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THE FRENCH ATTACK THE CITY

CHAP. 111.stacle, under a shower of grape, musquetry, and

1809.

January.

grenades. Forced to retire, the besiegers took
advantage of the cover afforded by the exploded
Fougasses to effect a lodgment on the breach.

The breach in face of St. Joseph presented
fewer obstacles to be overcome. The column of
attack having reached the summit, succeeded in
occupying the opposite house, which the artillery
in firing on the wall had laid open. The houses
adjoining were then gained ; and on the right of
the breach they found a gate which afforded
another entrance into the town. Here, how-
ever, their progress was arrested by a battery of
the enemy, commanding a court which it was
necessary to pass. On the left a double Capon-
nier, which the garrison had used to communi-
cate with St. Joseph’s, was repaired and length-
ened to the breach. :

The attack on Sta. Engracia was yet more suc-
cessful. After a severe struggle the assailants
gained the breach of the Convent, but in attempt-
ing to advance further, they met a spirited re-
pulse. Another effort was made, which termi-
nated in their gaining possession of the building.
The curtain leading from Sta. Engracia to the
bridge of the Huerba was then enfiladed, and,
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taking the ¢éte-de-pont in reverse, the enemy at crap. 111.
once became masters of that important post.
Here they were joined by fresh troops, and,
pushing on within the curtain to the Convent of
Mount Carmel, made an effort to gain posses-
sion of it, which met with a repulse. From
thence they advanced rapidly to the Capuchin
Convent, putting forty artillery men, who con-
stituted the whole of its garrison, to the sword.
The assailants then established themselves along
the rampart in order to guard the posts they had
been successful in acquiring.

1809.

_January.

A dreadful fire was soon opened on the be-
siegers from the houses commanding the ram- -
part. From this they in vain sought shelter
among the ruins of the half-demolished walls.
Retreat became necessary, and the column was
directed to retire on the Puerta del Carmen. The
garrison, by a bold attack, regained possession
of the Capuchin Convent; but two battalions
coming up to reinforce the assailants, it was
again taken, and maintained, though at a dear
price, by the enemy.

During the night a strong but unsuccessful
effort was made by the besieged to regain pos-
session of the Convents of Sta. Engracia and the
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EFFORTS OF THE BESIEGED.

cHAP. 111 Capuchins. The results of these operations

1809.

January.

Cavallero.

were the loss to the besieged of fifteen guns and
two hundred prisoners, and that the enemy
gained footing in the city at two different points.
The loss in killed and wounded, by the French
accounts, was nearly equal on both sides. It
amounted to about six hundred.

The misfortunes of the Zaragozans were
hourly accumulating. The Fever demon stalked
through the city like a destroying angel, con-
quering and to conquer. The number of dead
per day amounted to three hundred and fifty,
without including those who fell the more im-
mediate victims of war. The hospitals were too
small to contain the host of patients, and the ne-
cessary medicines were exhausted. The bury-
ing grounds were choked with corpses; and
large pits were dug in the streets, into which
the dead were tossed indiscriminately. Heaps
of bloated and putrescent bodies were piled be-
fore the churches, which were often struck by
the shells ; and the maimed and ghastly carcasses
lay dispersed along the streets, a frightful spec-
tacle of horror. Even under such evils the
courage of the Zaragozans did not quail.

The city was now open to the invaders, and
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the war as formerly was carried on in the streets cmap. 111
and houses. Not one inch of ground was yield-
ed by the besieged without a struggle; and
when finally driven from a building, they fre-
quently, by a desperate offensive effort, recover-
ed it; and an equal resistance had again to be
encountered by the assailants. Traverses were
cut around the portions of the city occupied by
the enemy; and at the sound of the tocsin, the
garrison were always ready to rush to any quar-
ter where hostilities had commenced.

Palafox, however, did not limit his efforts to
obstructing the progress of the enemy; he made
vigorous efforts to recover the ground already
lost, and drive the assailants from their stations.

1809.

January.

Two attempts were made to regain the Con-
vent of the Capuchins. Both failed. A third
more powerful effort was made on the thirty-first. Jan. 31.
A breach was effected during the day, and at
night the assault took place. The besieged ad-
vanced with signal resolution towards the breach,
but owing to a ditch sunk by the enemy it was
found impossible to mount it. They then threw
themselves on the door of the church, and en-
deavoured to force it. In spite of the fire from
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HEROISM OF THE WOMEN.

