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from Cuba to Cadiz. An infant, five months old,
without mother or nurse of any kind, was put on boar
this vessel, in charge of the captain ; and though left
to the limited resources of a ship at sea, and to the
exclusive care of men, arrived safe and sound, robust
and cheerful, at Cadiz, after a passage In roug
weather of 55 days.  The Captain had the fore-
thought to put a she-goat on board before be l?t
Havana, and with his own hands administered 1%
milk to the helpless babe, which belonged to utter
strangers, its parents both having died a prematt™
death, His name deserves to be 1Zc0rded--Don Jos¢
de Lucas.

The roofs of the houses in Cadiz are still made U*°
of, for the twofold purpose of a cool promenade in the
summer evenings and nights, and a collecter of wate”
for domestic use in the rainy season. 'The roofs are
?H_ﬂat, and this part of the dwelling (the Azote® ol
1t 1s called) is a pleasant resort for enjoying the fres¢
smoking a cigar, and hearing the ladies of the family
touch the guitar. Tt is constantly used for thes®
px%rposes in summer, as at Buenos Ayres and Mont€
Yldeo. The collection of water in winter is iery
simple, the rain (when it falls) coming down in torrentss
and passing through pipes into reservoirs beneat?:
When it is adapte curious 12

d for a promenade, it is 4
ar

that elevated locality (for all the houses in Cadiz
high) to see the roofs of a thousand dwellings similﬂrly
occupied, and find, in fact, a second Cadiz eighty feet
from the ground. 'The collection of the greates
possible quantity of the falling water is rendered M9
desirable by the miserab]e position of the city wit
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regard to this essential supply, as if engineering facili-
ties were held in contempt by the inhabitants.

The Cathedral of Cadiz is finished inside, and nearly
S0 without, It is a very noble structure, and of pure
Grecian architecture. ~ All within is jasper and th.e
Yichest marbles, For the splendid aspect which it
NOW presents it is indebted almost entirely to the
Bishop of the diocese, who has devoted all his funds
for nany years past, beyond what was necessary for a
very moderate subsistence, to the noble purpose of
Completing this magnificent temple. With a zeal as
Intense as that which raised the parent cathedrals of

urope, he has kindled sparks of the same fire in
thousands of other bosoms, and is on the point‘of
attaining a result which not even the most sanguine
anticipated, the final completion of the edifice. I am
10 advocate of the institution of celibacy, but when
We see such pious monuments, and learn by what
Means they have been raised, we cannot fail to trace a
Visdom in an unmarried clergy.  Dios me libre!
Y‘)“ng ladies, do not tear my eyes out !

This noble basilica is surmounted by a very fine

ome, and its lofty and faultless columns of marble,
.With Jasper bases and adornments, its spacious nave,
ts lateral chapels, and the riches interred, so to
Speak; between its eircling marbles, if they are not of a
character to inspire the overpowering reverence of that
Marvel of ecclesiastical architecture, the Cathedral of
S.evi}]e’ awake profound admiration. The construc-
Yion of 4 church of this superb character, at Cadiz,
had been spoken of all through the seventeenth century,
for the proud inhabitants were jealous of the cathedral
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completed by their neighbours of Seville in the early
part of the sixteenth. But though it was a cor.nmon
topic of conversation, and though large offertories €
pious funds had been made for the specific Pur_pose’
its construction was not seriously commenced until thi
year 1716. From that period down to the Pl’-eseﬂ
day, it has been, with occasional interruptions, o e
slow process of erection, the works having been entirely
suspended throughout the greater parts of the i g
Independence and Succession. But the present Blsb?p
of Cadiz, besides allocating very large sums 19 l—t d
completion, obtained such extensive contributio®® i
aid, that little remains but to finish one of the owER
This excellent prelate has consecrated and opene
the temple for divine service, and the Academia (ot l;.
tana de Bellas Artes has assisted in selecting its interi
embellishments, i
Cadiz still retains its honourable reputation of beln;
one of the cleanest towns in Europe. It is, indects
marvel in the south. Even its Calle Sucia, OF D
Stref?t; for it possesses one of this name, is eq4? Te:
leading street in N aples, Marseilles, or Constanti® op e
. It is a singular fact that the sea-water bere 1 &
sibly much salter than on the coast of England-
was struck by the circumstance when breasti®
billows in the bays of Cadiz and Gibraltar,
in the Mediterranean. One cause of this is the 85
evaporation produced by the powerful rays ©
sun—the plain principle of the salt-pan——-the
steams off and the salt remains, The sea-Wat®® lto
the Bay of Cadiz has been analysed, and foundhi
contain one-sixteenth part of its weight of salt, ¥

