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composition, nor of expression : least of all that of
colouring. All that can be said in its favour is,
that the row of heads extending from one end of
the canvass to the other, across the centre, are cor-
rect portraits of personages of mnote, who figured
in the history of the epoch. The worst part of all
is, the Heaven of the upper plan of the picture,
into which the soul of the Count has the bad taste
to apply for admission. Thig was, in fact, one of
the works which gave occasion to the saying of 2
critic of a contemporary school, who declared that
the Glorias (heavenly visions) of the Greco looked
like Infernos, and his Infernos like Glorias.

In the Transito there is an Adoration, a charm-
ing picture, apparently by Rembrandt. There are
here and there good pictures among the other
churches, but none very remarkable. In general,
the most attractive objects are the old picture-frames,
and other gilded ornaments and wood carvings. All
these, in the taste of the commencement of the last
century and earlier, which is at present So much
in request,-are in such profusion, as would draw tears
of admiration from the eyes of a Parisian uphols-
terer, and showers of bank notes from the purses
of furniture collectors.

You will not, T am sure, by this time, object to
our quitting Toledo, and making a short excul-
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sion in its environs. I shall therefore request you
to accompany me to the ruins of a Moorish palace,
on the banks of the Tagus, a mile distant from
the town, called the Palacio de Galiana. The Prin-
cess Galiana was the daughter of Galafre, one of
the earlier Arab Kings of Toledo. The widely
extended fame of her beauty, is said to have fired
the imagination of Charles, son of Pepin, King of
France, who resolved to throw himself at her feet
as a suitor, and forthwith repaired to Toledo. How-
ever glowing the terms in which report had repre-
sented her charms, he found them surpassed by the
reality; but a prince of a neighbouring state had
forestalled him in his suit. This obstacle did not,
however, deter him from persisting in his resolution.
He forthwith challenged his rival to mortal combat;
and, clearing his road to the hand of the princess
With the point of his lance, married her, and carried
her back with him to Paris.

The attachment of her father to this princess is
said to have been such from her earliest childhood,
that he gave himself up entirely to this affection—
deVoting all his wealth to the gratification of her
Caprices. The Arab palace, now 1o longer in ex-
Istence, took its name from hers, in consequence of

4 new one having been erected for her by her father,

z“lJomiug his own, at a period at which she had
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scarcely grown out of childhood. The two residences
being occupied by succeeding princes as one, received
the appellation of los Palacios, (the Palaces) of Ga-
liana.

In addition to her town residence, she soon after
had the other palace constructed about a mile from
Toledo. To arrive at the ruins, we pass the bridge
of Alcantara, and follow the rose-tree promenade-
From this a path on the left-hand leads to the spot
across a field in garden-like cultivation, The selec-
tion made by the Arab princess of this situation,
proves her to have possessed, in addition to her
beauty, a consummate taste and intelligence of rural
life,

The Tagus—a name, by the way, more deserving
of poetic fame than many a more widely echoed
stream—in this spot, as if conscious of the pains he
must shortly undergo, while dashing through the
deep and narrow chasm through which he must force
a passage around Toledo, seems to linger, desirous of

putting off the fated storm. His course becomes

more circuitous as he approaches ; and indulging 10

a hundred irregularities of form, he plays round
several small thickly wooded islands, penetrating with
innumerable eddies and back currents, into flowery
nooks and recesses ; while here and there he spreads
out in a wide sheet his apparently motionless waters
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as if seeking to sleep away the remainder of his days
on these green and luxurious banks.

In the midst of this delicious region, which recalls
to the recollection some of the more favoured spots
n England, but which, with the addition of the
Spanish climate in early summer, is superior to them
all, was placed the palace. The valley for a con-
siderable distance still bears the name of the Garden
of the King,—Huerta del Rey. The site of part of
the pleasure grounds immediately adjoining the
river, is left wild, and covered with woods ; and the
remainder is converted into a farm in the highest

state of cultivation. The ruin consists of three sides

of a not very large quadrangle . the massive walls of

Which are pierced with two stories of arched win-
dows. The remainder of the edifice was doubtless
less solid, and has entirely disappeared.

