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The basin into whichall theFrench troops, pares, convoys and en-
cumbrances yvere thus poured, was about eight miles broad by ten in
length, Vittoria being at the further end. The river Zadora, nar-
row and yvith rugged banks, after passing very near that town runs
towards the Ebro yvith many windings and divides the basin un-
equally, the largest portion being on the right bank. A traveller
coming from Miranda by the royal Madrid road, yvould enter the
basin by the pass of Puebla, through which the Zadora flows be-
tween two very high ar.d rough mountain ridges, the one on his
right called the heights ofPuebla, that on his left the heights of
Morillas. The road leads up the left bank of the Zadora, and on
emerging from the pass, six miles to the left would be seen the
village of Subijana de Morillas, furnishing that opening into the
basin yvhich Reille defended while the other armies passed the de-
file ofPuebla. The spires of Vittoria would appear eight miles
distant ; and from that town the road to Logroño goes offon the
right hand, the road to Bilbao byMurguia and Orduña on the left
hand, crossing the Zadora at a bridge near the village of Ariaga;
further on, the roads to Estella and to Pampeluna bianch offon
the right, a road to Durango on the left; and betyveen them the
royal causeyvay leads over the great Arlaban ridge into the moun-
tains of Guipuscoa by the formidable defiles of Salinas. But ofaH
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these roads, though several were practicable for guns, especially
that to Pampeluna, the royal causeway alone could sufíice for the
retreat of such an encumbered army. And as the allies were be-
hind the hills edging the basin on the right of the Zadora, their
line was parallel to the great causeway, and byprolonging their
left, they could infalliblycut offthe French from that route.

Joseph felt the danger, and first thought to march by Salinas to
Durango, yvith a view to cover his communications with France
and joinFoy and the garrisons. But in that rough country neither
his artillery ñor his cavalry, on which he greatly depended, though
the cavalry and artillery of the allies were scarcely less powerful
could act or subsist; he wouldhave had to send them into France'
then pressed in front and surrounded by bands in a mountainous
región he could not long have remained inSpain. Another project
was, ifforced from the basin of Vittoria, to retire by Salvatierra to
Pampeluna and bring Suchet's army up to Zaragoza ;but Joseph
feared thus to lose the great communication with France ;because
the Spanish regular army and the bands could seize Tolosa while
Wellington operated against him on the side of Navarre. It was
replied that troops detached from Clausel's and Reille's armies
might oppose them ; the King however hesitated ; for though the
road to Pampeluna was practicable for wheels, it required some-
thing more for the enormous mass of guns and carriages of all
kinds now heaped around Vittoria. One large convoy had marched
on the 19th by the royal causeway for France, another, stilllarger,
was to move the 21st under escort of Maucune's división; the
fighting men in front of the enemy were thus diminished ;yet the
plain was still covered yvith artillery pares and equipages of all
kinds, and Joseph, infirm of purpose, continued to waste time in
vain conjectures about his adversary's movements.

On the 19th nothing was done, but the 20th some of Reille's
troops passed the Zadora to feel for the allies towards Murguia,
and being encountered by Longa's Spaniards at the distance of six
miles, after some successful skirmishing recrossed the Zadora.
The 21st at three o'clock in the morning Maucune's división, three
thousand good soldiers, marched with the second convoy, and the
King took up a new line of battle. Reille, then reinforced by a
Franco-Spanish brigade of infantry and Digeon's dragoons, formed
the extreme right, having to defend the Zadora where the Bilbao
and Durango roads crossed it by the bridges of Gamara Mayor
and Ariaga. The French división defended the bridge, the Franco-
Spanish brigade was pushed to Durana on the royal road,* and
supported by a French battalion and a brigade of light horsemen ;
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Dteeon's dragoons and a second brigade of light cavalry were in
reserve near Zuazo de Álava and Hermandad. The King's centre,
distant six or eight miles from Gamara following the course of the
Zadora, was on another front, because the stream, turning suddenly
lo the leftround the heights of Margarita, descends to the defile of
Puebla nearly at right angles with its previous course. Here
covered by the river and on an easy range of heights, Gazan's
right extended from the royal road to an isolated hillin front of
the village ofMargarita. His centre yvas astride the royal road in
front of the village of Arinez;his left occupied rugged ground
behind Subijana de Álava on the roots of the Puebla mountain
facing the defile ;and to cover this yving Maransin was posted yvith

a brigade on the mountain. D'Erlon's army was in second line.
The principal mass of the cavalry with many guns and the King's
guards formed a reserve behind the centre near the village of Go-
mecha; and fiftypieces of artillery were massed in front, pointing
to the bridges of Mendoza, Tres Puentes, Villodas, and Nan-
clares.

While the King was making conjectures, Wellington made dis-
positions for the different operations which might occur. He knew
the Andalusian reserve would be at Burgos in a few days, and
thinking Joseph yvould not fight on the Zadora, detached Girón
with the Gallicians on the 19th to seize Orduña. Graham's corps
was destined to followGirón, but finallypenetrated through diffi-
cult mountain ways to Murguia, thus cutting the enemy off from
Bilbao and menacing his communications with France. However,
the rear of the army had been so much scattered that AVellington
halted the 20th to rallyhis columns, and taking that opportunity
to examine the position of the French armies, observed that they
seemed steadfast to fight; whereupon changing bis own dispositions,
he gave Graham fresh orders and hastily recalled Girón from
Orduña.

The long-expected battle was now at hand, and on neither side
were the numbers and courage of the troops of mean account. The
allies had lost two hundred killed and wounded in the previous
operations ; the sixth división, six thousand five hundred strong,
was left at Medina de Pomar ; and only sixty thousand Anglo-
Portuguese sabres and bayonets, withninety pieces of cannon, were
actually in the field. The Spanish auxiliarles yvere above twenty
thousand, and the whole army, including serjeants and artillery-
men, exceeded eighty thousand combatants. The French muster-
roll of troops was lost with the battle and an approximation to
their strength must suffice. Ihe number killedand taken in dif-
ferent combats was about two thousand men, and some five thou-
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sand had marched to France with the two convoys ;but Sarrut's
división, the garrison of Vittoria, and many smaller posts had
joined, and henee, by comparison withformer returns about seventy
thousand men were present. Wherefore deducting the offieers
artillerymen, sappers, miners, and non-combatants, always borne
on the French muster-rolls, the sabres and bayonets would scarcely
reach sixty thousand, but inthe number and size of their guns the
French had the advantage.

Allthe defects in the King's position were apparent. His best
line of retreat was on the prolongation of his right flank, which
being at Gamara Mayor, was too distant to be supported by the
main body of the army; yet the safety of the latter depended upon
that point. Many thousand carriages and impediments of allkinds
were heaped about Vittoria, blocking all the roads and creating
confusión amongst the artillery pares ;and Maransin, placed on the
Puebla mountain, yvas isolated and weak to hold that ground. The
centre indeed occupied an easy range of hills,its front yvas open
with a slope to the river, and powerful batteries seemed to bar all
access by the bridges ;but many of the guns, being pushed with
an advanced post into a deep loop of the Zadora, were within
musket-shot of a wood on the right bank which was steep and
rugged, giving the allies good cover cióse to the river. There
were seven bridges within the scheme of the operations, namely,
the bridge ofLa Puebla on the French left beyond the defile;the
bridge of "Nanclares, facing Subijana de Álava and the French end
of the defile ofPuebla ; and three other bridges placed around the
deep loop before mentioned opened upon the right of the French
centre, that of Mendoza being highest up the stream, Vellodas
lowest, Tres Puentes inthe centre ; lastly the bridges of Gamara
Mayor and Ariaga on the upper Zadora, guarded by Reille, com-
pleted the number, and none of the seven were either broken or
entrenched.

