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With 2 handsome cork leg from Paris. The diligenza
Vas stopped, and the cork leg stolen with the other
Property, but immediately restored, on the Alcalde
pl'(’Claiming that, unless restitution were instantly
Made, he would scour the country, and hang up every
offender,
I once had occasion to see the first Alealde of.' a
Temote Andalucian village engaged in his oﬂicw:1
Uties.  Thig mayor and chief magistrate of a muni-
Clpality wore no shirt, an article which seriously
formeg no part of his ordinary costume; his feet
Were encased in the heavy brogues, which the pea-
Santry commonly wear in winter, of leather, ill-tanned
0d neyer cleaned—the mud not even scraped off.
Is legs were stockingless, as was apparent from the
4re shing which his rather short and negligent pan-
taloong displayed. Of what nature were the inner
8arments which he wore above, it was impossible to
¢termine, for he was wrapped up with characteristic
Dational pride in an old and tattered cloak; and a
8teasy and broken hat of cotton velvet, peaked, and
sfft With dignity on the side of his head, completed
18 attire, His hands were rougher and blacker even
han hig face, and I ascertained that he could not
Write. Hijs Escribano, or notary, supplied this defi-
dlency, being the usual Fiel de Fechos, or substitute
F a village attorney. Both seated at a tremulous
able, smoked paper cigars without intermission,
While the witnesses, gave their evidence, and about a
Zen bare-legged peasants, with guns, represented
he National Guard.

-The mode of swearing the witnesses was not a little
VoL, s s
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singular. When the depositions had bee taken,
of an

without binding the parties by the solemnity
oath, all were sworn in the lump; and if Per‘]ury
chanced to have been committed, it was sugared OV
by a pious after-thought. When the Escriban® had
completed the depositions, lntelpola,tmg not & e
¢ plums” or tropes and flowers of rhetoric 0
he suddenly cried “Sombreros abajo!” ©F
off,” the Alcalde and he both rose, the former ¥
the words of an oath preseribed to be administe®
in courts of justice ; all present mumbled or ™ muter®
them after him ; the cigarrillos, which were mome’”
tarily removed tO admlt of this interludes were
clapped anew into the mouths of functionaries; wi
nesses, and culprits, and the one table and tW0 stool®
which formed the only furniture of the 3Partmen 1
were removed to the neighbouring Posada, B
whence they were borrowed. I was as &Stomsmd
Sz.mcho Panca’s good wife Teresa, and exclairn®
with her: “ Quién podia pensar que un pastor de cabr®
habia de venir ¢ ser gobernador de insulas : e
would have thought that a goatherd would becolﬂe
the governor of an island?”

The example of ministers is too readily !
by their provincial subordinates, and wher
and illegal acts are practised by the former at revO
tionary periods, they are sme to be imitated PY s
latter in the * normal era” .which rsucc:eed‘s g
diately after the declaration of the Queens ma']on ¢
the arbitrarily nominated, instead of popular y elec eh
municipalities, were admitted to be incompat tible WItl
constitutional liberty, and Caballero issue a 105"

ccited

-

mltated
viOlen
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decree, directing the municipalities to be immediately
“hewed by popular election, according to law. T%xe

Tovineial Deputation and Gefe Politico of Cadiz,
Mith a delightful absence of ceremony, and with rare
orirontery, immediately promulgated their veto upon
the €xercise of the royal prerogative, in the following
termg ; Although, by royal decree of the 16th
Iistant, hey Majesty has been pleased to command
U8 to proceed to the renewal of the Ayuntamiéntos,
&Ccoyding to the legal dispositions contained in 1.;he
#me, very powerful causes oblige me, in conjunction
With the most excellent Provincial Deputation, to
SUspenq jtg fulfilment until such time as the govern-
thent gha] have resolved what it may deem expedient
" Tegard of the exposition which I this day f'or.w'ard
£ it. Cadiz, 26th November, 1843. The Political
Chief,» These worthies were not dismissed, and the
Yoyal order wag trampled into powder. Tht'ay knew
that Noryaes was with them, and they were right. It
Was the minister, Caballero, that was dismissed.
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CHAPTER XXVI.

