10 evil of utter stagnation be by prudent means exor-
Used. There will positively soon be no room in the
normous bodegas of Xerez ; fresh vintages must be
suffered to rot upon the ground ; and a dcluge, such as
tha.t of last year in Madeira, but of a still more devas-
tating character, if it swept through the vaults of
erez, would be in some sense a relief to the inhabit-
ants. <« A prudent fiscal reform,” they exclaim, “a
Woderate reduction in the import tariff, is all that we
See.k_; such a reasonable reduction as will induce the
ltish cabinet to grant us the proﬁ'ered abatement of
Dear 50 per cent. in the enormous duties on our wines.
]Are we not Spaniards ? Are contrabandists and Cata-
]?;]; Y:OI‘G Spanish, we ask, than Yve? Are they by the
as loyal? A vent, a vent Is what we want, and
AA2
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no exclusive arrangement with England, but ben?ﬁm::
commercial arrangements with all other countries s
well. Let us extend our trading relations 3 ]et. us
widen the narrow sphere within which our speculation 3
‘are confined; let us abandon the pernicious 1’Oum:o
which paralyses the progress of industry. Help us i
new markets; to the discovery of new fields of .ent?e
prise ; prevent us and our vaults from bursting tle
plethora of teeming repose!” Such is the cry 0_“

Andalucian people, but it finds no echo in Madrl(-i. S

What Spain derives from her commercial relatio’

with France, and what from her relations with Englan®
is very clear from the following authentic returns:—

‘ ed 10t
The total amount of French produce lmPOIted
Spain was—

0

Francs.
Tn¥] 830 e e 00656;000
In 1840 SRR e D 0 6705141
In IR SERne SHREEE 00 5817 (10,893,900
Tn 1842 o A i1 402,821

; ted
The total amount of Spanish produce impor

into France was—

Francs-
Tii¥] 830 Beemain s oo aavind 04 573515014
In 1840 Bui oo s Diesiy ol
InaStas e ar 621680
In 1842 EERETE SIS 008,002
Sefior
These results are from the official return of 1:0 5
: ¢, W
Duron, late Spanish consul at BordeauXs b

course could only proceed by estimate fouﬂdeld. L the
best data with regard to contraband, of W L
great bulk of the French exports s din2
undoubtedly he had access to the best sources, &%
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::Ztttt:rllll;)e thisrno more accurate statistica} information
1849 ha le .[‘h.e exports from France into Spain in
37’3302 divides into 84,161,622 francs by sea, and
s ; 99 francs by land. And the expi)r_ts of‘thc
% 740)Oar from Spain into France he divides 1nto
ar;d >267. .francs by sea, and 9,263,33'5 francs by
<) s .Stnkmg an average of the foregomg amounts,
39 Ognddle term of Spanish exports into France is
(;en ?1,0.00 francs per annum, and the middle term of
s :1 imports into Spain is 90,00.07000 francs; so
i 1e balance in favour of France 1s.as 90 to 39, or
to ‘étlle.r words, her reciprocity CcODSIStS in vending
l(.rompi“n_nearly three times as muc
Spain.
Now England took of Spanisll wine—

h as she takes

Value in francs.

Gallons.
In 18304 fil daidio yRIN 97 SEie o 25,789,900
In1g40 - - 2,500,760 - - 25,007,600
Ini1gdlum: =t ~a2.il2B2L i e 24,128,210
Inig42 - C7261,780 Rt 22,617,860

i:i?g a middle term of 24,500,000 rancs, or 1,000,000
alonmg per annum. S0 that in the article of wine
s e we take from Spain more than. three-fifths of
= (;lmount which France d?es of all kl.nds of Spanish
l‘uit:ce together—wool, oil, lead, quicksilver, cox:k,
e Of.all sorts, meats, woolle'n stuffs, corn, sll!{
B f,‘.Splce‘s, §aff'1:on, &ec. Our. import of these arti-
of tl‘lf)m.Spam is very extensive, and the balar-xce

.ade is greatly against us. We have no wide
anSS e}:mm frontier to smuggle across like. the French,
i ave bu-t a single point ' appui at Gibraltar. So

rom being patrons of smuggling, all that we
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want is, that the ports of Spain should be legitimately
opened, and with every reasonable protection to t.he
national interests. I need not load these pages with
further statistical results to show how much more ©
Spanish produce England takes than France, and ho'\V
much benefit Spain will find in cultivating commerci
relations with us, who 8row no wines, and are prepare

to reduce the duty upon hers. - One fact will sufﬁc‘?5
According to Sefior Duron’s report, while Irance L
1842 took of Spanish wine an official value 0f809’166
franes, and Spain took of French wine 219,079 fran®
lcaving a nett result of 590,000 francs, we took oD o
average of four years 24,500,000 francs’ worth. 17
other words, while France took 23,000/ worth, W€
took to the extent of a million sterling. The PIOP e
tion is as 23 to 1000,
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CHAPTER XXXV.

