
wait upon them. T h e choristers 

form a third, and the hermits a 

fourth, división of the body. Each 

monk has three or four rooms, from 

the windows of which the view of 

the rocks and the Llobregat is as de-

lightful as possible. A new abbot is 

chosen every four years. Their offi­

ces are as follow : at twélve at n ight 

they sing inatins, and immediately 

after lauds ; at six prime, afterwards 

chapter; at nine íiers '¡ after this 

grand mass, and imm diately sixllis. 

They diñe about eleven. Upon leav-

ing the refectory they proceed to 

nones ; vespers at half past two ; and 

complin in summer at five ; in wÍn­

ter earlier. After complin, silence 

is to be o b ser ved. They retire to bed 

about eight. Their library, though 

considerable, is notwithstanding one 

of the worst collections t'hat I evet 



saw. Spanish divinity without end. 
T h e only English book that I observ­
ad was Anglia Sacra, by Whar ton : 
the humanity class very scanty. In 
the evening the visitors and pilgrims 
became very jovial, singing and dan­
c ing with great glee ; some were 
excessively drunk: but what surpris-
ed me still more, was a party of 
tradesmen from Barcelona, who kept 
me awake half the night by roaring 
out deep nasal tones in imitation of 
the monks singing at mass. 

M a y 30. W e wished tocontkme 
ourroute this morningat four but the 
convent gates were not opened till six, 
A vast crowd of peasants departed 
with us, carrying bows of the trees 
which grow on the mountains; 
others remained to keep up the festi­
val. O u r guide decorated his fingers 
with rings bought in the convent. 



W e descended by a steep and dan> 

gerous road, which obliged us to 

walk the greater part o f t b e w a y t o 

Monestrol, a village at the baseof the 

mountain, belonging to the comen t : 

its original ñame was Monstrulum, 

from some small religious edifice 

which formerly existed there. At 

present it has a church with ten resi-

dentiary priests—an enormous num­

ber for so insignificant a t o w n : it 

took us three quarters of an hour to 

arrive here. W e passed the Llobre-

gat, and proceeded by an irregular 

pathway towards Vacarisas: we pre-

ferred this return that we might, in 

a general view, see the interesting 

face óf the mountain which Thick-

nesse has represented; but our ob-

observations did not at all tend to 

confirm his accuracy. Instead of the 

dark eft'ect which he has given it, 
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Montserrat appears perfecíly white j 
and the rocks which are more like 
bolsters than spires, are made too 
«piring and pointed in his print . 

Montserrat has three sides; that 
towards Barcelona ( the north-east) 
is bold and rugged, but by no means 
extraordinary ; the faceit presents on 
íhe west side, íowards Vacarisas, is 
more strikiug. T h e mountain here 
appears to have been bui l t up per-
pendicularly, and to have received 
from the hand of naíure íwo crowns 
of cones and bolsíers ; other fantas-
í ic pinnacles arise in other parís, but 
these two form íhe prominení fea-
íures. Between them the mountain 
retires, and leaves a convenient shel-
tered recess for the monastry a liítle 
more than half way u p its side. In 
this view also the greater number of 
the hermitages are s een ; they are all 



defended by their situation from the 
uorth wind. The rock is white, 
composed of myriads of pebhles and 
small stones apparently cemeníed 
í oge the r : every side of it appeáis 
dignified, and embellished with 
shrubs. I t stands alone in a hilly 
country ; and attracts the eyes as well 
as the devotion of the seamen of Bar­
celona, and the whole province of 
Catalonia. The most stupendous 
prospect, however, which this moun­
tain exhibits, is on the road to Villa-
franca. Its extroardinary length, 
and magnificent irregularity, are 
there seen with every possibíe advan-
tage, and the most imposing effecí, 
Its height is probably not much more 
than two thousand feet, bu t it ap~ 
pears loftier from the low liills by 
which it is surrounded. Ata pea-
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sant 'shouse (for we passed Vacarisas 
ío the left) we obtained some tolera­
ble bread and wine ; which, with the 
addition of two excellent omelets, 
gaye us the unexpeeted pleasurc of a 
good breakfast. T h e heat now be-
gan to be excessive; so that while 
we were almost melted, we shudder-
ed at the prospect of the southern 
provinces. The land is almost every 
where cultivated in corn and vines ; 
bu t though it is by no means fertile, 
the groves of dwarf pines seem to be 
the oníy interruption to the labours of 
the peasant. T h e vines are at present 
shortand without suppor t ; the pre­
cisión of their arrangement, and the 
tender green colour of their leaves, 
render them a pretty object in the 
landscape. W e pursued our track 
through several clean white vilages, 



without beggars, to Tarassa, where 
we were glad to refresh and to re­
pose ourselves during the heat of 
mid-day The peasants of Catalonia 
have a curiousmode of drinking : the 
wine-bottles are made somewhat in 
the form of a t e a - p o t ; by means of a 
tube they spout the wine into their 
mouths at a Iittle distance, and are 
very adroit in this clean custom. I 
have seen half a dozen peasants at 
dinner, who have handed round the 
bottle during the whole meal with­
out once touching the spwut with 
their l i p s ; the water-vessels are made 
for the same practice. This mode 
of drinking is ancient and classieal, 
as maybe seen in the frescoes of Her -
culaneum. 

From Tarassa we continued our 
route to SavandelL re3ting an hour 



by the w a y : these are rather neat 
towns, aud eontain cloth manufac-
t oríes. I t being holiday time, we met 
a vast many peasants on the road in 
their best clothes ; and we had fresh 
occasion to admire this fine race of 
t lean and industrious people. W e 
passed a mountain covered with white 
goaís and sheep : the latter are most 
of them black, with small horns, and 
their appearance is very lean and 
scraggy. After r iding through the 
iively village of St. Andreol, we 
found ourselves in the fertile and po-
pulous vicinity of Barcelona. The 
city, backed by Monjoich, has a 
pretty look on this side ; and íliough 
it was impossible for us, whose eyes 
had been so lately feasted with the 
charms of Naples and Genoa, to be 
struck with the villas of Barcelona, 



yet re turn ing from monastic solitude, 
they delighted us extremely. W e 
hastened lest we should be too late 
for the gates, which are always shut 
at eight o'clock. 

Our journey to-day has been at 
least forty miles, and a bad road ~r 

but I earnestly advise any traveller 
who wishes to be pleased and sur-
prised by Montserrat , to prefer it 
to the other ( th rough Mar to re l ) : 
by this means he will receive his first 
impression from a most interesting 
general view of the mountain, and 
his curiosity will thus be sharpened 
instead of checked. I t is ten miles 
further, and the road is worse ; bu t 
it is all to be done in a day. 

W e found the Rambla ( the parade 
of Barcelona) crowded by all the 
middle orders of the eitizens; men>,, 



women, priests, and monks. I t was 
the double holiday of Whi t -Monday 
and Saint Renpands. After the opera, 
about thirty carriages moved in pro-
ccssion : they were generally shabby, 
both as to the vehicle and the equi -
page ; and many were of the ancient 
square form. The general 's (which 
was preceded by two dragoons) and 
that of the governor, were in the Pa-
risian fashion : the harness of both 
was bandsome, and decorated with 
silver ; the latter had plumes on the 
horses' heads. 

May 31 st. Being determined to set 
out at ali events for Valentía to-mor-
row, we sent for a master muleteer, 
and agreed with him for two volantes, 
which were to perform the journey 
in seven days. T h e disíance is fifty-
five leagucs, about two hundred and 



twenty miles ; and we are to pay 
twenty-four dollars for each carriage. 
O n our calling at the banker's, h e 
presented us with the king's declara-
tion of war, dated the 16fh. T h o u g b 
prepared to expect such an event, yet 
we were a little confounded; but it 
still more increased our anxiety ü» 
set out for Madr id . 
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C H A P . III. 

Ehvirons of Barcelona.—Plain of Villa Franca. 
— Román Antiquities. — Parragona. — Late 
Archbishop.—San Carlos.—Barren Tract.— 
Castle of Almenara.—Plain of Valencia.— 
Saguntum.—Valencia.—Tlie Theatre. 

W E left Barcelona about seven in 
the morning of the lst of J u n e ; and 
at the gates were obliged, as usual , 
to fee the custom-house officers. The 
neat and fertile gardens, and the rich 
vale of Llobregat, attracted as mucli 
admiration as our former journey 
to Montserrat. The hedges of fine 
lofty aloes, which are seen in every 
cultivated part of Catatonía, are per-
haps one of its most remarkable fea-
tures. Soon. after we passed the Lio-



bregat, which is almost dried up, we 
carne into a dull country of hills co-
vered with dwarf-pines. At twelve 
o'clock we arrived at a venta, not 
very dirty, where we remained till 
three, during the heat of the d a y ; 
here we procured some omelets and 
wine. After dinner the same unin-
teresting landscape accompanied us 
for the greater part of the w a y ; the 
road however is exeellent, raised and 
bricked up at the sides. In one place 
an at tempt has been made to throw a 
bridge with two ranges of arche» 
across a small valley, to shorten the 
route ; bu t it has failed, from want 
of skill in the architect. Near it is 
building a country-seat for a rich ci-
tizen of Barcelona, which I mention 
as it is a novelty and a euriosity in 
Spain to see a villa really in the 
country. Cultivation began to shew 



itself bere and thcre. Towards the 
evening at length the rich and pic-
turesque plain of Villa-franca opened 
on us, and closed the prospccts of the 
day. I t is an irregular piece of 
ground, generally clothed with vine-
yards, barley, hemp, &c. but not en-
tirely cultivated; having pine-groves 
which intersect the fields in different 
parís, and add infinitely to the beau-
tiful varietv of the scene. T h e great 
object, howevcr, which attracts and 
absorbs all our attention, is the fine 
blue spiral mass of Montserrat. I 
had no idea of its length, and of its 
magnificent irregularity, till this view 
was set before m e : it is more striking 
and surprising than any th ing 1 ever 
beheld. 