Many a tale of romance would be gathered—many
a stirring scene recorded, could so precious a docu-
ment be brought to light as a chronicle drawn up by
some St. Simon of the Court of Toledo, who had
recorded the daily events of which this retreat was
the theatre, during the time it served as a residence
for several successive sovereigns. But in this land
Words have always been fewer than deeds, and re-
cords are the rarest sort of subsisting monuments.
One anecdote, however, is transmitted, of which this
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spot was the scene, in the time of the last but one of
the Moorish princes who reigned at Toledo, before
its surrender to Alonzo the Sixth,

Alonzo was himself one of the actors on the occa-
sion. In early life he had been deprived by his
brother Sancho, King of Castile, of the portion of the
kingdoms which fell to his share by the will of his
father, Ferdinand the First. On his expulsion from
his inheritance he took refuge at the court of the
Arab king of Toledo, by whom he was received with
every mark of favour which could have been lavished
on a friend. The Moor (for the family then reigning
was not Arab, although the two races are constantly
confounded in Spanish histories) gave him a palace,
and settled on him splendid revenues, to be con-
tinued during the time he should think fit to accept
his hospitality. He even sent invitations to all the
friends and followers of his guest, in order that he
might be surrounded with his own court.

Alonzo, touched by this delicate hospitalitys a_t-
tached himself warmly to hig host ; his friendship
for whom (I believe a solitary instance in those times
among the sovereigns in Spain) lasted until the death
of the latter. The youthful exile, thus handsomel_y
treated, passed much of his time in the society of his
royal protector.

On one occasion, the court being at the country
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palace of Galiana, the king and his attendants were
I‘eclining in the cool shade of the garden, and Alonzo
at a short distance, apparently asleep. The king,
Pointing to the town, which towered on its precipice
immediately in front of the party, was expatiating on
the strength of its position. All agreed that it was
im}f’regnable; until a brother of the monarch ob-
served, that there was one mode of warfare against
which it would not hold out : and he proceeded to
€xplain his plan, which consisted of an annual de-
Vastation of the valley of the Tagus at the time of
harvest, to be executed by an invading army, which
might be dishanded during the winter months. This
System, he maintained, would inevitably reduce the
city by famine to the necessity of a surrender.

No sooner was the last phrase uttered, than all pre-
Sent in an instant struck by the same thought, turned
towards the sleeper ; and the greater number, filled
With suspicion respecting the reality of his slumbers,
addressed significant looks to the king, the intention
of Which could not be mistaken, and which boded no
80od to Alonzo., Whatever might have been the
feelings of the Moor at this moment, he took no
further notice of the incident, and allowed his guest
to terminate hig nap when he thought proper.

When the death of Sancho took place before

Zamora, Alonzo was still at Toledo. The intelli-
P
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gence being conveyed to him by a confidential mes-
senger from his sister, he lost no time in taking
leave of his host, who wished him success with
every demonstration of friendship, and repairing to
Burgos. There, after some hesitation, the nobles
consented to his investiture with the sovereignty-
During his brilliant reign he resisted several tempt-
ing opportunities of breaking with his Moorish ally
and former host, and thus adding to his dominions,—
and preserved his friendship and loyalty unstained.
After the death of the Moorish king, he, however
speedily fell out with his successor. War was de-
clared on both sides, and it was resolved to attack
Toledo. The well known result was, the taking of
the town after seven years, the time mentioned 1D
the garden of Galiana, and by means of the annually
repeated devastation of the Vega, according to the
plan imagined and described in the above mentioned
conversation.