CHAP. IIL the windows, and the grenades showered from

1809.

January.

Feb. 1.

the steeple, they maintained their ground, forced
the door; but an epaulment within obstructed
their progress; and fresh troops being brought
up by the enemy, the project was at length re-
nounced.

Priests and women bore part in these opera-
tions. The former carried munitions, and gave
ghostly succour to the dying, animating the sol-
diers at once by their words and their example.
The latter bore refreshments to their sons, or
husbands, or fathers; and sometimes when one
of those dear relatives fell by their side, they
seized his arms, determined to revenge his
death or perish in the same glorious cause. In
truth the contest lay between skill and enthu-
siasm ; enthusiasm mingled indeed with super-
stition of the grossest character, yet active, firm,
vigorous, and unshrinking ; skill exerted in a
struggle as unjust and degrading, as any by
which the pages of history are contaminated and
defaced.

Notwithstanding the utmost efforts of the
garrison, the French gained ground. The first
of February was marked by the capture of the
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Convents of St. Augustin and St. Monica. Hav- CHAP. III.
ing been repelled in assaulting the breaches, the
assailants sprung a mine, and by that means ef-
fected an entrance, and took in reverse the
works erected for their defence. A deadly
struggle took place in the church. Every chapel,
every column, every altar, became a point of de-
fence,—the pavement was strewed with blood,
and the aisles and nave of the church were cov-
ered with the dead. During this terrific con-
flict, the roof, shattered by bombs, fell in. Those
who escaped, renewed the contest on the bodies
of the dead and dying. The French were at
length successful, and advancing on the Rua
Quemada, gained possession of several houses,

1809.
February.

From these, however, they were eventually
compelled to retreat.

At the same time, an attack was made on the
houses near Sta. Engracia. Two mines, one on
the left, the other on the right, of the Convent,
were sprung by the besiegers; after which,
two columns of Polish infantry succeeded in
gaining possession of the ruins caused by the
explosion. The loss of the besiegers was very
considerable, and General Lacoste, commandant
of engineers, was killed. He was an officer of



162
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CHAP.IIL. great professional eminence, and untarnished

1809.

February.

character.

During four days the besiegers were employed
in constructing three galleries to cross the Rua
Quemada. Two of these failed. By means of
the third they succeeded in establishing them-
selves in the ruins of a house which formed an
angle of the Cozo, and of the Rua del Medio. A
building, called the Escuelas Pias, commanded
several traverses, made for the defence of the
Cozo. Aware of the importance of this post,
the assailants made several unsuccessful efforts
to gain possession of it. They then attempted
the adjoining houses; but in this also they fail-
ed. The system of blowing up the houses, now
adopted, was favourable to the besieged; for
the enemy, who established themselves on the
ruins, were thus exposed to the fire of the sur-
rounding buildings. In the meanwhile, the con-
tinual succession of formidable and unforeseen
obstacles, which presented themselves to the
French soldiers, had considerably damped their
ardour ; while the spirits of the besieged, who
had to contend against famine, fever, and the
French army, were yet unbroken.

The inner town is encircled by the Cozo,
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which ‘reaches at both extremities to the river; cHAP. 111.
and the French, in order to connect their opera- "'lg‘g—
tions with those of Gazan, on the left of the Ebro, Fehrusoy.
determined, at all risks, to gain possession of it.
The Convent of St. Francisco, therefore, became
their immediate object. A mine was exploded,
which brought down part of the building ; and a
severe contest ensued, which lasted for two days.
The Spaniards were at length driven out by the
bayonet—the superiority of physical, as well as
of numerical strength, being on the side of the
assailants.

EFrom the tower of this building, the French
now commanded the street, for a musket-shot on
either side. There, however, their progress
was for a time arrested. The buildings in the
Cozo were large and massive; and from their
construction with roofs of arched masonry,
nearly incombustible. Experience had perfect-
ed the Zaragozans in their defensive warfare ;
and the contest was continued with, if possible,
augmented pertinacity. Three days were the
French sappers successfully opposed in their en-
deavours to cross the Cozo. The University
Was partially breached by the explosion of two
small mines. The besiegers then endeavoured to
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ATTACK ON THE SUBURB.