COMPOSIT 3
ION OF THE AYUNTAMIENTOS AND CORTES:

Spriil:f ui?j;azllznzi‘yt and nn}nici‘pal ﬁ-anchisc:eeléll
objectionably extens]isv(:né ionstxt.utmn .Of ;Si?;pem,
tion, and founded upon ut are simple in t')el
one may comprel P(c)ln plain pl‘lllCIPleS,.\\l}lC 5
annexed to a I;(, S The franchise 18 1'nvarl !
o s i i"a Jide household qualificatio™ a
s required, and no man yotes o4
more th.an one holding. The possession of houses an
COmmMon sen seoba‘ multiplication of the fr:mcll}sc, l‘ :
held that there fmg %"Ofel‘red to legal subtIle®, o
much as, let a msa :11’(; oss of real representateli“énswe’
the occupying t property be ever S0 o
such a & stg enants who pay the 1'enf:.“'1 -
il V}e’cism bi eh‘zctors. The constltueﬂc’}’
os, “mneighbours,” or  Hurgesses

ar :
e composed of all the rich heads of families w
1 hous®

;denc@

or a * casa puesta,” a fixed residence. Their resi
mu§b have been for a year and a day ofore th'e
voting lists are made out? These voting lists const
tute the sole registry, anc.l i iads a; A Publisf"e
yearly at the municipality. The nunicipal franchi=®
up to the end of 1843. was a purely housebo

B uon e Pa)'men’t of taxes, however smd b

-

an
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bemg required—in fact, a genuine ¢ potwalloper’s”
fachise.  The only exceptions were two—those
unde.r trial for any criminal offence, or sentenced to
Ay infamoug penalty, and the ¢ pobres de solemnidad”
who_publicly subsist by mendicancy. The voters thus
alified el delegates, who subsequently meet at

® Ayuntamiénto, or town-hall, and agree amongst

‘Mselves as to the list of Alealdes and Regidores,

or first municipal officer and his assistants, to be
Teturneq, The form of the municipal elections is
Us by pr. ocuration, the people choosing their brains-
®Aiers, and the brains-carriers the heads.
Is remnant of the faulty indirect elective system
S sure to be done away with speedily, unless (which
% Very improbable) the influence of the Moderado
p.a‘rt‘y become entirely subdued ; and the Moderad'os
Kewige speak of making the municipal franchise
cOntingom on the payment of taxes, which would
Much depopularise the system, and materially check
€ rapid diffusiveness of future revolutionary move-
Wentg,

The groundwork of the parliamentary franchise 18
¢ same as the foregoing, but with stringent ad-
ttions; the first and principal of which is the payment

of the « mayores cuotas,” or chief taxes levied by the
St.ate 3 these must be paid up regularly, or the vote is
le'r&nchised, and the voter is alike disqualified if he
€ a debtor to the Hacienda Publica, or Treasury, or &
*faulter to the common pueblo fund, or taxation f?l'
ocal Purposes. The sum of the taxes, however, paid
Y & Spanish citizen is trifling compared with those
Vhich an English householder must pay, and the
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js mode-

qualification, though derived from property,
o that

rate, since it is only the proprietors oE palace
Py, considerable taxes. The only qdditional qualifi-
cation 'is, that they must be twenty-five years 0 age-
The single loophole for legal quibbling which here
Pl‘esen.ts itself is the item, “ payment o ¢ faxes 2 an
to @md disputes as to the troﬁblesome question from
whose pOCkOtS they come, it 18 Special]y CllflCted tha*t
tlﬁe hu.sb’andman may for electional purposes consl ‘er
: e wife’s property his own, so long as they hv’e
ogether; that fathers may consider their cl]ildl'ens
BHOpELLy, their own, so long as they are the Jegitimat®
administrators of their persons and estates s and that
the son’s right is not affected by Jife-interests or
rent-charges.
']:‘he fouo“’ing inhabitants are likewise generfﬂly
entitled to vote, after a year’s residence, whether they
pay taxes or not, having attained to their 2 5th yeari
;;n ;I-nbers of the Spanish academies of History :;;s
and lline A-rtg’ Cfmed here “mnobles arteS-” 0C
Law Centmte% 4 the three faculties of 2
, and Medicine. Members of ecclesiastic?
ters, parochial curates (rectors) and their 2ssi® ant
Clerg_\r_ Magistrates, and advocates of two ye?rs
standmg. Officers of the army of a certain smndmg,
whether on service or retired. Physicians, Sm.geons,
and apothecaries of two )‘ea;S’ ot dingoo I8 will 'be
observed that Bachelors in Medicin ea can’P -actise