an

watel'




CADIZ AND ITS BAY. 193

that of the British coast contains only one-thirty-
second part. Thus, the Andalucian billows are pre-
cisely twice as salt as those which wash the cliffs of
Albion ; and according to the schoolboy’s theory are
twice as easy to swim in. This immense evaporation
of a southern sun accounts for the fact that all central
EUPOpe is not flooded, since there is a constant current
flowing into the Mediterranean through the Straits of
Gibraltar, without any outlet ; for the current through
the Dardanelles is likewise into the gean. These
Vast quantities of water are constantly flowing through
both straits into the Mediterranean, at a rate of from
three to six miles an hour. How nimbly the fluid
Particles must leap into the sky! And yet there are
10 clouds to name. Does the sun suck up to his own
Sphere these oceans of dew that they are never seen
again? At all events he is very obliging not to inun-
date France and Spain, Greece and the Sublime
Porte, and to put a fresh Mediterranean every month
into his pocket.

The salt-pans around the Bay of Cadiz are still in
active operation, and much of the salt sent to New-
foundland, for the purpose of curing fish, is carried
lfl British vessels across the Atlantic from this loca-
lity. The salt is obtained by the simple process of
fatural evaporation.

I recommend all Englishmen, calling at Cadiz, to
EeWare how they indulge the habitual propensity of

?[oung England” for larks, these nocturnal escapades

€Ing not at all understood here. The probability is,

g at, in the event of their mistaking Cadiz for

Brighton, they will first get knocked on the head
YOL. 11, o)
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or through the arm (perhaps the body) with 2 '“-atc.li'
man’s pike, and next get lodged in a fetid ja]l_ e
common malefactors ; when, after a day and a n_lght ;
reflections in the town carcel, by the interventio? &
their consul, they will at length be brought before the
Judge of First Instance, Don Jos¢ Jesus Paz, Whos®
extraordinary name, though it means * Peace,” bY n(;
means proves a pacific disposition ; and, being rid e
all their loose gold for compensation-money; they Y

have occasion to find that jocose assaults and unse
rious mutilations of noses and household property y
not relished here, and to rejoice that they have escap®

the galleys.  Let me likexx;ise recommend young me?’
Just raw from England, to remember that they 2% 1'11
a foreign country. where the laws of politeness 2

better understood than at home, and not to sit i -u(r
two in the morning at the English hotel, SIDglnz
English tavern-songs to the annoyance of the wh‘]’e
district, and drinking brandy-and-water whe? 77
thermometer is at 90°, Their choruses will be ]nfa‘

libly mocked by street gamins, nay, by the veli
watchmen ; their tempers will be souryed, and the ¢

: B
day they will haye headache—and, perhaps; incip!e”
fever.
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CHAPTER XIX.

CADIZ AND ITS BAY.
( Continvued. )

W= lived for more than a month at Cadiz last
autumn, in g state of peppering anxiety—the rumour
having been circulated that, in imitation of the
Powder explosion near the Puerta del Sol at Madrid,
& conspiracy was formed for the purpose of firing our
normous powder magazine. - Had this project been
Tealised, we ghould probably have all performed the
dance of death together within the limit of second
of time.. There is little doubt that sucha plot was
hatched, and that its moving cause was vengeance.