FINANCE AND FINANCIERS.

ITINANCIERING has long been the most proﬁtablc
as;lgf;sts in Madrid ; and there are a number of clever
i) tover—scrupulous persons there, who have con-
of the HO n.mke a very good thing of the tang]e('i '?tatc

acienda since 1834. To have been a minister
or Intendente at any time since that period, was to
1ave g hand in the arrangement of some millions of
seized by the State, and in the sale
t of Bienes Naci-
As the

hupely property,
and disposal of the enormous amoun
Onaleg * brought since then to the hammer.
lance ministry, with its various ramifications,
t_he most profitable branch of the public administra-
ton, the most influential members of the dominant

Party usually contrived to thrust themselves into these
owledge which constituted

was

Olices ; and the special kn
€ qualification, was too often acquired in gambling
ad disreputable speculation in the London Stock
“Xchange and the Bourse of Paris. Some were
Qualified for their portfolios by bankruptcy. Don
b::]r.’. Jése Garcia' Carrasco was .positively. r}lade a
Krupt.  Can this be the late Finance Minister of
Pain?  Why, positively yes. ¢« Vié,” we read in
on Quixote, “ vig el rostro mismo, la misma figura,
frotnl\;z'zo;m} properties, in houses, Jands, mines, &c., chiefly taken
eligious houses.
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el mismo aspecto, la misma fisonomia, la misma eﬁgiC’:
la perspectiva misma del Bachiller Samson Carrasco:

“He saw the same face, the same countenance, the
same aspect, the same physiognomy, the same efﬁg}:
the very profile of the Bachelor S’ampson Carrasco-

The experience thus acquired in his own affairs woul

aid his administration of the finances of a bankrup®
country. Like others of his predecessors in office, h'e
was fluttered on our Stock Exchange ; and the rer™
niscence of the feelings which these gentlemen i
rienced as ¢ Jame ducks,” should make them e
particular in paying up the half-yearly dividend
}Vhich doubtless was the cause of Carrasco’s paying 2"
Interest of 18 per cent. to Rothschild's agents g ”
weller, and the banker, O’Shea, to make good e
dividend for the semestre. It is possible, with e
best intentions, to sin very egregiously ; to make unres”
sonable sacrifices for the sake of a quartel"s cmrad‘e rt;
to launch a new administration gracefully, and by dmr
of usurious interests to tie a millstone round th.e nec(
of a struggling nation, which may pl'CCiPimLe o

of averting bankruptey.  Still, the regular payment Ot
dividends is so capital' a fact, that there is little sh(?t
of manslaughter which may not be excused fo* i
accomplishment.

The existing embarrassments of the Spanis
sury, are embarrassments in more respects 5, On:c;
They largely embarrass a man in his endeavou™ e
comprehend how Spain, even with its civil war, can'ne
so terribly pauperised ; seeing that within the la,St nllat
years there have been Bienes Nacionales sold 1 tj
country to the extent of three thousand HSRIE

trea-
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el It seems evident that

» or thirty millions sterling.
® financiers must have martyred themselves to a
Very serious tune in their patriotic efforts at treasury
"®putation, and that her unsullied Sullys and colossal
olberts, in their skilful combinations of state num-
’lf(::l, have 591(10@ forgotten number o.ne. The Queen-
l‘iallje?’ too., Cristina, may have asslstfsd very mate-
¥ 1n relieving the pressure at the national treasury.