CHAP. IIL. carry the building by assault; but they were

1809.
February.

Feb. 7.

Feb. 18.

met by a fire so destructive as to compel them
to retreat.

Hitherto the suburb on the left of the Ebro
had been exempted from attack, since Gazan’s
failure on the first night of the investment. That
officer, availing himself of some ambiguity in his
orders, had declined to re-engage in active opera-
tions ; nor was it till Lannes arrived, with au-
thority to enforce his orders, that Gazan was in-
duced to resume the offensive. ’

On the seventh, the Convent of Jesus, on the
left of the road to Lerida, was attacked. Trench-
es were opened against it; and twenty battering
pieces having effected a breach, it was carried
with little loss, the building not being consid-
ered by the besieged as of material importance.
The enemy then succeeded in establishing a
lodgment to the right and left.

On the eighteenth, the suburb, after two un-
successful efforts, was carried by assault. A
tremendous fire from fifty guns soon laid open
the way to the assailing columns. By mid-day
a breach was effected in the Convent of St. Laz-
arus, commanding‘the bridge ; and the defend-
ers, after a strenuous resistance, were driven
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from the building. All communication between cuaP. 111.
the suburb and the city was now cut off; and

1809.

the French, immediately advancing to the river, gy, e

intercepted the retreat of about fifteen hundred
men, who, enfeebled by disease and suffering,
were made prisoners. The capture of St. Laz-
arus necessarily involved that of the suburb,
which was without ammunition or provisions,
yet many of its defenders continued to wage
a fierce but hopeless war in the streets. Many
crossed the bridge under a shower of bullets,
and effected their escape to the city. Others
succeeded in passing the river in boats. Alto-
gether, the loss of the besieged amounted to a-
bout two thousand. The brave Baron de Ver-
sage, who commanded on the left bank of the
Ebro, was killed.

The loss of the suburb laid open to the enemy
the only part of the town which had hitherto
been exempted from direct attack. The be-
siegers, imagining that the courage of the gar-
rison had been abated by this irreparable mis-
fortune, continued their operations with vigour.
By means of mining, two enormous breaches were
Mmade in the University—both of which were at-
tacked and carried; and the traverses of the



166 PALAFOX IS SMITTEN WITH FEVER.
CHAP. III.

Cozo were at length abandoned by the Spaniards.

1809. 1y the meantime, Palafox had been smitten with

i A the dreadful disease, whose ravages had been

more widely spread than even those of famine

and the sword. This admirable and heroic

leader, who, for above a month, had been una-

ble to quit the vault where he lay stretched on

a bed of suffering, at length saw the necessity of
resigning the command.

Feb. 19. On the nineteenth, he transferred his authority

to a Junta, of which Don Pedro Ric was ap-
pointed president. A council was immediately
assembled to deliberate on the condition of the
city, and the measures most proper to be adopt-
ed. At this meeting it was stated, by the Gen-
eral of cavalry, that only sixty-two horses re-
mained, the rest having died of hunger. Of
the infantry it appeared there were little more
than two thousand eight hundred men fit for
service. ~Ammunition was nearly exhausted;
and should a shell penetrate the Inquisition,
their only manufactory of powder would be de-
stroyed. The fortifications were stated, by the
chief engineer, to have been almost utterly de-
molished. There were neither men nor materi-
als necessary for repairing them; and bags of
3
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earth could no longer be formed from want of cuap. 11r.
cloth.

In order to ascertain the chances of external
succour, the Duke de Villahermosa was sent to
Palafox, to receive such information on the sub-
ject as he might be able to communicate. But
fever was raging in his brain, and he could com-
municate nothing. His papers were examined ;
but these only tended to increase the conviction,

that no relief could reasonably be expected from
without.

1809.
February.

With regard to the measures to be adopted,
the Junta were divided in opinion. Twenty-six
voted for capitulation; eight against it. The
latter were averse to surrender, while even a
possibility of succour remained. With proud
gallantry of spirit the opinion of the minority
was adopted by the Junta. A flag of truce was
sent to the ememy, proposing a suspension of
hostilities, with the view of ascertaining the si-
tuation of the Spanish armies; it being under-
stood that should no immediate succour be at
hand, the Junta would then treat for a surren-
der. This proposal was peremptorily declined

by Marshal Lannes ; and the bombardment re-
commenced.
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THE DREADFUL STATE OF THE CITY.

cHAP. 111.  On the twentieth the garrison made a last and

1809.
February.

unsuccessful effort to recover two guns which
the enemy had captured on the preceding day.
Affairs were now desperate. The fifty guns
which had been employed in the attack of the
suburb, now opened fire on the city; and the
streets in the mneighbourhood of the quay were
laid in ruins.

