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maintenance of good order. At length carne the resigna-
tion of the Government by Sir Robert Peel, in the month of 
Deeember last, and the Queen desiring Lord John Russell 
to form an Administration. 

" On the 12th of Deeember, the Queen wrote to me the 
letter of which I endose the copy, and the copy of my an-
swer of the same date; of whieh it appears that you have 
never seen copies, although I commnnicated them imme-
diately to Sir Robert Peel. 

" I t was impossible for me to act otherwise than is indi-
cated in my letter to the Queen. I am the servant of the 
Crown and people. I have been paid and rewarded, and I 
consider myself retained; and that I can't do otherwise 
than serve as required, when I can do so without dishonour, 
that is to say, as long as I have health and strength to 
enable me to serve. 

" But it is obvious that there is, and there must be, an 
end of all connection and counsel between party and me. 
I might with consisteney, and some may think that I ought 
to, have declined to belong to Sir Eobert Peel's Cabinet on 
the night of the 20th of Deeember. But my opinión is, 
that, if I had, Sir Eobert Peel's Grovernment would not 
have béen framed ; that we should have had and 
in office next morning. 

" But, at all events, it is quite obvious that when that 
arrangement comes, which sooner or later must come, there 
will be an end to all influence on my part over the Conserv-
ative party, if I should be so indiscreet as to attempt to 
exercise any. Tou will see, therefore, that the stage is 
quite clear for you, and that you need not apprehend the 
consequences of differing in opinión from me when you will 
enter upon i t ; as in truth I have, by my letter to the 
Queen of the 12th of Deeember, put an end to the connec­
tion between the party and me, when the party will be in 
opposition to her Majesty's G-overnment. 

" My opinión is, that the great object of all is that you 
should assume the station, and exercise the influence, which 
I have so long exercised in the House of Lords. 

" The question is, how is that object to be attained P 
27 * 
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Bv guiding their opinión and decisión, or by foilowing 
i t ? 

" You will see that I have endeavoured to guide their 
opinión, and have succeeded upon some most remarkable oc-
casions. But it has been by a good deal of management. 

" Upon the important oecasion and question now before 
the House, I propose to endeavour to induce them to avoid 
to involve the country in the additional difficulties of a dif-
ference of opinión, possibly a dispute, between the Houses, 
on a question in the decisión of which it has been frequently 
asserted that their lordships had a personal interest ; which 
assertion, however false as affecting each of them personally, 
could not be denied as affecting the proprietors of land in 
general. 

" I am aware of the difficulty, but I don't despair of car-
rying the Bill through. 

" Tou must be the best judge of the course which you 
ought to take, and of the course most likely to conciliate 
the confidence of the House of Lords. 

" My opinión is, that you should advise the House to vote 
that which would tend most to public order, and would be 
irost beneficial to the immediate interests of the country. 

" But do what you may, it will make no difí'erence to me ; 
you will always find me aiding and co-operating in the road 
of good order, Conservatism, and Grovernment; and doing 
everything to establish and maintain your influence in thé 
Conservative party, which my position may enable me to do. 

" I am certain that the establishment of that influence, and 
your success inkeeping the party united, are essential to the 
ease of the Queen, the maintenance of the religious and 
other institutions of the country, and the promotion of its 
best interest. 

" I have to observe upon only one other point referred to 
. in your letter, that is, the formation of another Administra-
tion, which I have always considered as referable to the 
Sovereign alone. I concur in opinión with you, that the 
difference in the Conservative party, arising out of the exist-
ing state of afíairs, must be reconciled by a pcriod of joint 
opposition to a "Whig Grovernment. But if you should suc 
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ceed, as T feel confident you will, in rallying round you the 
Conservative party in the Ilouse of Lords, I submit to you, 
that if you should be required by the Sovereigu to form a 
Government, you sbould not decline without taking time to 
consider of the proposition, and for inquiry as to the means 
of forming a Grovermnent in the House of Oommons, and 
the support which the Conservative party would give you 
there. 

" Protection to agriculture is out of the question. I 
have considered the Oorn Law of 1841 and 1842 to be at 
an end since the day on which Sir Eobert Peel resigned his 
office, and recommended to the Queen to form another 
Grovernment. H e never could return into Parliament and 
retain that law, and I did not, and do not, see in the House 
persons capable of retaming it. I shall be happy to go to 
you or to receive you here at any time you please. I n the 
mean time this letter will show you exactly how I stand, 
and what I mean to do in the measures now under con-
sideration." 