Wellington observing these things, formed his army for three
distinct battles.

Graham, advancing from Murguia by the Bilbao road, was to
fall on Reille and attempt the passage at Gamara Mayor and
Aliaga; by this movement the French would be completely turned
and great part shut up between the Puebla mountain on one side
and the Zadora on the other. The first and fifthAnglo-Portuguese
divisions, Bradfbrd's and Pack's independent Portuguese brigades,
Longa's Spanish división, and Anson's and Bock's cavalry, in all
twenty thousand men with eighteen pieces of cannon, were destined
for this attack, and Giron's Gallicians carne up by a forced march
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Hillwas to attack the enemy's left. His corps, twenty thousand
strono-, was composed ofMorillo's Spaniards, Silveira's Portuguese
and the second British división, yvith some cavalry and guns.
Collected on the southern slope of the Morillasbetween the Bayas
and lower Zadora, and pointing to the village of Puebla, it was
destined to torce a passage at that point, to assail Maransin, thread
the defile ofLa Puebla and so enter the basin of Vittoria, turning
and menacing all the French left and securing the passage of the
Zadora at the bridge of "Nanclares.

In the centre Wellington personally directed the third, fourth,
seventh, and light divisions of infantry, the great mass of the ar-
tillery,the heavy cavalry and D'Urban's Portuguese horsemen, in
all thirty thousand combatants. Encamped along the Bayas from
Subijana Morillas to Ulivarre, they had only to march aeross the
ridges which formed the basin of Vittoria on that side, to come
down to their different points of attack on the Zadora at the bridges
ofMendoza, Tres Puentes, Villodas and Nan clares. But so rugged
was the country and the communications between the different
columns so difficult, that no exact concert could be expected, and
each general of división yvas in some degree master of his move-
ments.

BATTLE OF VITTORIA,

At daybreak the 2lst, the weather being rainy yvith a thick
vapor, the troops moved from their camps on the Bayas, and the
centre of the army advancing by columns from the right and left
of the line passed the ridges infront and slowly approached the
Zadora. The left column pointed to Mendoza, the right column
skirted the Morillas ridge, on the other side of which Hillwas
marching. That general seized the village of Puebla about ten
o'clock and commenced the passage. Morilloleading yvith his first
brigade on a bye-way assailed the mountain of La Puebla, where
the ascent was so steep the soldiers seemed to clinib rather than
walk, and the second brigade, being to connect the first with the
British troops below, only ascended half way. Jso opposition was
made until the firotbrigade was near the summit, but then a sharp
skirmishing commenced, Morillowas wounded, bis second brigade
joined, and the French feeling the importance of the height, rein-
forced Maransin with a fresh regiment. Hillsuccored Morillo
with the seventy-first regiment and a battalion of light infantry,
both under Colonel Cadogau ;yet the fight was doubrfu i,for though
the British secured the summit and gained ground along the side
of the mountain, Cadogan, a brave ottteer and of high promise, fell,
nnd Gazan sent Villatte's división to succor his side. Strongiy
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did these troops fight and the battle remained sut. mary, the alliesbeing scarcely able to hold their ground. Hillhowever sent freshtroops, and with the remainder of his corps, threading the longdefile of Puebla, fiercely issued forth on the other side and wonthe village of Subijana de Álava in front ofGazan's line :he thusconnected his own right with the troops on the mountain, andmamtained this forward position in despite of the enemy.Wellington had meanwhile brought the fourth and light divisionsthe heavy cavalry, the hussars and D'Urban's Portuguese horse-men, from Subijana, Morillas and Montevite, down by Olabarre tothe Zadora. The fourth división was placed opposite the brido-éofNanclares, the light división opposite that ofVillodas; both werecovered by rugged ground and woods, and the lightdivisión was socióse to the water that their skirmishers could with ease havekilled the French gunners in the loop of the river at Villodas.The day was now clear, and when Hill'sbattle began the riflemenof the light división spread along the bank and exchanged a bitinffire with the enemy's skirmishers. No serious effort was at firstmade, because the thirdand seventh divisions having rough ground
to traverse, were not up; and to have pushed the fourth división
and the cavalry over the bridge of Nanclares, would have impru-dently crowded the space in front of the Puebla defile before the
other divisions were ready to attack. But while thus waiting, aSpanish peasant told Wellington the bridge of Tres Puentes on theleft of the light división was unguarded, and offered to guide the
troops over it. Kempt's brigade yvas instantly directed towards
this point, and being concealed by some rocks from the French and
well led by the brave peasant, they passed the narrow bridge at a
runnmg pace, mounted a steep curving rise of ground and "halted
cióse under the crest on the enemy's side of the river;being then
actually behind the King's advanced post and within a few hundred
yards of his line ofbattle. Some French cavalry now approached
and two round shots were fired by the enemy, one of which killed
the poor peasant to whose courage and intelligence the allies were
so much indebted ;but as no movement of attack was made, Kempt
called the fifteenth hussars over the river ;and they carne at a
gallop, crossing the narrow bridge one by one, horseman after
horseman, yet still the French remained torpid: there was an army
there, but no general.

Itwas now one o'clock, Hill's assault on the village of Subijana
de Álava was developed, and a curling smoke, faintly seen far up
the Zadora on the enemy's extreme right and followed by the dull
sound of distant guns showed that Graham was at work. Then
the King finding his flanks indanger, caused the reserve about
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Gomecha to file off towards Vittoria, and gave Gazan orders to
retire by successive masses. But at that moment the third and
seventh divisions being descried in rapid movement towards the
bridge of Mendoza, the French guns opened upon them, a body of
cavalry drew near the bridge, and the numerous light troops com-
menced a vigorous musketry. Some British guns replied to the
French cannon from the opposite bank, and the valué of Kempt's
forward position was instantly made manifest; for Andrew Bar-
nard, springing forward, led the riflemen of the light división in
the most daring manner between the French cavalry and the river,
taking their light troops and gunners in flank, and engaging them
so closely that the English artillery-men, thinking his darkly clothed
troops yvere enemies, played upon both alike. This singular at-
tack enabled a brigade of the third división to pass the bridge of
Mendoza without opposition ; the other brigade forded the river
higher up, and the seventh división and Vandeleur's brigade of the
light división followed; the French then abandoned the ground in
front of Villodas, and the battle which had before somewhat slack-
ened revived yvith extreme violence. Hillpressed the enemy
harder, the fourth división passed the bridge of Nanclares, the
smoke and sound of Graham's attack became more distinct, and the
banks of the Zadora presented a continuous line of fire. The
French, weakened in the centre by the absencetof Villatte and dis-
pirited by the order to retreat, were perplexed, and no regular re-
trograde movement could be made, the allies were too cióse.

