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forces, having interior lines ofcommunication, could, as tono- as the
Belmonte road was sealed, concéntrate in time behind the Alva,or
in front of Coimbra. Henee it was on the side of the Alemtejo
that danger was most to be apprehended, and itbehoved General
Hillto watch vigilantlyand act decisively in opposition to General
Reynier. For the latter, having necessarily the lead in the move-
ments, might, by skilfulevolutions and rapid marches, either join
the sixth and eighth corps before Hillwas aware of his destan, and
thus overwhelm the allied divisions on the Mondego ;or dravving
him across lhe Tagus, furnish an opportunity for a corps from An-
dalusia to penétrate by the southern bank of that river.

In these dispositions the English General had regard only to the
enemy's actual situation, and expecting the invasión lo be in sum-
mer, but in lhe winter season the rivers and torrents being full,and
the roads deteriorated, the defence wouldhave been different; fewer
troops would then suffice to guard the Tagus and the Zezere, the
Sobreira Formosa would be nearly impassable, a greater number
of the allied troops could be collected about Guarda, and a more
stubborn resistance made on the northern line.

Every probable movement being íhus previously wellconsidered,
Lord Wellington trusted that his own military quickness, and the
valor of the British soldiers, could baffle any unforeseen strokes
during the retreat, and once within the lines, (lhe Portuguese
people and the government doing their part,) he looked confidently
to the final result, He judged that ina wasted country, and with
thirty regiments of militia in the mountains on the flank and rear
of the enemy, the latter could not long remain before the lines,
and his retreat would be equivalent to a victory for the allies.
There were, however, many hazards. The English commander,
sanguine and confident as he was, knew wellhow many counler-
combinalions were to be expected ;in fine, how much fortune was
to be dreaded in a contest with eighty thousand French veterana
having a competent general at their head. Henee, to secure em-
barkation in the event of disaster, a third line of intrenchments
was prepared, and twenty-four thousand tons of shipping were
constantly kept in the river to receive the British forces ;measures
were also taken to procure a like quantity for the reeeption of the
Porluguese troops, and such of the citizens as- might wish to emi-
grate. It onlyremained to feed the army.*

In the Peninsula generally, the supplies were at all times a
source of infinite trouble on both sides, and this, not as some have
supposed, because Spain is incapable of supplying large armies ;
there was throughout the war an abundance of food inthat country,*
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but it was unevenly dislributed, difficult to get at, and the people
are of a nature to render it impossible to depend upon contracts
even where they are friendly; some places were exhausted, others
overflowing; the difficulty was to transport provisions, and in this
the allies enjoved a great advantage ;their convoys could pass un-
molested, whereas lhe French always required slrong guards, first
to collect food and then to bring it up to their armies. InPortugal
there was however a real deficiency, even for the consumption of-
the people ;after a time scarcely any food for man or beast (some
cattle and straw from the northern provinces excepted) was to be
obtained in that country :nay, the whole nation was at last ina
manner fed by England. Every part of the world accessible to
ships and money was rendered subservient to the cravings of this
insanable war, and yet it was often a doubtful and a painful strug-
gle against famine, even near the sea ;but at a distance from that
nurse ofBritisharmies, the means of transport necessarily regulated
the extent of the supply. Now wheel-carriage was scarce and bad
in Portugal, and for the most part the roads forbade its use ;henee
the only resource for the conveyance of stores was water-carriage,
to a certain distance, and afterwards beasts of burthen.

Lisbon, Abrantes, and Belem Castle, on the Tagus ;Figueras
and Raiva de Pena Cova, on the Mondego, and, finally,Oporto and
Lamego, on the Douro, were the principal dépóts formed by Lord
Wellington, and his magazines of consumption were established at
Viseu, Celerico, Condeixa, Leiria, Thomar, and Almeida. From
those points four hundred miserable bullock cars and about twelve
thousand hired mules, organizedin brigades of sixty each, conveyed
the necessary warlike stores and provisions to the armies ;when
additional succors could be obtained, it was eagerly seized, but this
was the ordinary amount of transport, and all his magazines in
advance of Lisbon were so lhnited and arranged that he could
easily carry them off or destroy them before the enemy.

With such means and with such preparations was the defence of
Portugal undertaken, and itmust be evident to the most superficial
observer, that amidst so many difficulties, and withsuch a number
of intricate combinations, Lord Wellington's situation was not one

in which a General could sleep ; and that, due allowance being
made for fortune, it is puerile to attribute the success to aught but
his talents and steel-hardened resolution.

Ia the foregoing exposition of the political and military forcé of
the powers brought into hostile contad, Ihave only touched, and
lightly,upon the points of most importance, designing no more than
to indícate the sound and the diseased parts of each. The unfa-
vorable circumstances for France would appear to be the absence
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of the Emperor,— the erroneous views ofthe King,—the rivalrv ofthe marsha s,-the impediments to correspondence,-the neceYshyof frequently dispersing from the want of magazines.-the S3of the cause, and the disgust of the French officers, who for themost part, spoiled by a rapid course of victories on ihe contínentcould no patiently endure a.service replete with personal danSover and above the ordinary mishaps of war, and promising liuíeultímate reward. L ° K
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For the English, the quicksands were— the memory of formerfaltares on the _conttnent,-the financial drain,-a powerfulTndeloquent opposit.on, pressing a cabinet so timidand selfish that theGeneral dared not nsk a single brigade, test an accident shouldlead to a pame amongst the ministers which all Lord Welleslev's
vigor would be unable to stem,-the intrigues of the Souza partyand the necessity of persuading the Portuguese to devástate thScoun ry for the sake of defending a European cause,-MMy thebabbhng of the English newspapers, from whose columns the'ene!my constantly drew the most certain information of the strength and
rfte X°1, ti T7;-, ?" th6 °dfr SÍd6' FranCe had ¡««-Sí
oí nearly all the fortified towns of the Peninsula, and, while herenormous army threatened to crush every opponeñt, she offered aconstau.on, and recalled to therecollection" olLpeople that h2but a change of one French dynasty for another. The church
f ome_he°B teV°UCh' bUt thB, fUCatCd ClaSS6S did "ot sh"»k S
tíZ WW ti

g0Ver™'s known hostility to allfree institu-
tos. What, then remained for England to calcúlate upon ? Theextreme hatred of the people to the invaders, arising from theexcesses and oppressions ofthe armies, the chances of another con-

stant Tr'T oomPlete dominion of the ocean with all its at-tendant advantages,-the recruiting through the militia,which was,

\Jw\h C°Tnpí.°" Wlth two "«ks in the chain instead of onetostly, the ardor of the troops to measure themselves with the con-querors of Europe, and to raise a rival to the French Emperor.xte oí^'f GT^alI°y.íaS b6en at Some Pains t0 misrepresentthe charaeter of the Bntish soldiers, Iwillset down what manyyears expenence gives me the right to say is nearer the truth than
That the Bntish infantry soldier is more robust than the soldiero any other nation, can scarcely be doubted by those who, in1815,obser ved his powerful frame, distinguished amidst the united armiesot Europe; and notwithstanding his habitual excess in drinkíng,he sustams fatigue and wet, and the extremes of cold and heat, withmcredibte vigor. When completely disciplined,— and three yearsare reqmred toaccomplish this,—his port is loftyand hismovements



1810.1 NAPIER-S PENINSULAR WAR 367

free ; the whole world cannot produce a nobler specimen of military
bearins, ñor is the mind unworthy of the outward man. He does
not, indeed, possess that presumptuous vivacit}'which would lead
him to díctate to his commanders, or even to censure real errors,
although he may perceive them ;but he is observant, and quick to
comprehend his orders, fullof resources under difficulties, calm and
resolute in danger, and more than usually obedient and careful of
his officers in moments of imminent peril.

Ithas been asserted that his undeniable firmness in balite is the
result of a phlegmatic constitution uninspired by moral feeling.
Never was a more stupid calumny uttered ! Napoleon's troops
fought in bright fields, where every helmet caught some beams of
glory, but the British soldier conquered under the cold shade of
aristocracy ;no honors awaited his daring, no despatch gave his
ñame to the applauses of his countrymen ;his lite of danger and
hardship was uncheered by hope, his death unnoticed. Did his
heart sink therefore ? Didhe not endure with surpassing fortitude
the sorest ofills, susíain the most terrible assaults inbattle unmoved,
overthrow, withincredible energy, every opponerit, and at all times
prove that, while no physical military qualification was wanling,
the fount ofhonor was also fulland fresh within him?

The result of a hundred battles and the united testimony of
impartial writers of different nations have given the first place
amongst the European infantry to the British;but in a comparison
between the troops of France and England, it wouldbe unjust not
to admit that the cavalry of the former stands higher in the estima-
tion of the world.

tol. n.
—
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CHAPTER IV.