he guards were trebled; but what security was
that 2 How easily could the soldiers be overpowered,
how casier till corrupted? What proof had we that
tlfa guards themselves were not amongst the con-
SPirators? Such are the pleasing sensations which
UPon reyolutionary ground infuse incitement into
e cup of Jife. We breakfasted in imagination upon
A Mine, lunched on a petard, dined on a voleano, and
SUpped upon a hurricane! Praised be the elasticity
;)f the human mind, we soon got accustomed to it,
'OWever, and amused our fancies with frequent
Pletures of the whole range of fortifications blown in
g}i‘Otesque masses and shattered fragments to the
S5Y, and the castle of Santa Catalina blotting out

o2
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the moon. We were spared this quickest of ball(iv(::
ascents, but, as James the First said, *there ’
gunpowder at the bottom of it.”

Since Cadiz was declared a closed port, he the
has dwindled so considerably as to have formed the
subject of frequent but unavailing memorials
government.  Foreign vessels only visit her nOWthe
take the native produce; and in defiance Of] sbe
A, B, C of commerce, are forced to come in b 1a a
They are empty at their arrival, and depart ww,l’ne
little wine; but they would take twice as muc.h “;en
and other produce, if they came full. This 18 Sr}-.
plainly enough here, but at Madrid it is a,n?yswar'
How many years will solve it? The only British crs;
goes that come here ave coals for the local SteaJm’oerirl(9
thus do the laws of nature give the lie to the e ding
of prohibition. The names of the Spanish 2772
vessels are ag unwieldy as their commercial 'Poh,(,:):c. 1
“ Nuestra Sefiora de la Purisima Concepe1oth 1gimo
Primero del Campo de Tarragona,” “El e
Convenio de Vergara.” . Mor¢

The most helpless city in Europe is Cadiz. ing
isolated from the mainland than Gibraltar, de.rlv 118
little of the means of subsistence from the COl‘t]guon
island of Léon, the opposite coast of Portug.&l ae
the northern and eagtern ports of Spain contrl})uite
large proportion of its daily food. Owing to i ar-
space on which the town stands, there are £ gblic
dens within it, except one or two attached t0 & the
establishments, and these not at all de"oted. tOcorl'
production of food. The very water for dmﬁmy’sa
sumption comes across the bay from Port St.

r trade
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3 distance of some leagues. The milk, too, comes
across the bay each morning, chiefly from Xerez and
Sanlucar (for you must travel far for pasturage here) ;
and the mille and water, I regret to add, have illicit
tercourse on the bay together.

A Mendicity Asylum was established last year for
the first time in Cadiz. It is housed in the late
Capuchin Convent—a use which is certainly more
analogous to the original purpose of these buildings,
than the more prevalent custom here, at Seville, and
C(’"do“'ﬂ, of converting them into barracks, munici-
p&]ities, and hustings—focuses of swearing and uproar.
The first week that this Institution was opened, it
Provided albergue* and aliment for no fewer than
340 destitute persons, who, notwithstanding the
existence of the splendid Hospicio, in which 1000
Poor of both sexes and of all ages are comfortably
Provided for, lived constantly as vagrants in this
Moderate-sized city, subsisting by begging from door
%o door, wearying charity by their sturdy and impor-
t‘}nate appeals, or scandalizing the town by their
vices, The authorities endeavour to combine with
this institution the uses of a Penitentiary, by seeking
tf) reform the habits of the inmates. No diserimina-
tion is made between those who are unable and
those who are unwilling to work, beyond constantly
employing the latter, and helpless old couples are
Not disjointed. The Cadiz people have not yet come
tO.this. They are not so refined in their views as to
thinle i requisite to punish’ distress. DBub all’ this

# Lodging.
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will doubtless come in time—when they civilise up to
the British standard.