I t is not to be supposed that the Duke corresponded 
during this great crisis exclusively with members of either 
House of Parliament, or with men who filled then, or had 
formerly filled, conspicuous places in the Administration of 
the country. As had occurred during the agitation of the 
Peform Bill, every individual, high or low, who conceived 
that he had excogitated a new idea, wrote to explain it to the 
Duke. I t appeared, indeed, as if, to use his own expression, 
the whole British people, regarding him as public property, 
considered that his time, as well as his purse, was at every-
body's disposal. He had begun, however, before this, as 
the following extracts from his letters will show, to cut 
short such volunteer advisers. A great admirer of the sliding 
scale wrote from Bristol, on the 2nd of March, to say, that 
he had discovered a strong reason, not as yet adduced in 
either House, why the existing laws should be maintained. 
I t amounted to this, that as foreign corn might be imported 
at an expense of at least 21s. per quarter below what was 
required to raise wheat at home, a few corn merchants, by 
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combining together, could so opérate upon the market as to 
throw the whole, or three-fourths, of English wheat-growing 
land out of cultivation. The Duke answered the commu-
nication thus :— 

" Field Marshal the Duke of »"Wellington presents his 
compliments. H e has received, and returns thanks, for 
Mr 's letter of the 2nd inst. He begs leave to decline 
to correspond with any gentleman on any subject which 
either is or may become the subject of discussion in her 
Majesty's Cabinet or in the House of Parliament of which 
he is a member." 

Another gentleman, equally zealous on the opposite side, 
had addressed to him, on the 13th of Pebruary, from Bir-
mingham, an earnest and, as the writer doubtless imagined, 
an eloquent appeal on behalf of free trade to the largest 
extent. I t was answered in these terms :— 

" Pield Marshal the Duke of "Wellington presents his 
compliments to , and has received his letter. He begs 
leave to decline to correspond with any gentleman on sub-
jects under the consideration of her Majesty's Cabinet or in 
Parliament." 

He was a little more discursive in his rejoinder to a third 
stranger, who, writing from Wolverhampton, called his 
attention to certain errors, real or imaginary, in one of Sir 
Robert Peel's speeches :— 

" Pield Marshal the Duke of Wellington presents his 
compliments to . He is the Commander-in-chief of the 
army, but he has no control over, or connection with, Sir 
Eobert Peel's speeches in Parliament—above all, not with 
their correction or criticism. He recommends that 
should address the gentleman who made the error, and not 
one who had nothing to do with the speech, and knows 
nothing about it." 
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CHAPTEB, X L I . 

THE DUKE IN PRÍVATE LIFE H I S PECULIARITIES HIS 

FRIENDS MR ARBUTHNOT HIS HABITS HIS ANXIETY ON 

THE SUBJECT OF NATIONAL DEFENCES HIS LAST ILLNESS, 

DEATH, AND FUNERAL. 

W B have now to foliow the great Duke into prívate life ; 
into a manner of life as prívate, at least, as was consistent 
with the due performance of the many official duties which 
still devolved upon him, and with the regular demands of 
the Honse of Lords upon his attendance, which he never 
omitted to render. His time he appears to have divided 
pretty much as he had done for many years previously, 
residing during the parliamentary session in London, and 
spending the recess partly at Strathfieldsaye, partly at Wal-
mer. I t was one of his amiable peculiarities, that whatever 
happened to be his own possessed great attractions in his 
eyes. Strathfieldsaye, a commodious house of the date of 
Queen Anne, but in an architectural point of view certainly 
not an imposing structure, he regarded as one of the best 
in England. Of "Walmer Castle he often said, that it was 
" the most charming marine residence he had even seen— 
that the Queen herself had nothing to be compared with it." 
And Apsley House, as it had been rebuilt under his own 
superintendence, so it was, according to his view of such 
matters, without a defect. His pictures, his statuary, his 
furniture, his horses, and his carriages, were all regarded in 
the same light. Of these latter, there was one which was 
in special favour with him, and which he vahied the more 
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because it owed its peculiar shape to his own ingenuity. 
Originally a cabriolet, be had prefixed to it a driving seat, 
by means of which it became a pbaeton, baving the perch 
of more than ordinary lengtb, and tbe four wbeels all of 
tbe same diameter. I t was in tbis vebicle that, during tbe 
last years of bis life, be was accustomed, in bad weather, to 
drive to and from the Horse Guards, and be spoke of it as 
tbe most comfortable and convenient of all bis carriages. 