Chaiactei of Migue Alava-Portiignese government demand more Enelisl,
troons-Lord Wellington refuses, and reproaches the Regencv-The feclonsconduct ofthe latter-Character of the light división-General Crawfurd passesthe Coa-His activity and skilful arrangements— Is joined bv Carrera-Skir-m.sh at Barba del Puerco-Carrera invites Ney to desert-RÓmana arrives athead-quarters— Lord Wellington refuses to suecor Ciudad Rorlri<ro-Hisdecisión vindicated-Crawíurd's ability and obstinacy-He mainta.ns=his vo-sition—Skirmish at Alameda— Captain Kraükenberg's gallantrv— Skirmish atVilla de Puerco-Colonel Talbot kiiled-Gallantrf of the Freneh Cantata
SiCraufurd Coa-Comparison between -General Picton and Gene-

Inresuming the thread ofmilitary events, itis necessary to referback to the commencement of the year, because the British opera-
tions on the frontier of Beira were connected, allhough not con-ducted m actual concert with those of the Spaniards ; and here Ideem it right to notice the conduct of Miguel Álava, that bravegenerous and disinterested Spaniard, through whom this connectionwas kept up. Attached to the British head-quarters, as the mili-
tary correspondent of the Junta, he was too sagacious not to perceivethe necessity of zealously seconding the English General. But inthe manner of doing it,he never forgot the dignityof his own coun-try, and as he was too frank and honest for intrigues, his inter-course was always honorable to himself and advantageous to both
nations.

Itwillbe remembered that inFebruary, Ney threatened CiudadKodrigo at the same time that Mortier menaced Badajos, and thatHill advanced from Abrantes to Portalegre. Lord Wellintaonimmediately reinforced the line between Pinhel and Guarda, and
sent the light división across the Coa, to observe the enemy's pro-ceedings. The Portuguese Regency were alarmed, and demandedmore Bntish troops ;*but Lord Wellington replied that the numbersalready fixed would be as great as he could feed, and he took that
oecasion to point out, that the measures agreed upon with respect
to the native forces were neither executed with vigor ñor impar-tiality; and that the carriages and other assistance, required for the
support ofthe British soldiers then inthe country, were notsupplied.
These matters he urgently advised them to amend before they
asked for more troops ; and, at the same time, as the Regency, in
the hope of rendering him unpopular with the natives. intimated a
wish that he should take the punishment of the offenders intohis
own bands, he informed them that, although he advised the adop-
tion of severe measures, he wouldnot be made the despotic punisber*

Appendix 19, § 1.
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of the people, while the actual laws were sufficient for the pur-
pose.

When Ney first appeared before Ciudad Rodrigo, and the second
corps under Mermet was at Placentia, Lord Wellington was con-
siderably embarrassed ; the French might have passed from Pla-
centia across the Tagus and pushed between Hilland the army in
Beira, or even between the latter and Lisbon, seeing that the Por-
tuguese government had with their usual apalhy neglected the
works projected for opening the road from Thomar to Espinal ;and
thus, instead of being within three or four marches of the Tagus,
Lord Wellington was nine marches distant. He was, therefore,
forced to keep a keen watch upon the motions of the second corps,
and to have his own troops in hand to withdraw from the frontier,
lest the French should suddenly cross the Tagus ;for the want of
good information was now and for a long time after severely felt.
This was in February ;but when Del Parque's movement from
Gata to Badajos occupied the attention of Mermet,* and that Junot
commenced the siege of Astorga, the repairs of the road to Espinal
being also in a forward state, his situation was different; the Por-
tuguese army was brought up to Cea and Viseu, and the militia in
the northern provinces were ordered to concéntrate at Braga to
guard the Tras os Montes.

Ciudad Rodrigo being soon after seriously menaced, Lord Wel-
lington sent a brigade of heavy cavalry to Belmonte, and trans-
ferrcd his own quarters to Celerico ;for he contemplated a sudden
incursión into Castile withhis whole army, intending to strike at the
French magazines in Salamanca. But when he considerad the
forcé they liadin his front, which could be also reinforced by Kel-
lermann's and Junot's corps, and would therefore be strong enough
to defend the Tormes, he relinquished this project, and confined his
views to the succor of Ciudad Rodrigo, ifoecasion should offer
withoutdetriment to the general plan of defending Portugal in the
lines. The conduct of both the British and the Portuguese gov-
ernments cramped his exertions. The resources of the country

were not brought forward, and the English General could scarcely
maintain his actual position, much less advance ;and yet the Re-
gency treated his remonstrances lightly,exactly following the sys-
tem of the Spanish Central Junta during the campaign of Talavera.

Indignant at their conduct, he told them that \u25a0 their proceedings
were evasive and frivolous ;that the army could neither move for-
ward ñor remain without food;that the time was one which would
not admit of idle or hollow proceedings, or partiality, or neglect of
public or prívate interests ;that the resources were in the country,
could be drawn forth, and must be so ifthe assistance of England
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was desired ;finally, that punishment should follow disobedienceand, to be effectual, must begin with the higher classes."* Then'issuing a proclamation, he pointed out the duties and the omissions'of both magistrates and people, and by this vigorous interferenceprocured some immediate relief for his íroops.
Meanwhile, General Crawfurd had commenced a series of re-markable operations with the light división. His three reoimentsofinfantry were singularly fittedfor any difficultservice ; they had

been for several years under Sir John Moore, and, being carefully
disciplmed in the peculiar school of that great man, carne to the
field with such a knowledge of arms, that, in six years of real war-fare, no weakness could be detectad in their system.

As the enemy's posts on the Águeda rendered it impossible for
the hght división to remain without cavalry beyond the Coa unlesssome support was at hand nearer than Guarda or Celerico, Craw-furd proposed that, while he advanced to the Águeda, Cote, withthe fourth división,should take up the line of the Coa. But thatGeneral would not quit his own position at Guarda; and LordWellington approving, and yet desirous to secure the line of theCoa with a view to succor Ciudad Rodrigo, brought up the thirddivisión to Pinhel ;and then reinforcing Crawfurd with the firstGermán hussars, (four hundred excellent and experienced solders,)
and with a superb troop of horse-artillery, commanded by Captain
Ross, gave him the command of all the outposts, and ordered Pie
ton and Cote to support him, ifcalled upon.

In the middle ofMarch Crawfurd lined the bank ofthe Águeda
withhis hussars, from Escalhon on the left to Navas Frías on theright, a distance of twenty-five miles, following the course of the
river. The infantry were disposed in small parties inthe villages
between Almeida and the lower Águeda ; the artillery was at FortConception, and twobattalions ofPortuguese cacadores which soon
afterwards arrived, were placed in reserve, making a total of fourthousand men and six guns.

The French at this period were extended indivisions from San
íehces to Ledesma and Salamanca, but as they did not oceupy the
pass of Perales, Carrera's Spanish división being at Coria, was in
communication with Crawfurd, whose line, although extended, was
veryadvantageous. For fromNavas Frias to the Douro, the Águe-
da was rendered unfordable by heavy rain, and only four bridges
crossed it on that whole extent, namely, one at Navas Frias; one
at Villar, about a league below the first;one at Ciudad Rodrigo;
and _one at San Felices, called the bridge of Barba del Puerco.
While, therefore, the hussars kept a good watch at the two first
bridges which were distant, the troops could always concéntrate*
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under Almeida before the enemy could reach them from that side ;
and on the side of Barba del Puerco, the ravine was so profound
that a few companies of the ninety-fifth were considered capable of
opposing any numbers. This arrangement sufficed while the Águeda
was swollen;but that river was capricious, often fallingmany feet
in a night without apparent reason. When itwas fordable, Craw-
furd always withdrew his outposts, and concentrated his división,
and his situation demanded a quickness and intelligence in the
troops, the like of which has seldom been known. Seven minutes
sufficed for the división to get under arms in the middle of íhe
night, and a quarter of an hour, night or day, to bring it in order
of battle to the alarm-posts, with the baggage loaded and assembled
at a convenient distance in the rear ;and this not upon a concertad
signal, or as a trial,but at all times and certain.

