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BOOK XXIII.

CHAPTER I.

War in the South of France
—

Soult's politicaldifficulties
—

Privations of the allied
troops

—
Lord Welüngton appeals to their miütary honor with eflfeet

—
Averso to

offensive operations, butwhen Napoleon's disasters in Germany beeame known,
agaiu yields to the wishes of the allied sovereigns

—
His dispositions of attack

retarded
—

They are deseribed— Battle of the Nivelle—Observations— Deaths
and characters ofMr. Edward Freer and Coloiiel Tilomas Lloyd

'

WAR INTHE SOUTH OP FKANCE,

While Pampeluna held out, Soult laboredto complete his works
of defence with a view to enter Aragón, pretending to hold this
design so late as November ;but he must have secretly renounced
itbefore that period, because the snows of an early and severe winter
had rendered even the passes of the lower Pyrenees impracticable
inOctober. His politicaldifficulties were not less than Welling-
ton's. Allhis efforts to draw forth the resources of France were
met with apathy or secret hostility, and there was no money in the
miütary chest to answer the common dailyexpenses. The leading
merchants of Bayonne volnntarily provided for the most pressinS
necessities of the troops ;but their means were limited, and he
vainly urged the merchants ofBordeaux and Toulouse to follow
the patriotic example. Itrequired all'his firmness of character to
support the crisis ; and ifthe English naval forcé had intercepted
the coasting-vessels betvveen Bordeaux and Bayonne, he must have
retired beyond the Adour. As it was, the greatest part of the
field-artillery, and all the cavalry were sent so far to the resjr for
furage, that they could not be counted a part of the fighting troops ;