Now also the seventh división and Colville's brigade of the thirddivisión forded the river on the left, and were immediately and se-
verely engaged with the French right in front of Margarita andHermandad ; and almost at the same time Wellington, seeing thehillinfront of Arinez nearly denuded of troops by the withdrawal
of Villatte's troops, carried Picton and the rest of the third división
ni cióse columns of regiments at a running pace diagonally aeross
the front of both armies towards that central point. This attack
was headed by Barnard's riflemen and followed by the remainder
of Kempt's brigade and the hussars, but the other brigade of the
light división acted in support of the seventh división. Colé ad-
vanced from the bridge of Nanclares, and the heavy cavalry, a
splendid body, passing the river,galloped up, squadron after squad-
ron, into the plain ground between Cole's right and Hill's left.
lhe French thus caught in the midst of their dispositions for re-
treat, threw out a prodigious number of skirmishers, yvhile fifty
pieces of artillery played with astonishing activity; this fire was
aiiíwered by many British guns, and botb sides were shrouded by
a dense cloud of smoke and dust, under cover of which the Frenen
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retired by degrees to the range of heights in front of Gomecha on
which their reserve had been posted. They howevercontinued to
hold the village of Arinez on the main road, and Picton's troops,
stillheaded by Barnard's riflemen, plunged into the streets amidst
a heavy fire;in an instant three guns were captured, but the post
was important, more French troops carne in, and for a time the
smoke and dust and clamor, the fiashing of fire-arms and the shouts
and cries of the combatants mixed yvith the thundering of the guns
were terrible; yet finally the British troops issued forth victorious
on the further side. During this conflict the seventh división, re-
inforced by Vandeleur's brigade, was heavily raked by a battery
at the village of Margarita, until the fifty-second regiment, led by
Colonel Gibbs, with an impetuous eharge drove the French guns
away and carried the village:at the same time the eighty seventh
under Colonel Gough won the village of Hermandad. Then allon
Picton's left advanced fighting, and on his right the fourth divi-
sión also made way, though more slowly because of the rugged
ground.

When Picton and Kempt's brigades had carried the village of
Arinez and gained the main road, the French troops near Subijana
de Álava were turned; and being hard-pressed on their front and
left flank by Hilland the" troops on the Puebla mountain, fellback
for two miles ina disordered mass, striving to regain the great
line of retreat to Vittoria. Some cavalry launched at the moment
would have totally disorganized the French battle and secured se-
veral thousand prisoners, but it was not tried, and the confused
multitude shot ahead of the Britishlines and recovered order. The
ground was exceedingly diversified, in some places wooded inothers
open, here covered with high corn, there broken by ditches, vine-
yards and hamlets, and the action resolved itself into a running
fight and cannonade for six miles, the dust and smoke and tumult
of which filledall the basin, passing onwards towards Vittoria as
the allies advanced, taking gun after gun in their victorious pro-

At six o'clock the French reached the last defensible height one
mile in front of Vittoria. Behind them was the plain in which the
city stood, and beyond the city thousands of carriages and animáis
and non-combatants, men yvomen and chiidren, were crowding to-
gether in all the madness of terror; and as the English shot went
booming over head, the vast crowd started and swerved with a
eonvulsive movement, yvhile a dull and horrid sound of distress
aróse, but there was no hope, no stay for army or multitude, it was
the yvreck of a nation! Still the eourage of the French soldier
was unequailed. Reille, on whom tí\tiíy thing now depended,

gress.
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maintained the upper Zadora, and the armies of the south and cen-
tre drawing up on their last heights, between the villages of Ali
and Armentia, made their muskets flash like lightning, while more
than eighty pieces of artillery, massed together, pealed with such
a horrid uproar that the hills labored and shook and streamed yvith
fire and smoke, amidst which the dark figures of the French gun-
ners were seen bounding with frantic energy. This terrible can-
nonade and musketry kept the allies in cheek, and scarcely could
the third división, which bore the brunt of this storm, maintain its
advanced position. Again the battle became stationary, and the
French endeavored to draw off their infantry- in succession from
the right wing;but suddenly the fourth división rushing forward
carried a hillon their left and the heights were at once abandoned.
Joseph, finding the royal road so completely blocked by carriages
that the artillery could not pass, then indicated the road of Salva-
tierra as the line of retreat, and the army went off ina confused
yet compact body on that side, leaving Vittoria on its left:the Bri-
tish infantry fbilowed hard, and the light cavalry galloped through
the town to intercept the new line of retreat which was through
a marsh and the road also was choked withcarriages and fugitive
people, while on each side there were deep drains. Thus all be-
came disorder and mischief, the guns were lefton the edge of the
marsh, the artillerymen and drivers fled with the horses, and the
vnnquished infantry breaking through the miserable multitude,
went off by Metauco towards Salvatierra: the cavalry however
stillcovered the retreat, and many of the generous horsemen were
seen taking up children and women to earry off from the dreadful
scene,

Reille, of whose battle it is time to treat, was now in great
danger. Sarrut, posted by him at the village of Aranguis, liad
also occupied a height which covered the bridges of Ariaga and
Gamara Mayor, but he had been driven from village and height a
ltole after twelve o'clock by General Oswald, who commanded the
tinh división,Longa' s Spaniards and Pack's Portuguese. Longa
then seized Gamara Menor on the Durango road, while another
dttachment gained the royalcauseway still further on the left, and
forced the Franco-Spaniards to retire from Durana. Thus the
first blow on this side deprived the King of his best line of retreat
and coiitined him to the road of Pampeluna. However, Sarrut re-
cio sed the river in good order and a new disposition was made by
Reille. One of Sarrut's brigades defended the bridge of Ariaga
and the village of Abeehuco beyond it; the other was in reserve
Hipportíog the first and also La Martiniere, who defended the
b'-ulge ot Gamara Mayor and the village of that ñame beyond the
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river. Digeon's dragoons were behind the village of Ariaga, and
Reille's own dragoons took post behind the bridge of Gamara ;a
brigade of light cavalry on the extreme right sustained the Franco-
Spanish troops, which were now on the upper Zadora in front of
Betonio; the remainder of the light cavalry under Curto was
on the French left extending down the Zadora between Ariaga and
Govea.

Oswald attacked Gamara with some guns and Robinson's bri-
gade of the fifth división. Longa's Spaniards were to have led,
and at an early hour when Gamara was feebly occupied, but they
did not stir and the village was reinforced. Robinson's brtoade
formed in three columns then made the assault at a running pace,
yet the fire of artillery and musketry was so heavy the troops
stopped and commenced firing; then the columns got intermixed,
but encouraged by their offieers and the example of General Ro-
binson, an inexperienced man but of a high and daring spirit, they
renewed the eharge, broke through the village and even crossed
the bridge. One gun was captured and the passage seemed to be
won, when Reille turned twelve pieces upon the village, and La
Martiniere, rallying his división under cover of this cannonade,
retook the bridge, and it was withdifficulty the aliied troops could
hold the village. However a second British brigade carne down
and the bridge was again carried and again lost, and thus the pas-
sage remained forbidden. Graham attacked the village of Abe-
chuco which covered the bridge of Ariaga, and it was carried al
once by Halket's Germans, supported by Bradford's Portuguese and
by the fireof twelve guns ;yet here as at Gamara the French main-
tained the bridge itself; and at both places the troops on each
side remained stationary under a reciprocal fire of artillery and
small arms.