This establishment ig supported by gratuitous
contributions, in addition to g small endowment from
the municipal funds.  Though the able-bodied ar®
maintained here as well as the infirm, they are very
far indeed from being supported in idleness. Th'e)’
are distributed, according to their physical capacity
and previous experience, through five different trades,
all carried on within the establishment—blaclksmiths:
weavers, broom-makers, carpenters, and shoemalsers
the women are set at suitablo tasks, and the childre?
of both sexes receive primary instruction in thelr
respective classes. This highly advantageous arrabg®”
ment has long been in force at the Hospicio, from
whence it is borrowed,

Spain is one of the few countries in Kurope W4*
the veritable old watchman etill subsists. Lfm(_]mg
at Cadiz, you are not more surprised at the mantilla®
of the women and the coal-scuttle hats of the Pu‘.ires
by day, than at the lanterns and pikes of the anciel
and venerable” watchmen by night. As in Londo®
strocts of old, they are prodigious bawlers—ind®”
horrible nuisances: for repose, to a stranger, is jmpos”
sible with thege lea,thern-lunged acitators poumﬂg
every half-hour into your ear the ti:w and characte
of the night. “ Una noche serena !” is their Comm‘ﬂ:
ery—whence their accustomed sobriquet Sereno
the Peninsular equivalent for Charley. They are
the aversion of all balc(;ny serenaders, and the dete.s;,
tation of nocturnal intriguers, I may add that ‘chelIl
pikes are longer and much more formidable tha

here
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those handled (how many centuries 220 1 now forget)
by the rococo watchmen of England. 1 have found
these guardias very useful as midnight signposts, and
most freely permitted them to take me into cusbody
—as far as my hotel. "When 1 first visited Cadiz, I
became inextricably involved in the intricate maze of
narrow streets, all as like to each other as so many
“peas upon a trencher;” so at night I used to throw
fnyse]f on the Christian feelings of some Sereno, and
Implore him to pilot me home.

You must beware of the boatmen of Cadiz, who
are accomplished extortioners—** infernal - rogues,
Sir,” as a British steam-boat captain unceremoniously
described them to me, and as I found to be literal
fact in an experience of some years. If you give
them more than a quarter of a dollar at landing, you
may consider yourself ¢ dones” bub if they discover
YOu to be a stranger newly arrived, and a patterer
of sham Spanish, they will strive their best to deliver
you of a dollar. Your imperfect acquaintance with
Spanish money will perplex yous so be advised, and
Never be without plenty of small change. If you despise
thig warning, many dollar and half-dollar will go,
Where a quarter-dollar or a peseta (about a franc)
would suffice.

The stranger should be informed of the difference
between the quarter-dollar and the peseta, and be-
tween the dollar and the five-franc piece. It is @
real, or twopence halfpenny in each instance. = The
quarter-dollar is a real more than the peseta, and
the dollar a real more than the five-franc piece- It is
Hot 1much, to be sure, to be cheated out of twopence
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halfpenny ; but if you are cheated out of this su™
fifty times in the day, it amounts to something in the
end ; and it is not manly, no matter how much money
you.may have to spend, to submit to extortion, a3
get laughed at for your greenness, when a little Pﬁtient
determination will avoid it. The universal compmint
is that the English spoil every place on the Continent
by their silly squandering of money. The quarter”
dollar is known from the peseta by its being & shade
larger (but this the stranger never will pOl'Gei"e) and
by its having two pillars on the reverse, which no peset®
ever has. The difference between French and Spa-
nish money, I presume, is sufficiently apparent-
In crossing the Bay of Cadiz to Port St. Mary®
you may choose between two rather antiqut®
steamers, the Betis and the Coriano. The Betis *°
the more curious, since it was in her that ESPart?ro
was carried on board the Malabar. She isa lumberlr.lg
old tub, but safe enough. 'When you reach Port St
Mary’s, a handsome town on the opposite side of the

noble. bay, where the Guadalete flows into it, ex“cd{
fronting Cadiz, you may obtain a view of the b})‘a o
s fo