The 19th, General Ferey, a bold officer, desiring either to créate
a fear of French enterprise at the commencement of the campaign,
or thinking to surprise the división, collected six hundred grena-
diers cióse to the bridge of San Felices ; and, just as the moon,
rising behind him, cast long shadows from the rocks, and rendered
the bottom of the chasm dark, he silently passed the bridge and,
with incredible speed ascending the opposite s'ide, bayonetcd the
sentries, and fellupon lhe piquet so fiercely, that friends and ene-

mies went fighting info the village of Barba del Puerco while the
first shout was stillechoing inthe gulf below. So sudden was the
attaek, and so great the confusión, that the British companies
could not form, but each soldier encountering the nearest enemy,
fought hand to hand, and their Colonel, Sydney Beckwith, conspi-
cuous by his lofty stature and daring actions, a man capable of ral-
lying a whole army in flight,urged the contest with such vigor that
in a quarter of an hour the French column was borne back and
pushed over the edgg of the descent^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^M
pilos skirmish proved that while the Águeda was swollen. the
enemy could gain nothing by slight operations ;but it was difficult
to keep in advance of the Coa, because the want of money had re-
duced the whole army to straits, and Crawfurd, notwithstanding
his prodigious activity, was unable to feed bis división;wherefore,
giving the reins to his fiery temper, he seized some church-plate,
with a view to the purchasing of corn. For this rash act he was
rebuked, and such redress granted that no mischief followed;and
fortunately the proceeding itself had some effect inprocuring sup-
plies, as it convinced the priests that the distress was not feigned.

When the sixlhcorps again approached Ciudad Rodrigo in the
latter end of April,Lord Wellington, as Ihave before said, moved
his head-quarters to Celerico, and Carrera took post at St. Martin
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Trebeja, occupying the pass of Perales ;but being there menacedby Kellermann's troops, he carne down in May from the hills to
Ituero on the Azava river, and connected his left with the lightdivisión, which was then posted at Gallegos Espeja and Barba del
Puerco. Crawfurd and he then agreed that, ifattacked, the British
should concéntrate in the wood behind Espeja, and ifunable to
maintain themselves there, should unite with the Spaniards at Navad'Aver, and finally retire to Villa Mayor, a village covering the
passage of the Coa by the bridge of Seceira, from whence there
was a sure retreat to Guarda.

It was at this period that Massena's arrival in Spain becameknown to the allies ; the deserters, for the first time, ceased to
speak of the Emperor's commanding in person, and all agreed that
serious operations would soon commence. No good information
could be obtained ;but, as the river continued unfordable, Craw-
furd maintained his position until the end of May, when certain
advice of the march of the French battering-train was received
through Andreas Herrasti ; and the lst of June, Ney, descending
upon Ciudad Rodrigo, threw a bridge on trestles over the Águeda
at the convent of Caridad, two miles above, and a few days after-wards, a second at Carboneras, four miles below the fortress. This
concenlration of the French troops relieved the northern provinces
of Portugal from danger ;sixteen regiments of milifia were im-
mediately brought down from Braganza to the lower Douro ;pro-
visions carne by water to Lamego ; the army was enabled to subsist,
and the militaryhorizon began to clear.

The 8th, four thousand French cavalry having crossed the
Águeda, Crawfurd concentrated his forces at Gallegos and Espeja,
and the Spaniards occupied the wood behind the last-named vil-
lage ; and it was at this moment, when Spain was overwhelmed,
and when the eye could scarcely command the interminable lines
of French inhis immediate front, that Martin Carrera thought fit
to invite Marshal Ney to desert !

Nothing could be more oritical than Crawfurd's position. From
the Águeda to the Coa the whole country, although studded with
woods and scooped into hollows, was free for cavalry and artillery,
and there were at least six thousand horsemen and fiftyguns within
an hour's march of his position. His right was at Espeja, where
thick woods rendered itimpossible to discover an enemy until cióse
upon the village, while wide plains behind almost precluded hope
in a retreat before the multitude of French cavalry and artillery.
The confluence of the Azava withthe Águeda offered indeed some
security to his left, because the channel of the former river there
bacame a chasm, and the ground rose high and rugged at each side
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of the bridge of Marialva, two miles in front of Gallegos. Never-theless, the bank on the enemy's side was highest, and to oblain a
good prospect, it was necessary to keep posts beyond the Azava ;
moreover the bridge of Marialva could be turned by a ford below
the confluence ofthe streams.

The lOth, the Águeda became fordable in all parts, but, as the
enemy occupied himself with the raising of redoubts, to secure bis
bridge at Carboneras, and with other preparations for the siege of
Rodrigo, Crawfurd, trusting to his own admirable arrangements^ and
to the surprising discipline of his troops, stillmaintained his danger-
ous position. He thus encouraged the garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo,
and protected the villages in the plain between the Azava and the
Coa from the enemy's fbraging parties.

On the 18th, the eighth corps was seen to take post at San
Felices and other points, and all the villages, from the Sierra de
Francia to the Douro, were occupied by the French army. The23d, Julián Sánchez, breaking out of Ciudad, carne into Gallegos.
The 25th, the French batteries opened against the fortress, their
cavalry closed upon the Azava, and Crawfurd withdrewhis outposts
to the left bank. The 26th, it was known that Herrasti had lost
one hundred and fiftykilled, and five hundred wounded ; and the
2'Jth a Spaniard, passing the French posts, brought Carrera a note,
containing these words:

"
O venir luego!luego! luego! a secorror

esta plaza." ("Oh! come, now! now! now! to the succor of this
place.") On the lst of July the gallant oíd man repeated his
"Luego, luego, luego, por ultimo vez."

Meanwhile, Lord Wellington, still hoping that the enemy, by
detaching troops, would furnish an opportunity of relieving Ciudad
Rodrigo, reinforced Crawfurd with the l_th and l6th lightdragoons,
and transferred his own quarters to Alverca, a village hali-way
between Almeida and Celerico. The Spaniards supposed he would
attack, and Romana, quitting Badajos, carne to propose a combined
movement for carrying off the garrison. This was a trying moment !
The English General had come from the Guadiana with the avowed
piupose of securing Rodrigo; he had, in a manner, pledged him-
self to make ita point in his own operations; his army was cióse
at hand, the garrison brave and distressed, the governor honorably
iulfillinghis part. To permit such a place to fall without a blow
struck, wouldbe a grievous disaster, and a more grievous dishonor
to the British arms; the troops desired the enterprise; the Span-
¡ai-ds demanded it,as a proofof good faith;the Portuguese to keep
the war away from their own country; finally, policy seemed to cali
for this effort, test the world might deem the promised defence üf
Portugal a heartless and a hollow boast. Nevertheless, Romana
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returned without his object. Lord Wellington absolutely refused
to ventare even a brigade, and thus proved himself a truly great
commander, and of a steadfast mind.

It was not a single campaign but a terrible war that he hadundertaken. Ifhe lost but five thousand men, his own government
would abandon the contest; ifhe lost fifteen, he must abandon it
himself. His whole disposable forcé didnot exceed fifty-six thou-
sand men ; of these, twelve thousand were with Hill,and one-half
of the remainder were untried and raw. But this included all,even
to the Portuguese cavalry and garrisons. Allcould not, however,
be brought into line, because Reynier, acting in concert withMas-
sena, had, at this period, collected boats, and made demonstrations
to pass the Tagus and move upon Coria; French troops were also
crossing the Morena, inmarch towards Estremadura, which obltaed
Lord Wellington to detach eight thousand Portuguese to Thomar,
as a reserve ;and these and Hill's corps being deducted, not quite
twenty-five thousand men were available to carry off the garrison
in the face of sixty thousand French veterans. This enterprise
would also have taken the army two marches from Guarda, and
Coria was scarcely more distant from that place: henee, a división
must have been left at Guarda, test Reynier, deceiving Hill,should
reach it first.

Twenty thousand men of all arms remained, and there were two
modes of using them: 1. Inan open advance and battle; 2. Ina
secret movement and surprise. To effect the last, the army might
have assembled in the night upon the Azava, and filed over the
single bridge of Ciudad Rodrigo, with a view of capturing the bat-
tering train,by a sally, or ofbringing offthe garrison. But, with-
out dwelling on the fact that Massena's information was so good
that he knew, in two days after itoccurred, the object of Romana's
visit,such a movement could scarcely have been made unobserved,
even in the early part of the siege, and certainly not towards the
end, when the enemy were on the Azava.*

Anopen battle a madman only would have ventured. The army,
passing over a plain,in the face of nearly three times its own num-
bers, must have exposed its flanks to the enemy's bridges on the
Águeda, because the fortress was situated in the bottom of a deep
bend of the river,and the French were on the convex side. What
hope then for twenty thousand mixed soldiers cooped up between
two rivers, when eight thousand cavalry and eighty guns should
come pouring over the bridges on their fíanks, and fifty thousand
infantry would have followed to the attack? What would even a
momentary success have availed? Five thousand undisciplined
men brought off from Ciudad Rodrigo, would have illsupplied the* Appeudix 21.
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ten or twelve thousand good troops lost in the battle, and the tem-
porary relief of the fortress would have been a poor compensation
for the loss of Portugal. For what was the actual state of affairs
in that country? The militiadeserting in crowds lo the harvest,
the Regency infullopjosition to the General, lhe measures for lay-
in"- waste the country not perfected, and the public mind despond-
inn-! The enemy would soon have united bis whole forcé and
advanced to retrieve his honor, and who was to have withstood
him?