W e arrived, about eight o'clock, at 
a góod posada in Villa-franca, which 
is kept by an Italian, having per-



formed only seven leagues ( tweníy-
eight miles) in the whole day's jour -
jiey. W e visited thé cathedral ; but 
it was too dark to examine the inte­
rior. Externally it has the air of a 
large English country church; plain, 
with buttresses, a tower, and a short 
spire. The town is neat, and con-
tains many shops; the houses are of 
plaister, well white-washed. W e 
supped in company with several other 
travellers, who were all eager for our 
news concerning the war. T h e re-
past was a perfecí banquet, and gave 
a deceitful specimen of the fare at 
Spanish inns: and as this was unique, 
I will inserí an account of it. The 
company were eight in number : our 
firsí course consisted of fish, slewed 
beef, and stewed pigeons ; íhe second 
a leg and loin of a kid, salad, íhree 
chickens, peas, and bu rn t cream : for 



our share of this and our beds, & c 
Ave were on'ly charged three pesettas 
( th i r ty pence) each. A curious af-
f ray took place after supper. As the 
muleteers and the femalcs of the inn 
were familiarly conversing in a bal-
cony at the end of the room, the noise 
-they made so enraged a Germán of 
the company, that after frequently 
commanding silence, he seized the 
foremost of the raen, and attempted 
to forcé him out of the room : this, 
-however the other indignantly resist­
i d ; asid in a furious passion, snatched 
*up half a dozen piafes from the side-
table, to fling at his adversary, to 
whose aid I advanced, and wrested 
the plates out of his hand. After a 
•great deal of quarrelling ( in which 
all the strangers spoke their own lan-

-guage, and the females resolutely 
;took the muleteers' pa r t ) the intruders 



left tlie room grumbling, and we re­
t i r e ! to rest. 

2. W e seí out. this morning at half 
past four o 'clock; and as we left the 
vale of Villa-franca, gave a part ing 
look of admiration to the pinnacles of 
Montserrat. The country through 
which we proceeded was cultivated, 
though not very fertile. T h e f**\v 
villages we saw were nea t ; and, like 
the others of Catalonia, bespoke the 
industry of their inhabitants : in one 
of them we breakfasted on oranges, 
bread, and wine. Soon afterwards 
we carne to a Román arch, of no 
beauty except the colour of the stone: 
it has two Corinthian pilastres on 
each side the aperture, and a l ight 
entablature. T h e traces of the in­
scripción are almost entirely oblite-
rated. I t is supposed to have been 
the ancient entrance into the Campus 
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Terraconensis, bu t I think without 
any probability. T h e common peo-
pie, as usual, refer it to the time of 
the Moors. T h e posada, where we 
stopped dur ing the heat of the day, 
aíforded us some excellent mutton • 
chops, salt fish, and salad, for which 
we were charged four pesettas. After 
dinner we passed several pine groves; 
in one of which, by the road side, 
stands a monument of the same co-
loured stone as the arch which I have 
jus t mentioned: it is plain, without 
dignity or grace. In the middle of 
the front next to the sea, are two 
figures in relievo of mourning war-
riors, considerably defaced, and very 
moderately designed. At the upper 
part is an inscription, of which only 
a few words are now legible. I t is 
called the tomb of the Scipios ( the 
father and the únele of Scipio Afri-



canus ) . T h e probability of this, or 

perhaps the idea altogether, has arisen 

from their having both been killed in 

Spain; and fromtbe firstword, which 

seems to have been Cornelio, part icu-

larly as we know Cornelius was the 

ñame of one of them. 

T h e slowness of our vehicle, and 

the prospect of having five more days 

to travel, and even then to be but 

half-way to Madr id , began at this 

moment to dismay me great ly; but 

my attention was soon called off from 

these considerations by the rich plain, 

and picturesque little city, of Tar ra ­

gona. I n this fertile spot the har -

vest of barley, rye, and oats, was be-

g u n ; and we admired, as we passed 

along, the numerous broad luxuriant 

fig-trees which grew among the corn-

fields. 

Tar ragona stands upon a rocky 
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elevaíion, and has the remains of an-
cient fortificalions surrounding it 
with a pleasing irregularity. A few 
oíd buildings, and the tower of the 
cathedral, rise above them; so that it 
had all the appearance of a tovvn of 
the thirteenth century, and after en-
tering we might still continué the de-
lusion. I t is every where dirty and 
ill built, and swarms with raonks and 
priesís. To our great surprise, the 
muletecr informed us that there was 
no posada where we could sleep, but 
that we must continué our journey 
into the country for another hour :— 
an archiepiscopal city without an 
ron, on the high road betvvcen Va­
lencia and Barcelona! W e h a d j u s t 
time to visit the ca thedral ; which is 
peculiarly interesting, since its date 
is ascertained: and it affords a proof 
that the same change, from the round 



to the pointed arch, took place in 

Spain dur ing the tvvelfth century, as 

we know it assumed at the same era 

in our own country. The building 

is, in genera!, plain and massive ; bu t 

the lantern and stalls, which are of a 

later date, are rich and beautifu!. 

The archbishop, Don Francisco 

Armana, is j u s t dead. He was a 

man of such eminent sanctity, that 

when the king visited the town in his 

return from Barcelona, and the p ie-

late knelt to kiss his hand, the king 

begged him to rise, and said, " I t is 

I, reverend father, who must ask that 

favour of you . " Then turning to his 

family, he said, " Behold a saint of 

an archbishop ! I desire you will all 

follow my example ." 

W e had neither time ñor inclina-

tion to search for the traces of ancient 

Tarraco. U p o n leaving the city, 
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which is even more picturesque on 
this side than on the other, we again 
descended into the Campo Ta r r a -
gonés, which is equal in richness and 
beauty to Campania itself. I t is sur-
rounded by an amphitheatre of blue 
mountains, and is filled with corn 
and vines : these are planted in 
stripes, like variegated ribands ; the 
corn in the middle, edged on each 
side with a row of green vines. F i g 
and olive-trees are every where fre-
quent, high aloes skirt the road, and 
several villages are prettily inter-
spersed in the landscape. After jo l t -
ing for three quarters of an hour over 
a bad road, we arrived at Santa Se-
raphina, a solitary venta, at half past 
eight. This venta (for it is impos-
sible to transíate the word ) , like all 
the others which I have seen, is built 
over astable, and has a public sitting-



roora with a few bed-rooms opening 
into i t ; the former emitted a most 
offensive smell, and was embellished 
in different places with piles of p i -
geons' dung. Mount ing a ladder to 
sée, as we thought , an upper cham-
ber, we found a large pigeon-house; 
so that, even if we had received no 
other assurances, we might have been 
certain that the house was well stored 
with fleas. None of the rooms have 
any windows: the air and the light 
are equally excluded by wooden shut-
ters. lndeed I do not wonder that 
Fischer advises travellers rather to 
brave the August suns of Andalusia, 
than to pass long winter nights in 
these solitary and comfortless hovels. 
Our sheets were clean; and we how-
ever had every advantage of a light 
snpper. 

W e departed, as usual, at half past 



four o 'clock; passing for some time, 
through a cultivated and rather fer-
tile country, which at length changed 
to an absolute desert. W e proceeded 
lamentably slow over an indifferent 
road ; and passed Hospitalet, a venta 
near the ruins of a fort on the sea-
coast. Here we observed a patrole 
of soldiers setting out on the same 
route as ourselves; which excit ing 
our inquines, we found that we were 
approaching a district frcquented by 
banditti . The soldiers were return-
ing to their station, which was the 
house where we stopped to dine in 
the middle of the day, and where they 
arrived long before us. Tt was near 
tsvelve before we carne to this lonely 
mansión, which is built against the 
tower and walls of an ancient castle. 
I t aft'orded some fish (sardines) and 
an omelet; and we rcsted in it till 



three o'clock, when we again set for-
ward. The road was excellent all 
the way to the town where we slept, 
which was twelve miles off; but it 
lay through a country where every 
rock and every bush seemed to warn 
us of danger. On one side was the 
sea; on the other a range of barren 
rocks; and on both, betweeu the road 
and these objects, an irregular ground 
covered with dwarf, rosemary, and 
other underwood. This sameness of 
prospect is now and then varied by a 
straggling grove of p ines ; which, 
however, does not by any means give 
the country a more lively appear-
ance. At eight o'clock we arrived at 
a very clean posada in Perillo, hav­
ing travelled eight leagues ( thir ty-
two miles) in the course of the day. 