] chap-
b

title of academiciang i £
n any academy © il

Arte.  Professors, and mas};ers in any educatlona,

establishment supported by the public funds-
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:;](1‘“;2 ﬂ;e disqualifications already specified, are
eial - bf"nkmptcy, suspended payments, 2 Jufii-
Gapacfzterdwt annexed to moral or physical in-
authol y, and  surveillance under sentence by the
3 Tities, .
pa;‘ltl:e simplicity of .the registry is one of: ‘?he.bes.t
obl; 3 ;)f the foregoing system. The ml.lmcxpahty is
at S%:t( by 13-\}' to make out a c_omplete list of voters
post .ed periods, and, when the list is completed, to
Publilt at the Ayuntamiéntos, :.md' the other 'most
mainc Places of the town and district. Thus it re-
veq] 5 eX'POSed for some twenty days, in order tha.,t
amations may be made for the purpose of recti-

i . S 2
YIng migtakes and omissions. The tax-books afford

.¢ groundwork of the system, and the onus of re-
he elector, is fixed

(g:try ; instead of being thrown on
ni the municipal officer. The qualified elector has
s _tO trudge many miles and lose who}e day.s, to
and’“n the ff'anchise, to employ lawyers, live at mns,
procspen-d his money, time, and patience. The whole
OFﬁCieS]S is al.'ra.nged for him by the paid public
i :kS, and it is only in the event of some fraud or
b e, that therg will be any necessity for tl'lat
makeseﬂand turrfxm], which (whatever may be safd)
it he franchise to quiet men a burden. SO,'“{lth
i :ll‘ restles‘sness, there a,r'e some useful. pohtlcal
S l(; be derived from Spain, though this system
m e too slovenly for England.
princl}elmunicipal elections are conducted upon the
Y ne <_)f almost universal suffrage, and present a
rety striking contrast to those which are held for the
urn of Senators and Deputies to the Cortes. The
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latter, restrained by a moderate qualification, seldom
present much resemblance to the excesses of the for-
mer. I found it to be the prevalent feeling in Anda-
lucia, amongst all but the rabble that, upon & balance
of evils and advantages, the true lover of liberty musb
prefer a modification of the municipal franchise ; a0

the political chief of Cadiz, Talens backed by the
auxiliary Junta—for the most pa;t Progresistaé—
fo'rwnrded to the government a strong repl‘ese“mtion
of the benefits to be derived from Da._;similating,,f the

municipal elections to those for the Cortes- 1B £he
enormous rush of an entire population to the urn, foroP
be tri-

and a bad popularity were always sure to
umphant ; the greatest ruffian, with the congenia
support of ruffians, was likeliest (if he desired it) ¥
be made an alderman : it was a common saying: thay
a captain of robbers in Andalucia might get himsel
returf\ed by the suffrages of his confecfer:ttes and the
coercion of his gang; and it is a well-know? fach
that all along the southern coast (I myse]f Lave se€2
thefn) contrabandist gefés, through the support ©
theu: smuggling bands, and for the purpose of better
defying the revenue laws, have been retur”®
the municipal chambers, and occasionally 50
rank of Alcaldes.

The working of universal suffrage is nob i
tram.ted in these municipal electjons_c Tvery o
boils a pot has a vote. When the election is/ cO-
tested, it is force which usually decides.
.audacious, and the most disorderly, surroui®
approaches to the urn, holgazanes (mauvais sujets) with-
out known occupation ; fellows armed with pludgeon®