Returning by the Rose-tree Walk, immediately on
approaching the bridge, an advanced portion of the
cliff which bounds the road on the left detaches
itself from the rest towards the summit, which rises
in a circular form. On it stands the Castle of San
Servando, one of the most picturesque of the Arab
remains existing in this part of Spain. The origin
of this fort is uncertain. Some attribute it to the
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Romans, and consider the Moorish windows and
Ornaments to be subsequent additions, from their
being constructed with bricks instead of the same
stone as the rest of the walls. But this is not a suffi-
cient reason, since the same peculiarity exists in all
the Arab edifices in Toledo. In fact, the reason 1is
evident. The hard black sort of stone used for the
walls, would almost have defied the chisel which
should have attempted to fashion its surface into the
delicate forms required by the Arab mode of deco-
Tating. This argument, therefore, being set aside—
Yémaing the masonry, which is more likely from its
appearance to be Gothic or Arab, than Roman.

It is probably entirely Arab. It encloses a quad-
fangular space of about a quarter of an acre, and is
@ ruin; but the walls and towers are almost entire.
There are three small towers, that is of small
_di'dmeter, but lofty ; and two larger, one of which
IS circular ; the other is a parallelogram terminating
by a semicircle at one of its extremities. This tower
has Tost apparently about a third of its elevation.
Their walls are so perfectly constructed as to appear
externally like solid rocks smoothed and rounded.
Each larger tower contains two rectangular brick
ProjeCtions, in which are small elegantly-arched open-
Ings for windows.

The edifice was thoroughly repaired by Don Pedro

P 2
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Tenorio, archbishop of Toledo ; the same who built
the bridge of San Martin. It has since played its
part in numberless wars, and was at length reduced
to a ruin during the insurrection headed by Juan de
Padilla, at the commencement of Charles the Fifth’s
reign.

During the Peninsular war of the present cen-
tury, the old battlements echoed once more with
the sounds of warfare. It was occupied by a body
of French, who repaired a portion of the masonry
at the summits of the towers, and erected a low
wall along the whole length of the Toledo side:
They were able, from their position, to batter the
Alcazar, which is immediately opposite, but on 2
higher level; and to command the bridge of Al-
cantara, and road to Aranjuez.

In the other valley which extends to the west
of Toledo exist the remains of a circus for chariot
races, generally supposed, at first sight, to be Roman:
They present, in fact, every characteristic of a Ro-
man work. The rough interior masonry is all that
remains ; and that only rising to a height of from
three to four feet from the ground, with the eX-
ception of a single arch. The earth mingled with
ruins, has apparently filled up much of the interios
and surrounding the exterior simultaneously, has
only left visible the upper portion of the edifice:




ANCIENT CIRCUS. 213

The end which is in the best preservation is of a
semicircular form. From it the sides run in parallel
directions, and lose themselves in the ruins of a more
recently erected convent. They are traceable to a
length of more than four hundred yards. The
width is two hundred and ninety feet within the
building, at the present clevation of the ground,
and three hundred and twenty feet on the outside,
Which appears’to have consisted of a series of arches.
There are also remains of an amphitheatre adjoin-
Ing the semicircular end of the stadium.

There being no indication of the Romans hav-
Ing at any period planted any considerable est.ab-
lishment “at Toledo, in fact no author but Livy
haVing nouticed the place, and he but slightly; the
antiquaries have sought for the origin of these n?onu-
ents among Gothic traditions ; and it is believed
by them, that they were erected during the early
part of the sixth century, by Theudio, a Gothic
King, who manifested much attachment to Roman
Customs,
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LETTER XIII.

CASTLES OF ALMONACID, GUADAMUR, MONTALBAN, AND
ESCALONA. TORRIJOS.

Toledo.
I mer this morning with an entertaining scene,

In a quarter in which it might be the least looked
for. The archiepiscopal palace contains an excel-
lent library, which has always been open to the
public. Although the revenues of the see are nOW
withdrawn, and the palace is vacant, the books remain
on the shelves, and the head librarian, a racionero
of the cathedral, has the good nature to throw open
the rooms from eleven to twelve, on all days of
labour, (as those are called on which no saint is ce-
lebrated,) although he no longer enjoys a salary,
nor the means of providing a single attendant to
see to what passes in the different apartments.