4th. W e left our inn at the usual 
time. The land about the town is 



cultivaíed, bu t our prospects soon 
became very dreary. W e advanced 
slowly across a barren heath to the 
bank of the Ebro, a fine broad river 
which rushes towards the sea with a 
yeilow muddy stream : the view be­
fore us is that of an ungenial country 
covered with carob-írees, and is ter-
minaíed more inlandby a barren ridge 
of grey rocks. As we were waiting 
for the ferry-boaí, or rather two boats 
with a platform over them, the wind 
swept very coldly across the desert. 
The ferrying business was managed 
with great adroitness; and we were 
ianded at La Posta, a miserable vil-
lago, íhe first dirty one we have seen 
in Spain. The country, as we pro-
ceed, is here and there enlivened by 
corn-fieíds; and every where covered 
by the algarrobo, or carob-trees, 
which are short and bushy, bearing 



long pods, which are eaten by the pigs 
as well as by the peasants. W e dined 
at a beautiful little village, built by 
the king, near the sea-side, and called 
from him San Carlos. A port is here 
constructed for fishing-boats ; but a 
long stretch of land, which renders 
these roads convenient for vessels of a 
larger size, has been the occasion of 
the foundation of the town. The 
works were discontinued in conse-
quence ofthewar with F r a n c e i n l ? 9 2 , 
and the church and many other build-
ings still'remain inan unfmished state. 

About eight miles from henee we 
passed the foot of the last mountain 
of Catalonia; and entered, by a bridge 
over a small dry course of a river, the 
kingdom of Valencia. The plain 
here widens with bilis in the distance, 
the cultivation improves, the road is 
beíter, and the change of dress im-



mediately sliews itself. The cosí.ame 
of Valencia is not perhaps quite so 
picturesque as that of the Catalans : 
but it is very much s o ; and is cer-
tainly more uncommon, and better 
suiíed to a hot climate. The Valen-
tians are tall and strong, with long 
black hair, and fine dark eyes; but 
they do not appear so h and so me as 
their neighbours. As we approached 
the town of Birsrosas, the country 
became exceedingly rich ; and near 
the town it is a perfect garden. The 
vines, hemp, corn, &c. are planted 
with the nicest regulari ty; and are 
interspersed with fig, palm, and other 
trees. All the peasants were busy at 
w o r k ; tr imming, hoeing, pruning, 
and watering the fields :—and all this 
cióse to the sea too ! The inn at Bin-
rosas is large, and is kept by an I ta ­
lian : we had the ill luck to arrive 



when every chamber was engaged 
except one ; which, as might be sup-
posed, was not the best. T w o tra-
vellers visited us almost as soon as we 
got in, who requested that their car-
riage might accompany ours to-mor-
row, as part of the road which we 
should be obliged to travel had lately 
been infested by robbers. When we 
retired to bed, about eleven, the 
whole town was resounding to the 
guitars, tamborines, and castanets, o 
the dancing peasantry. 

oth. Sunday The muleteers at-
tended mass this morning at four 
o'clock, in consequence of which our 
departure was delayed tíll a little after 
five. A volante, containing an I ta -
lian and a Dutchman ( the travellers 
with whom we spoke last n igh t ) 
joined us on the way. The road de- 5 

viates more than usual from the sea 



it is in admirable repair, and we pass-
ed along pleasantly, though without 
much variety, through a country fill-
ed with vineyards, and bounded on 
each side by a range of barren hills. 
On one of these we observed, in an 
elevated situation, the ruins of an an-
cient castle built in the Moorish 
wars. T h e towns here are more dirty 
than those of Catalonia. After a 
pause of three hours in the middle of 
the day, our party, consisting of three 
carriages and nine men, set forward 
again, and proceeded over the district 
said to be infested by the robbers. 
The road was excellent; and lay 
through a valley here and there pro-
ducing corn, bu t almost entirely co­
vered with carob, olive-trees, and 
underwood. The hills on each side 
are pleasing, and we could hardly 
conceive it a more dangerous spot 



than the lonely heath between Hos-
pitalet and Perillo. Our advanced 
guard was at one time thrown into a 
little alarm by the sudden appear-
ance of eight s toutmen (some carry-
ing guns) from the wood; but they 
passed us quietly, and we arrived 
about seven in perfect safety at a so-
litar y venta by the road-side. T h e 
exterior of this edifice was truly dis-
couraging; and to complete our mi-
sery, the Dutchman, with an activity 
of which we had no expectation, 
while our servant was haggling with 
the women below, skipped up stairs 
and took possession of the best room. 
Though wretched in itself, the venta 
is pleasantly situated, being sur-
rounded by a grove of olives, carobs, 
palms, and aloes. On one side is the 
sea at a few miles dis tance; on the 
other the hills aro pleasingly varied. 



and a ruinous castle on one of them 
is a promincnt and picturesque ob-
jec t in the scene. 

6th. As our muleteer promised to 
take us to-day as far as Morviedro, 
we were induced to rise by candle-
light andget into our carriage at three 
o'clock. In the course of the morn-
ing we traversed a dreary country, 
and passed over the Puente di Villa 
Reale, a very noble modern bridge 
across the nearly dry bed of a river. 
I n proceeding through the town of 
Castaneo, we could not help observ-
ing that we had taken leave of glass 
Windows. T h e houses here are rudé; 
generalíy one story high for the lower 
orders, and not more than two for 
the more opulent inhabitants: the 
window-shutters have small apertures, 
which are opened for air when the 
fceat requircs the former to be closed. 



I t is a clean and liyely town. As we 
left it, wc passed a convent ; and ob-
served that we had seen fewer of these 
edifices, and fewer clergy, in all the 
towns on the road except Tarragona, 
than we expected. A vast number 
of monumental crosses, chiefly of 
wood, about three feet high, atíract-
ed our attention to-day; though we 
have observed them less frequent in 
other places. The cross is erected 
on the spot where a murder, quarrel, 
or accident happened, and the parish 
huríes the dead. A superb road, en-
livened by the passing and repassing 
of industrious peasanls, and leading 
through a country well cultivated 
with vines, olives, carobs, beans, 
bearded wheat, &c. brought us about 
twelve o'clock to the cleanest venta 
we have met with in our journey. 

At three o'clock, the muleteers be-
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ing impatient, our cavalcade was 
again in motion. The day was dread-
fully h o t ; the road, if possible, im-
proved; yet we again met with the 
dull prospect of fields a Iittle culti-
vated, bu t every where covered by an 
orchard of carob-trees. An interest-
ing object, however, at length roused 
our at tent ion; the castle of Alme­
nara, admirably situated for defence 
upon a rock with three peaks, lofty, 
for the most part inaccessible, and 
entirely detached from the neighbour-
ing hil ls: the keep stands upon the 
topmost eminence, surrounded by 
out-works, which desee ud and extend 
themselves to the other two points, 
w here watch-towers are erected. W e 
wished we could have seen it more 
accurately. Neglect, and its exposed 
situation near the sea, seem to have 
conspired to leave nothing but the 
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mere she l l ; and even throngh this 
the tempest has made its way for 
many a winter. Fu l l of this ant i -
quity, we turned the córner of the 
rock on which it stands, and were in 
a moment called ofF to bchold a scene 
which nature, industry, imagination, 
and tnemory, all conspire to render 
one of the most delightful in the 
world. W e had been disappointed 
that, within twenty-five miles of V a ­
lencia, the country wore no extraor-
dinary aspect of fertility ; bu t uovv 
the piain of Valencia opens upon us, 
full of all the riches of nature,—vines, 
coró, vegetables, mulberries, carobs, 
olives, figs, &c . : some picturesque 
pahns in the fore-ground ; behind, a 
range of mountains beautifully slop-
i n g ; and at a great distance, the in-
sulated rock which bears the ruins of 
Saguntum :—all this viewed by the 
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g lowing t in t s of sun-set ! Tlie plain 
of Capua is always quoted as the 
most beautiful instance of fertility, 
and its pendant vines are certainly 
de l ic ious ; b u t here the prospect is 
more diversified, and infinitely more 
like a garden. All the vines and ve­
getables are arrangcd with the nicest 
precisión; channels are formed, and 
water flows to every part , either di-
rected from the rivers in the neigh-
bourhood, or drawn up from wells 
by mules. T h e varied colours and 
irregular groupes of trees are highly 
pleasing. W h a t a glorious t r iumph 
of nature and industry ! W h a t a de­
licious evening ! All the peasants 
carrying their plough's and their mat 
beds on their mules, and rc turning 
from their work singing. B u t as we 
walked along this noble road, it was 
not nature and industry alone which 



engaged our attention. At one end 
of the vista rises the castle of Alme­
nara ; at the other the rock, whose 
sides are interspersed with, and whose 
top is crowned by the ruins of Sa~ 
gun tum, consisting of rugged towers 
and emhattled walls, which are very 
numerous and picturesque. At its 
foot stands the town of Morviedro ; 
by the road side is an ancient mau-
soleum, with a cross rising above i t ; 
and near it a rude obelisk, built o f 
irregular stones, and bearing four 
coats of arms, signifying the spot 
where the dioceses of Valencia, M a ­
jorca, Portosa, and Segorba, meet 
and are separated. T h e costume of 
the peasants adds greatly to the h igh 
iatercst of the scene. W e found a 
good pasada ai Morv ied ro ; where 
we. drank tea, and slept comfort-
abiy. 
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J u n c 7 t h . W e aróse early this morn-
ing, and at six a guide attended 
us to the ruins of Saguntuin. W e 
were anxious to see the architectural 
taste of a Román town so Car removed 
from the seat of the arts ; but of this 
there reinain only slight traces. Sa-
guntum was admirably situated for 
luxury and defence: it stood upon 
a steep rock; which, detaehed from 
the neighbouring ridge of hills, pro-
jects boldly into the fertile plain of 
Valencia. Its station was not too 
high for convenience, and high 
enough for security.. The principal 
object which relnajns of it, is the' 
theatre ; without doubt the rudcst 
fragment of antiquity that í have any 
where seen. The seats, all brokenand 
chipped, are formed out of the same 
stone, and have almost the appear-
ance of part of the rock : its height is 