Anotber of the Duke's peculiarities was, that though 
retaining to the last a warm regard for bis oíd companions 
in arms, be entered very little with them, after he became a 
politician, into tbe amenities of social life. There is reason 
to believe that neither Lord Hill ñor Sir George Murray 
ever visited the Duke at Strathfieldsaye; ñor could they or 
others of similar standing, such as Lord Anglesey, Sir Ed-
ward Paget, and Sir James Kempt, be reckoned among the 
Jiabitués of his hospitable gatberings in Apsley House. Tbe 
circle in which he chiefly moved was that of fasbioiiable 
ladies and gentlemen, who pressed themselves upon him, 
and were flattered, as indeed they had much reason to be, 
with tbe notice which he took of them, and by his presence 
at their parties. At the same time, the Duke knew per-
fectly well how to draw the line, even witbin that circle, 
between intimacy and mere acquaintanceship. Prom the 
friends of his youth he never withdrew the attachment 
whicb flrst brougbt them together, and among connections 
of later growth, there were some which he valued very 
highly. _ 

Of his oíd friends, none, perbaps, shared his confidence 
more fully than the late Mr John "Wilson Croker and Mr 
Charles Arbuthnot. With the former, bis acquaintance 
began when he was Irish Secretary, and it continued unin-
terrupted to the day of his death. I t was, however, a wise 
confidence which the Duke gave. He relished Mr Croker's 
society, because of the great extent of that gentleman's 
knowledge, and his varied powers of conversation. But he 
was not blind to tbe failings of the ex-Secretary to the 
Admiralty; and used to enjoy notbing more than seeing 
him, as occasionally bappened, tripped up in an argument. 
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Mr Croker was one of Tiia most regular correspondents, 
especially in seasons of political perplexity. The Duke did 
not always number him, on siich occasions, among the most 
judicious of his advisers. 

lYom Mr Arbuthnot, on the other hand, he seems never 
to have kept back a thougbt. Müd and gentle in his de-
portment, that gentleman possessed, in no common degree, 
the quality of discretion ; and gave himself up so entirely 
to the Duke and his concerns, as to postpone to them all 
apparent consideration of his own. He reaped his reward 
in such a measure of confidence and affection as were not 
bestowed upon any other human being. Latterly, indeed, 
after both had become widowers, Mr Arbuthnot occupied 
apartments in Apsley House, and was the Duke's constant 
companion for a portion, at least, of the months which he 
passed in the eountry, as well at Walmer as at Strathfield-
saye. I t was touchíng to witness the regard of these oíd 
men, one for the other; especially to observe the degree of 
tenderness with which the Duke watched over the comforts 
of his friend. Though nearly of the same age, Mr Arbuth­
not was physically more infirm than the Duke, and the 
Duke knew it. Henee, after they had walked together for 
a while, in an autumnal evening, on the beach beneath the 
castle, the Duke would stop short and say : " N~ow, Arbuth­
not, you've been out long enough. The dew is falling, and 
you'll catch cold; you must go in." And like a child obey-
ing the behests of its mother or its nurse, Arbuthnot, not 
always without a brief remonstrance, would leave the Duke 
to continué his walk alone, and withdraw into the castle. 

Having touched upon this matter, I may as well sacrifica 
chronological order, and bring my narrative of the friend-
ship of the two men to an end. Mr Arbuthnot, after living 
with the Duke for many years, was at last seized with the 
malady under which he sank. Dr Perguson was sent for, 
and having carefully examined his patient, made a report to 
the Duke, that the case was hopeless. They were sitting 
together in that back room which the Duke usually occu­
pied, and which, as it still continúes in the state in which 
he left it, so let us hope that it will be retained in the 
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same condition while Apsley House shall endure. The 
Duke drew his chair cióse to Ferguson's, in order that he 
might hear ; and when the doom was uttered, he seized the 
doctor's hand, and rubbing it between his own, and gazing 
into Iferguson's face, exclaimed in a broken voice, " No, no ; 
he's not very ill, not very bad,—he'll get better. I t ' s only 
his stomach that's out of order. He'll not die." But he 
did die, in spite of all the nursing which the Duke person-
ally bestowed upon him, and the eagerness- with which he 
clung to every symptom which could by any means be ac-
cepted as favourable. 