I was occupied this morning in the racionero’s
room, when he received a visit from two French
tourists, both persons of notoriety ; one being 2




FRENCH TOURISTS. 215

?}llzmlzzz of the chamber. of deputies, and one of
i ers Of.the republican party ; and the other,
= We., also in the. .chamber, but prin.cipally known
Frenchrl.te-r <.)f pohfjlcal pamphlets, in which the
I hed le.lgnlng famll.y, and th? powers that be are
o with unwearying severity. The first men-
SpaniShPerS(?nage commencefl the conversation 1in
e ’ }:Vhl.Ch tye other did not sl.)eak.: put on
g qg the librarian make an observatlon‘_ln F.rench,
langg;mphleteer toolf up th‘e arg'ument in his own
= Asge,h i.llld nearly In the following terms. ‘

eXPlaini 18 .gentleman. understands French, I will
e o him the obje(.:t of my tou1:,” and address-
o I-H;Sdf .to the Sp.anlard, he continued—* I. l?nd
dutiesetlef’ in the mlds:t of my a‘rduo.us political
COunt; o make an occasional excursion 1
e y’band thus. to enlarge the sphere of: my use-
V&riouss, 1y Pl'.OTnotmg 't}.le cause. of humanity 1n the
L ocalities I visit. It 18 thus that I have

y passed through Andalucia, and have recomi-

Mended, and, I doubt not, successfully, to the prin-
nfluence in its nu-
gorts of use-
animated

n a foreign

:;I;i})uper§().nages possess?d of 1
ful in:t'zltl-es’ the estabhshmen.t of all
. thl utions. I am now 1IN Toledo, ;

e same zeal. I have obtained an introduc-

tior
) : :
to you, Sir, understanding that you are an

indivi : 5
idual possessed of considerable influence, and
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enjoying unbounded means of carrying out the
projects, which, I doubt not, you will agree with
me in considering essential to the well being and
improvement, both mora] and material, of your an-
cient locality.”

During this exordium, the Spaniard, who hap-
pens to be possessed of 2 vivacity, unusual in his
countrymen, and a sort of impatience of manner,
had endeavoured more than once to obtain a hear-
ing. At length he replied, that he feared it would
not be in his power to carry out the views which
Monsieur did him the honour to communicate to
him, owing to the absence of sufficient resources
at his disposal, whether for public purposes, or in
his individual and Private capacity.

The Frenchman wag not, however, to be so easily
discouraged. « This, Sir,” he replied, “is the re-
sult of your modesty ; but I am persuaded that I
have only to make my objects understood, in order
to obtain their complete execution. For instance,
one of the most insignificant in expense, but of
infinite utility, is this: it would be a source of
much gratification to me, if you would have the
most conspicuous spots throughout Toledo orna-
mented with statues, representing, with greater Or
less resemblance, all the personages, distinguished
from various causes 1n the history of Spain, to whom
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Toledo has given birth. These works ‘I should
wish to be entrusted to artists of acknowledged ta-
lent, and”—he was proceeding with constantly in-
Creasing rapidity of enunciation, when the exhausted
librarian’s patience being at an end, he interrupted
the torrent. «However grateful the city of Tole-
do and myself must be for your interest and ad-
vice, I am grieved to repeat that my anxiety to
comply with your wishes is totally powerless. We
are without funds; and I, for my own part, can

assure you that I am sans le sou. Do me the favour

to name any service of a less expensive nature, and

I shall rejoice in proving to you my entire devo-
I am called for in
It is need-

n intel-

tlon. Excuse my impolitesse.
the next room. I kiss your hand.”
l?SS, in fact the attempt would baffle huma
llgence, to conjecture what the real object of these
very liberal and very political gentlemen might be,
I honouring all parts of Spain with their visit.

The more distant environs of Toledo, principally
towards the south and south-east, are remarkable
for a profusion of ruined castles. Supposing a cir-
cle drawn at a distance of thirty miles from Toledo
f‘? its centre, and divided, as it would be, by the
Pagus, descending from east to west, into two equal
Parts, the southern half, and the western portion
of the other, are so p]entifully strewed with these