nearly the same as that of the larger 
theatre of Pompeia ; b u t this rises 
more suddenly, and has the pecu-
liarity of three rangos of vomitones, 
besides the doors of the upper corri-
dor. I t is evident that the pro-ce-
nium must have been where the road 
passes at present; and what is now 
called the stage, which has been di-
vided into several parts by walls, 
must be the r emnan to f the architec-
tural scene. There are twenty-seven 
ranges of seats under the upper cor-
r idor : and the circular part of the 
theatre is placed, as is usual, against 
the side of the hill, from whence the 
rich plain of Almenara, terminated 
by its ancient castle, is entirely com-
manded. The theatrical spectators 
of London and Paris have never en-
joyed so superb a scene as those of 
Sagun tum; and I think if it could 



l»e transportcd, it would go far to re-
eoucile us all to the unity of place. 
This edifice is so constructed, that a 
person speaking at the end of the 
stage in a low voice, is easily under-
stood in the uppermost seáis. W e 
des i red our g u i d e t o s p e a k someíhing 
for this purposc ; upon which he 
immediately began the Ave Maria. 

Ascending higher, we entered the 
Moorish fortifications which crown 
the long ridge of these rocks. Here 
we were introduced to a few rude 
ant iqui t ies: which were ehiefly the 
pavements of temples, the bases of 
half a dozen columns, and some in-
seriptions of the times of the Cesars, 
all of the grey stone of the place. 
Only two remains of marhle are vi­
sible : the capital of an Ionio, pillar, 
in a corrupt and loaded style; and a 
small statUe of a priesf, which has 



Iost its head, bu t is not wi thout 
grace. W e were informed that about 
twenty years ago an excavation was 
attempted among the ruins by an 
Englishman, who was very active, 
and wrote a great deal. H e disco-
vered the lonic capital, some coins, 
aud the pavement of a temple. Since 
his eríbrt, no one has made any at-
tempt, till six years back ; when Don 
de Pach, a Castilian, archbishop of 
Saragossa, visited this place, conti-
nued two days living with the hermit, 
and broke u p the giound around the 
tower of Hercules, which stands on 
the highest part of the rock. He 
found a skeleton and some coins : 
the latter he took a w a y ; declaring 
that if he were archbishop of V a ­
lencia, he would build a palace on 
this spot. The coins which are some­
tí mes found here, are purchased by 



the procurator of Morviedro, who 
has a collection. The king, in his 
late tour , inspected these ruins : 
which in consequence experienced 
the loss of an ancient statue that had 
rernained here for ages ; his majesty 
ordering it to be removed to ornameut 
the custom-house of Valencia. \S hen 
the Moors got possession of this sta-
tio.% they seized upon the stones of 
the amphitheaíre, and perhaps many 
other ancient buildings, and con­
structed with them towers and a great 
extent of fortificaíion : many parts 
of this work however, particularly 
the battlements, are formed entirely 
of a strong composition made with 
lime and sinall stones. N e a r t h e pa-
vement of the temple of Diana (as it 
is cal led), and in other places, ave 
circular rangos of stones like wells, 
having a tree in the centre of each. 



Here, our guide informed us, the 
women of Saguntum bu raed them-
selves and their eftects when the city 
was taken by Hannibal. 

T h e vicw of the plain of Valencia 
from the hermitage which is built 
among íhe ruins, is the tinest p ro­
spect of íhe kiud I ever beheld. The 
beáutiful vendure, íhe neatness and 
imnieuse extent of cultivation, the 
faint white íowers of the capital daily 
seen at a distance, íhe bright blue 
sea stretching along the horizon and 
meeíing every where a garden on its 
banbs, formed a scene which was ad-
mired by us even after the wouders 
which we had seen in Italy. 

On our return ío ííie posada, we 
looked into a coíiage which was en-
íirely full of silk-worms in íheir ver­
micular, spinning, and g rub staíes. 
A girl told us that last year she had 



derived from three pounds and a 
half of silk-worms (wrapped up in 
their p roduce) , two ouncesand three 
quarters of silk. W e set forth at 
about ten o'clock to traverse the rich 
plaia to Valencia, which is three 
leagues disfant. The road is mag-
nificent, and we were kept in con-
síant admiration. As we approached 
the capital of the province, towns 
and scattered houses of the rustie 
gardeners began to make a frequent 
appearance : the latter are thatched, 
and have small wooden crosses on 
their roofs. A fine convent of Ber-
nardines was on our left, with a 
garden of palm-trees. W h e n we 
entered the suburbs, these instant l j 
ceased, and we found ourselves in a 
scene as new and surprising as if íirst 
landing in a foreign country. W e 
were upon a large bridge over the 



bed of a river, at present almost dry. 
Three other bridges were in view, 
ornamented with saints under cano-
pies: leading to a picturesque city, 
surrounded by ancient foríifications, 
with a gothic ga teway; and shewing 
a vast many antique towers, houses, 
and some bronze-tiled domes above 
the walls. All this filled us with 
asíonishment ; but we entered only 
to wonder more. Here we saw nar -
row streeís, people in strange cos-
tumc, frequent gothic edifices, shops 
with large paintings of saints for their 
signs, and seldom having glass in the 
Windows, awnings stretched across 
the way, and projecting lattices: in-
deed, after this, I can no longer en-
tertain t he common idea, that an 
En2,lishraan takcs his leave of all 
grand subjects of surprise after h e 
has spent his first day at Calais. 



W e pul u p at the Tres Reges, tiie 

Fonda de la Par ( t he best inn ) being 

eníirely full. W e found the rooms 

bearing the ñames of saints; and 

over the house door was inscribed 

" Sancti tres Reges, Gaspar, M e l -

chior, & Balthasar, orate pro nobis, 

nunc & in hora mortis nosirse." An 

almanac is uailed up in the passage, 

to teíl when the sacramerix is exposed 

in the churches. 

At six o'clock we attended the the­

atre ; and in our way thither observ-

ed many shop-keepers sitting on their 

counters, and playing their guiíars. 

W e paid a pesetta each, and were 

shewn into an empty pit : indecd 

the number of persons in the whole 

house might easily have been count-

ed. The stage is small, and the 

house remarkably ill-constrocted ; it 

is twelve boxes in leiigíb, three stories 



high, and the pi t only fifteen paces 
broad : the boxes are entirely open, 
with wooden balustrades ; the whole 
painted white. The comedy per-
formed was La Reconciliación di Jos 
dos Hermanos ( the Bir th-Day, as re-
preseníed at Covent Gardcn) , taken 
or raíher abridged from Kotzebue. 
The sceuery was new, but badly 
pa in íed; and the acting execrable, 
totally without spirit. T o me the 
audiencc seemed to be asleep. The 
prompíer, shewing his head in the 
froní ;>f the sía<re without anv con-
cealment, appeared much the most 
prominent character in the p iecc ; 
and his drouing voice, nearly as loud 
as that of the actors, was heard re-
citing the play from beginning to 
end. The partition between the 
house and the street is so thin (and 
what rendered this more unfortu-. 



naíe, is the situation of the theatre 
near the city ga te ) that at every 
moment, in the most iníeresting 
scenes of the comedy, carriages were 
heard passing, mules j i ng l ing their 
bells, and at one time the guard ex-
amining a passport, was louder than 
the prompter. There was hardly a 
laugh, and not one applause during 
the whole performance. The Spanish 
translator has turned the hearty híunt 
J ack J u n k (as he appears on our 
stage) into an oíd forlora sailor, who 
looked like Robinson Crusoe on the 
desert island. After the play a volero 
was danced with considerable spirif, 
succeeded by a song badly perform-
ed ; and the amusements were finish-
cd by a stupid farce, in which the 
humour consisted in a servant who 
conceals himself behind a side-scene, 
from which he continually looks out, 



and makes remarks upon what is 
said on the stage. At ten o'clock 
the whole performance was over. 
This theatre has been buil t about 
ten years : i t is large enongh ; bu t it 
js intended to erect a new one in a 
more handsome and convenient style. 



C H A P . I V . 

Valencia.—Its Buildings. — Convent of San 
Francesco. Cathedral. Archbishop. --— 
View from the Tovver.—Religious Concert. 
Corpus-Christi Day.—Processions at Valen­
cia and Madrid. 

June Slh. 

W E walked through severa! 
antique and curious streets to the 
Plaza de San Francesco, which is a 
sort of market for job-coachmen and 
mule-masíers. After surveying their 
carriages, and hear ing their oíFers, 
we visited the convent of St. Fran-
cis. T h e church is dark and ugly : 
the cloister, however, amply reward-
ed our trouble. I t is plain, b u t no­
ble in its proportions and extent ; 
and the enclosure is full of luxuriant 



oranges and palms, which cast a de -
lightful shade. The walls are paint-
cd better than usual, with the Ufe 
and miracles of St. Francis :—they 
are beyond all wonder ! — " things 
unattempted yet by land or sea." 
Over the door of the cells, which 
open into an internal passage, are 
inscriptions signifying the different 
offices of the friars; and, at the same 
time, displaying their taste in poeti-
cal composition. I remember one 
of them— 

" Hic moderator adest conventi pervig'd hujus!" 

