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There are towns in which assassination and rob-
bery are marked by more audacity than is their 
habitual character in this part of Andalucía. Of 
these, Malaga is said to be one of the worst, 
although perhaps the most favoured spot in Europe, 
with respect to natural advantages. An instance of 
daring ruffianism occurred there this winter. A 
person of consideration in the town had been found 
in the street stabbed and robbed. His friends, 
being possessed of much influence, and disposing, 
no doubt, of other weighty inducements to action, 
the pólice was aroused to unusual activity; the 
murderer was arrested, and brought before the 
Alcalde primero. Asummary mode of jurisprudence 
was put in practice, and the culprit was ordered for 
execution on the following day. On being led from 
the presence of the court, he turned to the Alcalde, 
and addressing him with vehemence, threatened 
him with certain death, in the event of the sen-
tence being put in execution. The Alcalde, although 
doubtless not entirely free from anxiety, was, by 
the threat itself, the more forcibly bound to carry 
into effect the judgment he had pronounced. The 
execution, therefore, took place at the appointed 
hour. The following morning, the dead body of 
the Alcalde was found in a street adjoining that 
in which he resided. 
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LETTER XXII. 

INQUISITION. COLLEGE OF SAN TELMO. CIGAR MANUFACTORY. 

BULL CIRCÜS. EXCIIANGE. AYUNTAMIENTO. 

Seville. 

IN the faubourg of Triana, separated from the 
town by the river, may be distinguished remains 
of the ancient castle, which became the head-
quarters of the Inquisition, on its first creation, 
m 1482. That body was, however, shortly after-
wards, compelled to evacúate the building, by a 
great inundation of the Guadalquivir, which oc-
curred in the year 1626. I t then moved into the 
town, and, from that period to the cióse of its func-
tions, occupied an edifice situated in the parish 
of Saint Mark. Its jurisdiction did not extend 
beyond Andalucía. The entire body was composed 
of the following official persons :—three inquisitors, 
a judge of the fisc, a chief Alguazil, a receiver, (of 
fines,) five secretarles, ten counsellors, eighty quali-
fiers, one advócate of the fisc, one alcayde of the 
prison, one messenger, ten honest persons, two sur-



THE INQUISITION. 417 

geons, and one porter. For the City of Seville, one 
hundred familiars: for the entire district, the com-
missaries, notaries, and familiars, amounted to four 
thousand. The ten honest persons cut but a sorry 
figure in so long a list. Do they not tempt you to 
parody Prince Hal's exclamation " Monstrous! but 
one halfpenny-worth of bread to this intolerable 
deal of sack?" 

The Inquisition of Seville is of an earlier date 
than that of Toledo, and was the first established in 
Spain. I t was likewise the most distinguished by 
the rigour of its sentences. The actual horrors of 
the inquisitorial vaults were, I imagine, in general 
much exaggerated. A few instances of severity, 
accompanied by a mystery, skilfully designed to 
magnify its effect, was sufficient to set on fire the 
inflammable imaginations of these sunny regions, 
and to spread universal terror. I t was on find-
ing these means insufficient for the extirpation of 
religious dissent, that, at length, executions were 
decreed by wholesale. Rather than give credit to 
the voluminous list of the secret cruelties, which 
were supposed by many to be exercised by the mid-
night tribunals, and which could have no adequate 
object, since a conversión brought about by such 
means could not, when known, profit the cause. I 
think it probable that all acts of severity were made 
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as public as possible, in order to employ the terror 
they inspired as a means of swelling the ranks of 
Catholicism. 

My opinión is in some measure backed by what 
occurred at Toledo. On the Inquisition of that 
city being dislodged from its palace,—now the seat 
of the provincial administraron,—it was expected 
that the exploration of the subterraneous range of 
apartments, known to be extensive, would bring to 
light a whole Apocalypse of horrors; and all who 
had interest enough to obtain admission, pressed in 
crowds to be present at the opening. The disap-
pointment was immense on finding not a single 
piece of iron, not the shadow of a skeleton, not a square 
inch of bloodstain. Each individual, however, during 
the permanence of these tribunals, lived in awe of 
their power ; and the daily actions of thousands were 
mfluenced by the fear of becoming the victims of 
their cruelties, whether real or imaginary. 