Mr Arbuthnot was buried in Kensal Green, and the 
Duke attended his funeral. While the service was read, 
the hero of a hundred fíghts sat wrapped in his mourning 
cloak, with tears streaming down his cheeks. There is a 
custom there, for which the Duke was evidently not pre-
pared. At that stage in the service, when the clergyman 
reads the words, " earth to earth, dust to dust, ashes to 
ashes," the coffin is made, by machinery, to sink slowly 
under the floor of the chapel. The Duke, when he saw the 
coffin begin to sink, gave a start. He watched it with in­
tense apparent interest till it disappeared; but he could 
not be persuaded to descend afterwards into the vault. 
"What passed within his mind during that interval, who 
shall undertake to say ? But whatever it might be, it 
stayed his tears, and sent him back, calm and collected, as 
soon as the funeral service was over, to the haunts of busy men. 

They who never visited the Duke at Strathfieldsaye, or at 
Walmer, can form no accurate conception of his qualities as 
a private member of society. At both places, but especially 
at the latter, he seemed to lay aside all the conventionalities 
of life, as it passes in the capital. He was perfectly at 
ease himself, and leaving his guests to do as they preferred, 
he placed them at their ease also. His general habits, to 
which he adhered to the last, may be thus described. 

He rose early, and read and wrote till ten o'clock. At 
ten, breakfast was served, after which he withdrew again to 
his own room, where he remained till about two in tho after-
noon. He then joined his friends, rodé or drove out with 
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them, or walked, as the case might be, making himself most 
agreeable to all who approached him. A pack of hounds 
was kept in the neighbourhood, witb which he frequently 
hunted, mounting any lady or gentleman who, not having 
brought horses witb. them, desired to see tbe sport. At 
seven he dined. The Duke ate but twice a day, at break-
fast and dinner. Though not a large feeder he ate fast, and 
had an exeellent appetite. He was never given to much 
wine, and in later years found it advisable to eease from 
the use of it altogether. But tlie hospitalities of his table 
were generous. His conversation also, till deafness grew 
upon him, was lively and instructive, and at table he 
made it as general as possible. About nine, or occasionally 
later, he would say, " "Wül anybody have any more wine P" 
and then rise and propose to go to the drawing-room for 
coffee. I t was a peculiarity of his that he always led the 
way on these occasions, the ladies having, more jintjlicano, 
retired somewhat earlier. In the drawing-room he sat 
usually in an arm-chair near the flreplace, and chatted witb. 
such of his guests as drew near him. There was a total 
absence of restraint, for every one present felt that he was 
at liberty to do as he pleased. Cards were never intro-
duced at "Walmer, though sometimes at Strathfieldsaye, 
but books and newspapers lay on all tables, and the con­
versation rarely flagged. About eleven the ladies usually 
retired, and half an hour afterwards the Duke would light 
his candle and say, " I am going to bed ; whoever leaves the 
room last wül ring for the lights to be put out." 

The Duke was an' exeellent sleeper, indeed he seemed to 
have the faculty of sleeping whenever he chose, and it was 
an unbroken slumber witb him, when in health, from the 
time he laid his head on the pillow till he rose again. I t is 
said of him, that when one of his lady friends expressed sur-
prise that he should continué to make use of a bed on which 
there was no room to turn, his answer was, " When one 
begins to turn in bed it is time to get up." 

The Duke's conversation was of the most varied kind. He 
read a great deal, and forgot nothing. His favourite authors 
were Clarendon, Bishop Butler, Smith's " "Wealth of Na-
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tions," Hume, the Archduke Charles, Gribbon, Leslie, and the 
Bible. But he did not confine himself to these. Every 
new work of any merit which carne out, he read; and he 
was especially interested in Prendí and English memoirs, 
and what our neighbours cali " materials for history." JSTor 
was he obliged to go far in search of this intellectual pabu-
lum. There was scarcely an English author, there was 
certainly not an English novelist, who failed to send the 
Duke a copy of his book; indeed to such an extent was 
this habit carried, that he was obliged, at last, to give orders 
that no pareéis of books should be taken in, unless he knew 
beforehand that they were coming. But he was peculiar in 
his reading, as in other things. 