T h e cathedral is a large edifice; 
the tower, lantern, and gates of which 
are in a good Gothic style. T h e 
body of the church has been rebuilt 
in the Italian tas te : it is neat and 
not unpieasing as to its ornaments ; 
b u t is only striking from its extent, 
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A very venerable choir filis the greater 
pa r t of the church ; and the altar is 
of solid silver. T h e archbishop ?s 
palace is perhaps the best house in 
the city, though it is buil t of plaister 
white-washed. T h e present prelate 
Campani, is of Italian origin, though 
a Spaniard by bir th : he is seventy-
two years of age, b u t looks younger. 
I n his youth he was a Franciscan 
friar, from whence he rose to be ge ­
neral of the order, and archbishop of 
Valencia. His annual revenue is 
about three hundred thousand dol­
lars, arising from lands ; and he has 
three villas in the neighbourhood of 
the city, in one of which he resides 
nearly half the year, coming here 
only on festivals and days of cere-
mony ; his whole residence in his pa­
lace at Valencia is perhaps for three 
months, and he gcnerally spends 



about four with the cour t at Madr id . 

His esfablishment comprises abovc 

íbr ty servanís. An arch is thrown 

From his palace across the street to 

the cathedral, so that he comes to 

church without either carriage or 

procession. He has the character of 

great aus te r i ty ; añd his looks accord 

with his character. 

The custom-house is a common-

place building, b u t is much admired 

he re ; ñor is it tó be wondered that 

at Valencia, where thc.houses are so 

eccentric, a piece of regularity should 

be an object of admiration. 

W e ascended the tower of the ca­

thedral, and from thence enjoyed a 

noble prospect of the surrounding 

country and the sea at half a league's 

distance. N o \ i ew can be richer 

than this, the fields exhibit ing altér­

nate carpets of the finest verdure and 
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the brightest yellow, interspersed 
with groves of olives, figs, and palms; 
towns, viilages, and scattered houses: 
bu t from this spot, which is near the 
middle of the city, the country is at 
too greaí a distance to observe all the 
niceties of the planting, training, and 
irrigating the land § which makes me 
prefer the view from the hermitage 
of Saguntum, where a scene or raíhcr 
map of feríility is-closely submitted 
to the eye, and wliere it is less dis-
tracted by the mixture of villages 
and houses. 

T h e convent of St. Domingo has 
a dome of bright bronze tiles, which 
is a new wonder among the strange 
sights around us. *• The rest of the 
building is oíd and shabby; yet it is 
impossible not to walk with pleasure 
in the decayed Gothic cíoister, the 
arches of which are full of mullion 



work, and the enclosure well shaded 
with large orange trees. 

I n the evening we passed the gate 
of Serranos, by which we had entered 
yesterday, to enjoy again the prospect 
which had so much surprised us. 
Valencia is realiy aforeign city, and 
one of another century Standing 
on the side of the suburbs, and seeing 
the four dark bridges, the long line 
of low fortification, the heayy gate-
house, the rude towers and palm 
trees rising above the walls, we either 
entirely forget Europe , or that we 
exist in 1803. T h e sun-set was 
magnificent to-night . W e walked 
by the bank of the Guadalaviar to 
the Alameda, which is quite an east-
ern prospect, exhibiting two alleys 
of embowering trees, surrounded by 
numero us plantations of palms. Here 



we observed about a dozen carriages 
driven slowly up and down, of all 
fashions except the English. T h e 
Pla^za de Catedral presented a curious 
spectacle in the evening, a concert 
being per formed there in honour of 
to-morrovv's festival of Corpus-
Christi. On this occasion the whole 
square was covered with awnings, 
and brillíantly i l luminated: on one 
side of it a number of t r iumphal cars, 
carrying images of saints, were ar-
ranged in a line ; and I could not 
bu t observe that the Virgin had two 
candles burning before her, while 
the chariot which cavried the Deity 
was totally in the dark. A band was 
stationed in these machines, and ano-
ther in the balcony of the town-hall, 
playing alternately to a considerable 
coucourse of people. The scene was 



very novel and extraordinary; but it 
reminded me rather of a tea-garden 
frolic, than of a religious celebration. 

J u n e 9. Corpus-Ghristi d a y . — W e 
were awakened this morning by a 
violent r inging of bells; and upon our 
leaving the inn, we found the streets 
thronged with people of all ranks in 
their gala clothes, and many in mas-
querade dresses. T h e peasants were 
as picturesque as possible, in their 
broad-brimmed hats with gold tas-
seis, white shirt, kelt, and sandals, 
and their jackets with long ribands 
instead of buttons, hanging carelessly 
over their shoulders ; all who could 
afford it had silk cloaks, this being 
the established day for put t ing on 
summer apparel. The higher ranks 
were full dressed, with bags and 
swords, and mixed with the crowds 



which moved every where without 
noise or confusión. 

As we proceeded to the cathedral, 
we were astonished to find a number 
of gigantic and ridiculous figures of 
raen and wonien, Moors and Egyp-
tians, set out directly opposite to the 
t r iumphal saints; and we were still 
more surprized to hear that they were 
to be carried in the same procession 
this evening. T h e church was lilled 
with people, the sacrament exposed 
on the altar, the canons in the choir, 
habited in purple soutans and hoods, 
were singing to a noble organ, assist-
ed by a powerful band of other in­
strumenta. The archbishop presided, 
and wore over his purple the blue 
and white riband of the royal order 
of Carlos I I I . , which the king put 
on with his own band when the 
court was at Valencia last year. The 



morning passed in observing similar 
acts of festivity and devotion in other 
places; and at four o'clock in the 
evening, we took possession of a win-
dow near the cathedral to witness the 
solemn procession of the Corpus-
Christi, which, upon the whole, was 
the grandest Roman-catholic exhibi-
tion I h a v e ever seen. All thestreets 
were crowded ; and the windows of 
the archbishop's palace, situated op-
posite to us, were decorated wi th 
draperies of crimson damask. Small 
proccssions kept moving to the ca­
thedral, carrying the images of the 
diíTerent parish churches and convenís 
to íhe general rendezvous. Every 
house had its saints new dressed and 
placed in conspicuous situaííons ; 
we saw a considerable number, be-
sides several relies, in íhaí in which 
we were stationed. The soldiers with 



difficulty made a passagethrougb the 
c rowd for the triiunphal cars, eacli 
drawn by four fine mules, and each-
eontaining at least ten persons. 
These machines are ngly, resembling 
boats with wheels; and their repre-
sentations are badly exccuted, and 
shamefully disgusíing. They are so 
uninanageable, that this day of fes-
tivity has never passed with out an 
accident ; a circumstance which has 
induced the archbishop to atternpt 
the omission of them, as well as of 
the ludicrous scene which I shali af-
terwards describe; but the people 
are headsirong in retainining their 
favourite part of the féte. 

The first machine contains a re­
presentación of the Tritiity, and of 
Adam and Eve expelled from Para-
dise ; between these effigies a set of 
boys dance with hoops and bells. 



The second has the Virgin ; the third 
F a i t h ; the fourth St. Vincent, by 
whose iníerposition Valencia is s u p -
posed to have been delivered from 
the M o o r s ; the fifth St. M i c h a e l ; 
and the sixth the De vil. On the 
stages or platforms of the five former 
are, as I have mentioned, groupes of 
dancing boys; but his satanic majesty 
has a different accompaniment. O n 
his stage the seven mortal sins are 
represented by masks, the foremost 
among whom is Fornication dancing 
to a fiddle, and exhibiting every sort 
of indecency. These puppet-shews 
proceeded in full gallop towards t he 
ca thedra l ; and we soon received the 
melancholy intelligence that one of 
them had rushed by a person who 
was standing against a wall, and had 
absolutely torn his bowels out. 