Thus situated, the Junta ordered measures to
be taken to ascertain the sentiments of the peo-
ple with regard to the situation of their city.
Two-thirds of it were in ruins. Fire, famine,
and slaughter had done their work; and from
three to four hundred persons were daily dying
of the pestilence. Under such circumstances the
Junta declared they had fulfilled their oath of
fidelity,—and that Zaragoza was destroyed. A
flag of truce was despatched to the French
head-quarters, followed by a deputation of the
Junta, to arrange the terms of capitulation.
Marshal Lannes was at first disposed to insist
on unconditional surrender. The proposal was
indignantly rejected by the deputies; and Rie
declared, that rather than submit to it the Zara-
gozans would die' beneath the ruins of their

city. <« I, and my companions,” said this noble
2
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patriot, < will return there, and defend what caap. 111
remains to us as best we may. We have yet E;
arms and ammunition, and if these fail we have g, uary.
daggers. War is never without its chances;
and should the Zaragozans be driven to despair,
it yet remains to be proved who are to be vic-
torious.”

In this temper of the garrison, Lannes did not
think it prudent to refuse granting terms. It
was accordingly conceded that the troops should
march out with the honours of war, that the
heroic Palafox should be suffered to retire to A
any place where he might think proper to fix
his residence, and that all persons, not included
in the garrison, should be suffered to quit the
city, in order to avoid the contagion.

On the twenty-first, the posts of the city were Feb. 21.
delivered up to the French, and thus terminated
one of the most strenuous and extraordinary
struggles of which history bears record. The
resistance continued for fifty-two days with open
trenches ; twenty-nine of these were consumed
by the enemy in effecting an entrance,—twenty-
three in the war subsequently carried on in the
streets and houses. By their own account the

French threw above seventeen thousand bombs
VOL. I1. H
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STATE OF THE GARRISON.

CHAP. IIL into the city, and expended above one hundred

1809.
February.

and sixty thousand pounds weight of powder.
More than thirty thousand men and five hundred
officers perished in the defence, exclusive of a
vast number of women and children, who sank
the mute and suffering victims of fire, famine,
pestilence, and slaughter. The amount of loss
sustained by the besiegers was studiously con-
cealed,—that it was very great, cannot be
doubted ; and the contemplated operations on
Lerida and Valencia, for which the army was
destined, were in consequence given up.

When the garrison quitted the city, only two
thousand four hundred men were capable of
bearing arms; the rest were in the hospitals.
On the march to France, two hundred and
seventy of these men, weakened by famine and
disease, were found incapable of proceeding with
the rapidity which their inhuman conductors
considered necessary ; they were butchered and
left on the road, to serve as a spectacle and a
warning to the succeeding divisions. .

Among the prisoners, was Augustina Zarago-
za, who had distinguished herself in the former
siege. At the commencement, she had re-
sumed her station by the Portillo gate. When
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Palafox visited the battery, she pointed to the CHAP.IIT.
gun she had formerly served with so much ef- —TS_(_)-Q—
fect, and exclaimed, ¢ See, General, I am again pepryary.
with my old friend.” Once, when her wounded
husband lay bleeding at her feet, she discharged
the cannon at the enemy, in order to avenge his
fall. She frequently led the assaulting parties,
and with sword in hand, and her cloak wrapped
round her, mingled in the daily conflicts which
took place in the streets. Though exposed,
during the whole siege, to the most imminent
danger, Augustina escaped without a wound.
On the surrender of the city, she was too well
known to escape notice, and was made prisoner.
But she had already caught the contagion ; and
being taken to the hospital, she subsequently
succeeded in effecting her escape.
The record of female heroism must be yet
further extended. During the struggle, the
women of Zaragoza shrank from no ordeal,
however terrible. In the combat, where the
fight was thickest,—on the ramparts, where the
fire was most deadly,—in the hospitals,—in the
dark and airless dens of pestilence, breathing a
tainted and noisome atmosphere,—there were
they found, these «“meek-eyed women, without
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CAPITULATION VIOLATED BY LANNES.

