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One hundred fuits of fur of a lefs valuable fort.

Forty -eight fets of gold and filk long trappings for
horíes.

Four thoufand pounds of filk.
Thirty Perfian carpets.
Eight hundred iron coats of mail for war horfes.
One thoufand íhields.
One hundred thoufand arrows.

Fifteen led horfes of Arabia, as richly caparifoned as

thofe the Caliph was wont to ride.

One hundred horfes of an inferior price.
Twenty mules^with all their^ccoutrements.
Forty young men, and twenty girls of exquifite beau-

íy, and moft fumptuoufly depked out.

This difplay of riches was accompanied with a moft

flattering poem, compofed by the minifter in praife of
his fovereign, who in return for this homage, afíigned
him a penfion of an hundred thoufand pieces ofgold.

Abdoulrahman built a new town
"

three miles from
Cordova, called Zehra or Arizapha, from the ñame of

his favourite miftrefs. The palace was ereded upon the
plans of the moft celebrated archited of Conftan-
tínople, at thaí time the beft fchool and nurfery of

11Suppofed to have been
-

at a place called Cordova laVieja. There is

nothing but a few ruins to fupport the. conjeóture.
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artifts in the world. In this edifice, were one thoufand

óne hundred and fouríeen columns of African and Spa-

niíh marble, nineteen of liaban, and one hundred and

fourteen of moft exquifite workmaníhip, a prefent of

íhe Greek emperor. The richnefs of íhe ftale-room

exceeded íhe bounds of credibilily. The walls were

incrufted with marble, inlaid with golden foliages : in

the middle was a marble bafon furrounded withvarious

figures of animáis fpouting water ; all thefe ftatues

were crilt and enriched with precious ftones : the ba-

fon was cut at Conftantinople, and the figures were

efteemed the mafter-pieces of the moft expert fculptors
of that cityv Above the fountain, hung a famous pearl
which the emperor Leo had fent to Abdoulrahman.
The other apartments of the palace fell little íhort of
this hall in magnificence. The moft retired part was

allotted to his wives, concubines, flaves, and black
eunuchs, in all fix thoufand. Over the principal enter-

ance, in open defiance of the exprefs mándate of the
prophet, ftood the ftatue of the fair Sultana, who gave
her ñame to this new city, now become the conftant
refidence of the court. Here the emperor was wont to

take the diveríion of hunting, attended by twelve thou-
fand horfemen, accoutred with belts and fcimitars, im-
boffed with gold. At his return from the chace, he
ufually retired to reft himfelf in a fplendid pavillion
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ereded in the middle of the gardens, overlooking all
the adjacent country. This banquetting houfe was fup-
ported by columns of the whiteft marble ; the gilding
and painting of the ceiling vied with the precious
ftones fcattered over it;and in the center was a vafe, in
which quickíilver fupplied the place of water ;itíhook
with every motion of the room, and refleded the rays
of the fun, which were admitted through fome holes
contrived in the roof.

You will no doubt be backward in crediting thefe
relations ;and the inconceivable expence this prince
muft have been at in thefe undertakings, willbe api to

ftagger your belief. The town of Zehra, with the pa-
lace and gardens, coft him for twenty-five years, the
annual fum of three hundred thoufand dinars a3 ;add
to this, the vaft fums requifite for the maintenance of
a feraglio of fix thoufand perfons, a moft numerous

houíhold, a guard of twelve thoufand lancemen, and an

incredible number of horfes, and it can fcarce be con-

ceived where he could find revenues fuíficient fo an-

fwer fuch prodigious demands. Allhis Hfe he kept on

foot, and frequently fent into the field, very powerful
armies. The falaries of the governors of provinces,

*'Reckoning the diñar at gs. id. the annual expence amounts ío

¿.137,500 and in twenty-five years, this makes the fum of £.3-437>S°°
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towns, and forts; of the adminiftrators of juftice; the

repairs of the fortifiedplaces, and íhe current outgoings

of a formidable regular marine eftabliíhmení, are ob-

jeds of fuch expence, íhaí ilis eafier to wonder than

ío believe, how fhey could be fatisfied. But upon tak-

i'hg a review of the opulence of Spain at that epocha,
of its trade, population, tributes, and taxes ; that afto-

niíhment which we muft be feized with, on the hearing

of thefe accounts, willin a great meafure fubfide.

The Moors were then mafters of all the richeft pro-
vinces of Spain, populous ío an excefs. In Cordova
alone, they reckoned two hundred thoufand houfes, fix

hundred mofques, and nine hundred public bafhs z\

The Arabian hiftorian, from whom the prefent detail
is taken, informs us, that in his time there were in

Spain i+ eighty large cities, three hundred of the fecond
order, and that the number of villages and hamlets was

not to be counted ;upon the banks of íhe Guadal-
quivir, were no lefs than twelve thoufand villages ; a

travelier, in the courfe of a day's journey, met with

15 In allprobability, moft of thefe houfes were very inconfiderabíe huts
of one room, as the Moors never dwelt more than one family under the
fame roof.