(2 very common and lumbering one, which plie
the hire of casual passengers, and is used oceasiond
for fishing in the Bay,) which carried Esparter®
alongside the steamer Betis, when he proceeded ae
fugitive on board the Malabar, You may be roW°

on shore in this same boat, and get into & conversd”
tion (if you know how to Castellanise) With iha
rugged and ragged old Barquero that owns her, Who
will cautiously tell you that he is not an « hombr
politico,” but that, indeed, he had the honours on
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the 80th of June last, of rowing to the Vapor Be'tis
“ Ll es—Regchenta Geheneral Espartero.” If, with
the aid of a larger fee than is customary you further
probe his secret bosom, he will inform you that he
Was tempted to perform this service of danger by two
sh‘ini“g dollars, and that his boat, with its freight of
folled ambition, was fortunately some distance from
the shore when it was unsuccessfully fired on by
Concha’s men. If you are & tourist of desperate
Curiosity, you will go to Seville by Jand instead of
water. The diligencia will take you by all the points
of Espartero’s precipitate flight: charming Xerez;
wild Caga, de Cuervo; desolate Torre de Oreas Utrera,
famed for bulls ; cultivated and blooming Aleald, till
You obtain a full view of glorious Seville (with the
Regent’s head-quarters close behind you) from the
Cruz del Campo, where, in that field at your right
hand, Van Halen had his battering-train.

Lmet a singular man at Cadiz—the director
Operations for raising the produce of the wrec
Several Spanish galleons, sunk in the Bay of Cadiz by
Admiral Blake's squadron in 1656. In September
of that year Blake captured two galleons at the
entrance of the bay, from which he took a booty of
3 million dollars and a half, and sank at the same
time geyeral other vessels, said to be laden with
Specie. The sunken vessels and their contents were
©ntively forgotten by the Spaniards, and lay undis-
turbed at the bottom of the bay until the middle of last
year, when the gentleman in question reached the
Sctene, accompanied by an experienced diving con-
éractor from England, to which country the projector

of the
ks of
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of the enterprise likewise belongs.  Local recollec”
tions, as to the precise spot, were sadly perplexe®
but the Spaniards were no little astonished when 31k
the autumn three pieces of heavy brass ordnanc®
were fished up from a depth of seventy feet of water”
The government interposed, but receiving ite due
prop.ortion of 5 per cent. from the director, its =
particular curiosity wag legally silenced. They rare’y
smell out any laudable entecrprise here, until it has D¢
undertaken and accomplished by Britieh skill, and 61
though they were whipped to cover, they are S
through crogs-euts and by-roads to be,in at the death-
The Projector, as well as director of this creditabl®
enterprise, was the last man whom one would hz.u’c
supposed likely to conceive or prosecute such @ desig®
& man struck with paralysis, afflicted with rhel”
matism and gout, once recovered from an apopP 2 4
stroke, with his head on one side, and nearly rec]inlﬂé’{
on his shoulder, g ]1eavy-lookinr:r brow, and eyes Y
the most part shut.  Yet his in:ellect burnt pright 2%
over - And 40 2 richly-stored mind, a strons :
Ir}ory, sound political information, and acourate histo
rical knowledge, he added 5 powar’ful imaginatio” e
E em&f‘kable conversational resources. NOt‘Vithswn. .
. his appearance, he was all instinct with intellect™”
life, and direoted these operations with the minut®®
care, and with every probability of success-
At Cadiz You will never be long delaye e
packet to the Canary Tsles, Puerto Rico, 47 Sf;:or
tiago de Cuba, or the Huvm,m. These vessels are -
the most part respeetably fitted up and if 3 e
endowed with tolerable sirength of stomach and &

q for @
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10t over-fastidious as to Spanish cookery, you will
be as comfortable as in an English sailing vessel.
You will likewise have the best Sherry and Sanlucar
Wineg (but second only, as is the universal practice
amongst, Spaniards, in liqueur fashion),and, in constant
use at table, a very passable Catalan red wine.

The Andalucians were greatly struck by the fact
f)f the Chinese Imperial Commissioner, Keying, drink-
Ing some fifty glasses of Sherry at the banquet given
by Sir Henry Pottinger, upon the exchange of the
ratifications of our treaty with China. - * The cele-
brity of our wines,” said a Xerez man one day at
our Cadiz table-d’héte, “is proved by this fact to
extend to the remotest regions of the Celestial Em-
Pire ; and it will not be difficult for us to open there
an abundant market which may in some measure maké”
up for the decay in England.”