I t chaneed, on one occasion, that he was in want, when at 
Walmer, of a new book. Niebuhr's History was recomniended 
to him ; and he began it. He read on till he reached the 
narrative of Cffisar's cruelty to his prisoners ; and there shut 
the book. Nothing could induce him to go further. This 
was too much. He would not haye his idols so thrown down. 

The Duke did not approve of the habitual, and therefore 
common-place, discussion of sacred subjeets, but as often 
as they were introduced, you might perceiTe by his change 
of manner, that he felt himself to be upon holy ground. Of 
the Lord's Prayer he used to say. that " it contained the sum 
total of religión and of moráis." But the greatest enjoy-
ment to his friends was when they could get him to discuss 
his own campaigns. When asked which of the Erench Mar-
shals he considered the best officer ? he replied, " Massena; 
I always found him where I least desired that he should be." 
Of the campaign of Salamanca he spoke as of " the most 
perfect piece of manoeuvring which the world had seen since 
the times of Erederick the Grreat." Soult he respected, 
but observed, " though his plans seemed always to be admir­
able, he never knew when to strike." His opinión of Napo­
león was a very mixed one. He considered him " a great 
man, but also a great actor." And here I may insert an 
anecdote, which, though it be not immediately connected 
with his daily proceedings at Walmer, may tend to illus-
trate the subject of which I am speaking. 
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On the 8th of Deeember, 1825, the following persons met 
at Teddesley, the seat of Lord Hatherton, then Mr Little-
ton ; the Duke of Wellington, Mr Eichard and Lady Har-
riet Bagot, Mr Peel, Mr Croker, Mr Oeorge Portescue, Mr 
and Mrs Poster Cunliffe, and Mr and Mrs Littleton. After 
dinner the eonversation turned on the Waterloo campaign, 

,-when Croker alludedto the criticisms of the Prench military 
writers, some of whom contended that the Duke had fought 
the battle in a position full of danger, hecause he had no 
practicable retreat. The Duke said, " At all events, they 
failed in putting it to the test. The road to Brussels was, 
however, practicable,«every yard, for such a pnrpose. I knew 
every foot of the plain beyond the forest and through it. 
The forest on each side of the chaussée was open enough te 
infantry, cavalry, and even to artillery, and very defensible 
Had I retreated through ifc, could they have followed rne ? 
The Prussians were on their flank, and. would have been in 
their rear. The co-operation of the Prussians in the opera-
tions I undertook was part of my plan, and I was not 
deceived. But I never contemplated. a retreat on Brussels. 
Had I been forced from rny position, I should have retreat­
ed to my right, towards the coast, the shipping, and my re-
sources. I had placed Hill where he could have lent me im-
portant assistance in many contingencies, and that might 
have been one. And again I ask, if I had retreated on my 
right, would Napoleón have ventured to follow me? The 
Prussians, already on his flank, would have been in his rear. 
But my plan was to keep my ground till the Prussians ap-
peared, and then to attack the Prench position; and I exe-
cuted my plan." On quitting the room, Croker remarked 
that he had never heard the Duke say as much on that sub-
ject before. 

I t was not, however, exclusively by dealing with great 
matters like this, that the Duke delighted his auditors. 
"When speaking of his own wars he had numberless stories 
to tell, both of individuáis and of corps, some of them very 
ludicrous—all of them deeply interesting. Por example, 
he used to say of his oíd aide-de-camp, Sir Colin Campbell, 
"who died at last Lieut.-Governor of Plymouth, a man gallant, 
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trustworthy, and naturally intelligent, " tha t he knew no 
language except his own, and that not very correctly. I had 
a Prendí cook in Spain, and Colín had charge of my domestic 
afi'airs. The hatterie was not, as yon may suppose, very per-
fect, and the cook carne to Colin to complain. Neither un-
derstood a word of what the other was saying, but I over-
heard this pass between them. ' Mais, monsieur, comment 
travailler ? ' ' Travel! ' said Colin, ' why you travel in a 
coach ! ' On another occasion when we were in St Jean de 
Luz, I had the mayor and all the magnates to diñe with me. 
I n going away the mayor took up an umbrella which be-
longed to Colin, upon which Colin seized the other end of it, 
took it away, and said with a low bow3 ' C'est moine.'" 