11 illus-

o Who
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and  eyen knives, reckless smugglers, sometimes
More reclkless bandits, give the law to the community
M t00 many of these elections, frightening away the
aborious and peaceful, and inspiring with horror'the
Tespectable citizen. When the municipal electlor.ls
haye been hotly disputed, which they usually were 1
Spartero’s time, bodies of men of this class have
tumultuous]y invaded the churches where these
elections were held, armed with staves and poniards,
s”‘Cril‘:{.giously diffusing terror through those'sacred
Places, and sometimes even profaning the images.
Ut the notion of Royal nomination of the nlunifslpal
Oiﬁc@s’ as proposed by Cristina, is not for all t!ns t‘o
© entertained. A small property qualiﬁcatlon 18
the remedy. :
The ordinary processes of intimidation and bullying
are resorted to here as in other countries, and the
Violence offered to electors to prevent them from
80ing to the urn, does not differ materially from the
bk employed to keep obnoxious voters from the poll
M England. But here there is this remarkable
Peculiaritv, that the violence is for the most part
€nacted in the centre of the parish church, and that
‘the immediate proximity of sanctuaries and holy
Mages is violated by the infliction of blows—too often
‘_Vith a knife, the pufialada, of which the Manolo’s
amiligy song says, that with fourteen of them he
Makes sure of an antagonist. These are common
Mcidents of every hotly contested election. But
there haye likewise been instances of robbing the
clectora] urn, and burning the voting papers! When
M election is known to be going against a particular
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party, the most abandoned ruffians in the town are
employed for a few pesetas, and clear all before them
with bludgeons. The point being to prevent any
falection from being held, these m:n invade the ur?
n what a Castilian proverb calls a ¢ pu;’zalada de
pZCar(‘;,” meaning the twinkling of an eye, or literall)’a
the time a blackguard takes to draw out his knife-
Latterly, however, it is the military that are for the
most part employed, a little money being distribute
amongst, t_he sergeants and eabos, or corporals:

A ll(fl‘rlble electioneering outrage took place # few
years since at Vejer on the Andalucian coasts midway
between Cadiz and Gibraltar, about a leagu® g%
C.a Pe T rafalgar, and four leagues due south of Medin®
Sidonia. Blood was delibercately shed in the te™P 6
Of' t].le Most High, and murderous shots were ¥
within the sanctuary. Nothing parallel has 068
of late in Europe, except the :ecent; dreadful 110 2
a church at Naples, where the troops were opdeEs
to .ﬁ.re upon the dense congregation. At Vet
pOhtl'cal feeling ran frightfully high ; and during }f‘he
elections for the Cértes, which were held, accordi®é
tc.)-the invariable practice, in the parish churchf i
cxtl‘zen exercising his electoral right, and hazm'd{ng
an imprudent observation as he deposited his voting

paper in- the urn, was barbarously assassinated- s
blood flowed upon the steps of the altar! The
ﬁal or

Instrument of his death was the common P
dagger-knife. Dreadful was the mélée which ensued-
tl‘he friends of the rival candidates formed thems® v
Into two parties, and struck at each other with k0! 5
and bludgeon within sight of the crucified Bl
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iLnd. by the light of the holy lamps burning before the
shrines of the Virgin and Saints! The soldiers were
called in—ghots were fired—the bayonet drank the

léood of the people—and this was in the house of
od !
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CHAPTER XXVII.

PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS.
( Continued. )

WHENEVER a closely contested election is antlc:
pated here, the engines of coercion put in motio'n ok 5
the most formidable description. The half mllllonl e
Government Empleados diffused over the whole fd.zs
of the country are the necessarily unresisting cr(.eatutlhe
of ministerial will—their votes or starvation belng. s
alternative, Whatever may have chanced to glaeiﬁ
the ministerial portfolios at Madrid party has helric
2 powerful means of constraint and oppression, w(;ent
makes most difficult the conduct of an indepen tes
contest against Government. Not only _the v(;“
of the Empleados, but their weight, their wea a:
their Prestige, their influence, their exclusive occuf‘re
tion of every public office, the Po‘verful patr(.)nd:s-
which they administer, their employment Hg

5 2 g ts n
men 1n the publie service, all are irresistible shafts I

the Government quiver. If the case be of extra® vés
nary pressure, the Gefe Politico of the district recelain
a peremptory mandate to win the election, under P s
of immediate dismissal, and a hundred different scrie y
are applied, more powerful infinitely than the m;)s =
and drunkenness which are our only instl‘umend e
England. The hopes of some are wakened, a0 1dly-
fear of others is excited, The cupidity of -wor
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minded men is cheaply gratiﬁed by prospective gain,
a.nd young ambition is silenced by the lure of prospec-
tf"e advancement. To become a Government func-
Uonary, however humble, is a beginning, and to the
fh-eaming Empleado it is a Jacob’s Jadder leading up
nto the empyreum of ministerial office, and ending in
Premierships and golden fleeces. The community at
arge is coerced by other means. Significant threats
re held out, which unscrupulous rulers here would
Yealise, that unless the returns are favourable, special
urthens will be imposed on the district, and the taxes
at present existing much more rigorously enforced ;
that the youthfuT male population will be mowed
dowy by military levies, that a triple det;achm‘ent of
troops will be permanently billeted on the inhabitants,
that whatever useful public institutions exist will be
remoyed to Madrid, and a hundred horrors of casti-
8ation besides. What country constituency can have
Idependence enough to breast this deluge of calami-
Ues? What peasant is imbued with Roman virtue ?
The < ggsonsere omnes” is the inevitable result of the
" quee sibi quisque timebat.”