The terror which surrounded the persons of their 
agents invested them with a moral power, which 
frequently rendered them careless of the precaution 
of physical forcé in cases where it would have ap-
peared to be a necessary instrument in the execution 
of their designs. This confidence was once well-nigh 
fatal to two zealous defenders of the faith. The 
Archbishop of Toledo, subsequently Cardinal 
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Ximenes de Cisneros being on a visit at the resi-
dence of his brother of the see of Granada, it 
occurred to them during an after-dinner conversation 
that, could they accomplish the immediate conver­
sión of the few thousands of Moors remaining in 
Granada, it would be the means of rendering a signal 
service to the Catholic Román Apostolic religión. 

Inflamed with a sudden ardour, and rendered 
doubly fearless of results by the excellence of the 
archiepiscopal repast, they resolved that the project 
should be put in execution that very evening. 

Ever sinee the Conquest of Granada, a portion 
of the city had been appropriated to the Moors who 
thought proper to remain ; and who received on 
that occasion the solemn assurance that no molesta-
tion would be offered to their persons or property, 
ñor impediment thrown in the way of their worship. 
Their part of the town was called the Albaycin, and 
was separated from the rest by a valley. I t con-
tained some twenty to thirty thousand peaceably 
disposed inhabitants. 

The two enterprising archbishops, their plan 
being matured (although insufficiently, as will ap-
pear) repaired to a house bordering on the Moorish 
quarter; and, calling together all the Familiars of 
the Inquisition who could be met with on the spur 
of the occasion, divided them into parties, each of a 
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certain forcé, and dispatched them on their errand, 
which was, to enter the houses of the infidels, and to 
intímate to the principal families the behest of the 
prelates, requiring them by break of day, to abjure 
the errors of their creed, and to undergo the cere-
mony of baptism. 

But in order that so meritorious a work should 
meet with the least possible delay, all the children 
under a certain age were to be conveyed instanta-
neously to the house occupied by the Archbishops, 
in order that they might be baptised at once. 

The agents opened the campaign, and had already 
made away with a certain number of terrified in-
fants, whose souls were destined to be saved thus 
unceremoniously, when the alarm began to spread ; 
and, at the moment when the two dignitaries, impa-
tient to commence operations, were inquiring for the 
first batch of unfledged heretics, an unexpected con­
fusión of sounds was heard to proceed simultaneously 
from all sides of the house, and to increase rapidly 
in clearness and energy : and some of the atiend­
an ts, entering, with alarm depicted on their coun-
tenances, announced that a few hundred armed 
Moors had surrounded the house, and were search-
ing for an entrance. 

It now, for the first time, occurred to the confeder-
ates, that diffi cuides might possibly attend the execu-
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tion of their project; and their ardour having had 

nearly time to cool, Archbishop Ximenes, a personage 

by no means wanting in prudence and energy, during 

his moments of reason, employed the first instants 

of the siege in taking what precautions the circum-

stances admitted. He next proceeded to indite a 

hasty line, destined for the sovereigns Ferdinand 

and Isabella, who were journeying in the province, 

to inform them of his situation, and request im-

mediate assistance. A black slave was selected to 

be the bearer of the le t ter : but, thinking to inspire 

him with greater promptitude and zeal, an at tendant 

thrust into his hand a purse of money together with 

the document. 