Speaking of the battle of Vimeira, the Duke observed, 
" The Erench carne on, on that occasion, with great boldness, 
and seemed'to feel their way less than I always found them 
do afterwards. They carne on, as usual, in very heavy co-
lumns, and I received them in line, which they were not ac-
customed to, and we repulsed them three several times." 

Beferring to the advance from the Douro to the Ebro, 
the Duke stated that " he got famously taken in on one oc­
casion." " The troops had taken to plundering a good deal. 
I t was necessary to stop it, and I issued an order announc-
ing that the first man caught in the act should be hanged up­
on the spot. One day, just as we were sitting down to dinner, 
three men were brought to the door of the tent by the pre-
vót. The case against them was clear, and I had nothing 
for it but to desire that they should be led away, and hanged 
in some place where they might be seen by the whole co-
lumn in its march next day. I had a good many guests with 
me on that occasion, and among the rest, I thiük, Lord Tíu-
gent. They seemed dreadfully shocked, and could not eat 
their dinner. I didn't like it much myself, but, as I told 
them, I had no time to indulge my feelings, I must do my 
duty. "Well, the dinner went oíf rather gravely, and next 
morning, sure enough, three men in uniform were seen hang-
ing from the branches of a tree cióse to the high road. I t 
was a terrible example, and produced the desired effect; 
there was no more plundering. But yo a may guess my 
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astonishment, when some months afterwards I learned, that 
one oí my staff took counsel with Dr Hume, and as three 
men had just died in hospital, they hung them up, and let 
the tliree culprits return to their regiments." " "Weren't you 
very angry, Duke ? " was the question. " WelL I suppose 
I was at first; but as I liad no wish to take the poor fel-
lows' lives, and only wanted the example, and as the example 
had the desired effect, my anger soon died out, and I confess 
to you that I am very glad now that the three lives were 
spared." 

Though free in discussing the merits of those to whom he 
had been opposed, the Duke was delicate in giving any 
opinión respecting the military abilities of the officers who 
served under him. Being pressed on one occasion to say 
which among them all he considered to be his most promis-
ing pupil, he replied, " That is not a fair question; it is not 
for me to answer it. Wait till they have opportunities of 
showing what they can do, and then you will find out." 
" But was not Moore a first-rate officer ? " " Moore was no 
pupil of mine ; he was as brave as his own sword; but he 
did not know what men could do or could not do." "And 
Hope ? " " I entertained a high opinión of Hope; he 
served but a short time with me, but I found him to be very 
intelligent." " And Hardinge ? " " "Well, Hardinge is a 
very clever fellow." Beyond this the Duke could never be 
prevailed upon to go. 

Both at Strathfleldsaye and "Walmer, the Duke was a 
regular attendant at puíilic worship, and received the sacra-
ment as often as it was administered. I t was a touching 
sight to see that great and venerable man, kneeling devoutly 
before the altar-rails of the village church, with the sunlight 
falling through the stained glass upon his head, and his own 
attention fixed entirely upon the act in which he was parti-
cipating. He was not always so attentive during the sermón. 
Indeed, unless the preacher were eloquent, or the subject 
out of the common, he used generally to gather himself up 
into the córner of the pew and go to sleep ; when he some-
times snored audibly. He was very particular also in re-
qniring that his guests should attend divine service some-
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where. I t happened on one occasion tliat Count Nugent, 
an Irish gentleman, but an Austrian general, paid him a 
visit at Walmer Castle. Sunday morning carne, and the 
Count said, " Duke, do you go to church ? " " Always ; 
don't you ? " " I can't go to church with you, for you know 
I 'm a Catholic." " Oh, very well," was the answer; upon 
which he turned to Captain Watts, who happened to be in 
the room, and said, " Count Nugent wants to go to the Ro­
mán Catholic chapel, do you know where it is ? " " Yes, 
Sir," replied "Watts. " Then be so good as to show him the 
way." I t was to no purpose that Count JNPugent tried to 
escape. Captain Watts , an oíd Peninsular offieer, had re-
ceived his instructions, and instructions from the Duke of 
Wellington must be obeyed, and to the Eoman Catholic 
chapel the Count was accordingly marched. The Duke was 
a good deal tickled, and in walking to church with his Pro-
testant friends observed, " I knew he did not want me to go 
to church, ñor to go himself either, but I thought it best 
that we should both go." 