**Itdoes not appear from his aecount, whether he means the whole pen-
ínfula or only the portion of it fubjeft to the Saracens.
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three or four confiderable towns, and could npt travel
an hour without coming to a hamlet.

The revenues of the Ommiad caiiphs in the time of
Abdoulrahman the third, amounted annually to twelve
millionnine hundred and forly-five thoufand dinars, or
about five millions five hundred and tweníy thoufand fix
hundred tweníy-five pounds fterling. Befides this in-
come in ípecie, a great number of impofts were paid in
kind, which it is not poífible to afcertain or fix any
average valué upon; but itis certain they muft have been
in proportion to the produce of the land, and confe-
quently very great in a country inhabited by a nu-
merous and indefatigable nalion, devoted to agriculture,
which they had carried to a pitch ofperfedion unknown
to the reft of Europe H.

The mines of gold, filver, and other metáis, which
Spain abounds with, were another inexhauftible fond
of wealth to the Arabs, who kept a great number of
miners conftantly employed. The difcovery of América
and of its treafures, which feem to have brought con-
tempt upon the riches of the oíd world, has deterred the

5 This calculation of the Arabian hiftorian favours much ofexaggera-
tíon •, as the fums mentioned, far exceed all ideas we have of the quantity of
gold and filver coin in circulation at that era ;but Ihave given it in his
words, without any farther comment.
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kings of Spain from continuing to work the mines they

have at home.
The extenfive commerce carried on by íhe Moors

with other nations, broughl an incredible flow of

wealth into their country. Iíhall not fpeak of their

inland traffic, as Ifind nothing in their authors that

can throw fight upon it, or enable us to form any pre-

cife judgment of its extent and importance. Iintend to

confine myfelf to the operations of their foreign com-

merce, which was diftributed inío various channeís,

many of them rendering an exceífive profit. It con-

fifted either of the natural unwrought produdions of

Spain, or part of the fame produdions manufadured at

home, and exported to foreign markets.
Gold, filver, copper, raw-filkr oil, fugar, falfe cochi-

neal, quickfilver, pig and caft iron, and above all,
íheir filk and woollen manufadures, were the moft lu-

crative articles of exportation.
Ambergreafe, yellow amber, loadftone, antimony, fait,

tale, marcafíites, rock chryftal, tuttie, fulphur, faffron,

ginger, myrrh, and various other drugs, formed other
objeds of trade, which íhough inferior in valué and
quantity, produced neverthelefs great and clear returns.

Much coral was fiíhed on the coaft of Andalufia, and
that of Catalonia had a pearl fiíhery.

Spain contained many mines of rubíes and other
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precious ftones ; thofe of rubíes near Malaga and Bejar,
and that of amethyfts near Carthagena, were in the
higheft repute.

Thefe different commodities were conveyed to Bar-

bary, Egypt, and all the Eaft.
The temper of íhe Spaniíh arms was held in the

greateft repute by all the Africans ;Spain was in a

manner their arfenal from which they drew their
cuiraffes, bucklers, caiques, fcimitars, and daggers.

The demand for raw-filk, and for the filkand woollen
ftuffs of various colours made at Granada and Baca, and
for the woollen cloths manufadured at Murica, was

very great throughouí África : there can be no doubt,
but their trade with Egypt muft have been upon a

more exteníive plan than thal with Barbary ; the Spa-
niíh Arabs carried thither the goods of their country to

barter againft thofe produdions of Egypt, which Spain
ftood in need of. The immenfity of their traffic with
the Eaft, is not to be conceived ; for reafons of ftate,
the Ommiads conftantly endeavoured lo keep upon the
beft footing poflible with the court of Conftantinople,
which they hoped would prove a check upon the en-

terprizes of the caliphs of Damafcus, who never ceafed
repining at the dífmembering of their empire by the
firftAbdoulrahman. Allíhe porís of íhe Crecían do-

minions were open lo the Spaniíh traders, who im-
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ported rich cargoes of merchandize adapted to the calis
of that refined luxury, by which Conftantinople was

then diftinguiíhed ; the profiís upon fuch operations
of commerce may eafily be fuppofed to have been pro-
digious.

Alkahem the fecond fucceeded his father. The Ara-

bian writer reíales the following fingular proof of

\u25a0iven by a cadi, in reproving this prince for
»f injuftice committed againft one of his

eourage
a piece
fubjeds.