The application of the Government screw to the
election for the Cortes takes place through the agency
?f the Political Chiefs and Provincial Deputations.
¥ he electoral law accords to them a wide margin. It
ls_"e"y voluminous and cumbrous in its details, con-
ta"“'ng some fifty articles (the first forty regulating
the ordinary elections, and the remainder regulating
the supplementary elections, should these first not be
_Complete)- Such extreme minuteness of regulation,
Instead of answering the purpose for which it was




270 PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS.

intended, only opens a door to abuses by leading to dif-
ference of interpretation, and as cavil may be endless,
the authorities cut the Gordian knot by deciding €X-
actly as they please. The first care of the Govern-
ment, before the Parliamentary elections, 1s to see that
their Political Chiefs everywhere are to be depeﬂded
on, and to pack the Provincial Deputations. By this
means every disputed point is decided in favour of an
adherent of the Government, and against an adherent
of the Opposition. Scmbulousnesas and shame
Sllbmt?rged in partisanship; and if any one objects e
an unjust decision, the Government has taken care &
have }).l‘f“ty of soldiers outside to protect its corrup®
authorities.  Even Concha, the Moderado gener®”
was so disgusted lately by these practices, in regar

to ﬂ.]e soldiery, that he threatened to resign if d.] il
P_GI'S‘Sted; but his, after all, was no ‘unyielding
virtue. The Provincial Deputation, under the avs
pices of the Political Chief, divides the province oP
each occasion, into electoral districts, there being B
returns for single towns as with us, but returns © the
allotted number of deputies for each provincé just 2
if three or four English counties were united for © e
Foral purposes, and the borough members absorbe

mt(.) .ti.]e general return., In tlTis process of divisio”
facilities are afforded to the Government Party by
multiplying voting districts in quarters where theY
are strong, and thinning them where the strellgth,o

their adversaries is concentrated. 'The ::zuthorlfles
have an option, and the intention of the 19th artic®
1s thus easily evaded. They likewise superintend %he
making out of the electoral lists, and, though the thi"
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article requires these to be conspicuously postefi
Fhmughout the provinces for a fortnight, they have it
" their power to exclude from the beneﬁt§ of t.hls
plac&rding, smaller towns and rural districts, in which
the Strength of the Opposition preponderates.  The
0_ ject of the placarding is thus defeated, for par-
1 Whose names have been excluded from the
5t of voters, can' thus obtain no knowledge of tl.le
fact, ang are shut out from appealing. As no man in
Pain ever registers his vote, the only mode in which
ﬂfe Candidatebcan secure his right is by appealing, if
IS name pe excluded from the lists.
his js well enough for municipal electors, but, for
t.he p"‘l‘liamentary franchise, appears too careless. Prac-
tl.ca“y it often amounts to a disfranchisemen? by Fhe
1Shonegt agents of the Government. The voting lists
e only partially displayed, and Obnoxio'us individuals
aprsaling against the omission of their names, have
their appeal laughed at ; they appeal to the Govern-
ent, ang again are laughed at.  They hav.e most
extraOl‘dinal'y notions here of constitutional liberty ;
Constitutions, statutes, rights, and privileges, are
ted daily with as much insolence and as little
Mony a5 if there were no parliament, Again, the
?uthm‘ities, in fixing the day on which the election
1S to be held, are merely required to insert a notice in
9 uninteresting official paper, the Boletin Oficial, no
Ohysof which ever reaches many rural districts; or
that Particular number is kept back at the post-office,
°F Politica] intrigue and turpitude extend here every-
. and contaminate every institution; and the
Stricts where the ministerial strength lies, alone