Massena, sagacious and well understanding his business, only
desired that the attempt should be made. He held back his troops,
appeared careless, and in his proclamations taunted lhe English
General, that he was afraid!

—
that the sails were flapping on the

ships prepared to carry him away
—

that he was a man who, insen-
sible to miiitary honor, permitted his ally's towns to fall without
risking a shot to save them, or to redeem his plighted word! But
all this subtlety failed;Lord Wellington was unmoved, and abided
his own time.

"
Ifthou art a great general, Martas, come down

and fight! Ifthou art a great general, Silo, make me come down
and fight!"

Ciudad Rodrigo, left to its fate, held out yet a little longer, and
meanwhile the enemy pushed infantry on to the Azava; Carrera
retired to the Dos Casas river; and Crawfurd, reinforced with the
sixteenth and fourteenth light dragoons, placed his cavalry at Gal-
legos, and concentrated his infantry in the wood of Alameda, two

miles in rear, from whence he could fall back, eilher to the bridge
of Almeida by San Pedro, or to the bridge of Castello Bom by Villa
Formosa. Obstínate however not to relinquish a foot of ground
that he could keep either by art or forcé, he disposed his troops in
single ranks on the rising grounds, in the evening of the 2d of July,
and then sending some horsemen to the rear to raise the dust,
marched the ranks of infantry in succession, and slowly, within
sight ofthe enemy, hoping that the latter would imagine the whole
army was come up to succor Ciudad Rodrigo. He thus gained
two days, but on the 4th of July, a strong body of the enemy
assembled at Marialva, and a squadron of horse, crossing the ford
below the bridge, pushed at full speed towards Gallegos, driying
back the piquets; the enemy then passed the river, and the British
retired skirmishing upon Alameda, leaving two guns, a troop ot the
16th and a troop of Germán hussars to cover the movement. This
rear-guard was scarcely drawn up on a hillhalf-cannon shot from
a streamlet with marshy banks, which crossed the road to Alameda,
when a column of French horsemen was observed coming on at a
charging pace, diminishmg its front as it approached the bridge.
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but resolute to pass, and preserving the most perfect order, not-withstanding some well-directed shots from the guns. Ca'taainKrauchenberg, of the hussars, proposed to charge those who' firstcarne over, but the English officer did not conceive his orders war-
ranted it,and the gallant Germán, riding fullspeed against the headof the advancing columns with his single troop, killed the leadino-
officers, overthrew the front ranks, and drove the whole bacL
Meanwhile the enemy crossed the stream at other points, and a
squadron coming cióse up to Alameda was driven off by a volleyfrom the third cacadores.

This skirmish not being followed up by the enemy, Crawfurdtook a fresh post with his infantry and guns ina wood near FortConception ;his cavalry, reinforced by Julián Sánchez and Carre-ras divisions, were disposed higher up on the Dos Casas, and theFrench withdrewbehind the Azava, leaving only a piquet at Gal-
legos. Their marauding parties, however, entered the villages ofBarquillo and Villa de Puerco for three nights successively, and
Crawfurd, thinking to cut them off, formed two ambuscades', one
near Villade Puerco with six squadrons, another of three squad-
rons near Barquillo;he also placed his artillery, five companies ofthe ntaety-fifth and the third cacadores in reserve, for the enemy
were again in forcé at Gallegos, and even in advance of it.Alittle after daybreak, on the llth, two French parties were
observed, the one of infantry near Villa de Puerco, the other ofcavalry at Barquillo, and the open country on the right would
have enabled the six squadrons to get between the infantry inVillade Puerco and their point of retreat ;but this was circuitous, andCrawfurd preferred pushing straight through a stone inclosure as
the shortest road. The inclosure proved difficult,the squadrons
were separated, and the French, two hundred strong, had time todraw up in square on a rather steep rise of land, yet so far fromthe edge as not to be seen until the ascent was gained. The two
squadrons which first arrived galloped inupon them, and the charge
was rough and pushed borne, but failed; the troopers received the
fire of the square in front and on both sides, and inpassing saw
and heard the French Captain, Guache, and his sergeant-major
exhorting the men to shoot carefully. Scarcely was this charge
over when the enemy's cavalry carne out of Barquillo, and the
two British squadrons having re-formed, rodé against it,and made
twenty-nine inen and two officers prisoners, a few being also wound-
ed. Meanwhile Colonel Talbot, mounting lhehillwith four squad-
rons of the fourteenth dragoons, bore gallantly in upon Captain
Guache ;but the latter again opened such a fire, that Talbot him-
self and fourteen men went down cióse to the bayonets, and the
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stout Frcnchman made good his retreat. Crawfurd then returned
to the camp, having had thirty-two troopers, besides the Colonel,
killedor wounded in this unfortunate affair.

That day Ciudad Rodrigo surrendered, and the Spanish troops,
grieved and irritated, separated from the light división, and march-
ing by the pass of Perales, rejoined Romana. Crawfurd then as-
sumed a fresh position, a mile and a half from Almeida. and
demanded a reinforcement of two battalions. Lord Wellington
replied that he would give him two divisions ifhe could held his
ground, but that he could not do so, and knowing the temper of the
man, he repeated his former orders not to fight beyond the Coa.

On the 21st, the enemy's cavalry again advanced, Fort Concep-
tion was blown up, and Crawfurd fell back to Almeida, apparently
disposed to cross the Coa, but nothing was further fromhis thoughts.
Braving the whole French army, he had kept with a weak divisiónfor three months, within two hours' march of sixty thousand men,
appropriating the resources of the plains entirely to himself; and
this exploit, only to be appreciated by militarymen, did not satisfy
his feverish thirst of distinction. Hitherto he had safely affronted
a superior power, and forgetting that his stay beyond the Coa was a
matter of sufferance, not real strength, with headstrong ambition,
he resolved, in defiance of reason and ofthe reiterated orders of hisGeneral, to fight on the right bank.

The British forcé under arms now consisted of four thousand in-
fantry, eleven hundred cavalry, and six guns, and his position. (me
mile and a half in length, extended in an oblique line towards the
Coa The cavalry piquets were upon the plain in his front, his
right was on some broken ground, and his left, resting on an unfiu-
ished tower eight hundred yards from Almeida, was defended by
the guns of that fortress; but his back was on the edge of the
ravine forming the channel of the Coa, and the bridge was more
than a mile distant in the bottom of the chasm.

COMBAT OF THE COA.

A stormy night ushered in the 24th of July. The troops,
drenched with rain, were under arms before daylight, expecting to
retire, when a few pistol shots in front, followed by an order for
the cavalry reserves and the guns to advance, gave notice of the
enemy's approach ; and as the morning cleared, twenty-four thou-
sand French infantry, five thousand cavalry, and thirty pieces of
artillery were observed in march beyond the Turones. The Britifth
line was immediately contracted and brought under the edge of the
ravine ;but meanwhile Ney, who had observed Crawfurd's false dis-
position, carne down with the swoop of an eagle. Four thousand
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horsemen and apowerful artilleryswept the plaii,.he allied cavalrygave back, and Loison's división, coming up at a charging nacemade towards the centre and left of the position.
While the French were thus pouring onward, several ill-iud_tad

changes were made on the English side ;part of the troops wereadvanced, others drawn back, and the forty-third regiment mostunaccountably placed withinan inclosure of solidmasonry at leastten feet high, situated On the left of the road, about half-musketshot down the ravine, and having but one narrow outlet. Whilethus impnsoned, the firing in front redoubled, the cavalry theartillery, and the cacadores successively passed by in retreat' andthe sharp clang of the ninety-fifth rifle was heard along the edge
ot the¡plain above. A few moments later, and the forty-third wouldhave been surrounded, ifhere, as inevery other part of this fieldthe quickness and knowledge of the battalion officers had notremedied the faults ofthe General. One minute sufficed to loosensome large stones, a powerfnl effort burst the inclosure, and theregiment re-formed in column of companies, was the next instantup with the nflemen. There was no room to array the line,no timefor anyttang but battle; every captain carried offhis company asanindependen! body, andjoming as he could with the ninety-fifth oríifty-second, the whole presentad a mass of skirmishers, acting insmall parties and under no regular command, yet each confident inthe courage and discipline of those on his right and left; and allregulatmg their movements by a common discretion, and keepin-
together with surprising vigor.