CHAP. 1L fear,” soothing the dying, ministering to the

1809.
February.

suffering, and exhibiting a proud and memora-
ble spectacle of fortitude and virtue.

The terms of the capitulation were shameful-
ly violated by Marshal Lannes. Palafox was
sent a prisoner into France; and the city be-
came the scene of pillage and atrocity. The
province, on the fall of Zaragoza, became com-
paratively tranquil. Fourteen thousand men,
under Suchet, were left to maintain tranquillity ;
and the remainder of the besieging army, under
Mortier, moved into Castile.

In the meanwhile, Europe rung with admira-
tion of the noble defence of Zaragoza. Every-
where the pulses of the slave beat quicker and
more strongly; and the heart of the freeman
bounded proudly in his bosom. Poets and his-
torians consecrated, in undying records, the
virtue of her citizens; and Zaragoza, like Ther-
mopyle, will remain eternally linked with asso-
ciations of the purest patriotism and devotion.



WAR BETWEEN FRANCE AND AUSTRIA.

CHAPTER. IV.

CAPTURE OF OPORTO BY SOULT.—BATTLES OF
CIUDAD REAL, AND MEDELLIN.

WHILE the arms of France were thus success-
ful in Spain, the Court of Vienna issued a pro-
test against the unjustifiable treatment of the
Spanish princes. Napoleon cherished views of
ambition to the realization of which the subju-
gation of Austria was essential, and, therefore,
probably was not averse from availing himself
of the plea thus afforded, for declaring war a-
gainst that power. Leaving instructions to his
marshals to finish the conquest of the Peninsula
by the occupation of Lisbon, Cadiz, and Va-
lencia, he accordingly returned to Paris, in order
to enforce, by his presence, the increased exertions
which circumstances had rendered necessary.

The campaign had been disastrous to the
Spaniards. The defeat and dispersion of their

173

CHAP.IV,

1809.

January.
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EFFECTS OF THE CAMPAIGN

CHAP. 1v. armies, the submission of Madrid, the capture of

1809.

February.

Zaragoza, and the embarkation of the British,
contributed to spread panic and alarm throughout
the kingdom. These reached even to Lisbon.
Sir John Cradock, on whom the command of
the British army had devolved, made every pre-
paration to embark his forces, whenever Victor
—then at Alcantara—should advance against the
capital. This movemeut, however, did not take
place. Victor waited to receive intelligence of
Soult; and the aspect of affairs in Portugal was
soon destined to undergo a striking change.

The current of evil fortune, which had
threatened to overwhelm the cause of liberty
and justice in the Peninsula, did not dispose the
British government to shrink from further ex-
ertions in its behalf. At the very time when
the French armies were in the full career of
success, a treaty was signed at London, between
Great Britain and the existing government of
Spain, acting in the name and on behalf of Fer-
dinand. By this it was stipulated that the con-
tracting powers should make common cause
against France ; that Great Britain should ac-
knowledge no sovereign of Spain but Ferdinand
VIL, or his lawful heirs; and the Spanish ge-
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vernment engaged never to cede to France any cHAP. 1v.
portion of the territory or possessions of Spain.

Notwithstanding this treaty, the Spanish go-
vernment and people were by no means satisfied
with the degree of zeal which Great Britain had
manifested in opposing the invader. The Con-
vention of Cintra had left an unfavourable im-
pression on the people, which the subsequent
operations of Sir John Moore had contributed
still further to strengthen and diffuse. Eng-
land, even in her most generous exertions, was
considered only as pursuing a cold and self-
ish policy. Spain had not forgotten the base
seizure and robbery of her treasure ships; and
it is the natural consequence of such acts, that
the offending should become to the injured na-
tion, at onee the object of suspicion and dis-
like.

These feelings were evinced, when, after the
retreat of Sir John Moore, a corps, under
Major- General Sherbrooke, was directed to pro-
ceed to Cadiz, to secure that important strong-
hold, and sustain the efforts of the patriotic
forces in the south. The Supreme Junta, on S\/Kiﬂel’
their arrival, positively refused to admit the ~
British within the walls of the city, alleging

1809.
February.
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SERVICES OF SIR ROBERT WILSON.

CHAP. IV. that, though their own feelings would have led

1809.

them unhesitatingly to rely on British honour,

February, Yeb the confidence of the people in their ally was

so entirely overthrown, that the presence of
an English force could not but be productive of
the worst consequences. General Sherbrooke,
therefore, after much fruitless negotiation, re-
turned to the Tagus, and the views of the Bri-
tish government became principally directed to
the defence of Portugal.