“To quote a Castilian proverb,” I replied, ““you
set a straw on horseback, and give an undue signifi-
tance to a simple oceurrence. Keying drank the
“;lne, not that it was Spanish, but because it was
hul‘opea.n; and the probability is, that the horrid
h‘fadache and land-seasickness of the next day entirely
dispelled the charm. If there be anythingin the argu-
Mment, let Spaniards cease to cut each other’s throa'ts,
anq turn their hands to diplomaey and commerce.”

“ P, fii, commerce—impossible ! - While England
bestrides the world like a Colossus, wherever we turn
her cold ghadow falls on our path.”

_“ Make her your friend. March by her side. Treat
With her: ghe will share the sunshine!” '
“ Ast pues sea ! ;
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Who can sail into this noble bay, or wind along
this southern coast, without having his heart expﬁ’nded
and his soul elated by the triumphs of British valour:
From this Bay of Cadiz sailed the chief section ©
the Armada called Invincible, the gathering of all t},le
southern and eastern ports of Spain ; herelay the ship
of the admiral, a prince of this province—the Duke ©
Medina. Sidonia—and here, like the hen-bird gather
ing her chickens, he sailed for Lisbon, and collecte
the residue of the fleet, the produce of the norther?
and Atlantic ports (for no corner of the Peninst¥
was then exempt from the jron sway of Philip) b
be broken in pieces, dispersed, and destroyed Her®,
too, the same British commanders, Howard, and WS
right arm, Drake, who had shattered that enormous
%ulk, and left the completion of their work t° g
elerflents, performed eight years afterwards the mosb
daring exploit in history—destroyed in this b2y =
harbour thirty ships of war, a vast number of convoys;
lade'n with munitions of all descriptions, prepare”,
the invasion of Ireland, and upwards of six-and'thlrby
merchant vessels ready to sail with their rich ¢ar8%®
o i ho Indies. Here Fssox took and held the oity
until he was overryleg by the opinion of the mae
com.manders, and returned with the booty t0 Englan®
hav'mg caused in one day a loss to Philip and WS
subjects of twenty millions of ducats! Here plake
destroyed a whole fleet of galleons and gmalle”
v.essels laden with specie, capt?n‘ing the formers an
sinking the latter in contempt. Here, t00, Nelso?
lay for a time, before his magnificent achievement 2
Trafalgar. &
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A little more to the west is Cape St. Vincent,
where the equally immortal J orvis, with ten sail-of-
the-line, destroyed a Spanish flect of seven-and-
twenty sail-of-the-line, declaring, when informed of
the great disparity of forces, « If there are fifty sail,
I'will go through them!” ‘And here he lay before
Qadiz when, three months after, the news of the mu-
tiny at the Nore came out from England, and through
his indomitable energy alone thab withering demorali-
Zation was prevented from becoming universal.
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CHAPTER XX.
AGRICULTURE.

Tue terms at which the lands. are let in mOdf;:'r_l
Spain are for the most part extremely light. The es
mers, large and small, Arrendadores and Labra,d‘;zﬂ;
usually occupy their holdings in enfitensis, on & ;
lease of not less than one hundred e Pnymrgto
moderate rent, or they are tenants from yeﬁhol 3
year. The enfitensis nearly amounts to our free ok
the concession of renewal, when the term ;Se te-
pired, being almost a matter of courge, and th ther
nants are left undisturbed in their holdings, ‘Vhenless
these be enfitentical or from year to year’-,u,-ent.
upon flagrant and repeated failure to Paye thel]l ma-
I can speak from personal acquaintance with t 11e)uca
nagement of the extensive estates of the greab
family of Medina, Sidonia. o are

The relationg between landlord and tenant helfd on
entirely patriarchal, and the land is invariably hethere
easy terms, Leases, in one sense of the term :
are none, but merely simple written agreements ,titu—
the land, since the establishment of the Cons the
tional form of government, heing exemp? fromhe is
payment of tithes, the farmer’s position, wheremfort-
possessed of the least energy, is invariably €0 ontrys
able. The hidalgo class, or nobility .and g[ll the
ustially hold their possessions in capite fro

an
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Crown, or, in rare instances, from the few great pro-
Prietors; and the amount of bienes vinculados, or en-
tail, allotted for the sustainment of the head of the
family, was comparatively small, and is now sup-
Pressed by law.