A poor woman at Zebra., poffeffed a fmall fpot of
ground contiguous to the royal palace. The caliph
being defirous of extending his gardens that way, made
propofals to the oíd woman to difpofe ofher land for a

fum ofmoney ; but fhe continuing deaf to every argu-
ment employed to induce her to part with the inheri-
tance of her forefathers, the head gardener took by
forcé what íhe refufed to yieíd to entreaty. The wo-
man in an agony of defpair, flew to Cordova, to im-
plore the fuccour of Ibn Bechir, the chief cadi of the
city. This magiftrate immediately mounted his afs,,
taking withhim a fack of extraordinary fize, and pre-
fented himfelf before Alkahem^ who was then fit-
ting in a magnificent pavilíion on íhe very ground in
queftion. The arrival of the cadi, and the appearance
of the wallet, furprized the fultan. Bechir having
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proftrated himfelf, entreated the prince to allow him
to fillhis fack with fome of the earth they were then
upon. This requeft granted, and the bag full, the cadi
defired him to help him to fifi it on his afs. This
ftrange demand was ftill more amazing than the reft :
however the caliph confented ;bul upon putting his
íhoulder to it, could not help complaining of the ex-

ceííive weight of the load.
"

Sir," replied the cadi,"
this bag, which you find fo heavy, contains but a

tc very fmall portion of the earth which you have un-"
juftly taken from a poor woman ;how then do you"
exped to be able al the day of judgment to fupport"
the weight of the whole field you have had fo little"
fcruple of ufurping." Far from being incenfed at

this audacious rebuke, the caliph generouíly acknow-
ledged his fault, and ordered the land to be reftored
to the proprietor with every thing he had caufed to be
ereded upon it.

This monarch left a minor to fucceed him, and the
kingdom to be governed by the famous viiier Mahomet
Abenamir, firnamed Almanzor or the defender, from
his great vidories and wife condud. His defcendanls in-
herited from him the vifieríhipj and a power as abfo-
luíe as ifthey had been caliphs, until the weaknefs of
the fovereigns encouraged, and the infolence of the
miniftérs provoked the grandees to difturb the fíate
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with their jealoufies and diffentions ; íhefe broils oc-

cafioned fuch a feries of civil wars and anarchy, as

overlhrew íhe throne of Cordova, and deftroyed íhe
whole race of Abdoulrahman: Thus íhe glorious edifice
founded by the valour and prudence of that conqueror,
and cemented by fimilar virtues in many of his fuccef-
fors, funk into nothing, as foon as the fceptre devolved
upon weak enervated princes, whofe indolence and in-
capacity transferred the management of every thing to

a vifier. Many petty kingdoms fprang up out of the
ruins of this mighty empire ;and the Chriftians foon
found opportunities of deftroying, by feparate attacks,
that tremendous power, which when united had
proved an overmatch for their utmoft forcé.

But it is high time Iíhould put an end to this long
letter, which, Iam afraid, you will look upon in no
better a light than íhat of an Arabian night' s enter-
íainmenl: The writers of the Mooriíh hiftory, though
often contemporaries of the princes, whofe lives they re-
late, may with good reafon be fufpeded of exaggera-
tion in íheir difplay of íhe wealth and atchievemenlt» of
their héroes ; but neverthelefs, there muft be fome
truth at the bottom, and their details cannot fail of be-
ing entertaining to every curious reader. My heart
bleeds, while Itell you, that of all thefe glories, ex-

cept the mofque, not even a ruin remains. Zehra,
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with all its delices, is erafed from the face of the earth ;
no one even knows where it ftood, and its very ex-

iftence may pafs for a fable. The piety of the Chriftians
in converting the mofque into a church, has preferved
it from a fimilar fate. .

That the wonders which have been the fubjed of
this letter, may obtain fome degree of probability in

your eyes, Iíhall haften to íketch out an exad defcrip-
tion of that ancient place of woríhip.

LETTER XXXV.

Cordova, April16, 1776,

IDid not intend fending you another letter from this
city, as our plan was to have left it this morning

by day-break ;but- there is no depending on the things
of this tranfitory world, much lefs on the íkill of a
Spaniíh wheelwright. After waiting with impatience
till he had completed íhe repairs of our íhattered
chaife, which had been overturned the day we carne
from Eccija, we at laft received from him our travel-
ling orders, and fet off in great fpirits ;when, behold, !
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diredly oppofite to the Potro, a place well known to

Don Quixote's firft landlord, one of our wheels flew

inío fiftypieces, and brought us to the ground in the

middle of the kennel :upon this, we had no choice

left but of returning to our inn to pafs this day and

ío-morrow in the beft manner we can. Iíhall employ
it in writing to you what Iintended íhould ferve to

make a letter, to fillup part of my tedious hours in
fome venta between Cordova and Madrid.

The Potro, our ne plus ultra, is nothing more than a

large fountain with a paltry ftone ftatue of a cok on

the top ; when Cervanfes wrote his Romance, Seville
was the mart of Europe, and all íhe neighbouring
places under íhe benign influence of commerce, were

much more frequenled and better known than at pre-
fent ;we walked on the playa of San Lucar, without
feeing a fingle idle fellow, and the compras of Seville
are now as empty as the fquare before the Potro of
Cordova.

The mofque, in Spaniíh called La Mefquita, from
the Arabic word mafgiad, a place of worfhip, was begun
by Abdoulrahman the firft, and deftined by him to re-

main to after-ages as a monument of his power and
riches, and a principal fanduary of his religión. His
ideas were fublime, and he was fortúnate enough to

find an archited whofe genius was equal to the taík of
putting them in execution. He laid the foundation of