Reille, though inferior in numbers, continued to interdict the
passage of the river until the tumult of Wellington's battle, coming
up the Zadora, reached Vittoria itself, and a part of the British
horsemen rodé out of that city upon Sarrut's rear. Digeon's dra-
goons kept this cavalry in check for the moment, and Reille had
previously formed a reserve of infantry under General Fririon at
Betonia which now proved his safety. For Sarrut was killedat
the bridge of Ariaga, and Menne, the next in command, could
scarcely draw offhis troops whileDigeon's dragoons held theBritish
cavalry at point; yet with the aid of Fririou's reserve Reille
ñnally secured the movement and rallied all bis troops at Betonio
He had now to make head on several sides, because the allies were
coming down from Ariaga, from Durana, and from Vittoria; yet
lie fought his way to Metaucu 011 the Salvatierra road, covering
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the general retreat with some degree of order. Vehemently and
closely did the British pursue, and neither the resoluto demeanor
of the French cavalry, which was strengthened on the flanks by
light troops and made several vigorous charges, ñor the night,
which now fell,could stop their victorious career untilthe flytof
masses of the enemy had cleared all obstacles and passing Metauco
got beyond the reach of further injury. Then the battle ended.
The French escaped with comparatively littleloss of men ;but to
use Gazan's words, "they lost all their equipages, all their guns,
all their treasure, alltheir stores, all their papers ;so that no man
could prove even how much pay was due to him; generáis and
subordínate offieers alike were reduced to the clothes on theirbacks, and most of them yvere bare-footed."

Never was an army more hardly used by its commander, for the
soldiers were not half beaten, and yet never yvas a victory inore
complete. The trophies were innumerable. The French "carried
offbut two pieces of artillery from the battle.. Jourdan's baton of
command, a stand of colors, one hundred and forty-three brass
pieces, two-thirds of which had been used in the fight, all the pares
and dépots from Madrid, Valladolid, and Burgos, carriages, am-
munition, treasure, everything fell into the hands of the victors.The loss in men did not however exceed six thousand, including
some hundreds of prisoners ; the loss of the allies was nearly as
great, the gross numbers being five thousand one hundred and
seventy-six killed, wounded and missing. Of these one thousandand fifty-nine were Portuguese, and fivehundred and fiftySpanish ;
henee the loss of the English was more than double that of thePortuguese and Spaniards together ;and yet both fought well,and
especially the Portuguese, but British troops are the soldiers ofbattle. The spoil yvas mímense, and to such extent was plunder
carried, principally by the followers and non-combatants, for with
some exceptions the fighting troops may be said to have marchedupon gold and silver without stooping to pick it up, that of five
millions and a half of dollars indicated by the French accounts to
be m the money-chests, a fiftieth part only carne to the publie.
\\ elhngton sent fifteen offieers with power to stop and examine all
toaded animáis passing the Ebro and the Duero in hopes to recover
the sums so shamefully carried off; and this di.-gracetol conducl
was not confined to ignorant and vulgar people, some offieers yvere
eeeii mixed up with the mob coutending for the disgraceful gain.

On the 22d Girón and Longa entered Guipuscoa by the royal
load, in pui^uit of the convoy yvhich had moved under Maucune
on the morning of the battle; the heavy cavalry and D'Urban's
l'ortuguese remained at Vittoria;but Pakenkam with the sixth
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división carne up from Medina Pomar, and the remainder of the
army followed Joseph towards Pampeluna, for he had continued
his retreat up the Borundia and Araquil valleys allnight. The
weather was rainy, the roads heavy, and the French rear-guard
unable to destroy the bridges, set fire to the villages behind them
to delay the pursuit. At five o'clock in the morning of that day
Reille rallied his two divisions and allhis cavalry in front of Sal-
vatierra, halting until assured that all the French had passed, when
he marched to Huerta in the valleyof Araquil, thirty miles from
the field of battle. Joseph reached Yrursun, a town situated behind
one of the sources of the Arga from yvhich good roads branched off
to Pampeluna on one side, and to Tolosa and" St. Esteban on the
other. At this place he remained the 23d, sending orders to dif-
ferent points on the French frontier to prepare provisions and
succors for his suffering army ;he also directed Reille to proceed
rapidly to the Bidassoa withhis infantry, six hundred select cavalry,
his artillerymen and their horses. Gazan and D'Erlon marched
upon Pampeluna intending to cross the frontier at St. Jean Pied
de Port. Joseph having reached Pampeluna the 24th, the army
bivouacked on the glacis of the fortress in such a state of destitu-
tion and insubordination that the governor wouldnot suffer them
to enter the town;for his magazines were reduced by Mina's long
blockade, and some writers say itwas proposed to blowup the works
and abandon the place :however, by great exertions additional pro-
visions were obtained from the vicinity,the garrison was augmented
to three thousand, and the army marched towards Franee leaving
a rear-guard at a strong pass about two leagues off.

Wellington having detached Graham with a corps to Guipuscoa
by the pass ofAdrián, left the fifth división at Salvatierra and
pursued the King with the rest of the army the 23d. On the 24th
the light división and Victor Alten's cavalry carne up with the
French rear-guard, yvhen two battalions of riflemen pushed their
infantry through the pass, white Ross's horse artillery galloping
forward, killed several men, and dismounted one of the only two
pieces of camión carried offfrom Vittoria. Next day the French,
covered by the fortress of Pampeluna, yvent up the valley ofRon-
cevalles, followed by the light división which turned the town as
far as Vilalba, and they were harassed by the Spanish irregular
troops who swarmed on every side.

Foy and Clausel yvere now invery difficult positions. The for-
mer had reached Bergara the 2 1st, and the garrison ofBilbao and
the Italian división of St. Panl, formerly Palombini's, had reached
Durango ; the first convoy from Vittoria was that day at Bergara,
Maucune was with the second at Montdragon. The 22d the ga 1
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rison of Castro went off to Santona, and the fugitives from the bat-
tle spread such an alarm through the country that the forts of
Arlaban, Montdragon and Salinas, commanding the passes into
Guipuscoa, were abandoned, and Longa and Girón penetrated
them without hindi-ance. Foy had only one battalion in hand, but
he rallied the fugitive garrisons, and marching upon Montdragon,
made some prisoners and acquired exact intelligence of the battle.
Then he ordered the convoy to move day and night, the troops at
Durango to march upon Bergara, and those from all the other
posts to unite at Tolosa, to which place the artillery,baggage and
sick men were now hastening from every side. To cover their
eoncentration, he, having been joined by Maucune, gave battle to
Girón and Longa at Montdragon ;but the Spaniards, thriee his
numbers, had the advantage and he fell back fighting to Bergara
witha loss of two hundred and fiftymen and six guns.

The 23d he marched to VillaReal de Guipuscoa, but that even-
ing the head of Graham's column, which liad crossed the Mutiol
mountain by the pass of Adrián, descended upon Segura and was
then as near to Tolosa as Foy was. Yet the difficulties of passing
the mountain were so great, itwas late on the 24th ere Graham,
who had then only colleced Anson's light cavalry, twoPortuguese
brigades of infantry and Halket's Germans, could move towards
Villa Franca. The Italians and Maucune's divisions, composing
the French rear, were just entering that town as the allies carne
in sight, and to cover it they took post at the village of Veasaya
011 the right bank of the Orto river. Halket's Germans, aided by
Pack's Portuguese, drove Maucune's people from the village with
the loss of two hundred men, and Bradford's Portuguese engaged
the Italians; but the latter claimed the advantage, and the whole
position was so strong that Graham had reeourse to flank opera-
tions, whereupon Foy retired to Tolosa.* Girón and Longa now
carne up by the great road, and Mendizabel, having quitted the
blockade of Santona, arrived at Aspeytia on the Deba.