How easy and satisfactory is the nature of the
IIOIdingS, is known to the English, who have many of
the wine estates in - the neighbourhood of Xerez,
Port, g, Mary’s, and Sanlucar, and who, while the
glorious grape of their district is ripening in the sun, .
hfLVe no dread of being ejected to gratify the cupi-
dity of some higher bidder.

The farmer is not lost in the landlord’s shadow.
The fairest fields are not of forbidden aceess, that the
Monopolists of God's soil (and of his air and sun, if
they could,) may revel in their exclusive parks, :fnd
destroy his creatures in exclusive preserves. You
May roam here everywhere, fish everywhere, course
and ghoot, everywhere, without question. All that is
required of you is, that you shall not pluck your
Neighbour’s fruits, nor destroy his standing crops. You
May enter his huerta without asking permission, and
€njoy it ag if it were your own, so long as you do not
tl]ieve.

: The scowling exclusiveness of England is nowhere
Visible here ; there is everywhere cordiality, every-
Where 5 rough but true politeness—everywhere a
Patriarchal spirit. No pampered and frowning me-
Nal agkg you, “ Who gave you leave to enter 2” No
astiff barks at you, unless you are a friend of My-
ord, The Spanish peasant, in his proud indepen-
dence, gives utterance, half unconscious of its worth,




208 AGRICULTURE.

to his noble national proverb: ¢ The Hidalgo can_not
wall in Spain !” He feels that he has a soil to 115
and a soil to die for; and heartily, if needed, he will
shoulder his gun for its defence.

The right of commonage, and of reclaiming waste
lands, has caused some ferment of late in various parts
of Spain. There are pieces of common-land anne*®
to many of the country towns and villages, as in oHHES
countries, where the poor man’s ass or mule finds 2
scanty pasturage, and where the inclosure of portio™
and the lawless proceedings of unauthorised squat”
ters, have led during the past year to more than o
plt.ched battle, with fire-arms, between the villager
This was the case in the vicinity of Casaviej®, not
from Cadiz, and at the Sierra of Ronda, near L
nada. The Gitanos, as at home, took a pal'ticu,l e
interest in these contests, that nomad race assertit®
a preseriptive right to the use of conmmn—lill‘ds.m
every country which they have visited. The quantlf'y
Of.Tiérra Valdia, or waste land, which Andalucfa €
tains, is of immense extent, the sandy soil being o2
t?e most part unproductive without constant ifriges
tion.  Certain of these waste lands have at variot®
t}nles been ceded by the Direccion-General of N~
tional Roads to private individuals, for the Purpose
of reducing them to productiveness as they pledts
under certain conditions,

Hence, unfortunately, arose endless dispute® .
monstrances, and litigation ; and the controversies%
last swelled to such a pitch, that certain yural mu?”
cipalitics between Seville and Granada mustered th_elr
small posses, and catching up their muskets, of whi¢
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the use is familiar to every Spaniard, either for pro-
tection or outrage, forcibly levelled the gates and
enclosures, and expelled the occupying tenants from
certain previously waste lands, which they held b\
?‘legitimate and onerous title, having paid for 1t
I hard dollars to the State. The alienations in ques-
tion were strictly legal, having taken place in confor-
mity with the Royal orders of May, 1786, and of
March, 1800 ; but what could a weak government do
PUt succumb ? Rebeceaism was thus more successful
In Andalucia than in Wales; the people felt them-
selveg aggrieved, for their commons had been impro-
Perly included under the designation of waste lands
belonging to the Crown ; and they very quickly righted
themselves. There was no marching of troops, no
Packing of artillery, no draughting of policemen from
London, The ¢ bleeding and blistering ” system
tried here would only increase instead of counter-
acting the prevailing irritation, and a Guerilla war-
fare of couple of years might have grown out of a
couple of demolished gates. Ministers gave way;
and it jg only to be regretted that the funds derived
from this source by the Director-General of Roads,
towards the conservation of the roads throughout the
kingdom, are no longer available. The same result
Pervaded the rest of Spain.