And here, though somewhat out of place, I may be per-
mitted to detail an anecdote which does equal credit to the 
venerable prelate who administered the advice, and to the 
great warrior and statesman who took it in such excellent 
part. 

After one of those severe attacks of illness which from 
time to time laid him prostrate, and awakened the sympa-
thies of the whole nation, the Duke received a letter from 
the present Bishop of Exeter, which not only expressed his 
lively satisfaction at the Duke's recovery, but called the 
Duke's attention to the fact that, before the Author of all, 
human greatness is nothing ; and that it would be especially 
becoming in one who had achieved, like himself, the highest 
pitch of glory, if he publicly evinced his reverence for God 
and for religión. That letter, with the Duke's reply, well 
deserve to be published at length; but for the present it 
may suffice to state that the Duke thanked his monitor for 
the advice so kindly given, and entered into a long and most 
satisfactory statement of his own religious principies and 
practices. He was neither the careless ñor the profligato 
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man which the world represented him to be. Wherever his 
example was likely to tell, he attended publie worship regu-
larly; and would do so in London also, except that he had 
ceased for years to catch a word that was said. He used to 
be present at the early morning serviee in the Chapel Boyal, 
till he found that in winter he eould no longer do so, with-
out getting laid up with cold. No man knew better, no 
man felt more keenly than he, the nothingness of human 
power and glory; and if he did not trust, as the Bishop ad-
vised him to do, he could have no hope at all for the future. 

The Duke never appeared so fretful and dissatisfied as 
when the TYench and English squadrons, whieh were about 
to blockade the Scheldt, cast anchor together in the Downs. 
I t seemed to him an unnatural state of things tliat England 
should ally herself with France, in order to dismember a 
kingdom which she had been mainly instrumental in consol-
idating, with a view to keep Trance in check. He did not, 
however, allow his feelings to over-ride his habitual good 
breeding and hospitality. He invited the commanders of 
both squadrons to the castíe, though he was probably not 
sorry that the state of the weather would not permit the 
French admiral to land. 

The Duke wa.s very proud of his eyesight, which indeed 
continued to be remarkably good and clear to the last. He 
has been heard to say that he was able to distinguish the 
nationality of flags passing up and down channel, at distances 
which made them perfectly unintelligible to others ; and he 
even asserted, and no doubt believed, that at night he could, 
from the ramparts of the castle, see the lights in the town 
of Calais. This, aasuming the distance to be what geogra-
phers make it, was, I suspect, impossible ; but there is no 
doubt that the Duke could, at eighty-three years of age, read 
in the open air a well-written manuscript without using 
spectacles. 

The Duke's fondness for children was great ; and he was, 
as might be expected, strongly attached to his own grand-
children, the children of his son, Lord Charles-. One of 
these was taken ill when on a visit at Walmer, and the Duke's 
anxiety about the little sufferer knew no limits. 

28 



434 HIS FONDNESS FOR CHILDREtf. [18go, 

But the feeling was not new witli him, as it sometimea is 
with men who, for the first time, come under its influence 
when they are well stricken in years. Though never demon-
strative, under any circumstances, and, through the press of 
constant business, cut off from indulging much in pastime 
with his sons, he was extremely fond of them, and took the 
deepest and the truest Ínterest in their early training and 
education. The Rev. H. M. "Wagner, vicar of Brighton, 
became tutor to the present Duke, then Marquis of Douro, 
and to Lord Charles "Wellesley, iu 1817; and in a prívate 
letter, which he has kindly permitted me to use, he thus de­
scribes his first interview with their illustrious father:— 