Ut the fact is patent to the world, that after dis-
Mantling the richest church in Europe, abolishing
SZ;llflal privileges, confiscating commanderies, and

Ing thirty millions’ worth sterling of national pro-
Perty, there is now to be provided for a deficit of
Oty millions of reals per month, or close upon five
Willions. sterling per annum ! To meet this, there
are, hesides theoresources of a more economical admin-
BStration, and a more skilful collection of the existing
taxes, the remaining Bienes Nacionales therfa i.s also
He Possibility of laying on fresh taxes, but it 1s ex-
tremely doubtful whether these could be collected ; and
there {5 (of all measures the best) the reduction of the
prohibitox‘y tariff, bywhich now inevitable measure
Alarge revenue may be realised.

The amount of the public debt of Spain, at the
Commencement of 1843, was 10,945,850,000 reals, or
aboug one hundred and ten millions sterling. Of this
Sum 5,891,054,000 belongs to the consolidated, and
.[]e residue to the non-consolidated debt. The annual

Wterest on this debt is 300,954,982 reals, or more than
There was available at the

his debt, the unsold
consisting of church

e !
iree millions sterling.
S o . .
ame period, for the reduction of t
remas . -
€mainder of the bienes nacionales,
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and convent property, or property of the clergy regu]lar
the

and secular, By Sefior Calatrava’s estimate; !
property of the regular clergy at the same perts

would realise 1,049,826,000 reals, and that of the
secular clergy about 1,500,000,000 of reals; ¥ e
2,549,826,000, or rather more than twenty-five millions
sterling.  Supposing, therefore, that the sales ©

e?clesiastical property are not suspended, when all the
dlsp(?sable national Pproperty shall have been sold, Hie
pl{bhc debt will still exceed 8,000,000,000 of reals
With such an amount of debt, with a yearly deffeit °

ﬁ.ve millions Stel‘ling, with an uﬂpopulal‘ adminis”a’.
tlon., and a people of smugglers, who will pay pelthe
duties nor taxes, how is a national bankruptcy *° -
averted ? They call this process here a corte de cuent
or cutting of accounts, and it certainly is the st 8
way of settling them. The possibility of demonstr®”
ting anything with figures, a familiar truth i
House of Commons, and quizzed in thliFrent
Chamber as “'ar¢ de grouper les chiffres,” ‘Vﬂs.never
more illustrated than in the opposite l'epreseﬂmtwnso
S.Pﬂnish finance. The friends of the minister for th€'
tl.me being, make the deficit appear to be T educed )
his magic art to nearly nil ; while his opponents -

of the croaking policy, give it forth as about' e
millions sterling per annum ! The actual deficit 18 e
nearly as possible the sum which I have stated a°%%
five millions. The budget presented to the Congre™
in November, 1842, by the strictly honourable Carla‘
trava, sets forth the truth in this respect with nake

honesty, and is commonly taken as a basis of calc}l]lé
lations, A rigid and less favourable view ©
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Sstimates will give a still less satisfactory result ; and
there are some who hold that the real deficit, having
Tegard to actual liabilities and actual productiveness
of revenue, s seven' millions sterling per annum,
% the estimated present yearly expenditure being
1,495,596,520 reals, half the entire obligations of the
tate! - Tt was reserved for Sefior Carrasco to present
2 balance sheet of national income and outlay, so
rK{iculously delusive and: so sweepingly exaggerated,
that by a more daring than ingenious process of leger-
€main, he converted the annual deficit of five millions
sterling into a surplus of 108,115,303 reals and
fventy.five maravedis, or more than a million pounds.
€re was an amusing minuteness about this which,

dMongst the initiated, at once begot suspicion. The
vy or about three-halfpence

dust for the eyes of the
times the reverse of the

Ster]fmd-twenty maravedis,
Ing, were a small fillip of
Public, since in finance, some
°%al axiom holds good: dolus latet in generalibus.”

he Aladdin’s lamp with which he was to perform
Al these miracles was merely a strong imagination.