That which is at once the evidence of England’s
Progress and the cause of the prevailing distresses—
the density of her population—is wanting here and
the Paucity of mouths accounts for the ecasy terms on
Which farmers and labourers live. There is no wish

fox employment, no dearth of food, no feverish anxiety
YOL. 11. P
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for advancement. There is enough for all, & few
hours’ work in the day suffices for the eXigGDCies 9
life, and dance and song and careless relaxation m& 2
up the evening time. There is, to be sure, consider-
able insecurity of property, and some insecurity ©
life—but by no means so much as is commonly réP*®”
sented. You have now both sides of the picture:
The rugged passions of imperfectly civilised ™%
cor.ltribute needlessly to mar an agreeable state .O
existence, and the frame of the country tingles to 1t
remotest extremities with the excitements of pOlitica
turmoil. The great question of human rights js mixe
up with this dispute as to commonage—it is after
& healthy engine—and, but for the doctrines of leg?
equality, perhaps the point would never have heg?
raised. The Labradores and peasants pordering "
the unascertained limits of the common land, clai®
for each his portion of the soil of which the title goos
a-begging, and the squatters and occupiers Yo
government still steadily contend for their exclus!?®
rl‘ghts. It is the inevitable tendency of human natur®
To avoid the repetition of disagreeable scenes, t0 allay
the tumult of passion, and ave:t riot and bloodshe® !
were well that some decisive resolution were adopte™
'l"he readiest, and at the same time the justest: .
tion of the problem, would be to appoint confident®
persons to survey the disputed Jand, take the ovidenc®
of the oldest inhabitants, and ascertain and de ;-
the rights of individuals. When the Cortes a1¢ t]ret
of their political squabbles, perhaps this may ab 105
be done. A little in enfitensis might be conced®™
after measurement and valuation, to all the #°
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holders of the land partitioned by virtue of the
Pragmatica or ordinance of 1770, and the arbitrary
holderS, or squatters, might be enabled to purchase
2 title upon moderate terms, or compelled to make
Way for the highest bidder.

It is impossible not to anticipate that the Irish
System of shooting those who ¢ take the land over
t!le occupying tenant’s head,” might then be exten-
Svely resorted to, and therefore the terms should

¢ made as easy as possible, to prevent the squatter
f:rom becoming a voluntary outlaw. The Ayuntami-
€ntos of each district should be heard respectively, to
ascertain the number of funegas of land (the fanega is
two-fifths of an English acre), whichmay be legitimately
req.uiSite for purposes of commonage ; and from this
es,tlmate, combined with evidence taken on the spot,
Wight be deduced a reasonable award, while the waste
Iapds’ where no olaim of commonage right’ exists,
Might be disposed of in convenient lots. By such
Smple means a great advance would be made towards
¢onsolidating the welfare and peace of the Peninsula.
. ‘% most important agricultural improvement to
Mtroduce immediately here, is the practice of invari-
able stall-feeding, instead of grazing. Pasture lands
are. of excessive rarity, and of a most inferior de-
:Zr:ition.' The attempts to ir'xtvroduce Spanish cat'tle
of the Br}tish market, from Vigo, since the redu'cmon'
© tariff, have sufficiently proved the inferiority of
aggmsl‘l pasturage ; but a short residence in Spa,ifl,
5 Fr‘al of the villanous meat which abounds in
fag :_I“.Sh markets, would carry conviction to the. least
idious mind. Nevertheless, though such is the
P2