" In 1817, when the Duke sent for me to go to him at 
Mont St Martin, the head-quarters of the army of occu-
pation, at the very first interview he told me his intention 
was that ' his boys should serve the King.' He desired 
that they might be brought up as Christian gentlemen, in, 
all singleness and simplicity, every consideration being post-
poned to that of duty. The interest which he took in their 
education may, in a manner, be exemplified by a single fact. 
During a period of seven years that I was with the Marquis 
of Douro and Lord Charles Wellesley, he (the Duke) never 
failed to answer by the very first post any inquiry or letter 
connected with the well-being of his sons. No matter what 
were the Duke's occupations, whether en rouie for the in-
spection of the fortresses in the Low Countries; whether 
at the Congress of Verona, or on a special mission to St 
Petersburg, he invariably answered my letters touching his 
sons by the first post; and the same exactitude prevailed in 
the transmission of money for the payment of bilis at Eton 
and elsewhere. On this head, indeed, he was always most 
particular; and he did his best to stamp the same character 
of punctuality on the moral being of his sons. He laid it 
down as a rule for their guidance at Eton, that they should 
purchase nothing for which they had not in their pockets 
the means of paying. The enclosed letter to myself, written 
after the young men had entered the university, seta this 
matter in the cleareat point of view." 
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" Hatfield, lOth October, 1824. 
" M i DBAR SIR, 

" I have received your letter of the 7th, to which I 
proceed to give an answer; and I request you to com-
municate it to my sons, which will save both me and them 
trouble. 

" After all the inquines which I have made, I believe that 
the allowance which they ought to have, and which would go 
nearest to provide for their education at Oxford, excluding 
a prívate tutor, but including everything else, would be for 
Douro, who will be entered as a nobleman, £800 per annum, 
including his half-pay; and for Charles, who will be entered 
as a gentleman commoner, £500 per annum, besides his half-
pay. I therefore, by this post, direct Messrs Coutts to 
pay Douro £200, and Charles £125, on the l s t October, 
l s t January, l s t April, and l s t July each year, beginning 
with the l s t inst. 

" I beg that Charles will observe that I make him this 
allowance, at present, in order that he may defray the ex­
penses of his education. He must recollect, however, that 
he is only a younger brother, and that it is not at all clear 
that he will ever have so much again, unless he should make 
it by his own industry and talent ; and I beg you will tell 
them both that when I entered the world I had just the sum 
for the whole year which I now give Charles every quarter. 

" I intend that these allowances shall cover all expenses 
of every description; and I have reason to believe them so 
ampie that I expect they will not run in debt ; particularly 
as I begin by paying them in advance, and as I will tahe 
upon myself the following expenses :—• 

" The entrance fees at the college and university for 
both. 

" The expenses of the nobleman's and gentleman-com-
ruoner's gowns. 

" They must pay for the furniture of their rooms them-
selves, but if you should think the expense too heavy upon 
them immediately, I would advance the money, and they 
can repay me hereafter. 

" I give them the horses which they now have with them, 
28 * 
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of which they may dispose as they may think proper ; and 
they may take any servants they please out of my house or 
stables, they, of eourse, paying their wages, and also their 
expenses, from the time of their leaving me. 

" Accordingly, if you let me know what the entrance-
money is, and the expense of the gowns, I will send you 
the money. 

" I heg you to impress upon them that there is but one 
certain and infallible way of avoiding debt, that is, first, to 
determine to incur no expense, to defray which the money 
is not in their pockets; secondly, to pay the money imme-
diately for everything they get, and for every expense they 
incur. They will then be certain that everything they have 
is their own, and they will know at all times what they can 
and what they cannot do. There is nothing so easy, provided 
they begin in time ; and I gire them these ampie allowances, 
and pay them beforehand, purposely that they may at once 
pay for everything the moment they get it. 

" They should, in adopting this system, advert to the 
expenses of the college, which they have to defray them-
selves, their servants' wages and clothes, the keep of their 
horses, and lay by a sufíiciency to defray their expenses till 
the l s t January. The remainder will be their own, and 
they will lay it out as they please ; observing always, that 
if this remainder is laid out uselessly or idly, and they act 
up rigidly to the system of paying for everything at the 
time they get it, they may want clothes or other necessaries, 
or reasonable gratiñcations, before the quarter will expire. 

" I think it best to remind them of all this, because I 
hope that they and I will have no further discussion upon 
these subjects. In respect of their studies, I am very 
anxious about their mathematics, as essential to those who 
serve in the army. If you will let me know what the eourse 
is in the university, I will give you my opinión upon other 
matters. They should likewise have a perfect knowledge of 
modern geography and history, of eourse, but I shall hear 
further from you on these points. I will go and see them 
shortly after they shall have gone to Oxford, where they 
ought to be on the 14th. They had better probably go to 