The government of that kingdom, conscious
of their own limited resources, had thrown them-
selves in sincerity and good faith on the protec-
tion of England. Under her influence and guid-
ance much had been done to model and dis-
cipline the Portuguese army. General Beresford
was appointed Marshal and Commander-in-chief
of the whole forces of the kingdom; a body of
ten thousand men had already been regimented
under the direction of British officers, and half
that number of recruits were in process of dis-
cipline at the different depdts.

The services rendered by Sir Robert Wilson,
at the head of a small band of volunteers, gave
flattering promise of what might be expected
from a Portuguese army when regularly dis-
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ciplined and equipped. While affairs were at cHAP.1V.

the lowest ebb in Spain, that enterprizing officer 1809

advanced to the fromtier; and, acting in con- Tl

junction with the Spaniards beyond the Agueda,
by a series of spirited and judicious movements,
kept open the communication with Ciudad Rod-
rigo and Almeida, and held in check the ene-
my’s force in that neighbourhood. In the mean-
while the French had been forced to re-cross the
Tagus; and a division of Cuesta’s army, under the
Duke del Albuquerque, having gained consider-
able advantages over Victor’s force at Consue-
gra and Mora, the career of that leader was for
amoment checked. These events tended greatly
to revive the confidence of the Portuguese peo-
ple. Twenty thousand of the native troops were
taken into the pay of England; the raising of
fresh levies went on with increased vigour; and
Sir John Cradock’s force having been augment-
ed to seventeen thousand men, the people once
more began to regard the future fortunes of
their country with confidence and hope.

On the northern frontier, however, the pros-
pect had been gradually darkening. On the
twenty-seventh of February, Soult crossed the
Minho at Orense; and a few days afterwards,

B2
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ROMANA DEFEATED AT MONTERREY.

cHAP. 1V. attacked Romana in the neighbourhood of Mon-

1809.

March.

Mar. 26.

terrey, killed and made prisoners a large por-
tion of his army, and captured the greater part
of his baggage and artillery. Soult then pre-
pared to enter Portugal, leaving Ney in Gal-
licia. The French bulletins had announced that
his army would cross the Minho from Tuy on the
eleventh of February, and marching direct on O-
porto and Lisbon, would reach the former city on
the twentieth, and enter the capital by the end of
the month. But though his progress was unop-
posed by any force but that of militia and the sur-
rounding peasantry, his army had suffered too
severely in the winter campaign, to enable him
to realize the expectations of Napoleon. Pro-
visions, too, were deficient, the hospitals were
filled, and so limited were the means of over-
coming the various impediments, to the imme-
diate invasion of Portugal, that it was not till
the twenty-sixth of March that Seult appeared
before Oporto.

His march had not been accomplished without
opposition. Several engagements took place;
and the peasants, flocking from all quarters,
joined the militia, and demanded to be led against
the enemy. This, however, was not the policy
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‘of General de Freire. He determined to retire cHAP. 1V.

before the French, and occupy a strong position
3 ‘ 1809.
in the neighbourhood of Oporto. A mutiny .
was the consequence. De Freire was suspected
of treason, and brutally murdered by the troops ;
and Baron D’Eben, a German officer in the
service of England, was appointed his succes-
sor. With about twenty-three thousand men,
of whom two thousand were regulars, this
officer endeavoured to oppose the advance of
Marshal Soult. The attempt was a vain one.
The Portuguese force, undisciplined, and with-
out subordination, was speedily routed; and
the French having found one of their fel-
low-soldiers horribly mutilated by the natives,
no mercy was shewn in the pursuit.