About five o'clock a cart was 



brougbt th rough the streets filled 
with orange leaves, which were scat-
tered in the path of the procession; 
and at íhe end of another half hour 
the pageant began^to shew itself be­
fore our window. I t had made the 
íour of the whole city, and was now 
on its return ío íhe cathedral. I í 
appeared nearly in íhe í'ollowing OR­
DER : Gigantic figures of gentlemen, 
ladies, Moors, and Egyptians, pre­
ceded by outré characters with enor-
mous heads. Saints from the parish 
churches dressed in tawdry clothes, 
and attended by the priests and chief 
inhabitants in full dress, together 
with dancing boys and music. Scrip-
íure characters: Moses with .the l aw; 
Aaron in pontifical robes, with the 
b u d d i n g r o d ; David with h i s h a r p ; 
Sampson with Goliaíh 's head ; J o -
shua with the sun in his h a n d ; Abra-



•ham with Isaac bearing the faggots; 
Noah carrying the dove; and Ba-
laam on his ass. Then followed the 
convenís of the city : the monks of 
the Holy Trini ty ( in whiíe soutans, 
with black robes and hoods marked 
with blue crosses); the Capuchins 
(b rown) ; Carmeíites (brown wiíh 
white cloaks); Benedictines, or black 
m o n k s ; fr iarsofSt. Francis of Paolo 
(b l ack ) ; Franciscans (some in grey, 
others i n b l u e ) ; Mercenarian friáis 
(whi te with small red crosses); black 
canons of St. Augustin ; Dominicans 
(whiíe with black cloaks), &c. all 
carrying their saints and candles, and 
chant ing as they walked. Priests : 
the four evangelists in masquerade ; 
they passed so quickly that we had 
only time to observe St. Luke with a 
bull 's head. Priests again: three 
large gilt eagles wa lk ing ; priests 



and canons of the cathedral carrying 
solid silver síatues of saints ; noble-
men and gentlemen in full dress ; 
the Host (or Corpus-Christ i ) in a 
high Gothic frame-work of gold, 
under a rich canopy, surroundcd by 
a blaze of candios; the four sénior 
canons of the ca thedra l ; the mitre 
on a crimson cushion; the arch­
bishop walking bare headed, with 
his crosier in his hand ; gentlemen 
of the archbishop carrying his red 
velvet chair of s ta te ; nobles of the 
c i ty ; the governor and general with 
candles. The procession concluded 
with a detachment of soldiers. On 
the entrance of the host into the 
church there was a discharge of ar-
tillery. 

W e had an advantage in its being 
evening before the procession passed; 
which, as all the monks, &c. carried 



cantiles, considerably increased the 
effect. T h e moment when the silver 
i m ages went by, and the machine 
containing the host turned the cór­
ner of the street, and was fully op -
posed to us with the reflection of so 
many lights, it presented a splendid 

- spectacle. 
As soon as this pageant (which 

lasted three hours) had closed, we 
hastened to the cathedral. T h e 
crowd and pressure were dreadful; 
but the sight was grand beyond de-
scription. This large building was 
lighted up in the most fanciful and 
richest manner ; and the Gothic lan-
tern had a particularly beauíiful ef­
fect, and the high altar entirely of 
silver, blazed with innumerable can­
tiles. A loud and noisy chorus of 
rcjoicing was s inging as I entered, 
accompanied by organs, fiddles, &c. 



and when this confusión of tongues 
and sounds had tinished, the arch­
bishop ate íhe object of adoraíion, 
the Corpus Christi, having previous-
ly elevated ií before íhe people. He 
was surrounded by tapera, incensé, 
and priests in glií tering robes, and 
seemed acíually enveloped in a flood 
of lighí. He íhen assumed his mitre, 
gave íhe benedicíion, and the piece 
concluded, the most pompólas thaí I 
have ever seen. 

A lively traveller, speaking of these 
religious processions in Madr id , says: 
T h e religious processions are mana-
ged here with great magnificence, 
and may indeed be íermcd one of 
the principal amusements of the 
people. Sometimes it is the relie of 
a marfyr, someíimes of a female 
saint, and even of an aposíle, or a 
primitive faíher of íhe church. The 
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invaluable skull, or arm, or finger is 
carried through the streets encased 
in gold, and covered with a canopy, 
and the people throw themselves oa 
their knees as it approaches them. 
Bu t great is the j o y when the entire 
body of a saint, or a whole bag of 
holy bones is the subject of the piece. 
Notice is publicly given of the streets 
through which the procession is to 
pass, and the inhabitants hang over 
their balconies rich carpets and vel-
vet curiaras, at the same time tha t 
they are crowded with women dress-
ed in théir finest clothes. Firs t 
marches a band of music p laying 
solemn tunes ; then choristers who 
chant an thems ; and they are fol-
lowed by a long double row of monks, 
with lighted tapers, and generally 
cloathed in white. A t length a p -
pears the holy relie, carried by six 
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or eight s turdy priests, on a shrine of 
massy silver, and shaded from the 
night air by a rich canopy of silk. 
A priest precedes it, swinging a sil-
ver censer, which throws out clouds 
of perfume, and walking backwards, 
tha t he may not seem to shew any 
disrespect to the sacred bones. A 
eompany of soldiers with fixed bayo-
tiets closes the procession ; and happy 
are they who are chosen for this ser-
vice, not only on.account of the ho-
liness of the office, but also because 
they are paid a quarter of a dollar 
each. A vast crowd of both sexes, 
and of every age and condition, fol-
low the whole with heads uncovered. 
I saw the relies of Santa Barbara 
thus carried and thus attended. I t 
was on the very same day and hour, 
some thousand years ago, as every 
body weÚ knoxvs, t ha t she was carried 



u p into heaven, being a part icular 
favourite of the Holy Virgin. For-
tunately she left behind her all her 
clothes, even to the shoes on her feet, 
and the jewels in her hair, and which 
it need not be doubted have cvcr 
since been scrupulously preserved. I 
The place of the body was supplied 
by the image of a handsome young 
woraan, richly dressed, reposing on 
a couch of silver, and her hcad en-
circled w k h golden rays ; bu t I was 
astonished to find that fcmale dress 
had undergone so Iittle variation in 
Spain for these last thousand years. 
Santa Barbara might have gone to 
court without being stared at, and 
even her shoes, which were ©f red 
morocco leather, I should have ima-
gined had been made only a few days 
before, had not two long rows of 
tapers, a band of soldiers, and a 



kneeling multi tude, sufficiently prov-
ed that they could not be less than a 
rnillenium oíd. A church had been 
previously illuminated, and prepared 
for her reception, and rockets were 
fired in constant succcssion, until 
she was safely lodged before the 
grand altar. Here she lay in state, 
until at least one fourth of the popu-
lation of Madrid had passed in review 
through the church, and paid their 
devotions at her shrine. I held up 
a little girl in my arms, that she 
might see over the heads of the 
crowd, and during this time some 
pious Spaniard took an opportuni ty 
of picking my pocket, under the very 
nose of Santa Barbara. This was 
the price I paid for beholding the 
mummeries played off before this 
great wooden dolí. I was hardly less 
fortúnate on another occasion. R e -



turning home one evening, I noticed 
a crowd at the córner of a street lis— 
tening to a friar, who was haranguing 
them from under the pent-house of a 
door : full of curiosity, I mingled 
with the rest, and heard a serious 
discourse, solemnly delivered. T o -
ward the cióse of his harangue, how-
ever, he tapped on the door behind 
h im; a small wicket in it was opened, 
and a crucifix and lighted taper were 
handed o u t : these he hcld up with 
vehemence, and gestures, and excla-
mations, and in an instant down cara 
all present on their knees, except my-
self, who remained standing for a few 
moments, surprized by the unexpect-
edness of the manceuvre. A violent 
t u g on the coat, however, was soon 
a sufficient hint, and I was obliged 
to kneel in the dirt among the rest 
B u t after this I took great care to» 
avoid all such pious crowds. 



W e have been well amused afe 
Valenc ia ; for, independen! of the 
splendid folly of its festival, it is a 
town full of the traces of antkfuity 
and peculiarity. I t is different from. 
any place which I have seen before 
or since; and, though no where mag-
niíicent, it is every where curious 
and interesting. 
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Koute to Madrid.—Almanzor.—A new Ven­
ta.—Desert country.—Banditti.— La Man­
cha.—Country church.—Ocana.—Aranjuez. 
—Approach to Madrid. 

June lOíA. 

W E had made an ar range-
ment yesterday in the Plaza de San 
Francesco to be conveyed (be ing 
four persons in number) in a coach 
with six mules and two drivers to 
Madr id in se ven days, s topping at 
Aranjuez, for which we were to pay 
thir ty-eight doubloons. This morn-
íng at six o'clock we commenced 
our journey, and passed forward on 
an excellent road, with high league-
stones, t h rough a noble avenue. The 
rich plain at tended us about ten 



miles, and our coach formed a de-

lightful contrast to the exposed 

springless volantes in which we had 

lately travelled. W e went through 

many towns and villages ; and at the 

posada of Montarral , five leagues 

and a half ñora Valencia, we staid 

from twelve to three o'clock ; but in 

spite of the bounty of nature which 

surrounded it, we could only obtain 

a few eggs and some bad bread and 

wine. After dinner we took a short 

survey of the country, which was 

cultivated, though without trees. 

M a n y fields were flooded and plant-

ed with rice. D u r i n g the day the 

weather was dreadfully hot. l u the 

evening we saw at a distance the 

finely situated town of San Felippe, 

with the castle above it, built on t w o 

pinnacles of rock, with communicat-

iug works and walls ranging down 



the side of it. About eight o'clock 

we arrived at a neat venta (del 

Conde) standing by the road, wi th 

a village near i t ; bu t notwithstand-

ing its promising appearance, it 

could not furnish us with milk for 

our tea : ñor could we obtain any 

thing to take with us from the vil­

lage, W e have become, however, 

pretíy well accustomed to such disap-

pointinents in these " fine climates, 

and gardens of the ear th ." O u r 

day's journey has been nine leagues, 

about thirt}^ six English miles. 