fTough his very green treasury spectacles he saw a
Willion and a half sterling reduced in the war depart-
Ment (which Narvaez rather desired to augment than
Yeduce), two and a half millions sterling in the Caja
® Amortizacion, and half a million in the treasury,
Which he knew very well he could not reduce, a quarter
Of_‘ a million additional from customs, though the pro-
itive system wasto be continued, and three millions
Ster]ing from the contribucion territorial; a land-tax
Which he knew he could not collect: “He lived long
‘Mough in the treasury to make his preliminary
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flourish, but not long enough to prove his mﬂgmﬁcent
promises moonshine, .
The official career of a finance minister in Spa]";
precisely resembles the ancient military service of ?1}1
country by mochila, or length of krlapSaCk’ fvhlc
old Mendoza thus describes <« Hizo llamﬂmle_ntof
generales, & cada uno conforme 4 la obligacion ar.;tlgﬂ‘l
Y usanza, que era venir la gente 4 su costa el “eg’f:
que duraba la comids que podia traer 4 los hom lm
(talegas las llamaban log pasados, y nosotros ah(zr;
mochilas) ; contibase para una semana.” Thth 2
was made a general call to cach, conformable t0 ¢ le
old obligation and custom, which was that the peO};
should come at their own cost, and do battle duths
the time that the victuals lasted, which they colllle
carry on their shoulders (budgets our forefathers cawre
them, but we now call them knapsacks ;) they *
reckoned to last a week 1" sy naaathe
The worst consequence of this instabll'lty 1sf by
insolence, insubordination, and malversation Otrea-
kinds, which it necessarily produces amongst thg dence
sury employés, Speculating with perfect con ently
on the speedy removal of the minister, and freq" g o
Joining in political intrigues against him—nay Cfr an
to originate intrigues if the minister be too pts his
upright—the Spanish empleado goes on recewlflng(, a
bribes, extorting his unlawful fees, exhaUSttleging
fertile invention in the arts of peculation, and.ﬁ;t s new
on the public plunder. The minister estabh; ]Cdos in
and more stringent rules, but refractory emp eti Joress
Madrid, and the provincial inspectors z_md COI} is man-
presumptuously thwart or fearlessly disobey &
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?ea‘:,es. He is sure, they argue, to be kicked ‘out ina
months, at latest, and if he does not wink com-
foa:ently at their peccadilloes, they are as sure jco.help
\ urn him out of doors. Spanish finance ministers
2?{1?::03;":;'::1)1)' dabble i.n the funds, and in th(i

5 racts for monied loans and other specu
ta]téon§ which are for ever a-foot. This baseness p]ac.:es
inc:] e the power of their own clerks, and unhapp.lly
an Pacitates them for vigorous reform.s, or for assuming

A0 elevated tone in the midst of their unmanageable
Ureaucracy.,

Yet with common sense and common honesty, it is
ast"“iShing how much might be done towards releasing
SPain from her financial embarrassments. Perhaps it
S 1ot too much to say, that a vigorous government,
“@pable of enforcing taxation, might, with integrity
afld energy, and a forgetfulness of selfish gains, pro-
Vide for the interest on every portion of her debt, and
!0 the end pay off the principa]. Spain is at present the
Most lightly taxed country in Europe. Her estimated
Income for 1844 is 861,000,000 of reals, and she has
0 EuI‘Opean popu]ation of 14,000,000. Her colonial
Possessions, though not extensive, are very productive ;
and Sefior Carrasco’s estimate of the nett receipts
from the Havana in 1845 are 50,000,600 of reals,
from the Filippines 12,000,000, from Puerto Rico
8,000,000 ; adding to which the receipts from the

anaries and the small African possessions, she has a
¢lear colonial revenue of nearly one million sterling.

The quicksilver mines of Almaden, and her other
Sources of mineral wealth, yield half a million sterling
More per annum ; and thus, before laying one shilling
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of tax on her people, she is comfortably provided with