°
Itis unnecessary to describe the first burst of French soldiers.Itis well known wilhwhat gallantry the officers lead, with whatvehemence the troops follow,and with what a storm of fire they

waste a field of battle. At this moment, with the advantage ofground and numbers, they were breaking over the edo-e of theravine, their guns, ranged along the summit, played hotly withgrape and their hussars, galloping over the glacis of Almeida,
poured down the road sabring everything in their way. Ney, de-
sirous that Montbrun should follow this movement with the wholeot the hrench cavalry, and so cut off the troops from the brido-e,
sent fave officers m succession to urge him on; and indeed, somixed were fnends and enemies at the moment, that onlya few gunsot the fortress durst open, and no courage could have availed
against such overwhelming numbers. But Montbrun enjoyed anindependen! command, and as the attack was made without Masse-na s knowledge, he would not stir. Then the British regiments,
with singular intelligence and discipline, extricated themselves
írom their perilous situation. Falling back slowly, and yet stop
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pin" and fighting whenever opportunity offered, íhey made their
way through a rugged country tangled with vineyards, in despite
of 'their enemies, who were so fierce and eager, that even the horse-
men rodé in amongst the inclosures, striking at the soldiers as they
mounted the walls or scrambled over the rocks.

As the retreating troops approached the river, they carne upon

a more open space ;but the left wing being harder pressed, and
having the shorlest distance, arrived while the bridge was still
crowdcd and some of the right wing distant. Major M'Leod of
the forty-third, seeing this, rallied four companies on a hill just in

front of the passage, and was immediately joined by a party of the
ninety-fifth; and at the same time, twoother companies were postad
by Brigade Major Rowan on another hilllianking the road. These
posts were maintained untilthe enemy, gathering in great numbers,
made a second burst, when the companies fell back ;but at that

moment the right wing of the fifty-second was seen marching to-
wards the bridge, which was stillcrowded with the passing troops.
M'Leod, a very young man, but with a natural genius for war,
immediately turned his horse round, called to the troops to follow,

and taking off his cap, rodé with a shout towards the enemy.
The suddenness of the thing, and the distinguished action of the
man, produced the effect he designed ;a mob of soldiers rushed
after him, cheering and charging as if a whole army liad been

at their backs, and the enemy's skirmishers, astonished at this
unexpected movement, stopped short. Before they could re-

cover from their surprise, the fifty-second crossed the river, and
M'Leod, following at fullspeed, also gained lhe other side without
a disaster.

As the regiments passed the bridge, they planted themselves in

loóse order on the side of the mountain. The artillery drew up

on the summit, and the cavalry were disposed in parties on the

roads to the right, because two miles higher up the stream there

were fords, and beyond them the bridge of Castello Bom;and it

was to be apprehended that, while the sixth corps was in front. the

reserves, and a división of the eighth corps, then on the Águeda,
might pass at those places and get between the división and Celerico.
The river was, however, rising fast from the rains, and it was im-

possible to retreat farther.
The French skirmishers, swarming on the right bank, opened a

biting fire, which was returned as bitterly;the artillery on both
sides plaved across the ravine, the sounds were repeated by nuin-

berless echoes, and the smoke, rising slowly, resolved itself into an

miníense arch, spanning the whole chasm, and sparkhng with the
whirling tuses of the flying shells. The enemy gathered fast aud



380 NAPIER'S PENINSULAR WAR. [Book XI,

thickly his columns were discovered forming behind the htah rocksand a dragoon was seen to try the depth of the stream above ;buttwo shots from the fifty-second killed horse and man, and the carcuses, floatmg between the hostile bands, showed that the riverwas impassable The monotonous tones of a French drum were
enPd theaí The "?*•ínStant' the head of a noble c°l™n da¿!
ened the longnarrow bridge, a drummer and an officer ina splendid
uní form leaped forward together, and the whole rushed on wi hloud cries. The depth of the ravine at first deceived the Engfoh
had bren'Tt' 7 tW°"thÍrdS °f the Pa8Sa°e WaS wo» ™ a°sho¿
had brought down an enemy; yet a few paces onwards the lineof death was traced, and the whole of the leading French sectionfell as one man ! Still the gallan* column pressed°forward, bu noIf!1114 Pa,s:,thf terrible *">; the killedand wounded roUedogether, until the heap rose nearly even with the parapet, and thehvmg mass behind melted away rather than gave back"lhe shoute of the British now rose loudly, but they were confi-dently answered, and, in half an hour, a second column! morenumerous than the first, again crowded the bridge. Tto rime
won6íhe"' me,;r? "^b6tter JUdged' and 6re half the dist^e wi'
ten or tw 1 WaS, agMn t0rn' shatte«d, dispersed and slain;ten or twelve men only succeeded in crossing, and took shelterunder the rocks at the brink of the river. The skirmishin. wasthen renewed, and a French surgeon coming down to the very foot
dres iLt^S6' Tf7 IaV\d hÍS handkerchief and commenced
anne ?ÍÍ TT^"^ h°tteSt &K'n0™ this touching
undanntef r6Very mUSkettU1'ned fr°m him,although his stillZt2xAAC°TPTmen WLre Preparil,g for a third atte™Pt- The
n3nat ,Hytí f°rc,+nS the passa-e was' however, become too ap-
S filaSt eff°rt' made with feebler «™bers and lessenergy, íailed almost as soon as itcommencedJSevertheless, the combat was unnecessarily continued. By theíaTeH taS lT* C°Ver thG 6SCaPe of those who hadpassed the bridge By the English, from ignorance of their object.Une of the enemy s guns was dismantled, a powder-magazine blewup and many continued to fallon both sides untilabout four o'clock,
when a heavy rain causing a momentary cessation of fire, the men
amongst the rocks returned, unmolested, to their own party, thehght ceased, and Crawfurd retired behind the Pinhel river. Forty-
oui- Portuguese, two hundred and seventy-two British,includingtwenty-eight officers were killed, wounded, or taken, and itwas atfirst supposed that Lieutenaut Dawson and half a company of íhefifty-second, which had been posted in the unfinished tower, werealso captured ;but that officer kept cióse until the evenino-, and
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then, with great intelligence, passed all the enemy's posts, and
crossing the Coa at a ford, rejoined his regiment.

In this action the French lostabove a thousand men, the slauo-h-
ter at the bridge was fearful to behold ;but Massena claimed^to
have taken two pieces of artillery, and itwas true, for the guns
intended to arm the unfinished tower, near Almeida, were lying
dismounted at the foot of the building. They, however, belonged
to the garrison of Almeida, not to the lightdivisión. That they
were not mounted and the tower garrisoned, was certainly a great
negligence ;the enemy's cavalry could not otherwise have fallen
so dangerously on the left of the position, and the after-investmentof Almeida would have been retarded. In other respects, the
governor, severely censured by Crawfurd, at the time, for not open-
ing his fire sooner and more vigorously, was unblamable ;the
whole affair had been so mismanaged by the General himself, that
(ríenos and enemies were mingled íogether from the first, and the
shots from the forlress would have killedboth.

During the fight, General Picton carne up alone from Pinhel.
Crawfurd desired the support of the third división; it was refused,
and excited by some previous disputes, the Generáis separated
after a sharp altercation. Picton was decidedly wrong, because
Crawfurd's siluation was one of extreme danger ;lie could not
retire, and Massena might undoubtedly have thrown his reserves,
by the bridge of Castello Bom, upon the right flank of the división,
and destroyed it between the Coa and the Pinhel rivers. Picton
and Crawfurd were, however, not formed by nature to act cor-
dially together. The stern countenance, robust frame, saturnine
complexión, caustic speech, and austere demeanor of the first, pro-
mised little sympathy with the short tliick figure, dark flashing
eyes, quick movements, and fiery temper of the second ;ñor did
they often meet withouta quarrel. Nevertheless, they had many
points of resemblance in their characters and fortunes. Both were
inclined to harshness, and rigid in command ;both prone to dis-
obedience, yet exacting entire submission from inferiors;and they
were alike ambitious and craving of glory. They both possessed
decided military talents, were enterprising and intrepid, yet neither
was remarkable for skillin handling troops under fire. This also
they had incommon, that both, after distinguished services, perished
in arms, fighting gallantly, and being celebraled as generáis of
división while living, have, since their death, been injudiciously
spoken of as rivalling their great leader in war.

That they were officers of mark and pretensión is unquestionable,
and Crawfurd more so than Picton, because the latter never had a
sepárate command, and his opportunities were necessarily more cir-
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cumscribed; but to compare either to the Duke of Wellintaondisplays ignorance of the men and of the art they professed Ifthey had even comprehended the profound military and political
combinations he was then conducting, the one would have carefullyavoided fighting on the Coa, and the other, far from refusino-, wouldhave eagerly proffered his support.

CHAPTER Y.