11 tli. W e set out this morning at 

a Iittle after four o'clock. The road 

was admirable ; bu t the country re-

lapsed into an absolute desert. At 

first we had rough groves of olives 

and carobs between the road and the-

xange of hills on each side ; now an*L 
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then we saw a field of shabby cora,, 

and even a rich vale or two ; we pass-

ed no villages, ñor scarcely any ha-

bitations. After dining at an indif-

ferent venta (de P u e n t o ) , we rested 

from eleven to two o'clock, having ac-

complished five leagues and a half 

the house only aíForded had wine and 

bread, bad water, and a few eggs, 

In the evening we entered tbe king-

dom of Murcia , which, in the part 

through which we journeyed,presents 

an unvarying scene of desert hills 

and rocks covered with rosemary and 

furze. I never surveyed so lamenta­

ble a prospect ; the plain of Alman-

zor is hardly an exception to this 

p i c tu re : it ís vast, surrounded by 

barren hills, here and there shewing 

a poor crop of corn, bu t for the 

most part feeding flocks of sheep and 



goats. The town consists of a small 
collection of brown plaister houses, 
with a Iittle castle situated on a knoll 
of rock, which in a curious manner 
suddenly ju ts out from the plain. 
Near this stands an obelisk to com-
memorate the battle fought h e r e ; 
which affords but a mean display of 
generosity on the part of the mo-
narch, who owed his throne to the 
event it records. 

W e continued to traverso this 
bleak country till eight o'clock, when 
we arrived at a neat new venta, im-
properly enough called de la Vega . 
As this is a fair specimen of those 
which have been lately erected, I 
shall be particular in describing i t . 
T h e lower story is one room, wi th a 
large arch on each side, so tha t car-
riages can drive through i t : the 
room on one side of the thoroughfare 



serves as a kitchen, and on the other 
as a coach-house. Above stairs is a 
long passage with a chirnney at the 
end, and three apartments on each 
side, each with two beds in alcoves or 
recesses, and with wooden shutters 
instead ofglass in the windows; the 
stable is in a yard behind. These 
houses are sufficiently corafortable in 
every respect exceptas to provisions, 
and are a great improvement on the 
oíd ventas and posadas, of which we 
have had so often reason to com-
plain. 

J u n e 12th. Sunday. Mass was cele­
brated this morning at four, in a 
little chapel in the venta, by a friar 
who had arrived the evening before 
for that purpose. The muleteers 
were ready about half an hour after-
wards. The same dreary prospect 
which first broke upon us yesterday, 



continued all to-day, varying a Iittle 
now and then, but always threatening 
famine or robbers. As we proceed-
ed, groves of cork-trees became more 
frequent; and we discovered from a 
Iittle eminence that we should soon 
be enveloped in a considerable wood. 
From this spot we could see the road 
pursuing its sírait direction for many 
leagues ; but here we deviated from 
it, and traversed the wood towards 
the venta, where we were to rest dur­
ing the middle of the day. W e 
could observe by two volantes j o in -
ing our caravan, and some other 
circnmstances, tha t this was a danger-
ous pass : indeed it is admirably 
adapted for the depredations of 
banditti on horseback; the screens 
of underwood which mingle with the 
cork-trees are sufficient to conceal 
them, and at the same time they in 



general grow in sucli distinct thick-
ets as to leave a passagc betweea 
them, among the intricate windings 
of thousands of which, spread over a 
\ a s t snrface of country, a flying band 
of robbers niight almost defy pur-
suit. About twelve o'clock we 
carne to a venta in the tbickest part 
of the wood : it is called Rincón 6 
Pozo de la Pena, and is six leagues 
from the venta de la Vega . I t af-
forded rice, salt fisb, and some wine, 
which was almost too bad to drink. 
T h e inhabitants of this remote spot 
were ciad in their Sunday appa re l ; 
and the hair of the women was or-
namented with large combs of basket 
work. W e set out again at three. 
The wood here has a mixture of 
pines, and breaks out into rocks and 
denles for a few miles. U p o n leav-
ing these, we entered on vast and 
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drearyplains, affording no th ingbut a 
scanty pasturage to the flocks of 
sheep and goats tha t range over 
them. At half past seven we ar-
rived at Albacete, a considerable 
town with a manufactory of knives, 
stilettos, and other articles of cutle-
ry. T h e posada was unfortunate-
ly undergoing a repair, so that we 
were forced to put up with a 
wretchedbed-room. W e were able, 
however, to procure a sufficient 
supply of provisions. T h e white 
bread and oranges were remarkably 
good. 

13th. T h e carriage was ready at 
a quarter before four this morning, 
the muleteers being determined to 
arrive at La Roda in time for mass, 
as it was St. Anthony 's day. T h e 
master of the posada told the servant 
tha t we were the first Englishraen he 
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liad seen for fourteen years. W e left 
Albacete by an avenue of mulberries, 
and entered on a flat unproductive 
country. A few leagues furtlier we 
met a strong detachment of cavalry 
patrol ing the road, in consequence 
of a daring robbery which had jus t 
been committed on a nobleman who 
was bringing his bride to court from. 
Barce lona: he had a numero us re-
t inue ; the banditt i were twelve in 
number, andcomrlete ly armed. Soon 
after passing Ginette, we found our-
-selves in the celebrated province of 
I.a M a n c h a : the country before us 
cont inuing as flat and dreary as be­
fore. The mode of driving practised 
by our muleteers is very remarkable: 
one of them holds a short whip and 
the reins, which are merely attached 
to the pair of mules which are next 
the carriage ; the other sits by him 



with his lap full of stones, which, 

when he wishes them to trot, he very 

cxpertly pelts at the lieads of the 

leaders; and in case they seem in-

clined to quit the road on accountof 

such violent treaíment, he is ready 

to j u m p down to pievent an acci-

dent. 

W e entered La Roda a Iittle after 

ten o'clock by an avenue. It is a poor 

desert town like the res t ; the pcsa.la, 

however, is new and clean. Dur ing 

our stay here I visited íhe church ; a 

modera fabric, though in some parts 

the traces of ancient clustered pilláis 

may be discoveied ; over the cntrance 

is written on a board : " El Yllmo. 

Don Filipe Solano Dipnissimo Obispo 

di Cuenca, Anno 1792;" and, on an-

other near ií, as far as I could rnaka 

it out, the ñame of íhe Cura, or per­

haps deán of the church. It has a 
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choir for a considerable number of 
priests, with an oigan over it at the 
west end ; the nave is spacious, and 
has two side-aisles. A t the eastern 
extremiíy is a heavy gil í a l tar-piece; 
there are also several other altars a i 
the sities., and against the pilláis, all 
rudely ornamented. One of the cha­
péis has a picíure of the " Adoration 
of the M a g i , " of some m e r i t ; a vast 
many banners and other machinery, 
the pomp, no doubt, of the Corpus-
Christi procession were lying about 
in diíFerent parts of the church. W e 
dined well to-day on the provisions 
furnished by Albace te ; bu t the wine 
of La Roda could hardly be made 
palatable, even with the addition of 
sugar and lemon. J u s t as we were 
setting out, a lady of distinction ar-
rived in an antique coach, with at-
tendants, and four ho r se -gua rds . 
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T h e road eontinued excel lent ; and 
the prospect the same desert, flat 
cxpanse ; though towards evening i t 
was diversified by a large wood of 
pineasters. In this country it is im-
possible to distinguish friends from 
foes, as all travellers go well armed. 
W e met jus t here half a dozenhorse-
meiij many of whom had swords and 

-pistols b u t they passed us quietly, 
and were probably travellers like our-
selves, as we afterwards saw peasants 
r iding on asses, armed in the same 
way . Ven ta de P inaz , where we 
slept, has been lately built by [the 
lord of the m a n o r : is the largest on 
t he road ; and notwithstanding the 
noble donna had sent forward to 
bespeak the best rooms, our accom-
modations were very comfortable. 

14th. T h e road to-day was, as usu­
al, exce l len t ; and the country pre-

M 2 



sented the same level and desert a p -
pearance, except tha t a Iittle culti­
vation is attempted around the towns , 
which are built of mud and plaister. 
T h e only interesting objects with 
which we have met in de Mancha, 
are its windmills, rendered famous 
by the exploits of Don Quixote. W e 
had seen none before we entered this 
province ; but here scarcely a village 
is to be seen wi thout a group of 
them ; they are built of stone, wi th 
thaíched tops. 

W e rested dur ing thehea to f the day 
at Pedronoso, whose posada only af-
forded some bread and a Iittle milk ; 
in the neighbourhood of this town a 
j a r manufactory is carried on. I n 
the evening we passed La Mot t a della 
Cuervo, another considerable mud-
town, with about a dozen windmills, 
and the most classical we have met 



with, siace from the eminence on 
which they stand, the spire of E l 
Toboso is plainly distinguished. A t 
eight o'clock we stopped at the dirty 
posada of Puin tamar , where we ob-
tained some pigeons for supper ; but 
the beds were horrible. Upon car­
rying the lamp near them, we saw 
the bugs coursing each other over 
the dirty sheets, in most terrific squa-
drons ! and upon lifting up our eyes 
to the wall near the bed's-head, we 
beheld all the little specks upon its 
surface, which at first sight seemed 
splashes of dirt, were animated,—all 
buffs! W e immediatelv called for 
the master of the house; bu t as he 
did not seem to understand the cause 
of our complaint, and there was no 
remedy, we were obíiged to take our-
selves to the carriage for the night. 

J u n e 15th. To-day we traversed 



16*6 OCANA. 

the same fíat and dreary country as 
I have so often described ; the wea-
ther as hot as possible. W e slept 
fbr two hours, and dined at a had 
posada in Billatobas, anotherwre tch-
ed mud-town, and at eight in t h e 
evening reaehed Ocana , after a very 
fatiguing journey. 