On the 2oth Foy again offered battle in front of Tolosa, but
Graham turned his left with Longa's división, and Mendizabel
turned bis right from Aspeytia. While they were in march, Colo-
nel \\ ilhams, having the grenadiers of the first regiment and three
eumuanies of Pack's Portuguese, dislodged him froman advanta-geuus hill in front and purposely prolonged the fight until six
0 clock in the evening, when the Spaniards having reached theirde=tination on the flanks, a general attack was made on all sides.
1lie hrench, cannonaded at the causeway and strongly pushed infront while Longa drove their left from the heights, were forced
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beyond Tolosa on the flanks ;but that town was strongly en-
trenched as a field-post, and they maintained it until Graham
brought up his guns and bursting one of the gates opened a pas-
sage for his troops. Foy however, profiting from the darkness
made his retreat, good witha loss of only four hundred men killed
and wounded, and some prisoners who were taken by Mendizabel
and Longa. These actions were very severe; the loss of the Spa-
niards was not known, but the Anglo-Portuguese had more than
four hundred killedand wounded in the two days' operations, and
Graham himself was hurt.

He halted the 26th and 27th to hear of Wellington's proo-ress
and the enemy's convoys thus reached France ;but Foy occupied
a position between Tolosa and Ernani behind the Anezo, his forcé
being inereased by the successive arrival of the smaller garrisons
to sixteen thousand bayonets, four hundred sabres, and ten pieces
of artillery. The 28th he threw a garrison of two thousand six
hundred good troops into St. Sebastian and passed theürumia;
the 29th he passed the Oyarsun and halted the 30th, leaving a
small garrison at Passages, which however surrendered the next
day to Longa.

On the lst of July the garrison of Gueteria escaped by sea to
St. Sebastian and Foy passed the Bidassoa, his rear-guard fighting
with Giron's Gallicians ;but Reille's troops were now at Vera and
Viriatu,they had received ammunition and artillery fromBayonne,
and thus twenty-five thousand men occupied a defensive line from
Vera to the bridge of Behobie, which was covered by a block-
house. Graham immediately invested St. Sebastian, and Girón
concentrating the fire of his own artilleryand a Britishbattery up-
on the block-house of Behobie, compelled the French to blowit
up and destroy the bridge.

Clausel was in more imminent danger than Foy.* On the
evening of the 22d he had approached the field of battle at the
head of fourteen thousand men, by a way which fails into the Estella
road at Aracete, not far from Salvatierra. Pakenham with the
sixth división was then at Vittoria, and the French general learn-
ing the state of affairs, retired to Logroño and halted until the
evening of the 25th. This delay was like to have proved fatal.
Wellington, who thought Clausel was at Tudela, thus discovered
his real position, and leaving Hillto invest Pampeluna marched
by Tafalla with two brigades of light cavalry and the third,fourth,
seventh, and light divisions of infantry. The fifthand sixth divi-
sions, the heavy cavalry and D'Urban's Portuguese marched at the
saine time from Salvatierra and Vittoriaupon Logroño; and Mina



1818.] NAPIER'S PENINSULAR WAR 289

abe who liad now collected allhis scattered battalions near Estella,
and was there joined by Julián Sánchez' cavalry, followed hard on
Clausel's rear. The latter moving by Calahorra reached Tudela
on the evening of the 27th, and thinking this forced march of
sixty miles in forty hours with scarcely a halt liad outsíripped all
pursuers, yvould have made for France by Olite and Tafalla. Wel-
lino-ton was however in possession of those places expecting him,
when an alcalde gave him notice of the danger, whereupon recross-
ing the Ebro he marched upon Zaragoza, and arriving at the lst
of July took post on the Gallego, giving out he would there wait
until Suchet or the King, if the latter retook the offensive, should
come up. Wellington immediately made a flank movement to his
own left as far as Caseda, and could still with an exertion have
intercepted Clausel by the route of Jaca, but he feared to drive
him back upon Suchet and contented himself yvith letting Mina
press him. That chief, acting with great ability, took three hun-
dred prisoners and announcing that the whole allied army was at
hand, so imposed on Clausel that he destroyed some of his artillery
and heavy baggage, left the rest at Zaragoza and retired to Jaca.

Joseph, not being pressed, had sent Gazan again to Spain to take
possession of the valley of Bastan, which was fertile and full of
strong positions. But O'Donnel, Count of Abispal, had now re-
duced the forts at Pancorbo with the Andalusian reserve, partly
by capitulation, partly by torce, and was marching towards Pam-
peluna ;wheretbre Hill,without abandoning the siege of that place,
was enabled to move two British and two Portuguese brigades into
tlie valley of Bastan, and on the 4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th drove Gazan
from all his positions, and cleared the valley with a loss of only
one hundred and twenty men. The whole line of the Spanish
frontier, from Roncevalles to the mouth of the Bidassoa river, was
thus occupied by the victorious allies, and Pampeluna and St. Se-
bastian were invested. Joseph's reign was over, the crown had
fallen from his head, and after years of toils and conibats which
had been rather admired than understood, the English general,
emerging from the chaos of the Peninsular struggle, stood on the
summit of the Pyrenees a recognized conqueror. From those lofty
pmnacles the clangor of bis trumpets pealed clear and loud, and
the splendor of bis genius appeared as a íiamtog beacon to warring
nations.

OBSKKVATIONS

1. In this campaign of six weeks, Wellington marched with one
hundred thousand men six hundred miles, passed six great rivtrs,
gained one decisive battle, invested two fortresses, and drove y
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hundred and twenty thousand veteran troops from Spain. This
immense result could not have been attained ifJoseph had fol-
loived Napoleon's instructions, Wellington could not then have
turned the line of the Duero. Itcould not have been attained if
Joseph had acted with ordinary skill after the line of the Duero
was passed. Time was to him most precious, yet when contrary
to his expectations he had concentrated his scattered armies behind
the Carrion, he made no effort to delay his enemy on that river;
he judged it an unfitposition, that is, unfit for a great battle ;but
he could have made Wellington lose a day, perhaps two or three,
and behind the upper Pisuerga he might have saved a day or two
more. Reille, who was with the army of Portugal on the right of
the King, complained that no offieers of that army knew the Pi-
suerga sufficiently to place the troops in position ;* the King then
had cause to remember Napoleon's dictum, namely, that '.:to com-
mand an army wella general must think of nothing else." For
why was the course of the Pisuerga unknown when the King's
head-quarters had been for several months withina day's journey
ofit?