Violg
Cere
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receive careful notice. The time allowed for the
duration of the election is very limited ; a Pam"'UIar
house is fixed, at which it is announced that the votes
of all presentin the place set apart for the district, will
be received. The doors are shut, and those who
come a few minutes after the hour are disfranchised:
Particular care is taken by the Political Chief am
his subordinates that the place shall be filled long
before the appointed time, by the voters in the Govells
ment interest, and all the approaches are guarded by
soldiers, and non-military bullies protected bY the
bayonet, who embarrass the Opposition voters in therf
access, jostle and beat, and shut many of therm ol
entirely —to illustrate the beauties of freedom i
election. Next comes the general scrutinys which 18
the master-iniquity of the whole delusive procEss
This does not take place until ten days after the
elections have been held, in the Hall of Session of th?
Provincial Deputation, where commissioners for e2?
district hand in the returns., These the authOl"tle;
have, during the comfortable intervening period. of ten
fia}’s’ taken care to help in concocting, applyins ae
Irresistible screw to the commissioners whom they hay
helped to nominate, he
There is not even a swearing to the accuracy of &
list returned ; they are only attested before 2 notary
The fabrication or alteration of two or three List® 4 11‘
often suffice to turn the scale ; and when we consl ;ﬂ
the intensity with which political passion ragesBut
the Peninsula, any supposition 1s reasonable. e
the quiver of iniquity is not yet exhausted. st
election agents of the Government, to make suré
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those to whom they are enabled to apply the screw
V?te as thay require them, and that the holder of every
Ity little post, such as a letter-carrier or revenue-
Polic@man’ votes for the government candidates, draw
out the voting papers in writing, place them in the
ands of their miserable flock of electors, and never
f.ake their eyes off them till they have deposited them
10 the yrn, Ty prevent the possibility of the lists being
Changed’ they are often marked, or drawn out on
Coloureq paper, or on paper made with an express
Vater-mark for the purpose—so great is the purity of
eninsular representation, and such a Dblessing the
Vote by ballot !
The training of the electoral urn to the utterance
O‘f a solemn lie, the odious league of fraud and
Violence, the villany which stabs, and the perfidy
Whicly falsifies, in the act of returning the national
Tepresentatives to parliament, are the perennial causes
of Spanish revolution. So long as faction and party
Wffront bogl, decency and shame, the passions will be
"evitably held in such a state of ferment, that no
han wi]] pe scrupulous about the means of altering
the natjona] condition. The army will be corrupted,
Y Money where wealth can be commanded, by sedi-
ton where intrigue is poor. The press will be the
inouﬂlpiece of resentment and the ready tool of treason.
. 1€ national militia will be disaffected, turbulent, and
Totous,  Secret societies will sap the integrity of t.he
State, and the Court will continue to enshrine 1ts
atrocious Camarilla. Even patriotism and virtue will
2¢ forced to have recourse to the perilous weapons of
trigue, a5 the only means of withstanding these

»NOL., II. T
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antagonists; and good men will be urged by despait
to the last resort of revolutionary violence. The
_“villanos con poder™ of Calderon are as unscrupulot
now as they were 200 years ago, and while the ragé
f?r government employment, and the empire of corrup”
tion are universal, while parliamentary successes i
impossible and constitutional weapons pointlesS, the
struggle will still be in the battle field.

_ How easy it is to falsify returns under a systen!
dike that which prevails in Spain, is apparent from tht
following instance, of which I wa,s personally a witnes
at Seville.  The mesa, or committee Of serutiny’
composed of stanch adherents of the Provisiond
Government, deliberately rejected the votes of sundry
electoral distriets, hostile to Lopez and Narvae?
f'm“““i“g them on the fanciful ground of unexplaine.
rregularity,  All that voted inc accordance With e
political views were regular; all that voted against e
seemed the reverse. Remonstrance on the part of thC
electors was silenced by an enormous display of mil-
tary in front of the Ayuntamiénto and in all PAT®
of the city. A syllable or two of remonstrance i
afterwards breathed in the Congress at Madrid; E
the elections having been carried by similar mean®
elsewhere, and the dictators of the day being
secured a majority of five to one in the Chamber ©°
Deputies, the most scandalous so-called aleotiZ
were on the instant confirmed, A Roman EmperOT
once made a consul of his horse, but 2 success
Spanish general might to-day make his dog 2 deputy”
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CHAPTER XXVIIL

THE POLITICAL, CHIEFS—THE PROVINCIAL DEPUTATIONS—
THE JUDICIAL BENCH.