Baron D’Eben vainly endeavoured to rally
the fugitives, and embody them for the defence
of Oporto. An army composed of such ma-
terials, though it may be dispersed at a breath,
can only with extreme difficulty be rallied.
Soult experienced little further opposition till
he reached Oporto; and that city was carried
by assault, on the twenty-ninth of March. A Mar. 20,
scene of dreadful carnage ensued. The cavalry
charged through the streets, slaughtering the in-
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CHAP. 1v. habitants without discrimination of age, sex, or

1809.
March.

party. Terrified by the sight of such horrors,
the people fled in crowds to the bridge, but
were encountered there by showers of grape-shot
and musquetry. Others endeavoured to cross
in boats; these, too, were fired on; and above
three thousand of the inhabitants were either
drowned or shot in this quarter of the city.
Altogether, the slaughter was very great, and
would undoubtedly have been still greater, had
not Marshal Soult exerted himself with honour-
able zeal to put a stop to the excesses of his
troops.

Oporto, which had thus easily been occupied
by the enemy, might, under a better organized
system of defence, have opposed a very formid-
able obstacle to the French armies. The gar-
rison consisted of about twenty thousand men,
and the city had recently been covered by a line
of detached works, extending from the Douro
to the sea, on which were mounted about two
hundred pieces of artillery. But want of dis-
cipline and subordination again proved fatal.
Several of the superior officers, who endeavoured
to restore obedience, were murdered by the sol-
diers, under charge of treason. No further
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efforts were made to regulate the defence.cHap. 1v.

During two days an useless fire was kept up on 1809

the enemy, while busied in preparations for the 5. .

assault. The soldiers acted on the impulse of
individual courage, but without concert or obe-
dience.

Thus was it that the second city of the
kingdom fell, almost without a struggle, into
the hands of the enemy. But Soult, notwith-
standing his success, did not deem it prudent
to advance immediately on Lisbon. The hos-
tility of the natives rendered the communica-
tion between the French corps destined for the
reduction of Portugal, at once difficult and pre-
carious ; and before quitting Oporto, he wish-
ed to receive intelligence of the movements
of Victor and Lapisse, the latter of whom, with
a corps of five thousand men, was directed to
threaten the frontier between the Douro and
Almeida; and subsequently to join Victor
whenever Soult should have advanced on the
capital. No intelligence, however, of either of
these leaders reached Oporto; and Soult, a-
verse to commit his army by any uncombined
movement, applied himself to secure and con-
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CHAVES RETAKEN BY SILVEIRA.

-CHAP. 1V, ciliate the portion of the kingdom already over-

1809.
March.

Mar. 25.

run by his armies.

In the meanwhile, the division of native
troops, under General Silveira, were not idle.
That General had succeeded in regaining pos-
session of Chaves, and capturing about thirteen
hundred of the garrison. He then made every
effort to cut off the communication of the French
army with Spain, by securing the bridge of Am-
arante, and strengthening the line of the Tam-
ega. The activity of Silveira, who succeeded
in repulsing the enemy in several attacks, tend-
ed greatly to raise the hopes of the Portuguese.
The peasantry again took arms, and came in
crowds to the field. Colonel Trant, who com-
manded at Coimbra, took the field at the head
of a body of militia and volunteers ; and Roma-~
na, who had received a reinforcement of three
thousand men, already threatened the enemy’s
communications in Asturias.

We must now turn to England. The disas-
ters attendant on the retreat of Sir John Moore;
and the wretched condition to which his army
had been reduced, materially deranged the pro-
jects of the British government. The troops
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embarked at Corunna, instead of sailing direct guap. 1v.
for Lisbon or the south of Spain, had been
under the necessity of returning to England,
and the hope of successful resistance to the
French power in the Peninsula had become
more feeble in the minds of all.

The British ministry, however, were not dis-
heartened by the reverses of the preceding cam-
paign. They served only to stimulate them to
renewed exertions, and, at the close of Febru-
ary, Sir Arthur Wellesley, then Chief Secretary
for Ireland, resigned his office and seat in Par-
liament, to assume the command of the British
forces in the Peninsula. It was determined to
reinforce the army in Portugal ; and in March
the expedition with Sir Arthur Wellesley sail-
ed for Lisbon. His instructions were, in case
that city should have been evacuated by Sir
John Cradock, to proceed to Cadiz, and land
there, if the government would consent to the
admission of British troops into the garrison.
The contemplated alternative, however, did not
occur.  Sir John Cradock had been engaged in
preparations for the defence of the city ; and that
officer, on being superseded by Sir Arthur Wel-
lesley, was appointed governor of Gibraltar.

March.