2. The Carrion and the Pisuerga being given up, the country
about the Hormaza was occupied and the three French armies
were in mass between that stream and Burgos; yet Wellington's
right wing only, that is to say, twenty-three thousand infantry and
five brigades of cavalry, drove Reille's troops over the Arlanzan,
and the castle of Burgos was abandoned. This was on the 12th,
the three French armies, not less than fifty thousand fighting men,
had been in position since the 9th, and the King's letters prove
that he desired to fight in that country, which was favorable for all
arms. Nothing then could be more opportune than Wellington's
advance on the 12th, because a retrograde defensive system is un-
suited to French soldiers, whose impatient courage leads them
always to attack ; and the news of Napoleon's victory at Bautzen
had just arrived to excite their ardor. Wherefore Joseph should
have retaken the offensive when Wellington approached the Hor-
maza ; and as the left and centre of the allies were at VillaDiego
and Castroxerez, the greatest part at the former, that is to say one
march distant, the twenty-six thousand men immediately in front
would probably have been torced back over the Pisuerga, and the
King have gained time for Sarrut, Foy and Clausel to joinhim.
Did the English general then owe his success to fortune, to his
adversary's fáult, rather than to his own skill? Not so. He had
judged the King's military capacity, he had seen his haste, his
confusión, his trouble ; and knowing well the moral power of



NAPIER'S PENINSULAR WAR.1818.1 291

rapidity and boldness in such circumstances, had acted daringly,
indeed but wisely, for such daring is wisdom, it is the highest part
of war.

S. Wellington's mode of turning the line of the Ebro was a fine
stratcgio illustration. It was by no means certain, yet failure
would have still left great advantages. It was certain he would
gain Santander and fixa new base of operations on the coast ;and
he would stillhave liad the power of continually turning the King's
right by operating between him and the coast: the errors of his
adversary only gave him additional advantages which he seized.
But if Joseph, instead of spreading his army from Espejo on his
right to the Logroño road on his left, had kept only cavalry on the
latter route and on the main road in front of Pancorbo, —

-if he had
massed his army to his right, pivoting upon Miranda or Frias,
scouring all the roads towards the sources of the Ebro, the allies
could never have passed the defiles and descended upon Vittoria.
They would have marched then by Valmaceda upon Bilbao;but
Joseph could by the road of Orduña have met them there, and
with a forcé inereased by Foy's and Sarrut's divisions and the
Italians :meanwhile Clausel yvould have come to Vittoria and the
heaped convoys have gained France in safety.

4. When the King resolved to fight at Vittoria,he should, on
the 19th and 20th, have broken some of the bridges on the Zadora
und covered others with field-works to enable him to sally forth
upon the attacking army; he should have entrenched the defile of
Puebla and occupied the heights above in strength ;his position
on the lower Zadora would then have been formidable. But his
great fault was the line of operation. His reasons for avoiding
Guipuscoa were valid, his true line yvas down the Ebro ;but Zara-
goza should have been his base, since Aragón was fertileand more
friendly than any other province of Spain. It is true he would
thus have abandoned Foy ;yet that general, reinforced with the
reserve from Bayonne, would have liad twenty thousand men and
the fortress of St. Sebastian, and a strong corps must have re-
iuaiiied to watch him. The King first reinforced by Clausel and
ultimately by Suchet, would have had one hundred thousand men
to oppose the allies, weakened as they would then be by the
detachment watching Foy. And there were politicalreasons, to be
told hereafter, for the reader must not imagine Wellington had got
thus lar without trammels, which would have probably rendered
Ibis plan so eflicacious as to coiupel the British army to abandon
Spain altogether. Then new combinations wouldhave been made
allover Europe.

ó. In the battle the Frenen operations, withexception ofReille's
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fight, were a series of errors ; the most extraordinary beino- thesuffering Kempt's brigade and the hussars to pass the bridge ofTres Puentes, and establish themselves cióse to the line of battleflanking the troops at the bridges of Mendoza and Villodas. This'alone proves Joseph meant to retreat when Graham's attack com-menced, and his position was therefore inhis own view untenable.He should have occupied the Puebla mountain strongly, and haveplaced the infantry by corps in succession, the right refused, towards
Vittoria, while the cavalry and guns wntched the bridges and the
mouth of the Puebla defile. He could then have succored Reille
or marched to his own front according to circumstances, and his
retreat would have been secure.

6. The enormous fault of heaping up the baggage and convoys
and pares behind Vittoria requires no comment ; but the Kinu-
added a more extraordinary error, namely, remaining to the last
moment undecided as to his line of retreat Nothing but niisfor-
tunes could attend upon such bad dispositions ; and that the cata-
strophe was not more terrible is owing entirely to an error which
Wellington and Graham seem alike to have fallen into; namely,
that Reille had two divisions in reserve behind the brido-es on the
upper Zadora. Notknowing that Maucune's división had marched
with the convoy, they thought Clausel had only one división of the
army of Portugal with him, whereas he had two, Taupin's and
Barbout's ; and Reille's reserves were composed, not of divisions
but of brigades drawn from LaMartiniere's and Sarrut's divisions,
which were defeuding the bridges : tos whole torce, including the
Franco-Spaniards who were driven back from Durana, did not ex-
ceed ten thousand infantry and two thousand five hundred cavalry.
Graham liad, exclusive of Giron's Gallicians, nearly twenty thou-
sand of allarms, and it is said the river might have been passed
both above and below the points of attack ;itis certain also that
Longa's delay gave the French time to occupy Gamara Mayor in
forcé, which was not the case at first. Had the passage been won
to time very few of the French army could have escaped from the
field, but the truth is Reille fought most vigorously.

7. As the third and seventh divisions did not come to the point
of attack in time, the battle was not fought after the original con-
ception ;it is likely the real projeet was to forcé the passage of
the bridges, break the right centre of the enemy from Arinez to
Margarita, and then envelope the left centre with the second,
fourth, and light divisions and the cavalry, v, hile the third and
seventh divisions pursued the others. But notwithstanding the
unavoidabie delay, which gave the French time to commence their
retreat, it is not easy lo understand how Gazan's left escaped
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from Subijana de Álava ;seeing that when Picton broke the centre
at Arinez, he yvas considerably nearer to Vittoriathan the French
left. which was cut off from the main road and assailed in front by
Hilland Colé. The having no cavalry in hand to launch at this
time and point of the battle has been already noticed ; Wellington
sriys. that the country was generally unfavorable for the action of
that arm; neither side indeed used it with much effect at any
period of the battle ; nevertheless there are always some suitable
openings, some happy moments to make a eharge, and this seems
to have been a neglected one.

8. Picton's sudden rush from the bridge of Tres Puentes to the
village of Arinez has been much praised, and nothing could be
more prompt and daring ;but the merit of the conception belongs
to the general in chief who directed it in person. Itwas suggested
to him by the denuded state of the hillin front of that village, and
yiewed as a stroke for the occasion it is to be admired. Yefithad
its disadvantages. For the brigade, thus crossing the front of botharmies, not only drew a flank fire from the enemy, but was ex-
posed if the French cavalry had been prompt and daring to a
eharge; it also prevented the advance of other troops in their
proper arrangement, and thus crowded the centre for the rest of
the action. However, these sudden movements cannot be judo-ed
by rules, they are good or bad according to the result. This was
entirely successful, and the hill thus carried was called the Eng-
lishmeu's hill;not, as some recent writers have supposed, in com-
memoration of a victory gained by the Black Prince, but because
of a disaster which there betel a part of his army. His battle wasfought between Navarrette and Najera, many leagues from Vitto-
ria and beyond the Ebro; but on this hillthe twogallant knights, Sir1bomas and Sir WilliamFelton, took post yvith two hundred com-
panions, and being surrounded by Don Tello with six thousand,
were allkilledor taken after a long and heroic resistance.