Slight operations m Galhcia, Castile, the Asturias, Estremadura, aud Andalusia-Reymer passes the Tagua-H_ll maltes a parallel mov¿ment-Rom,m
spreads his troops over Estremadura-Lord Wellington atables aresTvet t?IdÜrÜle,¡l S,trÜ0,í °fSjlveira-Capturesa Swiss battalion at Pueblade Senabria Komana's troops defeated at Benvenida-Lascy and CantainCockburu land troops at Moguer, but are forced to re-embark-Lord Wcl&ton s plau-How thwarted-Siege of Almeida-Allies advanee toErexadsThe,nmeazme of'Almeida exploSes-Treachery ofBareiros^Town suríeudera-rhe alhes withdraw behind the Mondego-Fort of Albuquerque rohied bvmi explosion-Revuier marches on Sabugal, but returns^zS^Mavor-INapoleonri.rects Massena to advance-Descr.ption of the coimtrv^Erróneo^notions ofLord Wellington's views entertained by both arm es

irr°ne0118

Diedíg the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo, an expedition sailing fromCoruña, under Porlier, seized Santona, and dismantled that andother points on the coast. At the same time Mahi, coming downhom the Gallician mountains, menaced Astorga, and a detachmentof h.s army under Toboado Gil occupied Puebla de Senabria,acting m concert with Silveira. Mahi's movements could not bewellopposed by either Kellermann or Serras, during the sieee, be-cause the former had a strong detachment inBaños, and thetaoopsofthe atter were spread over too great an extent of ground ;but,when the place fell, the eighth corps, being detached beyond thelormes, to gather provisions, enabled Serras to act against theGalhcians The latter were then driven inlo the mountains, andloboado Gil, removing his stores from Puebla Senabria, drewcoser to Silveira, m expectation of an attack; but Serras, onlyplacmg a Swiss battalion and sixtydragoons at Puebla, fellback loZamora, and the eighth corps re-occupied the country between thelormes and the Águeda.
Meanwhile Bonnet defeated the Spaniards at Sales, and enteredCastropol on the frontier of Gallicia, but returned to Oviedo, on

heanng of the expedition to Santona. The Spaniards then re-em-barked for Coruña ;the project of a larger armament, to be directed



iHlo.] NAPIEK'S PENINSULAR WAR 883

niainst Santander itself, was adoptad, and Mahi affirmed that if
more arms and ammunition were sent to him from Eno-land he
would clear the platas of León, as far as the Esla river. His de-
nla,uls were complied with;Sir Home Popham was appointed to
superintend the naval expeditions against the coast ofthe Asturias
and Biscay, and a serious interruption of the French communicalions
was planned, but never realized.

General Reynier now passed the Tagus with the second corps,
but it appears that this movement should have been executed in
June, for boats were collected at Barca de Aleónete, in the middle
of that month ;and the French only waited for a detachment from
Andalusia, when Mendizabel, taking the road of Zafra, attacked
that detachment, at Los Santos, on the 23d, and Reynier immedi-
ately moved to its succor, with one división of infantry and allhis
cavalry. At this period the insurrection caused by Lascy's expe-
dition to the Ronda, had drawn allthe troops of the fifthcorps from
Seville to tliat side, the Duke of Aremberg and General Remond
had fallen back behind the river Tinto, and Copons had advanced
to collect provisions on the Odiel. In this threatening state of
affairs, instead of returning to Merida, Reynier endeavored to sur-
prise Imas, at Xeres de los Cavalleros, and failing in that, pushed
across the Morena against Ballesteros, and the latter being at
Campo Frió,beyond Araceña, and ignorant that Imas had retreated,
could only save himself by a hasty fiight across the frontier ofPor-
tugal. Meanwhile, Lascy being beaten in the Ronda, the fifthcoqis
retired to Seville, D'Aremberg and Remond re-oecupied Huelva
and Moguer, and Reynier, going back to Merida, resumed his de-
sign of passing the Tagus. His boats were still at Aleónete, for
the Spaniards had neglecled this opportunity of destroying them ;
but, as it was necessary to cover the operations both from Hill's
división which was concentrated at Campo Mayor, and from the
Portuguese troops behind lhe Elga river, a strong rear-guard was
placed on the Salor to watch the former, and the Freneh división at
Baños advanced to Coria to awe the latter.* Reynier then quitting
Merida the lOth of July, marched, by Truxilloand Caceres, upon
Aleónete and Almaraz, and effected the passage, bis rear-guard fol-
lowing on the 16th. This cautious operation saved him from au
attack meditated by Hill,who had received orders to unite with
Romana, and drive the second corps back, with a view to gatherthe
hurvest for the vietualltag of Badajos and the other frontier for-
tresses. The passage of the Tagus being thus effected by the
l'rench, General Hillmade a parallel movement, which, on hispan.
only required thirty-six hours; and meanwhile, Lord Wellington
assembled a reserve at Thomar, under the command of* Genera.



Leith, consisting of eight thousand Portuguese and two thousandBritishinfantry, just arrived from England.
Reynier having reached Coria, detached a forcé, by Peralesupon Sabugal, but recalled it when he found that Hill,having

crossed the Tagus by VillaVelha, was at Castello Branco on the
21st. The two Generáis then faced each other. Hill,joined by a
strong body ofPortuguese cavalry, under General Fane, encamped,
with sixteen thousand men and eighteen guns, at Sarzedas, just in
front of the Sobreira Formosa ;his advanced guard was in Castello
Branco, his horsemen on the line of the Poncul ;and a brigade ofPortuguese infantry was posted at Fundao, to keep up the com-
munication with Guarda, and to cover the Estrada Nova. BehindHill,Leith occupied lhe line of the Zezere, and thus twenty-six
thousand men, besides the militia, were in observation between theEstrella and the Tagus.

Reynier first made demonstrations on the side of Salvatierra,
but being repulsed by some Portuguese cavalry, divided his forces
between Penamacor and Zarza Mayor ; he also established a post
of one hundred and fiftymen on the left bank of the Tagus, near
the mouth of the Rio del Monte ;and, by continual movements,
rendered it doubtful whether he meant to repass the Tagus, or to
advance upon Sarzedas, or to joinMassena. Meanwhiíe, Balles-
teros returned to Araceña; Imas to Xeres de los Cavalleros;
O'Donnell entered Truxillo,and Carlos de España cut off the
French post on the Rio del Monte. Romana was, however, soon
obliged to concéntrate his troops again, forMortier was on the Gua-
dalquivir, with a view to re-enter Estremadura. Such was the
situation of the armies inthe beginning of August ;but Massena,
when assured that Reynier had crossed lhe Tagus, directed the
sixth corps and the cavalry upon Almeida, which led, as we have
seen, to the combat on the Coa, during which Loison, imagining
the governor to be a native, pressed him to desert the cause of the
English—"

that vile people, whose object was to enslave the Portu-
guese!'

Lord Wellington's situation was now critical. Ciudad Rodrigo
furnished the French with a place of arms :they might disregard
Almeida, and their tardy investment of it,viewed in conjunetion
with the great magazines collecling at Ciudad Rodrigo, indicated
an intention of so doing. Massena's dispositions were such as
rendered his true designs difficult to be discovered. The sixth
corps and the reserve cavalry were, indeed, around Almeida, but,
by telegraphic intercourse with the garrison, it was known that the
investment was not real, and the heads of the columns pointed to-
wards Celerico. Loisan's advanced guard was inPinhel the day
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after Crawfurd's action;the second corps, divided between Zarza
Mayor and Penamacor, and with boats, near Alcántara, on the
TÜgos, menaced equally the line of that river and the line of the
Zezere ;and it was as likely that Massena would join Reynier as
that Reynier would joinMassena. It wás known byan intercepted
letter, that Napoleón liad ordered Reynier to invade by the line of
Abrantes while the fifth corps entered the Alemetejo, and Mas-
sena acted by the valley of lhe Mondego ;but as Reynier was by
the same letter placed under Massena's command, and the fifth
corps was not then in a condition to move against the Alemtejo,no
certain notion of the enemy's intention couldbe formed. The eio-hth
corps and the división of Serras and Kellermann, being between
the Tormes and the Esla, might break into the northern provinces
ofPortugal, while the sixth and second corps should hold the allies
in check, and this was undoubtedly the surest course ;because the
taking of Oporto would have furnished many resources, stricken
the natives with terror, dispersed the northern militia, opened the
great coast-road to Lisbon, and enabled Massena to avoid all the
difficult country about the Mondego. The English General must
then have retired before the second and sixth corps, unless he
attacked Ney; an unpromising measure, because of the enemy's
strength in horse :in fine, although Massena was dilatory, he had
one hundred and sixteen thousand men and the initialoperations
inhis power, and Lord Wellington was obliged to wait upon his
movements.