1,500,0001. of revenue. Both the mines of Almadenan
the tobacco duties have lately been let at a COnSiderablc
advance ; and, though the latter contract was rescinded,
the immense increase proposed of full 60 per Cen,t'
is a clear proof that, in the midst of political vicissl-
tudes, the wealth of the country, as tested by i
consumirjg power, has steadily and largely inereases
If Spanish finance ministers, and the capitalists o
sharpers by whom they are surrounded, could bring
themselves to think of their own fortunes less a8 2
the .nation’s more, we should hear very little nfine¥
iorelgn loans, A virtuous native effort is wanted ?
themselves must strike the blow.” = All gove,-nmerlts
are bound to support their several departments: 2
obtain a sufficient revenue ; and the administratioﬂ 0
Mon and Narvaez has not the excuse of want of power
Tobacco is' the milch-cow of most European ¢
suries. . It is: especially so in Spain, where hyesls
sumption is so enormous, that the duties lately 50
for more than a million sterling per apnum- Bendr
Carrasco solemnly set apart the proceeds of this con‘.
tract to the payment of the interest on the Three pe*
C.ent. bonds. QCalatrava did the same thing PreViOUSIy
with the quicksilver contract. But Mendizabﬁl an
Ayllon, when they succeeded to office, did not hesitat®
to apply the proceeds of ‘the Jatter to what they deeme’
more pressing financial exicencies ; and Cm-l-asc.os
successor, Mon, has acted aiimilar part. The fm-th
pledged here to the public creditor is as rotten as 1
before the thaw ; the key of the strong-box is ke}‘)t by
a lady of very loose character, called Dofia ExP¢”
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ency 5 and the instability of successive admi .
1008 i the curs fb ability o successive administra-
AT g se o the' foreign bondholder. =~
lf the ‘ceSqu Spain, even when S!]e was mistress
testab]y embvol.d, have al.w.ays been in the most de-
a¥e been lar;aSsed condition. Her greatest efforts
tn'ollgh . n‘iT]IJa( e, not. throug:h a 1:eg1.11a? revenue but
Was made u;e of kind. 'll.]e “mvmmble’i Armada
the prOvincep Of separate. cont1r1fgents, supph.ed by all
timber, nex:[? tl;e. empire. First was f:urmshed the
e Tiggiy thle shipbuilders, next the sails, the spars,
of Spain Sﬁa l? 1m.en, meat, :)md meal. - Each village
tries, NapleI:p :( .lltS quota ; I o'rtugal, the Low Coun-
ey o1 ) : icily, their sections of the great fleet.
s pig e ‘111' the wealth of Elle'galleoxns was pour(?d
"Ul'or)eyl );‘the Court of Spain was the poorest In
muSehol'd The supernumeraries alone of t.he royal
85 theg would have peopled‘ a good-swed city 5 an.d
Phges £ gentrysTrars al] salaried and kept their equi-
ancbl mand their lackeys, 'there were too many hands
the Solllhs. open to permit the royal revenues to reach
e, ?Vel'ﬂgn. Carlos II‘. was so fleeced by' these
3 ,ge“s-on, that he was obliged to abandon t.hc idea of
SG\'/]e;n]ney to his summer pa]vace of Aranjuez, on].y
ot eagues from Madrid. Yet he gave the Marquis
X aralvo a sinecure of 62,000 dollars—equal at the
E}liej:“t day to 30,000'1. a-year——in connexion with the
s of South America.
favsoucb systematic dila.pidation,
& Il)lrltes, could. not fail to exh
eru, There has been made, in the lapse of
des, but one attempt to regulate Spanish finance,
nd that, though successful for the time, was but

of |

and . tenderness to
aust even the wealth
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momentary in its effects. In 1703, during the reign of
“Philip V., Orri, a man of great penetration, of inde.fa‘
tigable energy, and vast powers of calculation, applie
himself to this task ; and undismayed by the powers ¥
the Grandes and the murmurs of the people, tract
out those domains of the crown which had been alie-
nated since the time of Henry III., confirmed AL
king in his determination of resuming them, ¢aus®
many of the superfluous offices of the royal hog >
hold to be abolished, and swept away the ]OCUSt’dOud
of tax-collectors, which, according to the testiony o
an historian of the time, devourecllj almost all the T€¥€"
nues of the state, and exceeded in number the regulat
troops of Spain !

Now, the fault scems to be, insufficiency of .tax(;
collectors, and incorrigible laziness. A Catalan {11
of mine having succeeded to some property wished £
pay to the State the legal tax on its transmission 3 buty
notwithstanding all his efforts, could not for t¥V0Y ea;rs
find the regular parties through whom to malee "C8
payment. They are always talking of a better 8Y steu:
of fiscalizacion, but they never show it. Would thfl
they reflected on the wisdom of Pio Pita’s s2Y ing H?
Lis “Examen de la Hacienda,” published in
“ La economia y la buena moral son dos sistem@ qufase
tocan en varios puntos y tienen dependencia reciproc®: 7

The frauds of contadores and employés are s n:)"ll
so enormous as they were formerly, yet they are o
considerable. The collection of the entire €V
particularly during the Austrian dynasty, W&° i n
hands of arrendadores, or farmers, down to t?le relge
of Ferdinand VI. The peculation and rapine We*

reveﬂue’
the