TuE Gefe Politico comes somewhat near to the
LOl‘d-Lieutenant of ‘an- English county, but infinitely
Nlearer to the French prefect of a department, He
differs from the English Lord-Lieutenant, as the sti-
Pendiary differs from the unpaid magistracy, and as
the man of unlimited from the man of very definite
Powers,  his qualification in no respect arising from
.¢al property or influence; but from the possession,
"N addition to the government confidence, of adminis-
Wative talents and experience. - He is the instrument
ad channel of centralization, being in constant com-
Munication with: Madrid, and receiving instruction
from the « Ministry of the Government of the Penin-
Sula,” in peference to- the minutest particulars, as the
80Vernoy of plazas, such as Cadiz and Valencia, re-
Ceive theirs from the Minister of War. The Politi-
€al Chief is the medium for conveying to the people
the fipgt intelligence of all important events, which

€ does by printed bandos posted on the walls, or by

Oﬂi(’ial announcement in some chosen newspaper.

h_ell disturbances arise—and when do they not in

Pam?—he keeps up a constant fire of bandos, or

armless wordy proclamations, against the discon-

tented, vapours and threatens a great deal, and, if
T2
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needful, has the entire control and di5position of the
military. He exercises likewise considerable con-
trol over the Provincial Deputation ; and having 80
eye to all matters of administration, to juries as &
as judges, and a right to report upon all
Government, this powerful officer is, as often as noty
a stranger, originally, to the province which he I‘UI‘*‘S'
; The Gefe Politico, and the agents of the Provin
c.wtl Political Government, select either the mupiciP?”
lities, or the Provincial Deputation for their instrt”
m?n.ts, according to the political complexion ©
ministry which they represent—the formers if it
Progresista and popular, the latter if it be of Moce”
rado tendencies. But if both fail them, they have ?
great resource in the cura-parrocos, or Parish clergy?
through whom they can powerfully influence o
people; and as the clergy are dependent O% ghe {202
vernment for promotion to richer benefices;
finally to the episcopal office, this screW jg sopbe
the most vigorous in their repertory- he simple
countr_y folks are greatly swayed by their clergy? o d
when it is required to serve a political purpos®: A
h.ave a number of petitions, memorials, O represe”
tions of the same shade, transmitted to Madrid fots®
part}cular effect, the Ministro de Gobernacio? 3
Peninsula forward a sufficient supply of circula”®
the Gefes Politicos throughout the various Prov'm?es’
by whom they are again enclosed to the cleri®
agents—the good feelings of the people are appeale
to, their pious zeal awakened, their €yes blindedas
to real tendencies ; * trois pas en avants C’esl‘fa”'"
To seriously liken the Gefes Politicos of

to the
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our Tord-Lieutenants of counties would be an ex-
tremely loose comparison. The functions of the
lﬁttEr are wisely limited. To preside over the ma-
gistracy, communicate with the Grovernment, super-
Intend the regulations for the preservation of the
Peace, and recommend magisterial appointments or

Ismissals, are important duties doubtless, but by
10 means of a high executive character, and over
the rights of the subject they are entirely powerless.
: he Gefe Politico has a more active agency in mould-
"lg events, and producing results, than twenty county

leutenants, He is the paramount government agent
that the Prefect is in France. He has a hand in
everything, an eye in all directions. He manages
tbe parliamentary elections, he manages the Provin-
%l Deputations, he manages the Municipalities. He
Corrupts, coerces ; if needful, bribes. Whatever new
event occurs at Madrid, Barcelona, or elsewhere, he
18sues his proclamation, shapes public opinion,  tran-
quillizes spirits,” stirs them ups when requisite. His
Power is like that of a Colonial Governor over the
district subject to his authority. He plants the mili-
tary in the most convenient places to suppress distur-
ance, or command the electoral urn. TIn a semi-
anarchical country, it is obvious that the power of this
functionary is despotic, wide, immense; and as he is
Never, as with us, a man of property, but one depend-
Ing on success for his avenir, and determined to please
the Government, he is resolutely bent on political vie-
tf’riES, and often reckless as to means. His promo-
tion, and that of his assistants, being contingent on
the zeal with which they execute the orders of minis-