The effect of this was the opposite to that which 

was intended. The negro treated himself at every 

house of entertainment on his road; until, before 

he had half accomplished his journey, he was totally 

incapacitated for further progress. This circum-

stance could not, however, influence the fate of 

the besieged prelates; who would have had time 

to give complete satisfaction to the offended Moors 

before the King could receive the intelligence. For-

tunately for them, the news had reached the go-

vernor of Granada, a general officer in whose reli-

gious zeal they had not had sufficient confidence 

to induce them to apply to him for aid in the emer-
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gency. That officer, on hearing the state of things, 
sent for a body of troops stationed at a neighbour-
ing village, to whose commander he gave orders 
to place a guarcl, for the protection at the same time 
of the churchmen from violent treatment, and of 
the Moors from every sort of molestation. This 
adventure of the Archbishop drew upon him the 
temporary displeasure of the Court. 

The public buildings of Seville are on as grand 
a scale as those of sorae of the principal capitals 
of Europe. The college of San Telmo, fronting 
the Christina-gardens, is composed of two large 
quadrangles, behind a facade of five or six hundred 
feet in length, the centre of which is ornamented 
by a portal of very elabórate execution in the plate­
resco style. The architect, Matías de Figueroa, has 
hterally crammed the three stories with carved 
columns, inscriptions, balconies, statues single and 
grouped, arenes, medallions, wreaths, friezes. With-
out subjecting it to criticism on the score of purity, 
to which it makes no pretensión, it certainly is 
nch in its general effect, and one of the best spe-
cimens of its style. This college was founded for 
the instruction of marine cadets, and for that reason 
named after S. Telmo, who is adopted by the 
mariners for their patrón and advócate, as Santa 
Barbara is by the land artillery. He was a Do-
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PORTAT. OF SAN TET.MO. SEVILLK. 

minican friar, and is recorded to have exercised 
miraculous influence on the elemente, and thereby 
to have preserved the lives of a boatful of sailors, 
when on the point of destruction. The gardens 
in front of this building are situated between the 
river and the town walls. They are laid out in 
flower beds and walks. In the centre is a raised 
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platform of granite, forming a long square of 
about an acre or more in extent, surrounded with 
a seat of white marble. It is entered at each end 
by an ascent of two or three steps. This is called 
the Salón, and on Sundays and Feast-days is the 
resort of the society of Seville. In the winter the 
hour of the promenade is from one to three o'clock ; 
in the summer, the hours which intervene between 
sunset and supper. During winter as well as sum­
mer, the scent of the flowers of the surrounding 
gardens filis the Salón, than which it is difficult 
to imagine a more charming promenade. 

The cigar manufactory is also situated outside 
the walls. It is a modern edifice of enormous di-
mensions, and not inelegant. In one of the rooms 
between two and three hundred cigareras, girls 
employed in rolling cigars, are seen at work, and 
heard likewise ; for, such a Babel of voices never 
met mortal ear, although familiar with the music 
of the best furnished rookeries. The leaden roof, 
which covers the whole establishment, furnishes a 
promenade of several acres. 

I am anxious to return to the interior of Seville, 
in order to introduce you to the Lonja; but we 
must not omit the Plaza de los Toros, (bull cir-
cus,) situated likewise outside the walls, and in view 
of the river. It is said to be the handsomest in 
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Spain, as well as the largest. In fact it ought to 
be the best, as belonging to the principal city of 
the especial province of toreadores. I t is approached 
by the gate nearest to the cathedral, and which 
deserves notice, being the handsomest gate of Se-
ville. The principal entrance to the Plaza is on 
the opposite side from the town, where the building 
presents a large portion of a circle, ornamented 
with plain arches round the upper story. This upper 
portion extends only round a third part of the cir-
cus, which is the extent of the part completed with 
boxes and galleries, containing the higher class seats. 
All the remainder consists of an uniform series of 
retreating rows of seats, in the manner of an amphi-
theatre, sufficient for the accommodation of an im-
mense multitude. These rows of seats are continued 
round the whole circus: but those beneath the upper 
building are not accessible to the same class of spec-
tators as the others—the price of the place being dif-
ferent. This is regulated by the position with re-
gard to the sun, the shaded seats being the dearest. 
The upper story consists of an elegant gallery, orna­
mented with a colonnade, in the centre of which the 
box of the president is surmounted by a handsomely 
decorated arch. 