The actual position of the allies was too extended and too for-
ward, yet to retire at once would have seemed timid;henee Lord
Wellington remained quiet during the 25th, 26th, and 27th of July,
although the enemy's posts were thickening on the Pinhel river.
lhe 28th, the Brilish cavalry advanced to Frexadasyand the in-
fantry withdrew behind the Mondego, except the fourth división,
Which remained at Guarda. The light división occupied Celerico ;
the other divisions were posted at Penhancos, C'arapichina, and
romos ;the Portuguese troops were a day's march behind. The
sick and wounded men were transferred daily to the rear, and the
hne of retreat kept free from encumbrance. The enemy then
made a demonstration towards St. Joa de Pesquera, and defeated
some militiaat Fosboa, on the Douro, but finally retired across the
Coa, and, after a few skirmishes with the garrison on the 3d of
August, left the communication with Almeida again free. At the
same time, a detachment of Reynier's horse was encountered at
Atalaya, near Fundao, and beaten by the Portuguese cavalry and
ordenanza with a loss of fifty killed or taken, after which the
French withdrew from Penamacor.
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On the side of Gallicia, Kellermann advanced from Benevente
to Castro Contrijo, and detachments from Serras's división pene-
trated towards Monterey, ordering provisions forten thousand men
on the road to Braganza. Silveira then marched on Senabria, de-
feated a few of the enemy's cavalry there on the sixth; invested
the Swiss on the 7th ;and, on the lOth, obliged them to capitúlate
at the moment when Serras, who had foolishly left them there and
neglected to succor them in time, was tardily coming to their
relief. Five hundred men and an eagle were taken, and Silveira
who did not lose a man, thought of giving battle to Serras, but
Beresford alarmed at such rashness sent him imperative orders to
retreat ; an operation he performed by abandoning his rear-<niard
which was under the command of Colonel J. Wilson, and which,
being closely pressed, was saved by that officer under circumstances
of such difficulty that he received the public thanks of the Mar-
shal.

This advantage in the north was balanced by adisaster inEstre-
madura. The Spanish generáis, never much disposed to respect
Lord Wellington's counsels, were now less so than before, from the
discontent engendered by the fall of Ciudad Rodrigo. He had
pressed upon Romana the policyof avoiding battles ; had procured
permission that Campo Mayor should be given to him as a place
of arms, with leave to retire into Portugal when overmatched by
the enemy ; and he had shown him that Hill'sdeparture greatly
augmentad the necessity of caution. Nevertheless, Romana joined
Ballesteros, and, as their united forcé amounted to eighteen thou-
sand infantry and two thousand cavalry besides partidas, the Eng-
lish General immediately foresaw that they would offer battle, be
defeated, and lay open the whole frontier of the Alemtejo;he,
therefore, directed Hillto send Madden's brigade of Portuguese
cavalry to their assistance.

Madden reached Campo Mayor the 14th, but Romana's ad-
vanced guard under Mendizabel had been defeated on the llthat
Benvenida, and having lost six hundred men, was going to lay
down its arms, when fortunately Carrera arrived with the Spanish
cavalry and disengaged it; the whole then retreated across the
Morena, the Monte Molin and Fregenal, but the French pursued
and slew or took four hundred more.* The followingday Mortier
entered Zafra, and Romana retired to Almendralejos. The enemy
did not, however, press this adyantage, because Lascy with three
thousand men from Cádiz, convoyed by Captain Cockburn of the
British navy, had landed near Moguer and driven the Duke of
Aremberg towards Seville, while Copons drove Remond upon Za-
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lamea ;and although the French soon rallied and obliged Lascy tore-embark, Mortier was withdrawn towards the Morena, and Ro-
mana again advanced to Zafra. This affair at Moguer was very
contemptible, but the tumid nature of Cockburn's°despatches on
the oecasion obtained for ita momentary celebrity.

It would appear that Massena had been waiting forMortier's
movements to develop his own plans, for on the day that the latter
entered Zafra, the sixth corps formally invested Almeida, and Lord
Wellington immediately bringing up the Portuguese, recrossed the
Mondego ;the British being at Pinhel, Frexadas, and Guarda, and
the Portuguese at Celerico, Govea, Melho, and Trancoso. In this
situation, expecting a vigorous defence from Almeida, he had good
hopes to delay the enemy for six weeks or two months, wheifthe
rains setting in wouldgive him additional advantages in the defence
of the country. He had intended to keep the light división on the
Cabeca Negro overhanging the bridge of the Coa, and thus secure
a communication with the garrison, or forcé the French to invest
the place with their whole army. Crawfurd's rashness marred this
plan, and he himself was so dispirited by the action on the 24th,
that the commander-in-chief did not think itprudent to renew the
project. YetMassena's tardiness, and the small forcé with whicli
he finally invested the place, led Lord Wellington to think of
assembling secretly a large and chosen body of men behind the
Cabeca Negro, with the view of suddenly forcing the bridge and
the fords, and taking the French battering train, or at least bring-
ing oíf the garrison ;but while revolving this great stroke in his
mind, an unexpected and terrible disaster broke his measures.

SIEGE OP ALMEIDA.

This fortress, although regularly constructed with six bastions,
ravelins, an excellent ditch, and covered way, was extremely de-
tective. The ramparts were too high for the glacis, and from some
near ground, on the side of the attack, the bottom of the ditch
might be seen. An oíd square castle, built on a mound in the
centre of the town, contained three bomb-proofs, the doors of which
were not secure ;and with the exception of some damp easemates
in one bastión, there was no other magazine for the powder. Col-
onel Cox was governor, and his garrison, composed of one regular
and two militia regiments, a body of artillery and a squadron of
cavalry, amounted to about four thousand men.*

On the 18th, the trenches were begun under cover of a false
attack, and in the morning of the 26th (the second parallel being
commenced) sixty-five pieces of artillery mounted in ten batterie_i
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opened at once. Many houses were soon in flames, and the gar-rison was unable to extinguish them ; the counter fire was, how-
ever, brisklymaintained, and littlemilitary damage was sustained.Towards evening the cannonade slackened on both sides ;but just
after dark the ground suddenly trembled, the castle, bursting intoa thousand pieces, gave vent to a column of smoke and fire,andwitha prodigious noise the whole town sunk into a shapeless ruin!Treason or accident had caused the magazines to explode, and the'
devastation was incredible. The ramparts were breached, the
greatest part of the guns thrown into the ditch,five hundred people
were struck dead on the instant, and only six houses left standino-;
the stones thrown out hurt forty of the besiegers in the trenches^and the surviving garrison, aghast at the horrid commotion, dis-
regarded all exhortations to rally. Fearing that the enemy wouldtake the opportunity to storm the ramparts, the governor beat to
arms, and, running to the walls, with the help of an artillery officer,fired off the few guns that remained ;but the French shells felí
thickly all the night, and in the morning of the 27th, two officers
appeared at the gates of the town, with a letter from Massena,
offering terms.

Cox, sensible that further resistance was impossible, stillhoped
that the army would make a movement to relieve him, if he couldimpose upon lhe enemy for two or three days ;and he was in actof refusing the Prince of Esling's offer, when a mutiny, headed
openly by the lieutenant-governor, one Bernardo Costa, and secretly
by José Bareiros, the chief of artillery, who had been for some
time in secret correspondence with the French, obliged him to yield.
The remainder of the native officers, disturbed by fear, or swayed
by the influence of those two, were more willing to follow than to
oppose_ their dishonorable proceedings, and CQsta expressed his
resolution to hoist the white flag. The governor, seeing no remedy
by forcé, endeavored to procrastinate, and, being ignorant of Ba-
reiros' treason, sent him to the enemy with counter propositions.
Bareiros immediately informed Massena of the true state of the
garrison, and never returned ; and the finalresult was a surrender
upon agreement that the militiashould retire to their homes, and
the regulare remain prisoners of war.

While the treaty was pending, and even after the signature of
the arricies, in the night of the 27th, the French bombarded the
place. This act, unjustifiable, and strange because Massena's aide-
de-camp, Colonel Pelet, was actually within the walls when the
firing commenced, was excused, on the ground of an error in the
transmission of orders ; it,however, lasted during the whole night,
and Cox also asserts that the terms of the capitulation with respect
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to the militiawere violated.* Pelet indignantly denies this, affirm-
ing that when the garrison, stillamounting to three thousand men,
perceived the Marquis d'Aloma amongst the French generáis, the
greatest part immediately demanded service, and formed a brigade
under General Pamplona,! and the truth of this account is con-
firmed by two facts, namely, that the arganil militiawere sent in
by Massena the next day, and the 24th Portuguese regiment did
certainly take service with the enemy in a body.J Yet, so easily
are men's minds moved by present circumstances, that the greater
number deserted again, when they afterwards saw the allied ar-
mies.

Bareiros, having joined lhe enemy, eseapeci punishment, but De
Costa, being tried, was afterwards shot as a traitor, by the orders
of Marshal Beresford. His cowardice and mutiny merited this
chastisement, yet the evidence on which he was condemned was an
explanalory letter, writíen toLord Liverpoolby Cox, whilea pris-
oner at Verdun.