Ocana is a ci ty; and presents a 
view of many low towers and Iittle 
domes. The inn is almost the dirtiest 
we have seen. Some pigeons w e r e 
sent up t o us for supper swimming 
in an execrable black broth : and to 
show howfar such inconveniencies are 
from being softened by civility, I must 
mentían, that the landlady, hearing 
that we had ordered the beds, as a 
precaution both against the heat and 
bugs , to be removed into the middle 
the room, sent us word that , if her 
accommodations did not suit us, w« 



might tu rn out into the street. W e 
were too much tired to quarrel , 
and quietly retired under a threat-
ening quil t and patched sheets, a t 
half past ten o'clock. 

J u n e 16th. W e rose with ala-
crity to-day, which was to shew us 
Aranjuez and Madr id ; and were in 
the carriage before three o'clock. 
W e proceeded araong dreary and 
bare hil ls for the space of two lea-
gues : when a t length, the paradise 
of Spain broke upou our view. T h e 
real beauty of the place, and the 
contrast of verdure and civilization, 
t o the desoíate scenes which we h a d 
lately passed, made us th ink i t the 
most delighsful spot we had ever 
seen. Before us was a vale full 
of trees, with domes and spires rising 
above t h e m ; a range of well-built 
whi te houses wi th a large church , 



stood on the right. T r a m e and 
bustle were alive on all sides; in 
short, we seemed to rise into life 
again. Having left our carriage a t 
the inn, we hastened to review the 
wonders of the place. I t was easy 
to discover tha t the court was here, 
from the number of coaehes and six, 
ofticers, and servants, who con-
tinually passed us. 

T h e town consists of small low 
houses, neatly and regularly bui l t . 
T h e royal palace stands on the banks 
of the Tagus ; the ambassadors and 
other persons of the court reside in 
several large houses near the prince's 
garden. Passing an arch, we carne 
into a sor tof crescent, with a chapel 
in the centre, the whole of which is 
constructed of plaister painted. T h e 
palace is of considerable ex ten t ; i t 
has two domes, b u t no other a t tempi 



at embellishment; indeed, its a p -

pearance is neither grand ñor pleas-

ing. The windows are casements, 

and the chief front is situated oppo-

site the dullest par t of the wood. 

W i t h respect to the celebrated gar ­

den of the islaud, it is a spot where 

Na tu re has blotted out the original 

design, and raade one of the most de -

lightful retreats in the world. A 
person might walk a long t ime 

among the over-arching bowers of 

its ancient elms, without discovcring 

that in fact all the walks are radii, 

and the fountains which occasionally 

fall in his way are the centres where 

they mee t ;—such was originally 

the taste in which the garden was 

laid o u t : bu t the elms have \ i n -

dicated their own rights, arid those 

of the p l ace ; they have bent their 

trunks in every direct ion; and thrust 



their arras in hold irregularity across 
the stiff alleys and. prim compar t -
ments which the designer had p lan-
ned : at this time if the fountains 
were removed, nothing would be 
want ing to the beauty of the scene. 
T h e walks of tlie colleges at C a m ­
bridge, much thickened and extend­
ed, and the glades filled with flowers, 
will give an adequate idea of the 
eífect of this most ancient and most 
beautiful garden of Aranjuez. 

Upon quit t ing these magnificent 
shades, we found ourselves on the 
banks of the Tagus , whose stream was 
some what narrower than we had ex-
pec ted : the Princesses' apar tments 
look this way; those of the K i n g and 
Queen face the open plaza and the 
br idge ; an aspect which cannot b e 
admired : directly under their win j 
dows is a small garden of orange 



trees, which being cut into round 

shapes, and powdered by the dus t 

from the roads, seem like so many 

wigs in a barber's shop. Ñ o r is the 

distant prospect more dehghtful ; t he 

shore of the river near the bridge is 

entirely covered with wood sawn ou t 

ready for sa le ; it comes from t h e 

mountains of Cuenca ; and after hav ­

ing been floated down the Tagus , is 

sold by the King on this wharf. This 

is a very expensive commodity in 

Castile. 

W e now arrived at the gate of the 

garden of the Pr ince of Asturias, 

which opens into a noble avenue, 

called the Calle de la Reyna. Se­

vera! officers were standing here, from 

whom we requested permission t o 

en te r ; one of them said, tha t we were 

a t perfect liberty to see the garden 

after the K i n g had passed, who w a s 



going, according to his custom, to 
breakfast with the prince in a plea-
sure-house in the garden. After 
wai t ing about a quarter of an hour, 
his majesty drove by us in an old-
fasliioned criinson phaeton, with two 
ponies, and three servants beh ind ; 
he was followed by an atienda nt on 
horseback, carrying his gmi , and 
about a dozen otlier persons of all 
descriptions: he bowed as he passed 
us, and proceeded down the avenue 
to breakfast. The prince's garden is 
made in an ambiguous taste, half 
French and half English : the walks 
are straight and ornamented wi th 
fountains; bu t the compartments are 
planted irregularly, and often laid out 
in grass, with fiowers in basket frames, 
according to the Engl ish plan. T h e 
whole is certainly A'ery p re í ty ; b u t 
as it is a modern work, and the trees 



are young, it can by no means vie 
with the grandeur of the garden of 
the island: it is rcmarkable íhat every 
single tree has a sepárate pipe, which 
by conveying to its roots the waters 
of the Tagus , suppues the want of 
rain, which makes the country around 
so barrea . W e were surprised to 
find no foreign trees here, and very 
few oranges: in one par t we were 
led to the banks of the river, where 
batteries are erécted, and two large 
xnodels of a frigate and a corvette are 
afloat; in another we were shewn iu 
a most delightíul situation a piece of 
water, filled with gold fish, in the 
middle of which was an island, con-
taining a correct and beautiful imi-
tat ion of a Chínese tea-house: bu t 
notwithstanding my daily experience 
of bad taste, I was astonished to see 



in th i s striking and peculiar prospect, 
the late addition of a large and ex-
pensive iEgypt ian temple! W e were 
not permitted to approachthe prince's 
pleasure-house, b u t we were assured 
we had seen all that was remarkable. 
In one of the avenues near the gate a 
green silk net was suspended, in case 
the king, after breakfast, should me­
dítate a war upon the finches. After 
a stay of three hours, we returned to 
ou r carriage and departed. T h e 
Spaniard to whom I spoke at the ga r ­
den gate, called Aranjuez the Rich-
mond of Spain. I t is a beautiful 
spot, more delightful in Spain than 
Richmond is in E n g l a n d ; but con-
sidering them abstractedly, the fine 
broad oaks feathering to the ground, 
and the wide stream of the Thames, 
incline me to decide in favour of the 



superior beauty of the latter. W e 
passed the T a g u s , and along an 
avenue of trees, through what is call-
ed the Alameda del Rey, which is 
intersected by several other avenues; 
bu t as we proceeded, trees became 
more scarce, and the ground more 
bu rn t u p . After crossing a long stone 
bridge, we ascended a hill, and left 
trees and cultivation far behind; the 
whole prospect is dreary and deser t ; 
and is in every respect a miserable 
contrast to the approaches both to 
London and P a r i s : we did not in-
deed expect the picture of prívate 
wealth and happiness which the for-
mer presents ; b u t we were prepared 
for some of the monarchical g ran -
deur of the latter : in this, however, 
we were entirely disappointed; for 
t h o u g h the road is fine, the avenues 



w a n t width and majesty; and upon 

qui t í ing these, on the very verge of 

the metrópolis, to relapse into a per-

fect desert, is intolerable. W e din-

ed at a posada where the provi-

sions were plenty, but the charge 

exorbitant. From this it was four 

leagues to M a d r i d ; the road per-

fectly direct, and its sides garnished 

by some miserable elms. There are 

no towns, a Iittle traffic, and some 

cultivated fields; bu t it is almost 

impossible to conceive tha t we are 

cióse to a metrópolis: at length it 

makes its appearance. Madrid ! a 

small black town, standing quite dis-

tinct, in the midst of an arid p l a in : 

no suburbs or straggliñg houses. Its 

outline is diveísified by a number of 

Iittle domes and spires; bu t there is 

nothing pre-emjnent or g rand ; the 



perspective is closed by tlie snow-capt 
mountains of Guadarama. 

T h e Prince of the Peace going to 
the city in great baste passed us on 
the road, with half a dozen horsc-
guards , and three servants behind his 
carriage. T h e oppressive heat of the 
day was beyond expression; at length 
we crossed the Manzanares at a ford, 
and cntered the verdant outworks of 
the P r a d o of M a d r i d ; these are ex­
tended to the water s ide; and among 
them were many parties walking, 
their carriages wai t ing at a distance. 
W e advanced under a shady avenue 
to the ga te of Antocha, where our 
pockets were called upon for a con-
tribution by the custom-house; and 
we passed within the walls of the 
metrópolis, of which the grandeur of 
the Prado, and the width and l ight-
ing of the Calle de Alcalá gaye us 
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higher expectations than were after-
wards realized ; indeed these are by 
far the finest parts of Madr id . T h e 
prospect, however, of the rooms and 
beds of the Cruz de Ma l t a was in our 
present circurastances infinitely more 
gratifying. 

E N D OF V O L . 1 . 

T. Gillet, Printer, Crown-court. 
