9. Ithas been observed by French writers, and the opinión hasbeen also entertained by many English offieers, that after the bat-
tle tA ellington should have passed the frontier inmass, and march-ed upon Bayonne instead of chasing Clausel and Foy on the right
and left ;and if,as the same authors assert, Bayonne was then in-
defensibie, the criticism is just; because the fugitive French army,
having lost all its guns and being without musket ammunition,
could not have checked its pursuers for a moment. But ifBayonne
had resisted, and it was impossible for Wellington to suspect its
jeal condition, much mischief might have accrued from such a
basty advance. Foy and Clausel coming down upon the field of
»mona would have driven away if they did not destroy the sixth
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división; they would have recovered all the trophies ; the Kino-'s
army, returning by Jaca into Aragón, would have re-organized It-self from Suchet's dépóts, and that marshal was actuaTly comino
up with his army from Valencia. Little would then have been
gained by the battle. This question can however be more profita-
bly discussed when the great events which followed the battle of
Vittoria have been described.

[Book XX,



Lord Wellington blockades Pampeluna, besieges St. Sebastian —
Operations on

the eastern coast of Spain —
General Elio's miseond uct

—
Sir John Murray sails

to attack Tarragona
—

Colonel Prevot takes St. Felippe de Balaguer— Second
siege ofTaragona

—
Suchet and Maurice Mathieu endeavor to relieve the place

—
Sir John Murray raises the siege —Embarks with the loss of Lis guns

—
Dis-

embarks again at St. Felippe de Balaguer
—

Lord William Beutinck arrives
—

Sir John Murray's trial
—

Observations.

Although the fate of Spain was virtually decided at Vittoria,
the British warfare was still fierce, dangerous, and uncertain ;be-
cause on the fields of Lutzen and Bautzen Napoleon's genius had
restored the general balance of success, and the negotiations which
followed strongly influenced the operations in the Peninsula. Wel-
lington's first intention was to reduce Pampeluna, and the sudden
fall of the Pancorbo forts, which opened the great Madrid road
was favorable for that project. But Portugal being relinquished
as a place of arms, a new base was required, lest a change of for-
tune should forcé the allies to return there when the great military
establishments were broken up, the opposition of the native govern-
ment rancorous and the publie sentiment averse to English supre-
macy. The western Pyrenees, in conjunction with the ocean,
offered such a base ;but the harbors were few, and one convenient
for the army was required. Wherefbre to reduce San Sebastian
was of more immediate importance than to reduce Pampeluna ;
and it was essential to effect this in the fine season, because the
coast was iron-bound and very dangerous inwinter.

Pampeluna was strong. Itwould have taken three weeks to
bring up the ordnance stores and a six weeks' attack which re-
quired twenty thousand good soldiers. An investment could be
maintained withfewer and worse troops, Spaniards and Portu-
guese ;and the magazines were likelyto fail sooner under a block-
ade than the walls were to crumble under fire. Moreover Sir
John Murray had just failed at Tarragona, liad lost the honored
battertog-train entrusted to him, and bis artillery equipage was
supposed to be entirely ruined ;henee, as he could make no siege,
and could not act seriously without having a place of arms, Suchet
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who had numerous fortresses was free to march on Zarao-oza unifPwith clausel and F\u25a0aris, and menace the right flank of the al sThe bloekade of Pampeluna and siege of San Sebastian weretherefore determmed upon by Wellington ; th3 troops returnWfrom the pursuit of Clausel were disposed to form a covering3for both and peasants were hired to raise the works of mvestmentfor the first, which was entrusted to Abispal's Andalusian reserveConfidently did the English general look for the immediate fallofban Sebastian, and he was intent to have itbefore the negotiationsfor the armistice m Germany should termínate; but mtohty patosand difhcult.es awaited him, and ere these can be treated of theprogress of the war inother parts must be noticed

CONTINUARON OF THE OPERATIONS ON THE BASTEEN COAST,

It willbe remembered that Del Parque in conjunction withElio was to act on the Xucar, whileMurray sailed to attack Tarra-gona. Del Parque received his orders the 24th of April,he liadlong known of the project and his march was only one of twelvedays, yet he did not joinEliountil the end of May. This dehvresulted partly from the state of his army, partly from his ownprocrastmation, partly from Elio's eonduct which created doubtsof tos hdelity. It has been shown how he withdrew his cavalrywhen Mijares was at Yecla, whence sprung that general's misfor-une—how he placed the regiment of Velez Malaga in Villena, ahelpless prey or Suchet-bow he left the Anglo-Sicilian army tofight the battle of Castalia unaided. He now persuaded DelParque to move towards ütiel, and send a detachment to Requeña;thereby threatening Suchet's right,but exposing the Spanish armyto a sudden blow, and disobeying bis instructions which prescribed
a march by Almanza. .

Ibis false movement Elio represented as Del Parque's own,but the latter, when Murray remonstrated, quickly approached
Castalia by Júntela, declaring his earnest desire to obey Welling-ton s orders. The divergence had however already placed him inüanger; bis left flank was so exposed whilecoming by Jumilla, that
Murray postponed his own embarkation to concert with Elio acontornee! operation, from Biar and Sax, against Fuente de la Hi-guera where Suchet's troops were lying in wait. Previous to this
epoch Elio had urged Murray to disregard Del Parque and em-
bark at once for Tarragona, undertaking himself to secure the junc-
tion witübis fellowcommander. Now, after agreeing to co-operate
with Murray, he secretly withdrew his cavalry from Sax, sent
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Whittingham ina false direction, placed Roche without support at
Alcoy,retired himself to the city of Murcia, and at the same time
one of his regiments quartered at Alieant fired upon a British
guard. Roche was attacked and lost eighty men, and Del Parque's
flank was menaced from Fuente de la Higuera; but the Bri-
tish cavalry, assembling at Biar, secured his communication with
Murray on the 25th, and the 27th the Anglo-Sicilians broke up
from their quarters to embark at Alieant.

Suchet was now very strong. Unmolested for forty days after
the battle of Castalia, he had improved his defensive works, chased
the bands from his rear, called up his reinforcements, re-horsed
his cavalry and artillery,and foraged allthe fertiledistricts infront
of the Xucar. On the other hand, Lord William Bentinck,
alarmed by intelligence of an intended descent upon Sicily,liad re-
called more British troops; and as Whittingham's cavalry and
Roche's en tire división were left at Alieant, the forcé actually
embarked to attack Tarragona, including a fresh English regiment
from Carthagena, scarcely exceeded fourteen thousand present un-
der arms.* Less than eight thousand were British and Germán,
and the horsemen only seven hundred. Yet the armament was
formidable, for the battering-train was complete and powerful, the
materials for gabions and fascines previously collected at Ivica, and
the naval squadron under Admiral Hallowel consisted of several
line-of-battle ships, frigates, bomb-vessels and gun-boats, besides
the transports. There was however no cordialitybetween Generáis
Clinton and Murray, ñor between the latter and his quarter-master-
general Donkin,ñor between Donkin and the admiral; subordínate
offieers also, in both services, adopting false notions, some from
vanity, some from hearsay, added to the uneasy feeling which pre-
vailed amongst the chiefs. Neither admiral ñor general seemed to
have liadsanguine hopes of success even at the moment of embarka-
tion; and there was in no quarter a clear understanding of Welling-
ton's able plan for the operations.