The circus, measured from the outside, is about 
two hundred and fifty feet in diameter. Those who 
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are desirous of witnessing to what lengths human 
enthusiasm may be carried, should see a representa-
tion in this Plaza. With seven prime bulls from 
La Ronda, and a quadrille of Seville toreros—the 
enormous circumference as full as it can hold, (as it 
always is,) it is one of the most curious sights that 
can be met with. 

The origin of this amusement is not easy to be 
ascertained. It was undoubtedly in vogue among 
the Spanish Arabs, and probably originated in the 
time of the Goths, on the falling off of the repre-
sentations of the Román amphitheatres for want of 
a sufficient supply 0f wild beasts. In times not very 
remote, it had become principally an amateur per­
formance, and the toreros were men of rank, who 
made choice of this arena, subsequently to the falling 
into disuse of the lists, in order to exhibit their 
danng and dexterity before the objects of their flame. 
The science is still studied by the greater part of 
the Spanish youth ; just as, in England, the custom 
is maintained of receiving instruction in pugilism ; 
but an amateur is rarely seen in these days to figure 
in a public arena. 

The intense interest which absorbs the feelings of 
those present at these representations, affords a faint 
notion of what must have been the attractions of a 
Román circus, in which combats were sustained by 
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hundreds of wild beasts. In the bull-fight — sus-
tained by a single animal, the interest would not 
probably be excited by the mere contest for life 
which takes place between the man and the brute, 
and of which the ultimate result is foreseen. I t 
would, on the contrary, often yield to the disgust 
produced by the needless massacre of the horses ; 
were it not that the graceful performance of the 
toreros, and their elegant costume, so well calculated 
to set off the symmetry of their form, first draws the 
attention, which, once fixed, is gradually absorbed by 
the progress of the contest, and at length irresistibly 
won by the variety of unforeseen incidents which 
follow in rapid succession. 

Frequenters of theatres have been seen to fall 
asleep during the most stirring scene of a melo-
drame ; and a continua! murmur of conversation 
usually forms a running accompaniment to the voices 
of opera singers ; but no one was ever detected slum-
bering in a plaza de toros; ñor is a remark uttered 
that does not relate to the performance. This dif-
ference may probably be explained by the superior 
attraction of the imprévu. In the playhouse not 
only is the event known beforehand, but also every 
incident by which it is preceded; whereas, through-
out a corrida de toros nothing can be foreseen. No 
one knows, during the present minute, whether the 
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next will give birth to the direst of tragedies, or to 
the most exhilarating farce. 

At Madrid the representations are inferior to those 
at Seville. They are able, it is trae, to procure as 
fierce bulls; but they are brought frora a consider­
able distance, and are much more expensive. The 
principal inferiority consists in the men, who at 
Madrid are wanting in the rapidity of eye, and 
careless courage of the Andaluz. On the entrance 
of a bull on the arena, whose attitude gives pro-
mise of an animated course, almost all the Madrid 
toreros, (I have seen all,) will, at his first onset, dis-
appear simultaneously over the barrera. The barrera 
is the enclosure of stout planks, strengthened by 
posts, which separates the performers from the spec-
tators. It is about six feet in height. At a height 
of three feet a projecting ledge runs round the 
whole, upon which, in vaulting over, the toreador 
places his foot. Behind this enclosure an open space 
of four feet in width is left, and serves as a refuge 
for those who are hard pressed. Very different is 
the graceful and careless attitude with which the 
Andaluz awaits the approach of the infuriated brute, 
and quietly springs aside with a flourish of his 
mantle of silk, while he knows there are others at 
hand to draw off the animal's attention. 

With the exception of the Toros the public arause-