The explosión, the disappearance of the steeple, and cessation
of fire, proclaimed the misfortune of Almeida in íhe allied camp,
but the surrender was first ascertained by Lord Wellington on the
29th, when, with a telescope, he observed many French officers on
the glacis of the place. The army then withdrew to its former
I>osilion behind the Mondego ;and while these things were passing
on the Coa, the powder magazine in Albuquerque, being struck
with lightning, also exploded and killedfour hundred men. Rey-
nier, after several deinonstrations towards Castello Branco, in one
of which he lost a squadron of horse, now suddenly reached Sabu-
gal the lst of September ;and as the British piquéis on the Pinhel
were attacked the followingday by the horsemen of the sixth corps,
the enemy's plans seemed to be ripe for execution. Lord Wel-
lington therefore transferred bis quarters to Govea, withdrew his
infantry behind Celerico, and fixed his cavalry at that place with
posts of observation at Guarda and at Trancoso. Reynier, how-
ever, suddenly returned to Zarza Mayor,and, throwing a bridge
over the Tagus at Alcántara, again involved the French projeets
in obscurity.

Massena experienced considerable difficultyin feeding his forces,
and he seemed at first either disinclined to commence the invasión
or undecided as to the mode. Twomonths had elapsed since the
surrender of Ciudad Rodrigo, Almeida had only resisted for ten

days, the French army was stillbehind the Coa, and itwould seem
*

Justification ofColonel W.Cox.
1 Note by Gen. Pelet. Victoires et Conquétes des Franjáis,
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by a second intercepted letter, dictated byNapoleón, in Septemberthat he expected further inaction. "Lord Wellington," he ob-served to Massena, "
has only eighteen thousand men, Hillhas only

six thousand ;and it would be ridiculous to suppose that twenty-five thousand English can balance sixty thousand French ifthelatter do not trine, but fallboldlyon afterhaving wellobserved wherethe blow may be given. You have twelve thousand cavalry andfour times as much artillery as is necessary for Portugal. Leavesix thousand cavalry and a proportion of guns between Ciudad Ho-ngo, Alcántara and Salamanca, and with the rest commence opera-tions. The Emperor is too distant, and the positions of the enemychange too often, to direct how you should attack ;but it is certainthat the utmost forcé the English can muster, including the troops
at Cádiz, willbe twenty-eight thousand men." This letter was
accurate as to the numbers of the English army, but Napoleón was
ignorant how strongly Lord Wellington was thrusting Portugal for-ward in the press.

Massena had commenced the invasión before these instructionsreached him; and to understand bis operations itis essential tohave a olear idea of the country in which they were conducted.lhe advanced positions of the allies extended from Almeida overthe Sierra de Estrella, by Guarda to Fundao, Sarzedas and Castello-Branco; no enemy could penétrate that line unless by forcé, and a
serious attack on any one point was to be the signal for a gradualretreat of the whole, in concentiic directions, towards the Lines.But, ifGuarda were evacuated, the enemy while menacing Celerico,could move either by Belmonte or Covilhao and sepárate General
Hillfrom Lord Wellington, the distance between those generáis
bemg twice as great as the enemy's perpendicular line of marchwould be. lo balance this disadvantage, the road from Covilhaowas broken up, a Portuguese brigade was placed in Fundao, and
general Leith's corps were stationed at Thomar, between two
mtrenched positions, which formed the second temporary line of
resistance. The first of those positions was behind the Zezere,
extendmg from the Barca de Codies to the confluence of that river
with the Tagus ; the second behind the Alva,a strong and swift
stream descending from the Estrella and fallinginto the Mondego
some miles above Coimbra. Both were strong, the rivers deep and
difficultof access, and the Sierra de Murcello closely hugs the left
'bank ofthe Alva. J °

During the spring and summer the Portuguese militia,now form-
mg the second line of Zezere under Leith,had been kept in winter
quarters, although with danger to the defence of the country; but
the destitute state, with respect to money, in which íhe English
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ministers kcpt Lord Wellington, prevented him from being able to

brin"- these troops into lhe field until the last moment.
Hill's line of retreat from Sarzedas to the Zezere has already

been noticed, and from that river to the Alva, íbere was a military
road constructed through the mountains to Espinhal. But the
country from Celerico to the Murcella, a distance of about sixty
miles, is one long defile, lyingbetween the Sierra Estrella and the
Mondego ;and the ridge upon which Celerico stands, being a shoot
from the Estrella, and eneircled by a sweep of the Mondego, closes
this defile in front. In like manner the Sierra Murcella, covered
by the Alva river, closes it in the rear, and the inlermediate parts

are but a succession of smaller streams and lower ridges. The
principal road was repaired and joined to the road of Espinhal. and
a branch was also carried across the Mondego to Coimbra. Thus
an internal communication was established for the junction of all
the corps. Nevertheless, between Celerico and the Alva,the coun-

try was not permanently tenable ;because, from Guarda and Co-
vilhao, there were roads over the Estrella lo Gouvea, Cea, and
Gallices, towns in rear of Celerico ;and the enemy could also tura
the whole tract by moving through Trancoso and Viseu, and so
down the right bank of the Mondego to Coimbra.

LordWellington keeping the head of his army one march behind
Celerico, in observation of the routes over the Estrella, and his
rear cióse to the Alva, was master of this line of retreat ;and as

the Mondego was fordable insummer and bridged at several points,
he could pass it by a flank movement in a few hours. Now the

right bank was also one great defile, lying between the river and
the Sierra de Alcoba or Caramilla. This mountain, stretching with
some breaks from the Douro to Coimbra, separatas the valley of the
Mondego from the coast line;and inapproaching Coimbra itsends
out a lofty transverse shoot, called the Sierra de Busaco, exactly in
a line with the Sierra de Murcella, and barring the way on the
right bank of the Mondego in lhe same manner that the latter
Sierra bars iton the left bank. Moreover this route to Coimbra
was the worst in Portugal, and crossed by several deep tributante
of the Mondego, the most considerable of which were the t'riz and
Dan. The Vouga, however, opened a passage through the Alcoba
near Viseu, and that way the French could gain the great road
from Oporto, and so continué their movement upon Coimbra.

Such being the ground on both sides of the Mondego, the weak-

est point was obviously towards the Estrella, and Lord Wellington
kept the mass of his forces there. M;issena was ill-arquatated with
the military features, and absolutely ignorant of the lines of Torres
Yedras; indeed, so secretly and "circum.-pectly had those works
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been carried on, that only vague rumors of their existence reached
the bulk of the English army. Nay, íhe Portuguese government
and British envoy, although aware defensive works were construct-
ing, knew not their nature, and imagined, until the last moment,
that the intrenchments immediately round Lisbon were the lines!
Many British officers laughed at the notion of remaining inPortu-
gal, and the major part supposed the campaign on the frontier tobe only a decent cloak to cover the shame of an embarkation. In
fingland the opposition asserled that Lord Wellington would em-bark; the Portuguese dreaded it; the French army universally
'.elieved it; and the Britishministers seem to have entertained the
same opinión, for at this time an officer of engineers arrived at Lis-
bon, whose instructions, received personally from Lord Liverpool,
were unknown to Lord Wellington, and commenced thus :—

"
Asit

is probable that the army willembark in September."

CHAPTER VI,

Third invasión of Portugal— Napoleon's prudence in military affairs vindicated-Massena concéntrales his corps-Occupies Guarda-Passes the Mondego-Itf^ZZvJxL°lf Weüiflgton falís back-Securcs Coimbra, passe! tothe right bank of the Mondego, and is lomed by the reserve from Thomar—general Hill anticípales his orders, and by a forced march reaches the Alva—lhe allied army is thus mterposed between the French and Coimbra— Darino-
fwL°r,it w"e' events in Estremadura and tlio
under ÍWíf^Tdefeated-Gallantry of the Portuguese cavalryunder General Madden-Dangerous crisis of affairs— Violence of the Souzan_'ñ-_^I™Tw?í I*6"'Tí an ?n!í. sh offlcer creates Sreat confusiónat üpoito—Lord We lmgton rebukes the Tortuguese Regency— He is forcedto altcr his plans, and resolves to ofl'er battle-C_.oo.e_ tbf position of Busaco.

THIBD INVASIÓN OF PORTUGAL,

Massena's command extended from the banks of the Tagus tothe Bay ofBiscay, from Almeida to Burgos ;and the number of his
troops present under arms exceeded one hundred and ten thousandmen. From these, however, must be deducted thirteen thousand
m the Asturias and province of Santander, four thousand in the
government of Valladolid, eight thousand under Serras at Zamora
and Benevente, and lastly, the reserve of Bayonne under General
Drouet, nmeteen thousand strong, which,organized as a ninth corps,entered Spam m August, and was replaced at Bayonne by a freshreserve under General Caffarelli. Thus, the active army of inva-
sión did not much exceed seventy thousand ; and as every man.