While Del Parque was yet in march, Suchet, ifhe had no
secret understanding with Elio or any of bis offieers, must have
been doubtful of the allies' intentions, although the strength of the
battering-train at Alieant indicated some siege of importance. He
however recalled Pannetier's brigade from the frontier of Aragón,
and placed it on the road to Tortoza;and knowing Clausel was
then warring down the partidas inNavarre, he judged Aragón safe
and drew Severoli's Italian brigade from thence, leaving only the
garrisons and a few thousand men under Paris as a reserve at
Zaragoza :this was the reason the army of Aragón did not co-
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opérate to crush Mina after his defeat by Clausel in the valley ofRoncal.* Decaen also sent some reinforcements, wherefore aftercompleting his garrisons, Suchet cuuld furnish the drafts requiredby Napoleón, and yet bring twenty thousand men into the field.He was however disquieted, and notwithstanding Clausel's opera-
tions, feared for his troops in Aragón, where Paris had been at-
tacked by Goyan even in Zaragoza ;moreover now, for the first
time since its subjugation, an unfriendly feeling was perceptible in
Valencia.

On the 3lst of May Murray sailed. Suchet immediately or-
dered Pannetier's brigade to cióse towards Tortoza, but kept his
own positions in frontof Valencia until the fleet was seen to pass
the Grao with a fair wind. Then feeling assured the expedition
aimed at Catakmi% he prepared to aid that principality ;but the
column of succor being drawn principally from the camp ofXativa,
forty miles from Valencia, he could not quit the latter before the
7th of June. Then however he took with him nine thousand select
men, leaving Harispe on the Xucar yvith seven thousand infantry
and cavalry, exclusive of Severoli's troops which were in full
march from Teruel. But Murray's armament, having very favor-
able weather, anchored on the evening of the 2d in the bay of
Tarragona, whence five stops of war under Captain Adam, and two
battalions of infantry with some guns under Colonel Prevot, were
detached to attack San Felippe de Balaguer. This important fort,
garrisoned by a hundred men, was only sixty feet square ;but the
site was a steep isolated rock, standing in the very gorge of a pass
and blocking the only carriage-way from Tortoza to Tarragona.
The mountains on either hand, although commanding the fort, were
nearly inaccessible themselves, and great labor was required to
form the batteries. Prevot, however, being joined by a brigade
of Copon's army and acting in concert with the navy, placed two
six-pounders on the heights south of the pass, from whence at six
or seven hundred yards distance they threw shrapnel-shells.

On the 4th two twelve-pounders and a howitzer, brought to the
same point by the sailors, opened their fire; and at night the sea-
men with extraordinary exerttons dragged up five twenty-four-
pounders and their stores. The troops then constructed a battery
for twohowitzers on the slope of the grand ridge, northward of
the pass ; and a second for four heavy guns on the fort rock, at a
distance of one hundred and fiftyyards. Earth was carried from
below; everything else, even water, was brought from the ships,
though the landing-place was more than a mile-and-a-half off; and
as time was valuable favorable terms were offered to the garrison,
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Ijt the offer was refused. The 5th the fire was continued, yet
with slight success, the howitzer-battery on the great ridge yvas re-
linquished, and at night a very violent storm retarded the con-
struction of the breaching-batteries.

Previous to this, Prevot had warned Murray that his means
were insuffieient, and a second Spanish brigade was sent to him,
yet, the breaching-batteries were still incomplete on the 6th, and
out ofthree guns already mounted one was disabled by a shot from
the fort. Meanwhile Suchet, who was making forced -marches to
Tortoza, had ordered the governor of that place to succor San
Felippe; and that officer would undoubtedly have succeeded, if
Captain Peyton of the Thames frigate liad not obtained two eight-
inch mortars,* which, being worked by Mr. James of the marine
artillery, exploded a small magazine in the fort and caused an
early surrender. The besiegers, who bad lost about fiftymen and
offieers, then occupied the place.

ENGLISH SIEGE OF TARRAGONA,

Although the fleet cast anchor in the bay on the evening of the
2d, the surf prevented the disembarkation of the troops until the
next day. The rampart of the lower town had been destroyed by
Suchet, but Fort Royal remained, and though in bad condition,
served, together with the ruins of the San Carlos bastión, to cover
the western front. The Governor, Bertoletti, was supposed byMur-
ray to be disaffected, yet he proved himself a loyaland energetic
officer; and his garrison, sixteen hundred strong, five hundred
being privateer seamen and Franco-Spaniards, served him well.
The Olivo and Loretto heights were occupied the first day by
Clinton's and Whittingham's infantry ; the other troops remained
on the low ground about the Francoli river, and the town was
bombarded during the night by the navy, but the fire was sharply
returned and the flotilla suffered most. Next day two batteries
were commenced six hundred yards from San Carlos, and nine
hundred yards from Fort Royal. They opened the 6th, and being
found too distant, a third yvas conunenced six hundred yards from
rortRoyal. TLe 8th a practicable breach was made in that out-
work, yet the assault was deferred and some pieces removed to play
from the Olivo; whereupon the besieged, finding the fire slacken,
repaired the breach at Fort Royal and inereased the defences.
Ihe subsequent proceedings cannot be understood without an
aecurate knowledge of the relative positions of the French and
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Tarragona, though situated on one of a cluster ofheights which
termínate a range descending from the northward to the sea, is
with the exception of that range, surrounded by an open country
called the Campo de Tarragona, which is again environed by very
rugged mountains through which the several roads descend into
the plain. Westward there were only twocarriage-ways, one direct
by the Col de Balaguer to Tarragona ; the other circuitous, leadino-
byMora, Falcet, Mcmblanch and Reus. The first was bloeked by
the taking of San Felippe ; the second, although used by Suchet
for his convoys during the French siege of Tarragona, was now in
bad order and at best only available for small mountain-guns.

Northward there was a carriage-way leading from Lérida, which
united with that from Falcet at Momblanch. Eastward there was
the royal causeway, coming from Barcelona through VillaFranca,
Arbos, Vendrills, and Torredembarra ; this road after passing Villa
Franca sends off two branches to the right, one passing through
the Col de Cristina, the o!her through Masarbones and Col de
Leibra, leading upon Braffin and Valls. It was by the latter
branch M'Donald passed to Reus in 1810; he had however no
guns or carriages, and his whole army labored to make the way
practicable.

Between these various roads the mountains were too rugged to
permit direct cross communications ; and troops coming from dif-
ferent sides could only unite in the Campo de Tarragona now
occupied by the allies. Wherefore, as Murray liad fifteen thousand
fighting men, and Copons, reinforced with two regiments sent by
sea from Coruña, was at Reus with six thousand regulars besides
Mansou's división, twenty-five thousand combatants were in pos-
session of the French point of junction.

After Laey's departure the Catalans with the aid of Captain
Adam's ship had destroyed two small forts at Perillo and Ampolla,
and Eróles had blockaded San Felippe de Balaguer for thirty-six
days ; it was then sucoored by Maurice Mathieu; and the success
at Perillo was more than balanced by a clieck yvhich Sarsfield
received on the 3d of Aprilfrom some of Pannetier's troops. The
partidas had however been active inUpper Catalonia, and Copons
claimed two considerable victorias ;one gained by himself the 17th
ofMay at LaBispal near the Col de Cristina, where he boasted
to have beaten six thousand French with half their numbers, and
destroyed six hundred as they returned from succoring San Felippe.
In the other, won by Colonel Lander near Olot on the 7th of
May, itwas said twelve hundred ofLamarque's men fell. These ex-
ploits are by French writers called skirmishes ; and the following
aescription of the Catalán army, given to Murray by Gabanes,


